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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represent

Because of my special message of last year there was
referred to the Special Commission on Taxation and
Public Expenditures for investigation and report, a
draft of a bill dealing with the relationship of the Com-
monwealth to the Federal Government in the matter
of low-cost housing. As a result, this Committee drafted
a bill House, No. 1706 which was referred to the
Committee on Municipal Finance, who amended it and
reported it out favorably as House No. 1965. To date
this matter has apparently not been brought before the
Legislature for final action.

Under the authority of Chapter 449 of the Acts of
1935, local Housing Authorities have been established in
Boston, Cambridge, Lowell, Chicopee, Holyoke and
New Bedford, and are now in the process of being formed
in Lawrence, Brockton, Fall River, Worcester and Spring-
field. All of these cities will be in a position to avail
themselves of Federal funds under the United States
Housing Act of 1937.

There has been an appropriation of $500,000,000 by
Congress, and the probability of an additional $300,-
000,000, making a total of $800,000,000 to be spent in
the elimination of slums and the construction of low-rent
housing throughout the United States. This is to be
distributed to those states which are in a position to
meet the requirements of the Federal Act. Under the
terms of this Act, Massachusetts might receive a maxi-
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mum of $80,000,000 as its share. A definite preliminary
earmarking of $31,700,000 has been made to the Com-
monwealth subject to the passage of the necessary
legislation.

Great benefits will accrue to the Commonwealth
through its participation in a state-wide housing program.
Thousands of underprivileged families now unable to
afford decent housing will be given an opportunity to
live in wholesome homes. Unemployment, now our
most pressing problem, will be relieved to a large extent
and reflect itself in lessening the burden of welfare in
many of our cities.

While housing in America is in an experimental stage,
we in Massachusetts, through the State Board of Housing,
have followed its progress and I feel confident that the
experience of this Board will enable that Board to guide
Massachusetts in the proper channels and for the best
interest of the Commonwealth.

As many months must elapse before housing projects
are ready for contract, I recommend speedy adoption
of House Bill No. 1965 substantially in its present form,
but with amendments that will protect the rights of
workmen with relation to wage scales as provided by
our Massachusetts laws and the United States Housing
Act of 1937. I suggest that any provisions of this Act
which are not in strict conformity with the Federal Act
or which would delay the participation by cities and
towns be deleted.

The State Board of Housing was established in 1933.
During the first two years its members served without
compensation and for the last three years they have
received inadequate compensation. During this entire
period the Board has labored unceasingly to promote
housing in the various cities and towns throughout the
Commonwealth. It has rendered free and expert service
to those municipalities which have enabled the Board
to determine housing conditions without any material
expense to the said municipalities. This work should
now bear fruit since it has demonstrated the need for
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better housing in these communities, which is a require-
ment of the Federal Act. These cities would then be in a
position to obtain federal funds without delay. The pas-
sage of House Bill No. 1965 will increase the amount of
work which the Board will be required to perform and
will necessitate additional burdens upon the members’
time. I, therefore, further recommend that the Chairman
and the members of the State Board of Housing be given
additional and adequate compensation for their services.

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.




