
House of Representatives, April 21, 1938.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was re-
ferred the report of the special commission (including
members of the General Court) established to investi-
gate the matter of registration of voters with a view to
advisability of re-registration of same and to identity of
voters at the polls (House, No. 1600), report (in part)
the accompanying bill (House, No. 1894).

For the committee,

HIRAM N. DEARBORN.

No. 1894HOUSE

Cfte Commontoealtfc of Q^assactiuisetw



HOUSE— No. 1894. [Apr.2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the listing of voters in the city

OF CHELSEA.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter one hundred
2 and six of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and
3 seventeen is hereby amended by striking out the
4 first sentence and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing:
6 There is hereby established in the city of Chelsea
7 a listing board composed of the chief of police and
8 the registrars of voters of said city.

1 Section 2. Section nine of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and six, as most recently, amended by section
3 two of chapter eighty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-one, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out the last paragraph and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 The board shall, upon the personal application of
8 a person listed for the correction of any error in its
9 lists, or whenever informed of any such error, make

10 due investigation, and upon proof thereof correct
11 the same on its lists, and shall immediately notify
12 the assessors of such correction, who shall correct
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13 their copies of said lists accordingly. The board
14 shall cause all applications and affidavits received by
15 it under this section to be preserved for two years.

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and six is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section ten,
3 as most recently amended by section one of said
4 chapter eighty-four, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Section 10. The board shall, on or before the
7 eighteenth day of April in each year, transmit to the
8 assessors certified copies of those parts of the lists
9 prepared as provided in the preceding section, con-

-10 taining the name, age, occupation, nationality, if
11 not a citizen of the United States, and residence on
12 the first day of January in the current year, and the
13 residence on the first day of January in the preceding
14 year, of every person, twenty years of age or upward
15 residing in said city, and shall promptly transmit to
16 the assessors notice of every addition to and correc-
-17 tion in the lists made by it. For the purpose of as-
-18 sessing poll taxes, the assessors may use the lists
19 furnished to them by the listing board, or such parts
20 thereof as they may deem advisable. The board shall
21 furnish all information in its possession necessary to
22 aid the assessors in the performance of their duties.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred and six is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section
3 eleven, as most recently amended by section one of
4 said chapter eighty-four, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Section 11. The board shall, on or before the first
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7 day of June in each year, prepare printed copies of
8 the lists prepared for the use of the registrars of
9 voters and the assessors. The board shall print such

10 lists in pamphlet form by precincts, deliver to the
11 assessors as many copies thereof as they may require,
12 and hold the remaining copies for public distribution.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and six is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section twelve,
3 as most recently amended by section one of said
4 chapter eighty-four, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following: —•

6 Section 12. If a person, twenty years of age or
7 upward, resident in Chelsea on the first day of Janu-
-8 ary, was not listed by the board, he shall, in order to
9 establish his right to be listed, appear before the

10 board of registrars of voters at such time as it may
11 designate, the members of which are hereby authorized
12 to administer oaths for this purpose, and present under
13 oath a statement in writing that he was on said day
14 a resident of said city, giving his name, age, occupa-
-15 tion, nationality, if not a citizen of the United States,
16 and residence on the first day of January in the current
17 year, and his residence on the first day of January in
18 the preceding year.
19 A person, twenty years of age or upward, who
20 becomes a resident of said city after the first day of
21 January, and desires to be listed, shall appear before
22 any member of the board of registrars of voters,
23 who is hereby authorized to administer oaths for this
24 purpose, and present under oath a statement in writ-
-25 ing that he became a resident of said city at least
26 six months immediately preceding the election at
27 which he claims the right to vote, giving his name,
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28 age, occupation, nationality, if not a citizen of the
29 United States, and residence on the above date, and
30 his residence on the first day of January in the pre-

-31 ceding year.
32 If the board of registrars of voters, after investiga-
-33 tion, is satisfied that such statements are true, it
34 shall give the applicant a certificate that he was a

35 resident of said city on said first day of January, or a
36 certificate that he became a resident at least six
37 months immediately preceding the election, as the case
38 may be, which certificate shall state his name, age,
39 occupation, nationality, if not a citizen of the United
40 States, and residence on the first day of January in the
41 current year or on the above date, as the case may
42 be, and his residence on the first day of January in
43 the preceding year; but no such application shall be
44 received later than the thirtieth day preceding a
45 state or a municipal election, and no such person shall
46 be listed or be given such certificate later than the
47 twenty-first day preceding the state or municipal
48 election. The board shall also forthwith transmit to
49 the assessors the names of all persons receiving such
50 certificates, together with their residence on the first
51 day of January in the current and in the preceding
52 year. The board shall not, after the last day for
53 making the said application before a state election,
54 receive an application until after the election.
55 In every place where oaths are administered for
56 the purpose of listing, the registrars of voters shall
57 post in a conspicuous place a copy of section seven of
58 chapter fifty-six of the General Laws, printed on
59 white paper with black ink, in type not less than one
60 quarter of an inch wide.
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1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and six is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section thir-
-3 teen and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 13. The board of registrars of voters shall
5 enter the date of application, the name, age, occupa-
-6 tion, nationality, if not a citizen of the United States,
7 and residence on the first day of January in the current
8 year, and the residence on the first day of January
9 in the preceding year, of every such applicant, as

10 above provided, together with the result of its investi-
-11 gation of his application in a book provided for that
12 purpose, which shall be open for public inspection.
13 The board shall cause to be printed in some newspaper
14 published in Chelsea, the name and residence of every
15 such applicant. The names and residences of the
16 applicants shall be printed by wards and precincts
17 within two days after the number of names of appli-
-18 cants, not printed, reaches fifty; and on the day when
19 that number is reached, the names to be printed within
20 the said two days shall include the names of all such
21 applicants up to the close of business for this purpose
22 in the office of the board on the said day.

1 Section 7. Section fourteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and six is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the first line, the word “assessors” and inserting
4 in place thereof the words: registrars of voters, —

5 so as to read as follows: Section iJ. The board of
6 registrars of voters shall keep its office open during
7 such hours as shall be necessary to carry out the
8 provisions of the preceding two sections.






