
HOUSE No. 1991

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 6, 1938.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

On April 11, 1938, in returning to your Honorable
Bodies House Bill 1757, entitled, “An Act providing

FOR STATE WIDE VERIFICATION OF VOTING LISTS” I made
clear my position regarding re-registration by stating in
the opening of my message the following: “In order to
make my position clear on this subject, let me state that
I am in favor of the principles of this bill.”

The revisions which I recommended were not adopted.
By a veto of House Bill 1757 dated May 6, 1938, and
submitted for the consideration of your Honorable
Bodies, and filed simultaneously herewith, but apart
from this message, I have pointed out the impossibility
of House Bill 1757 functioning.

If it cannot function, because of its own confusion and
the confusion it would cause to occupy the minds of the
voters of the Commonwealth, then it is not giving to
the people of Massachusetts the right to expect voting
lists which are accurate, and it is not a feasible manner
of accomplishing the purification of those lists.

I shall not avoid the issue. I believe in the principles
of re-registration. The people of Massachusetts are en-
titled to voting lists which are not fraudulent. Not
only are they entitled to this, but they are entitled to
know that the voting lists are accurate.

For the purpose of accomplishing this result I am sub-
mitting to your Honorable Bodies a draft entitled, “An
Act providing for State-Wide Verification of Voting
Lists” which I recommend be adopted.

Ciic Commontoealti) of egassacJnisetts

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act providing for state-wide verification of

VOTING LISTS.

1 Section 1. The registrars of voters or officers
2 under special laws performing like duties in each city
3 and town, hereafter in this act called registrars, shall,
4 between December first in the year nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-eight and December first in the year nine-
-6 teen hundred and thirty-nine, verify and certify the
7 lists as required by section three of this act, and for
8 this purpose may appoint such temporary assistant
9 registrars as may be necessary.

1 Section 2. The state secretary shall, on or after
2 December first in the year nineteen hundred and
3 thirty-eight, at the expense of the commonwealth,
4 furnish to the registrars of each city and town such
5 filing or other equipment and such number of regis-
-6 tration forms or cards, hereinafter called cards, as
7 may be necessary to carry out this act. Such cards
8 shall be known as registration record cards and shall
9 be of such size and form as the state secretary may

10 determine, and shall have printed thereon the schedule
11 as provided in the general register under section thirty-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 six of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws, together
13 with the following;
14 Six.
15 The city or town where last previously registered,
16 if any.
17 Date of birth.
18 Height.
19 Father’s name in full.
20 Mother’s maiden name in full.
21 Such cards containing all facts required by the
22 foregoing shall be signed by each voter whose name

23 appears on the nineteen hundred and thirty-seven
24 voting list and by each applicant for registration on
25 or after December first in the current year. Such
26 cards shall be used at polling places for the purpose
27 of identification of voters after January first, nine-
-28 teen hundred and forty. The signature on such card
29 of the applicant for registration or the voter shall
30 be made under the penalties of perjury and in the
31 presence of a registrar, or assistant registrar, who shall
32 affix his name thereto.

1 Section 3. Upon the completion of the verifica-
-2 tion of the voting list, but in no event later than
3 December first in the year nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-nine, the registrars shall file with the mayor
5 in cities or the selectmen in towns, as the case may
6 be, the following certificate:
7 We, the registrars of voters or election commis-
-8 sioners in the city (or town) of do
9 hereby certify that we have verified the list of regis-

-10 tered voters in the city (or town), as required by
11 chapter of the acts of nineteen hundred
12 and thirty-eight, as of November first, nineteen hun-
-13 dred and thirty-nine.
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1 Section 4. On January first, nineteen hundred
2 and forty, the registrars shall revise the general reg-
-3 ister and the annual register compiled under section
4 thirty-seven of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws
5 as affected by section two of this act and take there-
-6 from the names of all persons who have not signed
7 the registration record cards as provided in this act;
8 provided, that there shall not be taken from said
9 registers the name of any person unless such person

10 shall, not less than thirty days prior to such action,
11 have been notified by the registrars by mail of his
12 failure to sign the registration record card and inform-
-13 ing him of the procedure to be followed in order to
14 have his name retained on said registers, nor unless
15 such person shall have been given a reasonable oppor-
-16 tunity to follow said procedure.


