
HOUSE No. 1993
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mrs. Foley of Lawrence,

for a Bill abolishing causes of action for loss of consortium, criminal
conversation, seduction and breach of contract to marry and prevent-
ing abuses in connection with such claims (House, No. 1033). May 9.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act abolishing causes of action for breach of
CONTRACT TO MARRY, WITH A VIEW TO PRESERVING THE

MARRIAGE INSTITUTION AND PROTECTING THE PUBLIC

MORALS.

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section forty-seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, under the heading breach of contract to

5 marry not actionable, the following new section:
6 Section 4.7A. Breach of contract to marry shall not
7 constitute an injury or wrong recognized by law, and
8 no action, suit or proceeding shall be maintained
9 therefor.

1 Section 2. Form number eight in the schedule of
2 forms appended to section one hundred and forty-
-3 seven of chapter two hundred and thirty-one is hereby
4 repealed.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 3. This act shall become effective on
2 September first of the current year, but shall not
3 affect any action to recover damages for breach of
4 contract to marry which shall have been commenced
5 prior to said date, nor shall it affect any other cause of
6 action to recover damages as aforesaid which shall
7 have accrued prior to said date if action to recover the
8 same is commenced prior to the expiration of ninety
9 days after said date, nor shall it affect any cause of

10 action accruing on or after said date to recover dam-
-11 ages for breach of any contract to marry entered into
12 prior to said date if action to recover the same is
13 commenced prior to the expiration of ninety days
14 after the accrual of the cause of action.


