
HOUSE 1644
Mr. Ramsdell of Winchester presented a petition of Edmund C.

Sanderson and others (water and sewer board, selectmen and board
of health) that the town of Winchester be authorized to take addi-
tional sources of water supply for emergency or auxiliary water supply
purposes. Water Supply.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act authorizing the town of winchester to

PROVIDE AN EMERGENCY WATER SUPPLY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public health and
5 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of providing an aux-
-2 iliary water supply for use in times of drought and
3 in case of fire or other emergency, the town of Win-
-4 Chester acting by and through its water and sewer
5 board is hereby authorized to take by eminent do-
-6 main under chapter seventy-nine of the General
7 Laws or otherwise acquire, and hold, at any time or
8 from time to time the waters of any spring or of any
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9 ground water sources of supply by means of artesian,
10 driven, or other wells or filter galleries within the
11 town, and the water rights connected therewith, and
12 to convey the water taken from such sources to any
13 part of the town, and also for said purposes, to take
14 by eminent domain, under said chapter seventy-nine,
15 or otherwise acquire, and hold, all lands, rights of
16 way and other easements necessary for collecting,
17 storing, holding, purifying and treating such water
18 and protecting and preserving the purity thereof and
19 for conveying the same to any part of said town;
20 provided, that no source of water supply and no
21 lands necessary for protecting and preserving the
22 purity of the water shall be taken or used except with
23 the approval of the department of public health, and
24 that the location and arrangement of all dams, reser-
-25 voirs, wells or filter galleries, filtration and pumping
26 plants or other works necessary in carrying out the
27 provisions of this act shall be subject to the approval
28 of said department.

1 Section 2. Said town may lay, construct and main-
-2 tain on any land acquired hereunder all pipes, conduits,
3 machinery, works or structures, including filtration and
4 other treatment works, necessary for taking and stor-
-5 ing water and conveying, filtering or otherwise treat-
-6 ing or distributing the same as a part of or as auxiliary
7 to its present water supply system authorized by
8 chapter two hundred and sixty-five of the acts of
9 eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and chapter two

10 hundred and seventy-seven of the acts of eighteen
11 hundred and seventy-three; and, for the purposes
12 aforesaid, may lay, construct and maintain its con-
-13 duits, water pipes, aqueducts and other works or
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14 structures under, over or along any land, water
15 courses, railroads, public or other ways in such man-
-16 ner as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same.

1 Section 3. Said town may also enter upon any
2 lands within its territorial limits, for the purpose of
3 making surveys, test pits and borings, and may take
4 by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the
5 General Laws or otherwise acquire the right to tempo-
-6 rarily occupy and use any land necessary for the
7 construction of any work or for any other purpose
8 authorized by this act.

1 Section 4. Whoever wilfully or wantonly cor-
-2 rupts, pollutes or diverts any water taken or held
3 under this act, or injures any structure, work or other
4 property owned, held or used by the town under
5 authority of this act, shall forfeit and pay to said
6 town three times the amount of the damages assessed
7 therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort; and
8 upon being convicted of any of the above wilful or
9 wanton acts shall be punished by a fine of not more

10 than three hundred dollars or by imprisonment for
11 not more than one year.

1 Section 5. Any vote of the annual representative
2 town meeting of said town in the current year, appro-
-3 printing money for any purpose authorized by this
4 act, shall be valid to the same extent as if this act
5 had been in effect before the issuance of the warrant
6 for said meeting.

shall take effect upon its1 Section 6. This act
2 passage.




