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To the General Court of Massachusetts.
The unpaid Special Commission, created under chap-

ter 32, Resolves of 1937, to investigate activities within
this Commonwealth of Communistic, Fascist, Nazi and
other subversive organizations, so called, respectfully
submits its report.

SYBII H. HOLMES
Chairman.

PHILIP SHERMAN,
Vice Chairman.

HARRIS S. RICHARDSON.
THOMAS M. BURKE.
EDWARD D. SIROIS.
ANTHONY JULIAN.
MICHAEL T. O’BRIEN.
RICHARD F. PAUL.
LEO J. HALLORAN.
JAMES P. ROSE.

In the main I am in agreement with the report of the
Commission. However, due to circumstances entirely
beyond my control, I have been unable to devote to this
report the study that both its importance and extent
require. In view of these circumstances, and mindful of
the great importance of the matter under investigation,
I neither sign the above report nor dissent therefrom.

JOHN E. TROY, Jr.,

Cfre Commontoealtf) of B@assacfnisetto

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

Representative.





Chapter 32, Resolves of 1937

Resolve phoviding for an Investigation by a Special Commission
RELATIVE TO THE ACTIVITIES WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH OF
Communistic, Fascist, Nazi and Other Subversive Organ-

izations.

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of three
members of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, five
members of the house of representatives to be designated by the
speaker thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, is
hereby established for the purpose of investigating the activities
within this commonwealth of Communistic, Fascist and Nazi organi-
zations, so called, and all other organizations promoting, furthering
or participating in any movements which are subversive to our Ameri-
can form of government, or which advocate theories or doctrines
contrary to and inconsistent with the constitutions of this common-
wealth and the United States, or either of them, particularly the
sources and extent of the propagation of the doctrines, principles and
theories of said organizations by speech or by exhibition, distribution
or promulgation of written or printed documents, or otherwise. Said
commission shall consider what means or action, if any, the common-
wealth should take to combat and abate the spreading of such un-
American doctrines, principles and theories within the limits of this
commonwealth. Said commission shall have the power to summon
witnesses, require the production of books, records, contracts and
papers, and require the giving of testimony under oath. Said com-
mission may expend for expenses and legal, clerical and other assistance,
such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, three thousand dollars,
as may hereafter be appropriated. Said commission shall report to
the general court the results of its investigations, and its findings,
and its recommendations for legislation or other official action, to-
gether with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to carry
such recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk
of the house of representatives on or before the first Wednesday of
December in the current year.

Cfte Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts

RESOLVE OF AUTHORIZATION.





REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION TO
INVESTIGATE THE ACTIVITIES WITHIN
THIS COMMONWEALTH OF COMMUNISTIC,
FASCIST, NAZI AND OTHER SUBVERSIVE
ORGANIZATIONS, SO CALLED.

Pursuant to the terms of the resolve the President of
the Senate appointed Senators Sybil H. Holmes of
Brookline, Harris S. Richardson of Winchester, and
Thomas M. Burke of Boston; the Speaker of the House
appointed Representatives Philip Sherman of Somer-
ville, Edward D. Sirois of Lawrence, Anthony Julian of
Watertown, Michael T. O’Brien of Easthampton, and
Jackson J. Holtz of Boston; His Excellency the Governor
appointed Richard F. Paul of Canton, Leo J. Halloran
of Quincy, and James P. Rose of Boston. All members
of the Commission met in the State House June 15,
1937, and organized. Senator Sybil H. Holmes was
elected chairman, Representative Philip Sherman vice
chairman, and Donald R. Waugh, secretary. Mr. Waugh
resigned, effective August 9, 1937, and was succeeded
August 10, 1937, by Roland H. Parker. On August 25,
1937, Representative Holtz resigned from the Commis-
sion, and in his place the Speaker of the House appointed
Representative John E. Troy, Jr., of Boston.

Beginning with its organization meeting, the Com-
mission held regular and extended executive meetings and
hearings continuously during its existence.

The Commission held its first public hearing on Sep-
tember 30, 1937, and further public hearings at frequent

Oe Commoniucaltfe of o^assac|)«setto
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HOUSI No. 2100 [June10

intervals thereafter. The last occurred on November 19,
1937. These were all-day sessions, one lasting until late
in the evening.

Through May 11, 1938, the Commission has had a
total of fifty-nine public hearings and executive sessions
at all of which a majority or more of the members of the
Commission were present. The Commission has had
before it seventy witnesses. All witnesses have been
sworn, or, in those cases in which they averred they had
no religion, have been permitted to testify truly under
penalties of perjury as provided by the statutes of the
Commonwealth. The power of summons, granted by
the resolve, has been exercised by the Commission as
to nineteen persons. As part of its record the Commis-
sion has had considerably over one thousand exhibits,
ranging from single-typed or printed sheets to books of
account and full-size printed volumes.

At different stages of the public hearings several wit-
nesses who were under summons refused to answer certain
questions or to produce evidence, all of which the Com-
mission deemed material and necessary to its investi-
gation.

Petitions were filed in the Supreme Judicial Court for
the County of Suffolk through the Attorney General
seeking to compel certain of such witnesses, namely,
Blank, Asher, Frankfeld and Hunter, to give the testimony
and produce the evidence sought. The single justice
issued an order in the first case, but the respondent first
filed a bill of exceptions which has been dismissed, and
at the time of the preparation of this report the case
still pends hearing on a so-called plea in abatement. In
the latter three cases, by agreement of counsel, the single
justice was to make findings of fact and report his find-
ings to the full bench for ruling. To the date of preparing
this report, the aforesaid findings and report have not
been made.

On December 1, 1937, this special Commission found
itself unable to complete the work and file a final report
required in the original resolve within the time therein
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allowed. The Commission therefore filed a preliminary
report, setting forth these facts, and asked that it be
revived and extended.

The General Court acted favorably on the aforesaid
extension, which is embodied in chapter 6, Resolves of
1938, which was signed by His Excellency the Governor
on March 3, 1938. By subsequent orders the time of
filing this report has been further extended.

The Commission has sought thoroughly and speedily to
complete its investigation and submit its report. The
problems confronting the Commission are of great im-
portance to the Commonwealth. Surface indications of
the movements within the scope of this investigation, as
limited by the General Court, presented a wide field to
be reviewed. Time and resources have not been available
for the Commission to make as exhaustive an investigation
as the facts disclosed warranted. Funds appropriated to
the Commission’s use were insufficient to provide inter-
preters, investigators, official stenographers, translations
and other assistance ■which was urgently needed.

The Commission acknowledges with deep appreciation
the assistance given it by the Adjutant General, the
Department of Public Safety, the Police Commissioner
of Boston, and the police departments of various cities
and towns, which made it possible to obtain information
which otherwise it could not have had with the resources
at hand.

The officials of the Communist Party asked that they
be allowed to be heard first in the public hearings. That
request was granted.

The subjects which this Commission were commanded
to investigate Fascism, Nazism, Communism and other
subversive activities are herein treated separately.

The term “Fascism” is one employed with little dis-
crimination and with a multiplicity of meanings, de-
pendent chiefly upon the attitude of the individual using
the word.

Fascistic Activity.
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1. From the Communist point of view, that is Fascist
which is anti-Communist. If we accept the definition
given by William Z. Foster in his book, “Toward Soviet
America,” any system of government founded upon
capitalism private ownership of property is Fascist;

(Page 205) Fascism is not an alternative to capitalism; it is
capitalism, the most extreme expression of the capitalistic dictator-
ship.

For further consideration of this attitude, reference
is made to that portion of the report devoted to Com-
munistic activities.

Frequently the terms “Fascism” and “Nazism” are
used synonomously.

Much alarm has been expressed as to the danger of
Fascism in this country. The Commission believes that
Fascism in America would be fatal to many fundamental
rights and privileges which have distinguished our land.
As the result of its intensive study, the Commission is
constrained to state that indications point more strongly
to an imposition of totalitarianism from the left rather
than from the right. The Commission is of the belief
that the present widespread alarm concerning Fascism
in America in large part is the result of artful propa-
ganda planned and inspired by the Communist Party,
and widely spread by its satellites and allies.

2. In the minds of many persons a Fascist movement
is one directed by and under the control of the present
Italian government. If the intent and scope of the
resolve as to Fascist organizations referred to such a
movement, the Commission reports that at present
there is no organized Fascist activity in this Common-
wealth, international in character.

There are in the Commonwealth groups, formerly
nationals of Italy which is now under Fascist rule, who
are still loyal to the tradition of their homeland. There
is no evidence, however, that they are engaged in any
effort to carry the doctrines of Fascism into effect in
this, the land of their adoption.
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There is also evidence to indicate that some years
ago, shortly after the rise to power of Fascism in Italy,
efforts were made by that government to dominate and
control its citizens in the United States, includ ng those
living in Massachusetts.

We have found no evidence that at any time the Italian
government attempted organization here for the pur-
pose of dominating or changing the government of the
Commonw7 ealth or the United States. Such activities
as it sponsored were with the purpose and intent of in-
fluencing American citizens —to use them to foster
good-will for the Italian government and its objectives.

Numerous veterans of the World War, living in the
Commonwealth, who served in the Italian army, have
formed an organization called Ex-Combattenti. This
group, when marching in parade, has the custom of giv-
ing the Fascist salute, a custom which has given rise to
adverse criticism. However, it has been explained that
such salute is given by former members of an allied
world power, and is offered as the present official salute
of that power.

Newspapers sympathetic to Fascism in Italy are cir-
culated in Massachusetts. Of these, three are published
in Boston, twTo in the Italian language and one in English.

Likewise programs sympathetic to Fascism in Italy
emanate by radio in Massachusetts with regularity.
The programs are in the Italian tongue and usually are
sponsored by merchants who deal in goods imported
from Italy.

3. Schools for children are conducted by the Ex-Com-
battenti. There is evidence that in reality these schools
are conducted by the office of the Italian consulate and
have been directly supervised by an agent of the Italian
government; that free textbooks and prepared examina-
tions are furnished; that the best students of these classes
are given free trips to Italy and upon their embarking
are outfitted with uniforms such as those worn by the
young Fascists of that country; and that such classes
are held in Watertown, Lawrence and other communities.
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This evidence was hearsay in character. The Com-
mission believes that further information as to these
schools would be desirable.

The jurisdiction of this Commission or of the General
Court of this Commonwealth obviously does not extend
to acts of official representatives of foreign powers. The
Commission believes that a Fascist dictatorship in this
country similar to that now existent in Italy would be
repugnant to and subversive of the best interests of the
American people. On the other hand, it recognizes the
right of a foreign power to conduct its internal affairs
free from external interference, so long as there is no
attempt to superimpose its system upon other nations.

This Commission extended wide invitation to the pub-
lic and to individuals to bring forward any information
as to Fascist activity within the Commonwealth. Dur-
ing hearings this invitation was repeated to witnesses.
Even witnesses most vociferous in demands for further
investigation into Fascism could suggest only that we
have “Fascist tendencies” in the Commonwealth, as
witness:

“The recent passage of a teachers’ oath law.’
“The appointment of this Commission.
Specific reference here is made to those witnesses who

appeared on behalf of (and to that portion of this report
which deals with) the American League Against War
and Fascism now called the American League for
Peace and Democracy.

With the limited resources at its command, the Com-
mission -was dependent, for the most part, upon informa-
tion brought to it. At the same time, it sought to remain
vigilant for sources of evidence as to the matters within
the scope of its inquiry. Hence its interest in the fol-
lowing editorials which appeared in the “Boston Trav-
eler” on October 1 and 16, 1937, respectively, and the
quoted correspondence in pursuit thereof.

On October 1:

.
.

. The communistic part of the investigation is under way.
Present at the hearing was Earl Browder, recent communist candidate
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for President of the United States. He outlined what communist;
say their purpose is in the United States.

Chief witness to be heard was the secretary of the Massachusetts
communist party, Philip Frankfeld. He gave routine answers to
routine questions. However, when the communist secretary was
asked to produce the names of the 1,200 Massachusetts residents he
says are members of the party, he refused to do so.

Secretary Frankfeld said that he based his refusal on the fact that
to be required to do so would be an invasion of civil liberties. He
added that to expose the names might bring persecution to the holders.

What is perhaps nearer the fact is that there is probably no list of
1,200 authentic members of the party in good standing.

Fortunately, the hearing has started out with an absence of red-
baiting, although Frankfeld was asked by Senator Burke of Dor-
chester;

“ Do you believe in God
Frankfeld’s answer should have been that it was none of Senator

Burke’s business, nor the state’s business w'hether he believed in God,
that it was a matter between himself and his conscience. In Russia,
a person suffers deprivation of certain rights if he believes in God.
We trust that Senator Burke hasn’t it in mind to impose penalties
here on persons who do not believe in God. In this hearing, God
can get along perfectly well without Senator’s Burke’s political help.

Communism is a loathsome philosophy, rankly materialistic.
Atheism is encouraged and the religions sneered at. These are marks
of an unlearned people. Moscow has failed, nevertheless, to substi-
tute communism for God. The religious urge is steadily proving too
strong for Moscow to quell.

Here in Massachusetts the investigating committee. should not
worry about godlessness of communists. It should probe deeply
into incitement to public commotion in strikes and other civil dis-
turbances.

See how smugly the communists can give answers to such questions,

On October 16

Red Qui Sad Show.

Communism, nazi-ism, fascism and other subversive movements
are supposed to be under investigation. The original bill called for
merely an investigation of communism, a move which the “Traveler”
heartily approved. This newspaper suggested, however, and the
suggestion was adopted, that the nazis and fascists be investigated.

There’s votes in investigating them thar reds. There’s votes in
investigating them thar nazis, but not so many votes, perhaps. So
the commission merely nibbled at the nazis and now has returned to
growling at the reds. And at that, the commission is foozling it.
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For example, if the commission had spent less time asking the reds
if they believed in God and more time prying into red incitement of
labor troubles, we might get somewhere. But no, the communist
witnesses easily steered the commission into becoming interested in
red aid to Spain.

Let us get somewhere. Communism, nazi-ism and fascism are evil
threats to our freedom. Communism as a philosophy is held in con-
tempt by the intelligent American worker. Every foe of persecution,
every respecter of intelligence, condemns nazi-ism.

What about fascism, ladies and gentlemen of the commission?
Are you afraid of tackling it; afraid of doing anything' except go
through the motions?

Go to it. Fight for America

November 8, 1937.

Mr. Joseph P. Toyb, Editor, “Boston Traveler,” Boston, Massachusetts.
My Dear Mr. Toye; The Commission gathers from your edi-

torials of October Ist and October 16th that you have information
as to communist incitement in labor troubles and civil disturbances,
and also as to nazism and fascism, in Massachusetts, beyond what
has been adduced at hearings.

It is the desire and intent of the Commission to secure every bit of
information within its scope and capacity. If you have factual data
which will assist in this purpose, we shall be glad to have you submit
it to the Commission.

Your reply will be appreciated
Cordially yours,

Roland H. Parker,
Secretary.

November 9, 1937.

Roland H. Parker, Secretary, Subversive Activities Commission,

Room J/.50, Stale House, Boston, Mass.
My Dear Mr. Parker; Thank you for your letter of Nov. 8.

If I had any first-hand information other than you have brought out
at your hearings, I would be happy to give it to your commission. The
editorials to which you refer were based upon newspaper despatches
and other articles available to everybody.

Very truly yours,

There exists in the city of Springfield an organization
known as the Military Police Reserve. This organiza-
tion has 75 men in its first company and 45 in its recruit
company. They pay dues of $3 a year and run dances

Joe Toye.
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and other events to raise money for the payment of rent
of quarters and other expenses. They drill in target
practice at the police headquarters range, and also in
marching, wrestling and jiu-jitsu, and receive instruction
in law and municipal ordinances. They are available
for hire, as hereinafter further noted.

Testimony shows that the city of Springfield main-
tains a comparatively small police force and to some
extent depends upon the Military Police Reserve for
supplementary aid. Some, not all, of the men are regu-
larly sworn special policemen. During the time of the
flood in 1936 the entire Military Police Reserve was
sworn in as officers, and the members rendered arduous
and valuable service in that emergency.

The Military Police Reserve is a private, voluntary
organization, not a component part of the law enforce-
ment agencies of the Commonwealth or of Springfield.
Its members at times are given assignments by the police
department as special officers for public duty at the fair-
grounds, football fields, public halls, and so forth. Por-
tions of the group have also been hired for duty at
Brockton and Boxford, Massachusetts, and at Goshen,
in the State of New York.

The Commission received evidence that the Military
Police had been used in strike duty in Springfield during
a clothing workers’ strike not long ago. This the com-
mander of the Military Police Reserve denied. He stated
that the Military Police Reserve had been used during
the telephone strike of many years ago, not for patrol
duty, but to escort girl workers to and from their jobs.
He stated they had not been used for strike duty since
that time, and, to quote his agreement with the Police
Commissioners:

The agreement I made with the Commissioners when I took it was,
that we would stay out of labor troubles. If he had to strip the out-
skirts of the city and bring his men to a strike, I can’t say that he
would not need some men out there to protect.

There is nothing to show, however, that those mem-
bers of the Military Police Reserve, who are special police
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officers of the city of Springfield, could not be mobilized
for strike duty by order of the police commissioners.

It was testified by the commander that thirty of the
uniforms for his men were supplied by members of the
Chamber of Commerce, not from the treasury of that
organization, but by individual contributions which
cleared through the secretary of the Chamber of Com-
merce. The men themselves provided the rest of their
own equipment.

The police department of Springfield is under civil
service. There is, and for some time past has been, a
number of qualified men awaiting appointment from the
civil service list. That list had not been exhausted
before the members of the Military Police Reserve were
assigned to special duty. A few of the men in the Mili-
tary Police Reserve are also on the civil service list for
appointment. The reported practice of assigning non-
civil service men to special duty from the Military Police
Reserve deprives those who have taken the civil service
examination from receiving assignments to special duty
to which they would be entitled, and which would help
them to gain experience in preparation for eventual duty
in the regular police force in Springfield.

Such a unit of private, armed guards the Commission
believes to be distinctly dangerous in character and pro-
clivity. It believes that such units should not be allowed
to exist or to operate for hire; that there should be no
armed groups apart from the duly constituted police or
military forces of the United States, the Commonwealth
and its subdivisions; or chartered groups of veterans
who have been in the military service of the United
States in time of war and -who receive arms under Federal
or state authorization. The Commission therefore recom-
mends legislation suggested in Appendix A, appended to
and made a part of this report.
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This Commission pays tribute to those American citi-
zens of the German race who have helped to maintain
our Commonwealth under the ideals of American free-
dom and tolerance. Any of the portions of our report
which deal with activities or purposes of persons or
groups of German blood which are contrary to the ideals
stated above apply only to those persons or groups, and
in no sense to the majority of our citizens of German
ancestry.

Some time in the first part of 1932 an individual came
to Massachusetts by the name of Kurt G. W. Luedecke.
He bore a letter which stated that his activities in this
country were personally authorized and approved by
Adolf Hitler. Hitler had not at that time risen to power
or taken over the dictatorship of Germany. It is be-
lieved that Luedecke came to Boston from Detroit.

It had been suggested to Luedecke, prior to his com-
ing, that he get in touch with Edward H. Hunter, who
operates the Industrial Defense Association, Inc., in
Boston. (Hunter’s activities will be set forth in greater
detail subsequent hereto.) It is established that Lue-
decke’s purpose in coming to Massachusetts was to form
a Swastika League, as an American arm of the Nazi
movement in Germany, and to found a paper devoted to
Nazi teachings. Hunter has testified that his seeming
co-operation with Luedecke was for the purpose of gather-
ing information concerning the latter which would fur-
nish grounds for his deportation. He took Luedecke
to his bank for the purpose of opening an account. He
introduced Luedecke to his own lawyer for the purpose
of drawing necessary forms to be filed with the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth in applying for a charter of
the Swastika League.

Shortly after Luedecke’s arrival his presence and pur-
poses became the objects of attention from a number of
officials. A few of these officials established close rela-
tionship with him, ostensibly for the purpose of aiding

Nazi Activity.
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him but in reality to expose him. At least one of those
who signed the application for the incorporation of a
Swastika League was effective in gaining a refusal of the
charter.

Luedecke, at his own request, gave a talk at the Army
and Navy Club in Boston, seeking to promote the cause
of Hitlerism and the formation of the Swastika League.
He advocated that every Jew be killed. Before the
meeting, doubt arose as to Luedecke and his motives.
Officials therefore were invited to the meeting unknown
to Luedecke.

Within a short time Luedecke was given his choice of
leaving the country voluntarily or facing deportation
proceedings. He left.

Luedecke founded and began the circularization of a
Nazi newspaper in Massachusetts largely devoted to
anti-Semitism.

A signer of the Swastika League application for charter
was one Walter Kuhring. According to testimony,
Kuhring was ardently in favor of the proposed League.
When Kuhring testified before the Commission, how-
ever, he stated, "Luedecke was a crook.”

Kuhring is the present commander of the League of
German War Veterans which has its headquarters at
70 Glen Road, Jamaica Plain. Another unit exists in
Lawrence. The German War Veterans constitute a group
which adopted a new constitution and by-laws in Feb-
ruary, 1937, and formerly were part of the group known
as the Stalhelm, or Steel Helmets. Kuhring’s organiza-
tion is connected with the Reichskroigersbund of Ger-
many, in a “social and organizational nature.” According
to the constitution and by-laws of the German War
Veterans, any regulations issued by the Bundesfiihrer
(in Germany) are binding upon the members here “in
so far as they do not conflict with the civil duties of the
American members.” Also the Bundesfiihrer acts as the
final court of appeal to decide complaints of members.
Among the special purposes of the League of German
War Veterans are:
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... to restrain members to become good American citizens and to
respect the German name in this State ... to cultivate the German
language, culture, and clarification endeavors concerning our old
fatherland in the U. S. A.; to strive to maintain a friendly relation-
ship between the U. S. A. and Germany; and to legally oppose slander
against the third Eeich, its Fuehrer and its Flag.

The swastika forms a part of the emblem used by the
League of German War Veterans. When asked to explain
why it is so used, Kuhring answered;

Because, we German war veterans demand the same rights as any
British, Italian, or any other foreign veteran in this country, to carry
our flag, what is recognized by the United States Government.

On Armistice Day, 1934, the League of German War
Veterans was invited to participate with the veterans of
the Commonwealth in parade. It has been testified that
the swastika symbol had not at that time become the
flag of Germany. The German War Veterans brought
with them a swastika flag. Objection was raised by
American veterans and the flag was not carried in the
parade, but Kuhring’s group donned swastika arm bands.

The Stalhelm and its successor, the League of German
War Veterans, from time to time secured the co-operation
of German steamship lines for the purpose of entertaining
American war veterans and stimulating Nazi propaganda.
This was denied by Kuhring. Members of Kuhring’s
organization have been invited to meetings of American
veterans, and his organization, in turn, has entertained
American veterans. Kuhring stated that this was not
for the purpose of propaganda but to promote friendly
relationship between former combatants.

In an issue of “Volkischer Beobachter,” Hitler’s party
publication, there appeared what purported to be a letter
written by Walter Kuhring to an official of the German
Nazi Party. Kuhring denied any knowledge of this
paper before seeing the facsimile of one of its pages
carrying the aforesaid purported letter. Kuhring was
asked to translate from the German that portion of the
article which alleged to contain quotations of his letter.
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He requested he be given opportunity to do so during the
noon recess. That request was granted. His transla-
tion is given herewith:

How great the interests of the German in all the United States, in
all lands of the world is for the new Germany can be seen out of a
letter just received from Boston, Massachusetts. Mr. Walter Kuh-
ring, German front soldier, and commander of the German foreign
war veterans expresses his thanks to Mr. Britz for sending him copies
of the Volkischer Beobachter since 1931, and stated I have seen that
which interest my comrades, received other issues of this paper. It
is always a pleasure to hear about the great accomplishments of the
leader, when read in our meetings.

The scene of activities seems to be changed, and we here in America
have a hard standing, since we still live in the paradise of Jews. They
are using the same tactics here as they did sixteen years ago in Ger-
many. We German war veterans in all foreign lands look upon our-
selves as best fitted to fight for the recognition of our fatherland,
and thus express our admiration of the leader and saviour of Germany,
Adolph Hitler.

Kuhring testified he did not write the letter to the
official named above. He stated:
. . . I may write a similar letter to my mother, a similar letter. Of
course, it was altogether different, but the reason this man Britz
I never saw him; I never knew him. At the time, he was a war veteran,
and he gave my mother some papers, and my mother sent me the
papers,

.
. .

Shortly after Hitler became Chancellor in Germany
and the Nazis established their dictatorship, there was
a split among the members of the Stalhelm in Boston. A
considerable number broke away and formed what came
to be named the German Legion Inc. of Boston, chartered
in May, 1937. This group is a unit of the German and
Austrian War Veterans in the U. S. A. Inc.

Headquarters of the German Legion, Inc., is at 194
Heath Street, Roxbury, which is a building under the
control of the German Educational Society. The Com-
mission summoned Max Beichel, present commander of
the German Legion.

He stated that the German Legion was composed of
members who served in the German and Austrian armies
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during the World War. It numbers 50 or 60 members of
whom approximately 90 per cent are American citizens.
Beichel is a citizen of Germany.

Beichel was asked whether or not the German Legion
accepted Jews as members. He stated they are so
accepted. When asked whether the split among the
German group of war veterans had been due to a dif-
ference of attitude towards the present government of
Germany, Beichel replied: “I cannot say anything about
this. We are together as comrades.”

Beichel has a mother, a brother and a sister still in
Germany. The Commission takes note of the fact that
utterances unfavorable to Hitlerism, although made in
America, could provoke retaliation upon the relatives in
Germany of persons making such utterances.

The Commission believes the inference may be drawn
from what has been set forth above, and from considerable
other evidence presented before it, that Kuhring’s group
of German war veterans follows and upholds the Nazi
regime, and that its control is lodged in Berlin. Exami-
nation of its membership list discloses no Jewish names.
The constitution and by-laws provide, however, that no
reasons for refusal of an application need be given.

There has been testimony to the effect that a Bund,
such as exists in New Jersey and the State of New York,
has attempted formation in Massachusetts, and that at
least one camp for children has been operated in the
Commonwealth. There was published a sensational
story by a Worcester newspaper concerning such an
alleged camp in Shrewsbury. Upon investigation, the
Commission finds that there is no basis for the reports
that Bund or Nazi camps have operated here.

Newspapers and magazines issued by and in support of
Nazi regime in Germany come into this Commonwealth
in considerable quantities. In line with the policy of
their publishers, they seek to promote anti-Semitism and
support for Hitler. This propaganda comes into the
country from Germany, part of it through regular cus-
toms channels, and part of it is smuggled into the Com-
monwealth.
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This Commission has found no attempt to set up in this
Commonwealth a program international in character,
comparable to that of the Communist Party by which a
struggle is undertaken to secure control of the Common-
wealth or of the Nation, and place it under a Nazi regime.
However, there are definite campaigns to arouse antipathy
towards Jews.

Early in the course of hearings, while the Commission
was dealing with Communist activity, the Reverend
Donald G. Lothrop and Henry R. Silberman (both sup-
porters of the American League Against War and Fascism)
requested that the course of investigation be broken to
permit the appearance of an expert witness on Nazi
activity in Massachusetts. (Later, when himself a
witness, Lothrop said, “I am using Nazism and Fascism
interchangeably.”) The Commission met this request,
and on October 14, 1937, there appeared one John L.
Spivak of 313 East 17th Street, New York City.

He was introduced by Orville S. Poland, attorney, and
chairman of the Massachusetts Civil Liberties Committee,
a section of the American Civil Liberties Union, who
asserted that various individuals and organizations were
responsible for his appearance. This Commission believes
that at least some of those given as sponsors, if they
authorized the use of their names, were deceived concern-
ing Spivak’s activities, connections and character.

With the exception of certain publications of the In-
dustrial Defense Association, Inc., Spivak had only
hearsay testimony to offer. When pressed for sources
he fell back upon the privilege of a “newspaper man”
to protect his sources.

From the quality of his testimony, and considering
his background as a Communist propagandist for years
past, there is no doubt in the minds of the members of
this Commission that he was brought here specifically to
make statements which he could not support and which
in too few instances referred to a part of the subversive
activity in Massachusetts, the jurisdiction to which this
Commission is limited. Spivak’s task in our opinion
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was to create a definite break to divert attention from
investigation of Communism, and to provide sensational
publicity. He did. There is no ground to believe, how-
ever, that all of those named by Poland as Spivak’s
sponsors were privy to this purpose or would have coun-
tenanced it. In fact, were they fully aware of Spivak’s
Communistic connections, it is doubtful if his appearance
would have been sponsored by any one but the Com-
munist organizations themselves. This is another ex-
ample by which the Communist Party operates.

Spivak’s writings over a number of years have appeared
in the “New Masses” and in the “Daily Worker.” He
is an author of special pamphlets, published by and for
International Publishers, which organization is an arm
of the Communist Party of the United States. His
writings are currently in the catalogues of Worker’s Li-
brary Publishers, another publishing house of the Com-
munist Party.

Some time ago Spivak went to Cuba and wrote for
Communist publication a series of articles concerning
Communist organization and activity in the Caribbean.
Considering the fact that the Communists of Cuba are
under the direction of the Communist Party of New
York, and the fact that a stringent government of Cuba
did not permit anything but underground activity by
Communists, it may reasonably be inferred that Spivak
could not have had entree to sources of information in
Cuba without being vouched for to the Communists of
Cuba.

Probably as scurrilous a thing as Spivak has yet writ-
ten was an article on the American Red Cross which ap-
peared in a nationally circulated magazine. By suppres-
sion of material facts, and by distortion, he sought to
prove this great humanitarian organization to be other
than what it is, and to be a form of money-getting racket.
The charges and insinuations which Spivak made in that
article have been disproved. Communists and their
allies have as one purpose the destruction of all bourgeois,
capitalist, social and human agencies. It is hard to be-
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lieve that Spivak did not have either the same or a similar
purpose in writing as he did of the American Red Cross.

Shortly before the expiration of an extension of this
Commission invitations were sent to persons in the Com-
monwealth to a meeting for white “gentiles,” to be held
in the premises previously mentioned herein as under
the control of the German Educational Society. The
invitation was headed by a pillared swastika. The in-
vitation was as follows:

German American Bun
An Organization of Pat
Americans of German Stock

National Executive Offices: Mail Addre
Post Office Box 1

Station “K"
178 East 85th Street, F

New York, N. Y
New York, N. YPublic Relations Director.

February 2nd, 1938.

Dear Sir; You have been recommended to us as a patriotic
citizen. We take pleasure in inviting you and your friends to attend
a meeting of the German American Bund at the “Deutscher Fort-
bildungsverein,” 194 Heath St., Roxbury, on Saturday, February sth,
at 8.30 p.m., where the aims and purposes of our organization will be
outlined. There will be no admission charged. All Aryan (White
Gentile) Americans are welcome.

Hail Aryan American Nationalism.
Very faithfully yours

German American Bund,
G. W. Kunze,

National Director of Public Relations.

A number of individuals brought this invitation to
the attention of the Commission some time after the
meeting had been held. Due to the fact that the Com-
mission had a very short time in which to prepare its
report, and was without any funds for further investiga-
tion, it was impossible to go into this new development.
We believe it should be looked into and is a proper object
of scrutiny by a permanent bureau of citizenship which
is hereinafter recommended.
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Seeking to set class against class, race against race,
religion against religion, this Commission conceives to
be definitely subversive to the American form of govern-
ment. There are operating in the United States a num-
ber of organizations and individuals who have as their
main purpose the defaming and ruin of Jews. They
issue countless publications and pamphlets, and there is
no doubt that a great deal of this propaganda comes into
this Commonwealth from outside its borders. This sec-
tion of the report will quote from certain of them. The
greatest portion of this section of the report, however, is
given over to the activities of one such organization
within Massachusetts.

The most vicious activity, clearly intended to incite
racial and religious hatred, is one carried on in the name
of the Industrial Defense Association, Inc. The purpose
of this Association, incorporated under the laws of
Massachusetts, as expressed in its application for char-
ter is:

To inculcate the principles of Americanism and oppose socialism
and communism among the people of the United States.

This organization the Commission finds to be a one-
man activity created and managed by Edward H.
Hunter. Hunter appeared to testify before the Com-
mission in public session. His testimony was in part
evasive and in part contradictory.

Ross Currier, treasurer of the Industrial Defense Asso-
ciation, testified his only duty was to sign checks pre-
pared and submitted to him, and to make up a financial
report each year; that the entire management and func-
tioning of the Association was in the hands of Hunter.

The books of the Industrial Defense Association show
only anonymous contributions. Hunter testified that
members and contributors have always been synonymous,
and that their names had not been entered in the books
since the time when the Congress of the United States

Other Subversive Activities.
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appointed a committee to investigate subversive activi-
ties. He stated there was a list of contributors; that it
was within his control, but not in his possession. Upon
demand for this list he refused to have it produced. The
Commission sought an order from the Supreme Judicial
Court to compel the production of this list. As has been
pointed out in the introduction to this report, in this case
it was agreed by the parties and the court that the single
justice hearing the petition should make his findings of
fact and report them to the full bench for ruling. To this
date those findings of fact have not been made.

Hunter also testified before the Commission that he
had destroyed all correspondence in the files of the In-
dustrial Defense Association at the time the aforesaid
congressional committee was appointed. In controver-
sion of this statement, Hunter produced as a part of his
evidence in the Supreme Judicial Court a letter received
by the Association many months prior to the time of the
alleged destruction of records.

The Commission presents excerpts from testimony
given by Hunter on October 25 and 27, 1937:

Q. (Representative Julian examining.) You also testified you
rve some 100,000 names in your files. Do you remember that testi-

mony? A. That is true
Q. Have you given us those names in any of your exhibits? A. I

have not.
Q. Why haven’t you brought them here in response to the subpoena?

A. It would take a couple of trades to bring them he
Q. 100,000 names, two trucks? A. I couldn’t bring them up,

Certainly, two men couldn’t bring them up. It would take a truck,
Q. Would you have any objection, if a truck were backed up to

your office, and the names brought up for the commission? A. I
don’t think it is necessary

Q. Would you have any objection to that being done? A. If
they were returned to us, intact.

Q. All your material will be returned, I assume.
The Chairman: I can assure the witness about that.
Q. Whose names are they? Are they contributors? A. No.
Q. Are they members? A. No.
Q. Well what names do they represent? A. Persons who are

engaged in subversive activities, members of the Communist party
in different parts of the country.
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Q. Do you think this commission ought to know who they are?
A. You can.

Q. You will make them available to the commission? A. Of
coun

(See letter from L. Guy Dennett, dated November 30,
1937, and paragraph numbered 5 therein, post.)

Q. (Chairman examining.) What has become of that mailing
list? A. Our regular mailing list is a part of perhaps five thousand
or six thousand cards in our office.

Q. That is in your office at the present time? A. It ii
Q. And have you brought it with us this afternoon? A. I have

not.
Q. The commission would make demand upon you for that list,

Mr. Hunter. A. I shall have to refuse it.

(See letter from L. Guy Dennett, dated November 30
1937, and paragraph therein numbered 6, post.)

Q. (Chairman examining.) I would ask you, Mr. Hunter, to
look at this exhibit, 162-J. (Customs receipt for printed material.)
It goes back to 1933. I would ask you if you could tell us what that
refers to? A. I can’t Madam. It is a pamphlet of some kind. I
see four packages; I would say it was a pamphlet of some kind.

Q. Can you give us any information on that? A. Not offhand
Q. Would you have in yourrecords? A. I would

Q. (Chairman examining.) Will you look at Exhibit 162-K (cus-
tom receipt for printed material) and tell us whether or not you can
state what that refers to? A. I cannot.

Q. Would you have any record in your office? A. Yes,
Q. Which would show us for what this receipt was? A. Yes
Q. The Commission would make demand upon you for that Mr

Hunter. A. lam sorry. I can’t give it to you.

Q. Referring to Exhibit 162-G, May 1936, 200 books. Will you
give us the title of the book that came in on that receipt? A. I
can’t identify the book from that, Madam.

Q. Can you tell us who the sender was on that? A. I think it
was the Boswell Publishing Company.

Q. Have you information in your file which would indicate to
what this receipt for 200 books refers? A. We have.

Q. We make demand on you for that, Mr. Hunter. A. I will
get it for you.

Q. Will you look at the reverse of that, and see if that refreshes
your mind, the word “Zionism”? A. It does . . .
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Q. Have you a copy of one of those pamphlets now in your posse
sion? A. I have.

Q. Will you make that available to the Commission? A. No,
Madam.

Q. The Commission makes demand upon you for a copy of that,
Mr. Hunter. A. Noted.

(See letter from L. Guy Dennett dated November 30,
1937, and paragraph numbered 3 therein; also letter
from Dennett dated December 3, 1937.)

Q. The Commission would make demand upon you for the record
in support of receipt Exhibit 162-H. A. I will have to refuse,
Madam.

Q. Exhibit 162-A (Customs receipt). Will you see if you identify
those, and on the reverse, in what appear I will ask you if you can
identify the handwriting, the words “The Unpopular Front, Spain”.
A. That writing in the book is from my office, and I would identify
that, to the best of my knowledge, as of the form of a pamphlet known
as the “Unpopular Front”. That was written I think it is the
Militant Christian Societies of London . .

.

Q. Have you a copy of that leaflet, Mr. Hunter? A. I havi
Q. Will you make that available to the Commission? A. No,

Madam.
Q. The Commission will request of you your office records in re-

lation to all of these receipts, and also a copy of this pamphlet, “The
Unpopular Front”. A. I will have to refuse, Madam.

(See letters from Dennett of November 30 and De-
cember 3, 1937, post.)

The witness was similarly questioned regarding each
of the customs receipts submitted in evidence and gave
similar answers.

In view of the foregoing quotations, it becomes ma-
terial to set forth an exchange of correspondence between
the Commission and Hunter’s attorney, as indicative of
Hunter’s attitude and character. In open court, on
November 12, 1937, and as a part of the record of that
proceeding, the aforesaid attorney promised that the
Commission would be tendered everything demanded by
it from Hunter, excepting a list of contributors. On that
representation, the Justice was to consider the merits of
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the petition solely as to the production of such list of
contributors.

November 23, 1937

L. Guy Dennett, Esq., 11 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Dennett: I am mindful that at the recent hearing

before the Supreme Court in the matter of the petition which the
Commission! filed relative to Edward H. Hunter you asked me if I
would advise you just what further material the Commission desired
from Mr. Hunter.

We would request the following which Mr. Hunter previously has
refused to produc

1. Correspondence file.
2. Copies of all pamphlets published by the Industrial Defense

Association and not previously presented by Mr. Hunter, including
a copy of '‘Potato Rebellion”.

3. Copies of each of the publications noted on the eleven customs
receipts introduced by Mr. Hunter.

4. Copies of materials received from any and all contact:
5. List of individuals and organizations promoting subversive

activities.
6. Mailing list
The foregoing is of course exclusive of the material which is the

subject matter of the suit now pending before the Supreme Judicial
Court.

As soon as this material is ready for delivery, will you please tele-
phone to Mr. Parker, our secretary, at Capitol 4600, Rm. #450, so
that he may make an appointment with you for the purpose of re-
ceiving it

V: Tv truly yours,

Sybil H. Holmes,
Chairman.

November 30, 1937.
My Dear Miss Holmes: In reply to your letter of November

produce the additional material
5 you the following exhibits, the
: Association, Inc. which I under-
d by your Commission as exhibits

23rd, requesting Mr. Hunter to
enumerated therein, I am sendin
property of the Industrial Defensi
stand are to be marked and treate
and returned to Mr. Hunter, together with the exhibits previous!
delivered to you, as soon as the Commission is through with them; -

1. Four hundred and fourteen letters, being the correspondent
file.

2. Copies of all pamphlets published by the Industrial Defense
Association, Inc. not previously presented by Mr. Hunter to your
Commission, or introduced as exhibits at the hearing in the Supreme
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Judicial Court before Judge Donahue, including a copy of “Potato
Rebellion”.

3. Mr. Hunter has no copies of the publications noted on the eleven
customs receipts other than those already in the hands of your Com-
mission.

4. All materials received from contacts other than the material
already submitted to your Commission are submitted herewith,
consisting of 222 pamphlets, newspapers, circulars and clippings.

5. A complete list of all known Subversive Organizations in the
United States is herewith submitted in a printed pamphlet entitled
“extracts from Public Hearings before the Special Committee on
Un-American Activities”, statement of Walter S. Steele dated Decem-
ber 29, 1934. This list contains the names and addresses of all sub-
versive organizations known to Mr. Hunter. He has no other list
except the one already submitte to your Commission

6. The Industrial Defense Ass
the form of a mailing list but use
ton City Directory, New Englanc

Dciation has nothing drawn up in
. the following sources: —• The Bos-
Directory, Who’s Who in America,

and the Social Register of the United States
Very truly yours

L. Guy Dennett
Counsel for Edward H. Hunter.

November 30, 19s
My Dear Mr. Dennett: The messenger from your office has

just delivered to me two bundles of material submitted by you as
from E. H. Hunter and the Industrial Defense Association.

In response to your paragraph numbered 3, so far as the Commis-
sion is aware it has no copies of any of the publications noted on the
eleven customs receipts. It seeks to learn what the publications wrere
that were imported by Mr. Hunter or the Industrial Defense Associa-
tion and to obtain a copy of each. Mr. Hunter was interrogated by
the chairman on October 27, 1937, concerning each of these receipts
and at that time he stated that records in his office would indicate in
every instance exactly what was received. Each time he was asked
whether or not he had a copy of the book or printed material covered
by a particular receipt he stated that he had but would not submit it
to the Commission.

The information given you by Mr. Hunter in your paragraph 5 is
quite different from his testimony of October 25th. At that time he
stated he had a file of 100,000 names of persons engaged in subversive
activities and that the file was so bulky it would require a truck to
transport it. It is this file which the Commission has requested.

Paragraph 6: Mr. Hunter mentioned nothing about the Boston
City Directory or the other directories which you list. On the con-
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trary, he stated that his mailing list is a part of perhaps “five thou-
sand or six thousand cards” in his office.

Considering the testimony outlined above, I bring to your notice
that it does not seem that Mr. Hunter has faithfully fulfilled the
representation which he authorized you to make before Justice Dona-
hue.

Very truly you:

Roland H. Parker,
Secretary.

December 3, 1937.

My Dear Mr. Parker: I have your letter of November 30th
and have again conferred with Mr. Hunter, covering the points raised
therein.

In re paragraph 3, Mr. Hunter says that if you will examine the
material sent you November 30th, you will find copies of “Zionism”
and “Unpopular Front”, both published in London, England. These
are all he has been able to find and he says that all other publications
noted on the customs receipts in question were distributed to persons

lummoned to testify before yourrequesting them, before he was
commission

airman's letter of November 23rd,
individuals and organizations pro-

In re paragraph 5: In your C
a request was made for a “fist o
moting subversive activities”. Such a list was supplied. Mr. Hunter
informs me that he did testify that his organization has files con-
taining approximately 100,000 names of persons all over the U. S.
believed to be engaged in subversive activities. He says that he did
not testify that these 100,000 names are from Massachusetts and
that as a matter of fact they are from all parts of the U. S. and he
has never attempted to separate or classify them and has no idea
how many of them are in Massachusetts. These files are in constant
daily use at its office in the conduct of the business of the Association.
I feel sure that the members of the Commission wish to be reasonable
in their demands, but it seems to me that it would not be reasonable
to request the Association to move all its current files to the State
House so that the organization could no longer function.

Mr. Hunter, has, however, authorized me to say that your Com-
mission may make such examination of these files as it cares to at the
office of the association. These files will be open to the inspection of
the Commission at such time as may suit your convenience and in
this way the Association would not be entirely deprived of their use.
I trust that this plan will appeal to you as being fair and reasonable.

As to Paragraph 6, I now understand that Mr. Hunter does have a
card index for mailing purposes containing perhaps five or six thou-
sand cards compiled from the sources named in my letter. That as
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these cards are in constant daily use, and as his office is not equipped
to do the work which would be entailed in copying them, he has author-
ized me to offer your commission the opportunity to examine these
cards at his office at your convenience.

If your Commission should decide to accept the above offers, will
you please advise me so that I may be present.

Very truly yours,

L. Guy Dennett
Counselfor Edward H. Hunter.

For the purpose of the Industrial Defense Association,
Inc., as set forth in its charter and hereinbefore quoted,
the Association purports to be an anti-Communist organ-
ization. There is nothing in its stated purpose to indicate
that it included sanction of a systematic campaign to
defame the Jewish race and to incite hatred against and
contempt for the Jewish people. On the contrary, the
purpose is expressly “to inculcate principles of Ameri-
canism.” Principles of Americanism can nowhere be
found which embrace activities of such character against
any component part of the citizenry of this country. The
above-stated purpose, in the light of its present activities
area, is a deception and a fraud.

Hunter makes repeated appeals for public funds. The
closing paragraph of one of his printed appeals soliciting
contributions reads;

Why not become acquainted with the Industrial Defense Associa-
tion, Inc. A strictly gentile association ....

Examination of the financial statements indicate that
the income of the Industrial Defense Association has
ranged from approximately $5,000 to $lO,OOO per year.
Currently the books indicate one contributor of $3OO per
month. Hunter refused to disclose the identity of this
contributor. Some of Hunter’s personal bills are paid by
checks of the Industrial Defense Association, and recorded
in its books of record. Hunter stated he had no personal
checking account and the amounts of checks drawn for
his personal bills were deducted from his drawing account.

There is a set of officers and directors of the Industrial
Defense Association who, as has previously been pointed
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out, are little more than dummies. The list of these, as
submitted by Hunter, is as follows:

Edward G. Jay, President.
Miss Evvie F. Dalby, Vice-President
Ross H. Currier, Treasurer.
Edward H. Hunter, Executive Secretary.
Rev. Wallace E. Hayes, Director.
Harry A. Jung, Director.
Mrs. Eliza J. Richards, Director.
Mrs. C. W. Mansur, Director, Chicago, 111
Jerome O. Smith, Director.
Mrs. E. M. Pales, Director
Commodore C. H. Shaw, U. S. N., retired, Director.
Mrs. Hemw A. Fiske, Director.
Capt. Theodore D. Gottlieb, Director, Newark, N. J.

In 1933 the Boston Better Business Bureau was asked
to investigate the Industrial Defense Association. It did
so. In one portion of his testimony Hunter denied such
an investigation was made. At another time Hunter
admitted that there had been an investigation, and he,
in turn, had investigated the Boston Better Business
Bureau. Hunter did seek to learn the racial descent of
the manager of the aforesaid Bureau.

When the manager of the Boston Better Business
Bureau appeared before the Commission, he was
asked:

(Senator Burke.)

Q. Your organization has investigated many matters that have
been captioned as “Rackets”. Would you place this one in the same
category . . .

? A. Preceded by the word “religious”, I think I
would.

At the time of the formation of the Industrial Defense
Association, and throughout the later 1920’5, its publica-
tions were directed towards exposure of Communist
activities and inroads to our system of government.

It was some time after its incorporation that Hunter
adopted and caused the Industrial Defense Association
to be the exponent of the slogan: “Communism and
Judaism are Inseparable.” With the pursuit of this
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wholesale indictment of the Jewish race as the policy of
the Association, those genuinely patriotic civic-minded
citizens who had supported a drive against Communism,
and for the defence of American government, withdrew
from the Industrial Defense Association.

At the present time in Hunter’s publications anti-
Semitism overshadows exposure of Communism.

With the same distortions and fabrications of Nazi
writers, of Edmondson and Winrod (cited hereinafter),
and of the “Protocols of Zion,” Mr. Hunter, in his
pamphlet “Christianity versus Judaism,” goes to these
or similar sources and presents contempt-inspiring por-
trayal of the Jewish race.

Little of Hunter’s writing is original. Many of the
facts, and much of the wording, have been plagiarized
by him.

Rabbi Shubow testified that in the summer of 1936 he
obtained in Geneva a copy of the newspaper “L’Homme
de Droite” for August, 1936, which paper he learned was
“being sponsored and circulated by the Nazis of Ger-
many.” The newspaper was presented as an exhibit.
There appears in it a supplement containing a large num-
ber of caricatures, which obviously were drawn to over-
emphasize Jewish features and to engender disgust and
hatred. In one of Mr. Hunter’s publications called “The
Grave-Diggers of Russia” a number of these exact cari-
catures are reproduced. They are reproduced in such
order that the conclusion is inescapable that he obtained
the drawings from a source conducting an anti-Semitic
campaign, like that of Hitler. For instance, the first
four drawings in “The Grave-Diggers of Russia” are the
same four in the upper left of the sheet in “L’Homme de
Droite.” Number five, six, seven and eight follow in the
same sequence as in the newspaper, likewise, the ninth,
tenth and eleventh.

Earlier Hunter testified the drawings were first pub-
lished in a daily paper in France (which coincides with
Shubow’s testimony and his submission of “L’Homme
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de Droite”), later in a daily paper in London, and then
put in pamphlet form. He stated that he secured per-
mission from the publisher, Militant Christian Patriots,
to copy them, and that he had issued 40,000 to 50,000 of
this pamphlet.

It is impractical to present a full review of Hunter’s
scurrilous anti-Semitic publications, but excerpts from
certain of them follow:

Special Report World Anti-Judaism
... it might not be a bad idea for certain leather-lunged Jewish

leaders to inform the Gentile public where any patriotic Gentile
American citizen may be found who lacks the “Anti-Jew Mind”, and
who is not convinced that a small minority of self-appointed radical
leaders are bringing disaster to the Jew in every country in the world.

This is a libel against the non-Jewish as well as against
the Jewish people.

Said Hunter in his pamphlet, “Prophets of Despair:

A Nation-Wide Movement.
It is now twelve years since this association was originated under

the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for the purpose of
disseminating information among patriotic citizens concerning the
spread of Communism. Since that time we frequently have been
abused by those in whose interests we have worked, some timid and
trusting souls even accusing us of inciting class hatred.

He goes on to link Communism with the entire Jewish
race, topping off with a finale of electioneering and an
appeal for contributions.

The Industrial Defense Association has been a con-
sistent importer of subversive pamphlets from foreign
sources for distribution in this Commonwealth.

The Industrial Defense Association has circulated
throughout Massachusetts the book entitled “Zionism,”
one of the importations as above noted.

One copy of this book in the possession of the Commis
sion bears the imprint of the Industrial Defense Associa
tion, Inc., and is an avowed anti-Semitic publication.
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Publications of an anti-Semitic organization called
“The Britons,” 40 Great Ormond Street, London, have
also been imported and distributed, as well as quoted, by
Hunter.

Hunter has advised persons as to sources other than
himself for anti-Semitic publications. Some of these
sources have included the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod,
Wichita, Kansas, Robert E. Edmondson and others.
Many of their publications come into Massachusetts.
The following is from Robert Edward Edmondson:

Women of America! Rescue the Republic!
Those who have been actively anti-Jewish in this anti-Commumst

crusade are epithetically labeled “Nazi” by the deviating enemy.
But if, as seems to be the case, Nazism is for separation of Religion
and Politics, then I’m for that; if Nazism is for Patriotism against
Communism, Pm for that; if Nazism is for Nationalism against In-
ternationalism, I’m for that: if Nazism is for rule by Gentile Majority
against Jewish Minority, I’m for that; if Nazism is for the Anglo-
Saxon Code of Justice against the Judaistic Code of “Get”, Pm for
that; if the Nazi open-hand salute the peace-hail of our American
Indian stands for Fellowship as against the Communist Civil War
Fisx-Salute, then i’m for that!

One witness presented to the Commission samples of
material which he had received through the mail from
one Maj. Frank Pease, commander, International Legion
Against Communism. Major Pease’ current address
was P. 0. Box 361, Coral Gables, Florida, although he
seems to have operated in London, England, and, at one
time, from the Woodstock Tower, Tudor City, New York
City. From the same post office address at Coral Gables
is sent out a magazine “Nation and Race,” and pub-
lished by William Gregg Blanchard 11. These publica-
tions by Pease and Blanchard are coming into Massa-
chusetts, but in what quantities the Commission cannot
determine.

While they are ostensibly to fight the Communists,
these writers and promoters go far beyond their stated
objects to condemn without exception every member
of the Jewish race as being one and all “degenerates, dis-
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honest, plotters against our government,” seeking to
establish a Soviet dictatorship. The following is taken
from “Nation and Race,” January, 1937 (M. F. Abbott):

The Jew is an animal that will never change his spots. So, when
we see a man slandered, framed, and crucified in public opinion, we
must always ask ourselves: “What has that man done to offend the
Jews?” .

. .

(Page 26) The survey rather revealed that while in the South
typhus fever is a genetic strain peculiar to rats, in New York it is a
racial legacy peculiar to Jews.

Among other anti-Jewish publications entering Massa-
chusetts are:

“The New Liberation” (monthly) and “Pelley’s
Weekly,” edited by William Dudley Pelley, and pub-
lished at Asheville, N. C. These are organs for the
“Silver Shirts,” a Nazi-like organization, formation of
branches of which have been attempted in Massachusetts
during recent years.

“Winrod Publications.” There are a number of these
emanating from Wichita, Kansas. In all of them is
found a mixture of anti-Communism, Jew-hating and a
frenzied type of Christian evangelism, plus anti-New
Dealism. They include the “Revealer and the De-
fender,” a magazine.

The Commission condemns campaigns of anti-Semitism
or campaigns against any other race, solely on the basis
of race, as contrary to the American spirit of freedom and
tolerance. Hunter and the others whose publications are
hereinbefore quoted have engaged in the dissemination of
such un-American propaganda. The Commission there-
fore recommends a race anti-defamation law substan-
tially set forth in an appendix marked “B,” which is also
made a part of this report.

Ku Klux Klan
During our investigation there were rumors that the

Ku Klux Klan was actively alive in the Commonwealth.
But one instance which tended to substantiate these
rumors came to the Commission’s attention.
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On May 8, 1926, there was executed a will by one
Henry A. Razoux, since deceased. In this testament was
a specific bequest of $l,OOO to be held by Ernest Laycock,
trustee, until the local unit of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan commenced the erection of a building in New Bed-
ford or vicinity. Some time ago demand was made upon
the said Laycock, who was also executor of the will, by
residual legatees, on the ground that there was no local
unit of the Ku Klux Klan in existence, and hence the
bequest had become a lapsed legacy. Laycock replied
that it was his understanding the Ku Klux Klan was
still in existence in the New Bedford area.

When summoned before the Commission, Laycock was
questioned as to the basis for his aforesaid understanding
of Ku Klux Klan activity. He was somewhat vague.
He stated that he believed he had received such informa-
tion from a man no longer in New Bedford, or from one
Jesse Brackett who still lived there. Laycock testified
that he had no personal knowledge as to the existence or
non-existence of the Ku Klux Klan.

Brackett was summoned by the Commission and ap-
peared in public hearing. He denied that he had given
any such information to Laycock: He stated that at
times Laycock had acted as his attorney, and that in one
of his visits to Laycock’s office the conversation had
turned to the Ku Klux Klan. He denied he had informed
Laycock the Klan was in existence in or near New Bed-
ford. He denied that he ever had been a member of the
Ku Klux Klan or that he had any knowledge whatsoever,
past or present, concerning the organization. He said
he was unable to understand why his name should have
been given as the source of the purported information.

Whether or not the Ku Klux Klan exists in the Com-
monwealth, this Commission must disclaim knowledge.
No other incident was reported to us and no other ap-
peared by investigation.
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Facts and findings concerning Communist activities in
Massachusetts contained herein do not cover all activities
nor all sources of propaganda within the Commonwealth.
All such facts could not be obtained with the resources at
hand. The Communist Party has always been and still
remains a conspirative body. Members of the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts are responsible to, and
take orders from, a foreign power. They use “Party
names” to conceal their true identities. They work in
part openly and in part secretly. Their ultimate objec-
tive, as hereinafter shown, is to replace American consti-
tutional democracy with a dictatorship of the “workers.”
Their activities are directed to the eventual overthrow
of the Federal government and the government of Mas-
sachusetts, and other States of the Union, by force and
violence.

Prior to and during the hearings and throughout the
period of investigation, officials of the Communist Party
of Massachusetts made written and spoken statements
that they “welcomed the investigation” and were “co-
operating with the Commission” in every possible way.
This, despite the fact that at meetings held in the Old
South Church in Boston and elsewhere the Communist
Party called upon its members to contribute money to a
fund to be used for the avowed purpose of fighting the
work of this Commission. All Communist witnesses
were given full opportunity to make good their claims of
co-operation. One witness, Philip Frankfeld, State Sec-
retary and head of the Communist Party in the Common-
wealth, was examined and requested to furnish informa-
tion on three hearing days.

In the case of Frankfeld, as in the case of every Com-
munist witness before the Commission, there was ad-
duced few, if indeed any, complete items of factual data.
Evidence was fragmentary. There was evasion. There
were attempts at lengthy speeches setting forth the

Introduction to Communist Activities.
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Communist position as their officials would have the
audience believe it and the newspapers print it rather
than as their own laws and publications set it forth.
There was deliberate falsification of material facts, as
hereinafter set forth.

The formula did not vary, whether it was a male or
female member of the Communist Party, whether it was
Frankfeld, Browder or twenty-year-old Sophie Senders,
a member of the Young Communist League and book-
keeper in the office of the International Workers Order.

Communist leaders in Massachusetts themselves have
described the tactics utilized by them in the hearings
before this Commission. In the March, 1938, issue of
the “Young Communist Review,” David Grad, alias
Dave Grant, Massachusetts head of the Young Com-
munist League, writes concerning the hearings of this
Commission:

Communist spokesmen utilized the hearings as a forum for the teach-
ings of the Party. Their effectiveness will be gauged by the fact
that during the period of the investigation the Party gained more
than 400 members and the Y. C. L. tripled its recruiting over previous
months.

In this statement Grad but emphasized the technique
of the Party, as will be seen from the quotations which
next hereinafter follow.

One of the points laid down at the 13th Plenum of
the Executive Committee of the Communist International
of which the Communist Party of the United States is an
integral part, held in Moscow, December, 1933, and pub-
lished by Workers Library Publishers on March, 1934,
was:

. . . The third condition is the ability to combine methods of legal
and semi-legal work with methods of underground work ....

... For the period which is openly before us, we do not need
simply Communists but Communist underground workers. They
must be people tried and tested in every respect; they must know
how to conduct themselves under cross-examination, how to behave
at trials, making use of the deck as a tribune for exposing the class
enemy. . . .
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Whenever the Communists speak of “illegal” work
they mean underground or hidden work. Considering
the fact that their most effective efforts, particularly
amongst labor, are achieved by concealing Communist
leadership, much of the activity of the Communist Party
in this Commonwealth is of the “illegal” variety.

Numerous Communist writings lay down rules of con-
duct for Communists before law officials or governmental
tribunals. These writings are usually of “under the
counter” variety. The rules vary little, and similar
rules are used by subordinate organizations, such as the
International Labor Defense. One book summarizes well
the conduct of Communist witnesses before us. It is
“The Agent Provocateur in the Labor Movement,” by
Johannes Buchner, published by the Communist Workers
Library Publishers of New York. (See section on “Pub-
lications and Bookshops.”)

Elise Trebst denied, when she was before the Com-
mission, that it was carried in the stock of the Communist
Progressive Book Shop which she manages at 8 Beach
Street, Boston. Nevertheless, during the course of its
hearings the Commission acquired this book from current
Communist literature. It is an English translation from
the German. The following appears on page 51:

The general and fundamental rule for all Communists is:
Make no statement! Of course this does not mean that all questions
are simply to be met with the answer: “I refuse to make any state-
ment.” . . . But the fundamental principle remains the same: No
statements incriminating any comrade, no names, no addresses, not
a single fact which would possibly be used directly or indirectly against
the Party, its organs or individual members of the organization

Absolute denial even when personally confronted with the persons

and despite the evidence. . . . Whoever infringes, even but a little,
these fundamental rules must instantly and mercilessly be ejected
from the Party,

[ln certain situations] . . . since a categorical refusal .
.

. woul
convict you of being a Communist, you may permit yourself a fe
short statements calculated to obtain credence. . . . We must alwav
conceal our plans and our ways of work from the class enemy. Politi-
cal expediency here is everythin,?,
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The foregoing would explain the lack of truthful con-
tent in Communists’ testimony given under penalty of
perjury before this Commission. Rules for orations and
distortions are found on page 52 of the same volume:

... A Communist must utilize a political trial to help on the
revolutionary struggle. Our tactics in . . . court are not tactics of
defense but of attack . . . the Communists must use the trial as a
means of bringing his indictment against the dominant capitalist
regime. . .

.

Marxian materialism teaches that the only guide to a
Communist’s acts or words shall be the advancement of
the revolution. Thus deceit and trickery to achieve that
end become cardinal virtues. No weight whatsoever can
be attached to a Communist’s testimony given under
penalty of perjury, since testifying under such penalty is a
requirement exacted by a bourgeois government his
prime object of hatred.

Lenin defined the ethics to be practiced by members of
his Party in a speech which he delivered before a congress
of Young Communist League in 1920. The Communist
Party, U. S. A., republished it in 1935 as part of the
volume entitled “Religion,” by V. I. Lenin (International
Publishers), and it is currently on sale at Communist book
stores in Massachusetts. On page 47:

But is there such a thing as Communist ethics? Is there such a
thing as Communist morality? ... In what sense do we deny ethics,
morals? In the sense in which they are preached by the bourgeoisie,
which deduces those morals from god’s commandments. . . . We say
that our morality is wholly subordinated to the interests of the class-
struggle of the proletariat. We deduce our morality from the facts
and needs of the class struggle.

.
.

.

Frankfeld, as chief of the Communist Party in Massa-
chusetts and as custodian of its records, received a sum-
mons to produce before the Commission membership
records and all other records and files, including corre-
spondence. The concocted list of branches and figures of
membership in each branch which he had previously sub-
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mitted is reproduced in the section of this report entitled
“Scope of Influence.” According to Frankfeld’s own
testimony, given prior to the above-cited summons, all of
the records and files -were in his control. If he had pro-
duced such records and files they would have included
filled-in forms which are used by the Communist Party to
maintain complete and constant information. Those
which follow' are examples:
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INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATION BLANK
:nk should he filled out by the Unit Sec
in advance.)

(This part of the registration blank sh

or indelible pencil. Print the nanWrite with(Answer every q

Unit No Section No District No Date
[State if shop nucleus

Old Membership Book No. New Membership Book N
To be filled by District)

Name Party name (if any)

Date joined Party Date of birth Male Female
(Month Year)

Place of birth Nationality Negro or white
!ity State Coun

TradeEmployed or unemployed

(This part of the registration blank should he filled out together with the membe

If employed, state kind of factory number of workers employed.

What union exists in your place of employment

With how many members

Since whenTrade union affiliation: (1) A. F. of L

Since whenT.U.U.I
(3) Indep. Union Since when

If unemployed since when

Which unemployed org. do you belong to.

What other mass org. are you a member of (ILD FSU IW 0 Languag(

org. Other reformist or reactionary fraternal organizations.

Function in the Party (unit, section, district, center)

If full time functionary, state where (Party, mass org.) and since when

Do you read the Daily Worker regularly? Party Organizer

The Communist
_

Party schooling received: Workers School Study circle_

District Training School National Training School

Have you ever served in the Army Navy V/ hen W here.

Are you in the National Guard.

Section school
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[Front]

COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE U. S. A
Application for Membership

The undersigned declares his adherence to the Program of the Communist
Party of the U. S. A. and agrees to engage actively in its work.

(Signature of Applicant
Df Unit Section

(Date application made)

Proposed by (1)
'Signature of endorser

(years, months, weeks)who has known applicant for

>oc {if employed), 10c {if unemployed)Note to applicant: Initiation fee of
to be paid.

Section
(Signature of Unit Seen

Tetary’s SignatureIf Recruited by Fraction, Fraction Se<

See other side)Name of Fraction,

Do you buy the Daily and Sunday Worker regularly? Through what
channels do you buy it?

Newsstand □ Carrier □ By mail
If not, please fill out attached coupon and mail it to the

Daily and Sunday Worker Office 35 East 12th Street, New York, N. Y.

Reverse]

Build the Party and the Circulation of the Daily and Sunday Worker

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
To be filled out by Membership Director

Date Book No County Sec Unit

To be filled out by applicant

Name Age
Please pr:

Address City State

Care of Occupation 2i_j r^mpioyeaOccupation n Unemployed
Name of place of employment

Address of place of employment No. of workers
□ A. F. of L.

Union affiliation □ Independent
(Give name and Local No. and state if you hold any office) □ C. I. O.

Fraternal and other affiliations
(Give name and Branch of organization and state if you offii

Check former political affiliation,
Communist □ Socialist Republican Democrati

(If you have been a member of this Party

Male □ Female □ Negr White
Country of birth Citizen of U. S.?
Race or nationality 50. 209 (See other side

action
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[Front]

TRANSFER CARD (A)

To he sent to Central Office through District Office

Central Office: Communist Party of the U.S.A.

Comrad(

(District) No.has been granted a transfer to {City)

Address there will 6.

Dues are paid to
Union or Mass Org.Member of_

Information (Ability, Activity, Function)>ri)

Nucleus No SectionSignature Nucleus Org.

City District No

Dues must be paid up before issuing transfer "^^>2o9

D.O.

Remarks:

Mem. Book No.

Transfer accepted by District Committee
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•NT]

TRANSFER CARD (B

To he given to member asking for trans.

To the Organizer of the Sect

City District
Comrade Mem. Book No
has been granted a transfer to your District.

Address will b

Dues are paid tc

He is a member of Union or Mass Org.

Information {Ability, Activity, Fund.

Signature Unit Org. Nucleus No Section No.
City District Nc

Dues must be paid up bej suing transfer

iIEV

TO TRANSFERRED
Transfer endorsed by

MEMBER (B)

Section Committee

OrganizerDah

Transfer endorsed by District Committee

D.O.Date

Transfer accepted by District Committee

ned.
D.O,Date

Transfer accepted by

S.O,Date.

•ection Committee

Remark
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What Frankfeld represented as the Communist Party’s
correspondence and other files contained but a few scat-
tering communications and contracts, such as those for
hiring of halls for meetings, or duplicates of such con-
tracts. Some had been signed by a Communist func-
tionary under an alias (“Party Name”). If the full
correspondence file had been presented, it would have
contained the following letters, which are indicative of
some of the methods of recruiting practiced:

44 Waverly Place, New York City
Sept. 11, 1936.

Dear Comrade Frankfeld: I have just come from New York
District Office where I have obtained your name and address from
Comrade Wells (in charge of Personnel).

The situation which I should like you or Comrade Blake to work on
should hardly be distasteful!

During the past summer I met three young women during several
sojourns in Connecticut. Naturally a good Party member never goes
on vacation as far as the Cause is concerned. So, I have put in some
good hard work on all three with the gratifsung result, that, when
they parted company from me, they of their own volition asked,
“What may we learn more of this how can we continue after we
return to Boston?” Concealing a grin of triumph I assured them I
would do my best to dig up some contacts in Boston ivhere the gentle
process of enlightenment might continue. To that end I now write
you, entrusting in considerable detail, if you will pardon a long letter,
the further education of these young ladies to your competent hands.

First, let me state I should not be doing this were I not convinced
that they would, under proper influence, become Comrades, and what
is more very valuable ones. In New York I know we are very short
on good attractive “fronts.” Possibly the same is true of you in
Boston. These three as you may speedily ascertain would be excel-
lent for this purpose, if for no other, and there is no reason to presume
they would not become solid Comrades in every other way.

The first one is Mrs. R A , who also sails under the maiden
name of Miss M C . While the other two naturally know
my sympathies, they are not positive, that I myself am a Comrade.
Mrs. A does know definitely; not only my real name but the
Party name under which I also write.

She is particularly good material probably the best of the three.
She is young (around 24) very attractive physically, and also an in-
telligent woman. She is sympathetic to all our approaches, but to
this point has done but very little about it. That she is eager to eni-
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bark on some sort of work is evident in that she has written since we
parted to inquire what I was doing about the promised contact.

has been a number of years a teacher in the Boston Public School
system, losing (with a great deal of resentment) her position due to
local barbarous ruling that married women may. no longer occupy
Public School positions. Added to her inquisitiveness in the direction
of the Left, she has a lot of time on her hands and as yet no outlet for
this.

Her husband at this point cannot be considered in our picture. I
have given her very specific instructions on how to handle him
which I know are good ones and which she accepts without question.
He is a buyer for a chain of stores, called I believe the S F .

No I think he manages the chain. You can get some inkling of
this concern when I tell you they force him to go under the name of
A——■ in business, employ few if any other Jews. He is pretty well
filled with resentment about them, and about poor pay. However
having descended from a background of former wealth has not thus
far relinguished bourgeois hope; recouping fortune

The second prospect is Mrs. A—-
is also of more than average attrac
than 19 I judge. She is at present
Boston, expecting to teach next
worked on by a New York contact
ready to accept our ideas. Probab
Y. C. L.?

■’s sister Miss PI—•—■ C . She
ition, and quite young. Not more
completing her last year at in
year. She had previously been

during the summer and more than
ly she belongs for the time in your

The third of the trio is also a
lady of about 24 named Miss E-
in the Public School System,

ol teacher, and a personable young
H . She is at present teaching

I hope you will not consider the f(
but without them you are startin
you pretty cold;

allowing suggestions presumptuous;
g work on quantities unknown to

I would suggest, if I may, that s
rades of at least petty bourgeois
them. A woman comrade in the ■
the other two. Altho all three sei

directly, it might be wisest to choi
tions such as the American League

•our most attractive Corn-
background be chosen to contact
case of Mrs. A , and a man in
em ready to embrace Communism
ise Comrades from some organiza-
Against War and Fascism, Friends

of the Soviet Union, where I know Mrs. A at least knows some
people. It seems to me any of our fringe organizations which have
strong fractions, in the course of work can arrange either socially or
thru the work to be thrown into contact with them for a while. I
am positive recruiting will follow rapidly. I hope you do not think
me chauvinistic in my suggestion of (attractive) comrades; but you
know as well as I do, that when such people have been approached by
those, roughly speaking, in their own strata, it is not wise to suddenly
throw them up against some of our more rough-and-ready Comrades.
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This would have been well enough with a longer period of grooming
but I did not have sufficient time to do more than awaken interest on
the theoretical side. Even discussion of horrible example does not
penetrate far when one is in the green foothills of the country. There
must be time for revolt against housing conditions, etc., to come closer
in actuality.

Again, please do not think me presumptuous. These are kindly
suggestions from my own thinking and if you differ in any respect
please handle as you see fit. But Ido believe you will find my judg-
ment to have been accurate. That Mrs. A in particular should
be closely watched for qualities of leadership. Soft-spoken, but
positive and intelligent, and with an appearance that can help us
worlds.

Mrs. A and Miss H—— C living at 59 •—— St., Dorchester.
Miss E H—— lives at 534 Avenue, Roxbury. While none
of them is rolling in money, they all seem to be well enough to do.
Mrs. A is the proprietor of a small summer camp for children
called F , at G , Conn. Her sister and Miss H—— worked
for her as counsellors this past and other summers.

I think that covers the ground. If there is anything more I can
write or add to help, please call on me, as I would like to follow de-
velopments. lam enclosing three letters under my real name which
you may use or not, as you see fit. Whether you choose to employ
a direct Communist approach, or thru an organization is up to you,
altho I suspect at first thru some organization as suggested above
might prove the better way.

If you are in New York I should like very much to meet you. If
I come to Boston, which I do not plan to do, I should like to look
you up. I may be reached either thru the District, or Section 27
where I am currently working on the Finance Committee, or perhaps
best of all at my home address, indicated at the beginning of this.

With all comradely greetin
Sincerely yours,

Kenneth Hunter.
(Arthur Herzog, Jr.)

Herzog enclosed three letters of introduction to be de-
livered by the Massachusetts Comrades detailed to the
conversion:

4 Waveely Place, New York City
September 11, 1936.

Dear M : This time I address myself to you in writing. It
is no bread-and-butter letter, nor communication regarding the activi-
ties of small children. It is to serve as a letter of introduction to a

friend who comes to you with what I anticipate will be -welcome
tidings.
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You have asked more than once how you could be involved in inter-
esting worth-while work, not that so much time hangs heavy on your
hands. Your visitor is at hand; lam in New York, so I will leave
it to our friends to speak and to explain everything.

Suffice it to say, for the moment, that you will find what is offered
not only highly satisfactory, but that it might lead to even bigger
and better things.

I have written in similar fashion to this to E •, and to H .

In H ’s I have asked to be remembered to your husband and to
your Mother. Just in case she forgets, or really just in case you
think I am being discriminating, I am putting the same thing in
this.
I do hope your new-found friend will be able to give you a great

deal which you will find invaluable. I am inclined to think it will
be so.

As always,
Arthur.

Dear H : These lines will serve to introduce to you a friend,
who will in turn introduce you to some fascinating activity

There is little I can say from the distance I think M has it
as two hundred and twenty-five miles that would be as effective
as wffiat comes to you first hand and direct. So I shall no more,
permitting the bearer of this to do all the talking. If you desire to
know anything further, you know where to get me. . .

.

Yours sir srely

Arthur

Dear E :
... The bearer

behest. Since your mind has turn
tion, and you have inquired how j'(
these respects, the friend who now
suggestions.

}f these lines come to you at my
cd itself in an ideological direc-
u may further satisfy yourself in

}mes to you brings you some

I hope you find an outlet for those things you want in what is
offered. I sincerely believe you will derive much, if you follow sug-

gestions, by way of personal satisfaction, the knowledge you are con-
tributing effort to a thoroughly worthy cause and further I feel
convinced you will discover by it the means of self-development

Incereh
Arthur Herzog, Jr

The addressee of one of these letters of introduction,
when interviewed, stated that the letter of introduction
addressed to her had been delivered but that she had paid
no attention to it. Another stated that she had never
received such a letter of introduction. This second
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young woman, however, knew Mrs. A named in the
letter, and said that she and Mrs. A had attended
meetings of the American League Against War and
Fascism, the fringe organization named by Herzog.
Efforts to interview the third person named brought the
information that she was no longer in Massachusetts,
her husband having changed his employment. In order
to protect these young women, their names are with-
held.

During the period which elapsed between introduction
of the resolve creating this Commission and the hearings
held by it, there were a number of changes made in organ-
izations allied to the Communist Party of Massachusetts.
The Commission believes these changes were significant.
The local heads of such subordinate organizations as the
International Labor Defense, the International Workers
Order, and the Progressive Labor School were transferred
to other parts of the country. When the succeeding repre-
sentatives of the above-named organizations were called
upon to testify they professed almost complete ignorance
of activities prior to their control.

Several months after a court order was issued to Manuel
Blanc, Communist collector of funds for Friends of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade, to produce certain records,
and while an appeal therefrom was pending, he made rep-
resentation to the court that he had resigned his office
with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, that said resignation
was duly accepted, that he was thereupon succeeded in
office by one Howard Bailey, and thereafter had had no
possession or control of, or access to, or any right what-
soever to take or produce before any person, the financial
records and books of account of the Friends of the Abra-
ham Lincoln Brigade.

Shortly after the Commission was organized there was
laid down a barrage of post cards and letters to the Com-
mission and to the press, protesting the investigation of
Communist activities. Protest meetings were held by
the International Labor Defense and other groups sup-
porting the Communist Party. Agencies outside the
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Commonwealth were enlisted in the effort to throttle
investigation.

The charge was made throughout the Commonwealth,
both by the Communist Party representatives and by
supporting groups, that the Commission indulged in
“red-baiting” and religious intolerance towards Com-
munist witnesses. The procedure of qualifying witnesses
was in accordance with the provisions of General Laws
(Tercentenary Edition), chapter 233, sections 17, 18 and
19, which are as follows:

Section 17. A Friend or Quaker when called on to take an oath
may solemnly and sincerely affirm under the penalties of perjury.

Section 18. A person who declares that he has conscientious scru-
ples against taking an oath shall, when called upon for that purpose,
be permitted to affirm in the manner prescribed for Quakers, if the
court or magistrate on inquiry is satisfied of the truth of such decla-
ration.

Section 19. A person believing in any other than the Christian
religion may be sworn according to the peculiar ceremonies of his
religion. A person not a believer in any religion shall be required to
testify truly under the penalties of perjury, and the evidence of his
disbelief in the existence of God may be received to affect his credi-
bility as a witness.

Each witness therefore was asked the question: “Have
you a religion which permits you to take an oath? ”

With one exception, all Communist witnesses disclaimed
any religion, and accordingly were qualified under that
portion of the law by which he or she was “required to
testify truly under the penalties of perjury.” One or two
members of the Commission, following the above-cited
section 19 of chapter 233, questioned certain witnesses
as to their belief or disbelief in a Deity. In addition,
as will be set forth in the body of this report, Commu-
nist officials presented to the Commission a statement,
which they have also printed and widely distributed to
the public, wherein they allege the Communist Party is
tolerant towards the free exercise of all religions, and, by
inference, would continue to be so in a Soviet America.
In this connection the matter of religious persecutions
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and executions in Soviet Russia, and the official attitude
of the Communist International, binding upon all mem-
bers of the party, was made the object of legitimate
inquiry. A later section of this report deals further
with the question of religion.

Communists, and those defending them, insist that they
are a legal party and entitled to our constitutional pro-
tection of free speech and act. Many of their defenders
do so on the ground of civil liberties. It is characteristic
of the American Civil Liberties Union, as well as of its
Massachusetts branch, the Civil Liberties Committee of
Massachusetts, to insist on full license for the Left-Wing
movements which these organizations defend, and (be-
lying the name of the organization) to fight for suppression
of liberty, civil or otherwise, for any movement opposed
by the official leadership of the American Civil Liberties
Union.

For many years Roger Baldwin, a former member of
the I. W. W., had been and now is the national executive
head of the American Civil Liberties Union. Among its
other officials there have been and are well-known Com-
munist functionaries. This is not to imply, however,
that the thousands of members contributing to the
American Civil Liberties Committee are all Communists.
But the propaganda of this organization is dictated and
dominated by Communists and Communist supporters.

Roger Baldwin, writing in “Soviet Russia Today,”
September, 1934, issue, said:

Those of us who champion civil liberties in the United States and
who at the same time support the proletarian dictatorship of the
Soviet Union are charged with inconsistency and insincerity. “How
can you consistently support the right of free agitation in capitalist
countries when you defend a dictatorship that tolerates no agitation
against its rule?” we are asked. . .

.

Everybody takes a class position, consciously or unconsciously
All my associates in the struggle for civil liberties take a ola

position, though many don’t know it. . . .

I, too, take a class position. It is anti-capitalist and pro-revolu-
tionary. I believe in non-violent methods of struggle as most effective
in the long run for building up successful working class power. Where
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they cannot be followed . . . only violent tactics remain. I cham-
pion civil liberty as the best of the non-violent means of building the
power on which workers’ rule must be based. If I aid the reaction-
aries to get free speech now and then, if I go outside the class struggle
to fight against censorship, it is only because those liberties help to
create a more hospitable atmosphere for working class liberties. The
class struggle is the central conflict of the world; all others are inci-
dental.

When the power of the working class is once achieved as it has been
only in the Soviet Union, I am for maintaining it by any means whatso-
ever. Dictatorship is the obvious means in a world of enemies, at-
home and abroad.

Again quoting Baldwin in the “Survey Graphic” for
August, 1927:

The Communists do not find it possible under party auspices alone
to reach a wide enough public. When they tackle a job with more
than a class or party appeal, they cover up their guidance with a
respectable front of non-partisan professors, writers, lawyers and
publicists.

When the ways and means committee held its hearing
on the resolves requesting a revival and extension of this
Commission, and a further appropriation of $2,000 that
its work might be completed and its report properly pre-
pared, there appeared representatives of the Massachu-
setts Civil Liberties Committee, together with officials of
the Communist Party, strongly protesting any such
extension and any further appropriation of funds. After
the extension had been granted by the Legislature, but
without funds to undertake any activity, this Commission
began to receive petitions printed with identical headings
and circulated by the aforesaid groups, asking the Com-
mission to conduct extended investigation and further
hearings concerning a matter which had arisen during the
very period when every effort was being made by the
Communists and their supporters to curtail its activity.
The Commission was attempting to prepare a report for
this session of the Legislature, with little time and no
money to accomplish the task.

The Commission is of the opinion that the object of
the requested investigation, namely, the attempted forma-
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tion of a Nazi Bund in Massachusetts, is a matter which
should be investigated, and it so recommends later in this
report. But these petitions and activities of the Massa-
chusetts Civil Liberties Committee is but another indi-
cation that it devotes its money and propaganda to
defending the Communists and the Communist-created
organizations which follow orders from and uphold one
form of European dictatorship, and does its utmost to
annihilate the followers of any other European dicta-
torship.

What the Communist official attitude is towards civil
liberties needs no further citation than to point to Soviet
Russia, which the Communists uphold as the great and
successful application of a proletarian dictatorship.

If we were to put in reverse the means by which the
Communists Parties operate; if we had, for instance, in
Washington an "American International” to which all
“American Parties” of the world were subordinate,
including that section of “American International” ruling
the United States; if that “International” were to send
emissaries into Russia, there to organize Russian citizens
as members of the “American Party,”—such Russian
citizens to plan and agitate for the purpose of seizing the
Russian government, while at the same time subordinat-
ing themselves to and taking their orders from the “Amer-
ican International” and devoting their lives to the support
and defence of the United States even against the national
interest of their own country, Russia, there is no
question as to the amount of “civil liberty” which would
be allowed them. Yet such are the activities and purposes
of the Communist International and the Communist
Party in the United States and in Massachusetts.

The most numerous group of the followers of Marx-
ism-Leninism are those under the domination of Stalin
and the Communist International. This is the group
which includes the Communist Party of Massachusetts.
Through the years there have been numerous schisms in
Communist ranks. Each of the splitting factions has
become a bitter foe of the others. Probably the best
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known and largest group opposing the Stalinists at the
present time are the Trotskyists.

Essential objectives of the Stalinists and the Trotsky-
ists are identical. Both are followers of Marx and Lenin.
Both strive for revolution and Communist dictatorship.
Basically the quarrel and the split was caused by two
would-be tyrants fighting for control of Soviet Russia.
Stalin won.

Trotsky for some time has used Mexico as his center
of operation.

Many of the founders of the Communist Party in the
United States and others have left the ranks of the Stalin-
ists for those of the Trotskyists. The numerous “purges”
and terroristic executions in the Soviet Union have alien-
ated numbers of former Stalin followers. At one time
the Socialist Party of the United States took the Trot-
skyists into its ranks. Later that Party expelled them.

The Trotskyists are not included in the “United
Front” which is mentioned in portions of this report.

Numerous groups of Trotskyists exist in various cities
and towns of the Commonwealth. Their headquarters
in Boston is at 16 La Grange Street.

(Wherever in this report excerpts are quoted, the dates
of publication in practically all instances are cited, pro-
vided such dates appear within the publications.)

Supreme head and governing power of all Communist
Parties of the world is the Communist International
(Comintern), sometimes called the Third International,
as opposed to the Second International to which some
members of the Socialist Party adhere. The Communist
International is supposed to rule even the Communist
Party of the U. S. S. R. (Russia). In practice, however,
the highest officials of the Communist International are
also high officials of the Soviet Union, and thus the rulers
of Russia govern all other Communist Parties of the
world.

Structure of the Communist Party.
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The Presidium, consisting of three members headed by
Josef Stalin, is chief in the hierarchy of the Comintern.
Next comes the Executive Committee of the Communist
International, usually referred to as E. C. C. I. Below
these are bureaus with officials controlling the work of
the various Communist Parties in different countries of
the world. There are over fifty sections of the Communist
International, of which the Communist Party, U. S. A.,
is one section.

The structure of the Communist Party, U. S. A., is
patterned after that of the Communist International.
Like that of Stalin in Russia, the office of general secre-
tary occupied by Earl Browder in America is the com-
manding one. There is a Central Committee which
controls all work in the score of districts into which the
United States is divided. Massachusetts comes within
District One, wherein is also included Rhode Island,
Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire. A District Or-
ganizer is put in charge of each district by the Central
Committee. One Philip Frankfeld, so called, at present
occupies that position in District One, and is also State
Secretary of the Massachusetts Communist Party.

As will soon be evident by quotation from the Com-
munist International Constitution, the Communist Party
of this country is not self-governing. Besides the deci-
sions of the world congresses and the orders from the
Executive Committee of the Communist International,
there are at all times in this country Comintern repre-
sentatives, as well as agents of the political police of the
U. S. S. R., checking the acts of American Communists.
In Massachusetts local functionaries are similarly checked
by representatives of the Central Committee, U. S. A.

Guiding the Communist Party in Massachusetts is the
State Committee, under which operate city committees,
Sections, Units, Nuclei and Fractions (“Fraction” desig-
nating the group of Communists within a given industry,
factory, union or other organization).

Yearly the District holds a general convention, with a
semblance of democratic functioning: likewise with the
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national conventions. Periodically there are held the
World Congresses of the Communist International, to
which the Parties of the world send delegates to Moscow'.
Prior to these latter congresses the Comintern issues in-
structions concerning the problems which delegates shall
study and which shall be considered at the congresses.
These problems, and solutions thereto, are then presented
by high-ranking members of the Communist Interna-
tional to the delegates to the congress and received with
acclamation.

Study of the following excerpts from the Constitution
and Rules of the Communist International indicate
clearly that each member, from the lesser hierarchy to the
newest member, is bound absolutely by the decisions of
the Comintern-dominated World Congress, and by the
orders given by the Comintern (E. C. C. I.) between
congresses, and that any decision of the Communist
Party of Massachusetts may be reversed by the national
Central Committee, wdio may in turn be reversed by the
Comintern. And these reversals are binding.

Constitution and Rules of the Communist International.
1. The Communist International—the International Workers’

Association is a union of Communist Parties in various countries;
it is a World Communist Party. As the leader and organizer of the
world revolutionary movement of the proletariat and the upholder of
the principles and aims of Communism, the Communist International
strives to win over the majority of the working class and the broad
strata of the propertyless peasantry, fights for the establishment of
the world dictatorship of the proletariat, for the establishment of the
World Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, for the complete abolition
of classes and for the achievement of Socialism the first stage of
Communist society.

2. Each of the various Parties affiliated to the Communist Inter-
national is called the Communist Party of (name of
country), (Section of the Communist International.) In any given
country there can be only one Communist Party affiliated to the Com-
munist International and representing its Section in that country.

3. Membership in the Communist Party and in the Communist
International is open to all those who accept the program and rules
of the given Communist Party and of the Communist International,
who join one of the basic units of a Party, actively work in it, abide by
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all the decisions of the Party and of the Communist International and
regularly pay Party dues. . . .

5. The Communist Internationaland its Sections are built up on the
basis of democratic centralism . . .

(c) decisions of Superior Party
committees to be obligatory for subordinate committees, strict Party
discipline and prompt execution of the decisions of the Communist
International, of its leading committees and of the leading Party
centres.

Party questions may be discussed by the members of the Party and
by Party organizations until such time as a decision is taken'upon
them by the competent Party committees. After a decision has been
taken by the Congress of the Communist International, by the Con-
gress of the respective Sections, or by leading committees of the
Comintern, and of its various sections, these decisions must be un-
reservedly carried out even if a Section of the Party membership or
of the local Party organizations are in disagreement ■noth it. . . .

6. In all non-Party workers’ and peasants’ mass organizations and
in their leading committees (trade unions, co-operative societies,
sport organizations, ex-service men’s organizations, and at their con-
gresses and conferences) and also on municipal bodies and in parlia-
ment, even if there are only two Party members in such organizations
and bodies, Communist fractions must be formed for the purpose of
strengthening the Party’s influence and for carrying out its policy in
these organizations and bodies. .

. .

13. The decisions of the E. C. C. I. are obligatory for all the sec-
tions of the Communist International and must be promptly carried
out. . . .

14. The Central Committees of the various sections of the com-
munist International are responsible to their respective Party Con-
gresses and to the E. C. C. I. The latter has the right to annul or
amend decisions of Party Congresses and of Central Committees of
Parties and also to make decisions which are obligatory for them.

15. The E. C. C. I. has the right to expel from the Communist
International, entire Sections, groups and individual members who
violate the program and rules of the Communist International or the
decisions of the World Congress and of the E. C. C. I. . . .

16. The program of the various sections of the Communist Inter-
national must be endorsed by the E. C. C. I. . . .

17. The leading organs of the press of the various sections of the
Communist International must publish all the decisions and official
documents of the E. C. C. I. These decisions must, as far as possible,
be published also in the other organs of the Party press. . .

.

19. The E. C. C. I. elects a presidium responsible to the E. C. C. I.
which acts as the permanent body carrying out all the business of the
E. C. C. I. in the interval between the meetings of the latter. . . .

21. The Sections must carry out the instructions of the permanent
bureaus of the E. C. C. I. . . .
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22. The E. C. C. I. and its Presidium have the right to send their
representatives to the various Sections of the Communist International.
Such representatives receive their instructions from the E. C. C. I.
or from its Presidium, and are responsible to them for their activities.
Representatives of the E. C. C. I. must carry out their commission
in close contact with the Central Committee of the Section to which
they are sent. They may, however, speak in opposition to the Central
Committee of the given Section, at Congresses and Conferences of that
Section, if the line of the Central Committee in question diverges
from the instructions of the E. C. C. I

The Presidium elects the Political Secretariat, which is em-
powered to take decisions, and which also prepares questions for the
meeting of the E. C. C. I. and of its Presidium, and acts as their
executant body

28. The International Control Commission investigates matters
concerning the unity of the Sections affiliated to the Communist
International and also matters connected with the Communist con-
duct of individual members of the various Sections. . .

. Audits the
accounts of the Communist International.

30. Resignation from office by individual members or groups of
members of Central Committees of the various Sections are regarded
as disruptive of the Communist movement. Leading posts in the
Party do not belong to the occupant of that Post, but to the Com-
munist International as a whole. Elected members of the Central
leading bodies of the various Seotior
office expires, only with the consent
accepted by the Central Committee;
of the E. C. C. I. are invalid.

i may resign before their time of
of the E. C. C. I. Resignations
of Sections without the consent

Communist International must31. The Sections affiliated to the
maintain close organizational and informational contact with each
other, arrange for mutual representation at each other’s conference
and congresses, and with the consent of the E. C. C. 1., exchange lead-
ing comradi

33. The sections of the Comintern must regularly pay affiliation
dues to the E. C. C. I.: the amount
the E. C. C. I. . . .

of such dues to be determined by

Communist Youth (Communist35. The International League of
Youth International) is a section of the Communist International
with full rights and is subordinate to the E. C. C. I.

36. The Communist Parties must be prepared for transition to
illegal conditions. The E. C. C. I. must render the Parties concerned
assistance in their preparation for transition to illegal conditions.

37. Individual members of Sections of the Communist International
may pass from one country to another only with the consent of the
Central Committee of the Section of which they are members.

Communists changing their domicile must join the Section in the
country of their new domicile. Communists leaving their country
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without the consent of the Central Committee of their Section, must
not be accepted into other Sections of the Communist International.

Philip Frankfeld testified that since 1935 the only
change made in the rules and by-laws of the Communist
Party of the United States had been a reduction of dues.
All other provisions set forth in the membership book of
1935 are still in effect. Some provisions therein con-
tained are as follows:

A member of the Party can be every person from the age of 18 up
who accepts the program and rules of the Communist International,
and of the Communist Party of the U. S. A., who becomes a member
of a basic unit of the Party, who is active in this organization, who
subordinates himself to all decisions of the Communist International
and the Communist Party, and regularly pays his membership dues.

(D) The absolute duty of the lower organizations and all members
of the given Party organizations to carry out the decisions of thehigher
Party committees.

Party questions are to be discussed by the members of the Party
and by the Party organizations until such time as a decision is taken
upon them by the competent Party committees or organizations.
After a decision has been taken by the Congress of the Communist
International, by the convention of the Communist Party, or by
leading committees of the Comintern and the Communist Party, these
decisions must be unreservedly carried out even if a part of the Party
membership, or of the local Party organizations are in disagreement
with it.

The strictest Party discipline is the most solemn duty of all Party
members and all Party organizations. The decisions of the Communist
International and of all the leading bodies of the Party must be
promptly carried out. There shall be complete freedom of discussion
of all controversial questions within the Party until a decision has
been made by the leading bodies, after which discussion must cease
and the decision must be carried out.

The basis and definition of what a Communist means
when he talks about “democracy” appears in Section 5
of the Constitution and Hides of the Communist Inter-
national {ante). There it is termed “democratic cen-
tralism,” a conflicting term. Just how democratic is the
centralism (dictatorship) is apparent in that and the
other quoted sections.
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Members of the State Committee, Communist Party of Massachusetts
elected by State Convention, September, 1937.

Otis A. Hood, 174St. Botolph Street, Boston.
Philip Frankfeld, 37 Falmouth Street, Boston.
Frank Asher, 125 Brighton Street, Boston.
Fanny Hartman, 37 Falmouth Street, Boston.
Mary E. Moore, 36 Warwick Street, Boston.
Hyman Gordon, 174 St. Botolph Street, Boston.
Alfred Porro, 31 Hall Street, Haverhill.
John Weber, 21 Hampshire Street, Lawrence.
David Grant (Grad), 125 Brighton Street, Boston.
Joseph Figuerido, 96 Acushnot Street, New Bedford.
Ronald Thompson, 79 Albermarle Street, Springfield.
Hugo Degregory, Hotel Barnes, Main Street, Springfield.
Ordway Southard, 67 West Cedar Street, Boston.
Manuel Blank, 34 Creston Street, Roxbury.
Jack Green, 44 Central Square, Lynn.

The witness Browder identified “A Noon-Hour Talk,”
by Harrison George, as a publication of his Party.
Therein, in dialogue form, is given briefly the organi-
zation, the type of member desired by the Communists,
and how he shall work:

(Pages 20-21) Jack: . . . The Communist Party takes in only
the best fighters, those who understand that there’s a class struggle,
but that the workers have to put an end to it by overthrowing the capitalist
rule, capitalist government, and who are willing to devote themselves
to that aim, to organizing and leading the big mass of workers at any
sacrifice to themselves through strikes and other small struggles right
on to the final fight for workers’ rule. If they worked only as indi-
viduals, they would get nowhere. But by organizing all these best
fighters in the Communist Party, they can carry the work forward.
The unions, that is the Red Unions, take in the worker that wants to
fight for wages, hours, and so on; the Communist Party only takes
in the best fighters among them. Then there’s a lot of workers’
organizations besides unions, fraternal societies, unemployed councils,
relief and defence organizations.

(Pages 29-30) Jack: Well, you see, the Communist Party is differ-
ent than any other Party in a lot of ways. And its organization is dif-
ferent, too, set down solid like, right in the shops, on ships, in mines
and work places.

A group of Communists in a mine, for example, or on a ship, make
up what we call a “nucleus” or a “unit.” These units or “nuclei”
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are the bottom foundation of the Party. Through them the Party
keeps in touch with the whole working class; each one is responsible
for organizing and guiding the workers around it, building the . . .

Unions, shop Committees, leading strikes, issuing little papers for the
workers in the shop, educating the workers, organizing the unem-
ployed to get relief and unemployment insurance, showing the unem-
ployed and employed how to fight together for mutual aims, getting
all workers to understand the class struggle and take part in it, . . .

A number of units or “nuclei” .
.

. make up a Party Section
. . . Several Sections make up a District in a big industrial region.

All the districts in the country are united in the Communist Party of
the U. S. A., which is a section of the Communist International.

Tony; It must be big.
Jack: It is the only world-wide party of the workers. It has

sections in every country. And it is powerful because it is well organ-
ized and well disciplined.

(Page 31) Jack: Good stuff! That’s all right. As long as you’re
fighting for the solidarity of the workers, against the capitalists, class
against class, you’re on the road tow rard the Communist Party.

Also part of the inside circle of the structure of the
Communist Party in Massachusetts is the Young Com-
munist League. Technically the Y. C. L. is separate,
and its members carefully distinguish, when questioned,
by replying that they are not members of the Communist
Party. In Russia they are called Comonsols. Accord-
ing to section 35 of the rules of the Communist Inter-
national heretofore quoted, the Young Communist
League of the United States is also a Section of the Com-
intern and “subordinate to the E. C. C. I.”

Youths of both sexes belong to the Young Communist
League up to the age of twenty-five. They perform large
portions of Communist work in the Commonwealth,
particularly among youth in industry and unions, in fra-
ternal and social organizations, in schools and colleges,
and among the unemployed and those engaged in relief
work projects.

One David Grad, alias Dave Grant, is chief official of
the Young Communist League in Massachusetts. He
was sent here by the Y. C. L. National Executive Com-
mittee two years ago. He and his organization share
the office and work with the headquarters organization
of the Communist Party, at 15 Essex Street, Boston.
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An integral part of the structure of the Communist
Party of Massachusetts is one which is concealed by every
possible effort. Much of their system of working is by
what the Communists term illegal (underground or hid-
den) methods. This is especially true in those countries
where Communists are outlawed. This has been true in
the United States and in Massachusetts ever since the
founding of the Communist Party, although in the past
decade Communists have achieved a considerable meas-
ure of public tolerance.

The 13th Plenum of the Executive Committee, Com-
munist International, held in Moscow in December, 1933,
laid down mandatory policy and strategy for every Com-
munist Party of the world. Some of these directives
(instructions) are contained in a book entitled “Revolu-
tionary Crisis, Fascism and War,” published by the
Party’s own Workers Library Publishers in March, 1934.
On page 29:

. . . The preparation of the Communist Parties for illegality on
the basis of intensified mass work is a most important task of this
Plenum. We do not know how many of the Communist Parties will
remain in a semi-legal position up to the outbreak of war, but we
know for certain that on the outbreak of war the sections of the
Comintern will have to go underground. Do not let the Communist
Parties tell us that their cadres are weak, and not prepared for under-
ground work. .

.
.

More recently the Communist International issued
a confidential document written by B. Vassiliev. The
central committee of the Communist Party, U. S. A.,
sent a copy of this document to the officials in Massa-
chusetts. It was to be studied by each member of the
District Buro of the Party and to serve as a guide
in organizing an underground structure of Communist
workers. After such study orders were given that the
document be returned to the Central Committee. We
quote excerpts from Vassiliev’s directives:

. . . The Party should fight to the very last for retaining all exist-
ing forms of the legal working class movement, for the legal existence
of the Communist Party, for legal Communist Literature, for legal
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trade unions, for legal unions of mass organizations
.

. . the Com-
munist Parties . . . must at the same time construct and strengthen
their illegal apparatus from top to bottom. All legal Parties are now
under the greatest responsibility in respect to the creation and strength-
ening of an illegal Party apparatus. All of them must immediately
undertake measures to have within the legally existing Party com-
mittees an illegal directing core. The illegal part of Party apparatui
must be separated from the legal apparatus of the Party Committee
(addresses, archives, definite part of the correspondence and so on)
and a part of the members of the Party Committeemust already now
be made illegal . . . prominent leaders of the Communist Parties must
have the possibility of quickly passing underground at the necessary
moment, must have the necessary living accommodation for this,
must have facilities for quickly changing their names and all other
means of swiftly avoiding the pursuits of the police so that the police
should look for them in quite a different direction to the one in which
they have gone .

.
. bring into leading work workers who are un-

known to the wide masses and to the police, . . . good conspirators
and completely devoted to the cause of Communism . . . those sec-
tions of the Party apparatus which are most susceptible to repression
should be handed over to their charge, as well as the most important
Party documents, etc. ... If this work is properly arranged, then
the police . . . will seize only the premises in which there are no
Party documents and only those comrades who do not any longer
hold in their hands the most important threads of the Party appa-
ratus. The Party apparatus carried underground in such cases, at
once begins to function, guaranteeing uninterrupted direction of

it is a question of creating under the cover of a legal Party Com-
mittee, legal labels and premises, an illegal apparatus, preparing the
illegal Party cadres beginning with the Party Committee and extend-
ing this work to the mass organizations, bearing in mind that when
reaction begins, not only leaders of the Party Committees will be
arrested but also leaders of Party activity in the mass legal organi-
zations. So within the trade unions, within the I. L. D. and other
legal revolutionary organizations, certain cadres of an illegal appara-
tus must be prepared.

all Parties must now without fail have illegal printing pressi

prepared for the production of illegal Party literature. . . have arrange-
ments ready beforehand for the distribution of illegal Party litera-
ture. . . . The workers look upon an illegal Party paper as a document
of special importance

The most important and fundamental legal or semi-legal cover for
an illegal Communist Party is the trade union.

Another rule . .
. discontinue using in Party work the real Christian

names and surnames of members of the Party Committee and of

Party work.
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Party active workers in general. We must begin to use Party names
instead and also stop publishing good lifelike portraits of leading
Party workers. . . .

... At the meeting of the Party Committee ... at which representa-
tives of the rank and file Party activities take part, those members
must not be present in whose hands are the connections with Party
organizations, addresses, etc.
It is necessary that at least one comrade who keeps the addresses

connections, etc., should not come to the meetings of the Party Com
mittee. . . .

One of the members of the Committee should undertake the duty
of the organization of proletarian self-defense.

... during recent demonstrations .. . the comrades from the sections
of self-defense do not have the slightest conception of any kind of self-
defense. When the police attacked them they did not know how to
resist. They don’t understand the tactics of street fighting, don’t
even know how to box and as a result in certain cases one policeman
broke up dozens of sections of proletarian self-defense, because our
comrades waved their arms about aimlessly whilst the policemen
were quite confident and used all the rules of well trained boxers. In
many cases the comrades from the proletarian self-defense units de-
fended themselves with stones. But again here is evidence from those
who were present at these operations showing that our comrades don’t
know how to throw stones. It is not enough to pick up a stone and
throw it, but it is important that the stone should hit its target, and
not merely hit its target but that some effect should be seen from the
blow. . . .

Then one of the members of the Party Committee should be in
charge of organization of work in the army.

Finally, one of the members of the Party Committee should repre-
sent the Party in the Young Communist organization.

At present the question of proper arrangements for learning . . .

the plans of the police with regard to breaking up demonstrations,
etc., assumes very great importance. Every Party Committee
should clearly look at this side of everyday Party work; should place
on one of its members the special duty of organizing work in this
direction and should systematically check how this work is being
carried out. . . .

. . . Live communication is kept going by the help of the system
of so-called appearing or reporting places. This system of appearing
places must without fail be established in all Parties without excep-
tion, legal and illegal. .

.

.

. . . when arranging safety signals for reporting places it is neces-
sary to arrange them in such a way that they don’t strike the eyes
of the police and that they can be taken away without being noticed
by the police.
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Besides flats for reporting points, connecting link flats are also
needed for communication by letter, and these flats must in no case
coincide. And finally, there must be flats for the sheltering of illegal
comrades, comrades whom the police are looking for, comrades who
have escaped from prison, etc. . . .

. . . The open text of such letters must be made perfectly blame-
less, for example, a son writing to his mother that he is alive and well
and of the good things he wishes her. Not a word about revolution.
The police must guess first of all that under this apparent innocent
text there is a hidden text. .

. .

Philip Frankfeld, secretary and chief executive of the
Communist Party in Massachusetts, testified there were
1,200 members of the Party in Massachusetts, of whom
about 12 per cent were aliens. The Commission then
requested of him a full list of all branches and component
units within the Commonwealth, with the number of
members shown thereon. He submitted such a list on
October 4, 1937. It is reproduced herewith;

M embers
Peabody .... 40
Salem 30
Beverly .... 10
Gloucester .... 20
Lanesville .... 10
Lawrence . . . . 70
Somerville . .

.

. 10
Lowell 65
Haverhill .... 50
Fitchburg .... 60
Maynard . . . . 15
Gardner .... 15
Ashby 10
Auburn .... 10
Hudson .... 15
Worcester .... 50
Springfield .... 70
Kingston .... 10
Plymouth .... 10
Provincetown ... 10
Pittsfield .... 70
North Adams ... 10

Total .... 1,205

Boston;
West End ...

40
South Boston ...

50
South End ... 60
Dorchester ... 30
Roxbury .... 30
Brighton ... 20
Charlestown ... 25
North End ... 30
Back Bay. ... 20

Cambridge .... 20
Watertown .... 20
Winthrop

....
20

Wellesley . . . . 10
Malden 20
Chelsea .... 20
Revere 20
Wakefield . . . 15
Norwood .... 30
Walpole .... 10
Brockton .... 20
Northampton . . . 15
Chicopee .... 25
Lynn 50

Scope of Influence
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This list appears to total 1,260 members instead of the
number shown.

This list was prepared without attempt at accuracy
and with intent to falsify.

Portions of testimony given by Frankfeld when he
submitted the list are quoted herewith:

Q. (By the Chairman.) Mr. Frankfeld, you were going to bring
into us a list of the different branches. Have you that?

A. Yes, Mam, here you are.
Q. I will ask the secretary to identify this so that we may direct

our questions to this. On this list the first group of branches are
those in Boston. The first one is the West End branch. Will you
tell us where the headquarters of the West End branch are? A. 93
Stamford Street.

Q. Who is in charge of that branch? A. I believe Mr. Jack
Gardner. Of course, lam not certain.

Q. Is that his real name? A. I don’t know
Q, Will you become informed on that and let us have his name

and address? A. After consulting with the gentleman I will let you
know.

Q. Where is the headquarters of the South Boston branch? A
I forget the name of the street. If you want a list of the branches,
I didn’tknow you wanted the addresses of all branches.

Q. We wish addresses and names of persons who are in charge of
different branches. A. My impression was you wanted a list of
branches and the approximate number of persons.

Q. Will you furnish the names of branches and the names of the
persons in charge of those branches? A. Most of them.

Q. Have you a baker’s branch of the party? A. We have a
baker’s group.

Q. Where is that situated? A. At private home of members of
that branch.

Q. Throughout this locality or in the Commonwealth? A. Just
in Boston.

Q. Who is in charge of the baker’s branch? A. I don’t know
Q. Is there a Brighton branch? It is on your list. A. Yes, it I
Q. Is there a Brookline branch of the party? A. There was, bu

I don’t think it is functioning now. lam not certain.
Q. When do you believe that discontinued functioning? A. I

believe they now meet in a private house. lam not certain.
Q. Then there is a Brookline branch? A. The last I heard
Q. Will you determine that for us and the name of the person in

charge? A. Yes, if you would care to I will use the same list and
give it complete to you.

Q. You have a carbon of that, haven’t you? A. No, that’s the
only copy.
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Q. Have you a building trade branch? A. Yes, Mam.
Q. I don’t know -whether that is on your list. Where is that

located? A. In Dorchester and also in Roxbury in private homes.
Q. Who is the leader of that branch? A. That I don’t know
Q. Have you any branch in Fall River? A. I believe we have.
Q. I don’t see that on your list. Where is that situated? A. I

will have to check the records, Madam.
Q. And give us the name of the leader of that branch? A. Yes,

Mam.
Q. How do you designate your different industrialbranches? Some

of them are numerical as well as the name of the industries? A. Yes,
Mam.

Q. How many numerical units are there in industrial groups? A,
About eight or ten, I believe, but they are relatively small branches.

Q. Will you see we have the location of those branches and the
names of the leaders of each? A. Sometime they meet in private
homes, and I will have to receive permission from the individual homes.

Q. And you will submit those names? A. After consultation with
those people, and if it is agreeable with them.

Senator Burke: This “Confession of Faith” submitted by the
witness on the stand I have read, and in that “Confession of Faith”
he said he would make known everything concerning the Communist
Party, and now I find he is either unable to remember or he has to get
permission from somebody else. I think we should demand he keep
his word.

Q. (By the Chairman.) Is there a needle trade branch? A, It
hasn’t a steady location. It meets at different places, sometimes at
15 Essex Street

names of that group? A. Yes,Q. Will you furnish us with the
with permission.

Q. Is there a Nepco unit? A That was dissolved
Q. When was that dissolved? A. Six or seven months ago.
Q. How long had it existed before it was dissolved? A. A period

of a year, a year and a half or two.
Q. I see no New Bedford Branch on your list. Is there a branch

in New Bedford? A. Yes, surely.
Q. Can you tell us the location of that? A. 1089 Aoushnet

Avenue. It is listed I believe there. It is one of our largest branches.
Q. I don’t see it there, Mr. Frankfeld. Will you see if lam in

error? If so you may correct me. A. I can’t understand how the
mistake was made. It was just turned into me this morning.

Q. Is there a branch in Quincy? A. Yes, Mam
Q. I don’t see that on your list. Where is its headquarters? A. I

don’t recall, I will have to ask.
Q. You will furnish that to us. A. Yes. It may be meeting at

people’s homes.
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Q. Is there a shoe branch? A
Q. Where is that located? A.

Yes, Mam.
15Essex Street.
k. Here I have received permis-Q. Who is the leader of that?

sion of the individual Sam Appel.

Frankfeld testified at a hearing in the Supreme Judicial
Court, held in and for the County of Suffolk, on November
12, 1937, that at the time he prepared the aforesaid list
all of the membership records were in his possession and
accessible for reference; that he had not referred to such
records; that he had estimated the number of members in
each branch; and that he had named the branches en-
tirely from memory.

There are omitted from this list at least eleven ‘ ‘ indus-
trial units.” These units are made up of those members
of the Communist Party working within given industries
or given factories, and are known as “Industrial Unit
No. 1,” etc. Members along the water front are so
numerous that they form a “section” rather than a
“unit.” This group is known as “marine” or “water-
front” section, and was not shown on the list quoted
above. Frankfeld testified that the shoe unit maintained
its headquarters at 15 Essex Street, which is also the
headquarters of the Communist Party in Massachusetts.

Also omitted from the above list are Communist Party
branches in at least seven towns or cities, namely:

Belmont
Brooklin

Fall Riv
Holyoke

Bryantvill
Cambridge

New Bedford
Quincy

No mention was made of the “Members at Large.”
These members are responsible to headquarters rather
than to neighborhood or sectional branches.

Instead of 45 component units, the Commission finds
there are in the Commonwealth at least 65 such units,
and probably more. Sizeable membership exists in some
of the omitted towns and cities and other units. Par-
ticularly in the industrial units and water-front sections
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the Communist Party has potent strength not only in
numbers but also in effective influence.

Because of these inaccuracies and falsifications, and
because the terms of the resolve creating this Commis-
sion directed it to investigate the sources of subversive
activity, the Commission believed that the only method
by which accurate sources could be learned was an ex-
amination of the entire membership list of the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts. Demand was made
upon Frankfeld, as head of the Party in the Common-
wealth and as custodian of its records, to produce the
aforesaid list. He refused to do so. He stated that he
had sent it out of the State for the express purpose of
putting it beyond the reach of this Commission.

The Commission also demanded of Frankfeld a list of
the names and addresses of all members of the state, city
and town committees of the Party in Massachusetts.
This list he also refused to produce, claiming that such
refusal was based on his desire to protect his members
against “persecution.”

Under Massachusetts statutes there is a distinction
between “party” and “political party.” Each “political
party” is required by our present law 7 to file such a list
wit h the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and to report
to him within ten days any changes in the personnel of
such committees. This Commission recommends that
such a requirement be placed on “parties” as on political
parties, —to file names and addresses of committees
with the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

On November 12, 1937, this Commission sought a
court order against Frankfeld to require the production
of his membership and committee lists. Up to the time
of preparation of this report there had been no finding by
the court.

John F. Gatelee, president of the Massachusetts State
Federation of Labor, testified that his organization has a
rule against the admission of Communists as members,
and that no Communists are admitted if the A. F. of L.
officials are aware of their subversive connections. Mem-
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bers of the Communist Party joining A. F. of L. unions
in violation of that rule are perpetrating a fraud upon
their fellow members of those unions and a consequent
fraud upon the community. The Commission is of the
opinion that the refusal to make known the names of any
members of the Communist Party, other than those who
are openly associated with or employed by it, is because
Frankfeld knows that rules of private organizations, and,
in some instances, laws of the Commonwealth, are being
violated, and that he desires to protect the members re-
sponsible therefor from being halted in their nefarious
practices.

The Commission is of the opinion that the Communist
Party itself in Massachusetts numbers considerably
more than 2,000 members.

The Communist Party itself is made up of restricted,
exclusive groups who are under rigid discipline and who
devote their entire efforts to carrying out the Party’s
program and building its influence. It is only this com-
paratively small group with which this section has so far
dealt. Browder sets forth the requirements which must
be met in order to carry a Communist Party member-
ship book, “Build the United People’s Front” (published
by Workers Library Publishers), 1935;

(Page 67) What should be our main criteria in selecting cad
First, absolute devotion to the cause of the working class. Loyally to

the Party, tested in the face of the enemy in battle, in prison, in
court.

Second, the closest possible contact with the masses. The comrades
concerned must be wholly absorbed in the interests of the masses, feel
the pulse of the masses, know their sentiments and requirements.
The prestige of the leaders of our Party organization should be based,
first of all on the fact that the masses regard them as their leaders,
and are convinced through their own experience of their ability as
leaders, and of their determination and self-sacrifice in the struggle.

Third, the ability independently to find one’s hearings and not to
afraid of assuming responsibility in making decisions.

He who fears to take responsibility is not a leader. H
able to display initiative, who says: “I will do only what I am told”
is not a Bolshevik. Only he is a real Bolshevik leader who does not
lose his head at moments of defeat, who does not get a swelled head)t get a swelled head
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at moments of success, who displays indomitablefirmness in carrying
out decisions.

Fourth, discipline and Bolshevik hardening in the struggle against the
class enemy as well as in their irreconcilable opposition to deviations
from the Bolshevik line.

Our leading cadres should combine the knowledge of what they must
do with Bolshevik stamina, revolutionary strength of character and the
will power to carry it through.

Also an integral part of the Communist forces within
the Commonwealth is the Young Communist League,
wthich is described hereinafter. It, too, is conducting
intensive recruiting.

Sections of this report which deal with “Foreign Lan-
guage Groups” and the “International Workers Order”
show that they also form a part of the Communist strength
in this Commonwealth. They number thousands. The
“Morning Freiheit,” Communist newspaper published
for but one of those Marxist groups, has a daily circula-
tion of 2,900 in Massachusetts. Lack of resources made
it impossible for the Commission to learn the exact
figures of membership in all of the “language” groups.
The Commission estimates the combined membership of
these Marxist organizations to total at least 10,000 persons.

The International Workers Order, according to its
own statements, has approximately 5,000 members in
Massachusetts, and is growing with great rapidity.
Formed only seven years ago, it has built a national
strength of 150,000.

The International Labor Defense is another component
part of the Communist structure. There is little informa-
tion as to the actual number of its members.

Groups so far covered are those within the first circle
surrounding the Communist Party in the Commonwealth.
In addition, there are large numbers of “fringe” organi-
zations and other supporting groups. In these organiza-
tions and groups Communists have controlling influence,
and the membership constantly is agitating and working
for certain objectives of the Communist Party. They
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include the American League for Peace and Democracy
(formerly the American League Against War and Fas-
cism); Friends of the Soviet LT nion; American Youth
Congress; American Student Union; and others. Their
total membership in the Commonwealth runs close to
10,000. The Massachusetts head of the American Youth
Congress claimed that a conference called by it in Boston
on January 8 and 9, 1938, represented organizations with
total memberships of 30,000.

Even allowing for defections on the part of those who
would not follow the full program of the Communist
Party, and perhaps are unaware that they are being led
by that Party, it is a conservative approximation that
the Communists muster an effective inner-working
strength of at least 20,000 in this Commonwealth. This
is an under rather than an over estimate.

Even this number is not indicative of their potential
force. The crux of the problem is not how many mem-
bers or supporters of the Communist Party there are,
but where they are placed. To illustrate this point, a
little more than two years ago the national membership
of the Party was about 15,000 less than it is today. Yet
Browder said in “What is Communism?” (published
by Workers Library Publishers), 1936:

(Page 160) Membership in mass organizations of various kinds,
not affiliated to the Party but in general sympathy with its program
on the main issues of the day, numbers about 600,000. We have no
interest in overestimating our own strength.

The prime object of the Communist Party is to pene-
trate and control and eventually to rouse to a militant
revolutionary mood organized labor and the unemployed.

The Commission has shown, in the section of this
report entitled "Labor,” that in large industries organized
by the C. I. O. Communist functionaries occupy leading
and strategic positions through which they dominate
and control the groups of which they are a part. Con-
stitutions of some of these C. I. O. unions set forth one
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of the stated purposes as the “political education” of
members. The Communists’ definition of “political
education” is education for the “class struggle,” and
“education” which excites and builds hatred towards
all employers, and which presents capitalism as an eco-
nomic structure to be demolished. In large part, sup-
porters of the Communist Party have charge of furnishing
this “political education” to C. I. 0. workers.

As the Commission later points out, the majority of
the members of these C. I. O. unions are not aware of the
Communist leadership of their organizations, nor are
they aware of the path along which this leadership seeks
to push them. The C. I. O. unions in Massachusetts
which are under Communist leadership have large mem-
berships. If they follow the program planned for them
by the Communist Party, then that Party in the past
two years has added approximately 100,000 persons to
the forces under its leadership.

This report also shows that such organized groups of
relief workers and unemployed as the Workers Alliance,
Unemployed Councils, and others, are the creations of
and controlled by the Communist Party.

An argument often made, and one encouraged by the
Communist Party, is that the small number of votes cast
for Communist Party candidates in state elections
demonstrates a weakness of forces. In 1936 the Com-
munist Party candidate for Governor received 6,026
votes, the candidate for Secretary of the Commonwealth,
11,691 votes. Communist candidates in this Common-
wealth do not run for office with the expectation, or, as
yet, even hope, of being elected.

Placing candidates on the state and national tickets
provides the Communist Party with an opportunity to
disseminate its propaganda to the public. Particularly
during their current tactic of using slogans of “peace,”
“democracy” and “Americanism,” thev seek to make
favorable appeal to our citizens who are beset by economic
stress and who do not know the actual background and
objectives of the Communist Party.
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Besides the opportunity to disseminate misleading
propaganda, Communist campaigners at election time
focus their attack upon particular candidates of the major
parties whom they wish defeated. This does not mean
that they are in favor of any “bourgeois” candidate.
This tactic is used in city, town and state elections,
whether there are Communist candidates or not.

Browder, directly after the 1936 elections, explained
this policy of the Party in “The Results of the Elections
and the People’s Front” (published by Workers Library
Publishers, December, 1936):

(Page 39) Some comrades are still influenced by the idea that the
Party vote is the only correct measure of our achievements.

. . . However, the urgent need for a united front, which everyone

felt, was realized in another and less satisfactory way under such cir-
cumstances that we could not fight against it the united front of
the labor and progressive forces

We foresaw, before the campaign opened, that our separate vote
would register only our irreducible minimum and not our maximum
influence. This was inherent in the situation and our strategy
Weaknesses there were aplenty in our campaign but they must not be
sought in this question of the relation of our influence and our vote.
There is no direct relation between them at ail. Not to understand
this is to have a very narrow understanding of the whole strategy of
the People’s Front, which is not a mere election tactic but a strategy
for a whole period. . . . We made greater advances with the lower
vote in New York with the American Labor Party in the field than we
could have made with a higher vote and the American Labor Party
not in existence.

(Page 42)
... we drive in the center of a national political storm

toward a definite goal, without ever losing sight of it, and without al-
lowing our forces to be broken up, dispersed or demoralized, but rather
gaining strength and clarity out of it all. This ability is the hall mark
of Bolshevism and to the degree that our Party demonstrated this
ability, we can say that we are in the process of becoming a real
Bolshevik Party

(Page 43)
... No one can deny that we thoroughly established

our Party as an American Party, that our slogan “Communism is
20th century Americanism” registered deeply with the American
people. This was a great achievement. This is also a sign of Bol-
shevism.

Page 44)
... We reached millions with our message nationally,

and in many districts also on a local scale. This must by all means
be followed up and made a permanent part of our technique
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Our campaign literature was upon a higher political level, more ef-
fective, and was distributed in far greater quantities than ever before
in the history of our Party.

. . . our policy was built on Leninism correctly applied to the
present situation.

The Communists did not overthrow the Tsarist regime
in Russia. They did later overthrow the Kerensky
parliamentary government. At the time of the first
aforesaid revolution actual Communist membership in
Russia is reported to have been under 50,000. That is a
figure less than in the United States today. During the
months preceding the October (Communist) revolution
recruits were added to the Communist Party, but the
actual members did not exceed 80,000. The Communists
overthrew parliamentary government in Russia, not by
strength of their own numbers, but by the forces of large
bodies of citizens they had radicalized through inflamma-
tory incitement.

Today Soviet Russia numbers over 150,000,000persons.
The Communist Party of the U. S. S. R. numbers about
1,500,000, or 1 per cent of the population.

There is no doubt of the growing strength and ex-
panding influence of the Communist Party in Massa-
chusetts. By setting up countless mass “peace” and
“anti-Fascist” organizations, by spreading its slogans
and camouflaged leadership among large masses of our
youth, by building a mass struggle and deluding thousands
of members of organized union labor, the Communist
Party and its satellite forces have become a destructive
instrument of sizeable proportion. If growth increases
at the present rate, the Communists’ effective strength
should become materially entrenched within the next
two years.

The objective of the Communist Party of Massachu-
setts, and of its affiliates, is to create a Soviet America, a
dictatorship governed by a ruling caste constituting the
Communist Party, as in Soviet Russia. Soviet America
would be a part of the Third International and sub-

Communism Aims and Purposes.
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ordinate to that body. In their written and spoken
appeals the Communists express their goal somewhat
more attractively, and, at the same time, obscurely.
They state that they struggle for a “government of
workers” under the “vanguard of the Communist
Party.” Substitute “dictatorship” for “vanguard”
and the meaning conforms to true intent.

Much of the Communist propaganda inveighs against
the “imperialism” of the bourgeois government of the
United States, and such imperialism is advanced as one
of the reasons why a Communist government should
supplant it. A scheme more imperialistic than that of
the Third International and of the other followers of
Lenin has not been envisaged since the Caesars conquered
the known world. While Roman legions invaded with
arms and conquered by might, the Third International
invades with propaganda to set American against Ameri-
can, so that at an opportune moment the Communists
may seize control of the warring factions. Success would
put the United States under an individual Soviet dictator-
ship, which, in turn, would be a vassal of the universal
dictatorship of the Comintern at Moscow.

Karl Marx was the father of present-day Communism.
Friedrich Engels was a co-worker and interpreter of Marx.
Upon the prolific writings and theories of these men,
Lenin and his followers built their world-wide revolu-
tionary party, and, according to their conception of
Marxian law, overthrew the Kerensky democracy and
set up the since existing Soviet dictatorship. Marx
donned and shed many philosophies before he settled on
the doctrine of Communism for a single class. This doc-
trine he borrowed largely from French philosophers of
the eighteenth century, and expanded according to his
historical observations. In 1847 Marx and Engels issued
the “Communist Manifesto.” It has been published in
almost every known language. A comparatively short
document, it became and remains the primer of the Marx-
ists. Thousands of volumes have been written around
it, expanding its theses.
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A copy of a Communist
was introduced as evidence
there appears:

edition of the “Manifesto”
In its preface, on page 9,

the Manifesto has become a historical document which we

have no longer any right to alter

In the “Communist,” a monthly magazine published
by the Communist Party, U. S. A., in the issue of Decem-
ber, 1933, O. Kuusinen reaffirmed the authoritative force
of the Manifesto:

(Page 1169) The Communist Manifesto is the great charter of the
international Communist movement. ...

It chartered the basic pro-

grammatic demands and the main lines of strategy and tactics of
the Communist Party.

This was a mighty revolutionary call to struggle, •which has lost
none of its compelling revolutionary force even today. ... Its his-
torical sequel is the program of the Communist International.

We present excerpts from this document as represent-
ing fundamental tenets of Communism. The tenets
remain constant, according to Lenin, and the strategy
basic, but the tactics by which fulfillment of their policy
shall be attained vary according to local conditions and as
opportunity presents itself.

From the Manifesto:

(Page 7) That proposition is: . . . the whole history of mankind
. . . has been a history of class struggles. . . .

(Page 12) By bourgeoisie is meant the class of modern Capital-
ists. . . . By proletariat, the class of modern wage-laborers. . . .

(Page 21) But not only has the bourgeoisie forged the weapons
that bring death to itself: it has also called into existence the men
who are to wield those weapons the modern working class the
proletarians.

(Page 23) The lower strata of the Middle-class the small trades-
people, shopkeepers . . . the handicraftsmen and peasants all
these sink gradually into the proletariat.

.

.
. Thus the proletariat

is recruited from all classes of the population.
(Page 24) But with the development of industry the proletariat

not only increases in number, it becomes concentrated in greater
masses . . . and it feels that strength more. The various interests
and conditions of life . . . are more and more equalized, in proper-
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tion as machinery obliterates all distinctions of labor .
. . the colli

sions between individual workmen and individual bourgeois take more
and more the character of collisions between two classes. . . . Here
and there the contest breaks out into riots . . . the real fruit of their
battle lies, not in the immediate result, but in the ever expanding
union of the workers. ...

It was just this contact that was needed
to centralize the numerous local struggles . . . into one national
struggle between classes. But every class struggle is a political
struggle.

The latter part of the foregoing gives point to what
has so often seemed pointless demonstrations by Com-
munists.

Page 28) They [proletarians workers] have nothing of their
own to secure and to fortify; their mission is to destroy all previous
securities for, and insurances of individual property

The proletariat . . . cannot stir, cannot raise itself up, with-
out the whole superincumbent strata of official society being sprung
into the air.

In depicting the most general phases of the development of the
proletariat, we traced the more or less veiled civil war, raging within
existing society, up to the point where that war breaks out into open
revolution, and where the violent overthrow of the bourgeoisie lays the
foundation for the sway of the proletariat

Page 31) The Communists are distinguished from the other work-
ing class parties by this only: 1. In the national struggles of th
proletarians of the different countries, they point out and bring to
the front the common interests of the entire proletariat independently
of all nationality. 2. In the various stages of development which the
struggle of the working class against the bourgeoisie has to pass
through, they always and everywhere represent the interests of the

■ment as a whole
Communists therefore, are on the one hand, practically, the

most advanced and resolute section of the wording class parties of
every country, that section which pushes forward all others; on the
other hand theoretically, they have over the great mass of the pro-letariat the advantage of clearly understanding the line of march
the conditions, and the ultimate general results of the prolete
movement

The immediateaim of the Communists is the same as that of all
her proletarian parties; formation of the proletariat into a els

overthrow of the bourgeois supremacy, conquest of political poweby the proletariat.
In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be sum

up in the single sentence: Aholil private p\
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(Page 34) ... In one word, you reproach us with intending to
do away with your property. Precisely so; that is just what we
intend.

... You must, therefore, confess that by “individual” you mean
no other person than the bourgeois, than the middle-class owner of
property. This person, must, indeed, be swept out of the way, and
made impossible.

(Page 35) ... But don’t wrangle with us so long as you apply, to
our intended abolition of bourgeois property, the standard of your bour-
geois notions of freedom, culture, law, etc. Your very ideas are but
the outgrowth of the conditions of your bourgeois production and
bourgeois property, just as your jurisprudence is but the will of your
class made into a law for all, a will, whose essential character and
direction are determined by the economic conditions of existence of
your class.

(Page 36) Abolition of the family! Even the most radical flare
up at this infamous proposal of the Communists.

On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois family,
based? On capital, on private gain. In its completely developed
form this family exists only among the bourgeoisie.

The bourgeois family will vanish as a matter of course when its
complement vanishes, and both will vanish with the vanishing of
capital.

(Page 36) And your education! Is not that also social, and deter-
mined by the social conditions under which you educate, . . . The
Communists have not invented the intervention of society in educa-
tion; they do but seek to alter the character of that intervention,
and to rescue education from the influence of the ruling class.

The bourgeois claptrap about the family and education, about the
hallowed co-relation of parent and child, becomes all the more dis-
gusting, the more by the action of Modern Industry, all family ties
among the proletarians are torn asunder, and their children trans-
formed into simple articles of commerce and instruments of labor.

But you Communists would introduce community of women,
screams the whole bourgeoisie in chorus.

The bourgeois sees in Iris wife a mere instrument of production.
He heard that the instruments of production are to be exploited in
common, and naturally, can come to no other conclusion, than that
the lot of being common to all will likewise fall to the women.

(Page 38) Bourgeois marriage is in reality a system of wives in
common and thus, at the most, what the Communists might possibly
be reproached with, is that they desire to introduce, in substitution
for a hypocritically concealed, an openly legalized, community of
women.

The Communists are further reproached with desiring to abolish
countries and nationalities.

The working men have no country.
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Since the rise of Bolshevik Russia, this tenet of Marx
has been partially abandoned. Inside Russia there is a
strong feeling of nationalism. Outside Russia the worker
is still expected to be an internationalist, but he is told
to look to Soviet Russia as the “workers’ homeland.”

(Manifesto, page 38) . . . Since the proletariat must first of all
acquire political supremacy, must rise to be the leading class of the
nation, must constitute itself the nation, it is, so far, itself national,
though not in the bourgeois sense of the word.

(Pages 40-41) We have seen . . . that the first step in the revolu-
tion by the working class, is to raise the proletariat to the position of
ruling class,

. . .

The proletariat will use its political supremacy, to wrest, by degrees,
all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize all instruments of produc-
tion in the hands of the State, i.e., of the proletariat organized as the
ruling class;

. .

.

Of course, in the beginning, this cannot be effected except by means
of despotic inroads on the rights of property,

. . .

(Page 42) When, in the course of development, class distinctions
have disappeared, and all production has been concentrated in the
hands of a vast association of the whole nation, the public power will
lose its political character. Political power, properly so called, is
merely the organized power of one class for oppressing another. If
the proletariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is compelled,
by the force of circumstances, to organize itself as a class, if, by means
of a revolution, it makes itself the ruling class, and, as such, sweeps
away by force the old conditions of production, then it will, along with
these conditions, have swept away the conditions for the existence of
class antagonisms, and of classes generally, and will thereby have
abolished its own supremacy as a class.

Marx in 1847 and William Z. Foster, National Chair-
man of the Communist Party, U. S. A., writing in 1932
differ little. In Foster’s book, “Toward Soviet America,”
we find the doctrine of Marx applied to conditions of the
present time.

(Page 63) The General capitalist crisis heads inevitably .
towards the revolutionary overthrow of the world capitalist system
To the American with a bourgeois o\
remote indeed. The American capitf
appears strong. . , . But the persp
in the United States in particular e
the basis of the present situation in

Hook, such a perspective will seem
ism that he comes in contact with
etive of revolution in general and
nnot be determined simply upon

is country
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The revolution advances, not by breaking the chain simultaneously
everywhere, but by beginning the break at the weakest links. Old
Russia was such a weak link and the Russian revolution was such a
break.

The revolutionary danger to the capitalist system from the develop-
ing war situation is acute and menacing. If and when the imperialist
powers launch a great war among themselves we may be sure that in
many countries the workers and peasants, following the famous
strategy of Lenin and under the leadership of the Communist Inter-
national, will transform the imperialist war into a civil war against
the capitalist system.

(Page 67) The chronological order of the United States’ entry into
the developing revolution is, as yet, a matter of speculation; but it
wouldbe sheer assumption to conclude that because this is the strongest
capitalist country, it will be the last to go into revolution. One day,
despite the disbelief of the capitalists and of their still more cynical
Social Fascists lackeys, the American workers will demonstrate that
they, like the Russians, have the intelligence, courage and organization
to carry through the revolution. The American capitalist class, like
that of other countries, is living on the brink of a volcano which, sooner
than it dreams, is going to explode. George Bernard Shaw is right;
the time will surely come when the victorious toilers will build a monu-
ment to Lenin in New York.

(Page 136) The Program of the Communist International says: The
dictatorship of the proletariat implies that the industrial workers
alone are capable of leading the entire mass of the toilers.

(Page 140) The leader and organizer of the proletarian dictatorship
is the Communist Party. In a Socialist society . . . there is room
for only one Party, the Communist Party.

.

. . the Socialists and other defenders of the pseudo-democracy of
capitalism protest against this situation and demand the right of
political organization for the remnants of the old exploiting classes.
But what stupidity it would be for the victorious workers, whose aim
it is to liquidate all classes, to permit those counter-revolutionary
elements to organize themselves into political parties. . . .

(Page 163) It is characteristic that the Social Fascist and Fascist
leaders of the Socialist Party and A. F. of L., together with many
liberals, are advocates of capitalist “planning.” They try to prove
that the revolution is not necessary for an ordered economy and
prosperity for the workers.

. . . Stuart Chase says: “The American problem is to ‘plan’ with-
out revolution.” But this will not work; it is a case of the whole
Soviet Book or nothing.

(Page 258) The Communist Party of the United States, in line
with its program of class struggle, united with the revolutionary
workers of the world. It is the American section of the Communist
International. The Communist International carried out a united
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revolutionary policy on a world scale, with the necessary adaptatior
for the special conditions in the various countries. The Communist
International is a disciplined world party; . . . Its leading party, by
virtue of its great revolutionary experience, is the Russian Commu-
nist Party. In its general work it applies the principles of democratic
centralism, even as its affiliated parties do in their respective coun-
tries. That is, the policies of the International are worked out jointly

with the several parties and then applied in the usual disciplined way.
(Page 261) The radicalization is largely hidden because the Amer-

ican working class, almost completely unorganized industrially and
politically, . . . has great obstacles in the way of expressing its dis
content. It has to be of an explosive character before it appears upon
the surface. The pressure now rises dangerously

Page 267) The working class of this country will tread the path

of the workers of the world, to the overthrow of capitalism and the
establishment of a Soviet government.

Page 269) The American revolution, when the workers hav
nally seized power, will develop even more swiftly in all its phases
than has the Russian revolution.

(Page 271) When the American working class actively enters the
revolutionary path of abolishing capitalism it will orientate upon the
adaptation of the existing capitalist government.

In the revolutionary struggle, they, Capitalistic governments are
smashed and Soviet governments established, built according to the

requirements of the toiling masses
The building of Soviets is begun not after the revolutic

fore; . . . When the eventual revolutionary crisis becomes acute the
workers begin the establishment of Soviets. The Soviets are
only the foundation of the future Workers’ State, but also the main
instruments to mobilize the mass for revolutionary struggle. Tr

sions of the Soviets are enforced by the armed Red Guard of th
workers and peasants and by the direct seizure of the industry throng
factory committees. A revolutionary American working class will
follow tliis general course, which is the way of proletarian revolution

The American Soviet government will be organized along the broa
lines of the Russian soviets

(Page 273) The Soviet court system will be simple, speedy, and
direct. The judges, chosen by the corresponding Soviets, will be re-
sponsible to them. The Supreme Court, instead of being dictatorial
and \ irtually legislative, as in the United States, will be purely juridicaland entirely under the control of the C. E. C. [Central ExecutiveCommittee!.

• . . The pest of lawyers will be abolished. The courts wclass-courts, definitely warring against the class enemies of the b

lawv
the t

Communist witnesses before the Commission agreedthat a Soviet America is the goal of their Party, but, as
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we shall see later, they insisted the strategy by which it is
to be accomplished has been changed. These witnesses
tried to give the impression that Communist literature,
and the teachings contained therein, issued prior to the
World Congress held in Moscow in the latter part of 1935,
are more or less obsolete, and that the Communist Party
has been re-oriented. Directly after the aforesaid World
Congress of the Communist International, Earl Browder
made his report of the present-day position of the Com-
munist Party in his book called “What is Communism?”
(published by Workers Library Publishers, 1936). It is
pertinent to examine Browder’s statements with those of
Marx and of Foster in 1932, and it is difficult to find any
essential difference.

(“ What is Communism?” Page 23) . . . This is how we love our
country, with the same burning love which Lenin bore for Russia,
his native land. Like Lenin, we will fight to free our land from the
blood-sucking reactionaries, place it in the hands of the masses, bring
it into the international brotherhood of a World Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, .

. .

(Page 76)
. . . Lenin posed the question in his world-famous

pamphlet, “The Tasks of the Proletariat in Our Revolution,” . . .

We must insist that we are Marxists, and that we have as a basis the
Communist Manifesto, which has been perverted and betrayed by the
Social-Democracy [referring to members of the Socialist Party or
Mensheviks as opposed to Bolsheviks —Communists] on two important
points: (1) The workers have no country; “national defence” in an
imperialist war is a betrayal of Socialism; (2) Marx’s teaching about
the state has been perverted.

. . .

Again it is pointed out that the word “Socialism” is
applied to the doctrine of the Communists. When they
speak of the members of other Marxist groups they
usually speak of the Socialist Party, Social-Democrats,
etc. Themselves they term interchangeably as Com-
munists or Socialists.

Continuing from Browder:
(Page 173) To what extent can we take the experience of the

Soviet Union as a forecast of what a Soviet America would look like?
. . . The principles upon which a Soviet America would be organ-

ized ivould be the same, in every respect, as those which guided the
Soviet Union
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3, in short, contains already all the
dety except the one single factor of
said, several years after 1917, “The

(Page 174) The United State
prerequisites for a communist so<
Soviet power. In Russia, Lenin
Soviet power, plus electrification
the electrification already exists,

, equals communism.” In America
so we can shorten Lenin’s formula.

The new government would immediately take over and operate
all the banks, railroads, water and air transport, mines and all major
trustified industries. Minor industries, municipal public utilities
and the distributive occupations would be reorganized as functions of
local government. . . . Large-scale agriculture would be taken over
and operated by the government, while the mass of small farmers would
be encouraged and helped to combine into voluntary co-operatives
for large-scale production. .

.
.

If we accept Browder’s assertion that Soviet America
will follow the pattern of Soviet Russia, then we may ex-
pect that those farmers who object to giving up their land
and property and object to being put into work gangs on
state farms would receive the same “encouragement and
help” as his Russian counterpart, forcible despolia-
tion, and transportation to northern areas, there to be
put at forced labor under primitive prison conditions.
We may also expect, as in Soviet Russia, that employers
of labor, industrialists, the rich, and even those whose
only crime is the possession of property in fact, the
entire “bourgeois classes” will be “liquidated.” Firing
squads have been the liquidators in Russia.

William Z. Foster brought himself up to date during the
course of our investigation by the publication of his
latest book “From Bryan to Stalin” (International Pub-
lishers, August, 1937), from which the following is taken;

Page 313) Capitalism, which is in its last stage of imperialism
now faces destruction as a world economic political system
Its period of easy development and expansion is over. .

. . The
increasing pressure takes on acute political form; it is explosive in
character and it will inevitably blow the whole political structure of
capitalism to bits and thus, by revolution, clear the way for a free
growth . . . under the system of Socialism. The turmoil, struggle
and crisis that we see on all sides throughout the capitalist world are
the earlier stages of this political explosion or revolutionary over-
throw of the capitalist system.

(Page 315) This whole process is brought clearly to light in the
United States. Both Hoover and Roosevelt told us militantly that the
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key to economic recovery was to increase the purchasing power of the
masses.

(Page 317) The only solution of the deadly capitalist crisis is its
revolutionary liquidation.

(Page 318) The Soviet Union is a living proof of the correctness
of the analysis and revolutionary Socialist program worked out by-
Marx and Engels three generations ago. In November, 1917, the
Russian workers and peasants, led by the Communist Party

.

.
. took

the governing power of one-sixth of the earth into their hands. ,
.

.

(Page 320) The U. S. S. R. has become a great beacon of hope and
guidance to the exploited masses all over the capitalist world and its
revolutionary influence before them is far-reaching and ever-increasing.

“Tactics change according to the ebb and flow.”
Stalin wrote this in “Foundations of Leninism,” pub-
lished by International Publishers, and currently sold in
Communist book stores. Further distinguishing between
tactics and strategy, he explained on page 89.

Tactics is the determination of the line of conduct of the proletariat
for the comparatively short period of the ebb or flow of the movement,
of the rise or decline of the revolution; it is the struggle for carrying
out this line by replacing old forms of struggle and of organization
by new ones, old slogans by new ones, by linking these forms to one
another, etc. While the aim of strategy is to wdn the war . . . against
the bourgeoisie to its bitter end, tactics concern themselves with less
far-reaching aims, as they endeavor not to win the war as a whole
but rather win a particular battle; or to carry through a particular
campaign or action corresponding to the concrete circumstances.

Tactics are a part of strategy, subordinate and subservient to it.

One of the tactics of the Communist Party in the Com-
monwealth at the present time is the statements and
writings of its members that they intend to achieve a
Communist government here by peaceful means. Slogans
have been changed to conform to a program for “peace”
and “democracy.”

It is established and admitted by the Communists that
their teachings and their Party formerly openly advocated
the supplanting of our form of government by armed
insurrection. Communist witnesses insisted, however,
that this method of revolution was advocated in the

Force and Violence.
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infantile days of the Communist Party. They claimed
that the Communist Party had achieved maturity and
had abandoned the tactic of force as the means of achiev-
ing its goal. The time of this alleged change in doctrine
was said to have taken place in late 1935 at the Seventh
World Congress at Moscow, when their former tactic of
overthrow of our government by violence was abandoned
and a policy of achieving a Soviet government in the
United States by legal, constitutional methods was
substituted. Such a claim the Commission finds to be
false.

On page 37 of the resolutions of the above-named
Seventh Congress of the Communist International
(Workers Library Publishers, 1935) appears the following:

. . . The struggle for the establishment of the united front and
united action of the working class gives rise to the necessity that the
Social Democratic workers be convinced by object lessons of the cor-
rectness of the Communist policy,
formist policy, and charges every
irreconcilable struggle . , . against
bring about socialism by peaceful,
the slightest vacillation at the mome

and the incorrectness of the re-
Communist Party to wage an

the illusion that it is possible to
legal methods . . . and against

■nt of decisive action.

“Social Democratic workei
Socialist Party and other M

s” include members of the
arxists who agree with the

Communists on the confiscation and public ownership
of property, but who disagree on the methods to bring
about the result. The followers of what the Communists
contemptuously term “reformist policy” believe that
any desired social changes can be gained by ballots.

These things being true, it is difficult to see how the
Seventh World Congress changed Communist basic
doctrine from what it was before that congress was held.

Communist Parties in every country of the world are
bound by decisions of the World Congress. That is a
cardinal rule of the Third International. The Com-
munist Party of the United States, every district of the
Party, and every member are so bound. The only change
of policy made by the assemblage at Moscow was that
the Communists in the United States should evolve two



HOUSE—-No. 2100. [June92

preparatory steps. One is a “United Front” against
war and Fascism. The second is the organization of a
balance of power, as in France and Spain, and, at an
opportune crisis which they would help precipitate, the
Communists would be sufficiently in control to set up
Soviet Socialism.

If the Communists do not expect they can achieve a
dictatorship by “peaceful and legal methods,” then con-
versely they still intend to use the methods of bloodshed
and illegal plotting.

Other resolutions adopted at the Seventh Congress of
Communist International bear out this conclusion;

(Page 14)
...

By proceeding as the Party of revolutionary action
fulfilling at every stage of the movement the tasks that are in the

interest of the revolution, . . . and soberly taking into consideration
the political level of the wide toiling masses we accelerate, more
than in any other way, the creation of the subjective preconditions
necessary for the victory of the proletarian revolution.

(Page 15) ... We are disciples of Marx and Engels, Lenin and
Stalin. We should be worthy of our great teachers.

Marx, Engels and Lenin taught that the way to prole-
tarian dictatorship lay in armed revolt. In closing his
Communist Manifesto Marx used these words:

(Page 58) . . . Communists disdain to conceal their views and
aims. They openly declare that their ends can be obtained only by
the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let the riding
classes tremble at a Communistic revolution. The proletarians have
nothing to lose but their chains. Thev have a world to win.

When Browder came back from the Seventh World
Congress he explained to the Communists of the United
States the new tactics by which the Communist Party
was to form, first, a bunted Front with the Socialist
Party and “liberal” and “progressive” groups who
could be enlisted against war and Fascism; and second,
an organized labor party. He explained the apparent
change of front thus in “What is Communism?”:

(Page 95)
. . . We believe that the needs of the masses would be

best served by such a party; that is why we are fighting for it. Be-
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cause they are as yet not ready to accept our full program, we propose
a program which they themselves are beginning to voice. This does
not mean that we Communists are abandoning the idea of the revolution.

If, upon the admission of the American leader of the
CommunistParty, the followers of Marx, Lenin and Stalin
in this Commonwealth have not abandoned the idea of
the revolution, then it is pertinent to examine their past
doctrine as to force and violence, which doctrine we are
convinced has not basicly changed.

Said Lenin in “Our task World Revolution:

We are bringing the social revolution in America as well as Europe.
It is coming systematically, step, by step, stubbornly and with gnash-
ing of teeth in both camps. It will be long protracted, cruel, and
sanguinary.

In Russia, prior to 1918, two of the main groupings of
radicals were those designated as “Mensheviks” and
“Bolsheviks.” The Mensheviks included Socialists and
Social-Democrats, some of whom advocated a form of
society and government taught by Marx and Engels a
communistic state.

They proposed to evolve this form of state by means
of the parliamentary and peaceful methods available in
the ballot and representative government.

Bolsheviks advocated and intended that a Marxian
state should be achieved only by armed uprising and
annihilation of all classes of citizens except peasants and
“workers.”

Without exception, Communist witnesses before the
Commission who were asked whether they classed them-
selves as “Mensheviks” or “Bolsheviks” rejected em-
phatically the label of Mensheyism. They declared that
they individually hoped to attain the distinction of being
Bolsheviks. Communists have considered the Mensheviks
their deadly enemies. They class them with “capitalists ”

and other “bourgeoisie.”
Said Lenin in “Left-Wing Communism” (reprinted

in 1935 by International Publishers, and currently on
sale at Communist book shops):
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(Page 23) The Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries in Rug-
sia . . . began with treachery by directly or indirectly justifying the
“defense of the Fatherland,” that is, the defense of their own preda-
tory bourgeoisie. They continued their treachery by entering into a
coalition with the bourgeoisie of their own country and fighting to-
gether with their own bourgeoisie against the revolutionary prole-
tariat of their own country. . . .

Historical authority and correctness of tactic for the
present-day Communists’ cloak of parliamentarianism
and seeming collaboration with the Socialist Party and

ssive” groups by means of a
the above-cited writings of

with '‘liberal” and "progre
United Front are found in
Lenin, as follows:

(Page 16) The Bolsheviks t
the parliamentary (in reality)
Mensheviks very cautiously. .

an their victorious struggle against
ourgeois republic and against the
We did not call for the overthrow

of the government at the beginning of the period . . . but explained
that it was impossible to overthrow it until the composition and the
mood of the Soviets had been changed. We did not proclaim a boy-
cott of the bourgeois parliament . . . but . . . declared in the name
of the Party, that a bourgeois republic with a Constituent Assembly
is better than one without a Constituent Assembly, but that ... a
Soviet republic, is better thanany bourgeois-democratic, parliamentary
republic. Without such careful, thorough, elaborate and prolonged
preparation we could not have obtained victory in November (October)
1917, nor have maintained this victory.

It is true that the Communists follow the theory of
organized mass violence and forcible methods rather
than such acts by individuals, and such terrorism by
individuals is one of the bases of their criticism of the
anarchists and syndicalists. In “Left-Wing Commu-
nism” (supra) Lenin criticized the party of individual
terrorists, and explained why the Communists did not
use similar tactics:

age 18) ... this party (Socialist-Revolutionary) considered it-
self to be particularly “revolutionary” and “Left” on account of
recognition of individual acts of terror and attempts at assassination
tactics which we Marxists decided rejected. Of course, we rejected
individual acts of terror only out of considerations of expediency. . • •
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When William Z. Foster was running for the office of
the President of the United States in 1932 he made the
following statements:

We Communists are unscrupulous in our choice of weapons. We
allow no consideration of legality, religion, patriotism, honor, duty,
etc., to stand in our way to the adoption of effective weapons. We
propose to develop, and are developing, regardless of capitalist con-
ceptions of legality, fairness, right, etc., a greater power and then
wrest from them, by force, the industries.

In his book “Toward Soviet America,” published in
1932, Foster made the following statements:

(Page 128) The final aim of
overthrow world capitalism and r<

the Communist International is to
place it by world Communism.

(Page 130) The road to thii
opened by revolution.

social development can only be

(Page 134) Lenin thus defines
form of organization of force; it it
holding down of some class.”

a State: “The State is a particular
the organization of violence for the

(Page 135) Engels states in his 1888 preface to the “Communist
Manifesto”: “One thing especially was proved by the (Pabis) Com-
mune, viz., that the working class cannot simply lay hold of the ready-
made State machinery and wield it for its own purposes.” The Cap-
italist State must be broken down and the Workers’ State built from
the ground up on entirely different principles, and this was done in the
U. S. S. R

(Page 212) On the contrary, as Lenin has stated, no matter how
difficult the capitalist crisis becomes “there is no complete absenc

way out” for the bourgeoisie until it faces the revolutionarv
proletariat in arms

(Page 213) To put an end to the capitalist system will require a
consciously revolutionary act by the great toiling masses, led by the
Communist Party; that is, the conquest of the State power, the de
struction of the State machine created by the ruling class, and the
organization of the proletarian dictatorship. The lessons of history
flow of no other conclusion
It is the historical task of the proletariat to put a last end to war.

Nevertheless, the working class cannot itself come into power without

“Force,” says Marx, “is the midwife of every old society when it is
pregnant with the new one; force is the instrument and the means by
which social movements hack their way through and break up the
fossilized political forms.” The Program of the Communist Inter-
national thus puts the matter:
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“The conquest of power by the proletariat does not mean peacefully
‘ capturing ’ the ready-made bourgeois State machinery by means of a
parliamentary majority. The bourgeois resort to every means of
violence and terror to safeguard and strengthen its predatory property
and its political domination. Like the feudal nobility of the past, the
bourgeoisie cannot abandon its historical position to the new one
without a desperate and frantic struggle.”

(Page 216) But the history of the American capitalist class offers
ample evidence that the toilers can defeat the ruling call only in an
open struggle. The American bourgeois revolution of 1776, even as
the Russian Bolshevik revolution of 1917, was carried through on the
basis of armed struggle.

It has been a basic principle for the past twenty years
that the Communists were preparing the ground for
revolution. From historical example they realize civil
wars have come about only by preconditions of agitation
which have produced a “revolutionary situation.”

Said Foster in “Toward Soviet America:

(Page 219) The question of the revolution is not merely one of a
ripe objective situation. . . . The great mass of toilers must be in a
revolutionary mood; they must have the necessary organization and
revolutionary program; they must smash capitalism. This all means
that they must be under the general leadership of the only revolu-
tionary party, the Communist Party. The real measure of a revolu-
tionary situation in any given country is the strength of the Communist
Party.

Why the Communists energetically seek to root them-
selves and their propaganda amongst organized labor,
amongst the armed forces of the Commonwealth and
Nation, is also explained by Foster.

(Ibid., page 274) . . . The proletarian dictatorship must be sup-
ported by the organized armed might of the workers, soldiers, local
militia, etc. In the early stages of the revolution, even before the
seizure of power, the workers will organize the Red Guard. Later on
this loosely constructed body comes developed into a firmly-knit, well
disciplined Red Army

It is significant that despite present-day protestations
of pacific intentions the Communists are teaching stu-
dents at the Progressive Labor School in Boston, and at
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the other Workers’ Schools in the Commonwealth from
Marxist publications which hold that civil war is a neces-
sary ingredient to successful establishment of a Soviet
regime. From one of many of their texts, “History of
the Working Class” (International Publishers), we quote
the following:

(Page 45) In his article, “The Communist Manifesto and De-
mocracy,” Karl Kautsky, the worst renegade of the proletarian revo-
lution, calls the Paris Commune, a “brief local episode” and argues
that the proletariat, if it wishes radically to transform capitalist soci-
ety, must give up revolution and civil war.

They turn their back on the revolutionary actions of the Commune,
and, together, with hating the Bolsheviks, they praise those mistakes
made by the Commune, which, as Marx continually pointed out,
were one of the most important causes of the defeat of the French
proletariat their irresolution in conducting the struggle against the
Yersaillese, their softness and their hesitation, their disinclination to
begin civil war and to carry it through ruthlessly to the end.

From another text currently taught and currently sold
by Communist book stores, “The Ultimate Aim” (Polit-
ical Education Series Volume 2), published by In-
ternational Publishers, the following is taken:

(Page 8) The replacement of one social system by another, that is
the replacing of the rule of one class by the rule of another, is only
achieved by means of the violent overthrow of the ruling class, by
means of revolution. It is impossible for the working class to come
to power in any other way than ... by the method of 'proletarian
revolution.

(Page 19) Socialism takes the place of capitalism only as a
and the dictatorship of the prole-result of the proletarian revolution

tariat,
(Page 22) The whole history of the proletarian revolution in the

U. S. S. K. is a clear refutation of the theory of the Socialists about
the “peaceful” achievement of socialism. The bourgeoisie can only
be overthrown by means of revolution, by means of the armed revolt
of the working class. .

. . The resistance of the overthrown classes can
only be suppressed by the most merciless class struggle.

As previously explained, one of the reasons why the
Bolsheviks have held members of some sections of the
Socialist Party in contempt is that the latter have sought
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to bring about Socialism by peaceful and parliamentary
methods. In witness:

Browder, in “What is Communism?

(Page 77) The Socialist movement took the road of struggle
against the socialist revolution, of coalition with the bourgeoisie for
the restoration of the broken-down system of capitalism, from which
it promised that socialism would “peacefully evolve” step by step.

Foster, in “From Bryan to Stalin” (International Pub
lishers, 1937):

(Page 285) Ever since its foundation the Socialist Party has been
dominated by middle class intellectuals of a rankly opportunist char-
acter preachers, doctors, lawyers, professors, publicists and what
not who have been animated by revisionist theories of gradually
turning capitalism into Socialism by peaceful penetration of the gov-
ernment and purchase of the industries.

(Page 289) The Socialist Party was thus hopelessly split ideo-
logically. ... It was the parting of the ways . . . between the poli-
cies of class struggle and class collaboration; between the revolution-
ists who wanted to overthrow capitalism and the reformists who
wanted to preserve it.

Outwardly the propaganda of the Communist Party
in Massachusetts has changed considerably since 1930,
when the pamphlets from which quotations are next
given were distributed in Lynn;

These things will go on until the workers substitute bullets for
ballots. These things will go on until the workers take up arms and
seize the government for themselves. These things will go on until
the grafters and capitalists are shot down, until the workers seize full
power and suppress the capitalist class.

. . . Workers of America, the Communist Party of America urges
you to drill and train yourselves in the use of arms. The Communist
Party of America urges you to use the, strength that is yours and take
united action to seize the Government and transform the United
States into a workers republic.

In its election platform of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., for the same year, 1930, there appeared the
following:
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(Page 23) In calling upon the workers to support its fight for
these aims, the Communist Party cannot and does not promise to
effect these aims through legislative representatives elected at the polls.
It points out that only the organized mass efforts of the workers
themselves can achieve these aims.

The foregoing quotations from Marx, Lenin and pres-
ent-day leaders shed interpretative light on Browder’s
writings which are at present circulated by the Commu-
nist Party as representing its current policy and principles.
Browder writes, in “What is Communism?”:

(Page 125) There must be what we Communists call “a revolu-
tionary situation”. Such a situation develops when the ruling class
can no longer dominate society in the old way; when the economic
system breaks down and can no longer feed the masses; when the
middle classes are wavering and a considerable part have turned
against the rulers; when the capitalists themselves have lost confi-
dence in their ability to solve their own problems; and when capitalist
control of the armed forces of the state has been undermined and shaken.
... In this revolutionary situation, the Communist Party, which

has won the active support of the majority of the working class and
of the decisive sections of the other exploited classes, wins some of the
armed forces to its side, and leads the effective majority of the popula-
tion to the seizure of state power.

... In a revolutionary situation, however, the capitalists lose their
former complete control of the armed forces.

. . . But soldiers and sailors come from the ranks of the workers.
They can be, and must be, won for the revolution. All revolutions
have been made with weapons which the overthrown rulers had relied
on for their protection.

. . . Revolution arises out of imperialist war, not because revolu-
tionists “welcome the war”, but because they fight against the war
before it comes with all their power, and if this is insufficient to stop
the war, they lead the masses in struggles for peace that transform the
imperialist war into a civil war against the oppressing class. . . .

History does not show a single example in which state power was
transferred from one class to another by peaceful means, whether inthe form of voting or some other method of formal democracy.

This statement comes from the leader of the Communist
Party in the Lnited States after he had returned from this
Worl(1 Congress at Moscow, where, he says, any intention
of violent overthrow of the government of this Common-
wealth or of the I nited States was abandoned; and from
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the same man who in his testimony before this Commis-
sion insisted that the Communists intend to use only
peaceful, constitutional means to gain power.

It was pointed out in the introduction to this report
that the Communists are trained to deny incriminating
facts, even against contradicting evidence. It is not sur-
prising, then, that in the same book quoted above, only
one page away from these revolutionary teachings by
Browder, there is reproduced a resolution passed at the
National Convention of the Communist Party, U. S. A.,
held in June, 1936:

(Ibid., page 124) The Communist Party must use the opportunity
of this election campaign to smash once and for all the superstition
.

, . That our Party is an advocate of force and violence, that it is
subject to laws (Federal immigration laws, state “criminal syndi-
calism” laws) directed against such advocacy. The Communist
Party is not a conspirative organization, it is an open revolutionary
party, continuing the traditions of 1776 and 1861; it is the only organ-
ization that is really entitled by its program and w Tork to designate
itself as “sons and daughters of the American revolution”. Commu-
nists are not anarchists, not terrorists. The Communist Party is a
legal party and defends its legality. Prohibition of advocacy of force
and violence does not apply to the Communist Party; it is properly
applied only to the Black Legion, the Ku Klux Klan, and other fascist-
groupings, and to the strike-breaking agencies and the open-shop
employers who use them against the working class, who are responsible
for the terrible toll of violence which shames our country.

It is also entirely consistent with Communist ethics
and “morals” that they should be organizing and agitat-
ing in this Commonwealth and Nation, under the domi-
nation and direction of the Communist International
at Moscow, even after Litvinoff, Soviet Commissar for
Foreign Affairs, had made the following promise for his
government to our government, as a condition to our
recognition of Soviet Russia:

... 4. Not to permit the formation of residence on its territory of
any organization or group and to prevent the activity on its territory
of any organization or group, or of representatives or officials of any
organization or group which has as an aim the overthrow or the
preparation for the overthrow of, or the bringing about by force of a
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change in, the political or social order of the whole or any part of the
United States, its territories or possessions. (Letter from Litvinoff to
President Roosevelt, November 16, 1933

According to Lenin

Moral? Only that is “moral” w
is bourgeois nonsense!

ch aids the revolution. All else

We must have leaders who, in respect to the bourgeoisie feel nothing
but mortal hatred, who do not hesitate to use the most violent means
towards those who stand in the way.

Lies, deceits and treacheries to the bourgeoisie, to capitalists and
their governments all are justified in the sacred cause of the social
revolution.

As a matter of fact, sometime ago the Third Interna-
tional laid down thirteen rules to guide leaders of the
Communist Party in the United States at the crucial mo-
ment of revolutionary crisis. These orders were issued
under the heading, “Tactics of Revolt:”

1. Terrorize the bourgeoisie by descent en masse into the streets,
Post patrols, machine guns and armoured cars.

2. Disarm the Bourgeoisie by suppressing the newspapers, so that
they will know nothing: and money, by closing the banks; deprive
them of the means of transport (motor cars) and prevent them from
organizing (control of meeting).

3. Nationalize banks, factories, industries, private firms (work
of the cells).

4. Assure possession of the necessary money by seizing the banks
and by contributions from public and private funds.

5. Establish a popular police (Red Guards), and tribunals; regulate
traffic by requiring an identity card. From this moment the bour-
geois can no longer escape you.

6. Apply immediately the system of house committees. You will
thus have a further check upon every one.

7. Take control of all private arms; this gives you pretext for
domiciliary search and fines.

8. Isolate the central power by seizure of communications; posts,
telephones, telegraphs, radio, transport (work of the corresponding
cells).

9. Isolate in the same way the subordinate organs; provinces
military and police commands suppress troublesome personalities.
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10. Set up a Soviet power in opposition to the former power when-
ever the movement possesses evident superiority, and then overthrow
the former authorities.

11. Do not touch those points (country and provinces) where the
governmental power has the upper hand, but be content with iso-
lating themcompletely. They will fall for lack of orders, news, money
food, and will easily be reduced once the Soviet regime has been con-
solidated elsewhere.

12. From the administrative point of view, leave this alone; sub-
stitute in each leavened administration the cell of administration of
its corresponding department. The rest wall be accomplished at the
exploitation phase.

13. As regards the army: do not seek conflicts. Isolate the com-
mand, Isolate the barracks, and prevent the heads from reaching their
posts so as to paralyze the whole. Try to obtain defections, first of
individuals, then of constituted groups, and regroup them at once so
as to make it appear that the revolution is supported by the army. . .

.

The transformationfrom one point of view to another is a very quick
process, it might happen in half a day. It will come.

In previous pages the Commission has quoted Browder
as to the time when the Communists intend to precipitate
a revolution. Stalin quotes Lenin, in “Foundations of
Leninism,” as to the decisive moment:

(Page 93) “The time for the decisive battle,” says Lenin, may
be deemed to be “fully ripe” when “all the class forces hostile to us
have become sufficiently confused, are sufficiently at loggerheads
with each other, have sufficiently weakened themselves in a struggle
beyond their capacities ...” when “among the proletariat a mass
mood in favour of supporting the most determined, unreservedly bold,
revolutionary action against the bourgeoisie has begun to develop
and gain strength. Then, indeed, the time is ripe for revolution; then,
indeed, if we have correctly gauged all the conditions . . . and if we
have chosen the right moment, our victory is assured.”

This report demonstrates that not only the Communist
Party, but also its supporters and allies in the “United
Front,” and its fringe and satellite organizations, are
working among all classes of our people for common pur-
poses, to stir class hatred, to create animosity between
capital and labor, to “resist the capitalist way” out of an
economic crisis, so as to create the confusion and weak-
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ness from struggle, and the mass revolutionary mood
which Lenin cited as prerequisite to a revolutionary
situation.

The Communists do not expect that force and violence
would end with the achievement of a Soviet dictatorship
in the Commonwealth. As in Russia, extermination of
the “bourgeoisie” would be ruthlessly pursued, and all
of the old order and traditions “purged.” In “Founda-
tions of Leninism,” Stalin again sets forth Lenin’s teach-
ing:

(Page 47) . . The dictatorship of the proletariat is a stubborn
struggle sanguinary and bloodless, violent and peaceful, military
and economic, educational and administrative against the forces
and traditions of the old societv.”

We must therefore regard the dictatorship of the proletariat,
. . . not as a fleeting period replete with “super-revolutionary” deeds
and decrees, but as an entire historical epoch full of civil wars and
external conflicts, of persistent organizational work and economic con-
struction, of attacks and retreats, of victories and defeats. . .

.

Also Stalin reminds his followers that Lenin said it
would require a long period to

(Ibid., page 48) “re-educate millions of peasants and petty pro-
prietors, hundreds of thousands of office workers, officials and bour-
geois intellectuals; to subordinate all these to the proletarian State

to overcome their bourgeois habits and traditions [and
to re-educate . . . the proletarians themselves, for they will not I
able to rid themselves of their own petty-bourgeois prejudices at tl
first stroke as if by magic, or at the behest of the Virgin Mary .

.
it can be done only in the course of a long and difficult mass stru

One definition of Communism given by Marx was
“abolition of private property.” This means expro-
priation, to be accomplished not according to the prin-
ciples of our prized Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments
to the Lnited States Constitution, or to the corresponding
portions of the Constitution of our Commonwealth, but
by absolute seizure. This is according to the principles
of the “class struggle.”

Communism Expropriation
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Said Israel Amter, in “The Truth About the Com-
munists” (Workers Library Publishers), currently dis-
tributed and on sale in Massachusetts:

(Page 11) One thing is clear: As long as the economic royalists
the capitalists, control the country, by owning the factories and mill
and operating them for profit, the working people will face insecurity

(Page 12) The only method by which there can be the fullest de-
velopment of production and distribution ... is by the workers and
farmers taking over the country, the government, the factories
and shops. . . .

Said Foster, in “Toward Soviet America” (ante)

(Page 278) In agriculture it will involve the early confiscation of
the large landed estates in town and country, including church prop-
erty, together with their buildings, factories, live stock, etc., and also
the whole body of forests, mineral deposits, lakes, rivers, etc.

In finance it will mean the nationalization of the banking system
and its concentration around a central State bank; the taking over
of the department stores, chain stores . . . the setting up of a State
monopoly of foreign trade; the cancellation of all government debts,
reparations, war loans, etc., . . .

The socialization program will be carried through on the basis of
confiscation without remuneration, except for special consideration to
small investors.

Such a cataclysm as seizure by a Soviet regime would
undoubtedly wipe out all investment values. It did in
Russia. It is difficult to understand how one could ex-
pect that small savings could be protected.

(Ibid., page 279) .
.

. This lesson of expropriation without com-
pensation by a revolutionary class has been amply taught in the
British, French, Russian and many other revolutions. The revolu-
tionary American colonists did not compensate the British landlords;
the Northern Capitalists did not pay the Southern planters when they
transformed the Negro chattel slave into wage slaves; and the work-
ing class will follow the same course of revolutionary confiscation.

(Ibid., page 282) It is true that the powerful and ruthless Ameri-
can capitalist class will seek to prevent this by destroying the indus-
tries during the revolution, which only emphasizes the need for break-
ing their resistance the sooner.

Ibid., page 299) The great ranches of the Far West, the big cor-
poration farms of the Middle West, the huge private estates of the
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millionaires in the East, all confiscated by the new government
will provide immediate bases for many such great State farms.

(Page 275) Likewise, will be dissolved all other organizations, that
are political props of the bourgeois rule, including chambers of com-
merce, employers’ associations, rotary clubs, American Legion,
Y. M. C. A., and such fraternal orders as the Masons, Odd Fellows,
Elks, Knights of Columbus, etc.

As a prelude to this section of the report, the Commis-
sion believes it will be of assistance to the members of
the General Court to present a general chronological out-
line of various characteristic methods and activities, both
open and under cover, during the past years. These
reflect to some extent the constant agitational efforts
being exerted by the radical elements working within
the masses of citizens in the Commonwealth.

The rising strength of the Industrial Workers of the
World —I. W. W. (“Wobblies”) preceded the rise
of the Communist Party. The I. W. W. still exists as a
separate radical organization of violence, but a propor-
tion of its membership has been absorbed to some extent
into the Communist Party in the United States. “Big
Bill” Haywood, war-time I. W. W. leader, occupies a
hero’s grave in Moscow. During the World War this
organization engaged in active sabotage and labor agita-
tion in Massachusetts, as in other States, to injure the
United States, both on the battlefield and at home. Im-
mediately after the armistice was signed the I. W. W.
became more open in its methods and propaganda. In
order to attract all industrial workers into “one big
union” for revolutionary purposes, the I. W. W. used the
same tactics as the Communists were to use later.

It was the self-appointed champion of what it pleased
to term “class war prisoners,” and by distribution of
fliers as well as by word of mouth it demanded their
release.

Today the same slogan is pushed by the CommunistParty and its affiliates. “Release all class war pris-

Communism Historical Outline.
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oners” or “political prisoners,” as used by the Commu-
nist Party, includes all agitators and workers who may be
convicted whether the offence be murder, robbery, riot-
ing, arson or rape, or incitement to these or other felonies.
The Communist Party and its affiliates especially seize
upon the fact that a prisoner may be a negro or an alien,
foreign-born or a radical, to raise loud issues of “op-
pression.”

In the slump following war-time pressure of industrial
output the I. W. W. proposed shorter work days, not for
the purpose of relieving unemployment but to hasten
revolution.

“The Four Hour Day” (I. W. W. pamphlet, 1919)
contains the following:

... it is its revolutionary character, its expropriating character, that
most recommends it . . . there is good reason to believe it will abol-
ish profit altogether; . . . the final conflict will be precipitated. The
victory of the Proletariat will be inevitable.

Few, except old-time and well-studied radicals, realize
it was from this earlier group of I. W. W. and Marxists
that the phrase “industrial democracy” came. It meant,
and it still means to the Communist, the taking over by
force and the running of industry by the workers ex-
propriation. A number of organizations, lay and reli-
gious, have incorporated the words into their titles, such
as the League for Industrial Democracy, and the Church
League for Industrial Democracy. To a liberal-minded
supporter the words connote better conditions and pros-
perity for workers in industry. To the Marxian the
leadership idea is the same as it was to the I. W. W.

Another I. W. W. plan was set forth in 1919 in its
booklet, “One Big Union.” Thus we find that twenty
years ago the I. W. W. attempted what the C. I. 0. is
currently striving to accomplish. The plan was in-
dustrial unionism, and it was attempted to organize
labor as follows:

Agricultural Workers Industrial Union, No. IK
Lumber Workers Industrial Union, No. 120.
Fishery Workers Industrial Union, No. 130.
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Floral Workers Industrial Union, No. 140,
Metal Mine Workers Industrial Union, No. 210,
Coal Mines Workers Industrial Union, No. 220.
Oil Workers Industrial Union, No. 230,

.istrial UnionRailroad, Road and Tunnel Construction Work
No. 310.

Shipbuilding Workers Industrial Union, No. 320,
Building Construction Workers Industrial Union, No. 330
Textile Workers Industrial Union, No. 410:

A. Fabric Workers Section.
B. Clothing Workers Section,
C. Fur, Felt and Straw Workers Section

It continued down the list of workers, including those
in the wood, chemical, metal and machinery, printing
and publishing, foodstuffs, leather, glass and pottery,
transportation and communications, and the different
branches of state and public service.’ Said the I. W. W.
in 1919:

The industrial unionists propose to organize the workers for more
militant action ... so that with every advance gained the workers
will gain an appetite for more and for all, and will find the means to
get it . . . joined into one great chain of international interdepend-
ence . . . and emancipation from . . . injunctions, bull-pens and
scabbing.

Observe, also, how . . . this organization will build . .
. the struc-

ture of an industrial democracy, which must finally burst the shell
of capitalist society and be the agency by which the workers will
operate the industries and appropriate the product to themselves.

Workers of the world, unite!

Late in 1918 the people of the Commonwealth became
aware that the Bolshevik revolution was not confined to
Russia, but that there were already sizeable groups agitat-
ing for forcible overthrow of our government, and the
setting up of a dictatorship in Massachusetts and the
United States. Activity among foreign-speaking people
was fruitful. Agitators were particularly active among
Finnish and other foreign-speaking groups. Other Com-
munist clubs in and around Boston, at that time with
the names of persons in charge as filed at Communist
headquarters, were:



HOUSE No. [June2100.108

Central Committee, 885 Washington Street, Boston Frank Mack,
Organizer; Joseph J. Rosnick; William J. Sidii

Central Mrs. Amy Colyer, 1 Leavitt Street, Wellesley; Clarence
G. Brey.

German H. Barth, 248 Amory Street, Jamaica Plain.
Lettish H. Freeman, 4 Romar Terrace, Roxbury.
Lettish • R. Zelms, 282 Lamartine Street, Jamaica Plain.
Finnish Marie Nenonan, 15 A Linden Street, Allston; S. Osasto,

521 Cambridge Street, Allston
Lithuanian Matthew J. Kazlauskas, Box 43, South Boston; Mary

E. Grevis, 376 Broadway, South Boston.
Jewish S. Lerman, 39 Anderson Street.
Jewish Max Crystal, 28 Ingleside Street, Roxbury.
Grove Hall William Sharpshooter, 59 Savin Street; Francis Mack,

10 Hartwell Street.
Ward 23 Branch Charles F. Claus, 471 Beech Street, Roslindale
Hyde Park W. E. Rice, 8 Reddy Avenue, Hyde Park.
Mattapan H. N. Frankel, 1127 Blue Hill Avenue.
Dutch Flemish A. Lesser, 140 Mills Street, Malden.
East Boston J. Bloom, Box 42, East Boston.
Scandinavian Nils Bartberg, 11 Ballou Avenue, Roxbury.
Beacon Hill Franklin Wentworth, 6 Wellesley Avenue, Wellesley.

By 1919 the Left-Wing Marxist groups had broken
away from the Socialist Party and the Socialist Left-
Wing, or Communist Party, was formed. Prominent in
their work around Massachusetts were James Larkin and
Pasquale P. Cosgrove, and the State Secretary was
Marion E. Sproule, with headquarters at 885 Washing-
ton Street, Boston.

Bela Kun, Commissioner of Hungary, that year cabled
Comrade Sproule his greetings to the revolutionary pro-
letariat of America. At a meeting and entertainment
held in February of 1919, to give impetus to the Law-
rence strike, the following incidents took place:

1. R. J. Zelms, secretary of the Lettish Branch No. 2 of the 80l-
shevist Party Local, pledged aid to Comrade Sproule and other state
officers and said: “The Soviet Government . .

. has heralded
its desire ... to render assistance to those people who are struggling
for independence. . . . This assistance will not be refused to us
workers in America when we will need it.”

2. A letter from S. Rashal, 765 North Street, Springfield, told of
the formation of a Bolshevik branch there
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3. There was handed out a flier entitled Will You Fight So-
viet Russia? .

. . “soviet Russia must not be destroyed . . .

because it inspires them [working classes] to rise and throw off the
yoke of capitalism and establish workers’ Soviet governments

throughout the world. . .
.”

“Refuse to make arms or ammunition for the enemies of Soviet
Russia.

“Refuse to handle, ship or transport arms or supplies to the ene
mies of Russia! .

. .”

“Down with the capitalist State!
“Up with the Soviets everywhere! Hail to the Dictatorship of the

Proletariat!”
“Long live Soviet Russia!
“(Issued by the Central Executive Committee of the Communist

Party of America.) ”

An incessant lecturer in Massachusetts during this
period in the cause of Soviet Russia and for a Soviet
America was Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Dana of
Cambridge, later an instructor in the Workers’ School in
Boston. Others were Gregory Weinstein of New York,
editor of “ Novy Mir,” a Communist newspaper, and Louis
C. Fraina, editor of the ‘‘Revolutionary Age.” Mass meet-
ings were held, organization of branches proceeded
rapidly. Pamphlets, newspapers and magazines were
established, and the Manifesto of the Communist Inter-
national received wide distribution.

This Manifesto was adopted at Moscow in March, 1919,
and was signed by Lenin, Zinoviev, Trotsky, Rakovsky
and Flatten. In its governing rules, binding upon Com-
munist Parties everywhere, we find:

It is the proletariat which must establish real order, the order of
Communism. . .

. Seizure of political power
.

.
. means destruction

of the political power of the bourgeoisie. The organized power of the
bourgeoisie is in the . . . army ... its police .

.
. jailers and judges,

its priests, government officials, etc. Conquest of the political power
means . . . annihilation of the enemy’s apparatus of government;
. . . arming of the proletariat, the revolutionary soldiers, the Red
Guard of Working-men; .

.

.

In like manner was the American section of the Com-
munist Party activated to recruit and train “cadres,” a
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Bolshevik term technically meaning young militant
fighters who could serve as leaders in armed insurrection,
and freely used in currently distributed Communist and
allied publications.

Twenty years later the program of the International,
as above set forth, has not changed. The tactics by
which the revolution and the Communist dictatorship
shall be achieved have shifted from time to time, at
present taking the form of a “united front” with the
Socialist Party members and other groups against war
and Fascism.

By July of 1919 there were 43 branches of the Party in
greater Boston, with a total of more than 2,000 members.
They were organized chiefly according to language groups.
This was the period of mass organization. It was at a
later time that the groups were divided so that there was
a small compact and disciplined Communist Party, with
surrounding satellites of workers’ orders, associations,
mutual benefit groups and clubs.

Two schools were operating at the Boston Central and
Roxbury branches to teach the principles of Communism.
Mrs. Mary Rubin was the first director. A total of more
than 50,000 leaflets were distributed from house to house,
through the factories, and in meetings. Full-time organ-
izers were employed among workers, especially in Law-
rence and other strike areas. Among the better known
speakers at organizational meetings were Professor Dana,
Rev. Henry W. Pinkham, A. J. Muste, Max Eastman,
Louisa Brine, Louis Brian a, Carlo Tresca, John Reed,
whose ashes lie by the Kremlin wall, C. E. Ruthenberg,
Scott Nearing, Louise Bryant (Mrs. John Reed, later
wdfe of the first United States ambassador to Soviet
Russia), Rhys Albert Williams, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn
and many others. The Norwood Chorus and the Lettish
choruses were entertainment attractions.

In October, 1919, Nikodemas J. Kudarauskas, Micha-
lina Kudarauskas, and other persons from Worcester,
made application for a state charter for the Lithuanian
Communist Association, formed for the purpose of “the
promotion of fraternity, unity and education among its
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members.” Upon application for change of name of that
organization in February, 1920, representation was made
that this request was the result of the affirmative vote of
134 members of the corporation. The name of said
Association was then changed to the Lithuanian Educa-
tional Association. The two incorporators aforenamed
are each at present active in Communist circles.

In 1920 the Communist Party (then going under the
name of the Workers Party) was attempting to establish
a Workers and Farmers Party. Wrote C. E. Ruthen-
berg, executive secretary, twenty years ago:

The Workers Party of America is organized

1. [To] enter into the immediate struggles of the worker
2. To carry on a campaign for . . . organization of the worker

through industrial unions and a farmer-labor party.
3. To build up the mass power of the workers to wrest . . . control

of the governmental power and to establish a
.

. . Soviet form ofviet form of
Government

5. Thus to transform the existing capitalist system into a Com-
munist Society. . . .

Vast agitation, mass meetings, petitions, protests and
propaganda were organized by the Party and its sym-
pathizers against the proposed registration of aliens.
Century Press, on Leverett Street, was then, as it now is,
pouring through its presses tons of Soviet propaganda.
There sprang up the various societies and organizations
for “protection of the foreign born.” There had not yet
been evolved the tactic of getting Party members natural-
ized as soon as possible and toning down their activities
until that had been accomplished. Already, long before
the rise of Mussolini and Fascism in Italy, there was
pictured from flier and platform the injustice of deporting
from this country any alien who engaged in subversive
agitation here, on the ground that he would be obliged
to face the terrors of a reactionary- government at home.
“Political prisoners” and “protection of the foreign
born” were then, as now, the catchwords of the Com-
munists to secure the support and active “fronting” of
civil liberties groups.
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The Boston Branch of the American Civil Liberties
Union published the pamphlet “The Soviet of Deer
Island, Boston Harbor, January-February, 1920.” This
described the setting up of a Soviet by the group of aliens
held there for deportation hearings. In conclusion, it
reads:

. . . the Communist parties, which come before the working class
of America with their manifesto and program, advocating a new order
of things the Industrial Democracy are outlawed and their mem-
bers jailed and deported under the specious accusation that they are
advocating “force and violence.”

Does it not look as though the real reason were fear fear lest the
workers of America sooner or later side with Communists against
capitalists?

“But why don’t you Communists go the easy, safe and Constitu-
tional way?” We answer: “For the same reason that the Allies
did not go through the Dardanelles to the city of Constantinople,
The straits were so well fortified . .

. the ships could not get through.”
The Communists believe that theirs is the only solution of the

labor problem. Then your Union meetings will resound with revo-
lutionary slogans, your well-fed conservative leaders will be discarded,
and all the class-conscious workers will join hands in One Big Union,
to fight

...
for the ownership and control of the industries and for

the government of America.

May Day, 1920, was celebrated by Communists
throughout Greater Boston, including meetings at Inter-
national Hall, Wenona Street and 93 Stamford Street,
which are still admittedly Communist meeting places
today.

By 1924 the Commonwealth was well organized in all
of the industrial centers and in the areas of foreign-
speaking populations. The field in Massachusetts was
sought to be widened by promoting fringe organizations
under the guise of social and progressive study groups,
or groups under the guise of seeking betterment of labor
and social conditions.

It was a fact then, as it is today, that, by using these
objectives and principles for bait, the Communists and
Left-Wingers were attracting to themselves truly liberal
(not radical) organizations enticed by progressive slogans,



1938.] HOUSE —No. 2100. 113

so that these “fronts” would provide screens of protest,
propaganda and tolerance for the achievement and
growth of revolutionary agitation.

Lectures, study classes, schools and “progressive”
organizations were promoted, with Soviet Russia the
subject of glorification and Marxian economics the sub-
ject of teaching. Among these activities were the fol-
lowing:

The Boston School of Social Science grew, financially
supported by the Garland Fund, which had as its trustees
the leaders of the Communist Party in America. So far
as this Commission has learned, this was the first con-
tribution from the Garland Fund used in Massachusetts.
Marxian economics were the topics of lecturers in
Lorimer Hall, plus H. W. L. Dana’s courses in Russian
Drama, and H. M. Wicks and Prof. Edward Ross on the
“Social Revolution.” Dr. Ettelson, 230 Tremont Street,
was a leader, and Jacob Kassner, 21 Middlesex Street,
Boston, was secretary of the school.

The League for Democratic Control held forth at
16 Carver Street. William Z. Foster, present-day (1937)
titular leader of the Communist Party in the United
States, was a frequent speaker at various gatherings.
Dr. Antoinette F. Konikow held the platform at 585
Boylston Street and elsewhere. Two decades later she
was to become an opponent of the Stalinist majority of
the Communists and a worker for the Trotskyites, who in
advertising a lecture by her on March 27, 1938, at 16
Lagrange Street, Boston, designated her an “active
revolutionist for fifty years; one of the original founders
of Communist Party, U. S. A.” Paine Memorial Hall,
9 Appleton Street, Boston, week after week was the scene
of fringe organization meetings. Mrs. Glendower Evans,
financial patron for many years to “fringe” organiza-
tions, financed many meetings and presided at some,
where for the first time in Massachusetts, so far as records
show, there was proposed the strategy of the “United
Front” which is so well organized today. Speakers in
all languages called for the destruction of capitalist gov-
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eminent. Post-eard petition and letter campaigns were
organized to press upon the Federal government the
recognition of Russia and the release of “political pris-
oners” and those held for deportation. The Sacco-
Vanzetti case became a flaming banner of the Commu-
nists to rally additional sympathizers to their aid, and an
issue which became so twisted and beclouded that be-
wildered liberals could no longer tell fact from propaganda.
Harvard Liberal Club (now absorbed into the American
Student Union) had been in existence for several years.
Brent Allison was succeeded by Hallowell Davis in
leadership. John Reed was a patron saint. Henry
W. L. Dana was a favorite lecturer.

There was a group, as in the present day, whose
preaching of “peace” was uttered to weaken domestic
defences in time of peace and to deride and agitate against
a government which sought to maintain adequate de-
fence. In time of war this group’s tactic was (and is) to
play upon the natural desire of peace among the people
in an effort to turn any war into a civil war for the victory
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. From 1924 on,
the latter, Communists and their affiliates, began their
penetration of existing peace organizations, and the set-
ting up of new ones. There will be further discussion of
their success in one large “peace” organization later in
this report.

In 1924 Communist papers and pamphlets circulated
among the foreign born followed the Marx and Lenin line
of enmity toward religion. Several years later the Party
was to practice the tactic of wooing church groups by
protesting that the true Soviet attitude on religious tolera-
tion had been perverted by capitalistic enemies. Mostly
printed in Moscow, there were distributed thousands of
atheistic cartoons and writings, foreign-speaking people
being the chief recipients. For instance, Christ was
graphically shown as directing the plunder of Russia after
the adoption of Christianity there. Another drawing
depicted the entry of Christianity into Russia as a mili-
tary scourge in Viking style; a third, the Christ, with
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hands raised in benediction, supervising the driving of
hordes at point of lance and sword into baptismal waters.
Another showed great factory chimneys rising to the sky,
and, in the distance, the spire of a church. The caption
stated that to perfect the picture the spire must be wiped
out. Five rabbis, cartooned into bestial resemblances,
brandishing swords and led by a fiery Jehovah, appeared
in determined assault on the headquarters of the Com-
munist Internationale. Characters of the Old Testa-
ment were given comic strip treatment; “Religion is only
a weapon of Capital” was the oft-repeated slogan.

One of the heroes and widely heard speakers in the
Commonwealth was Walter H. Trumbull. He was
usually sponsored in Massachusetts by the Young Work-
ers (Communist) League. The purpose of the work of
Trumbull and Crouch was to teach “the soldiers which
way to point their guns.” At the aforesaid meetings he
reiterated that it was necessary to maintain Communist
nucleii in the army. His method of introducing it was to
organize a class for the study of a language. Esperanto
had served at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, where he was
formerly stationed. Closing his talk, Trumbull made an
appeal for the release of Crouch, who was still serving a
sentence as a “political prisoner.” A collection was
taken and a resolution passed to support the spreading of
Communism in the armed forces.

Beginning at about this period was the intensive drive
to lure youth into sympathetic organizations which seem-
ingly had no connection with the Party. “Peace,”
agitation against the Reserve Officers Training Corps in
schools, and “international friendship” were the catch-
words. Youth congresses were promoted by Communist
leaders, with sometimes innocent well-known names as
“fronts” and sponsors. Then the foundations were laid
for such internationally allied groups as American Youth
Congress, Associations to Abolish War, War Resisters
League, and the like.

In June, 1926, a convocation of “Youth for Training inPeace Leadership ” was called to meet in Concord. Brent
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Dow Allison, for several years a loyal Party worker valued
in forming fringe organizations, was chairman of the com-
mittee. Miriam Keeler was secretary. The sponsor was
the New England Fellowship of Youth for Peace, with
headquarters at 6 Byron Street. (This address appears
frequently through the years, as headquarters for many
fringe organizations.) The aforesaid Century Press
printed the publicity.

Speakers and leaders of the discussions were a mixture
of Communist Party members, intellectual sympathizers,
and two or three workers for world peace without the
concomitant of Marxian revolution and dictatorship.
They and their subjects included:

Prof. Henry R. Mussey (Wellesley

Prof. Harry Elmer Barnes (Smith)

‘The World Bequeathed Ui
be Relied on as a Force for Free-Robert Raible; “Can Christianity

dom?”
The New Pacifism and the NewProf. Clarence R. Skinner (Tufts)

Knowledge.”
“Why America Entered the War.”

Prof. Thomas Parker Moon (Columbia): “American Imperialism
Fact or Fancy.

Stuart Chase: “The Technique of Imperialism
Virtue or Disease?Prof. Karl Schmidt; “Nationalism:

Granville Hicks: “Is International W"ar Implicit in a World Organ-
ized for Private Profit?”

Prof. 0. B. Gerig (Simmons); “Is Class War Implied in the Profit
System?

Round Table: “What Shall be the Attitude of Anti-Militarists
toward Class W'arfare?”

Paxten Hibben: “Russia vs. the WTorld.
Paul Blanshard: “China’s Revolt against Occidentalism.’
Prof. Allyn A. Young (Harvard): “International Training in Ameri-

can Schools and Colleges.”

Abraham Wirin; “Military Training in American Schools and Col-
leges.

Thomas Que Harrison: “A World League of Youth
Miriam Keeler: “Is American Youth in Revolt Against the Var

System?” “The Dawn of Internationale Politics, Labor,
Youth.”

Brent Allinson, Bon Gerig: “The Individual’s Duty and Power.”
John Haynes Holmes: “Is there an Ethical or Religious Imperative?
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Throughout the convocation was sounded the principle
that peace was incompatible with capitalism. Russia’s
peace policy was favorably stressed. Minutes of private
meeting of the Fellowship of Youth for Peace, held at
6 Byron Street, Boston, January 14, 1926, disclose the
following: The National Executive Committee was work-
ing out strategy to form an American Federation of Youth
which would be affiliated to the (Communist) Interna-
tional Federation of Youth. Miriam Keeler reported it
was the intention that the Fellowship of Youth for Peace
should be the leader and take in the Fellowship of Recon-
ciliation (for recognition of Soviet Russia) and also the
“mildly liberal groups, such as the Y. M. C. A. and the
Y. W. C. A.” Some of the milder organizations sought
would shy off from the absolute pacifist doctrine (now
more euphonistically called the Oxford Oath) for the
Fellowship of Youth. Thomas Que Harrison stated he
had met with great success in talking to high school and
college groups; officials were running peace essay con-
tests in some of them. But the Boston office had “pulled
a bull” by sending some of its “radically pacifist” litera-
ture to some of them. Milder stuff must be fed them.
The correct tactic, said Comrade Harrison, was to put
the organization in a more liberal attitude outwardly, so
that it could form a “central nucleus of reds” and con-
trol the combined American Federation of Youth.

This point was carried and was the tactic later to be
used in the American Youth Congress and the American
League Against War and Fascism. The Oxford Oath
was to be introduced as a tenet of the American Student
Union, but, as will be pointed out later, it has been sub-
jected to modification.

Abraham Wirin, chairman of the meeting, was com-
mended for the manner by which he had hoodwinked
capitalistic legislators at a State House hearing, where he
stated his organization worked for peace as against war,
but “we are not interested in what the individual stand
is when it comes to war.”
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Children of younger age, 8 to 16, were organized into
the Young Pioneer movement. In January, 1927,
300 school children of Dorchester, Roxbury and West
End had been organized as Young Pioneers under the
leadership of one Gilbert, who was for a time connected
with the Boston Y. M. C. A. Membership lists of the
Young Pioneers, the Young Communist League, and the
Fellowship of Youth for Peace were interchanged by the
leaders of those organizations, so that members received
common mailings.

The Young Workers League (as the Young Communist
League was then called) prepared to follow the advice
given by Trumbull the year before, to penetrate the
ranks of the National Guard with communistic agitation.
The plan was put forward at a meeting held in Paine
Memorial Hall on January 24, 1937. Among the speakers
were Sidney Bloomfield, then organizer for the League
in Worcester, later to be district organizer of the Party in
New England; Herbert Newton of Roxbury; Anna
Pseaker, who was a textile union organizer; Harry Can-
tor; James P. Cannon of the Central Committee; William
Steinhurst, then a Dorchester schoolboy; and Reva
Gilbert, who was active at the League headquarters on
Causeway Street. According to these speakers the steps
of “militarization” of youth must be combated. Agita-
tion must begin with a child’s starting in school, for
“here he is taught to swear allegiance to the flag.” Then
by degrees he became a militarist, first as a Boy Scout,
then as a member of the Citizens Military Training
Camp and the Reserve Officers Training Corps. Finally,
an expert soldier, he was ready to fight. For his country?
“No! For the capitalists’ country.” Comrade Can-
tor pointed out Lenin’s maxim that in youth and in the
army there was power. Comrades must divert this power
by propaganda among the soldiers. As a start to win
them over, there should be agitation concerning the
quality of food served to the guardsmen. Said Herbert
Newton:
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We Comrades must get to work and corrupt the soldiers, we must
get our propaganda working among the rank and file of the army if
the coming fight between the capitalists and the workers is to be won.

Bloomfield called for young Comrades to join the
Guard so as to agitate within. When the forces were on
duty, dissatisfaction could be created and the men could
be swung to Communist doctrines.

The following were then operating in or near Boston,
being described in circulars then issued:

1. Class for party functionaries, Mondays, at 36 Causeway Street,
West End. Conductor, G. S. Shklar.

2. Class for inner party practice and theory, Tuesdays, 36 Causeway
Street, Conductor, G. S. Shklar.

3. Class in fundamentals of Communism, Thursdays, 42 Wenonah
Street, Roxbury. Conductor, H. J. Cantor, District Organizer
and Jewish Director.

4. Class in theory and practice of trade union work, Saturdays, 36
Causeway Street. Conductor, Sidney Bloomfield.

5. Class in English, Room 1, 376 Broadway, South Boston. Con-
ductor, Phillis Fonigston.

6. Class in English and Communism, Peabody. Conductor, day-
man.

The call for demonstration on May Day, 1928, included
the meeting at Scenic Auditorium, corner Berkeley
and Tremont streets with Alex Bittelman and Douglas
Walker as speakers.

During 1928 “The Lantern,” a magazine “Focusing
upon Fascism and other dai’k disorders of the present day ”

(which did not include Communism) was issuing from the
editorial tables of Michele Cantarella, Mary Donovan
(Mrs. Powers Hapgood), Adino Felicani, Powers Hap-
good, Catherine Huntington, Creighton Hill and Gardner
Jackson. Henri Barbusse, famous Communist of France
and later father of the League Against War and Fascism,
was a contributor. Powers Hapgood was also author of
articles in “The Communist,” an official monthly mag-
azine of the Communist Party.
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International Labor Defense (I. L. D.) was three years
old in Massachusetts when the “Labor Defender” for
July, 1928, was published. Branches listed therein were;

Lettish Branch. Ladies Progressive Society Brand
Russian Branch. Scandinavian Women’s Branch.
Tom Mooney Branch. Bulgarian Branch
Lithuanian Branch. Finnish Branch.Finnish Brand

During the summer encampments of the National
Guardsmen and the Citizens Military Training Corps at
Camp Devens, in 1928, the Young Communist League
carried into effect the plans laid the previous year to
propagandize the armed forces. Special issues of the
“Young Worker” were distributed, and inflammatory
fliers concerning the pending trial of John Porter, de-
serter. Porter was also a member of the Young Com-
munist League:

Our fight for John Porter is a fight for the right of every service
man; and if he is given a long prison sentence this will be only a be-
ginning of persecution against every person subject to military law
who expressed any sympathy for the struggle of the workers against
the Bosses. A victory for Porter will be a step forward for the rights
of the service men and better conditions than they now receive from
their capitalist masters.

Special inducements were offered the soldiers; if they
would send in their names and addresses they each would
receive a year’s subscription to the “Young Worker” and
to the “Daily Worker.” The appeal came from 38
Causeway Street, Boston, but replies were to be made to
Paul Crouch, 43 East 125th Street, New York. Crouch
was involved in the Hawaii attempt to bore within the
United States army (see page 115). Members of the
National Guard in the Commonwealth have always been,
and still are, objects of Communist Party propaganda.

The years 1929 and 1930 were the lean ones for the
Communist Party in the Commonwealth. Its tide of
strength which had swollen steadily for ten years ebbed
sharply. Membership in the Party became so low that
but a handful of the old stalwarts remained. Even revo-
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lutionists apparently were willing to gather the fruits of
“capitalistic” plenty. There was little on which the
Party could build an effective “struggle” to lure the
workers to follow their agitation. But the years of
harvest were ahead.

The depression opened gates of opportunity. Un-
employment, relief problems, reduced wages, and the like,
became issues to rally the masses and build control. By
1936 members in the Communist Party in the United
States had risen to a number in excess of 50,000, a number
exceeding the number of Bolsheviks in Russia at the time
of the overthrow of Tsarism.

In 1931 the Party organized the first national hunger
march through the Unemployed Councils Committee,
which wT as a branch of the Trade Union Unity League
(T. U. U. L.), which, in turn, was the federation of the
Communist Party’s own labor unions. The march was
organized with elaborate planning and schedules worthy
of and resembling military mobilization. Column 1
started at Boston and proceeded by way of New Haven,
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, to Washington.
Exact routes were furnished by special maps. Some of the
detailed instructions to the New England District issued
from the national office, then specially set up by the
Communist Party at 6 East 10th Street, New York City,
are as follows:

The Hunger March and the preliminary preparations shall serve
as a stimulus for the building and strengthening of the Unemployed
Councils. . . . Into [it] . . . must be drawn especially the A. F. L.
unions, workers fraternal organizations, ex-service men’s leagues, or-
ganizations of poor farmers, etc. The preparations

. . . must be
utilized to . . . unmask the fake relief measures of the government,
the employers, the Pinohots, and Murphys, the A. F. L. leaders and
the Socialist Party.

From this it is evident that the Communists were more
interested in overturning existing labor union leadership,
in creating mass class hatred, in “exposing” all but their
own leadership, than they were in genuine economic im-
provement for the unemployed.
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Public hearings . . . shall be organized in the principal citii
during the week of November Ist to the 7th, according to the direc-
tives previously sent out . . . and
develop local struggles.

their findings shall be utilized to

3. Intensification of . . . the org
5. Organized activities in the A.

anization of rent strike
F. L. and other reformist [used as

. to draw these organizations intoan epithet of contempt] unions
the Hunger March. . .

.

6. Increased activity ... in thi
with special programs of demands f

flop houses, soup hitch
or these categories.

lervice men, linking up theirSpecial attention to . . . the
demands for full payment of the bonus and penetrating into the rank
and file of the veterans’ organizations.

.

. .

9. Special efforts to draw in women, youth and Negro wor
10. . . . all workers and workers’ organizations are called upon to

build the W. I. R.

The American Section of the W. I. R. (Workers Inter-
national Relief), like those sections in other countries,
was controlled by “fraction” leaders, who, according to
Article 1, section 7, of the Communist International
Constitution, were responsible directly to the Comintern
at Moscow. The W. I. R.’s ostensible purpose was to
'.

. . win the struggles of striking and unemployed work-
ers on the basis of solidarity. ...” The late unfrocked
ex-Bishop William M. Brown was national chairman, but
actual control and operation was entirely by Communist
officials. Its literature also bore the following

Endorsed by
Henri Barbusst Prof. Albert Einstein.

Upton Sinclair.Theodore Dreiser

National Committc
Louise LozowiiArthur Bodanski.

Heywood Broun.
John Des Bassos.
William Gropper.

Kenneth MacGowan
Clarian Michelson.
Eugene Nigob.
Henry Alan Potamkin,
Leopold Stokowski.

Harold Hickerson
Serge Koussevitsk
Eva Le Gallienne. Imund Wilson.

To continue quotations from the marching orders
In all these activities and preparations for the Hunger March there

must be systematically compared the starvation conditions of the
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workers in the United States with the rising standards of the workers
in the Soviet Union, and the workers mobilized in defense of the
Soviet Union.

The Communists thus were painting Russia a glowing
paradise, and suppressing what all Party members care-
fully withheld from the outside world, viz., the knowledge
that large portions of the people of Russia in the early
1930’s were in a period of stagnation, famine and starva-
tion, and consequent deaths mounted to several millions
through the interior portions of the country. In Decem-
ber of 1937 the Communist Party of the U. S. S. R. was
boasting of the fact that wages of workers in Russia had
been “raised” to an average of $43 per month, for a
further discussion of which see that section hereof entitled
“Communism Labor.”

Now for the march itself:

National Hunger March shall be composed of approximately
1,200 marchers, organized and disciplined.

.
. . Because of distance

. . . the Hunger March will proceed by trucks. . .
. The Marchers

will go afoot through all important towns along the routes

The quota from District One, including Boston, was
fifty. Special attention was to be paid to obtaining
workers from the basic industries, and to include negroes,
women and youth. A “night before” send-off demon-
stration was ordered. To be mobilized by leaflets and
preliminary meetings, crowds were to welcome the march-
ers in stop-over cities. Resolutions in support of the
march and its demands were to be prepared in each of
those places. In all demonstrations and along the routes
there was to be mass distribution of pamphlets, leaflets,
the “Daily Worker,” and other Communist publications.

The remainder of the instructions covered the appoint-
ment of captains and the raising of funds, the organiza-
tion of “defence squads” (strong-arm-men), and the
feeding and housing of the marchers.

Massachusetts Communists followed instructions. The
marchers converged on Boston, one group from the
Gardner-Winchendon district, and the other from the
New Bedford region.
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As unemployment distress increased, there were de-
mands from American workmen, both employed and
unemployed, that the Commonwealth and the national
government follow a policy by which jobs should be
allotted to citizens of the Commonwealth and of the
nation, before they were allotted to aliens.

The Federal government was urged to require the
registration of aliens, to send the indigent aliens back to
their own countries for support, and to use relief appro-
priations for the support of citizens of the U. S. A.

To combat this “royalist” doctrine the Communist
Party set up, in addition to the work of the International
Labor Defense and of the American Civil Liberties Union,
numerous leagues, committees and councils for protection
of the foreign-born. It made no difference that in the
Soviet Union even citizens were registered with the
police, and could not go from town to town except by
passport and official permission (since 1933); that a strict
system of identification was universal there; or that the
Communist Party itself, even in this Commonwealth,
requires registration of all its members and consent of its
officials before a member may move from one city or
district to another. The suggested registration of aliens
provided material for loud agitation.

By cries of “persecution” the Communists and certain
of their allied organization sought the release of such
Communists as Edith Berkman, William Murdock and
Pat Devine, held for deportation.

One so-called Louis A. Gilbert headed the New England
Council for Protection of Foreign-Born, with headquarters
at 113 Dudley Street, Boston. There sprang into exist-
ence, and into activity as needed, the New England
Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners, with
headquarters in the office of Jessica Henderson, 11 Beacon
Street. This organization is again referred to later in
this report.

The call for May Day, 1931, from 751 Washington
Street, Boston, was built around deportations:

The employers and the employers’ government . . . attempt
through deportations, jailings and lynching of Negro workers to
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divide the ranks of the workers, this may day we fight

AGAINST DEPORTATIONS,

In contrast with . . . misery under capitalism, the Soviet Union
is going forward with giant strides in building a new society of free
human beings. These war preparations are supported by the fascist
officials of the A. F. of L. and by the “socialist” party. But the
workers remember that our own class brothers are ruling in the Soviet
Union. They have set a brilliant example for us by overthrowing
their parasites and their parasites’ government. ... We will de-
fend the Soviet Union with all our might!

On Labor Day of 1931 there was distributed through-
out Massachusetts a flier off the Communist press, from
which are the following excerpts:

On this false labor day . . . they will be telling you to be
patient. . . . Fellow workers how much longer are you going to
listen to this bunk. . .

. Fellow workers this state of affairs must be
changed, and the one and only way is for you to rise up in all your
might and take by force of arms the mines, mills, factories, farms,
railroads, steamship lines, airplanes, etc. . . .

just as they did and
are doing in soviet RUSSIA.

Down with the capitalist system that makes liars, thieves and
murderers out of the people.

Down with these false labor leade
Down with the prison bars and let us free Tom Mooney, Warren

K. Billings, and all the other class war prisoners.
Down with the United States Government and all the graft and
jrruption that goes with it.
Up with the Workers Industrial Republic
On with the revolution!

The following year, 1932, found the Party accelerating
in activity and strength, in ratio to the national strength,
which from 1929 to 1936 gained 600 per cent. Fringe
and allied organizations were and still are created under
all sorts and sudden changes of names, and shifting of
Communist functionaries. Penetration of religious and
youth organizations and the gathering of clerics, edu-
cators and social workers into these leagues were inten-
sified. Defence and protection of Soviet Russia became
a chief concern, and thus the “anti-war” and “peace”
slogans were given first place on the required work of
Party functionaries. From inspection of confidential
instructions and reports of the Massachusetts District,
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we find the plans for National Anti-War Week, March 31
to April 6, 1932, and National Anti-War Day, April 6.

Instructions on March 19, 1932, to:

LANGUAGE FRACTIONS
'KACTIONS IN TRADE UNIONS

Comrades!

In order to intensify . . . the struggle against imperialist war in
China and for the defense of the Soviet Union, the Central Committee
of the Party has designated March 31st to April 6th as National Anti-
War Week. .

.

.

The Party members must understand and be able to expose clearly
before other workers . . . that America failed to adopt an active
opposition toward the taking of Manchuria, that American imperial-
ism is the most hostile enemy of the Soviet Union. We must expose
the role of the socialists and the A. F. L. and the treachery of the
renegade in this situation.

Some Anti-Leninist Ideas About War
1. War is good; it will bring revolutions. So why figh

War?
2. War will bring prosperity

3. The Soviet Union is so strong, we don’t have to wc
about war against it. .

.

.

There are some tendencies . .
. which fail to see that the struggle

to stop the war in China is an inseparable part of the fight for the
defense of the Soviet Unior

Every Party member must carefully read the Party pres;
and study the Communist interpretations ... in this situation

This aptly sets forth the Communists “peace” policy.
Any threat to the Soviet Union or to the growth of Com-
munist influence is the primary consideration. Peace for
the good of humanity, or for the welfare of “capitalistic”
United States is not their motivation. Communist wit-
nesses before the Commission were asked: “In the event
of a war between the United States and the Soviet Union,
would you bear arms in the defence of the United States?”
The unvarying answer from such witnesses was: “I can-
not conceive of such a situation. . .

ALL PARTY UNITS

ALL PARTY MEMBERS

For Immediate Action
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Units and sections were instructed to hold discussion
meetings carefully prepared by a Comrade in advance,
in preparation for later rallies. In accordance with
orders, open-air rallies and indoor meetings were held
on dates designated in the North End, South End, in
Roxbury and Dorchester in Boston, in Quincy, Lynn,
Maynard, Cambridge, Chelsea, and other places in the
metropolitan area held indoor rallies. In Worcester,
Springfield and other places throughout the Common-
wealth the same programs were carried out.

Further order

Meetings in Workers’ Organization
During these three days the Party . . . shall plan the penetration

of workers’ organizations with a speaker on anti-war. . . . All work-
ers’ organizations that can be mobilized should organize anti-war
meetings . . . resolutions should be introduced in all meetings and
affairs, no matter what its character, demanding the stopping of the
robber war against China and the preparation of . . . war against the
Soviet Union.

On Sunday, April 3, there was house to house distribu-
tion of anti-war, pro-Soviet fliers!

This distribution as well as the whole campaign must be insepa-
rably bound up with the unemployment activity, the Hunger March,
etc.

A second Hunger March was in preparation.

Arrange . . .
through constant preliminary work to call special

factory group meetings ... to complete the . . . forming an anti-
War Committee in the shop.

“Directives” for the special factory group meetings

. . . should be held in centrally located halls and advertised well
in advance through house to house canvassing, through placards,
through trying to break through the local press, through chalking up
the sidewalks and walls, . . .

Decorate the halls with red bunting, get placards to hang in the
hall . . . draw up short and snappy resolutions on the war question
and connect same with support for the state hunger march, protest
the Ford slaughter, demanding the release of Keith and other Feb-
ruary 4th fighters . . . demanding the release of Edith Berkman
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c

. . . and other class war prisoners. . . . These mass meetings should
wherever possible be arranged on a United Front basis.

United Front” means the inclusion of the Socialist
Party, so-called “liberals” and all and sundry persons
who can be enlisted to work along Communistic lines,
whether with or without knowledge that they are being
led to do so.

... let loose a barrage of Communist anti-war literature in tl
actories or naborhoods

... to alarm the masses to the war . .

against the Chinese masses and the intervention being prepared
against the Soviet Unior

There were orders that the Communist leaders in the
labor unions, Unemployed Councils, International Labor
Defense, and in the organizations working among negroes,
youth and women, should plan their activities on the
basis of those set out by the party.

he Y. C. L. [Young Communist League] particularly must work
proposals for the youth phase of the anti-war week.

The Y. C. L. of Lawrence, hiding its identity by the
post-office box number of Boston Headquarters, carried
its appeal into May. It circulated the following:

UNEMPLOYEDEMPLOYED

HE IMPERIALIST

WA

IS HEP.E
Demonstrate Against a New World Slaughter in Which

Will be Involved

The Party also at this time provided greater impetus
to its society, Friends of the Soviet Union. Albert
Mallinger was Secretary, later to be assigned to the
American League Against War and Fascism at 11 Beacon
Street, Boston. Elise Trebst, now manager of the Com-
munist Progressive Book Shop at 8 Beach Street, Boston,
soon after took charge of the New England area for the
Friends of the Soviet Union. Her headquarters were at
12 Newbury Street, Boston. These are at present occu-

Literature
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pied by Manuel Blanc, member of the Communist Party,
operating in Massachusetts as Friends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade.

Friends of the Soviet Union had as its task the spread-
ing of propaganda favorable to Russia and the securing
of recognition of that government by the United States.
First formed by the Comintern in 1921, its present name
was adopted in 1929. The Friends publish the magazine
“Soviet Russia Today.”

At the beginning of 1932 the District One Secretariat
of the Communist Party sent out the following instruc-
tions to all units, fractions and members;

The building of the feiends of the soviet union is an im-
portant task for which Party committees should assign capable com-
rades to lead and initiate the work. ... A broad F. S. U. local,
drawing in also intellectuals and professions . . . can be an effective
weapon for . . . helping mobilize the masses for the defense of the
Soviet Union.

The instructions included a statement that a delega-
tion of workers from Massachusetts was to be included
with similar delegations from other States in the nation,
and sent to Moscow under the auspices of Friends of
the Soviet Union, for May Day of 1932. These were
to be hand-picked delegates, and Party members were to
boost ratification of their own selections at subsequent
meetings of workers. Those to be drawn and those re-
sponsible for their selection were set out in orders from
Boston headquarters:
i. Boston. Longshoremen, thru the I. L. A. local. Section one

responsible for work,
t Lawrence. Young woman textile worker, American Woolen Com-

pany. Lawrence Party and Union Fraction responsible.
3. New Bedford. Young woman textile worker. Party and union

fraction responsible.
4. Newport C. L. U. Machinist (torpedo station). Section 4 com-

mittee responsible.

This delegation was part of the campaign to spread
favorable propaganda for the Soviet Union among work-
ers. It was emphasized that this
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. . . will be one of the most effective means of spreading informa-
tion on the U. S. S. R. and the building of locals of the F. S. U.

International Labor Defense ran social affairs at 42
Wenonah Street, Roxbury, to raise money to free Edith
Berkman. Comrade Jack McCarthy, trade union or-
ganizer, talked on “self defence.” The Proletarian Party
(pseudonym for the Communist Party) was holding
political rallies, issuing quantities of campaign literature
among both employed and unemployed workers, and
conducting free classes in Marxian economics and phi-
losophy at 38 Causeway Street, Boston.

In April of 1932 the Communist Party gave its orders
to its Unemployed Councils, operating from 751 Wash-
ington Street and from 145 Harrison Avenue, Boston, to
organize another Hunger March on the State House, with
instructions to link its agitation with the war in China
and defence of the Soviet Union:

The Hunger March must be organized in every block and neigh-
borhood. . . . BLOCK COMMITTEES, COMMITTEES IN THE FLOP HOUSES,
bread line, chaeity institutions . . . unemployed workers’ com-
mittees together with representatives of workers organizations. . . .

This second Hunger March was to converge on Boston
Common on May 1, 1932. The Boston committee to
raise funds included:

Albert Daniels, 17 Gaston Street, Roxbury
Joseph Figuerido, 60 West Concord Street, Roxbury.
J. R. Hamilton, 46 Silver Street, South Boston.
Murray G. Hanks, 365 Northampton Street, Roxbury.
Loretta Starr, 497 Blue Hill Avenue, Boston.
Mary Barker, 429 Worcester Street, Boston.

It must be borne in mind, where names of Communists
are quoted, that they often bear “party names” to hide
their identity. This is their common conspiratorial
practice.

Mass meetings were held in various towns and cities
of the Commonwealth to collect funds and prepare for the
march. A typical meeting was held at Lowell in the Odd
Fellows Hall, where Manuel Perry and Martin Russak,
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both Party functionaries, and the latter the national
secretary of the Communists’ National Textile Workers
Union, were speakers. As this report is written, Manuel
Perry holds the office of “Educational Director” in the
Textile Organizing Committee of the Committee for
Industrial Organization, C. I. 0.

Also typical of the preparations were the letters sent
to the then mayor of Gardner from the Young Communist
League under date of March 28, 1932:

We further demand that the City of Gardner provide food and
shelter for twenty marchers who shall come here from the near-by
towns. We demand

(a) One supper for 20 at 6 p.m. on the 23rd of April.
(b ) One breakfast for 20 at 8 a.m. on the 24th of April

Places for 20 to sleep on the night of the 23rd of April

An identical demand to the mayor also came from
E. Hanninen, secretary, speaking for “the 84 members of
the Finnish Federation Club of Gardner.” Permits to
speak were demanded for

Thom. Halin, 69 Pelley Gardner.
Testor Kielenen, 24 Foss Road.
Lyyle Hanninen, 10 Joy Street.
John W. Janhonen, 69 Pelley Street

The march was carried out and a committee visited the
Governor. There wms a mass meeting on Boston Com-
mon, and an evening meeting in the municipal building
at Brookline and Shawmut Avenue, Boston. Prepara-
tions for another march were repeated in 1933.

International Labor Defense was attempting to or-
ganize negroes. This organization had taken up the
Scottsboro case and was to use it during the next four
years throughout the Commonwealth and nation to excite
class and race hatred. It organized a mass meeting at
the corner of Hammond and Tremont streets, Boston, on
May 7, 1932. Fliers advertising the meeting were poured
into districts having large colored populations.

John J. Ballam was assigned by the Communist Party
to be its candidate for Governor.
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A meeting on July 29, 1932, was held on Boston Com-
mon for the purpose of freeing Tom Mooney, the Scotts-
boro defendants, Edith Berkman; to protest the Dies
deportation bill; to prepare for an anti-war demonstration
on August 1; and for the usual objective, Defend the

Soviet Union, under the auspices of the Internationa!
Labor Defense. Its speakers included Karl Hacker of
the national office of that organization, Communist Jack
McCarthy, union organizer, and Communist Albert
Mallinger.

August 1 saw demonstrations throughout the Common-
wealth against “imperialist war.”

Not A CENT, NOT A MAN FOR WAR AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION
. . . All against the slave drivers, profiteers, war mongers,
Wall Street Hoovers, Roosevelts, and their little brother
Norman Thomas. .

.
. All for the working class for the

defense of the Soviet Union.

Thus read the flier of the Party at Lowell.
Foster’s call for a Farmer-Labor Party received wide

attention at this time.
The years 1933 and 1934 saw the establishment of one

of the Party’s large fringe “United Front” organizations,
the American League Against War and Fascism, which

in November, 1937, was renamed the American League
for Peace and Democracy. Working in the office of
Mrs. Jessica Henderson at 11 Beacon Street, Boston,
there was intensive effort to persuade “unions and organ-
izations of workers, pacifist organizations, groups of pro-
fessionals and intellectual opponents of war” to send
delegates to the United States Congress Against War in
New York City, held on September 29, 30 and October 1,
1933. The “Daily Worker” for September 19 reported
that the Massachusetts delegation would number 75
youths, two of whom would be negro members of a
National Guard regiment. Other delegates were

... A representative of the Socialist Amalgamated Garment
Workers Union, of the rank and file opposition in the National Shoe
Workers Association, National Student’s League, International Work-
ers Order and of other youth bodies.
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A final send-off meeting was held in the Old South
Meeting House on September 25, at which Henry W. L.
Dana presided. Speakers included June Croll and Com-
munist Eugene Gordon.

Immediately after the Congress the Massachusetts
section swung into action to organize branches. The
Springfield Branch on December 7 used the Tech High
School for addresses by Comrade Donald Henderson,
national secretary of the League, and present C. I. O.
official, and the Rev. T. Barton Akeley of Amherst.

On January 7 the International Labor Defense staged
a “Public Trial The People of Boston v. Fascism and
its Agents in Boston,” held at Dorchester Manor, 800
Morton Street, Dorchester. The flier for this mock trial
set forth the participants and the issues. On trial:
Adolnh Hitler.

For permitting Friedrich Schoenemann to
speak at Ford Hal! Forum in defence ofDavid K. Niles and

Rabbi Harry Levi the Hitler government

Friedrich Schoenemann ] For speaking in defence of Hitler

Fred Souza and four others who were ar
rested for rioting outside Ford Hall.

Witnesi

Kurt Yon Tippelskirch, j For causing the arrest of demonstrator
German Consul. [ outside his official quarters.

Alice Burke of the Boston city committee
of the Communist Party, and her hus-

Witnesi band, the local head of International La-
bor Defense, and six arrested and sen-
tence

Nicholas Dawyskyba of f
the United Ukrainian \

ior sP eaklnS aS alnst recognition c
Societies Russia -

John Weber, Communist functionary and
Witnesses eighteen others arrested for distort

in the municipal audi

The police { For making the arrest:
Judge Charles L. Carr { For sentencing the defenda
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The Communist Party’s official reaction to the demon-
strations which its members had staged and which were
the subject of this “public trial” is given in a quotation
from the Resolutions of the District Convention, held at
Boston, March 25, 1934:

In the Ford Hall demonstration our Party succeeded in bringing
forward very dramatically the role of the liberals as those who pave
the way for fascism and establishing in the demonstrationoutside Ford
Hall a broad united front in action against Fascism. However this
united front with the Jewish War Veterans, etc. was not properly fol-
lowed up and finally disappeared.

In the Austrian demonstrations the Party was able to carry thru
united front sections with the Socialists despite the opposition of the
Socialist leadership. In Amesbury and Gardner, the two strongest
points of the S. P. in eastern Massachusetts, our Party has also suc-
ceeded in making definite inroads.

The Rev. George L. Paine, on January 29, 1934,
presided over a symposium at the Twentieth Century
Club, 3 Joy Street, Boston, held under the auspices of the
American League Against War and Fascism. Speakers
were: Alice Stone Blackwell; John Weber, Communist
functionary in Massachusetts; Mrs. Roscoe Perry (also
known as Myra or Semira Perry); Sam Sandberg, present
C. I. 0. organizer in Massachusetts and speaker for the
1938 United May Day Committee; and William Trotter.

The Communist Party in Gardner ran a meeting in
Casino Hall, on March 14, 1934, against Austrian Fascists,
with Comrades Manuel Perry, Paul Wicks (of Greenfield
and Springfield), Leslie Richards (labor union organizer)
and H. Grossman as speakers.

At Repertory Hall, Boston, on March 21 of the same
year, the International Labor Defense presented Leo
Gallagher, New York attorney, and Ada Wright, mother
of two of the Scottsboro defendants. She had just
returned from a tour of Russia, financed by the Com-
munist Party. The bulletin for this meeting included;

Celebrate the anniversary of the Paris commune! Sixty
three years ago the workers of Paris fought on the barricades and heldworkers of Paris fought
Paris for seventv-one days. . . . Learn the lessons of thethe Paris com-
mune !
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In May of 1934 students and members of the Young
Communist League stuck papers down the smokestack
of a visiting warship, the “Karlsruhe,” and created a
riotous disturbance at the Charlestown Navy Yard. The
National Student League swung into action with a meet-
ing held in the Lowell House Common Room (Harvard).
A. K. Philbrick, 1935, one of those who had been arrested,
spoke, as did Communist Corliss Lament, 1924. The
meeting was under the chairmanship of Robert K. Lamb,
1928. The Communist Party and fringe organizations
bombarded the justice who was to hear the cases, with
written protests and pleas in the cause of “free speech
and assemblage.”

Among schools and colleges four radical organizations
were gaining strength. They were the National Student
League (since merged with the American Student Union),
the Progressive Educational Association, the American
League Against War and Fascism, and the Student League
for Industrial Democracy. They had interlocking direc-
torates. The main office of the National Students League
was shared with the Red Sports Union in New York, an
avowed Communist organization, and upon the walls
appeared the Soviet emblem of hammer and sickle.

Among National Student League chapters in Massa-
chusetts were the following:

Springfield University. Everett High School.
Radcliffe College. Milton High School.
Smith College. Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
Northampton High School. nology.
Harvard College. Amherst College.
Tufts College. Clark University.
Dorchester High School. Wellesley College.

Study of the National Student League publications
indicate identical objectives of the present-day American
Student Union. There was advocacy of “class wars” at
home and abroad; uprising among our island populations;
a revolt of the “oppressed races.” Robert Minor of the
Communist Party Central Committee told its national
convention “.

. . The National Student League must
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contact the revolutionary plans which are shaping the
world. ... A negro volcano is being turned loose in the
South. . . . These people are being forced into the
United Front against the capitalist class.” There echoed
in each again and again the need to defend the Soviet
Union. Other points of the League’s program (now
embraced by the American Student Union) were:

2. Refuse to drill. Raise the issue of “academic freedom” if disci-
plined.

Obtain pledges from students to refuse to bear arms in any war in
which the United States might engage.

4. Lend aid to revolutionary student movements, particularly in
Cuba and Latin America against “imperialism of the United
States.”

5. Select important patriotic or academic dates, such as Armistice
Day or Founders’ Day for disruptive demonstrations.

6. Join in the “working class struggl
Build a “united front” on all local school issues; thus the local

branches practice “ the technique of revolt.”

Analysis shows no essential difference between this
program, in so far as it goes, and that set forth and prac-
ticed by the Young Communist League in accordance
with the decisions of its Moscow conventions. Attention
is called to a letter from J. Marks, “Org. Dept.”
N. E. C. Y. C. L. [National Executive Committee of the
Young Communist League], directed to N. S. L. (National
Student League):

Some time ago we sent you a brief note asking
..

. that Janu-
ary Ist you prepare a detailed report on the basis of reports from
each of your districts or locals, regarding the exact membership,
composition of membership . . . etc. . . . Our intention is to have
the complete picture of our mass organization by January Ist. The
report should also contain information as to the number of members
on the various district committees, the size of our fractions, the cir-

nlation of whatever papers issued, etc. Let us have this at once.

mciation comprised Left-Wing
achusetts’ contribution to the

Progressive Education As
groups of educators. Mass
committee which issued its Call to the Teachers of the

1. Abolish the R. 0. T. C.
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)Nation” was Prof. Merle E. Curti of Smith College. T
quote the committee:

It [the Association! has entered a revolutionary epoch. ... If the
teachers are to play a positive and creative role . . .

they will have
to . . . take up boldly the challenge of the present . . . and will
transfer the democratic traditions from individualistic to collectivist
economic foundations.

At the convention of this Association in Cleveland,
Ohio, on March 2, 1934, Dr. Harold Rugg of Teachers’
College, Columbia University, stated that efforts would
be made to organize 14,000,000 persons into a “pressure
group” to force more radical changes in the economic
system within three months. He said funds were forth-
coming, but would refuse to reveal the source. He out-
lined the plan to include a “central planning agency,”
probably in New York to tie together thousands of
groups of citizens who believe that the capitalist system
should come to an end.

The Student League for Industrial Democracy, a
subsidiary of the League for Industrial Democracy herein-
after referred to, was formerly called the Inter-collegiate
Socialist Society.

The World Congress Against War was to meet at Paris
on August 20, 1934, and funds therefor were solicited in
Massachusetts. This was to follow a Women’s Congress
for the same purpose. On the American Committee for
the World Congress Against War were at least nineteen
members of the Communist Party. Several were residents
of the Commonwealth. Henri Barbusse and Maxim
Gorki, two of the foremost Communists of France and
Russia, were members of the International committee.
More concerning these organizations in Massachusetts
will appear in this report in connection with the American
League Against War and Fascism.

The International Youth Day Dance of August 1,
1934, at the Dudley Opera House, advertised a “special
feature:” A young American student “recently returned
from Fascist Germany will give brief, interesting
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report on conditions under Hitler and underground
activity of the Communist Party and Young Communist
League. See the display of illegal newspapers and
literature of the German Communist Party and Young
Communist League.”

The Young Communist League staged an open-air
meeting to strengthen picket lines of the striking frame-
shop workers in Cambridge on August 25, 1934, at the
corner of North Russell and Parkman streets, Boston.
This was near the West End Branch of the League, at
93 Stamford Street.

The Communist book store, then at 216 Broadway,
Boston, ran a summer sale of Marxian writings.

Comrade Earl Browser, National Secretary, spoke to a
meeting of section and district functionaries and Com-
rades active in shops and trade unions in Boston on
August 11, 1934. Some of his instructions:

First, one or two comments about the strike situation of the fur-
niture workers . . . when you can add outside help, mobilizing espe-
cially through unemployed councils, it strengthens the morale of the
strike. ... In this whole strike wave the outstanding feature has
been that while there is a fear of the unemployed scabbing, very
seldom does this materialize. It never materializes if the Unem-
ployed Council is on the job.

About the shoe situation. . . . Undoubtedly there are going to be
strikes soon. Whether it crystallizes or not depends upon what we do.

Comrades think that new members must already be good Bol-
sheviks, able to quote from the thesis of the 13th Plenum (at Mos-
cow) and the National Convention. That is not true. Any good
worker in a shop who follows our lead is material to be brought in to
the Party. . . . The problem that Comrade Costello raised about
lack of political activities among the shoe workers is decisive. . . .

The shoe union is either going to develop more rapidly along the line
of class-struggle unionism or be dragged over to the road of the
A. F. of L.

Browder also discussed Communists’ work among
longshoremen. Elsewhere in this report the achievement
of the Communist Party’s control over the seamen will
be treated in detail. To penetrate all branches of the
marine industry Browder advocated working from below,
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among the rank and file, spotting for particular attention
the natural leaders, not the union officials;

The leaders of these groupings are not “leaders” in the sense of
the officialdom that we have to fight against. Such leaders as these
are the main problem in getting rooted among the workers, and it is
our task to win those natural leaders.

He turned attention to the American League Against
War and Fascism and the Party’s “United Front ap-
proach:”

Then another question: the problem of building the American
League Against War and Fascism as part of the whole broad move-
ment in this field. The problems that the comrades have brought
in the local organization exist nationally.

.
. .

. . . the youth are most active in this movement. Next to the
youth, the women’s organizations lately thru special women’s com-
mittees for the Paris conference.

. . . We will not get trade unions involved in this work until we
begin to have more political work among the trade unions on this
issue. . . .

. . . What would be a minimum of political work? It would be
the distribution of the Call to the Second Congress Against War and
Fascism to all local unions. ... If it is done we will have delegates
from unions we have not had before. .

. . This is the main feature
. . . getting these new elements. This is true not only of the Ameri-
can League but of every feature of our work ... we have got to de-
velop new leading forces . ,

.
develop new cadres.

“Cadres” is a Bolshevik term for recruits, not only
potential functionaries in the Party’s work, but, strictly
speaking, also cadets or military leaders.

Carrying out Lenin’s maxim, that “Without revolu-
tionary theory there can be no revolutionary practice,”
Browder called for greater distribution of printed matter;

First, issuing local and district literature, concretizing local and
state issues, getting out a flood of leaflets and pamphlets, speaking
to workers about their problems; and second, a real distribution of
the national literature of the Party, the Daily Worker ... the Com-
munist, the Communist International and Inprecor, especially among
the leading comrades in the Party and trade unions.

We are laying the foundation for the Party that has to take chargeof America, the Party that is going to rule the country.
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Following defeat in a 1934 Haverhill shoe strike, the
Haverhill Section of the Communist Party issued a
circular condemning the restrictive measures which
had been used to settle the strike. So far as the “red
scare” was concerned, this Communist circular admitted
that the Communists led the union and called and carried
through the strike, and maintained that in a subsequent
election the office of General Organizer in the union was
illegally stolen from Comrade Fred Biedenkapp. The
circular bore this appeal:

The aim of the Communists is to organize the working class to
defend their conditions against the attacks of the capitalists, to or-
ganize the resistance of the working class against Fascism and war
and to establish in this country, a Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment a Soviet America. For this struggle the Communist Party
section in Haverhill calls upon all militant workers, and especially
the shoe workers, to join its ranks.

The United Textile Workers unions, organized by and
federated to the Trade Union Unity League (T. U. U. L.)
and thus dominated by the Communist Party, called a
series of strikes in the textile mills of Massachusetts and
neighboring States during the fall of 1934. Eventual
failure of the strikes was blamed by the Communists
to lack of co-operation by “Fascist” American Federa-
tion of Labor unions. In order to swing public favor by
publicity favorable to the T. U. U. L. unions, the so-
called New England Committee for Defense of Political
Prisoners operated its propaganda bureau from Room
412, 11 Beacon Street, Boston, then the office of Jessica
Henderson.

The New England Committee for the Defense of Polit-
ical Prisoners was a unit of a National Committee of a like
name. The latter organization is operated by Com-
munists, Communist supporters, Socialists and a sprink-
ling of “liberals.” It has been consistently supported
by the “Daily Worker,” the central news organ of the
Communist Party, U. S. A. The New England Com-
mittee’s personnel appears to have had about the same
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political divisions as the National Committee. Those
active for the Committee included:

Otis Hood, now State Chairman of the Communist Party of Massa-
chusetts.

Merle Colby, 16 Milton Street, Boston.
Paul A. Burns, Communist.
Joseph Russcol of the Communist John Reed Club,
George Anderson, John Reed Club.
Fritz Ristrom, 15 Chambers Street, Boston.
Lazar Koehian, 92 Fourth Street, Chelse
Israel Prager, 175 Congress Street, Boston
Jane Reynolds, 165 Hemenway Street, Boston.
Susan L. Field, 409 Huntington Avenue, Boston.
Allen Taub, representing the National Committee.
Charles O’Flaherty, writer for “Communist New Masses” and “Daily

Worker.”
Frank Rudnik, 8 Milton Street, Boston, also of John Reed Glut
Dorothy Potter.
Lester Tanner, alias Paul Shepard, or Shepherd, Communist organizer

for the U. T. W.
Eugene Gordon, Communist
Jessica Henderson, hereinbefore referred to.
(Miss) G. Phillips
Charlotte Sugar of the Young Communist League, hereinafter referred

to.
Grace Taylor.

Ada Callum.
Jean Lenthier, later killed in Spain, and for whom a branch of the

Young Communist League has been named

Minutes of September, 1934, meetings of the New
England Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners
evince the following:

1. . . . the N. E. Committeeproposes to send delegations of writers,
and liberals into the strike areas. . .

.

. . . The attempt to build opinion counter to the strike ...
by

means of a red scare expressed through the newspapers, movies, and
radio, must be fought. . . .

... to bring the true story of the strike to the public through all
newspapers, magazines, etc. both radical and liberal.

. . . the Daily Worker would gladly accept prepaid telegrams of
news . . , and longer articles sent by mail.

2. The Boston Film and Photo League co-operated taking pictures
of strike areas.
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3. Radio: A broadcast by Waldo Frank was scheduled from a Boston
Radio Station. Mrs. Henderson agreed to devote her anti-war radio
period to an exposure of “strike terror.” “Susan Field also to go on
the air.”

4. Writers: Already in the strike areas were Waldo Frank, Polly
Boyden, Carl Reeve, Mary Heaton Vorse, Harry Marks, Mrs. Jo
Nicolette, Frank O’Flaherty. Among those being asked to cover
activities were Genevieve Taggard of Bennington, Vermont, to handle
Adams and North Adams; Thomas Boyd; Kenneth Porter; Dr. Isaac
Goldberg; Edwin Seaver “The magazine of Soviet Russia Today;”
J. B. Wheelwright; Roach Pfeiffer of Provincetown.

5. Credentials: In order to get their writers through police lines, the
Committee had secured credentials from Ny Tid, Svea, Boston Globe,
and Freiheit.

6. Publicity: Besides the releases to various “radical and liberal”
publications by the waiters in the field, Charles O’Flaherty was writing
for the Daily Worker and Merle Colby’s stories were going to both the
Daily Worker and the New Masses.

(At a later date Merle Colby was appointed an official
of the Massachusetts W. P. A. Writers’ Project, and was
one of those editorially responsible for the contents of the
book, ‘ ‘ Massachusetts a Guide to its Places and
People.”)

7. Scheduled to Go Into the Field: Tanner, alias Paul Shepherd, and
Ada Callum to Lawrence, and to work with Film and Photo group.
Frank Rudnik and Joseph Russcol to Lowell and Lawrence and to
take Otis Hood and Mrs. Rudnik to sketch. JeanLenthier to Lowell
and Lawrence, and then to New Bedford for a week of organizing work-
ers into the Union. Merle Colby, Eugene Gordon, Fritz Rydstrom,
Mrs. Henderson to New Bedford, also the Film and Photo group.
Susan Field to make the round of the strike areas, and also to get an
interview with the textile manufacturers’ association.

8. Organization: CharlotteSugar (of the Young CommunistLeague)
was assigned to run the office, plan work, mobilize visitors and volun-
teers, and to send out letters to other organizations soliciting funds.
Merle Colby agreed to prepare and mimeograph a report of the work of
the Committee for circularization. Mrs. Henderson was preparing
and “spotting” a map of strike areas.

9. Deportation and terror: To Charles O’Flaherty was assigned the
work of checking statements made by the Federal Commissioner of
Immigration at Boston and of the Secretary of Labor at Washington,
and to organize a delegation to protest to Commissioner Ward, and to
“Prepare and send letters of protest to Governors, informing Press and
the Daily Worker of this action.”
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At the turn of 1935 the Party announced the winter
term of the Workers School held at headquarters, 919
Washington Street, Boston. Special announcement fea-
tured Prof. H. W. L. Dana’s lectures, “New Tendencies
in Soviet Culture.” Other courses are fully covered in
this report under “Schools.”

The Workers Socialist Party, Left-WTng, direct-action
group, also put out its announcement of Marxian study
classes on Tuesdays, at 1163 Blue Hill Avenue, Dor-
chester, and Thursdays, at 6 Boylston Place, Boston,
with Sunday evening forums at the latter address. In-
cluded in the Declaration of Principles of this Party was
the following:

That as the machinery of government, including the armed forces
of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the capitalist
class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working class must
organize consciously and politically for the conquest of the powers of
government, national and local, in order that this machinery, including
these [armed] “forces, may be converted . . . into the Agent of
emancipation for the overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and pluto-
cratic.”

In 1935 the Communist Party distributed leaflets
among the members of the National Guard of the Com-
monwealth carrying such statements as:

Guardsmen
Refuse to be strike breakers!
We did not join the National Guard to be scab herders

AND STRIKE BREAKERS.

Patriotism does not mean going against the interests
OF THE WORKING CLASS!

We must be loyal, not to the handful of rich bankers,
BUT TO THE INTEREST OF OUR OWN CLASS!

The Communist Central Committee of the U. S. A.
was not satisfied with Party activity in District One.
There -was not sufficient labor unrest to promote agitation
and propaganda among workers! Therefore a definite
plan of organizational work was laid out by the District
for three months, January to March, 1935. Powers
Hapgood, Mary Donovan Hapgood, his wife, and Com-
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rades White, Joseph Gray and the aforesaid Leslie
Richards started the circuit of mills and factories in and
around Worcester, the American Optical Company at
Southbridge, the textile mills in Warren, Fall River, and
New Bedford areas, and through the Blackstone Valley
into Rhode Island. Their prime intent was to produce
another textile strike.

Strong efforts were being made to strengthen the
Communist Party’s own Marine Workers Industrial
Union, while at the same time certain Party agitators
were assigned to get into A. F. of L. marine unions.

Comrade Eva Hoffman was a leader of the so-called
Working Women’s Councils of New England which were
set up in several cities of the Commonwealth for the
stated purpose of protesting the high cost of living.

Members of the Boston Council included:

A. Winnick, 40 Nevanda Street, Winthrop.
Sarah Duloff, 173 Townsend Street, Roxbury.
Pauline Clark, 504 Warren Street, Roxbury.
Frances Aissen, 52A Trident Avenue, Winthrop.
Esther Rosenberg, 28 Balsam Street, Dorchester.
Ige Gipi, 110 Hemway Street, Dorchester.
Mrs. Ylatt, Epartnot Street.
Mrs. A. Wise, 4 Havelock Street, Dorchester.
Mrs. D. Gippa,40 Seafoam Avenue, Winthrop.
Eva Hoffman, 93 Bloomfeld Street, Dorchester.
Mrs. L. Kay, 15 Waumbeck Street, Roxbury.
Mrs. S. Fell-Yella, 36 Anderson Street, Boston.

In Springfield, International Labor Day, May 1,
1935, was celebrated in Court Square in the afternoon
and at Melha Temple, 347 Worthington Street, in the
evening. Powers Hapgood, Paul Wicks and Prof. Colston
Warne of Amherst were speakers. A United Front of the
following organizations sponsored the meetings: Greek
Workers Club; Russian Mutual Aid Society, an organiza-
tion whose requests for a license in this Commonwealth
has repeatedly been denied by the State Commissioner
of Insurance; Jewish Cultural League; Working Women’s
Council; the Socialist Party; the Young Communist
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League; the American League Against War and Fascism;
Communist Party; and the Springfield Citizens’

Protective Association.
This year (1935) saw the departure of Sidney Bloom-

field from Communist Headquarters in Boston and from
Massachusetts, and the installation of Philip Frankfeld
in the Boston office as head of District One. The eight-
eenth anniversary of Soviet Russia was celebrated as
the “greatest event in the whole history of mankind,”
and was combined with rallies and pledges of allegiance
to Frankfeld’s leadership throughout the Commonwealth
by meetings in Boston, Gardner, Chelsea, Fall River,
Quincy, Maynard, Fitchburg, Peabody, Brockton, Lowell,
New Bedford, Lawrence, Springfield, Norwood, Malden,
Worcester, Haverhill and Lynn.

The United Front tactic of using “peace” agitation
as a common purpose secured effective results in attract-
ing other groups to Communist leadership. Ostenta-
tiously remaining in the background, the Communist
Party promoted a “peace mobilization” on Boston Com-
mon, which saw the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A., the
Student Vigilance Committee, the American Youth
Congress, the Inter-Seminary Theological Movement,
Middle Atlantic Division, the Student League for Indus-
trial Democracy, the National Student League, the Youth
Section of the American League Against War and Fascism,
the Committee on Militarism in Education, the Inter-
collegiate Council, and the National Student Federation
of America combined to exalt the Oxford Oath (refusal
to defend the United States in any war in which it might
engage) and to “prevent war.”

At Harvard College the chief speakers were Roger
Baldwin and Oswald Garrison A’illard. Baldwin, national
head of the American Civil Liberties Union, was listed
to speak against war. He expressed one of the Com-
munist Party’s oft-expressed methods of linking Marxism
with peace agitation. We quote:

The real struggle is between those who own and control and direct
property and their hired people. That is the essential struggle of
modern times.
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In this country we have our reactionaries, our fake patriots, whose
aim is to maintain intact the existing property system.

We cannot abolish war without first abolishing the economic lys-
tem whereby the many are exploited for the benefit of the few 7 .

This is the aim represented by the ideal of Socialism and Commu-
nism

The Hearst newspapers were running article's on Com-
munist activities in New England. The Communist
Party increased its flow of pamphlets and leaflets against
Hearst. Over the name, “The League Against Yellow
Journalism,” it printed and issued stamps reading, “I
don’t read Hearst.”

The July, 1935, issue of the “New Pioneer” magazine,
official organ of the Young Pioneers (class-hatred training
organization of the Communist Party, of the International
Workers Order, and of various language groups sup-
porting the Communist Party), on its cover paraphrased
the famous picture “Spirit of ’76,” and captioned it
with a slogan, “We carry on.” It was the beginning
of the present campaign to claim George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, Samuel Adams and
the other instigators of the American Revolution as fore-
fathers of the Communist Party of today. One econo-
mist has expressed it as “an attempt to put Karl Marx
into the grave of Tom Jefferson.”

There was a page on new issues of stamps. An issue
of Ethiopian stamps brings this comment:

See the man in fancy dress on it? That is Emperor Haile Selassie I.
Look at the jewels he’s wearing. He’s a rich man, and his rule is in
favor of the rich. . . . The tribes own nothing but their cattle. Only
the clergy have a chance to become educated.

Prize poem was submitted by a twelve-year-old of
Milwaukee:

July the Fourth, again we see
The bosses are our enemy.
July the Fourth: and still we see
The bosses hoarding greedily.
We w7ant no more w7 ar glorification,
By the Roosevelt administration.
No more capitalist parades,
No pot-bellies flourishing grenades.
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In the readers’ column Mamie Harkola wrote of the
Pioneers in Quincy:

.
. . hold their meetings every Tuesday at 6.30. We have two

reading groups. Those under 11 read “Who are the Young Pio-
neers?” and the older ones are reading “Science and History” by
(ex) Bishop Brown. . . . The troop has a . . . paper called “The
Torch.” Every month we have a different subject for it. Next
month it will be about Karl Marx. We are practicing a play called
“Millions”. .

. .

Bishop Brown had been unfrocked after making an
appeal to “Abolish capitalism from the earth and God
from the sky.”

Under the column headed “Greetings!” we find July
Greetings are from —•

Finnish Women’s Federation, Concord, New Hampshire.
Finnish Youth Club, Penacook, New Hampshire.
Scarlettes Pioneer Troop, Maynard, Massachusetts.

During 1935 and early 1936, the District was busily
engaged in following the orders of the Comintern (Mos-
cow) to disband the Trade Union Unity League (T. U.
U. L.) labor unions and to steer all members into American
Federation of Labor unions. Full strength agitation was
ordered among the rank and file of union labor against
“Fascist” leadership, and in favor of industrial unionism.
Comrades had been assigned to that task for years, but
every Communist and supporter now intensified the work.
National and local elections also provided wide scope for
propaganda. Its revolutionary thunder temporarily was
stilled in a bid for popular support on a United Front
basis, and in a preparatory tactic to the formation of a
“people’s front” by means of a Labor (Farmer Labor)
Party. Some of these activities will later be touched on
within this report.

It is a mistake to believe that all the Communist
Party’s activities are centered in or around Boston,
although Boston is the headquarters of District One,
which includes Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Vermont,New Hampshire and Maine.



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June148

The following sketches of persons and events figure in
some of the Communist Party’s activities around Spring-
field and western Massachusetts. The names of persons
who have taken part in such activities will not in every
case represent members of the Communist Party. Some
are supporters of the Party although not known by this
Commission to be members. Known Communists are
so indicated. The activities covered in these sketches,
however, were those inspired or energized by the Com-
munist Party, whether carried out through the “United
Front,” as in the meeting to form a Labor (Farmer-
Labor) Party at Melha Temple, where various groups
united with Communists, or through the Communists’
fringe organizations, such as the American League
Against War and Fascism, the Springfield Citizens’
Protective League, or the Springfield Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy:

Thomas R. Amlic; Chief speaker at the meeting at MelhaTemple
meeting sponsored by the “United Labor Party.” The aim of this
meeting was to start the formation of a Farmer-LaborParty in western
Massachusetts. This report will indicate that this has been one of
the chief Communist Party aims for years, and that efforts to that
end have been intensified since the Seventh Congress of the Communist
International at the end of 1935.

Owen Appleton: Native of Springfield. Devotes full time
Communist agitational work.

Jesse Avery: Former member of Chelsea police force. In Spring-
field for past twelve years, where he has served as vice-president of
the Springfield Citizens’ Protective League.

Harry E. Barnes: Member of the western Massachusetts execu-
tive committee of Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

Lotus H. Berwitt (Bibkett) (Bdrkwitz), 29 Bartlett Street,
Springfield: Active in forming and was temporary president of the
Project Workers Union (W. P. A. Workers) apparently set up in
opposition to the Communist-controlled Workers Alliance. This was
one instance where the project workers discovered they were being
organized by a member of the Communist Party. They expelled
him by a vote of 25 to 3.

Abram Bloom: Communist Organizer. Intermittent visitoi
western Massachusetts for Party purposes. Son of Isaac (below)

Isaac Bloom: On Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish Demoi
racy. At one time head of the Communist Party in that section.
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Sam Bloom (Solomon): Has been treasurer of the Young Com-
munist League, and numerous permits for Communist street meeting:
are taken in his name.

Frank Bluenfield: Reporter for the “Springfield Union.” In
this report, under the American League Against War and Fascism, is
an excerpt from a letter written by him concerning a “United Front
meeting. Later went to New York as publicity director for the League,
and it is reported to this Commission that he is now also on the pub-
licity staff of the Committee for Industrial Organization.

C. H. Bush, Northampton: Active in distributing Communist lit-
erature in strike area,

Thomas F. Burns: Member of the Communist Party. Former
business agent of the Fisk United Rubber Workers Union. In early
1937 made a vice-president of the C. I. 0.
Martin Burns: Former group president of the Workers Alliance

Dropped from membership in the Springfield Unemployed League
after investigation into alleged Communist activity.

Weldon C. Caie (Kaie) (Kay) : Delegate to the National Unem-
ployed Congress from the Citizens’ Protective Association, and re-
ported to have been on the Advisory Committee of the Workers Alli-
ance of America. At one time an organizer of the unemployed in
Boston. Later became an organizer of the National Leather Workers,
United Shoe and Leather Workers, and the United Textile Workers.

Gilbert Carpenter : A former student at Brooklyn Labor College.

Has been president of the Springfield Citizens’ Protective League. He
is active in Leftist undertakings

Louis D. Cheffetz, 484 White Street, Springfield:]?Has been chair-
man of the Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

Morris L. Coen (Cohen), 1340 Main StreetASpringfield: Sine
1934 one of the Communist Party agitprops (agitator and distributor
of propaganda). He was convicted in January 1937, for distributing
seditious literature

Amude B. Corbett; While executive secretary of the Y. W. C. A
served with a committee of the Young Communist League for Youth
Day demonstration:

George E. Cote: Delegate from United Labor Party to Melha
Temple meeting. Served on committee for May Day demonstration
on Committee to Aid Spanish Democrac

Carl Curtis: Has been president of the Springfield Citizens’ Pro-
tective Association

John Daja: Reported a paid agitator of the Communist Party
during labor troubles in western Massachusetts

Dave Davies: Co-worker with Daia.a
Hugo Degrbgory: Organizer for the Communist Part

larly in the Young Communist League. He attended the Part
national training school. He was on the resolutions committee of t
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Melha Temple meeting for the formation of a Labor (Farmer-Labor)

Dorothy Douglas, Smith College, Northampton: Delegate to the
Melha Temple meeting. A sponsor and active in arrangements for
Prof. Harry Ward’s appearance for the American League Against
War and Fascism in the spring of 1937

Beatrice Falk: Has been secretary of the Springfield Chapter of
the American League Against War and Fascism

Morris Falk, 24 Allendale Street, Springfield; Active in the Amer-
ican League Against War and Fascism

Mary Fossa: Has been secretary of the Communist Party in Spring-
field. Active agitator in strike areas, and distributor of Communist
propaganda to students of the schools and colleges of western Massa-
chusetts.

Percy Freeman; On nominating committee of the United Labor
Party, and chairman of the Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish
Democrat;-

Bbrnib Galin: Member and active worker in the Young Com-
munist League

Rose Galin: Member and organizer in the Young Communist
League. A distributor of Communist propaganda.

Meyer Garber, 1383 Main Street, Springfield: Active in cir-
culating Communist literature. He and his brother Ossip conducted
a photographer’s shop. At the time of preparing this section Ossip
Garber was under arrest in New York City. He was suspected of
having provided photographs for persons traveling to Spain and
Russia on false passports

John Gardner: One-time chairman of the ways and means com-
mittee of the Springfield Unemployed League, from which League
he was expelled for Communist activities. He has been on the Spring
field Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

David Gelleh: On Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
rac

Louis J. Gordon: Reported to be a distributor of Communist

ing Green: Delegate to the Melha Temple Meeting. On
Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy

Joseph Richard Grey: Supposed to live in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island. For several years an active agitator in strike areas in western
Massachusetts. Has stated that he drew two salaries, one from a

union and one from the Communist Party. In the spring of 1937 he
was organizing for the C. I. 0,

Carl C, (Karl B.) Gustafson; One-time chairman of the Spring-
field Socialist-Labor Party. Active in May Day demonstrations.
Distributed Communist publications to W. P. A. workers. In 1935
arrested for illegal distribution of subversive handbills. In 1936

Party

books and publications.
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secretary of the Springfield Protective League. In 1937 a C. I. 0.
organizer.

Ralph Harlow : Professor, Smith College, Northampton. Sponsor
of meetings of the American League Against War and Fascism.

Mae Himolf; A national organizer of the Young Communist
League, who has overseen work of Y. C. L. in western Massachusetts.

Joseph Hoffman also known as Joseph Sawicki: Member of
Communist Party, and an agitator in and around Springfield.

Paul Hroback: Has been vice-president of the Springfield Citi-
zens’ Protective League, and a former organizer in Springfield for the
Communist Party.

Hyman Kaplan also known as Imey: He was an organizer and
strike agitator for the Communist-controlled (T. U. U. L.) National
Textile Workers. Later an organizer of the W. P. A. Project Workers
Union. Also has been active organizing unemployed in Connecticut.

Rose Lannon: Secretary of Committee for Aid to Spanish Democ-
racy. Organizer for International Ladies Garment Workers Union.
Attempted to secure backing of Parent-Teachers Association for the
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

Rena Larin, Westfield: Communist. Active in various Party
duties.

Oliver Larkin: Professor, Smith College. On western Massa-
chusetts Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. New England chair-
man of the American League Against War and Fascism.

Donna Lindsay: Acted as discussion leader of the Harry Ward
meeting of American League Against War and Fascism.

Ross Matassa: Born in Italy. Naturalized in 1929. A Commu-
nist. Chairman in 1935 of Springfield Citizens’ Protective League, and
in 1937reported to be working elsewhere as aC. 1.0. organizer. Active
in behalf of Communist candidates
His two sons are said to be in the
respectively.

for state office in last election.
United States navy and army,

Mrs. Frank Mauri; Alleged to
propaganda in Greenfield.

be distributor of Communist

Pauline Messing, 114 Central Street, Springfield: Has acted as
Communist Party literature agent for Springfield area.

Marvin Meunier : Has been on grievance committee of the Spring-
field Citizens’ Protective League.

Charles Moller: Expelled from Old Springfield Unemployed
League for his Communist activities.

Viola Meyers: On Springfield Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
racy.

Felix A. Oleaga: Treasurer of Springfield Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy.

Doyle F. Parsons: Executive secretary of the student associa-
tion at Springfield College. He has worked with and advised a com-
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mittee of the Young Communist League in arranging youth demon-
strations. Also offered to recruit delegations from the college to the
events.

Morris Pevsner; Has served on committee for May Day demon-
strations.

William Pineo: Organizer for Workers Alliance in Easthampton,
Fred William Prebor: Communist 'with long record of activities

in western Massachusetts.
Leslie A. Richards, South Hadley: Active as organizer and agi-

tator in strike areas. Functionary of the Communist Party.
Samuel Rivkin; On resolutions committee of the Melha Temple

meeting to form a Labor (Farmer-Labor) Party among Leftist groups.
Bess Selski: Active member of the Young Communist League in

Springfield.
Ben Shanberg: Active in behalf of Communist Party candidates

in 1936 election. Has worked in organizing for the International
Ladies Garment Workers, and, with headquarters in the Springfield of-
fice of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers Union, in 1937 was organiz-
ing retail clerks.

Raoul Sibu also known as A. Raoul Silber: Secretary of the
International Workers Order, Springfield. On the Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy.

Bertha Smojla, Ludlow: Active in strike areas and in labor agi-
tation. A Communist.

Edward Soverow: Young Communist League organizer in Spring-
field and leader in the strike and labor activities of that organization.
Disseminator of Communist literature.

Edward K. Spblman (Spellman) : Member of the Communist
Party. Chairman of Springfield branch of Friends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade.

Mrs. F. C. Sweenor; Has been secretary of the Springfield
Citizens’ Protective League.

William Tailon otherwise known as Taylor: Reputedly of
New Haven, Connecticut. A speaker at Communist meetings in and
around Springfield. He was one of a delegation sent to Russia in
1935-1936 for fifteen months, during which time he spent two weeks
each in the Soviet army and navy.

Tetreault, Riverview Street, Ludlow: Communist agitator who
has been active among labor in western Massachusetts.

Robert W. Thacker, Easthampton; Has been an agitator and
propagandist for the Communist Party.

Ronald Thompson, 79 Albemarle Street, Springfield: Has been
president of the Young Communist League. Three Thompsons signed
Communist Party nomination papers from this address.

Frederick F. Toomey; On resolutions committee of the Melha
Temple meeting. On committee for May Day demonstrations. On
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. Treasurer of the United
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Labor Party, Springfield. His brother, Frank A., active in behalf of
Communist Party candidates in last state election.

Mrs. Barney Unovitch: On committee of Springfield Citizens
Protective Association.

Jean Walker: Member of Springfield Young Communist League.
Also a member of the Springfield Youth Council for the purpose of
recruiting from that organization into the Y. C. L.

of economics, Amherst College.
American League Against War

al Executive Committee of the

Colston E. Warne: Professor
Former head of New England area

and Fascism. Now on the Natior
League.

in western Massachusetts. HePaul Wicks: Communist leader
also teaches in the workers’ school (Communist) in Springfield

I. B. Wofsy: Communist organizer working out of New York.
Has been active in Springfield area.

George Yurko also known as Yebko: Has been chairman of the
membership committee of the Springfield Citizens Protective League.
He was expelled from Old Springfield Unemployed League for Com-
munist activities.

Orestes Zades: Delegate from United Labor Party to Melha
Temple meeting. Active in behalf of Communist candidates in 1936
election.

The year 1937 has found the United Front moving
towards greater success. The Communist Party has
built its fringe organizations and its affiliated organi-
zations into thousands of members. It has recruited a
good working strength of ardent disciplined workers in
the Communist Party itself. It has stilled the fears of
wide sections of citizenry. Jibes and satire have made the
term “patriot” a popular epithet of contempt. The word
“Fascist” has lost all circumscribed definition, and is
used to label not only supporters of Hitler and Musso-
lini, but also any one who opposes application of the
Soviet form of tyranny in America or elsewhere. Strength
among, and concealed leadership in, certain basic in-
dustrial unions have placed the Communists nearer to
controlling positions among masses of unsuspecting
workers. Past experience of error and newer tactics
in propaganda, such as ostensibly toning down the
cardinal Marxist tenets of overthrow by force and vio-
lence, have improved their chances of taking part in a
“People’s Front.”
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Where formerly intellectuals, true liberals, members
of the Socialist Party and American working men were
alienated by fanatic rabble-rousing, the newer methods of
stimulating class warfare and the Communists’ hypo-
critical promises of social change by constitutional
methods woo both employed and unemployed who seek
correction of existing American ills.

The use of the designation foreign “Language Groups”
in this section of the report merely follows the method
by which the Communist Party itself designates these
supporting wings, which are outside the Party itself,
but are under its leadership and control. The Com-
munist Party of Massachusetts receives strong support
from, and has as satellites, several of such foreign lan-
guage Marxist groups, formidable in numbers, although
they represent minorities of their individual races.
These foreign language Marxist organizations are usually
designated as “Workers” organizations, such as the
Finnish Workers’ Clubs, the Estonian Workers’ Clubs,
the Association of Lithuanian Workers, etc. There are
also the Polska Partj a Komunistyzna (Polish Com-
munistic Party), the Robotnik Polski (Polish Labor),
and the Armenian group H. O. G.

Since the rise of the International Workers Order some
of these groups have amalgamated with that organiza-
tion, notably, the Communist wing of the Working-
men’s Circle, some of the Lettish, Polish and Ukrainian
groups, and the Russian Mutual Aid Society. The latter
is mentioned hereinafter as having made application for
a license to do business in this State, a request which
has always been refused.

Other foreign Language Groups also are supporting
the Communist Party. They include the following
Marxist groups: Finnish, Greek, Polish, Lithuanian,
Armenian, Scandinavian and Portuguese.

These “Workers’ Clubs” usually combine the study
of Marx and Lenin with other functions as social and

Foreign Language Groups.
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fraternal benefit or insurance societies. Most of them
are controlled nationally by individual federations for
each Language Group, which, in turn, are directed by a
super-federation. Each of the federations pays a mem-
bership tax to the Communist Party.

The Communist Party Central Committee of the
United States operates “Buros” (Bureaus) for the con-
trol of these foreign Language Organizations. Official
Communist newspapers are published in the individual
languages. Members of each Language Group are ex-
pected to subscribe to the newspaper or newspapers so
published by the Communist Party, U. S. A., in the
language of the country of their origin. (See list of news-
papers under “Publications and Book Shops” in this
report.)

In 1930, when the Communist Party was at its low
ebb, and before the vigorous growth and recruiting of
the International Workers Order, the June-July issue of
the national “Party Organizer” (for Communist Party
members) said;

. . . The fractions directed by 16 bureaus and numbering about
5,000 Party members control organizations having about 50,000
members. About 800 Party members work among 140,000 workers in
organizations in which we have influence. .

. .

We find that money has been paid into the Commu-
nist Party in Massachusetts in support of its activities
by the Language Groups. The Language Groups shown
in the Communist Party cashbook to have made recent
contributions to the Party include

1. Armenian. 7. Association of Lithuanian
Workers.2. Finnish Workers’ Clubs,

3. Freiheit. 8. Polish Buro.
9. Russian Bure4. Gesanes Verein.

Jewish Buro. 10. Scandinavian Workers’ Clubs
11. Ukrainian Buro.6. Lettish Buro.

The cashbook of the Communist Party also indicates
that in this Commonwealth these Language Groups are
directed by individual Buros.
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As we have set forth elsewhere, the Communist Party
is a restricted membership of active workers. The mass
membership of these language federations, with a few
exceptions, are not members of the Communist Party
itself. Rather, they supplement the forces of the Com-
munist Party.

Within each federation the Communist “fraction” con-
trols the policies and usually fills the offices.

A resolution of the District Convention of the Com-
munist Party of Massachusetts (held on March 25, 1934)
is as follows:

In the field of language work, definite improvements can be noted
in the Finnish field since the removal and subsequent expulsion of
Nurmi, and in the Jewish field where the Jewish mass organizations
have grown considerably. In both these fields the relationships with
the Party have improved markedly.

. . . All these language organizations can be built and carry out
their revolutionary tasks only if they involve themselves in the mass
struggles of the workers of their nationality as well as in the general
struggles, fighting the Social-Fascists, recruiting for the Communist
Party, organizing functioning fractions, spreading their language press
and the Daily Worker and supporting the revolutionary unions and
the Party. Efforts must be made to secure and organize a base and
a substantial Party membership among the two most important na-
tionalities in the District Irish and Italian.

The “Yankee Organizer,” Volume 1, No. 3 (published
by Boston Headquarters of the Communist Party in
District One), page 7, gives further evidence of the Com-
munist Party’s work in this field:

... In our district our Lithuanian comrades recently held a good
conference in which the C. I. 0., Spain, Party building education, etc.,
was stressed. These comrades also arranged a course on the Prin-
ciples of Communism ■which was attended by both young and old.
At the recent meeting of our Armenian comrades the question of
Party building was not given the emphasis which its importance
demands. The Jewish comrades arranged a discussion on the last
Party conference with Comrade Sultan of the Jewish Bureau as leader.
Our Lettish, Russian, and Finnish comrades have done good work on
Spain but very little on raising the problems of the Party.

Accordingly, our language comrades must read with the greatest
care the report of Comrade Browder at the last party conference, and
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discuss its concrete application. Such study of the report will broaden
the scope of our work, and assist in building a strong Communist
Party.

From the “Labor News Bulletin,” issued by Commu-
nist Party of Massachusetts (April, 1937);

A United May Day will be held in Norwood, Massachusetts for the
first time. A Conference was held at Finnish Hall, Sunday, March
21st. 14 delegates were present from the Lithuanian and Finnish So-
cialist Federation, Finnish Federation, Lithuanian A. L. D. L., No. 9,
Finnish Women’s Club and the Communist Party. It was decided to
celebrate May Ist at the Lithuanian Hall, Saturday night at 7:30
p.m. Speakers representing Labor, the Socialist and Communist
Parties will be invited to speak.

All leather workers of Norwood are invited to attend this meetin
A good program is being arranged.

These foreign Language Organizations exist in practi-
cally every industrial community in the Commonwealth.
In many instances parallel organizations for women of
the foreign Language Groups exist, such as the Finnish
Women’s Clubs, the Estonian Women’s Club, and the
Lithuanian, down the list. These, too, are active in
promoting Communist objectives.

Typical of the meeting places of these “workers” or-
ganizations are three places in Chelsea, as follows:

88 Hawthorne Street: This place is devoted to Com-
munist activity. It displays Charter No. 30 of the Rus-
sian National Mutual Aid Society, never granted a
license to operate in this State. Language classes, as
well as classes in Marxism and Leninism, are conducted
here. This property is assessed to the Russian Educa-
tional Society, and, while not tax exempt, is often granted
substantial abatement of taxes.

405 Broadway: Toumayian Club, of which Nigol Var-
gramian, 65 Murray Street, Chelsea, is the president.
Here, also, is a Communist headquarters, including a
class for children. In a room adjoining the quarters of
this Club is the meeting place of the A. Y. A. (Armenian
Youth of America).
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453 Broadway, Labor Lyceum: At this address is an
extensive Marxian Library. Some of the Directors of
the Lyceum actively supported Communist candidates
in the last state election. The President of the Labor
Lyceum is Joseph B. Greenfield, who was a candidate
for municipal office in Chelsea in 1937. He denied Com-
munist activity at the Labor Lyceum, and referred to
88 Hawthorne Street as Communist headquarters. When
Frankfeld, Secretary of the Communist Party in Massa-
chusetts, testified before the Commission, he stated the
Communist headquarters in Chelsea was at the Labor
Lyceum, and that he knew nothing of 88 Hawthorne
Street. The Commission finds that at each of these
places are active Communist groups and schools. For
some time the New England Labor College was con-
ducted at the Labor Lyceum without authorization to
use the designation “College” and in violation of the
laws of the Commonwealth. This “College” is not pres-
ently operating, and report was made to this Commis-
sion as of September, 1937, that the school would not
be opened this year unless a new effort were made to
revive it.

Collaboration exists between the various Language
Groups and the Communist Party. In many instances
they use the same premises for their meetings and for
rallying points. Large outdoor gatherings of these groups
were held throughout the Commonwealth during the past
summer, including those at Peabody, Danvers, Tewks-
bury, Walpole, Franklin, Northampton, Worcester,
Bridgewater and Maynard. Thus we find in the follow-
ing typical announcement for a picnic, under the auspices
of the “joint progressive labor and fraternal
committee,” that the central meeting places for the
busses by which persons were to be transported to the
picnic include those places which accommodate meetings
of the Communist Party and the Young Communist
League. The announcement was printed by Century
Press, also the printer for the Communist Party of Massa-
chusetts. We quote a portion of the announcement:
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Annual August Picnic 193'

Sunday, August 15th Finnish Athletic Park
From 10 a.m. 33 Fisher Street, Walpole
Program Busses leave

Joint Choruses 42 Wenonah Street, Roxbury
Dancing 101 Erie Street, Dorchester
Track Meet 74 Wildwood Street, Dorchester
High Jump 36 Warwick Street, Roxbury
Other Games 93 Stamford Street, Boston
Well-known speaker 88 Hawthorne Street, Chelsea
Refreshments At 10 a.m. sharp.

Many similar notices were circulated during the past
summer, including those announcing International Work-
ers Order Picnics.

The Finnish Federation, besides publications in its
own language, has printed the “Communist Pioneer
Song Book” inEnglish for the use of children. In various
cities and towns in Massachusetts there are large and
active groups of members in this Marxist foreign Language
Group.

A striking example of coercion exercised by the Marxist
element of our Estonian minority is next reported. This
is formed into the Estonian Workers’ Clubs. The com-
mittee in charge of the Boston branch is composed of
John Rebane, 26 Concord Square, Boston; Alf Rosen-
baum, 63 Dana Avenue, Hyde Park; and Paul Luks,
whose mail address is Box 115, North Postal Annex, and
who is said to live in Cochituate. One Ella Luks (wife
of aforesaid Paul) is head of the Estonian Women’s Club.
The official newspaper read by the members of the Es-
tonian Workers’ Clubs of Massachusetts is “Uus Ilm,”
published by Communists, and included in the list of
Communist newspapers submitted by Earl Browder,
chief of the Communist Party, U. S. A. These Estonian
Workers’ Clubs are federated in a national organization.
Prior to their last National Convention held in May, 1937,
they used the hammer and sickle as their official emblem.
At that convention they voted to cease using that emblem.
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New by-laws published in “Uus Ilm” during May, 1937,
members of the Estonian Workers’ Clubs require that
they become affiliated with the following Communist-
inspired organizations: (1) American League for Peace
and Democracy (formerly the American League Against
War and Fascism; see section of this report bearing that
title); (2) International Labor Defense (see section of
report bearing that title); (3) National Council for
Protection of Foreign Born Workers; (4) International
Workers Order (see section so entitled).

Said by-laws require that members must be instructed
in Marxism and Leninism; that clubs shall have reading
rooms and libraries of material published by the Workers’
Library Publishers (Communist); that besides“Uus Ilm,”
each club shall also have copies of two other newspapers
“Edasi” (forward) and “Kommunismi Teel” (on the
road to Communism), each of which is published in
Soviet Russia.

There also exists the Boston Estonian Society, Inc.,
which is in no sense Communistic or Marxist. This
society, a non-political cultural society, promotes the
arts of Estonians, including song festivals and the Es-
tonian language. It holds most of its meetings at Norfolk
House, Eliot Square, Roxbury. This society is affiliated
with a national organization which publishes a magazine
“Meie Tee.” This national organization is also an anti
Communist organization.

Ella Luks, previously mentioned as head of the Com-
munist-supporting Estonian Women’s Club, is employed
by Ticknor Brothers, Inc., 160 North Washington Street,
Boston, as a forewoman in the retouching department.
She also is the Boston correspondent of the aforementioned
Communist newspaper “Uus Ilm.” At her place of
employment she has charge of a large group of girls and
has proselyted among those of Estonian descent for
revolutionary recruits. In the spring of 1937 one of
these girls was forced from her employment under Ella
Luks.

Complaint was made in behalf of Mildred Maggi to the
Boston Estonian Society. Whereupon on May 1, 1937,
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Ludwig Juht, President of the Boston Estonian Society,
addressed the following letter to the President of Ticknor
Brothers, Inc.:

on Estonian Society
It. Stephen Street

I ai

May 1, 1937.

President of Ticknor Bros., Inc., 160 North Washington Street, Boston,
Massachusetts.

Dear Sir: The Boston Estonian Society, a non-political organiza-
tion, would like to call your attention to the discharging of Miss
Mildred Maggi, who was employed in your retouching department
under the supendsion of Mrs. Ella Luks, because we think that you do
not know all the facts pertaining to the case. There is some evidence
in our possession that the girl lost her job, because she and her rela-
tives did not submit to the communist propaganda advocated by Mrs.
Luks.

The girl was reprimanded for partaking of “capitalist” activities,
when another girl squealed on her that she had attended a Moose
picnic meaning the picnic arranged by Lodge 413 of Quincy, the
Loyal Order of Moose. When the Boston Estonian Society had a
picnic last summer Mrs. Luks was present. She had told Mrs. Tammik,
an aunt of Miss Maggi, that it had been a good thing that Miss Maggi
was not there, otherwise she would have been fired the next morning.
A little later Miss Maggi was reprimanded for not attending one of
the Communist parties.

Mrs. Tammik, MildredMaggi’s aunt, got in disagreement with Mrs.
Luks because the former dropped out of a women’s club organized
by Mrs. Luks. When Mrs. Tammik had found out that the club was
affiliated with the Communist movement she immediately resigned.
About a week before Miss Maggi’s discharge Paul Luks, husband of
Ella Luks, had advised Mrs. Tammik to reconsider her resignation
if she did not want Miss Maggi to lose her job. But the advice was
not accepted and consequently Mildred Maggi was fired without notice.

For additional evidence as to Mrs. Luks’ characteristic activities I
am enclosing a leaflet with a translation. The leaflet was recently
distributed among the Estonian people in Boston. I have every
reason to think that it was written by Airs. Luks and multiplied in the
office of her employment.

Hoping that our information is of some service to you, and if you
think that we have been misinformed, or misled, we would appreciate
your correction.

y truly

Ludwig Juht, President
Boston Estonian Societ



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June162

Arthur R. Ticknor, president of the above-mentioned
Ticknor Brothers, Inc., testified that he did not reply to
Mr. Juht and that he let Mrs. Luks take the letter.
Within a short time a photostatic reprint of Mr. Juht’s
letter appeared within a leaflet presented to the Commis-
sion printed in Estonian and circulated among Estonian-
speaking people, over the purported signature of an
“American Estonian Committee Against War and Fas-
cism.” This leaflet characterized the governing board of
the Boston Estonian Society as “Fascists” working with
White Russians for the assassination of Soviet leaders
and for other Fascist objectives. A translation of excerpts
from this leaflet is as follows:

For their complaints they use various masks as it is seen at the hand
of the case in Boston, where comrade Ella Luks the most active fellow-
worker of the Boston Estonian Workers’ Club attempting to discharge her
with this maneuver in blaming her that she had fired some Miss who was a

favorite of the Estonian Society.
. . . This malevolent and ragged complaint of the governing Board

of the Boston Estonian Society was so simple and dark that the em-
ployer didn’t find it necessary to answer it, nor did he discharge Ella
Luks, expressing astonishment to hear what cheap “countrymen” she
has.

The governing Board of the Boston Society is using Mildred Maggi
as a “sweet fairy tale” only and for pretext in utilizing this discharge
on account of disorderly and not knowing her work, as a trump with
which to slay E. Luks. . . .

Then follow severe attacks on the anti-Communist
government of Estonia, and the leaflet closes with a
quotation from George Dimitrov, an official of the Com-
munist International at Moscow.

Following the circulation of this leaflet Mr. Juht’s
letter was reproduced in the Communist “Uus Ilm” on
August 17, 1937, with editorial comment in practically
the same wording as in the leaflet. Thereupon the
President of the Boston Estonian Society who had suc-
ceeded Mr. Juht wrote to the president of Ticknor
Brothers, Inc., by registered mail, setting forth the above
facts and concluding:
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We wonder whether or not it is known to you that this photostatic
reprint of our letter of May 1 has been used by the Communist press
for propaganda purposes. We are therefore asking for an explanation
of the occurrence of such phenomenon. Your reply will be appreciated
by the Boston Estonian Society.

Arthur R. Ticknor did not reply to this letter
When on two separate days a deputy sheriff sought to

serve Mrs. Luks with a summons from this Commission,
an employee in Ticknor’s office stated Mrs. Luks was not
at work on those days. The Commission later learned
through Ticknor that Mrs. Luks was present and at work
at the same time that the deputy sheriff sought to serve
a summons upon her.

After Juht’s letter first appeared in the Communist
newspaper “Uus Ilm,” on each ensuing week there were
printed condemnatory resolutions and letters written by
branches of the Estonian Workers’ Order, and members
thereof, from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast.
Since this episode the followers and supporters of the
Estonian-Marxist group have attempted to injure Juht’s
employment as contra-bassist in the Boston Symphony
Orchestra and in private engagements, and a similar
campaign has been instituted against the Rev. Oscar M.
Poeld, formerly a clergyman in Russia, a graduate student
at Boston University, and current head of the Boston
Estonian Society.

This detail of what may seem to be a comparatively
minor incident is placed in the report to show some of the
problems faced by members of foreign-speaking groups,
who are bewildered and troubled by the aggressive attacks
and coercion of the Militant Communist minorities within
their racial groups.

In this instance the Estonians who belong to and sup-
port the Boston Estonian Society have withstood the
attacks of the Estonian Communists. There are other
incidents which were brought to the Commission’s
attention of various forms of pressure brought upon
Estonian residents of the Commonwealth to join with the
work of the Marxist groups.
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The Commission is satisfied that the foregoing is
typical of tactics of intimidation practiced among other
foreign-speaking groups.

The Young Communist League, U. S. A., parallels in
structure the Communist Party, U. S. A.

There is a Young Communist International heading all
of the Young Communist Leagues of the world, with
headquarters at Moscow. This organization is sub-
ordinate to the Communist International. In the United
States and in Massachusetts, although the Young Com-
munist League maintains an organizational entity, it is
under the supervision of the Communist Party. How-
ever, a member of the Young Communist League is not
thereby a member of the Communist Party, the senior
organization.

Various witnesses who appeared before the Commission
denied that they were members of the Communist Party,
but admitted that they were members of the Young
Communist League. They also denied organic entity of
the Y. C. L. and the Communist Party. The witness
Ordway Southard, an official and “front” for the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts, admitted that the Young
Communist League contributes to the support of the
Communist Party and maintains its Massachusetts
headquarters in the same quarters as occupied by the
latter organization, at 15 Essex Street, Boston. The
same connection is true in Springfield and other com-
munities of the Commonwealth.

The Y. C. L. had included youths of both sexes from
the age of 16 to 23. For younger children the Com-
munists have created and maintained the organization
called “Young Pioneers.” Part of the duties of members
of the Young Communist League was to guide these
Young Pioneer organizations. Much of the work which
went into the organizing and training of smaller children
in the Young Pioneers has now been taken over by other

Young Communist League.
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organizations allied to the Communist Party. The
Finnish Federation printed the Young Pioneers song book.

Various other language groups and Communist fra-
ternal benefit organizations are pursuing' the work of
training the younger children in Marx’s doctrine of class
struggle. The International Workers Order sets up
organizations of “Juniors” which follow the policy and
use the publications for the Young Pioneers. We will
report more as to this work under the section pertaining
to the “International Workers Order.”

According to the Year Book of the Young Communist
League of New England for 1937, the first branch of the
Y. C. L. in the United States was organized in April of
1922 in the Roxbury district of Boston, under the name
of the Young Workers League. The name followed
changes in the name of the Communist Party as it grad-
ually emerged from illegal, underground activity, so that
at one period it was changed to Young Workers (Com-
munist) League, and finally to its present name.

From the aforesaid Year Book (page 12)

For the first years of its existence, the activities of the League were
mainly educational. The League organized classes in order to acquaint
its membership with such objects as Fundamentals of Communism,
Trade Union Tactics, and Marxism-Leninism, which were the main
features of the educational activity.

The Y. C. L. threw itself into labor affairs during the
textile strikes of 1927-28, when groups of their members
went to New Bedford, Fall River, Lowell and Rhode
Island. As a result of these activities, branches of the
League were set up in most of the textile centers. The
League’s next great opportunity came in 1930, when it
participated in strikes in Lawrence, Maynard, Hudson
and “in almost every textile center in Massachusetts and
Rhode Island.” It also turned its attention to the shoe
workers of Boston, Lynn and Brockton.

Much of the actual work, in the hunger marches to
and demonstrations at the State House, in Boston, and
to Washington in the early days of the depression, was
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done by Young Communist Leaguers under the super-
vision of the Communist Party leaders.

Both the Y. C. L. and the Young Pioneer groups of
the organizations allied to the Communist Party seek to
destroy the Girl and Boy Scout movement as bourgeois,
militaristic organizations.

Lenin stressed the importance of training youth. He
said:

Bolshevism is not a young ladies’ boarding school. Children should
be present at executions and should rejoice in the death of the enemies
of the proletariat.

The function of the Young Communist League is to
radicalize young men and women in various mass group-
ings, such as the military training units in schools and
colleges, the National Guard, semi-religious and religious
organizations, and the like, as set forth in one of the
resolutions adopted at the Eighth Convention of the
Communist Party, U. S. A., in 1934 (Workers Library
Publishers):

(Page 90)
. . . Without winning the youth to fight against fascism,

it is impossible to defeat the growing fascization of the young genera-
tion (C. C. C. camps, R. 0. T. C., N. G„ Y. M. C. A., etc.). Without
winning the youth, it is impossible when war starts ... to turn it
,nto ami war.

When Browder went to Moscow to attend the Seventh
World Congress, the “Daily Worker” for July 29, 1935,
covered part of his report as follows:

(Page 2) Turning to the vital question of winning the American
youth Browder . .

. described the successes of the Party and the
Young Communist League in transforming a youth movement [Ameri-
can Youth Congress] initiated by fascists into anti-fascist fighting
organizations and showed the successful activity of the Young Com-
munist League among the memberships of religious and Y. M. C. A.
groups.

At first the Young Communist League, like the Com-
munist Party, existed as a sectarian organization, a band
of revolutionaries working by itself for eventual over-
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throw of the government. But as the above quotation
indicates, the Young Communist League has followed
the tactic of its parent Communist Party in adopting
“United Front” strategy for the penetration of other
youth groups.

Said the “Yankee Organizer” (issued by the Commu-
nist functionaries), Volume 1, No. 1:

(Page 4) The main question discussed at the convention was:
How to change the character of the Y. C. L. so that it could really
become a mass organization of American Youth. Up until now the
League has functioned as a Young Communist Party. If the Y. C. L.
is to ever attract and win over the millions of Non-Communist youth,
then its basic character must be that of an educational institution,
carrying on those activities participated in by the young people them-
selves. In the process of carrying on these activities it is the task of
the Y. C. L. to teach these young people the principles of Socialism,
and in this way win them over to the position of the CommunistParty.

As a first step we propose a thorough discussion of the Y. C. L. in
all the Party Branches. Every Party branch shall arrange for a dis-
cussion on the Y. C. L. Convention and invite one of the delegates
from the Y. C. L. Branch in their neighborhood.

At the Seventh Congress of Communist International,
Moscow, 1935, a resolution was passed to this end (Work-
ers Library Publishers):

(Page 19) 5. Pointing out . . . importance of mass work among
the youth . . . The Seventh World Congress of the Communist
International instructs the Executive Committee of the Young Com-
munist International to take effective measures ... to make it the
duty of the Young Communist League members to join all mass
organizations formed by bourgeois-democratic, reformist and fascist
parties, as well as by religious associations; towage a systematic struggle
in these organizations to gain influence over the broad masses of the
youth, mobilizing it for the struggle against militarization and forced
labor camps, and for the improvement of its material conditions, for
the rights of the young generation of toilers, whilestriving to establish
for these purposes a broad united front of all non-fascist youth mass
organizations.

So we find that Brow'der in his instruction to the
League, printed in “Build the United People’s Front”
(Workers Library Publishers, 1936):
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„

(Page 11)
... It is clear that the most important task of the

Young Communist League is to help create a genuine non-party mass
youth organization embracing the Communist youth, Socialist, Negro,
pacifist, religious organizations, etc., in which all members would be
educated in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism.

Like that of the senior Party, a prize field of endeavor
to the Young Communist League is labor, and the Y. C. L.
supplements and adds its forces to those of the Communist
Party in organizing and radicalizing labor. All of the
Communist activities amongst union labor which have
been set forth within these pages have also been part of
the work undertaken by the Young Communist League,
and it is impossible, so close is the interlocking, to dis-
tinguish the efforts of one group from the other.

Said William Z. Foster, in “Toward Soviet America”
(International Publishers, 1932):

(Page 251) In the various strikes the Y. C. L. always raises special
youth demands. In schools and colleges it organizes the students and
develops their struggles for better conditions. It also organized the
youth in their own Y. C. L. nuclei and it works for the organization
of special youth sections of local trade unions to deal with particular
youth problems and to develop the necessary special youth activities
involved in the organization of the youth.

Gil Green (otherwise known as Gilbert Greenberg),
national head of the Y. C. L., wrote in “Young Com-
munists and the Unity of Youth” (published by Youth
Publishers, October, 1935):

(Page 10) In the United States the working youth have played a
most active part in the strike waves and in the unemployed struggle
of the past three years, and are also becoming more and more active
within the trade unions. It is this industrial youth which must give
backbone and firmness to our united front and by their activity guar-
antee the proletarian hegemony over this movement. This important
question we have understood in the past months, with the result that
at the Second American Youth Congress 150 trade unions participated

,nd six important Central Trades and Labor Councils

As herein previously pointed out, the strenuous ef-
forts of the Communist Party to organize and secure key
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positions in labor unions affiliated to the Committee for
Industrial Organization are shared by the Young Com-
munist League. The further objective of the Commu-
nists that they shall lead labor into a People’s Front gov-
ernment is also shared by the Young Communist League
and the Communist myriad satellite organizations.

From “We take Our Stand” (published by the Young
Communist League, May, 1937):

(Pages 8-9) . . . The elements of a People’s Front exist in the
great drive of labor for the organization of the unorganized, in the
emergence of Farmer-Labor and progressive political groups, in grow-
ing progressive movements throughout the nation. ... We pledge
our unyielding efforts, to rally young Americans on the basis of their
own needs and desires, to support the movement toward a Farmer-
Labor Partv.

The Young Communist League has sought to radicalize
our youth in the Civilian Conservation Corps camps.
Some results of this activity have been evidenced within
Massachusetts. At a later point in this section of the
report, where an issue of “Champion of Youth,” a pub-
lication of the Y. C. L. is reviewed, it will be noted that
Communist agitation and proselyting amongst C. C. C.
boys is a nation-wide activity.

From the “Manifesto and Principal Resolutions,”
adopted by the Eighth Convention of the Communist
Party, U. S. A. (1934) (Workers Library Publishers):

Page 93) . . . Althoughwork has been conducted in the C. C. (

Camps during the past year, . . . the hundreds of strikes and action;
that took place are only indicative of the mass upsurge among those
youth and the possibilities of developing a mass movement in thesi
camps. In the work in these camps it is necessary: (a) tc
the broadest united-front struggles around the specific grievance
the boys; (6) to connect these up with the whole nature of the camps,
demanding the immediate ousting of army officers, the right of the
boys to run the camps by their own elected committ ainst all
military drill, for transferring existing work to non-military projects
in the neighboring localities of the boys at trade-union rate of wages,

etc.; (c) to establish Y. C. L. nuclei and Y. C. L. papers in ti
camps
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From the “Resolutions of the Ninth Convention,”
June 24 to 28, 1936 (Workers Library Publishers):

(Page 52) ... The fight against the militarization of the youth
in the schools and the C. C. C. must be widened and intensified.

By drawing youth into organizations with attractive
names, such as the American Youth Congress and the
American League for Peace and Democracy (formerly
the American League Against War and Fascism), the
Y. C. L. exerts its efforts to obey the following order given
at the aforesaid Eighth Convention of the Communist
Party, U. S. A.:

(Page 94) The Party, together with the League must start mass
work in the youth organizations controlled by the bourgeoisie, es-
pecially in the Settlement House and industrial “Y’s.” Party and
League members should work in these organizations to win youth for
the program of class struggle, and to set up in these organizations
Y. C. L. nuclei. The Communists in these organizations must con-
duct a struggle for the program of class struggle, and to set up in
those organizations Y. C. L. nuclei. The Communists in those organi-
zations must conduct a struggle for the right of the young workers
to elect their own leadership, formulate their own program, etc.
The Party considers the work in these organizations as one of the
central tasks of the Party and Y. C. L. in fighting the influence of na-
tionalism, chauvinism, and patriotism among the young workers.

Following the foregoing and similar instructions, the
American Youth Congress was the petitioner in House
Bill No. 866, introduced in the current session of the
General Court of the Commonwealth, seeking the “es-
tablishment of a youth commission to investigate prob-
lems affecting the youth of the Commonwealth.” That
bill has been given leave to withdraw.

It was sponsored not alone by the American Youth
Congress, and officials and members of the Young Com-
munist League and of the American Student Union, but
also by officials and members of the Y. W. C. A., Set-
tlement Houses, a Girls’ Club, a Parent Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, Mystic Valley Circuit of the Epworth League,
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C. I. 0. Unions, and clergymen, who doubtlessly were
wholly unaware of the true aims and purposes behind the
movement.

Since many of the satellite organizations of the Com-
munist Party are built around the purposes of “peace,”
that, too, is part of the Y. C. L. strategy to win youth.

From “We Take Our Stand” (supra):

(Page 13) We will enlist the support of the youth of the nation
to insist that the American government adopt an effective peace
policy in cooperation with the peace efforts of the Soviet Union. We
are unalterably opposed to the reactionaries of this nation who would
draw us into another war in alliance with the fascist powers. . . .

It is to be noted that in Communist terminology, the
word “Fascist,” noun or adjective, is not restricted to
the totalitarian adherents of Italy, Germany or Spain,
but is an all-inclusive term applied even to liberal and
progressive persons and groups, and, as hereinbefore set
forth, designates any one opposed to Marxian doctrine
and Soviet dictatorship. It can be seen that Commu-
nist preaching of “peace ” does not apply when it comes to
defence of the Soviet Union or to the annihilation of
representative government in the United States.

In April of each year the Young Communist League
and affiliated organizations conduct a Student Peace
Strike. In 1937 this took place on April 22. In Boston
the organizations participating included:

American Student Union.
American Youth Congres:
Avukah Society.

Community Church Youth Gri
Fellowship of Reconciliation.
League of Nations Association, Youth Sectic
Massachusetts Progressive Committee, Student Divisior
National Student Federation of America.
Student Christian Movement

In “The Harvard Communist” (issued by the Harvard
Branch of the Young Communist League), April, 1936:
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Str
(Page 5) In view of the present war danger, it is necessary for

students everywhere to show the war mongers that they will take
no part in another imperialist slaughter. The most effective and
dramatic means of demonstrating this is a nation wide student anti-
war strike. The strike, besides being a dramatization of the student
desire for peace, will have a practical nature in that the strike call
will contain specific demands of the students. Students participating
in the strike will demand transfer of war funds to education, demand
the passage of the American Youth Act, passage of the Nye-Kvale
Bill, which makes the R. 0. T. C. optional, press for genuine anti-
war legislation, and on campuses where students wish it, the Oxford
Pledge will be taken, and the demand for the abolition of the R. 0, T, C.
raised.

Another “day” organized and promoted by the Com-
munists, and on which demonstrations take place in va-
rious Massachusetts communities, is International Youth
Day, which occurs in early September:

From “Sunday Worker,” September 12, 1937 (pub-
lished by the Communist “Daily Worker”):

(Page 5) A world full of war-conscious young people observed
International Youth Day this week. In the towns and cities of
America, Spain, the Soviet Union and other democratic countries,
discussions, parades and demonstrations showed the determination of
the youth to spoil the war plans of the fascists.

International Youth Day this year means more than ever before.
New groups of progressive and anti-fascist youth have appeared and
become active during the recent months. New examples of militancy
are displayed by young people everywhere.

Our slogans this year on International Youth Day are
1. Drive the fascist aggressors from Spain

Stop shipments of ammunition to Japan.
Defend the Soviet Union
Defend the Chinese people

Small in number at first, International Youth Day demonstrations
began to take on life and meaning when the Young Communist Inter-
national was formed in 1920. From then on, a real anti-war program
was adopted and the feeble requests to belligerent nations to “dis-

arm” were replaced by militant demonstrations of youth protest
against war. Lenin’s slogan, “Turn Imperialist War Into Civil Wax,
was adopted and popularized.
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. . . Prominent in the slogans carried in the many centers of the
Soviet where the day was commemorated were slogans expressing
solidarity with the Chinese people and the people of Spain.

Attention is called to the “real anti-war program”
described in the above quotation. This Commission
would support any sound program seeking peace. But
an examination of official Communist doctrine demon-
strates that the Communist Party’s whole “peace”
campaign is based upon two essential points of strategy
in Marxism-Leninism:

1. Defence of the Soviet Union, by creating antip-
athy towards any powers which might threaten the
security of that country.

2. The doctrine that lasting peace will exist only
after Soviet dictatorships have been established
throughout the world.

It is clear from Communist teachings that in “capi-
talistic” countries the Communist variety of “peace”
can be accomplished only through means of a Civil War,
to which end all these activities in this State and Nation
are now directed.

During the past two years, and as a part of the strategy
decided upon by the Comintern, Moscow, the Young
Communist League has promoted organized sports’
leagues in Massachusetts. Much of this work has been
done in conjunction with the International Workers’
Order. Sports’ leagues in Massachusetts have not yet
been organized to the same extent as in some other States,
but, by reason of the entree afforded young Communists
through many of the officials in the C. I. O. unions,
Communist sports’ leagues proved an added vantage
point for sharpening the class struggle.

The Chelsea Y. C. L. basketball team has practiced
at the Community Center in Everett. The Y. C. L. bowl-
ing league has ten teams. This matter of using sports
for strengthening Communist influence will be further
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discussed in the section of this report dealing with the
“International Workers Order.”

According to testimony submitted by David Grad,
alias Dave Grant, official head of the Y. C. L. in Massa-
chusetts, there were in October, 1937, 27 branches of the
Young Communist League in Massachusetts, distributed
as follows:

Boston University. Radcliffe College.
Cambridge. Roxbury.
Chelsea. Roxbury Crossing.
Dorchester. South End, Boston,
Framingham. South Boston.
Harvard University. Shop.
Haverhill. Simmons College.
Malden. Smith College.
Massachusetts Institute of Springfield.

Technology. Trade Union.
Northeastern University. Tufts College.
Peabody. Wellesley College.
Provincetown. West End, Boston.
Quincy. Worcester.

Total membership was given as 319, of which 106 were
students. The Commission does not accept these figures
as reliable. Demand was made upon Grad for the
membership lists for the purpose of checking statistics
given by him and those in the possession of the Com-
mission from other sources. He refused. He later
testified that he had turned over all names and addresses
of members to a representative of his national office, to
prevent the lists from reaching the Commission. Grad
said;

Because I believe that, as the result of the beginnings of this in-
vestigation, that it would be much safer not to have that list in
Massachusetts; safer for the members of our organization.

As part of an intensive Y. C. L. recruiting drive, the
following is quoted from “The Daily Worker” of Novem-
ber 25, 1937:

. .
. The Young people of the Soviet Union will figure in this

American drive for Y. C. L. recruits for their happy life and im-
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mense opportunities, made possible by Socialism, will be used to
show the American young people they should work for a Soviet
America. . .

.

In “The Young Communist Review” for March, 1938,
Grad has written “that during the Summer and Fall,
the Y. C. L. tripled its recruiting over previous months.”
It must be borne in mind that members of the Y. C. L.
constitute young people who are devoting all of their
time and energy, under strict Party discipline, to the
carrying out of the Communist program among youth in
mass organizations, in the schools and in the trade unions.

The importance which the Communist Party attaches
to strengthening the Young Communist League appears
from an excerpt in the “Yankee Organizer” (issued for
functionaries by the Communist Party of New England,
September, 1937):

(Page 9)
. . . What little things can your Party branch do to assist

the building of the youth movement? Perhaps some Party members
have sons and daughters who should be in the Y. C. L. Perhaps you
know some young people whose names should be turned over to the
Y. C. L. so that they can be visited. Or the names of youth organiza-
tions that would be interested in cooperating with progressive move-
ments like the American Youth Congress. Certainly every branch
can do something that would be of some help in bringing young people
closer to the revolutionary and progressive movement.

Recently some Party branches, like Pawtucket, South End and
Dorchester have begun to pay some attention to the Y. C. L.

... In this drive, with just a little more assistance, from the
Branches and Units, we are confident that we can build a Y. C. L. in
New England which will be a pride to the entire Party.

The drive to gain numerical strength is proceeding in
every portion of the Commonwealth. In the Boston
region, “Young Communist League of New England
Year Book,” 1937:

(Page 8) After Dave Grant had completed his report on the coming
convention of the New England Y. C. L., challenges started flying
fast and furious at the last membership meeting held Friday, October 1
1937.

Dorchester started with a challenge to its next door neighbor, Rox-
bury, to recruit more Y. C. L.’ers during the period of the Drive.
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Cambridge came next with a challenge to its neighbor across the
Charles River, the West End, that they would recruit two members to
every one member; the West End immediately responded with not
only an acceptance of the challenge, but also a retort that their plan
for the month of October would exceed and surpass the Cambridge
plan. The Roxbury Crossing branch struck the highlight of the meet-
ing when they challenged any other branch to do more recruiting than
they, .

. .

A new tactic of cloaking Communism with American
patriotism is expressed in the slogan, “Communism is
Twentieth Century Americanism,” used by both the
Communist Party and the Y. C. L. Some of the branches
of the Young Communist League have taken the names
of well-known colonial patriots and other outstanding
Americans, for instance:

Thomas Paine Branch, Chelsea.
Samuel Adams Branch, Roxbury
Ralph Waldo Emerson Branch, Cambridge
Wendell Phillips Branch, Malden.

The Dorchester Branch is named for Jean Lenthier,
killed while fighting with the Leftists in Spain.

According to Communist publications the largest single
branch on a college campus in Massachusetts is at Harvard
University.

From “Year Book,” 1937 (supra)

(Page 9) The Harvard Branch publishes the “Harvard Commu-
nist,” a political and cultural magazine with a circulation of 800 . . .

largest student Y. C. L. branch in New England. . . . Many members
actively helped in the campaign to send an ambulance to Spain. . ..

This magazine circulated outside Harvard University.
Concerning other school branches:
The Y. C. L.’ers in the schools and colleges of New England are

proud of the large representation we have on the battlefield of Spain.
Those of us remaining in the campus will continue to build the Ameri-
can Student organizations for a united student front against Fascism.
We shall do our best to attain high scholastic standards, at the same
time becoming acquainted with the works of Marx and Engels which
will help us further the cause of progress against reaction.
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The girls in the Radcliffe Branch are getting prettier and prettier
. . but what good does it do the Harvard Branch when they prefer

to live alone and like it?

The Boston University Branch. . . . They have what Harvard
wants so badly —• a co-ed Y. C. L.

In line with President Roosevelt’s request for social-minded en-
gineers, the Y. C. L. branch at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology are doing their bit, and a little more. Imagine Dupont’s
chagrin!

Simmons and Wellesley Y. C. L. are offering Radcliffe some stiff
competition in beauty and good marks. Watch out Radcliffe!

Smith is coming into the picture, too although living far-away
in the hills, they can boast of as wide-awake campus as any right in
Boston.

In the granite hills of New Hampshire, skiing, cider drinking, green
jackets and winter carnivals have their places, but so has the study of
Marxism. If you don’t believe it, ask the Dartmouth Branch of the
Y. C. L. What a game score of twenty to two, in favor of Dart-
mouth. Harvard may have a larger Y. C. L. but those rugged Dart-
mouth boys can’t be beat.

Besides David Grad there is one so-called Dick Kelle-
her who is City Organizer of Boston, and a member of
the District Committee of the Young Communist League.

There are two branches of the Y. C. L. in Springfield.
Ronald Thompson, 79 Albemarle Street, Springfield, is
the present official head of the Y. C. L. in that city. A
typical meeting, open to the public, was held at Sharon
and Dwight streets, Springfield, on Tuesday evening, Oc-
tober 24, 1937. After the meeting copies of the “Daily
Worker” were distributed. There wr ere upwards of
100 persons present.

Some of the activities of other branches are briefly set
forth in “Young Communist League of New England
Year Book,” 1937, from which is quoted the following
(pages 6-7):

“Cambridge (not Harvard). When it comes to collecting money
for the Financial Drive, the Cambridge Branch ranks highest. Have
gained in respect and prestige while actively participating in the cam-
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paign to elect a labor candidate. Irving, the serious and ambitious
Educational Director can sure put it across. . . .

West End (Boston Branch). ... Hold a Civil Service Examina-
tion for the members, with many rating honors.

Chelsea (Thomas Paine Branch). In line with the tradition of
Chelsea as a basketball town, the Thomas Paine Branch of Chelsea
was the first branch in New England to organize a basketball team,
which defeated the New York State Basket Ball team. .

. . Did their
stuff to nominate a labor candidate in Chelsea. Now for more and
harder work to elect him. . . .

Worcester. Worcester goes over the top! . . . “The facts are
amazing” says Red. “In the last six months we have tripled our
membership. ”... Worcester’s camera of action is also focused on a
successful Cigarette Party for Spain.

. .
.

October 1, 1937, at the A. O. H. Hall, the Worcester
Branch celebrated the 150th anniversary of the United
States Constitution, with Ann Burlak, long-time Com-
munist agitator, as the chief speaker. The audience
numbered several hundred.

Haverhill. Haverhill Branch goes in for discussion and debates in
a great big way; with Charles S. taking the lead in oration they surely
can’t go wrong. Oh, by the way, whist parties are quite the fad now,
and the Haverhill Branch has made quite a bit of money running
parties of this kind.

Dorchester. The John Lenthier Branch of Dorchester, although
just a new born babe, is growing by leaps and bounds. It has proven
itself worthy of the name it bears of John Lenthier, who was one of the
first Americans to go to Spain. . . . Are actively supporting the
progressive candidates running for office in the Dorchester section,
and all leading Y. C. L.’ers are prominent in clubs, youth groups in the
settlement houses, and in the neighborhoods. . . .

Roxbury. The Dave Walba Branch, formerly the Roxbury Branch,
.

. . has pledged itself to live up to the high standards set by Walba,
our Y. C. L.’er, who fell in the trenches fighting against Fascism.

A swift current of our activity hikes, parties, speaker on Sex Hy-
giene, and the Sherman Investigation Committee. . . . Result; quite
a few members joined up. . . .

Malden. — The Wendell Phillips Branch, just recently' organized... •

Quite a serious branch, however, insisting on two educational meetings
a month, with some excellent speakers, who attract a great many
Malden youths. Nice going ... it must be wonderful to hit the
headlines. Watch it now, Sophie, don’t let it go to your head.

The “Sophie” referred to is one Sophie Senders, who
is bookkeeper in the office of the International Workers’
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Order. She was a witness before this Commission. Her
father has also been a political committeeman of the
Communist Party in a state election.

The Trade Union. The Trade Union Branch, composed of
Y. C. L.’ers who are members of White Collar and Industrial Unions,
is the first of its kind ever organized in Boston.

In the period of one year, each member has actively supported and
built his union with the aim of making Boston a 100 per cent union
town.

Parties, dances, discussion on current Trade Union topics, were de-
cisive factors in bringing our friends closer to the understanding of the
Trade Union Branch and its aim as an educational and social group.

Alice Z. led a “nifty” class on the “History of American Trade
Unions.” Dollars to doughnuts that most of us remember the eco-
nomic and political causes of the Revolutionary and Civil Wars in our
country. .. . The Bowling Team is getting on its feet and will soon
be challenging the other branches. .

. .

Members of the Young Communist League are among
the students at the Progressive Labor School in Boston
and at the Workers’ Schools in other cities and towns.

“We Take Our Stand” (published by Young Commu-
nist League, 1937) states:

(Page 6) The Y. C. L. educates the youth in the ideals of peace
and liberty —in the spirit of Socialism. In our education we inherit
the teachings of men who pledged their lives to the cause of all mankind

Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, whose work has stirred the fight
for freedom everywhere.

... And in doing so we carry on the traditions of America’s great revo-
lutionists of 1776 Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams,
Crispus Attucks, and Thomas Paine.

The foregoing is illustrative of the Communist means
of appealing to the ideals of youth, with the sole motive
of deluding them into a belief that the Young Commu-
nist League stands for a constructive peace program as
opposed to peace through civil war, as hereinbefore
noted.

During the summer the Y. C. L. also operates its own
schools. One is an evening school.

From “Young Communist League of New England
Year Book,” 1937 (page 9);
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Y. C. L.’ers go to School.
July first, the opening night of the Y. C. L. Summer Evening School

. . . We were all very eager to learn, even though we were secretly
dreading the ordeal of spending two nights a week. . . . Despite certain
shortcomings, the Y. C. L. Summer Evening School was highly suc-
cessful, and most important, opened the door to a new period of
Y. C. L. education and instruction.

In the town of Franklin there is a large camp called
Camp Unity. Here the Young Communist League con-
ducted a week-end training school from July 18 through
August 22, 1937. The outline of study follows;

Week-End Training School, Massachusetts.
Young Communist League, July 18-Aug. 22, 1937,

Study Course and Time Allotted.
I. Principles of Communism

A. Economic Analysis of Capitalism - 6 hour*
B. Communism and the People’s Front 4 hours
C. The People’s Front in the U. S. 4 hours
D. The Struggle for Peace 6 hours
E. Building Socialism in the Soviet Union 6 hours
F. The Role of the Communist Party 4 hours

11. The Program of the Young Communist League
A. Principles of Y. C. L. Organization • 2 hours
B. Educational Work of the Y. C. L. 2 hours
C. Building the Unity of the Younger Generation 1 hour
D. Relationship of Y. C. L. to Other Organizations ijhour
E. What is a Good Y. C. L. Branch? 2 hours
F. Building Y. C. L. Group Leadership 2 hours

Outline and Reading Material.
I. A. Economic Analysis of Capitalism

1. Main Characteristics of Capitalist Production
2. How Profits Are Made
3. Crises and Unemployment
4. Economic Situation in the U. S.

Reading:

Leontiev: Political Economy, pp. 51-56; 86-88
Olgin; Why Communism? pp. 3-11
Browder: pp. 594-595
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I. B. Communism and the People’s Front
1. Origin and Development of the State
2. Nature of Bourgeois Democracy
3. What is Fascism?
4. Through Liberty to Socialism. People’s Fron

Reading:
Browder: pp. 603-607
Lenin: State and Revolution, chapter 1
Dimitroff: United Front Against War and Fascism.

I. C. The People’s Front in the U. S.
1. System of Government in U. S.
2. Forces of Reaction in U. S.
3. Forces of Progress
4. The Negro and the People’s Front
5. Major Issues in Struggle between Reaction and Progrei

Reading:
Browder: pp. 593-603; 608-613
Browder: Constitutional Crisis in the U. S. (mimeo-

graphed)
Browder; Communism in the U. S., pp. 304-307
July Communist: July 4th and the 150th Anniversary

of the Constitution.

I. D. The Struggle for Peac
1. Imperialism

2. Danger of War To-da;
3. Spain
4. Soviet Peace Polic
5. Revolution and the Fight for Peace

Reading:
Lenin: Imperialism, chapter 7
Ercoli: The Fight for Peace, chapters 6, 10
Dimitroff: pp. 5-14
Browder: pp. 613-616

I. E, Building Socialism in the Soviet Union
1. Revolution of 1917
2. Socialist Economy
3. Fight for Socialism

(o) Against Trotzkyites
(6) Against Right Wine

4. First and Second Five Year Plans
5. Soviet Constitution

Reading:
Lenin: Left-Wing Communism, pp. 12-16
Stalin; Report to the 17th Congress C. P. S. U., nr 1.

72-77
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Stalin on the Soviet Constitution (entire pamphlet)
Olgin: Trotzkyism: Counter-Revolution in Disguise,

I F. The Rdle of the Communist Party
1. Vanguard of the Working Class
2. Democratic Centralism
3. R6le of Theory in the Revolutionary Movement

Reading:
Stalin: Foundations of Leninism, chapter 8
Stalin: Mastering Bolshevism, pp. 48-62
Lenin: What is to Be Done? pp. 28-30
Browder: pp. 621-623

II The Principles of F. C. L. OrganizationA
1. The Y. C. L. as an Educational Organization
2. Political Character of Y. C. L.
3. Development of Y. C. L. in the U. S,

Reading:

Green: Make Your Dreams Come True, pp. 6-7; 12-15
We Take Our Stand, pp. 5-8

Lenin: The International of Youth (mimeograph

II The Educational Work of the Y. C. L.B
1. How shall Young People learn Communism?

2. Relation of Social and Cultural Activity to Communism,
3. Education and the Class Struggle

Reading:
Lenin Speaks of the Youth (entire pamphlet)

CII Building Unity of the Younger Generation
1. Basis for Unity of Youth

2. Progressive Youth Forces in I
3. American Youth Congress

Reading
Green: Young Communist and Unity of Youth (entire

pamphlet)

Relationship of Y. C. L. to Other Organizations
1. Winning Confidence of Other Organization:

11. D.

chapter 3.

Work of Individual Y. C. L. Members
Reading:

Green: Make Your Dreams Come True, pp. 30-36
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11. E. What is a Good Y. C. L. Branch?
1. Functions as a Service Organization

2. Relationship with Community Groups
Reading

Green; pp. 16-20

11. F. Building Y. C. L. Group Leadership
1. What should a Y. C. L. Leader be Like?
2. How to develop New Leaders in the Y. C. L.

Reading:
Green: pp. 24-27

Aid to the Leftist armies in Spain has been one of the
major activities of all Communist organizations, particu-
larly in the recruiting for and support of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade. In these forces some of the members
of the Young Communist League are political commissars.
Writes Steve Nelson in the “Young Communist Re-
view,” March, 1938, page 22:

Some of our comrades forget that the cream of our membership
went over there.

Two full pages of the 1937 Year Book are given over to
the honor roll of and to letters from League members,
who are fighting or have been killed in Spain. In the
honor roll we find:

Gene Bronstein, Political Commander of his section,
who was killed at the Jarma Front:

. We can still remember when Gene came to us from New York
to continue studying at Harvard where he was awarded a

scholarship.
After two years Gene gave up his studies, and went to work in the

Boston Woven Hose. He joined the United Rubber Workers of
America and became one of the most loyal members of the union.
He was very active in the strike that took place at this plant, proving
to the workers . . . that he was a sincere member of the Young
Communist League.

.

. .

During this period Gene came into the leadership of the Young
Communist League, becoming a member of the District Bureau. . . .
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Also Dave Walba:
. . . There will be many more who will repeat the words “Foe

Dave Walda” as we go marching forward, onward to what you
helped to realize. . .

.

. . . Remember that the Stars and Stripes which now so proudly
wave over our own country, are also dyed in the blood of other heroes,
who like you, gave their lives, so that Freedom and Democracy might
rule forever.

Honor Roll.
Homer B. Chase Yankee from New Hampshire
Dave Smith Member of the Chelsea Branch.
Matt Mattison Swedish American, member of Fitchburg League.
Alfred Goldenberg Member of the Worcester Y. C. L. . . . active

volunteer organized in the C. I. 0. drive among the steel workers
in Worcester.

Walter Strauss German-American from the Providence League.
Joseph Sakalauska Worcester Y. C. L.’er.
George Siegal Student at Harvard.
Max Tech student.
Lester Jacobs New member of the Y. C. L.
Joe Hautenimi member District Committee, Y. C. L,
Ray Bell Providence Y. C. L.'er.
Saul Friedberg Harvard Student . . . brilliant, satirical.
Milton Wiener Harvard Student . . .

always ready for action.
Griffin Washburn —• Harvard Student . . . quiet . . . modest.

Letters published in the Year Book, besides two post-
humously published from Walba and Ornstein, included
one from Saul Friedberg, Harvard, 1936, who sends:

. . . Regards to all my old acquaintances; also to the Harvard
Branch of the League which should be proud as hell of its record in
the matter of Spain. Six of its present or former members are fighting
here, and a Harvard ambulance is on the way. .

. .

Pamphlets selling from 1 cent to 10 cents are issued by
the thousands by the Young Communist League. Gil
Green in “Young Communists and the Unity of Youth”
(published by Youth Publishers, October, 1935):

(Page 14) .
.

. We have increased the circulation of our youth
press and in certain special numbers have reached a circulation as
high as 135,000 and 200,000 copies. However, these are barely be-
ginnings. The broader the united front, the more must we develop



HOUSE —No. 2100.1938.] 185

our special Young Communist League activity and literature, so
that all times we can raise the movement to a higher level and recruit
the most advanced masses of youth for our Young Communist League
and Party. Especially must we strengthen our Young Communist
League work among the industrial youth and deepen our roots within
the factories and trade unions.

From the “Manifesto and Principal Resolutions,”
adopted by the eighth Convention of the Communist
Party of the U. S. A. (1934):

(Page 97)
...

(a) The Convention instructs the Daily Worker
to organize special youth campaigns and to speak to the young gen-
eration of the need of their fighting for a Soviet America;

(b ) Every Party language paper including the Freiheit must have a
regular English supplement for young workers;

(c) Party members working on the revolutionary trade union press
must immediately be responsible for establishing youth sections of
these papers;

(d) Youth Sections must also appear on all Party shop and neighbor-
hood papers

At the same time the Party must issue special popular pamphlets
and literature for the youth. Marxist-Leninist literature must reach
the widest masses of youth. More revolutionary novels and short
stories especially based on American life must be issued for the youth.

Neighborhood publications turned out by mimeo-
graph are distributed through the cities and towns of
the Commonwealth. Young Communist Leaguers at-
tempt to get many of these into the high schools, as well
as colleges. In January of 1938 members of the Com-
mission were advised that a Communist sheet entitled
the “Cambridge People’s Voice” was being distributed
among the students at the Cambridge High and Latin
School. It is the task of members of the Young Com-
munist League to distribute the “Hood Rubber Worker”
to the employees of the Hood Rubber Company.

The nation-wide magazine of the Young Communist
League was formerly called “The Young Worker.” This
is now out of existence and the “Young Communist
Review” has taken its place. The Young Communist
League also has set up a United Front magazine en-
titled “Champion of Youth” which is broadly circulated
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in Massachusetts. It contains articles purportedly de-
voted to the interests of and written by members of the
American Youth Congress, the Youth in the American
League Against War and Fascism (now called American
League for Peace and Democracy), the American Student
Union, the National Student Federation of America,
Youth Protective Committees, as well as the Y. M. C. A.
and Y. W. C. A., and the Girl and Boy Scouts of America.

A copy of the aforesaid magazine, “Champion of
Youth,” purchased at the Progressive Bookshop in
Boston was identified by David Grad (Dave Grant),
local head of the Young Communist League, while testi-
fying before this Commission as being sponsored by his
organization. It is regularly on sale both at the Com-
munist Progressive Bookshop in Boston and at the
Holyoke Book Shop, 6| Holyoke Street, Cambridge, and
at meetings of the Y. C. L. throughout Massachusetts.

The issue of April-May, 1937, is typical of other is-
sues. The cover of this number bears the sketch of a
skeleton wearing a trench helmet, and so high-lighted as
to emphasize the empty eye-sockets, the broad cheek
bones, and the toothy grin of the skull.

There is listed the following personnel:

M. B. Schnapper, Editor.
Irvin Keith, Business Manager and Managing Editor.

Editorial Board.
Edward Morgan. Dave Doran.
Hilda Scott. James Lerner.
Angelo Herndon. John Leonard.
Roger Chase. Arthur Clifford.
Marguerite Reed. Jane Whitbread.
James Wechsler. Harriet Engdahl.

Advisory Editors.
Senator Lynn J. Frazier. C. Hartley Grattan.
Dr. Edward C. Lindeman. John R. Tunis.
Prof. Jerome Davis. Kenneth M. Gould.
Oswald Garrison Villard. Henry Elmer Barnes.
Frank Palmer. Sherman Dyer.
William Ziegner. Robert Moras Lovett.
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This grouping of individuals is an example of ap-
plication of the United Front. Communists are well
represented in the list. The articles and stories in many
instances are written to further the purposes of the Ameri-
can Youth Congress, the American League Against War
and Fascism, the American Student Union, Youth Pro-
tective Committee, the International Workers’ Order and
National Student Federation of Teachers.

Among contributors to said issue are:

Senator Robert LaFollette, a member of the United States Senate,
and chairman of that body’s so-called Committee on Civil
Liberties.

Others described therein are as follows:
J. B. S. Hardman, editor of “Steel Labor,” organ of the Steel Workers

Organizing Committee, and of “Advance,” organ of the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of America. He has figured promi-
nently in the work of the C. I. 0.

Cathryn Ray, a recent graduate of the Minnesota Agricultural Col-
lege and a member of the Farmers Union.

Arthur Clifford, a new member of the editorial board. He contributed
“Sit Down, Brother” to the February issue.

Lawrence Fine, a student at Minnesota Agricultural College and a
leader of the Farmers Union local there.

Katherine Barbour, a member of the staff of the National Board of
the Young Women’s Christian Associations.

James Lerner. As youth secretary of the American League Against
War and Fascism, he has been prominent in the American peace
movement within recent years.

Joseph Cadden, executive secretary of the American Youth Congress
energizer behind the Peace Ballot of the World Congress,

(See below.)

James C. Clark, educational director of the Young Communist League.
Joseph P. Lash, executive secretary of the American Student Union;

co-author of “War Our Heritage.”

Under the heading “Our Stand” we find this copy of
the magazine sets forth its purported purposes and claims
it is

Dedicated to the aspirations and interests of the young people of
the United States

It admittedly supports the program of the American Youth Con-
gress, herein elsewhere

It claims it is opposed to war and to all efforts to militarize youth
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And declares that these ends can best be achieved through the
independent action of all progressive Americans in a Farmer-Labor
Party. It supports every step in the directionof such a party and in
the formation of a Farmer-Labor youth movement.

May Day, 1937, J. B. S. Hardman recites the victories
to date of C. I. 0., derides the defeated Messrs. Green,
Woll, Hutcheson, Frey and Tobin of the A. F. of L., and
states: “More power for labor that is the C. I. 0. cry.
And it’s coming. We can see it, labor’s enemies tremble
before it.” The last clause paraphrases the closing of
Marx’s Communist Manifesto.

“Sit Down, Sister,” by Arthur Clifford, is apparently
the feminine companion piece to “Sit Down, Brother”
in an earlier issue. Of the sit-down technique he says:
“Like a contagion, not of disease but of power and
strength, it has raced through the industrial centers of
the nation. . .

.”

“Margie’s Story,” by Margaret Regan, is more about
the recumbent striker. “I’m sitting down. And I
like it. . . . We pass the time singing union songs like
‘Solidarity Forever’ or ‘We shall Not Be Moved’ . . .

.”

Words and music of the latter are found in “Songs of the
People” (on page 60), issued by the Communist Party.
The third stanza follows:

Lenin is our leader,
We shall not be moved, etc.

“Batter-Up,” by Hal Hobart, concerns sports of the
laboring men. It recites the workers’ love for play and
sports, then goes on to say that industrialists who have
encouraged athletic teams among their workers by giving
them such advantages as “time to practice, free expenses,
gratuities in the form of less work, bonuses, more credit
in the company stores ...” did so for their own selfish
interests and to divide the workers. He writes of the
growth of sports among the unions and the International
Workers’ Order, and how they are using sports contests
among unions, workers’ clubs, fraternal bodies to raise
money for Leftist Spain.



1938.] HOUSE — No. 2100. 189

“Fundamentals of Peace,” by James Lerner and Joseph
Gadden, is a contribution from the American Youth Con-
gress. This organization, like the American Student
Union, follows the Moscow-given order that the military
establishment of the United States must be so weakened
as to be ineffective. That Congress is discussed elsewhere
in this report.

“Citizens or Soldiers” includes an open letter to the
President of the United States, protesting the Nazi atti-
tude of Maj.-Gen. Albert J. Bowley, U. S. A., shown by
his order to company commanders and educational ad-
visers in his area of the C. C. C. charging that the “Cham-
pion of Youth” contained “propaganda intended to
promote disloyalty in the Civilian Conservation Corps.”
Following this General’s order an editorial appeared in
“Happy Days,” a newspaper published for and circulated
among C. C. C. boys. In this editorial the editors stated
they would “like to meet the editors of this sheet [“Cham-
pion of Youth ”] in a dark alley some night” for the avowed
purpose of changing a white streak on certain backs to
“the yellow they should be.” Because of this the open
letter to the President demanded the C. C. C. be trans-
ferred from the War Department and placed under the
control of the Department of the Interior.

The following persons signed the letter to the President:
William W. Hinkley, Chairman, American Youth Congre
James Lerner, Youth Secretary, American League Against War and

Fascism.
Joseph P. Lash, Executive Secretary, American Student Union.
M. B. Schnapper, Editor, “Champion of Youth.”
Arthur Northwood, President, National Student Federation.
Edwin Johnson, Executive Secretary, Committee on Militarism in

Harriet Engdahl, Executive Secretary, Youth Protective Committee.
Sam Pevzner, Youth Director, International Workers Order.

On the page opposite to the open letter are reproduced
two letters purporting to have been written by John W.
Studebaker, United States Commissioner of Education,
one to Mr. Fechner, Director of C. C. C., and the other
to the editor of “Happy Days.”

Education.
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Commissioner Studebaker condemns the editorial in
"Happy Days” as inciting to violence for one thing, and
also as constituting "subtle methods of propaganda.” He
wrote: "Educators generally, and an increasing number
of our citizens, are very familiar with the subtle methods
of propaganda and indoctrination employed in the edi-
torial.”

Wrote Commissioner Studebaker to Mr. Hoyt, editor of
“Happy Days”:

The fact that we may disagree with the point of view or a particular
emphasis in some publication certainly does not justify us in attempt-
ing to intimidate the editor. . . . The enrollees in the camps are
American citizens who have the right to read whatever they will and
make up their own minds concerning it.

Just how this correspondence between two agencies of
the Federal government was procured for quotation in this
Communist magazine is not set forth.

Maurice Gates writes for the Youth Section, American
League Against War and Fascism, in an article “Peace
Enemy No. 1: Fascism.” This article is devoted chiefly
to a plea for support of Leftist Spain and a recital of the
co-operation of said Youth Section wdth the organizations
who formed the Student Strike Committee.

“Never Again” is the contribution of John S. Harlow
of the National Student Federation of America. State-
ment of principles and activities is identical with those of
the Communist-controlled student organizations elsewhere
herein discussed. In addition, it conducts a travel bureau
which arranges student tours to Europe, particularly to
Soviet Russia. At one time this travel bureau held out
as added lure to students the possibility of meeting under-
cover Communist workers in Nazi Germany. This Fed-
eration is allied to an international confederation of
Leftist students in other countries.

James C. Clark of the Young Communist League writes
"Roots of War” in which he sketches a history of the
Youth section of the Communist Party and tells of the
fifteenth anniversary of its founding. The article covers
in short space a wide field: Fascist danger from the Spanish
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War; the Trotskyite trials in the Soviet Union; the
threats to America from the Hearst press; the need to
support the Soviet Union “The people of the world
look to the Soviet Union as the most dependable source
of peace, . . the Young Communists’ “struggle”
against all military training and to enforce a drastic inter-
national policy upon Washington, to aid Spain, even to
the extent of providing the Leftist side with arms.

Much of page 24 is taken up by a “Peace Ballot,”
sponsored by the United States Committee of the World
Youth Congress, which is headed, “Will youth fight?”
Portions of the ballot include:

Peace Ballot.

Sponsored by UnitedStates Committee of the World Youth Congress.
What To Do With This Ballot

Under each section of the Ballot check the points which represent
your opinion. (You may check more than one.)

Sign your name and address if you wish to. Indication of age and
sex is compulsory. Return your Ballot before May 20 to World
Youth Congress Committee, Suite 508, 8 West 40th Street, New York,
N. Y. . .

.

C. I Will Fight For
4. Democracy against Fascism

D. I Believe that the Best Means of Settling World Problems
Are

5. World socialism.

Significance attaches to the above quoted sections of
this “Peace Ballot,” circulated from Communist sources,
when it is explained that

1. One question asked of Communist witnesses was
whether, in the event of war between the United States
and the Soviet Union, the witness would fight in de-
fense of the United States. With little variation of
wording, each witness replied in substance: “I cannot
conceive of such a situation as a war between these two
great democracies.” No Communist witness would
give a more definite answer to the specific question
asked of him. Browder finally said he would fight for
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“democracy” in a war against “Fascism.” Several
other Communist witnesses likewise imitated that
reply, including David Grad (alias Dave Grant), who
heads the Young Communist League in Massachusetts.

2. By “world Socialism,” a Communist means a
world of Soviet dictatorships. Earlier in this report,
it has been shown that “Communism” and “Socialism”
are at present used interchangeably and that Soviet
Russia is at present under “Socialism” not Com-
munism.

This Peace Ballot has since been used in a number of
polls of students by college publications.

Among the advertisements is one boosting the conven-
tion of the Young Communist League, to which all young
people are invited to hear Foster, Browder, Green, Hern-
don and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, each of whom is else-
where mentioned in this report.

Says H. Hennie in the March, 1937, copy of “Young
Communist Review,” organ of the Young Communist
League:

Almost a year ago, the “Young Worker” ceased publication. . . .

In its place, the Young Communist League began distributing the
‘

‘ Champion of Youth.’ ’ Although I disagreed with the discontinuance
of the Young Worker, and although I think the Champion has not yet
found its stride, yet I dorecognize the important work the “Champion”
has done and the more important work it still has before it. . . .

The head of the Young Communist League, Gil Green,
otherwise known as Gilbert Greenberg, said on January 1,
1937 (“Facing the Eighth Convention of the Young
Communist League,” published by the National Office
of the Young Communist League):

What must be done to help develop the movement for a Farmer-
Labor Party among the youth? .

.
.

2. It is important to develop a systematic campaign of education in
the ranks of the youth for independent political action. This can best
be organized around questions of social legislation. In a section of
Boston, for example, around the fightfor a youth center, large numbers
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of youth were influenced and won for the need of independent political
action. ... In developing this campaign we should definitely orien-
tate toward winning sections of the large youth organizations. To
hasten this process we must help give the “Champion of Youth” a
mass circulation, as through this magazine we can win youth for inde-
pendent political action.

The “Harvard Communist” is printed by the Century
Press on Leverett Street in Boston, purportedly pub-
lished by the Harvard Branch of the Young Communist
League, but bears mailing address of 15 Essex Street,
Boston, which is the District headquarters of the Com-
munist Party. We give a few excerpts from two issues:

April, 1936
(Page 1)

... In the past, the Young Communist League was
orientated solely around political questions. Its members were ex-
pected to assume equal responsibilities with Communists. Its organ-
izational structure, in the form of small units, was unfamiliar to and
unpopular with the great numbers of the youth who were not Com-
munists. As a result, the League remained a small and relatively
isolated organization. A change had to be, and was made.

The League is now organized in the form of large Branches which
carry on every activity popular with the youth of the neighborhood.
Its chief function is to train the youth in the spirit of Marxism-Lenin-
ism, the political doctrine which led the way to socialism in the Soviet
Union. We invite all Harvard Students who are sick of the evils and
stupidities and waste of capitalism, who see in socialism the only hope
for the youth of today and tomorrow to join our ranks and help us
build a mighty United Youth League.

(Page 10) The amalgamation of the Harvard Liberal Club,
National Student League, Peace Society and the Student League for
Industrial Democracy into the Harvard Student Union is of greatest
importance to every student at Harvard. . . . And furthermore it is
no accident or coincidence that this unity has been achieved at a time
when a decaying capitalist society is using all means at its command to
save itself from its inevitable downfall. . . .

(Page 12) Finally, there is a tendency among some of the members
of the H. S. U. to think that the present organization is the final crys-
tallized form of the united front on the campus. . .

.

The H. S. U. has only reached five per cent of the student body
(there are about 250 members of the H. S. U. at the present time) and
... it must use the strength it has gained through actual merger and
unity to ever broaden and extend the united front on the campus. This
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will be done by involving the entire student body in its campaigns; in
its fight for civil liberties for peace and especially involving the entire
student body in the forthcoming student peace strike on the morning
of April 22.

(Page 10) The analysis of the war situation at present leads to the
following conclusions: 1. All forces that want peace must unite for the
defense of the Soviet Union and against the fascist warmakers. They
must demand collective action against aggressors, taken part in by the
United States. They must demand a reduction in armament expendi-
tures by the United States. The most powerful weapon they have
to enforce these demands is independent political action through a
Farmer-Labor Party. . . .

December, 1.936.
(Page 6) Seamen Strike. The editors of the “Harvard Com-

munist” feel that its readers need only be told the address of the
striking seamen’s headquarters in Boston. We are certain that they
will respond, not only with money, food, or clothing but will make it
their business to lend active support on the picket lines.

(Page 8) Supplement your college education with progressive
ideas which are not to be found at Harvard.

Daily evening classes at the Progressive Labor School, 330 New-
bury Street, Boston, Massachusetts.

(Page 3) It is significant that even in the comparatively “liberal”
atmosphere of Harvard University our efforts toward truth re-
main unsigned. Contributors to the “Harvard Communist” feel that
it is better to be discreet than to face the unpleasant consequences
which might very well happen here if names were publicized.

The type of teaching given to the younger children is
exemplified in the “Pioneer Song Book,” published by
the Central Pioneer Bureau, from which we give excerpts:

“Pioneer Song 800k —■ Songs for Workers and Farmers'
Children,” Station D, N. Y. C

The Inteknational,
(Page 1)

Arise, ye pris’ners of starvation
Arise ye wretched of the earth,
For justice thunders con-dem-na-tion,
A better world’s in birth.
No more tradition’s chains shall bind us.
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Arise ye slaves no more in thrall.
The earth shall rise on new foundations,
We have been naught we shall be all.

1 is the final conflict let each stand in his place.
The International Soviet shall be the human race.

Hunger Children.
(Page 4)

Empty is the cupboard, no pillow for the head.
We are the hunger children who fight for milk and bread.
We are the hunger children who fight for milk and bread.
We are the workers’ children who must be fed.

Cheer.
We want shelter and clothes
Shoes for our toes bread for the body
And a roof for the head.

Always Ready.
(Page £

Pioneers, we’re always ready, ready for the workers’ need.
Staunch as steel and standing steady, pioneers we’re in the lead.
In the lead the wide world over, in the lead to show the way.
We will bring the red October as we sing our song of May.

(Page io;

The cops are having a hell of a time parley vous.
The cops are having a hell of a time parley vous.
The cops are having a hell of a time, kicking us off the picket line

Hinkey dinkey parley vous.

The kids are having a peach of a time parley vous,
The kids are having a peach of a time parley vous,
The kids are having a peach of a time, kicking the cops from the picket

line
Hinkey, dinkey parley vous

The workers now have a wonderful time ’cross the sea
The workers now have a wonderful time ’cross the sea
The workers now have a wonderful time in Russia where they’re

proud and free
Workers rule across the sea



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June196

1-2-3.
(Page 15)

1-2-3 pioneers are we,
We’re fighting for the working class against the bourgeoisie,
We’re changing all the alphabet.
We’ll start with A, B, C.
We’re changing all the alphabet way down to X, Y, Z.
We’re going to teach our teachers a new philosophy
We’ll study the empty belly in physiology.
We’ll build a world of worker’s truth that’s a plain geometry
November nineteen seventeen is workers’ history.

Mother Goose of the Breadline.
Sing a Song of Six Per Cent.

(Page 16)

Sing a song of six per cent, ten per cent and more.
That’s where all my labor went, whom was I working for?
I worked for the Queen in the parlor, the King was in the counting

house
My wife was worn with worry so the Queen could have no woe.
The King said “hurry, hurry, why do you loiter so?”
I labored and toiled without ceasing, never I groaned or complained.
But therain of pain was increasing and it always poured when it rained
And after these years of devotion I was thrown away on the heap.
“You waste” they said, “too much motion and after all, labor is

cheap.”
So sing a song of profits, starving workers die.
Nine and fifty rich men, they have all the pie.
Some day when set before them with many a groan and cry
They’ll find a hammer and sickle is carved on every pie.
The same as did Czar Nicholai
How could the old guy sing?
But wasn’t that a dandy dish to set before a King?
So sing a song of six per cent, ten per cent and more
That’s where all my labors went.
“What are we waiting for?”
Some day when set before them with many a groan and cry,
They’ll find a hammer and sickle is carved on every pie.
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Yankee Doodlt
(Page 22;

Yankee Doodle’s in the shop
He holds to it like blazes,
He lets his little wages drop,
He gets his pay in praises.
Yankee Doodle has a boss, high-hat Uncle Sam.
My uncle’s profit is his loss.
Cocka-doodle dammy.
Yankee doodle sees this mess.
He knows the thing is phoney
He cannot buy his wife a dress or a dish of macaroni.
Yankee Doodle has a boss, high hat Uncle Sam.
My Yankee threw him for a loss
Cook-a-doodle dammy.

Little Miss Muffet
(Page 24)

insideLittle Miss Muffet ate such vile stuff it made her feel rotten
Black coffee, stalebread, Miss Muffet saw red.
She joined with the workers and cried

(а) Don’t starve, fight
(б) Don’t starve, fight.

Jack and Jill.
(Page

Jack and Jill went up to the mill
To scab while we were striking.
Jack fell down, we popped his crown
And Jill went home shiking.

War Song.
Page

The drums will grind the call to war,
Youth whom you fight for?
We’ll fight for the workers,
For the mass against the ruling class.
When bugles sound and cannon roar
Workers child is called to war.
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A Hunting We Will Go.
(Page 29)

A hunting we will go.
A hunting we will go.

Weil catch a boss and put him in a sauce
And never let him go.

A hunting we will go,
A hunting we will go,

Weil catch a scab and put him in a bag
And never let him go.

A hunting we will go,
A hunting we will go,

Weil catch a cop and put him in a slop
And never let him go.

A fighting we will go
A fighting we will go

Weil storm the fort till the enemy is caught
A fighting we will go.

A ruling we will be,
A ruling we will be,

We’re proletaires and revolutionaires,
A ruling we will be.

To summarize, it is evident that the Young Commu-
nist League has the same objectives as its parent, the Com-
munist Party with youth its special field of activity.

The Communist Party established the International
Labor Defense in this country during the summer of
1925, as the United States section of the International
Red Aid. The latter’s headquarters are in Moscow and
under the complete control of the Third International
(the Comintern). The Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A., is the subordinate arm of the
Comintern, and, as such, it controls the International
Labor Defense. One of Earl Browder’s reports made to a

International Labor Defense.
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Plenum of the Central Committee, which was published
by Workers Library Publishers in 1935, under the title
of “Build the United Peoples Front,” included the fol-
lowing statement:

It is not often that we speak of the defense problems at the Plenums
of the Central Committee. Very often we only bring such question
to the Central Committee when we have complaints to make in regard
to the handling of some matter by the I. L. D. .

.
.

At the New England District Convention of the Com-
munists Party, held on March 25, 1934, one of the reso-
lutions passed was:

Some progress has been made recently in building the I. L. D., both
in influence and organization. ... New branches must be organized,
old branches built, and every union and mass organizations won to
affiliate and support struggles led by the I. L. D.

Growing out of, and in line with, the policy laid down
by the aforesaid New England Convention, there was
a so-called resolution and control plan for Massachu-
setts formulated on April 23, 1934. On page 2 there
appeared:

The policy of concentration must likewise be carried through by
the mass organizations. The I. L. D., . . . must throw the weight
of their work into the textile and shoe industries and concentration
points. In particular in Lawrence the I. L. D. must immediately
begin the establishment of a branch using the deportation issue,
using the Hassan Ali case to secure a base among the Syrian workers,
using Sacco-Vanzetti Day, August 22, in particular, among the Italian
workers and in connection with the struggle against fascism.

Massachusetts headquarters of the International Labor
Defense is at 611 Washington Street, Boston. In the
same building are the “Morning Freiheit,” one of the
Communist newspapers published in a foreign language,
and International Workers Order which is described in
another section of this report.

The Communist functionary currently in charge of
I. L. D. activity in this Commonwealth is one John Bur-
ton Teeling (who bears the Party name of Timothy
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Burr). In July, 1937, one, so-called, Bertha Barnett
was Organizing Secretary. Its Prisoners Relief Com-
mittee has been headed by one Bertha Pollack. In sub-
sequent paragraphs of this section the Commission re-
ports further upon the activities of Peeling (Burr) and
of his predecessors and associates.

Controlling officials of I. L. D. are members of the
Communist Party, both nationally and in Massachusetts,
although more lately there has been an attempt by the
I. L. D. to apply the principle of a “United Front” with
other groups, in consonance with the policy of other
Communist organizations.

At the time when the Commission was conducting its
hearings, national officers were given, as follows:

Vito Marcantonio, National President.
William L. Patterson, First Vice-President
Richard B. Moore, A. R. Newhoff, Henry Shepard, Jan Wittenber,

Elaine Black, Vice-Presidents.
Anna Damon, National Secretary.
Louis Colman, Assistant National Secretary.
Robert Dunn, National Treasurer.
Rose Baron, National Prisoners Relief Director,
Samuel L. Dlugin, National Organizer.
Sasha Small, Editor, Labor Defender

Legal Advisory Committee.
Yetta Land.George R. Anderson

Joseph R. Brodsky.
J. Allan Frankel.
Grover C. Johnson.
Edward Lamb.

Herman L. Midlo.
Isaac Shorr.
David J. Bentall.
John P. Davis.
Irvin Goodman.
Edward Kuntz.
Vito Marcantonio.
Samuel L. Rothbard.
Joseph Tauber.

Louis F. McCabe.
Sylvia Schlesinger.
Prof. Herbert T. Wechsler.
Ruth Weyand.
Hart E. Baker.
Ben Davis, Jr. Samuel C. Waldman.

A, L. WirinLeo Gallagher,
Carol King.
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National Committee.
Angelo Herndon.
Vito Marcantonio.
Dwight C. Morgan.
William L. Patterson
Lawrence Simpson,
Errol White.

Rose Baron
Gifford Cochran
Ben Davis, Jr.
Robert Dunn.
Leo Gallagher.
Lillian Goodman.
Rockwell Kent.
Richard B. Moore
Robert Parker.
Albert Simmons.
Mary A. Sweres.
Jan Wittenber.

Ella Reeve Bloor.
Anna Damon.
Samuel I. Dlugin.
Robert Fitzgerald.
Irvin Goodman.
Dirk de Jonge.
La Rue McCormick
A. R. Newhoff.

Elaine Black.
Louis Colman.
John P, Davis.
Alfred L. Ellis.
Rojelio Gomez,

Henry Shepard.
Sasha Small.
James Waterman Wii se,

National Advisory Board
Tom MeyerscoughMax Bedacht,
Joseph Pass,Dr. Arnold Donawa

William Z. Foster.
J. B. McNamara.

Anita C. Whitney

Winifred Chappell
James W. FordSamuel Ornitz.

Maude White.
Clara Bodian.

Jessica Henderson
Tom Mooney
Louise Thompson.Elizabeth Gurley Flynn.

Mrs. J. C. Guggenheimer, Mrs. Ada Wright

Many of the foregoing are Communists. Some are
from Massachusetts.

The current national president is a former Congress-
man from New York City. Other officials include mem-
bers of the Central Committee of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., members of the Communist Party, Communist
officials of the International Workers’ Order, of the
American League for Peace and Democracy (formerly
called American League Against War and Fascism), of
the League for Industrial Democracy, and of similar
organizations affiliated to or supporting the Communist
Party, as set forth in other sections of this report.
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The International Labor Defense has both an individ-
ual and an “affiliate” type of membership. Such affili-
ates of the Communist Party as the language groups and
Marxist “workers” clubs, elsewhere described herein, are
affiliates of the I. L. D. and contribute monthly affiliation
dues. The Scandinavian Workers’ Club in March, 1937,
canceled the balance of a loan to I. L. D. of $l5O after
receiving credit thereon for affiliation dues.

The International Workers’ Order is also affiliated
nationally to the International Labor Defense (see sec-
tion herein entitled “International Workers’ Order”).
Some branches of the Workers’ Alliance, a union of
W. P. A. and other relief workers which has been de-
scribed in this report as a creation of the Communist
Party, U. S. A., are also affiliated to I. L. D. More re-
cently other labor unions have affiliated or urged their
membership to join the International Labor Defense.
Two excerpts from the I. L. D. magazine, “Labor De-
fender,” for October, 1937, give examples:

(Page 13)

Seamen Vole for I. L. D. Membership.
At the joint membership meeting of the National Maritime Union

of America, in New York City, August 23, the following motion was
made and carried unanimously:

... Be it Resolved, That this joint meeting go on record urging
all hands to join the I. L. D. and that we direct the District Com-
mittee to assist the I. L. D. representatives in contacting members
of the N. M. U.

(Back Cover)

NOVEMBER

SPECIAL MEMORIAL ISSUE
commemorating the

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HAYMAEKET MARTYRS
10th anniversary of the murder of sacco-vanzetti

Trade Union Sponsors
Jos. Curran . National Maritime Union.

American Federation of Teachers.
District Council No. 9, Brotherhood

Mrs. Bella Dodd
Louis Weinstock

of Painters P. H. of A
Typographical Union No. 6.Elmer Brown
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Other Sponsors
Lucy Parsons Widow of Albert Parsons, one of the

Haymarket Martyrs.
Max Bedacht General Secretary, International

Workers Order.
Gifford Cochran Sec’y, Nat’l Committee for Defense

of Political Prisoners.

International Labor Defense is interested principally
in exerting its efforts, when racial or partisan issues are
involved, to promote unrest and antagonism among
large masses of people. It also devotes its attention to
individuals, provided it can manufacture issues of “po-
litical” or “class persecution.” It prints and sells for
1 cent each a yellow flyer entitled “What to do when
Under Arrest,” portions of which we quote:

What to do when Under Arrest.

Activities of the InternationalLabor Defense
Organizes the fight for the release of all class war prisoners ... for

the repeal of the sedition and criminal syndicalism laws . . .
against

deportation of workers because of their activities in the class struggle
against boss-class frame-up of workers

Demand that the International Labor Defense defend you.

Carry on your working-class fight in the jail and in court. First
and Foremost: Remember at all times that the police, deputies, judges
and prosecutors are not your friends, or they would not have arrested
you. They are acting as agents of the boss class. Do not listen to
any of their promises or agreements.

. . . When you are brought before an official, . . .
give him no

information except the name. If you are foreign born, don’t tell them
where you were born, when or how you came here, or anything else
they may ask you at any time . . . you can give any name you wish
to be known by, give that name only. . . .

. . . When speaking to the International Labor Defense or any one
else over the phone from jail tell them only that name to ask for, . . .

... Do not allow the court to appoint an attorney for you, as an
attorney appointed by the court will not help you, but frame you. . .

.

... No matter what the complaint reads, answer that you are not
guilty, and demand a trial by jury. Remember that every charge
brought against you is meant only to crush your rights as a worker.
It is therefore the person who brings the complaint who is guilty and
not yourself. . . .
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. . . Remember whether any one told them something or not, you
are guilty of nothing; and they are only trying to get a statement from
you that will give them a chance to push the charges.

. . . Notes should be sent out to workers about conditions in the
jail. Efforts should be made to organize the prisoners for better food,
etc. The harder you make it for your jailers, the less workers they
will arrest. In this way, you will do your share in defending the rights
of the workers.

Read “Workers’ Self-Defense Under Arrest” which can be bought
for 5 cents. It gives more information on what to do when under
arrest.

Hold classes in your I. L. D. branch, organization, in small study
groups of workers, on workers’ defense.

The Communist Party for years has used the Interna-
tional Labor Defense as a sounding board for propaganda
and as one of its effective means of pushing Communist
objectives. Throughout its existence I. L. D. has had as
inseparable allies two other Communist-controlled or-
ganizations. They are the American Civil Liberties
Union and the Garland Fund, so called. The American
Civil Liberties Union, with its “front” of respectability
and with its large membership of sincere worthy citizens,
has provided important legal talent and a camouflage of
decency behind which Communist forces have agitated
and promoted their campaigns. The Garland Fund,
properly known as the American Fund for Public Service,
has contributed more than $1,500,000, all to the further-
ance and support of Left-Wing and Marxist projects. A
great deal of this money has passed to the International
Labor Defense to finance campaigns in which Massachu-
setts residents have taken part. Some of these cam-
paigns were on issues within this Commonwealth.

With the International Labor Defense, as with the
Communist Party, basic strategy remains constant. It
is to create “class struggle,” to involve masses of working
men and women, to inflame races on issues which have
no true racial basis, to teach that all employers and all
law enforcement agencies are the class enemies of work-
ing people, and to incite the aforesaid people to a militant,
revolutionary mood.
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The I. L. D. bends its energies to the establishment
of a Soviet America.

As the Commission has stated in previous sections of
this report, the official leadership of the American Civil
Liberties Union has an identical goal.

Every campaign and every defense the I. L. D. under-
takes is with the intention of building its forces and
those of the Communist Party. In an “Educational
Bulletin” issued in August, 1936, it admits this policy:

. . . Stress has always been laid based on the experiences of the
forerunners of the I. L. D. to building the organization in every
single campaign, every case undertaken. The recruiting of new thou-
sands of members is always a major task of the I. L. D. . . .

Tactics (as distinguished from strategy) followed by
the I. L. D. coincide and change with those of the
Communist Party. Membership and affiliates of the
I. L. D. formerly were principally composed of those
within the Communist Party and the inner circle of
satellites which surround it. The I. L. D., under the
present Communist tactic of a “United Front,” now
includes not only the aforesaid inner circle, but also
a number of the “fringe” organizations and other groups
which are supporting the Communist Party.

Browder explains the United Front tactic of the I. L. D.
in a booklet, “Build the United People’s Front,” (pub-
lished by Workers Library Publishers in 1935):

. .
. The I. L. D. has given great assistance to cases which it is not

handling directly, .

. .

. . . Other groups besides the I. L. D. have become active in this
field. There is the “American Civil Liberties Union,” which has been
most helpful in many cases. We must mention groups around Norman
Thomas and others. In the Herndon case, we saw the first beginnings
of a broad united front of defense, which is very promising, and in which
Thomas played a big role. We must now try to find the road to a
united labor defense to include Socialists, Communists, liberals all
those who fight for civil liberties and workers’ rights, against injustice
and capitalist frame-up.

Another example of combining supporting groups in a
United Front tactic was that employed at its National
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Conference held in Washington, D. C., in June, 1937, and
reported in the “Labor Defender” of July, 1937:

(Page 3) ... Thirteen organizations cooperated in making this
conference the success that it was, among them the Civil Liberties
Union, American League Against War and Fascism, International
Juridical Association, National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, National Negro Congress, North American Committee
for Aid to Spanish Democracy; The Scottsboro Puerto Rican and
Tom Mooney Defense Committees; organizations of the seamen; the
I. W. 0., the American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign
Born, the National Committee for Defense of Political Prisoners. .

.

.

.
. . Our National Conference was more than a milestone along the

road to progress, it was a clarion call to all the forces of progress and
democracy to join together in a united effort to halt fascism and to
swing the jail doors open for all labor and political prisoners.

Among the speakers at the aforesaid Conference
were

Congressman John M. Coffee
Congressman Nan Honeyman, Oregon.
Congressman Jerry J. O’Connell, Montana.
Congressman Henry G. Teigan, Minnesota.

Congressman O’Connell is mentioned elsewhere in
this report as a propagandist both for the International
Labor Defense and for the American League for Peace
and Democracy (formerly called the American League
Against War and Fascism).

One desired objective of the Communist Party in the
use of a United Front tactic is the creation of a Labor
(Farmer-Labor) Party. This is reported in the section
of this report so entitled. At the National Conference
mentioned in the preceding paragraph it was made plain
that the International Labor Defense was to do its part
in agitating the same program, as appears in the I. L. D.
magazine, “Labor Defender,” October, 1937, page 4:

Vigilantism Sti'eamliiie Model.
The French have a name for it the most effective method of com-

batting vigilantism. This critical analysis by a famous journalist
and staunch defender of civil rights suggests an American counterpart.
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By James Waterman Wise
. . . Not only must the labor press and the liberal and progressive

papers carry extensive and documentary analyses of Vigilante sources,
. . . but a barrage of publicity . . . must be directed at the reac-
tionary press. Radio addresses, pamphlets, and such channels as the
LaFollette Committee must be made media for exploding the claims and
exposing the aims of the “patriotic” forces of the Rands, the Hearsts,
the Girdlers, and the Ford Service Men. When they prate of defend-
ing the American Flag and the American home they must be met by
the homely Americanism: Take it off, we know you!

Vigilantism, however, must not only be exposed, it must be fought.
To fight it requires more positive measures than exposure or denun-
ciation.

... To this end such organizations as the International Labor
Defense, the American Civil Liberties Union, and the American
League Against War and Fascism must both broaden and popularize
their programs. Co-ordination among them and between them and
the labor movement must be effected, which during strikes will guar-
antee immediate mobilizationand maintenance of public sympathy....

. . . We may find it imperative to create a new union of American
workers, professionals and middle class whose economic interests
are fundamentally the same along political lines. The French have
a name for it!

The French name for it, translated into English, is
“Popular Front Government.” Left-Wings of the So-
cialist Parties united with Communists in making up the
Blum government of France.

Applications of the United Front tactic have been made
in Massachusetts in several recent campaigns, under-
taken by the International Labor Defense. Notable
examples are the Scottsboro Case and the Herndon Case.
The Commission does not deal with any of the issues
involved in these cases. Its only duty is to report upon
the method by which the International Labor Defense,
a Communistic organization, utilizes such opportunities
to enhance Communistic scope of influence.

The Scottsboro case is typical. As a preliminary step,
the national office of International Labor Defense secured
an agreement of joint action among
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The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
The League for Industrial Democracy.
The Methodist Federation for Social Service
The American Civil Liberties Union.
National Urban League.
International Labor Defense.

According to a letter dated January 2, 1935, written
by Anna Damon, Acting National Secretary of I. L. D.,
to Donald Burke, then District Secretary in Massachu-
setts, this set-up made possible that

. . . There should he joint mass meetings of all local organizations and
others that can he drawn in, with prominent persons participating
and, if possible, a prominent minister as chairman.

. . . Prominent individuals in the community can be approached
and asked to write letters to the local press endorsing or giving
their support to the united defense and helping mobilize public opinion
behind it.

With the support of the five organizations represented in the United
Front, it should be relatively easy to secure the participation of out-
standing individuals, trade unionists, even city officials, ministers,
etc. . . .

There have been several trials of the so-called Scotts-
boro boys. On February 5, 1936, the I. L. D. arranged
a United Front meeting in Room 84, 89 State Street,
Boston, at which there were present representatives of
the

New England Ministerial League for Social Action
The Civil Liberties Committee of Massachusetts.
The Women’s Trade UnionLeague.
The American League Against War and Fascism.
The International Labor Defense.
The Commission on Social Ethics of the M. E. Church,

New England Conference
North Eastern Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs

Florence H. Luscomb was appointed temporary sec-
retary and treasurer. Miss Luscomb appears within
this report as a supporter of other Communist organiza-
tions, and as having been supported by them in her politi-
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cal campaign. Letterheads were prepared bearing the
name of the “Boston Scottsboro Defense Committee.”
The address thereon was given as Room 84, 89 State
Street, Boston. The stock of letterheads, printed by the
Communist Party’s printer, Century Press, was kept in
the office of the International Labor Defense, then at
5 Harrison Avenue, Boston. The campaign was di-
rected from that office. Subsequent meetings of the
committee were held at 6 Boylston Place and in the con-
ference room of the Little Building, Boston.

Besides Florence Luscomb, the Boston Committee wa
listed as follows:

Constituting Organizations.

Massachusetts Civil Liberties Committee
Church League for Industrial Democracy
International Labor Defense.
League for Industrial Democracy.
Methodist Federation for Social Ser
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peopl

Sponsoring Orga
Boston L Trban League

New England Committee for Defense of Political Prisoner
New England Ministerial League for Social Actic
Social Justice Council of the Community Church
Women’s Trade Union League

Women’s International League for Pea
American Friends Service Committ
American League Against War and Fa
Northeastern Federation of Women’s Club;
Massachusetts State Union of Women’s Clubs
Eastern New England Congress for Equal Opportun
Interprofessional Association.
Lawyers Committee for Civil Protf
American Student Union
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of Americ
Scottsboro Neighborhood Defense Clul

Sponsoring Commit
Dr. L. 0. Hartman, Editor Zion’s Herald.
Prof. E. S. Brightman, Boston University.
Prof. Raymond Walsh, Harvard Teachers Union
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Alice Stone Blackwell.
Rabbi Herman J. Bick.
Rev. Harold H. Cramer, Commi; sion on Social Ethics of the New

lurch.England Conference, M. E, C
Dr. Clarence Skinner, Community
Rev. J. Lester Hankins, Ex.-Sec’y

Church
Emergency Peace Conferenc

Dr. 0. W. Childers, Interdenominational Ministers Alliance
Rev. F. Havis Davis, Christian Civil Alliance.
Marion Webb, Exalted Ruler, Commonwealth Lodge No. 19,

I. B. P. 0. E. W.
Michael Flaherty, Painters Union, Local 11
Mrs. M. Cravath Simpson, Chairman Suppression of Lynching Dept.,

N. E. Federation of Women’s Clubs.

On February 3, 1934, a meeting was held at the Union
Baptist Church, Cambridge, under the joint auspices
of the Christian Civic Alliance and the above-named
Boston Scottsboro Defense Committee. Speakers at
this meeting included:

Rev. F. Havis Davis of the Christian Civic Alliance.
Prof. Edgar S. Brightman, Methodist Federation for
Robert Newman, American Student Union.

,muel E. Angoff, Massachusetts Civil Liberties Commi
Irwin T. Dorch, National Association for the Advancement of Colored

People
Rev. James W. Mitchell, Church League for Industrial Democrac
Richard B. Moore, International Labor Defense.
George Goodman, Boston Urban League

Robert Newman, 198 Chambers Street, Boston, who is
above listed as representing the American Student Union,
had first been asked to speak as a representative of the
League for Industrial Democracy, another Communist-
supporting anti-capitalist organization tvhich is else-
where herein reported. Richard B. Moore, then acting
I. L. D. District Secretary in Massachusetts, wrote to
James H. Sheldon, 3 Joy Street, Boston, on January 28,
1936, asking him to speak at another meeting as a rep-

resentative of the League for Industrial Democracy.
Sheldon is a professor in the School of Religious and So-
cial Work, at Boston University.
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The persons named above and other persons were
utilized by the I. L. D. as “fronts.”

Marion Burrows (Mrs. George F.), 594 Huron Avenue,
Cambridge, was another “front.” She was assigned to
telephone various prominent residents of Massachusetts
and invite them to a defence meeting. Moore wrote
Mrs. Burrows on March 9, 1937: “I am sure that a
phone call from you will help a great deal to bring them
out.” Both Mr. and Mrs. Burrows aided Moore. In
the same letter Moore asked Mrs. Burrows if she would
abstract for him a portion of an article by Scott Nearing.
Moore wished to use the abstract in a course for negroes
he was teaching under the auspices of the Communist
Progressive Labor School, elsewhere described herein.

Through clergymen working with the joint defence
committee previously named, the International Labor
Defense organized a “Scottsboro Sunday” in Massa-
chusetts. On February 6, 1937, Mrs. Helen M. Cramer,
Church Secretary of the Parkway Community Church,
158 Blue Hills Parkway, Milton, wrote to Moore asking
him to send Scottsboro material to the following clergy-
men;

Rev. C. H. Davis, 53 Hunnewell Si
Rev. 0. B. Quick, 142 Walnut Ave
Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, 688 Boylston
Rev. J. L. Hankins, 38 Langdon St
Rev. S. D. Malouf, Morgan Men

Needham Heights, Mai
loxburv, Mass.

Boston, Ms
Cambridge, Ma;

awmut Avenue, Boston,

Rev. G. M. Bailey, 51 Westbourne Road, Newton Center, Ma
Dr. L. 0. Hartman, 581 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.
Rev. N. Notarpasquale, 45 Boutwell Street, Dorchester, Mass.

On March 4, Harold H. Cramer, minister of the above-
named church, wrote to Moore asking him to send twenty
copies of a Scottsboro pamphlet in care of Prof. D. D.
Vaughan at Boston University School of Theology,
“Where,” wrote Cramer, “I have some contacts.”

According to the list contained in' the files of the In-
ternational Labor Defense, the organizations and officials
supporting the Scottsboro defence at this time included
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Joseph A. Salerno, Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America, 564
Washington Street, Boston, Mass.

Philip Kramer, International Ladies Garment Workers Union, 25
LaGrange Street, Boston, Hancock 2906.

Business Manager, International Longshoremen’s Association Local
800, 19 Hanover Street, Boston, Mass.

Robert J. Watt, Massachusetts Federation of Labor, 11 Beacon Street,
Rooms 1222-1223, Boston, Capitol 8567.

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, L. H. Stone, President, 431
Columbus Avenue, Boston.

Michael Flaherty, Painters Union No. 11, care of Painters District
Council No. 41 of Boston, 929 East 4th Street, South Boston.

Women’s Trade Union League of Boston, 6 Boylston Place, Boston,
Devonshire 8237.

Provisional Committee for Equal Opportunities, J. S. R. Bourne,
Chairman, 558 Massachusetts Avenue, Boston.

Interdenominational Minister Alliance, Rev. Oliver W. Childers,
77 Dale Street, Roxbury, Highlands 0066

Massachusetts Federation of Churches, 4 Park Street, Boston, Mass,

Boston University Socialism Club, Howard Brightman, Dormitory
Bay State Road, Boston.

Ministers League for Social Action, Rev. J. Raymond Cope, 158
Walter Street, Roslindale, Parkway 2825M.

American Unitarian Association (Social), Dr. Robert Dexter, Chair-
man (Service Committee), 25 Beacon Street, Boston, Capitol 3660.

League for Social Action of the Congregationaland Christian Churches,
Rev. Alfred Schmalz, 219 Orchard Street, Belmont.

Civil Liberties Committee of 20th Century Association, Mr. H. P.

Whitney, 3 Joy Street, Boston.
Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, 6 Byron

Street, Boston, Capitol 2319.
American Student Union, Robert Newman, Secretary, 198 Chambers

Street, Boston.
American Friends Service Committee, 120 Boylston Street, Boston,

Hancock 3455.
Greater Boston Student Committee for Peace and Freedom, Secretary

Simmons Y. W. C. A., Miss Fay Bennette, 281 Brookline Avenue,
Boston.

Simmons Peace Society, 281 Brookline Avenue, Boston.
Harvard Law School Union, Howard Housman, 66 Oxford Street,

Cambridge.
Boston Urban League, 20 Whittier Street, Roxbury, Garrison 0547.
New England Committee for Defense of Political Prisoners, Mrs

Henderson, 11 Beacon Street, Room 412, Boston.
Rev. Alfred V. Bliss, Chairman, Race Relations Committee, New

England Regional Committee for Social Action, 14 Beacon
Street, Boston.
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Prof, J. S. Bixler, Chairman, Civil Liberties Committee, New England
Regional Committee for Social Action, 8 Dunstable Road,
Cambridge.

Rev. J. Havis Davis, Christian Civic Alliance, 29 Copley Street,
Cambridge.

Mrs. Minnie T. Wright, President, North Eastern Federation of
Colored Women’s Clubs, 73 Humboldt Avenue, Roxbury.

Mrs. M. Cravath Simpson, Suppression of Lynching Department,
83 West Rutland Square, Boston.

Irwin T. Dorch, 110 Tremont Street, Boston
Miss Ehrlick, American League, 241 Shirley Street, Winthrop.
Rev. George L. Paine, Church League for Industrial Democracy,

4 Park Street, Boston.
Rev. Mr. Clayton, Harvard Street, Malden
Rabbi Esrog, Newburyport, Mass
Attorney Aaron AVarner, Interprofessional Association, Elizabeth

Peabody House, Charles Street, Boston.
Rev. Norman Nash, Chairman, Social Justice Committee, Episcopal

Church, 2 Phillips Place, Cambridge.
Rev. Joseph McDonald, Social Justice Chairman, Congregationalist

Conference, 173 Moffat Road, AA’aban.
Rev. Gordon E. Bigelow, Chairman, Social Justice Commission,

Baptists, 46 Cleveland Street, Arlington.
Rabbi Wise, Peabody, Mass
Rev. Alexander Mitchell, 50 Curtis Street, Cambridi

am Sandberg, 61 Nichols Street, Everett, Mai

Many of the names given recur in connection with
campaigns for the American League for Peace and De-
mocracy (formerly called the American League Against
War and Fascism), and in connection with other Com-
munist-created organizations. This Commission believes,
however, that others were prompted by excellent motives,
and were deceived as to the fact they were joining a
“United Front” under guidance of the Communist
Party. b ,*

The Herndon defence campaign moved on similar
lines to that of the Scottsboro campaign. It enlisted the
efforts of most of those persons and organizations which
are given above. Its joint committee was stated to com-
prise the following:

League for Industrial Democracy
Boston Council of the American Youth Congre
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters.
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InternationalLabor Defenst
New England Committee foi
Non-Partisan Labor Defense
Student Committee for Peai

al

id F

Alice L. Dodge was secretary-treasurer of this United
Front, and the headquarters were in the office of Mrs.
Jessica Henderson at 11 Beacon Street. This office and
address served as headquarters of various other Commu-
nist supporting groups. In the case of the Herndon
Defense Committee, as in that of the Scottsboro De-
fense Committee, the actual records and direction were
from the office of the International Labor Defense.

In 1935 one Donald Burke was in charge of the Massa-
chusetts District of the International Labor Defense.
His membership book shows that he became a member
of the Communist Party in 1925. His wife, Alice Burke,
was a member of the Boston City Committee of the
Communist Party of Massachusetts.

Alice Burke took part in riotous disturbances planned
by members of the Communist Party, including her hus-
band, Donald Burke, of the International Labor Defense.
He then resorted to the resources of the I. L. D. to
provide representation for these defendants in court.

The “Daily Worker” of May 21, 1935, listed one
Edward Speigel at 89 State Street, as an I. L. D. attorney
in Boston. In late 1937 the national office was seeking
to add two Boston attorneys to its roster

Richard B. Moore, a negro, succeeded Burke as head
of the International Labor Defense in the Common-
wealth. At the national conference in June, 1937, Moore
was made a national vice-president and he was trans-
ferred away from Massachusetts.

John Burton Teeling, who operates under the Party
name of Timothy Burr, succeeded him. Teeling’s wife
is known as Mary Gilmartin, and is a member of and
presently employed in the office of the Communist Party,
at 15 Essex Street, Boston. She was the purported owner
of the International Book Shop on Broadway, Boston
(see section entitled “Publications and Bookshops”).
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Teeling has been a member of the Communist Party for
some time. For a period he was on Cape Cod, principally
around Provincetown, and was employed as a teacher on
a W. P. A. project.

One of the methods of promoting Communist prop-
aganda is by means of motion pictures. Teeling testified
that he intended to widen the dissemination of those
motion pictures which are favorable to Communist
objectives and to make it one of the major activities of
the I. L. D. Likewise, the I. L. D. uses films such as
“Heart of Spain,” which it distributes as under the
sponsorship of the “American Medical Bureau to aid
Spanish Democracy,” or similar organizations, as effec-
tive propaganda in behalf of the Leftist forces of Spain.

Some of these films are printed in foreign languages
corresponding to those language groups heretofore shown
to be component parts of the Communist structure in
Massachusetts.

Motion pictures, as well as plays, are a part of the
Communist strategy toward revolution. Portions of the
program of the Cinema Bureau of the International
Union of the Revolutionary Theatre, illustrating the
use of motion pictures as Communist propaganda, are
here given:

Aiming to concentrate and unite the forces of film workers, pro-
fessional and amateur, as well as audiences in the various countries
upon a general platform, using the film as a means for revolutionary
education and mobilization of the toiling masses in the struggle against
Fascism, political reaction threatening imperialist wars, and for the
defense of the Soviet Union, the Cinema Bureau sets itself to the

lowing tasks
1. To unite the creative and technical workers of the film industry,

professionals and amateurs, with the aim of forming film organizations
in different countries on an international scale.

2. To establish audience organizations to be connected with tl
cinema organizations.

3. To create a united front of revolutionary film art, cultural, edi
cational, trade union, and professional organizations.

4. To gather all experiences for the purpose of creating revolutionary
professional and amateur films in various countries. .

(e) To issue a bulletin as a review of international film problems andthe discussion of technical and ideological problems.
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5. To struggle against all war, chauvinistic, pacifist, and other re-
-ctionary films, as well as the bourgeoisie censorship by
(a) Satirical criticisms of bourgeois films after special showings of

these, with accompanying discussions and explanations.
By organizing criticisms and exposures in the presi

(c) Organizing mass protest demonstrations and rallying audie
in protest against reactionary films.

(■d) Popularizing all revolutionary films.
6. To study creative problems in the film industry and to popularize

the achievements of revolutionary film art in the Soviet Union.
To establish a repertory of revolutionary films by —■

(a) Selecting films for the repertory to be shown at all places where
workers gather. .

. .

As one means of raising money, the I. L. D. has run
weekly dances on Saturday evenings at 38 LaGrange
Street, Boston. It also conducts other affairs through-
out Massachusetts. Yearly they conduct an “annual
ball.” That of February 12, 1937, was held at the Ritz
Plaza Hall, which was also the scene of the New' England
Convention of the Communist Party. The twenty-page
program was printed by the Century Press on Leverett
Street, Boston, the Communist Party’s printers. This
program contains a statement of the alleged purposes
of the Industrial Labor Defense, also a short history of
the organization and an invitation to join. The remainder
of the program is devoted to advertisements and paid
“greetings.” Some of these advertisements and personal
greetings are from the following:

Hebrew Carpenters Local 157, Boston, Mass.
Tom Mooney Branch, I, L. D., New Bedford
Women’s Icor Study Club, call Highlands 5816 (listed to Dr. Harry

Chaimson, 232 Seaver Street, Roxbury).
Lettish Workingmen’s Association, 23 Kenilworth Street, Roxbury
Jessica Henderson, 11 Beacon Street, Boston.
John Reed Branch, Beulah Steinberg, Secretary, 83 Ellington Street,

Dorchester.
Russian Branch, I. L. D., Peabody
Hub Thread Company.
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Ten Illustrated Lectures on
Soviet Deama

By Prof. H. W. L. Dana,
Thursday Evenings, Feb. 18th to April 15th,

7.30 p.m.
Peogkessive Labob School of Boston

330 Newbury Street
District Committee, Working

Women’s Councils Branches;
Roxbury, Dorchester (2), Win-

I. E. Freeman, Insurance, 89
Broad St., Boston.

•op, and West End, Boston District Committee, Communist
Party of New England.

Dr, Max Berman, 320 Ferry St
Malden. The Guardian, 56 Pemberton Sq.,

932 Tremont St., Boston.
D. H. Chaimson, 491 Common-

wealth Ave., Boston [one of the
doctors employed by Interna-
tional Workers Order, and
whose telephone number is used
in the advertisement for the
Icoe study group].

Finnish Bath, J. Heikkinen, 390
Granite St., Quincy.

Roy Remar, Attorney, Pem-
berton Building, Boston.

I. W. O. Branch 776.

Dr. Joseph M. Teitelbaum, 8 Win-
ter St., Boston. Dr. Henry N. Rosenberg, 47

McLean St., Boston.

Malden Branch, I. L. D.
Marx, Lenin, Engels, Thomas, Corey, Browder, and Strachey

Holyoke Book Shop, Lending Library
6K Holyoke Street, Harvard Square

Bine Arts Theatre, George
Kraska, Mgr.

Dr. Harry Smith, Salem St.,
Malden.

Scottsboro Branch; Boston. Working Women’s Council of
Winthrop.

Dr. R. A. Simmons, Dentist, 222 Progressive T i f DNorthampton St., Boston. Z In Zl^0!!.0' B° S'
Progressive Labor School of Bos-

ton, 330 Newbury St., near
Massachusetts Ave. Classes in
Marxism, Labor Problems, His-
tory of the United States, the

The Contemporary Dance Group,
Mr. Titus Sparrow, 16 La-Grange St., Boston. gro Question, etc
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John Reed Branch, Workmen’s
Circle (John Reed’s remains
occupy an honored place by the
Kremlin wall in Moscow).

Upholsterers’ Union, Local 136,
84 Leverett St., Boston.

Central School Committee c
Jewish Children’s School c
International Workers Ore

the
the

Women’s Auxiliary, International
Workers Order.

er.

Concord Branch, I. L. D,

Freiheit Gesang Farein of Greater
Boston, Sam Scherter, Organ-
izer.

I. W. 0. Branch :
Section, Peabodv

R nan

Progressive Bookshop, 8 B. ■achI. W. 0. Branch 29, R Be

Greetino fr
Chelsea Barre (Vt.) Branc

Carl A. Melen.
Alex Thaw.

Saul Kessler.
Max Schwartz.
Joseph Potasni Mr. and Mrs. T. Sasserassi,

A. Karlssen.
Frank LoSasso.

Coral’s Beauty Shop

Victor H. Andersc
Jack Johnson.

Freiheit Gesang Farein
Harry Fine.

P. SwarBertha Goldenberg
Jean Matin. Folke Li'jenyn

Arvid Carlson.
Frank Pinto.
Carl Anderson,
John Sandquis
E. Thyden.

Sam Sheppett.

Icon Greeting
N. Baer.
Miss Gold.
M. Yellin.
D. Ricklin.

Geo. Nusn
Geo. Slora
A. Paoetti.
Henry Anderson
Hardy Henkel.
Emile Lefebure.

An integral part of the Communist Party’s program
has been a so-called “defence of the foreign born.”
There has been good reason for this. Particularly in the
early days of the Communist Party of the U. S. A., a
large proportion of its members and agitators were not
citizens of the United States. Communist campaigns to
prevent deportation of alien radicals were in reality

Broadway Art Stud
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campaigns to build defensive support around any at-
tempts to curtail Communist activity in this Common-
wealth. Many present-day members of the Communist
Party in Massachusetts are aliens.

This phase of their program the presentation of
the Communist Party and the International Labor
Defense as defenders of natives of other lands has been
utilized as a means of attracting support both from such
foreign-speaking groups and from others, and as a means
of furthering Marxian propaganda. The International
Labor Defense is an effective arm of the Communist
Party in promoting this part of the program. In April
of 1935 the I. L. D. issued instructions to aliens as follows:

Following these instructions may save you from being railroaded out
of the country on a trumped-up charge.

1. Always remember that Immigration Inspectors have absolutely
no power to compel you to answer any of their questions.

2. Refuse to answer all questions anywhere in jail, at home,
in organization headquarters, on the street except your name,
until you have seen an attorney.

Notify the International Labor Defense (number in phone book).
4. Give no address, place of employment, the country you came

from, when you arrived, whether or not you are a citizen. Don’t
give the name of the ship or the date when you came.

5. Don’t sign anything. Don’t be fooled into answering questions
by an inspector who says he is trying to help you.

6. Deportation hearings are held in private. No workers are
present. The only people in the room are commissioners, stenog-
raphers the defendant and the lawyer. Everything you say is secret.
Don’t try to propagandize the officials at these hearings.

7. Always remember the Department of Labor must prove that
you can be deported. They cannot get a visa to any country unless
they prove you are a citizen of that country. Don’t give them any
free information. It will be used against you.

8. Always remember The Department of Labor has not the
right of arrest without warrant. If an inspector tells you to come
along with him, demand that he show you his warrant. The same
applies if he tries to search your home. He must have a warrant.

Answer no questions. Don’t sign anything
It is necessary to point out that in many recent cases, failure to

follow these simple rules has made it impossible to put up a goodlegal fight against deportation and has to a certain extent also un-dermined the possibilities of developing a mass campaign.
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When the International Labor Defense interests itself
in a non-citizen who is held by a law enforcement agency,
no matter how serious the offence charged, he is immedi-
ately labeled by the I. L. D. with the sympathy-arousing
term of “political prisoner.” This same tactic is used in
the cases of Communists who insert themselves into labor
disturbances for the purpose Of inciting violence. In one
of the I. L. D. pamphlets entitled “20,000 Unknown
Soldiers,” there appears the following:

. . . We are interested in .
. . labor’s prisoners. .

.

. American
law does not recognize political prisoners. It very “democratically”
makes no distinctions between A 1 Capone and Tom Mooney; high-
way robbers and J. B. McNamara; between men who willingly traffic
in the bodies of women and children for dollars and cents and men
who willingly gave their freedom that women and children might
have the right to a decent life.

America did not choose to follow other civilized nations which
back in the last century, recognized the status of political prisoners
and granted themspecial privileges as such. .

.

.

McNamara pleaded guilty to the dynamiting of a Los
Angeles newspaper building which resulted in the death
of a number of innocent persons.

The Communist Party and the International Labor
Defense distort the term “political prisoner” to cover
any sort of felony or misdemeanor. They do not limit
it to the imprisoning or “liquidation” of foes of a ruling
regime, such as is practiced in Soviet Russia and in other
dictatorial governments.

The Communist Party and the International Labor
Defense also preach that those prisoners whom they favor
in the Commonwealth are victims of “frame-ups.”

The International Labor Defense and other Com-
munist supporters prepared to submit to the United
States Congress a bill which defined “political prisoner.”
The effect of this hill was to grant Communists special
privileges. Under paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 the fact that
such defendants believed in and practiced the Communist
program would have given them advantages accorded
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no other law breakers. An outline of the aforesaid bill,
as printed in “20,000 Unknown Soldiers,” follows;

A. step forward towards progress and civili-l

zation . . . has been the preparat a of a model bill to be presented
to congress for enactment into law

The bill defines a political prisor
Any person confined by public

as
authority in jail or other place of
srity of whose sentence or punish-detention by reason of, or the sev

ment or whose proposed deportatic a arises directly or indirectly from
withstanding the nature of the chargesany one of the following causes, not

i the detention is justifie -I

n of political, social economic opmic

ching the necessity or desirability
ic or social system, institutions or

dvocacy 01, or tea

ot change in any political, econom

pport of, membership i articipation in the activities of
any organization or group which «ks by whatever means to change

stem, institution or custom or to
under which the members of such
rn livelihood; participation in a
Title 29, Sec. 113, a strike or any

any political, economic or social sv

aaintain or improve the oondit
organization or group labor to t
labor dispute as defined by U. S. (

other labor disagreement
4. Refusal to bear arms or per n-m other compulsory military

on for service or registration forice or to obey any law or retrula
the military or naval for the United States or any

belief in, ad ■cy ol or teaching the necessity or
iience.

a
desirability of such refusal or disol

All rights and privileges of polit al prisoners shall also be accorded
everity of whose sentence or pun-
religion, color or nationality, and
m is justified shall be immaterial
3r has been detained because of

any person whose detention or t
may be ascribed to his rac

the charge upon which the detentk
m determining whether the prisor

n, color or nationalrac

From time to time the nat
issues “Legislative Letters”
forces and supporters for mass
Congress. We quote excerpt;
No. 2,” dated June 5, 1937;

ional office of the I. L. D.
in which it organizes its

3 pressure upon members of
from “Legislative Letter

H. R. 6391 A particularly dan irous provision, illustrating the. muon OUtgeneral tone of the bill, is thatproviding for the “prompt deportation’
° atly aon' cltizen if he “is convicted in the United States within five



[JuneHOUSE— No. 2100.222

d

years of the institution of deportation proceedings against him of a
crime involving moral turpitude for which the alien is committed to
an institution as a result of such conviction”. .

.
.

These bills represent the most drastic and vicious anti-labor legis-
lation now before Congress.

H. R. 3423 (Starnes, Ala.) Denying Government Departments
that non-citizens in the Canal Zone, the Philippines, etc. were being

American citizens would require, the
at the President may prescribe ex-
necessary to the “efficiency of the

hired at much lower wages than
bill was amended to provide tt
ceptions as in his opinion are
Government”.

R. 4365, H. R. 4356 (Starnes, Ala.)
, finger printing registration of aliens.

. H. R. 4353, H. R. 4354, H
Providing for reduction of quotas
deportation of those on relief, etc

H. R. 4356 (S. 1363) To provide for the deportation of alie
inimical to the public interest and aliens on relief

H. R. 4355 OS. 1364) —To provide for the registration of aliens in
the United States and for other purpose

H. R. 4354 OS. 1366) —To further reduce Immigration after July
Ist 1937 to 10% of the present quota with a minimum for any country
of 100

This billH. R. 4363 OS. 1365) Deportation of alien crin
contains vague and dangerous provisions subjecting non-citizens tc

deportation for “carrying or possessing concealed or dangerous

weapons

Congressmen and SenatorHow to send Protests I
Letters and resolutions urging a Congressman or a Senator to vote

for or against a bill, or protesting against the bill to the Committee
to which it may have been referred, should not merely list the bills
by name or number, but should give some description of the bill to

indicate that the person or organization is aware of the precise nature

of the bill it is supporting or opposing. This is important to avoid
charges of mechanical campaigns.

Also from the “Labor Defender,” July, 1937

(Page 3) ... S. 25 and H. R. 6704, the Sheppard-Hill Bill, is
a blueprint for fascism. We should not allow it to pass.

House Joint Resolution, 390, introduced by Congressman Jerry

O’Connell of Montana, calls for an embargo on arms to Italy and
Germany. Every development of the Spanish situation makes it more
urgent that this Resolution be passed. See that your Congressman

gets behind it. ,

House Resolution 184, introduced by Congressman Bernard,

calls for a congressional investigation of the suppression of civil rights
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in Puerto Rico. Ask your representative to speak for it and bring it
out for vote.

H. R. 5687, H. R. 6183, and H. R. 6245 wouldrestore the traditional
rights of asylum in the United States for religious and political refug<
Your Congressman should be instructed to support these measures

Bernard and O’Connell are two Congressmen previ-
ously mentioned in this report as propagandists for the
International Labor Defense and for the American League
for Peace and Democracy (formerly called the American
League Against War and Fascism).

Defense has taken active part
pi to defend, aid and recruit
Spain. Such assistance was
I at the National Conference

The International Labor
in the Communist campai<
for the Leftist armies in
one of the subjects coverei

held in June of 1937, and
fender” of July, 1937:

reported in the “Labor De-

or the future was clearly defined by
ocraoy in the balance in Spain, we

(Page 10) ... The program
,r conference. With world der

take sides or adopt resolutions and
;ific task. The lives of human beings

realized that we cannot mer
nciples. Ours is a

save them. We must organize sup-
racy in Spain, for the Women and

are at stake and we must help tc
port for the defenders of demoi
Children of Spair

15

y TelegramsRThis Country

J. O’Conn'(By Hon. Jerry

stone . .
. What you can do

Mooney back in San Quentin.
WO BIRDS WITH ONE POW’BRFI

FOR DEMOCRACYIN SPAIN AND FOR T
I heard Dr. Reissig tell you about the resolution I introduced asking

the President to invoke the Neutrality Law against Germany and
Italy. I ask you to do this. I know you come to a lot of these meet-
ings, but we are fighting a terrific battle in the Congress, a reactionary

Department of State,
... I ask you all to take a little bit of time,

a piece of paper and pencil and write to President Roosevelt and
Secretary Hull, to your congressmen and Senators, and tell them what
you think about the situation in Spain. .

. .

As has previously been stated, the widely circulated
monthly magazine of the I. L. D. is the “Labor De-
fender.” In July, 1937, Communists and Communist
supporters on the editorial staff of this magazine were
the following:
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Editor: Sasha Small,

Pacific Coast Editor: Chester A. Arthur, Jr

Editorial Board.
Grace Lumpkin.
Jerre Mangione.
Robert Minor.
Maurice Rosenfield
Walter Wilson*.

Nathan Asch.
Louis Colman.
Anna Damon.
Joseph Freeman
Ned Hilton.
Wm. L. Patterson

Contributing Editon
John Howard Lawson.
Waldo Frank.

Jack Conroy.
Langston Hug

Recent issues of the “Labor Defender” have indicated
a surface suppression of open Communist and Soviet
partisanship, and an effort to spread the same propaganda
with more subtle words and phrases. This is in con-
sonance with the present Communist tactic of “United
Front” for mass appeal. The basic program has not
changed, however, nor has the organization ceased to be
a part of the International Red Aid centered at Moscow.
An example of earlier issues of “Labor Defender” is one
of May, 1930.

The front cover carried the picture of a woman Soviet
worker, and, in large letters, “Defend the Soviet Union!

As part of its program this issue stated that

The “Labor Defender” .
.

. fights for the repeal of the vicious
criminal-syndicalist and anti-sedition laws.

“Labor Defender” fights deportation, alien registration, all attacks
upon the foreign-born.

International solidarity in defense of class war fighters ... is a

central note of “Labor Defender.”

There are May Day greetings from “Literature I. L. D.
Committee” of Norwood.

Other excerpts

Support the right to legal existence of the Communist Party, the

Young CommunistLeague and the new industrial unions!
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Raise the demand again for “No death sentences! No prison sen-
te

With the young worker, Harry, it was different. He was just
learning how to clench his fist. ... He is soon to stand shoulder to
shoulder with . . . thousands of others with clenched fists swinging
in unity.

. . . It is the Young Pioneers of America that is exposing the Boy
Scouts as a jingoist, anti-working class organization.

... It is the
Young Pioneers of America that issued special leaflets and school
bulletins calling upon the workers’ children to participate in all workers’
struggles. . . . Measures are being advocated by professional pay-
tri-ots banded together in such notorious hooligan organizations as
“Veterans of Foreign Wars”, “American Legion”, etc., calling for a
government investigation of the Young Pioneers of America.

. . . The time is fast approaching when the bankers and manu-
facturers of America . . . will be objects of the past, and the workers’
children whom they now imprison and attempt to terrorize, will be,
as full growm adult workers, hammering out in the mills, and factories
a Socialist society under a workers’ and farmers’ government.

From time to time International Labor Defense issues
special pamphlets. These usually concern issues in which
they, the American Civil Liberties Union, and other
United Front organizations are campaigning. Masses
of them emanated from Communist presses during the
Scottsboro and Herndon cases. Excerpts from some
examples already have been quoted herein.

One typical booklet is that entitled “They Gave Their
Freedom”, by Rose Baron (published by International
Labor Defense, 1935), from which we quote excerpts:

(Pages 23-24) One of the greatest leaders the International labor
movement has ever had was the pioneer in this field of labor defense
and relief to the victims of class justice. He was Karl Marx, who in
1848 was himself a fugitive from ruling class justice. .

. .

(Page 25) In addition to its own Prisoners’ Relief activities, from
among its own members and friends the I. L. D. is instrumental in
assisting in organizing groups known as Patronati Committees. These
committees are formed among immigrants from a certain country
(Hungary, Spain, Poland, Greece, etc.). Their main object is to collect
funds from their countrymen to send to the political prisoners of their
homelands and to publicize as widely as they can the horrors which they
have to endure.
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In every country in the world where there is an I. L. D.
organization, and there are seventy-three, this same sort
of prisoners’ relief activity is conducted. But there
is one country that outstrips them all, and that is, of
course, the land where the workers and farmers rule
the Soviet Union. Here more than 8,000,000 workers
and peasants belong to the M. O. P. R. (Soviet I. L. D.).

(Page 29) The I. L. D. fights for recognition that mil mean
better conditions for the prisoners, the right to receive any and all
the literature they wish, unrestricted correspondence, visitors seen
alone and not under the eagle eyes and ears of the warden and his
trusties. Many attempts have been made and successfully to accom-
plish this recognition in fact if not in the letter of the law.

The back cover of the “Educational Bulletin”, issued
in August, 1936, urged members of the I. L. D. to read
“Mayack” (in Russian), which is the official organ of the
M. O. P. R., the Soviet Union section of International
Red Aid. Following the reasoning of all portions of the
Communist Party, that effective “class struggle” involves
effective education in hatreds, this same back cover
stated :

WORKING CLASS USB IT IN EVERY STRUGGLE

PAMPHLETS REMAINSPEECHES ARE FORGOTTEN

The present-day program of the I. L. D., in addition
to building the “United Front,” a labor party, and other
objectives of the Communist Party, include the special
program set forth at their National Conference held in
June of 1937. Some of the points of this program include:

LITERATURE IS A WEAPON IN THE HANDS OF THE

1. “Struggle” against criminal syndicalism and related repress!
legislation.

2. Protection of the foreign-born and the right of asylum
3. The present situation in Puerto Rico.
4. Prison conditions in the United States and the recognition

the status of political prisoners.
5. The events in Spain today and their significance to American

people.
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In a special letter preparatory to the aforesaid con-
ference, the National office wrote to the Massachusetts
headquarters of I. L. D. as follows:

wing means by which the neces-We desire to suggest tin
Trough reaching affiliated organi-
it branch, such as the I. W. 0.,

sary delegation can be secured. T
zations in the neighborhood of yol
trade unions, etc., . .

.

that the Conference wouldThis special letter stated
deal in part with

it, in regard to united frontsIDevelopments in the United
existing or contemplated in January, 1936, and those which have
been developed or have come into existence since then. The forms
of united front developed in that period on a regional, local or na-
tional scale, and the role of the I. L. D. in these united fronts. .

.

.

It will deal critically with our role in such movements as the United
Front on Spain, with the trade-unions, and with the developing Civil
Rights movement.

This National Conference held at the Hotel Washing-
ton, Washington, D. C., on June 19, 20 and 21, 1937,
itself was a successful application of the “United Front”
tactic. Participating organizations listed in the official
minutes were:

American Civil Liberties Union.
American League Against War and Fascism

American Committee for the Defense of Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners.

American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born.
International Juridical Association.
International Workers Order,

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners.
National Negro Congress.
North American Committee for the Defense of Spanish Democracy.
Scandinavian Seamen’s Club.
Scottsboro Defense Committee.
Washington Tom Mooney Defense Committee

Beulah Steinberg was a delegate from Boston
Earl Browder, General Secretary and chief of the Com-

munist Party, U. S. A., personally extended greetings
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to the conference. His address and that of Vito Mar-
cantonio, President of International Labor Defense, were
reprinted in the “Daily Worker” (official newspaper
of the Communist Party, U. S. A.) on June 26, 1937.
This conference sent special greetings to Ella Reeve
(Mother) Bloor, long time revolutionary and a member
of the Central Committee
U. S. A. The minutes show
ing action (page 9):

of the Communist Party,
that it also took the follow-

On previous proposal of Mr. Wil
Union, a delegation was elected tc
the passage of a provision in the re!
born workers from relief unless th

of the American Civil Libertie;
go to Congress to protest against
;f bill which would exclude foreign-
iy have applied for naturalization

papers

The Communist Party intends to use the I. L. D. as one
of its arms in control and domination of a large number
of C. I. O. unions (see section entitled “Labor” in this
report). This is evidenced by the “Party Organizer”
of September, 1937 (a publication issued by the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, U. S. A., for the
instruction of functionaries):

(Page 26)
. . . With the upsurge of the big industrial unions and

with the rising movement against the reactionary measures of the
Tories, the task of the I. L. D. will become a much greater one. Its
future will be bound up more and more with the struggle that will
arise from the development of the People’s Front in the United
States. . . .

. . . There are no excuses for state organizations that have grown
in strength and in political ability not taking such steps as will make
of the I. L. D. one of the bulwarks of labor. In line with the plenum
discussions and decisions, the district bureaus, will have to review
their activities in relation to the I. L. D. for the purpose of increasing
their cooperation and support and assigning new capable forces.

Icor has as its purpose the colonization and support
of Biro Bid] an, one of the Soviet Socialist Republics
within Soviet Russia. The organization has been sup-
ported by persons in Massachusetts. Many of these
contributors have no connection and no sympathy what-

Icor.
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ever with the Communist Party. Icor has, however,
Communist as well as non-Communist support, and, in
turn, supports the Communist Party as hereinafter noted.
Its headquarters are in New York City. Its Boston
branch is at the Twentieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street,
and, according to the witness Morris Fishman, has been
in charge of one Weiberg, a storekeeper in Boston. Icor
is shown as a contributor for the Communist Party of
Massachusetts in the financial records of that Party.
Advertising for Icor has been placed in various Com-
munist publications circulated in Massachusetts. The
advertising placed in the “Morning Freiheit” has been
ordered by one Yellin.

The telephone of Dr. Harry Chaimson, who resides
at 232 Seaver Street, Roxbury, is used as a source of in-
formation concerning “Women’s Icor Study Club.” Dr.
Chaimson is one of the physicians employed by the In-
ternational Workers Order and is a contributor to the
Communist Party. His is one of the names which the
treasurer of the Communist Party attempted to delete
from his financial records, and which was restored as
noted in the section entitled “Financial Records” of
this report. Dr. Chaimson serves as a physician for
the International Workers Order and for the Friends
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, the latter a name under
which Communists are working to send Americans to
Spain to fight in the Leftist army.

From the 1936-37 records of the (Communist) Pro-
gressive Labor School it appears that courses were given
by the faculty at the “Biro Bidjan Institute,” which the
Commission believes refers to the Icor study group.

This same organization (Icor) was one of the Com-
munist-supporting groups which sponsored and held pic-
nics and mass meetings at Camp Unity, Franklin, during
the summer of 1937.

Schools.
One of the most important tasks of the Communist

Party is training its adherents in the theory and practice
of Marxism-Leninism. Marx said: “When theory seizes
hold of the masses it becomes a material force.”
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According to Stalin:
Theory becomes immaterial if it is not connected with revolutionary

practice. Just as practice gropes in the dark if its path is not illumined
by revolutionary theory.

Hence, a deep knowledge of the ideology of Marx and
Lenin, and an understanding of their teachings of its
practice, is one of the necessary ingredients to build Com-
munist leadership in the “class struggle,” and so divert
that struggle that it will lead to government under
Bolshevik control. According to an outline issued by
the Agit-Prop (Agitation-Propaganda) Commission of the
Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A., on

October 23, 1934, study and application of Marxism and
Leninism were necessary:

Correct policies in carrying through the united front in the
struggle against the NRA and for the immediate demands of the
workers, in the struggle against the A. F. of L. bureaucracy, in broad-
ening the struggle for Negro liberation, the struggle of the toiling

farmers, in aiding revolutionary movements internationally, demand
a clear understanding of the class forces at work in the present period
and of Communist strategy and tactics.

The struggle against War and Fascism and for the defense of the
Soviet Union needs a clear understanding of the State, of bourgeois
democracy, of the dictatorship of the proletariat, of imperialism, of

reformismthe role of social-democracy and
social-democracy of all types of fas-
ises needs an ability to transmit to

Overcoming the influence
cist demagogues among the mai

the masses the real meaning of
Every Party member must be

present events and developments,
a good agitator and propagandist,

rwery rainy incmuci D f
and he can only be that when he has mastered the essentials ot

Marxism-Leninism.
In problems of Party growth our problem of building a mass

Party, of developing cadres, of preventing a large turnover of mem-

bership, and educating our new members in the principles of Com-

munism and the role of the Party, is closely bound up with the spread

of Marxism-Leninism among our members, of making mtelligen,
convinced Communists of those who join us.

The works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and other Manast-
Leninists, the resolutions and documents of the Communist Interna-
tional and the Communist Party, magazines such as “The Communist
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and the “Communist International,” pro\

ment for every Communist.
issary equip-

The Agit-Prop Commission made it obligatory that
the Communist Party of Massachusetts should educate
not only its members but also that “fractions” (which
means any group of Communists within non-Communist
organizations) should have the responsibility of spread-
ing Communist doctrine among their co-members who
were non-Communist.

Each unit of the party and each
must take the responsibility of educ
attendance at the Party schools, ui

basic works of Marxism-Leninism a
study circles, and spreading the thf
masses, in all organizations within w

i fraction in mass organizations
:ating the members, encouraging
ging self-study and reading the
nd current literature, organizing
;ory of the class struggle to
;iich they work.

This campaign is to center about two main tasks; The widest poi

sible distribution of the 10th Anniversary edition of Joseph Stalin’s
“Foundations for Leninism.”

The building of libraries in the Party units and in the mass organi-
zations for the purposes of study.

.
. .

city-wide and District scale will in-
a large hall and well publicized in
The main speaker should deliver an
revolutionary theory in the revolu-

The other activities on a
elude; Special meetings held in
advance with a good program
extended report on the “role of
tionary movement”. The meeting is to be organized under the
auspices of the Party with the cooperation of the Workers’ School and
the literature department.

The various districts, sections and other units of the
Communist Party have for a number of years conducted
classes under the guidance of Communist officialdom.
This applies not only to the Communist Party but to its
satellites, foreign language Workers’ Clubs, the Inter-
national Workers Order and other Left-Wing groups.
The following appears in the manifesto and principles
adopted in 1934 by the Eighth Convention of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A.;

(Page 55) Greater progress must be shown in the promotion of
new cadres from the ranks of the workers. . . . This applies not only
to the Party, but to the revolutionary mass organizations. The rais-
ing of the political and the critical level of the entire Party member-
ship, the training of the new cadres, require the more serious devel-
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opment in the industrial sections and strengthening the national
school. The workers’ schools play an important part in the spread-
ing of Marxism-Leninism among broad sections of workers and pro-
letarian student bodies. Therefore, greater attention must be given
by the District Committees to the strengthening of the existing work-
ers’ schools, the establishing of more workers schools, especially in
the larger industrial centers.

At the New England District Convention held March
24, 1934, the following resolution was passed:

The establishment of the Workers School since the last Convention
and its expansion to 175 students has been an aid to the solution of
the Organizational situation. The school has served as a source of
new members and as an instrument to raise the ideological level of
the membership. Together with the establishment of the School
there has been some improvement in the general agitation and propa-
ganda work of the Party.

In Springfield the Communist Party has had an edu-
cational center since 1933 with classes averaging from
thirty to forty. In other communities of the Common-
wealth where the International Workers Order has
branches, or where there are branches of the Finnish
Federation, of the Lithuanian Workers’ Association or
of other Marxian Language Groups, classes are held for
the study of Marxism and Leninism.

In the spring of 1937 the Communists announced
special classes in Worcester under the guise of a trade
union school. It is to be noted that the instructor is
Otis A. Hood, the chairman of the Communist Party of
Massachusetts

From “Worcester Worker,” published by the Com-
munist Party of Worcester, May 1, 1937:

Progressive Trade Union School will be opened in Worcester.
1. To build the trade unions in the city of Worcester.
2. To hold these unions together after they are organized. In

order to fulfill these tasks, hundreds of leaders must be trained to
understand the theory of trade union organization and how to put
this theory into practice.

The subjects to be taught and the length of the courses will be
decided by the student body. The following are suggested:
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Ui1. History of the American T
2. Problems of Organization:

(a) Strategy and Tactics.

Ac

(b) Trade Union Educatio:
Parliamentary Rules
Public Speaking

Elementary Economic

)e Otis A. Hood. Mr. Hood is a
;al 10 of Boston. He has had a
labor classes in Boston, Haver-

The instructor for this school will
member of the Plasterers’ Union Lo
great deal of experience in teaching
hill and Lynn. He has worked a; a volunteer organizer for the
C. I. 0. in Lawrence and has just completed a course for trade union
officials under the auspices of the C. I. 0. in Providence, R. I. Mr.
Hood will be in Worcester for the next few months and has offered
his services for this school.

Those who are interested in attending these classes can come to the
school office at 126 Green Street, on Monday, May 3, before 7:30 p.m.
for registration.

At the Ninth Convention of the Communist Party,
U. S. A. (1936), one of the resolutions was as follows:

We must organize a schooling system that will guarantee the main-
tenance of the tempo in supplying the leading forces with the growtl
and the new tasks of the Party.

The Communists consider that they have enhanced
radicalization of education in schools other than their
own by a “United Front” victory in the Teachers’ Union
at the A. F. of L. In considering the following excerpts,
two things should be borne in mind; that the word “So-
cialists” is often used by Communists to designate them-
selves as well as members of the Socialist Party. They
claim, according to their Massachusetts State Secretary,
that “A Socialistic state is the lower form and the Com-
munistic is a higher form of social order we stand for.”

“Militant Socialist” usually means Left-Wing or
Communist. Also there is an alliance on the basis of a
“United Front” between the Communist Party and the
Socialist Party. The Communist application of the word
“Fascist,” as hereinbefore noted, applies to any person or
group who opposes the theory or practices of the Com-
munist Party. Concerning this victory in the Teachers’
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Union, see “Build the United Front,” by Earl Browder
(Workers Library Publishers), 1936:

The “Old Guard” demanded the unconditional subordination
of the Socialist teachers to the reactionary administration of the
Teachers’ Union in a move towards the Right, in the wrecking of the
democracy of the union and its subordination to a Right-wing dicta-
torship. Really, the Right wing was in the role of teaching the
teachers the road to Fascism. All the progressive forces in the
Union rallied in a broad united front to resist this reactionary move-
ment. The Militant Socialists had to choose which 'way they would
go the “Old Guard” way,

... or the Left-wing way, towards the
united front of all progressive forces including the Communist
We must greet with joy the fact that they chose the road of the pro-
gressive united front, even though they had to come fresh from the
committee room from which they signed the peace pact with the
“Old Guard”. That was a heartening sign of an essentially healthy
development, not of apparent surrender to the “Old Guard”. It
was the sign of invincible power of the urge towards unity that ii
moving among the masses

Formerly the Workers School of Boston was con-
ducted at the headquarters of the Communist Party,
then at 919 Washington Street, Boston.

One course given in the Workers School during the
spring of 1934 was that of trade union strategy. We
quote the outline of study;

Toward Class Struggle Unionism:
a. Textile, Miners and Needle Strikes
b. Rationalization, the Crisis and its effects on the working
class.
c. Importance of unorganized, unskilled and semi-skilled and
basic industries.
d. Fascization of A. F. of L. Musteism; radicaiization of the
masses.
e. From propaganda stage to independent leadership.
/. Organization of new unions.
g. Organization of T. U. U. L. (Needle, Textile, Miners,
Food, etc.).

Additional Reading:

“Bankruptcy of American Labor Movement,” by Wm. Z.
Foster.
“The Passaic Strike,” by Mary Heaton Yorse (of the Federal
Indian Bureau).

“Left Wing Unionism,” by David Sapo:
The Trade Union Unity League Today,” by Nathaniel Honig.
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Mary Heaton Verse's writings in a number of instances
have been required reading by Communists. She is, or
at least has been until recently, an official in the Indian
Bureau of the Department of the Interior. (Doctor)
David Saposs is at the present time chief economist of
the National Labor Relations Board.

Continuing the outline for trade union strategy;

Work in the Factory

1. The Factory as Base of Activity and Struggle
a. The class struggle is affected by factory struggles:

1. Unity of all workers best established in shop activit
2. Organization of unorganized on basis of str

b. Leadership from ranks built through struggles
1. Defeat of Social-Fascists and Fascist through shop strug

4. Skillful Approach and Making Conta
a. W 3w-up work, keeping recor

1. Individual approach at homes, shop, etc.
2. Meetings with readers of papers, club members, et

b. Observation of and reacting to peculiarities of workers
atience and convincir

United Front Actions from B
a. Struggle for realizable demandc

1. For changing shop rules, hostile foremen, machines
2. Against wage-cuts, favoritism, tyranny, spies, firine

3. Loud discussions in dressing rooms lifting heavy loads of
fellow workers.

2. Being a mixer (danger against Sci; the

Union members must not “group” themselves separately.

y-to-day activitie
;ral talk about un

Seizing upon smallest questions and issue
Formulating and discussing demands wit
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b. To expose and defeat boss tricks to divide workers,
1. Protest actions, stoppages, workers’ delegations, et

14. Developing Trade Union Campaigns in Shop

a. Linking up with concrete shop issue
1. Unemployment, anti-war, anti-Fascist, May Ist, etc

1. Strike as Basis of Independent Leaders of Struggle
a. To develop striking power, strategy and tactics:

1. Importance of planning and preparations.
2. Danger of mechanical and burocratic attitudes
3. Building revolutionary unions and opposition work
4. Develop leadership on basis of winning workers.

2. Preparation through Intensive Agitation and Organiza-
tion

a. Raising question of strike before workers:
1. Taking initiative and not waiting for reformists.
2. Calling open and semi-open meetings.
3. Warning workers against reformists, role of the Stat

etc.

4. Setting up Action Committees led by best workers.
5. Insufficient preparations no excuse for inaction; no

spontaneity.

3. Time Element, Peculiarities of Industry, etc.
a. Danger of passing moods or delay and hesitation;

1. Seasonal nature of the industry
2. Competition in the industry.
3. Basic or consumer goods industry.
4. Department, shop and general strike:

Short and long-drawn-out struggles

4. Grievances and Demands as Basic of United Action
a. Discussion on concrete, clear and realizable demands:

1. Demands for Youth, Women and Negro.
2. Conference of workers and delegates’ meetir
3. Special conferences of women, youth, etc.
4. Turning defence of conditions into offensive struggle

7. Finance and Relief Committees and Campaigns
a. Campaign for funds and relief part of preparation

1. Danger of delay or sole reliance on relief.
2. Relation of the W. I. R. to Relief Committee
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b. Methods and forces for apparatus and campaigns;
1. Auxiliaries of strikers’ families, neighborhood campaigns
2. Solidarity drives in shops and organizations.
3. Intellectuals, farmers, small business men, et

Picketing and Defence Activity8,

a. Mobilizing all categories of workers in mass picketing:
1. Careful selection of leading pickets, captains, women, etc.

2. Relays, time discipline, place of picketing, etc.
b. Defence squads and mass struggle against boss agents.

1. Elements of surprise and other forms.
2. Offensive against police terror, gangsterism, etc.
3. Carrying struggle to homes of scabs.

9, Struggle against Enemy Acts and Movements
a. Struggle against Right and Left deviations.

1. Against conciliation and Social Fascist attitudes.
2. Employment and charity organizations as scab agencies.

Against spies, citizens’ committees, demagogy, etc.
b. Methods of struggle against employers’ associations, in-

timidation, etc.
1. Exposures, demonstrations and United Front actions.

2, Meeting “Red Scare,” patriotic religious issues, injunc
tions, etc.

3. Rumors, slander, whispering campaigns, etc

Broadening Strike to Other Shops and to Industry
a. Building unity with unemployed, unorganized, etc.:

10.

1. Increasing the tempo in all phases of struggle,
2. Intensifying strike when reformists sell out.
3. Demanding reports and mass discussion.

h. Methods of politicalizing the struggle
1. Reacting to general issues affecting the struggle

2. Struggle against evictions, discrimination against strikers.
3. Raising question of government relief for strikers.
4. Demonstrations, mass delegations, political agitation, etc.
5. Combating capitalist press, politicians, etc.

12. Ending the Strike: Retreat v. Rout, Settlement, etc.
a. Importance of knowledge when to end strike;

1. No rigid settlements; partial victoriei
2. Organized retreat to save morale.
3. Consolidation organization gains.
4. Impermissibility of abandoning strike area at conclusion
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b. Back-to-work movements:
1. Attitude toward returning worke
2. Difficulty of struggle on wide front.
3. Shifting struggle to individual boss or shop
4. Continuing struggle by other means.

c. Working out a localized program:
1. Meeting with returning workers.
2. Reorganizing local committees.
3. Organizational activities to protect ga:
4. Intensifying education and organization aotivit

d. Permissible and impermissible compromises:
1. Nature of agreements, danger of legalism.

2. Discrimination, wage cuts, recognition, promises, e
Utilizing differences in bosses alone:
1. Danger of reliance on maneuvers alon<
2. Condition of market, competition, etc

Care of negotiations, when and how to act
4. Using intermediaries, how to hold gains, fighting arbi-

tration.

It is plain from this outline that the Communist strat-
egy is that one “struggle” shall be the basis for a new one
and for further radicalization.

In October, 1934, one Harvey Grant was director of
the Workers School of Boston. An announcement then
issued stated the school had been in existence for two
previous years. From this announcement:

The Workers School functions on the basis of the economic, political
Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and has
eparability of revolutionary theory

and philosophic teachings of Marx,
as its fundamental principle the im
from revolutionary practice. The
is to equip the workers with the
Marxism-Leninism'and its effective
gles against the capitalist class tow;

centra! aim of the Worke
nowledge and understanding of

■ application in their militant strug-
ard the decisive proletarian victory.
an integral part of a whole systemThe Workers School of Boston

of Workers Schools throughout the United State
The Workers School is not an academic institution. It participates

in all the current struggles of the working class. It takes part in

strikes, campaigns, demonstrations; it supplies speakers, agitators
and organizers; it stimulates working-class educational and cultural
movements and various studies; and it co-operates with the workers
fraternal and cultural organizations in the establishment of forums,
classes and study circles.
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We present the list of coursei

List op Courses

Mondays beginning October 1, 1954
Principles of Communism N. Sparks, Mary Evans, Sidney Bloom-

field.

This course is indispensable as an introductory course and should
be taken by everyone who intends to make a thorough study of the
theory of Marxism-Leninism. This course aims to give the student
a general understanding of the fundamental elements of the revolu-
tionary movement of the proletariat.

The Two World systems of society, the economic crisis and its
causes, the general crisis of capitalism, imperialist contradictions,
imperialist wars, proletarian revolution, the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, and the role of the Communist Party as vanguard of the
working class, are the main topics studied in this class.

Public Speaking Paul Burns.
(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism; or both courses may be

taken at the same time.)

This course is open to all who have desire and sufficient knowl-
edge to speak. It aims at training workers in proper organization
of speeches, delivery, voice control and effective agitation and
propaganda.

Marxism-Leninism I N. Sparks
(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism and Political Economy A.)
This course has for its purpose the study of the correct understanding

of Scientific Socialism in the light of its historical development. It
'"’ill embrace the study of the basic economic, political and philosophic
doctrines of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and their application to
the analysis and interpretation of the proletarian class struggle, of the
contradictions of capitalism, of the class forces leading to the Prole-
tarian Revolution, the Dictatorship of the Proletarian and the Classless
Society.

Revolutionary Traditions and Problems of the Negro People -

Eugene Gordon.
This course will be given only at the South End Branch of the

Workers School, 1029 Tremont Street.
This course traces the arrival of the African Negro to the Virginia

Colony, originally in the status of an indentured servant. It follows
him through his development to slavery, abolition of chattel slavery.
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the enslavement of Negroes under capitalism and the development and
problems of the Negro liberation movement today.

This course will deal with the present conditions of the Negroes and
the methods and organizational forms to win them to the revolutionary
struggle for the self-determination of the Negroes in the Black Belt
and against capitalist exploitation.

Wednesdays beginning October 3, 19,

History of the American Working Class I Harvey Grant

(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism.)
This course will begin with a study of the problems of early Ameri-

can history. It will contain a historic outline of the origin and de-
velopment of trade unions, of the Knights of Labor and particularly
of the American Federation of Labor.

Trade Union Strategy and Tactics Jack McCarthy

This course will offer an analysis of recent development in the labor
movement. It will study the social historical roots of the labor
movement, and will apply the new methods of work of the Red Inter-
national of Labor Unions to concrete problems and struggles of the
revolutionary unions, and the opposition groups within the reformist
unions. It will make a special study of strike strategy in this period
and will take up concrete immediate tasks of the Trade Union Unity
League and the methods and forms of the struggle against unem-
ployment, rationalization, and the imperialist war danger.

Political Economy A Harvey Grant
The course in Political Economy has for its aim the study of the

economic teachings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels and con-
tinued by Lenin. The study of this basic element of Marxism-Len-
inism is essential for every member of the Proletarian Revolutionary
movement and for every student of Marxism-Leninism. It embraces
the study of the basic laws and contradictions of the economic system
of capitalism, and the rdle of the working class in the struggle against
the capitalist system.

The theory of value, capital, and surplus value, are the main topioi
dealt with in this subdivision of Political Economy.

Thursdays beginning October
Organization Principles Sidney Bloomfield (open to C. P. and

Y. C. L. members only).

This course has the object of training functionaries to an under-
standing of how to apply the organization principles of Marxism-
Leninism to the concrete situation of the class struggle in the U. S. A.
today. It will study how the organizational forms and methods of
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the Party must correspond to the concrete forms and methods of the
struggle. It will deal with the nature and importance of working
class organization, the r6le of the Party and its relation to the work-
ing class, tasks of the Party nucleus, meaning and methods of mass
work, and factory concentration on the basis of specific Party cam-
paigns

Principles or Communism Sidney Bloomfield

Fridays beginning October 5, 1934-
Principles of Communism Mary Evani

Elementary Russian Sonia Hershman.

History of American Labor Movement II Harvey Grant.
(Prerequisite; History of American Labor Movement I.)
This course will include the developments in the Labor movement

from 1905 to the present with special emphasis on the program and
tactics of the I. W. W. (Industrial Workers of the World), of the
American Federation of Labor in the pre-war and post-war periods,
and of the Trade Union Unity League.

Intermediate Russian Sonia Hershman.

Announcing a Current Event Class (every Saturday).
Leading speakers will conduct this discussion group throughout the

term. It will give a Marxist-Leninist analysis of current happenings
in the National and International scene.

During this period the Workers School presented as
part of its training certain material which was set forth
by the Resolution passed at the Eighth Session of the
Central Council of the Red International of Labor Unions,
under the title of “The Tasks of the Revolutionary Trade
Union Organizations in the Work at the Factories.”
The following are excerpts therefrom:

Every Factory a Fortress.
(Page 1) The factory, and the big factory, in the first place must

be won and must become the fortress of the revolutionary trade union
movement such is the fundamental slogan of the international
trade union movement at the present time.

The reconstruction of the revolutionary trade union movement on afactory basis must go on from day to day as an inseparable compo-nent part of the preparation and leadership of concrete strikes and
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other forms of mass struggle, and the revolutionary action of the
workers and the unemployed against the present offensive of capital.

(Page 2) The fundamental method of work of the factory groups
is the tactic of the united front from below by way of drawing into
the day-to-day struggle the broadest masses of workers in the given
factory, irrespective of their political convictions, sex or age ... it
should immediately respond to the every day needs and require-
ments of the workers of its factory, .

.
. filled with live day to day

content on concrete questions of the organization of the workers in
the factory and their mobilization for the struggle in defense of their
interests - it is only in this way that the factory revolutionary trade
union group will be able to win the confidence of the working masses.

To seize everything, including the smallest of questions which arise
in the day-to-day life of the factories, to mobilize the working masses
for the struggle for their vital demands such is the chief task of
the groups in the factories.

To penetrate into the factories and to establish contact, dozens of
methods may be utilized.

(Page 3) Systematic discussion of questions of defense of the
workers interests in the given factory at regularly convened meetings
of members of a given trade union working in a given factory
the organization of meetings of the editorial committees of the revo-
lutionary papers and journals to which the workers of the given fac-
Tory who are in sympathy should be invited

the sale of the revolutionary trade union press, particularly
of specially published factory newspapers and establishment of con-
tact in the spreading of such Press,

Individual conversation with workers at the factory gates
before they leave or begin work, in restaurants, etc., etc.

. . . Organization of flying meetings at the factory gates.
. . . Penetration of workers’ meetings organized by the reformist

and employers so as to establish contact with these workers in oppo-
sition to and dissatisfied with the policy of their leaders.

. . . Utilization of the revolutionary minded unemployed and late
workers formerly engaged in the factory, etc., etc.

(Page 4)
... the factory trade union groups (or sections) should

1. Be built up according to the shops and shifts, consisting of
elected shop and shift trade union delegates.

2. Prepare and carry through mass action, relying upon the various
factory'- organizations such as factory shop committees, revolutionary

delegates, workers’ delegation, elected delegates, various kinds of com-
mittees of struggle, strike committees, and committees of struggle
against lock-outs, etc.

3. The factory groups must be surrounded with a network of mass
organizations openly existing and formally unconnected with the fac-
tory of organizations, such as mutual aid funds, cultural and educa-
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tional circles, clubs, sport groups, etc., taking upon themselves the
initiative of the formation of such groups and adopting measures, so
that every one of them should have a firm kernel of consistent adher-
ents of the revolutionary trade union movement; these organizations
should, at the same time, be the organizational base for the mass
work.

(Page 5) Two dangers must be avoided in this in their interrela-
tions with the organs of struggle: (a) naked commanding and the
striving to lead by orders; (b) the separation of the organs of the
struggle from the revolutionary trade union factory groups.

...
To penetrate into all enemy organizations which exist in the

factory, also into all those organized by the employers (workers’
mutual aid funds, sport, etc.), to utilize all meetings which are called
by these organizations, to utilize as far as possible also their promises
(names, etc.), so as to get into contact with the workers who are
members of these organizations, and by way of persistent educational
work to van them over to the side of the revolutionary trade union
movement.

. . . The factory newspaper, legal and illegal trade union literature
and the press of other mass revolutionary trade union organizations,
should be widely utilized for spreading the slogans and directives of
the revolutionary trade union movement among the workers in the
factory.

... To the extent the union of the revolutionary activity of the
proletariat and the consolidation of its class factory organization grows,
to that extent will the possibility of repressions become more difficult
and the conditions of revolutionary work in the factories become
easier.

. . . Every event in the factory and outside it which affects the
interests of the masses (reduction of wages, dismissal for revolutionary
work, deductions, petty tyranny on the part of foremen, cases of
injury, etc.) must be immediately taken advantage of in individual
agitation, by way of the holding of meetings if possible in the place
of work and the shops (even though these meetings be numerically
small), so as to explain what has to be done, and to defend the interests
of the workers, and also by way of elucidating all the questions of the
struggle of the workers for their vital demands in the factory news-
papers or special leaflets.

. . . In waging mass recruiting campaigns, and applying the methods
of persistent and individual education of separate workers, the factory
shop groups and sections must continually widen their ranks both from
among the unorganized workers and from the membership of the
reformist Christian and other reactionary trade unions.

The T. U. U. L. unions then existed in the Common-
wealth. They were creations of the Communist Party.
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They followed the theory of industrial unionism as at-
tempted by the Industrial Workers of the World and more
lately applied by the Committee for Industrial Organiza-
tion. One Communist author has recently stated that
the T. U. U. L. “supplied the heart, the C. I. 0. supplied
the muscle.”

School. He is a member of the Teachers’ Union. He was
one of the organizers and head of the Workers Ex-Service-
men’s League, which marched on Washington during
three different years. This League is a Communist
organization and Levin is a Communist functionary.
He has also been one of the lecturers sponsored by the
W. P. A. Speakers’ Bureau.

From the announcement of the spring term, May 6 to
June 28, 1935: .

. The Workers School is the only
institution of Greater Boston equipped to give a sound
foundation of Marxist-Leninist theory.

. .

.” Some of
the courses during the fall term were repeated, with these

History of the Communist International SidneyBloomfield
In this course the background and the crystallization of the revolu-

tionary forces in the period of the collapse of the Second International
will be discussed, the successful struggles for Bolshevik principles and
the organization in the formative period of the Communist Inter-
national, the further development and consolidation of the Communist
International on the basis of the theory and practice of Marxism-
Leninism and the Role of the Communist International as the world
leadership of the Proletarian Revolution.

History of the American Working Class II Harvey Grant
This course will include the development in the labor movement

from 1905 to the present, with special emphasis on the program and
tactics of the I. W. W. (Industrial Workers of the World), of the
American Federation of Labor in the pre-war and post-war periods,
and of the Trade Union Unity League.

Elementary Russian • Roisen

Historical Materialism Harvey Grant.
(Prerequisite: Marxism and Leninism. Open to members of the

C. P., Y. C. L. trade unions and mass organizations.)

In 1935 Emanuel Levin became director of the Workers

addition;
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The first term of this course will cover the following subjects:
Marxism-Leninism as the Proletarian world conception; productive
forces and production relations; classes and class struggle; freedom
and necessity; the role of personality and accident; recurrent and
parallelism in history; the Marxist-Leninist theory of the State and
Proletarian Dictatorship; the Marxist-Leninist teachings on Revolu-
tion.

Levin, director of the Workers School, was tendered a
reception and dinner at 6 Byron Street, Boston, on Octo-
ber 12, 1935, in celebration of the fourth year of the
school. The main speaker was A. Markoff, director of
the Workers School in New York City.

From the fall term, October 21 to December 27, 1935,
prospectus we quote:

Courses.
Principles of Communism Emanuel Levin, M. Libby

This course is indispensable as an introductory course and should
be taken by every one who intends to make a thorough study of the
theory of Marxism-Leninism.

The two World Systems of Society, imperialism and the general
crisis of capitalism, the tactics of the united front in the struggle
against war and fascism ....

Political Economy I George Blake, Harry Marks,
(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism: or both courses may be

taken at the same time.)
The course in Political Economy has for its aim the study of the

economic teachings laid down by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels and
continued by Lenin.

Political Economy II George Blake.
(Prerequisite; Political Economy I.)

Marxism-Leninism I Emanuel Levin
(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism and Political Economy I

or their equivalent.)
. . . Basic economic, political and philosophic doctrines of Marx,

Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and their application to the analysis and
interpretation of the proletarian class struggle. .

.
.

Marxism-Leninism II Harvey Grant
(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism and Political Economy I

or their equivalent.)



HOUSE — No. 2100. [June246

. . . The course will concretely apply the lessons of Marxism-
Leninism to the specific problems of the Communist Party as the
vanguard of the proletariat.

Organizational Principles —S. Bloomfield (open to C. P. and
Y. C. L. members only).

A study of Marxist-Leninist organization principles, the theory and
application to the concrete situation of the class struggle today. The
role of the Party and the forms and methods of organization will be
the basis of this course.

Trade Unionism Strategy and Tactics S. Bloomfield.

Problems op the Negro Liberation Movement Richard B.
Moore.

It will deal with the methods and organizational forms to win the
negro people to the revolutionary struggles for the self-determination
of the negroes in the Black Belt and against capitalist exploitation.
It will analyze these struggles of the negro masses as an integral part
of the struggle of the workers, . . . This course will be given at 558
Massachusetts Avenue, Boston.

Social and Political Forces in American History —• Harvey
Grant.

(Prerequisite: Principles of Communism or its equivalent; or both
courses may be taken at the same time.)

This course surveys American History from the Marxian Viewpoint

History of American Labor Movement Harvey Grant.

(Prerequisite; Principles of Communism or its equivalent; or both
courses may be taken at the same time.)

This course will review the formative period of the American Labor
movement from the Civil War to 1900. It will analyze the further
development of the labor movement in the epoch of imperialism,
including the period of the Roosevelt New Deal.

Special Course
1. Current Problems of the Labor Movement (to be announced)
2. English for Workers (to be announced).
3. Shop Paper and Leaflet Preparation (to be announced).

The Workers School published a student Journal called
the “Student Spark.” In its issue of January, 1936,
Comrade Schuyler suggested:
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I think that the “Spark” is a good start for losing part of our sec-
tarianism. Why not change the name of “Workers School” to “Com-
monwealth College of Economics,” beginning next term, or “Institute
of Political Economics.”

A year later the name of the school was changed. The
circulation manager of the “Student Spark” was Char-
lotte Sugar, elsewhere mentioned herein as a Communist
functionary and at present assigned to rubber workers
at Watertown.

Philip Frankfeld, now head of the Communist Party
in Massachusetts, succeeded Sidney Bloomfield and took
over the teaching of Organizational Principles and of
Trade Union Strategy and Tactics. Levin added a
course on Current Events:

. . . Events as Fascist Italy’s adventure against Ethiopia, Japanese
aggression in China, the Soviet Peache Policy, theFarmer Labor Party
or People’s Front in the United States latest developments in the
American Organized Labor Movement, Constitution and Supreme
Court.

The school conducted a special course by Richard B.
Moore. Moore is a negro Communist functionary who
was until recently in charge of the International Labor
Defense branch in Massachusetts.

The announcement of Moore’s course was as follows:

An Unusual Course
‘The Negro in History and World Politic

Richard B. Moore, Instructor
Ten Lectures

Outline

I. Race Theories and the True Role of the Negro in World
History.

11. The Invasion of Africa and the Enslavement of the Negro.
HI. The Negro in the New World Heroic Struggles for Freedom.
IV. The Haitian Revolution and the Abolition of Chattel Slavery.

V. Civil War and Reconstruction in the United States.
VI. The New Slavery —an Oppressed People.

VII. Imperialism and the Partition of Africa.
VIII. Liberation Struggles of the African Peoples.

IX. Ethiopia, Fascism, and the World Crisis.
X. Two Worlds in Conflict The Forces and the Road to Free

dom.
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Don’t Miss this Course!
Register now at 558 Massachusetts Avenue or

919 Washington Street
Auspices; Workers School of Boston

The Idea becomes Power only when it seizes hold of the Masses.
Marx.

During the winter term 1935-36, Fanny Hartman,
wife of Philip Frankfeld, was added to the staff of the
Workers School in Boston.

In March of 1936 the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A., instructed Massachusetts:

Much more attention must be paid to the education of new Party
members. Special short classes for new members must be set up in
the Section, using material especially prepared for this purpose. . . .

Special attention must be given to the systematic training of comrades
in shop units, and forms and methods in accord with their conditions
of work in the shop must be worked out and applied.

Building for its program to educate these workers who
were being organized into the C. I. O. Unions, the Workers
School announced a special conference in May of 1936,
as follows:

. .
. The development of the educational program within the trade

unions, in the various mutual aid societies, fraternal orders, youth
centers, and in the workers’ and farmers’ anti-capitalist political par-
ties is the best safeguard for building and strengthening these organ-
izations and protecting the best interest of the masses as a whole.

Therefore, the Workers’ School of Boston, which bases its studies
and activities on the Marxist-Leninist interpretation of present day
society, is calling a

Conference of Workers’ Education
which will be held

Sunday afternoon, May 17, 1936
at two o’clock at 6 Byron Street

(near Beacon and Charles streets).

A 1936 Summer School was conducted at 337 Massa
chusetts Avenue, Boston.
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Many of the outlines of study used at the Communist
Schools in Boston, and in other communities of the Com-
monwealth, are those prepared and used by the Workers
School in New York City. One of the announcements
hereinbefore quoted stated that all the schools through-
out the country are part of an integrated system. It was
testified before this Commission, and it is claimed by the
Communist Party generally, that at the Seventh World
Congress of the Communist International, held at Mos-
cow in the summer of 1935, the Communist Party’s
former advocacy of revolutionary overthrow of our gov-
ernment was abandoned and that a peaceful, parliamen-
tary method of seizure was substituted therefor. We
have pointed out in another portion of this report that
this testimony is false, that the Seventh World Congress,
by its own resolutions and manifesto, continued and
reaffirmed the doctrine of revolutionary overthrow, but
did devise the present-day strategy of a United Front
and the seeking of support by the masses, by feeding
them promises of peaceful procedure. The fact also
appears that in the year 1936, and in the present day, the
Communist Schools and classes in Marxism and Leninism
are still teaching the fundamental doctrine of revolution-
ary uprising and seizure of power. They also teach, to
be sure, the intermediate steps of a Labor (Farmer-Labor)
Party. For instance, the Program of the Communist
International was adopted at the Sixth World Congress
held at Moscow in 1928. This program in detail sets
forth the forceful, armed overthrow of our government,
and the methods by which it shall be achieved. We give
herewith the outline of the study of Marxism and Lenin-
ism which was given in the spring of 1936 at the Progres-
sive Labor School, and which is still in the curriculum:
The Nature of the Class Struggle, the Intensification of

the Crisis and the Growth of the Forces and Elements op
Proletarian Revolution in the U. S.
3. The mobilization of the basic force, the working class, for trade

union unity, for organizing the unorganized and the growth of
the organized labor movement. The C. I. 0., the A. F. L.,
the unemployed movement, Labor’s Non-Partisan League.
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4. The allies of the working class and the possibility of a lasting
coalition with them.
The power and influence of the farmers’ movement, the move-
ment among the Negro people, and of the non-proletarian toil-
ing elements of the middle class in the U. S. The expression of
the Farmer-Labor Party and the Peoples Front forces in local
progressive political movements, the farmers organization, the
Negro Congress, Women’s Charter movement, the Youth move-
ment, the Peace Forces, etc.

7. The leading role of the American Communist Party

The Teachings of Lenin and Stalin on the Revolutionary Crisis
and Revolutionary Situation
1. A revolution is impossible without a revolutionary situation.

a. It is impossible for the ruling classes to maintain their power
unchanged

h. The wants and sufferings of the oppressed classes become more
acute than usual.

c. The increased militancy on the part of the oppressed masses.
d. The ability of the revolutionary class to carry out revolu-

tionary mass action strong enough to break the power of the
ruling class.

3. The seizure of political power is the basic and decisive question
of any social revolution.

4. The task of the proletarian revolution is to establish the political
rule of the working class a Workers and Farmers Government

the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.
6. The amalgamation of the revolutionary forces of the working

class into a single revolutionary proletarian party on the basis
of the conditions set forth by the Seventh World Congress of the
Communist International.

The Comintern Program on the Basic Type of Revolution in
the Struggles for the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

The International proletarian revolution represents a combina-
tion of processes which vary in time and character.
1. Purely proletarian revolutions.

2. Revolutions of a bourgeois democratic type which grow into
proletarian revolutions.

3. Wars of National liberation
4. Colonial revolutions.

The Struggle against the Opportunistic Distortion of the
Marxian Theory of the State

3. Against the viewpoint of Social-Democracy that .

. . “The
aim of our political struggle, then, remains as before, the con-
quest of state power by means of gaining a majority in parlia-
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ment, and the conversion of parliament into the master of the
government” (Kautsky). (Cited by Lenin in “State and Rev-
olution.”)

American Democracy

1. Structure of the Government of the U. S. A.
a. The Executive (President of the U. S. A., the Cabinet).
b. The Legislative (House of Representatives, the Senate)
c. Judiciary (Supreme Court, Federal Courts).

2. The U. S. A. Constitution.
a. Adopted in 1787 (Declaration of Independence, 1776).
b. The Bill of Rights First Ten Amendments to the Con-

stitution.
3. The struggle around the Supreme Court and its significance.

The Mobilization of All Progressive Forces in the U. S. A.
for the Building of the Farmer-Labor Party the Peoples
Anti-Fascist Front
1. The progressive forces in the Trade Union Movement and the

building of the United Proletarian Front
2. The progressive forces within the Democratic and Republican

Parties; the Labor Non-Partisan league; the American Negro
Congress, the farm movements, etc.

Lenin’s Teachings About a Revolutionary Situation
1. The “lower classes” cannot put up with the old conditions any

longer.

2. The “upper classes” cannot continue to rule under the old
conditions.

3. National crisis affecting both exploited and exploiters.
4. Majority of workers (at least class-conscious political active

workers) must support revolution and must be ready to lay
down their lives if need be.

5. Most backward strata of the masses drawn into political activity.
Reading:

Stalin: Foundations of Leninism, pp. 36-44
Stalin; Leninism, Vol. 1, pp. 102-109.
Program of the Communist International, Ch. IV, Sec. 8,

Dictatorship of the Proletariat
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat as the Instrument of

the Proletarian Revolution
1. The breaking of the resistance of the land-owners and capitalists

2. The organization of socialist reconstruction of society and pre-
paring for the gradual disappearance of classes.
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3. Arming the revolution and building the revolutionary army of
defense against world imperialism.

4. New proletarian State can arise only as the outcome of the de-
struction of the bourgeois state machine, the bourgeois army,
beaurocracy, police force, etc.

Reading:
Stalin: Foundations of Leninism, Ch. IV
Program of the Communist International, Ch. IV, Sec. 1, 2, 7.

1. Main aim of Communist strategy and tactics winning the
majority of the working class for the revolutionary struggle
against capitalism.

2. The necessity of winning allies for the proletarian revolution
among the farmers, urban petty bourgeoisie, etc.

3. Strategy deals with the problems of the revolution during the
entire stage of the revolution and remains essentially unchanged
during a given stage.

4. Tactics as a part of strategy, subordinate and subservient to it
5. The tactical line determined by objective conditions prevailinj

during a specific period.
6. New tactics adopted by Communist Parties when changing con-

ditions require it.

1. Basic factors determining the tactical orientation of the Com-
munist international.
a. The victory of Socialism in the U. S. S. R. and the strength-

ening of the position of the world proletariat.
b. The breakdown of capitalist stabilization and the rise of

fascism and reaction.
c. Masses of workers moving away from the policy of class col-

laboration towards the policy of class struggle.
d. The growing movement of Social-Democratic workers towards

unity of action.
2. The working class is now in a position to exercise decisive influ-

ence on national and international developments in regard to:
a. Checking the introduction of Fascism.
b. Thwarting the imperialist plans of attack upon the Soviet

Union.
3. The struggle against sectarianism and opportunism in carrying

through the line of the Seventh World Congress.

Strategy and Tactics as the Science op Leadership in the
Class Struggle of the Proletariat

The Essence of the Tactical Line of the Seventh World
Congress of the C. I.
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Reading:
Stalin; Foundations of Leninism, Ch, VII.
Bieck: Freedom, Peace and Bread, Ch. I.
Browder: Build the United People’s Front, pp. 5-11.

Additional reading:
Lenin: Left Wing Communism

United Front
The Content and Forms of the United Front.
The Farmer-Labor Party as the Specific Form of the Anti-

Fascist People’s Front in the U. S. A.
1, The basis for the formation of the Farmer-Labor Party in the

U. S.
2. What the character of the Farmer-Labor Party should be in

order to be a most effective instrument in the struggle against
fascism, war and reaction.

3. What the program of the Farmer-Labor Party should include.
4. The relation of the Communist Party and the Farmer-Labor

Party.

The Government of the United Front
1. The character of such a government
2. The conditions under which such a government would come to

power

3. The program of a Farmer-Labor Government in the U. S.

Peace
c. The connection between the peace policy of the Soviet Union

and the rising struggles of the workers and the United Front
developments as a factor in the struggle for peace.

The United Front in the Fight for Peace and in Defense of
the Soviet Union

6. The fight for peace is to defend the Soviet Union.
The Relation between the Fight for Peace and the Fight

for Revolution

1. Utilizing the political crisis brought on by war to hasten the
downfall of capitalism.

2. The struggle to convert imperialist war into civil war.
3. In case of a counter-revolutionary war against the Soviet Union,

the Communists must call to all the toilers to help by all means
and at any cost to bring about the victory of the Red Army
against the Imperialist armies.
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Reading
Ercoli: The Fight for Peace Resolutions of the 7th Congress of the
C. 1., pp. 40-48.
Browder: Build the United People’s Front, pp. 12-21.
The Menace of a New World War.

One topic head in this course is that of Trade Union
Unity. “A basic factor in the consolidation of the
United Front movement. ...” As has been previously
stated, the Communist tactic in disrupting the American
Federation of Labor Unions and in helping to build the
C. I. O. organizations has not been for the purpose of
creating two permanent opposing labor forces, but rather
to entrench the Party in a class struggle union move-
ment, and then by carrying through a consolidation of
the C. I. O. and the A. F. of L. under the slogan of Trade
Union Unity to dominate the American labor movement,
■— dominate it not by force of numbers, but by influence
and teachings exerted by functionaries in strategic posi-
tions.

In the fall of 1936 the Workers’ School of Boston was
renamed the Progressive Labor School of Boston and was
moved to 330 Newbury Street.

The Communist Party of Massachusetts strengthened
its educational efforts:

From the “Yankee Organizer,” Volume 1, No. 1:

Education Conference
(Page 4) The Educational Conference of the units in greater

Boston which was held Saturday, May 15, laid the basis and estab-
lished the necessary apparatus to carry out its decisions.

The decisions arrived at were:
1. Special functionary training classe

2. New members class.
3. Attendance in specified classes at the Progressive Labor School.
4. Immediate election of educational directors in each unit.
The educational work in the units will be worked out in line with

their special tasks, bearing in mind the political and economic prob-
lems before the Party and the masses.

A co-ordinated educational program will guarantee the building of
our Party into a real mass Party the leader of the toiling masses in
New England.
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From the prospectus for the term February to April,
1937

Aims and Obiects
. . . The Progressive Labor School of Boston is carrying on the true

progressive educational traditions of the city and state, many of
whose leading scholars and educators have played prominent parts
in the great struggles for freedom and democracy.

... In addition to the educational development of the student as
an individual, progressive labor education becomes an effective in-
strument that trains and develops for leadership those students who
are members of trade unions, fraternal orders, consumers, co-opera-
tive organizations, youth centers and various Peace Societies. It is
of practical value to those, both Negro and White, who are active in
the movement for equal opportunities for the Negro people.

The courses are based on the principles of Scientific Socialism
(Marxism-Leninism) whose application today is the guiding factor in
the United struggles against War and Reaction; in the People’s
movements in France and in Spain and in the movement for a Farmer-
Labor Party in the United States.

Course

Labor Problems Today Phil Frankfeld
. . . This course will consist of . . . the immediate problems fac-

ing the labor movement, Strike in Auto, Maritime Industry, etc.,
the Committee on Industrial Organization, etc.

The present-day stress on “democracy” and the cam-
paign to sell the Communist Party and Soviet Russia as
democratic institutions were under way. Some of the
courses given during this term:

The Problems of Democracy and Fascism —■ Hy Gordon
Special attention is given to American Democracy and the further

development of Democracy as it operates in the Soviet Union under
the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, democracy of workers and
farmers.

The main emphasis of the course will be placed on the struggle
against Fascism. Its origin, development and growth, and how these
can be opposed is analyzed on the basis of the concrete situations in
Fascist controlled countries and the organizations of thePeople’s Front
government in France, in Spain and in the United States in the build-
ing of the Farmer-Labor Party.

The course as a whole will be a summary of the theory of Bourgeois
and Proletarian Revolution from the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint.
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History of the United States H.F.Winner.
. . . The Marxist-Leninist approach to History will be used

throughout.

The Negro in History and World Politics Richard B. Moore.
A study will be made of the Civil War and Reconstruction in the

United States, with special emphasis on the development of the present
system of semi-slavery and social suppression of the Negro toilers,
revealing its organic relation to the basic questions of labor and de-
mocracy ... it will analyze the rise of fascism and the present world
crisis, showing the basic social forces and the road to freedom.

History of the Jewish People Jay Gordon.
This course will give in condensed form a full history of the Jewish

people.
. . . The course will deal especially with the question of

anti-semitism. It will finally deal with the question of Palestine
today, and the establishment of Biro-Bidjan.

The foregoing courses are illustrative of the efforts of
the Communists to proselytize various races.

What is Communism? Emanuel Levin, Manuel Blanc
This course is indispensable as an introductory course and should

be taken by every one who intends to make a thorough study of the
theory of Marxism-Leninism.

. . . The Two World System of society, imperialism and the general
crisis of capitalism, the tactics of the united front in the struggle
against war and fascism, the proletarian revolution and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, and the role of the Communist Party as the
vanguard of the working class, are the main topics studied in this class.

Scientific Socialism —Hy Gordon
(Prerequisite: Political Economy I or its equivalent.)
... It will embrace the study of the basic economic, political and

philosophic doctrines of Marx, Lenin, Engels and Stalin, and their
application to the analysis and interpretation of the proletarian class
struggle, of the contradictions of capitalism, of the class forces leading
to the proletarian revolution.

Soviet Drama H. W. L. Dan
This course, in analysing the Soviet plays and films, will discuss

the history of the Russian Revolution and the various international,
political, economic, and social problems with which these plays and
films are concerned.



1938.] HOUSE —No. 2100. 257

The lectures will all be illustratedby pictures shown on the screen
representing striking scenes from Soviet plays and Soviet life. The
order of lectures will be as follows:
Soviet Theatres (Types of Theatres and Styles of Acting).
Earlier Russian Drama (Gogol, Ostrovski, Chekhov, Gorki, etc.).
Foreign Drama (acted in Russia since the Revolution).
Revolutions throughout the World (Roar China, etc.).
Earlier Uprisings in Russia (“1905,” etc.).
The Russian Revolution (“The Breaking Apart”, etc.)
The Struggle for Power (“The Armored Train”, etc.).
Collectivization and Industrialization (“Tempo”, etc.).
The Individual and the State (“Fear”, etc.).
The New Generation (“The Marvelous Alloy”, etc.).

(Ex-Assistant Professor Dana for many years con-
ducted courses under Communist auspices. He was also
a lecturer in the University Extension courses of the
Department of Education. For a short period he appar-
ently went into seclusion, but is once more on the staff
of the Communist School.)

Science for Workers E. Baird.
It will treat the development of science as an integral part of the

productive forces in society and show the influence on this develop-
ment of the political state and general cultural level.

The prospectus states that the Progressive Bookshop,
8 Beach Street, Boston, carries all of the printed materials
required for the courses.

In the spring term of 1937 the purpose of the School
was set forth as “.

. . Education for unity against War
and Fascism.” Some of the courses previously outlined
were given. Frankfeld’s course in labor problems to-
day

Deals with the immediateproblems facing the labor movement .
. .

The Committee on Industrial Organization (C. I. 0.), Sit Down
Strikes, . . . The National Labor Relations Board, . . . the role of
the Executive Committee of the A. F. of L. Independent Political
Action and Labors Non-Partisan League and the formation of a
Farmer-Labor Party.

History of the United States, as taught by Harry
Winner, was to cover the period “of the Industrial Revo-
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lution about 1840 to the early period of American Im-
perialism (1890).”

A special study group was to be organized to study
either the Communist Manifesto or State and Revo-
lution.

Students received practical training in the field by
carrying into effect their teachings in union organiza-
tion on behalf of the C. I. O.

From the “Student Spark,” Volume 3, No. 1, April
1937:

Voluntary Organizing in Laurence.
. . .

Leaving Boston about ten in the morning on Sunday, we

arrive in Lawrence about an hour later, there to assemble at the
Federation’s headquarters and receive our instructions. We are given
a small book which contains the name of a certain street, credentials,
Pledge cards and Union Membership Cards, and some literature per-
taining to the success of the C. I. 0. in other industries, ... we
“canvassed” the street, house by house, floor by floor. Since almost
26,000 of the 29,000 who are gainfully employed in Lawrence work
in the mills, this method of going into every home brought us into
contact with the Textile workers.

Working in pairs, we begin our “canvassing” at about a quarter of
twelve.

.
. . And so our territory is covered in about two and a half to

three hours.
The work of the Voluntary Organizers in Lawrence has brought

results! At the present time we have organized about 2,200 of the
mill workers in Lawrence.

From the printed analysis given out by the Progressive
Labor School, we find that there were 325 registrations
during the school year 1936-37, and the following in-
formation :

Three Terms; Fall Winter Spring.

Registrations and Students
Number of registrations 325

284Number of students
28Average age of students

Male, 138. Female, 146. Negro, 3.
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Occupations.
Manual workers, skilled and unskilled 71
White collar and professional 14g
Business and farmer 4
Unemployed g
Housewife jg
Student 24
Not listed 25

Membership in Organizations. 2§ 4
77 students from 11 unions.
54 students from 18 other organizations.

Additional Classes.
Classes were also held in the following places;

At the Birobidjan Institute (Icon).
Lynn.
Providence.
Haverhill.

Mattapan Discussion Group.
A successful discussion group was organized the ProgressiveDiscussion Group in Mattapan.

The Marxist Study Courses (published by Interna-
tional Publishers) as taught in “Workers Schools” of
the Commonwealth were purchased by the Commission
at the Progressive Bookshop in the fall of 1937. They
included History op the Working Class. We quote
portions of this course:

The Great French Revolution
I. Capitalist Development and the Old Order,
11. The Bourgeois Revolution.

1. The Revolution of the big Bourgeoisie (1789-92)
2. The Jacobin Revolution and Dictatorship (1792-94)3. The Bourgeois Republic (1795-99).

HI. The Lessons of the French Revolution.
The Industrial Revolution in England and Chartism

I. The Industrial Revolution in England and its consequences.11. The Chartist Movement its Character and the Most Im-portant Stages of its Development.
HI. Causes of the Defeat of Chartism its Historical Significance.
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The Revolution of 1848 in France and Germany

Utopian Socialism; Blanquism; Communist Manifesto.
11. The Revolution of 1848 in France.

The July Monarchy; February Revolution and Proletariat;
Louis Blanc; the June Battle; its lessons.

111. The Revolution of 1848 in Germany and Austria, Question
of unity; defeat in Germany; Marx and Engels in the revo-
lution.

The First International and the Paris Commune
I. The First International

The development of the Labor movement in Britain, France
and Germany; formation of the first International and the
fight against Broudhenism and Bakuninism; its end.

11. The Paris Commune.
The Empire and its collapse; the importance of the Commune;
Marx, Lenin and Social-Democrats on the Commune.

(Page 40) . . . The Commune did not appropriate this money,
which would have been an excellent card to play against the Ver-
saillese, but on the contrary, carefully guarded the property of the
bourgeoisie. The petty-bourgeois respect for all private property and
the desire to achieve “justice for all”, induced the Commune to reject
a proposal to confiscate the property of the railway companies, and
another proposal to annul debt obligations and to impose contributions
on the bourgeoisie who had fled to Versailles.

It was the misfortune of the French proletariat that it possessed no
party capable of grasping the tasks of the moment and of leading the
proletariat. Instead of marching against Versailles, on March 18th
without any delay, and of annihilating the enemy, the proletariat
hesitated in the hope of being able to exercise moral pressure. This
was a great mistake. The Central Committee of the national guard
would have been able to guide events better had it acted independently
of the Commune. .

.

. The Commune’s social and economic policy
should not have been left a half-and-half affair, but should have pro-
ceeded energetically to the expropriation of the bourgeoisie.

. . . But after the Commune had been set up, Marx welcomed it
with the greatest enthusiasm.

“However it may be,” he wrote to Kugelmann on April 12th, 1871,
“the present rising in Paris —although at the mercy of the wolves,
swine and dirty hounds of the old society is the most glorious act
of our party since the June insurrection. Compare with these Titans
of Paris, engaged in storming heaven, those cowering pigmies of the
German-Prussian-HolyRoman Empire, with its posthumous masquer-
ades reeking of barracks, churches, junkers and, above all, philistines.

I. Introduction
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(Page 42) In a letter to Kugelmann, written April 17th, Marx
wrote that, had the Paris proletariat surrendered to Thiers without
a struggle “the demoralisation of the working class would have been
a much greater misfortune than the downfall of any member of
‘leaders’. The struggle of the working class against the capitalist
classand its State has entered upon a new phase because of the struggle
in Paris. Whatever course the affair may take immediately, a new
position of universal historical importance has been won.”

Two days after the fall of the Commune Marx wrote “The Civil
War in France,” a work of genius, estimating the significance of the
Commune and analysing its experience and its mistakes. For him, as
for Engels, the Universal significance of the Commune consisted in
this

“That essentially it was a government of the working class, the
outcome of the struggle of the producing against the appropriating
class, the political form, at last discovered, in which the economic
emancipation of labor could be consummated.”

In the Commune, Marx and Engels saw the dictatorship of the
Proletariat. They attached particularly great importance to the
fact (and this conclusion was the only correction which they made
to the “Communist Manifesto”) that “the Commune has shown
that the working class cannot simply take over the given state machine
and set it going for its own purposes.” On the contrary, the workers
must “destroy this machine”, as Marx wrote to Kugelmann. . . .

(Page 43) . . . The abolition of the standing army, the election
of all officials and the right to remove them, thereduction of their sala-
ries to the ordinary level of wages, the separation of church and state,
the abolition of the police force, etc. These were the new ways, dis-
covered by the Commune, which, in Marx’s opinion, transformed it
into a republic “which would not only abolish the monarchist form of
class rule, but class rule itself.”

Marx clearly indicated that the Commune had nothing in common
with the bourgeois parliamentary republic.

Engels concludes the introduction with the well-known challenge to
the German philistines; “Would you know, gentlemen, what this
dictatorship is like? Look at the Paris Commune. That was the
dictatorship of the proletariat.”

. . . Under his leadership the proletariat of Russia put Marx’s
revolutionary conclusions into action. Having learned from the mis-
takes of the Commune, they avoided these mistakes in the October
Revolution.

In the summer of 1937 Comrade Emanuel Levin was
assigned to the educational department of the Interna-
tional Workers Order in New York. In his place the
Communist Party assigned William T. Parry as director
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of the Progressive Labor School of Boston. Parry, hold-
ing a doctorate from Harvard, had lately been an assist-
ant instructor in that institution, where he worked part
time for a little less than $5OO a year, and which was his
only employment. There has been no evidence that he
made effort to seek other employment.

He was asked whether the fact that, despite his train-
ing and academic attainments, he had been able to earn
less than $5OO per year was a factor which led him to
join the Communist Party and to devote his energies to
its work. He replied, in substance, that this experience
was a factor which provided partial reason; that what
to his mind was the injustices of our social system de-
manded the system be changed. This the Party seeks to
do by working with and for the Communist Party.

An intelligent and learned young man of good appear-
ance, Parry furnishes a good “front” for the Communists.
For instance, one surburban church’s Sunday Evening
Club desired to invite a Communist functionary to speak
on “The Philosophy and Aims of Communism” on Oc-
tober 31, 1937. The person first suggested was believed
by those in charge of the meeting to be a little uncouth,
so that perhaps his listeners would be unsympathetic, but
when Parry was substituted this objection was over-
come. In thanking him for his lecture the secretary of
the aforesaid club expressed the hope, “We shall be
able to have you with us again in the future.”

The curriculum for the fall term of 1936-37 was
somewhat changed. Philip Frankfeld’s course, Current
Problems of the Labor Movement, still stressed the
C. I. O. organization and the Communists’ desire to take
its forces back in the American Federation of Labor. It
also expounded the Communist strategy of building
Labor’s Non-Partisan League, as has been set forth in
other pages herein.

Mary Reiss, educational director of the Communist
Party of Massachusetts, was scheduled to teach a course
on Democracy and Fascism:
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The main emphasis will be on the struggle against Fascism; its
origin and growth in Italy and Germany; the organization of the
People’s Front in France and Spain; the wars of fascist powers against
Spain and China; the menace of fascist and reactionary forces in
America, and the methods of defeating reaction through a People’s
Front movement and a Farmer-Labor Party in the United States.

Apparently Jack Green, so called, Communist func-
tionary in Lynn, was either substituted for Comrade
Reiss or was to collaborate. A letter from him on
October 5, 1937, to Comrade Parry indicated that Green
was to give the above-described course, with the fol-
lowing bibliography:
‘‘Fascism and Social Revolution,” R. P. Dutt.
“Dimitroff’s Report to the 7th World Congresi
‘‘Democracv or Fascism,” Browder.
The Communists in the People’s Front,” Browder
Dictatorship and Democracy in the Soviet Union,” Anna Louise

Strom
“Trotskyism and Fascism,” P. Lang,
“The Fate of the Trade Unions Under Fascism
“Japan’s Drive for Conquest,” Grace Hutchins.
“Fascist Road to Ruin,” Seldes.
“Dimitroff Accuses,” Speech in Leipsig Court

John Lowell and Harrison Shaw were teachers of
American History I:

The first term will describe the origins and developments of Ameri-
can democracy; . . . the New England town meeting; the contests
between the Colonial legislatures and the Crown; the culmination
of the struggle in the Revolution; . . . the battles around the Con-
stitution (the 150th anniversary of which is celebrated this year);

. . .

Jeffersonian Democracy and the first struggle of the people against
the Supreme Court; . . . the alliance of the workers and small farmers
under Jackson, extending democracy still further; . . . the beginnings
of the labor movement.

All these events will be analyzed from the standpoint of historical
materialism, emphasizing the relation of class forces in these struggles.

Introduction to the Theory and Practice of
Communism was to be shared three evenings a week by
Parry, Allan Binch and Manuel Blanc:
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The main topics of studies are the following; the two worlds of
modern society . . . the capitalist world with its contradictions and
crises, and the socialist world of the Soviet Union; the ultimate aim
. . . communism; the People’s Front against fascism and war; the
role of the Communist Party in the struggle for workers’ rule.

It is again to be noted that these principles of violence
which the Communists claim have been abandoned by
their Party are still the principles taught in “Theory
and Practice of Communism.”

These essential principles are contained in the required
reading material set forth, which include: “ Resolutions of
the Seventh World Congress,” “The Communist Mani-
festo,” “Program of the Communist International,”
works of Lenin and works of Stalin.

From “Theory and Practice of Communism”

Lesson 1. Two Worlds, Two Systems.

I. Introduction: The Present World Situation
1. The final and irrevocable victory of Socialism in the U. S. S. R.

2. The most profound economic crisis in the history of capitalism
and its uneven development in various countries.

3. Offensive of Fascism as world capitalist phenomenon no
longer confined to few countries.

4. Growth of danger of new imperialist war, with Fascist coun-
tries threatening primarily U. S. S. R., France and small
states in central Europe.

5. Growth of political crisis in several countries, expressed in
armed struggle in Austria (1934), Spain (1934-36), rise to
power of People’s Front in France and Spain.

6. Revolutionization of masses throughout capitalist world,
urge toward unity of action and growth of anti-Fascist
struggle.

11. The Capitalist and Socialist Systems of Economy the
Key to the Understanding of the World Situation

1. The main features of the capitalist system of economy.
a. Means of production in the hands of the capitalist class.
b. Capitalist production is production for profit-commodity

production
c. Workers forced to sell their labor power for wages

labor power is a commodity.
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2. Capitalist exploitation.
a. Capitalist class appropriates surplus value produced by

the workers.
b. Race for profits leads to increased exploitation, inten-

sification of labor, speed up, rationalization, wage cuts, etc.
Reading material:

Resolutions of the 7th World Congress, pp. 21-23,
Two Worlds, pp. 5 and 6,

Lesson 2. Two Worlds, Two Systems (Continued)
I The Contradictions of Capitalist Society

1. The fundamental contradiction the social character of
production and the capitalist form of appropriation.

2. The class struggle.
3. Anarchy of production and recurring economic crisis,
4. Permanent reserve army of unemployed.

II The Socialist System of Economy

1. Means of production belong to the working cla;
2. Capitalists eliminated as a class.
3. Exploitation abolished in the IT. S. S. R
4. Planned economy for purpose of raising material and cul-

tural level of all toiler

Reading material:
Two Worlds, pp. 6-10; 25-29,
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XI
Stalin: 16th Party Congress (mimeographed), 1930

Additional reading:
Communist Manifesto Part I
Engels: Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, Ch. 111.

Lesson 3. Imperialism and the Downfall of Capitalism.

Imperialism is moribund and decaying capitalism. It is the final
stage in the development of the capitalist system. It is the threshold
of world social revolution. (Program of the Communist Interna-
tional.)

I. Growth of Monopolies and Finance Capital

1. Present phase of capitalism monopoly capitalism.
2. Monopolies do not eliminate competition.
3. Dominance of finance capital growth of financial oligarchy.
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11. Enslavement of Colonial People and the Rise of the
Revolutionary Movement in Colonies

1. Export of capital.
2. Armed intervention in the colonies.
3. Growth of revolutionary struggles in the colonie

Struggle for the Redivision of the World111.
1. World completely divided among the imperialist power
2. Resulting struggle for the redivision of the world.

Imperialism and the Downfall of Capitalism

1. Imperialism is dying and decaying capitalism.
IV.

2. Sharpening of all capitalist contradictions period of
imperialism.
a. Contradictions between various imperialist powers.
b. Contradictions between bourgeoisie and proletariat.
c. Contradictions between bourgeoisie and colonial and de-

pendent countries.
the preparation of all the material

it reorganization of society.
3. Imperialism completes

prerequisites for sociali;
Reading material:

Two Worlds, pp. 10-17
Additional reading

7, 10.Lenin: Imperialism, Ch
Program of the Communist International, Ch. I
Stalin; Foundations of Leninism, Ch. 111.
Anna Rochester: Rulers of America, Ch. 7 and 8, 19 and 20.

Lesson 4- Straggle for Peace
War Inseparable from CapitalismI
1. Preparations for a new repartition of the world.
2. The contradictions existing between the various imperialist

powers.
3. The contradictions between the imperialist powers and co-

lonial countries.
4. The basic contradictions between the Socialist and Capitalist

world.
5. Abolition of war possible only through the abolition of capi-

talism.

Specific Features of the Present World Situation BasicII
in the Struggle for Peace

1. The Soviet Union is the greatest bulwark of peace.
2. The existence of definite Fascist aggressors (Germany, Italy

and Japan).
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3. A number of countries in direct danger of attack by Fascist
aggressors and in danger of losing their state and national
independence (Czechoslovakia, Latvia, Lithuania and Bel-
gium) .

4. The existence of a number of capitalist governments inter-
ested at the present moment in the maintenance of peace

5. Strong anti-war feeling among masses of people all over the
world

Unity in the Struggle for Peace111
1. The necessity of independent working class action directed

against the chief aggressors.
2. Criticism of the sectarian position of the Socialist Party on

the question of the struggle for peace.
3. Active support of the peace forces of the world v. the program

of “neutrality.”

“Keeping America out of war by keeping war out of the
world.” (Browder.)

4. Most aggressive war-making forces in the U. S. concentrated
around the Republican Party, Morgan-duPont-Liberty
League combination.

5. Building a United People’s Front of all anti-war forces in the
country, as well as internationally in the struggle for peace.

6. The struggle against Fascism and reaction is at the same time
a struggle for the maintenance of peace.

7. The fight for peace and the fight for revolution.
Reading material

Dimitroff: The United Struggle for Peace.
Browder: Foreign Policy and Maintenance of Peace, Radio
Speech, Aug. 28, 1936.
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XV.

Additional reading
Ercoli; Fight for Peace
Resolutions of the 7th World Congress, pp. 41-48.
Peace v. War, The Communist Position.

Lesson 5. The Marxist Theory of the State.
I. The Role of the State

1. The State as a product of irreconcilable class antagonism;
2. The State as an instrument for maintaining the domination

of one class and as a means of oppression of one class by
another.

3. Social-Democratic position on the State Impartial instru-
ment standing above classes.
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11. Bourgeois Democracy Veiled Dictatorship of the
Bourgeoisie

1. Class character of Bourgeois Democracy
2. Rule of minority over majority.

' “One cannot speak of pure democracy as long as different
classes exist one can only speak of class democracy.”
(Lenin.)

111. Class Nature of the American Government
1. Limitations placed on Democratic rights.

a. Power of Supreme Court.
b. System of checks and balances,
c. Veto power of President.
d. Method of amending Constitution.
e. Restriction of franchise (property, residence, age).
/. Denial of democratic rights to negroes the South, dis-

crimination and Jim Crowism throughout the country.
2. Existing democratic rights won through struggle of the

people.
3. Decaying capitalism tries to destroy existing Bourgeois

democratic rights.

IV. The Struggle for the Proletarian Dictatorship

1. The necessity for shattering the Bourgeois state machinery.
2. The necessity of winning the majority of the working class

for revolution.
3. The proletariat as the leader of the revolution and the alliance

of the proletariat with other sections of the toiling masses, the
poor farmers and other sections of the petty-bourgeoisie.

4. The Party as the leader of the proletarian revolution.

Tasks of the Proletarian DictatorshipV.
1. To break the resistance of the landowners and the Bourgeoisie.
2. To organize Socialist reconstruction of society.
3. To arm the revolution against imperialist attack.

The Relation between the Fight for Democracy and the
Fight for Socialism

VI.

Reading material.
The Ultimate Aim Political Education Series No. 2, pp. 16-23.
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XIV- XXL
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Lesson 6. Fascism

Is Fascism Inevitable?111
1. Reformist class collaboration policy of Social Democracy

paved the way for Fascism.
2. The split in the ranks of the working clas
3. The struggle for remnants of bourgeois democratic rights of

the masses.
4. Utilization of the revolutionary traditions of the people.
5. Conditions necessary for the victory of the proletariat and the

toiling masses over Fascism.
Reading material:

Dimitroff; United Front Against War and Fascism, Ch. I.
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. IV.
Hutchings; The Truth About The Liberty League

Additional reading.
R. Palme Dutt; Fascism and Social Revolution.

Lesson 7. Working Class Unity Bulwark against Fascism.
I Proletarian United Front

1. Conditions for working class unity.
2. Content and form of the United Front

II Anti-Fascist People’s Front
1. Proletarian United Front is basis of People’s Front.

2. Struggle for winning broad toiling masses to the side of the
revolutionary proletariat.

3. Experiences of France and Spain.
4. Necessity for struggle against poisonous Trotskyism as dis-

rupting influence in People’s Front.

11l The Farmer-Labor Party as the United People’s Front
1. Results of 1936 elections a crushing rebuke to Republican

Party and camp of reaction.
2. Re-grouping along class lines shown by 1936 elections.
3. Farmer-Labor Party movement advanced in varying degree

in various parts of country (Minnesota, Wisconsin), American
Labor Party, All People’s Party (Harlem), etc.

4. Pressure of reactionary groups upon Roosevelt must be
fought by independent organization and struggle.

5. Sectarian position of Socialist Party on United Front, etc., as
result of Trotskyite influence.

6. Future perspectives in the struggle for the building of a
Farmer-Labor Party.
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Reading material
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. IX and X.
Dimitroff: United Front Against War and Fascism, Ch. 11.
Browder: The Results of the Elections and the People’s Front.

Additional reading:
Gorman: A Farmer-Labor Party in the U. S,

Lesson S. The Negro National Liberation Movement
The United Front in the Negro Liberation Movement

1. Leftward movement among the Negro people.
IV

a. Negroes in trade union;
b. Struggles of the sharecroppers, tenant farmers
c. Leftward trends within Negro reformist organizations.

2. National Negro Congress and the program for immediate
demands.

3. Revolutionary traditions of the Negro people.
4. United Front in the Herndon and Scottsboro cases
5. The Negroes and the Farmer-Labor Party.
Reading material:

Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XVI.
Additional reading

James Allen: Negro Liberation

Lesson 9. The Struggle for Trade Union Unity
I. Role of the Trade Unions in the Class Struggle

1. The trade unions in the struggle for immediate demands
2. The policy of class collaboration v. class struggle.

11. Present Issues Facing the Trade Union Movement
1. Industrial unions v. craft unions

The program and aims of the Committee for Industrial
Organization.

3. Organizing the unorganized
4. Struggle against company unions.
5. The fight against Negro discrimination in the trade union

movement.
6. The A. F. of L. and the Farmer-Labor Party question

The Struggle to re-establish Trade Union Unity

1. The fight for reinstatement of the C. I. 0.
2. Question of industrial unionism to be submitted for referen-

111.

dum.
3. Intensification of organization campaign in basic industries.
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4. Demand for democratization of trade unions.
5. United legislative program for trade union movement
Reading material

Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XII
Foster: Industrial Unionism.

Additional reading
Stachel: Report on A. F. of L. Convention, “Daily Worker,’
Dec. 16, 1936.
Statement of Central Committee, “Daily Worker,” Nov. 2,
1936.

Lesson 10. Victory of Socialism in the Soviet Union and the New
Soviet Constitution.

4. Work is the obligation of each citizen; socialist principle
prevails; “From each according to his ability: to each
according to his work

(No. 4 perverts Lenin’s slogan, which ended . . to
each according to his need.” It is merely evidence of
abandonment of another of the fundamentals of Marx-
ism-Leninism, and the substitution of the capitalistic
method of paying according to services rendered.)

Lesson 11. The Parly.

I. The Party as the Vanguard of the Working Class

1. The necessity of an organized party of the working clai
2. The Party as the general staff of the working class.
3. The Party as the highest form of class organization of the

proletariat
4. The Party armed with revolutionary theory.
5. The struggle against sectarianism and opportunism The

fight for the Leninist Line of the Party.

11. The Struggle for Political Unity of the WorkingClass
1. The need for the political unity of the working class.
2. Five conditions necessary to affect political unity of the

working class.
Unity of action as a preliminary condition for political unity

HI. Organizational Structure and Function of Communist
Party

1. Structure of Communist Party.

2. Democratic centralism and Communist discipline
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3. R6le of Party fractions in Massachusetts organizations.
4. The factory center of Communist activity.

IV. Why Every Worker should join the Communist Party

Reading material:
Browder: What is Communism? Ch. XIX.

Democracy or Fascism, Ch. IV.

Additional reading:
Stalin; Foundations of Leninism, Ch. VIII.

John Weber taught Economics I. This course can be
found in the Political Economy pamphlets published
by International Publishers.

Hy Gordon taught Scientific Socialism I, and how
so to direct its course to the culminating crisis of prole-
tarian revolution:

This course has for its purpose the study of Scientific Socialism
(Marxism-Leninism) in the light of its historical development. It
will embrace the study of the basic economic, political and philosophic
doctrines of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin, and their application to
the analysis and interpretation of the proletarian class struggle, of
the contradictions of capitalism, of the class forces leading to the prole-
tarian revolution.

Parry gave the course on Dialectical Materialism
A new course in Modern American Literature was

scheduled to be taught by Obed Brooks and others:
October 28. The Middle Generation Dreiser, Sherwood, Ander-

son and Sinclair Lewis.
November 4. The War Generation—Hemingway, Dos Passes, Archi-

bald MacLeish and others.
November 11. The Transition Period the beginnings of con-

temporary proletarian literature.
November IS. The Proletarian Novel I.
December 2. The Proletarian Novel II and Progressive Journalism,
December 9. Proletarian Drama and Poetry.
December 16. Reactionary Historial Romance: “Gone with the

Wind,” “Anthony Adverse,” “So Red the Rose,”' etc.
December 23. Literature and Revolution.

Nora Ryan, so called, had the task of teaching Public
Speaking. Two excerpts from the outline of this course
follow:
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Types of Speeches No. ].

A. The Lecture (Factual and Propagandist^;
B. The News Report.
0. The Agitational Speech (call to activity
D. The Open-Air Meeting (how it differs from other lectures c

agitational speeches).

Summary of (

Importance of translating our ability to speak into th;
ability. Eager and frequent participation in economic, political and
fraternal activities of the masses, with intention of using abilities for
leadership of these activities. Specific opportunitiei

Besides furnishing some of its members as students,
the International Workers Order also furnishes instruc-
tors for a course called Principles of the Fraternal
Movement.

David Grad, alias Dave Grant, was assigned the
Problems of American Youth.

According to a special announcement and to a notice
which appeared in the “Daily Worker” on November
17, 1937, Sidney Grant, attorney at 89 State Street,

Boston, was to lecture at the Progressive Labor School
concerning the Wagner Act and the National Labor Rela-
tions Board.

The announcement for the spring term of the Progre
ih e Labor School, April 11 to June 3, 1938, contain!

the following schedule:

7.30-8,

Recent Ar
8.00-9.30

t;
Arthur Wat

Modern Mat
8.50-10.10

Economic

Tuesda
7.00

Russian (continued

Dr. R. Stone

Dr. W. Parry
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Wednesday.
7.30-

Review of Current Books Various lecturers
Economics 1 Dr. W. Parry
Current Events Larry Leonard

8.50-
Introduction to Communism Allan Binch
Scientific Socialism (Leninism)

.... Dr. W. Parry
Social Psychology Alfred White

Thursday.
6.00-7.25

Public Speaking Nora Ryan
7.30-

Soviet Culture Prof. H. W. L. Dana
Teachers Training Seminar Hy Gordon

8.50-
History of the CommunistParty of the Soviet Union Phil Frankfeld
Unionism and Labor Legislation Hy GordonHy Gordon

According to testimony given by Parry, there were
registered for the first session in the fall of 1937 seventy-
seven students, of which twenty-seven were trade union
members. He testified that no register of pupils in past
years had been turned over to him or was available. It
is a fact that individual records of students are kept,
although the financial records turned in for this Commis-
sion contained no such information and are extremely
meager.

Philip Frankfeld testified that he knew nothing of a
New Theatre Group in Boston. This has been one of
the past activities of the Communist Party. Despite
Frankfeld’s testimony, it appears that at a party held
by the Progressive Labor School on April 3, 1937, this
New Theatre Group presented various skits, including
one by the famous revolutionary playwright, Clifford
Odets.

Each year the Workers’ School and its successor, the
Progressive Labor School, has conducted parties and
affairs to supplement the budgets. One such affair on
Sunday, August 22, 1937, was the annual outing which
was held at “Arguimbau’s 30-Acre Farm,” Sharon.
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Lenin said: “Without revolutionary theory there can
he no revolutionary practice.”

Thus great stress has been laid upon the study of Marx-
ism and Communist teachings. The thousands of publica-
tions issued by the Communist press are priced so low

many of them from 1 to 15 cents that the Commu-
nist propaganda reaches a wide field. Communists are
expected to know not only the present-day tactic of
United Front and “Communism is 20th Century Ameri-
canism” strategy, but also to be well-grounded in these
fundamental revolutionary teachings of the Party which
set forth the true objectives of Communism, minus the
camouflage of parliamentarianism.

At the Eighth Convention of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., the following resolution was passed:

Publications and Book Shops.

The foreign language press must be extended, popularized and
become mass organs for the combating of national separation, against
fascist propaganda carried on by the American fascists and those of
European countries, and be a means of drawing the foreign-born
workers into the mass stream of the class struggle, the Communist
Party and the mass organizations, particularly the trade unions.

it be a wider issuance and circulation of literatu
current political problems and propaganda pamphlets dealing with
the revolutionary way out of the crisis. The mass sale of Communist
literature must be a normal part of the day activities of every Com-
munist Party member.

In Massachusetts there are two chief outlets which dis-
tribute Communist publications. One is the Progressive
Bookshop at 8 Beach Street, Boston; the other, the
Holyoke Book Shop at 19 Dunster Street, Cambridge.
In addition to these points, every branch and unit of the
Communist Party in the Commonwealth, of the Young
Communist League, and of the various “Workers’ Clubs”
and other satellite organizations maintain “literature
agents” whose duty it is to provide their membership
with Communist publications. Certain reports and pub-
lications, such as instructions issued by the Central Com-
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mittee, U. S. A., or by the Communist International,
comprise “must” reading.

Communist witnesses before this Commission main-
tained that the Progressive Bookshop was a private en-
terprise, dealing in Communist publications, but having
no organizational relationship to the Communist Party
of Massachusetts or of the District. The Commission
believes this testimony to be false, and facts in support
of that belief are here set forth. The Progressive Book-
shop is the successor to the International Bookshop form-
erly conducted on Broadway in Boston.

The manager of the Progressive Bookshop is one Elisa
Trebst, a member of the Communist Party. A month
before Frankfeld and other Communist officials testified,
the following item appeared on the back cover of the
“Yankee Organizer” for September, 1937 (issued by the
Communist Party of this district):

Watch for other pleasant news from the literature front
in the next issue. If Comrade Trebst (our tireless District Litera-
ture Agent) is showered with orders, all concerned will be happy.

Curiously similar stories of ownership were given us
by Comrade Trebst as to the Progressive Bookshop and
by Comrade Mary Gilmartin as to its predecessor, the
International Bookshop, of which she stated she previ-
ously was the owner. Mary Gilmartin, a member of the
Communist Party, is now employed at the Party’s office
on Essex Street, in Boston. She is the wife of John Bur-
ton Teeling, alias Timothy Burr, referred to in that sec-
tion of this report relating to the “International Labor
Defense.”

Mary Gilmartin was registered at Boston City Hall as
the legal owner of the International Bookshop. She
stated under oath that she purchased it for $l5. There
is no evidence that thereafter she ever spent any amount
of time on the premises. There is evidence that she
was in another part of the State during most of the
time; that she knew little or nothing of the details of
the business from the date she allegedly became owner
ntil the shop was liquidated.
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The successor of the last-named book shop is said
Progressive Bookshop at 8 Beach Street, Boston, which
is registered at Boston City Hall in the name of Hilde-
garde Dyer, 3 May Place, Boston. The witness Trebst
testified that she was Comrade Dyer’s employee; that
she sent monthly reports of sales and finances to Hilde-
garde Dyer in Maine. Thus were two instances recited
of ostensible owners with only remote control of their
alleged properties.

The Commission finds, as a matter of fact, if Hilde-
garde Dyer was in Maine it was only for a short time.
She certainly was not there during the entire period of
time concerning which the witness Trebst testified that
she was communicating with her in that State. Hilde-
garde Dyer’s friend and landlady at 3 May Place, Bos-
ton, was summoned before the Commission. She is not
a Communist. She testified to facts concerning Comrade
Dyer which this Commission believe to be true. She
testified unwillingly, not wishing to disclose anything
which might injure the aforesaid Dyer. According to
this witness’s testimony, Hildegarde Dyer is a member
of the Communist Party. From October, 1936, until
May, 1937, when she was living in Boston, she worked
some of the time at the book shop; she was not the
owner. She left the book shop to get a better position
in Rhode Island. Philip Frankfeld testified he did not
know Hildegarde Dyer. Her name, one of those sought
to be deleted as herein elsewdiere described, appears in
the cash book of the Communist Party as having been
paid a subsidy on April 30, 1937, therefrom. According
to the testimony of the latter’s friend and landlady,
Frankfeld and groups of eight to ten Communists held
meetings in Miss Dyer’s room, at which meetings plans
were laid for the organization of retail store workers into
aC. I. 0. union. Further testimony, and other informa-
tion in the possession of the Commission, established that
the said Dyer did take part in the organization of retail
workers until some time in April or May of 1937. Then
she was transferred to Pawtucket, Rhode Island, to be
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a C. I. O. organizer in that territory, where, to hide her
identity, she assumed her mother’s maiden name.

Further reason for the belief of this Commission that
the Progressive Bookshop is directly controlled by the
Communist Party, and that the registration of owner-
ship at Boston City Hall is false, is found in the following
advertisement which appeared in Browder’s book, “The
Communists in the People’s Front.” Frankfeld gave
copies of this book to the Commission. It was published
by Workers Library Publishers in August, 1937. The
advertisement follows:

Read More About the

in hundreds of books, pamphlets and
magazines for sale at these Associated

National Bookshops
Baltimore : 501 a N. Eutaw St
BOSTON: 8 BEACH ST
Chicago: 200 West Van Bun
Cleveland: 1522 Prospect A
Denver: 522 Mining Exchange BI
Des Moines; 222 Youngerman Bl
Detroit: 2610 Cass Av
Los Angeles: 2261 S. Spring St
Milwaukee: 419 West St
Minneapolis: 812 La Salle A
Newark: 216 Halsey
New Haven; 17 I
New Orleans: 130 Cl: artr

New York: 50 I
Oklahoma City: 1291 W. Grand Ave
Omaha; 311 Karbach B
Philadelphia: 104 So. 9th
Pittsburgh; 607 Bigelow Bi
St. Louis: 3520 Franklin Ave
Salt Lake City: 134
San Francisco: 170 C
San Pedro: 244 W. 6tl:
Seattle: 7131 Pi
Washington, D. C,: 1125 14th St., N

JOIN THE COMMUNIST PARTY
I
I

y

A

C

M
Y

COMMUNIST PARTY
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In Cambridge the Holyoke Book Shop at 19 Dunster
Street, formerly at 61 Holyoke Street, is registered in
the name of Margot Clark, living at Kendal Green.
Incidentally, Kendal Green at one time was the official
headquarters for the “American Russian Institute for
Cultural Relations With the Soviet Union,” a Commu-
nist organization supported by “intellectuals.”

The Holyoke Book Shop is strategically located to
supply students with Marxist publications. It is also a
central controlling point for Communist activity in and
around Cambridge, and is a recruiting center for the
Young Communist League, both in the college and in
the secondary public schools of Cambridge. This was a
distributing point from which mimeographed and printed
publications were circulated through Cambridge public
schools in the winter months of 1937 and 1938.

The same address, 19 Dunster Street, Cambridge, is
given as headquarters for the New England Labor Research
Association and for the magazine “Science and Society

a Marxian Quarterly,” each of which publications is
hereinafter further mentioned.

Newspapers. The daily and weekly press of the Com-
munist Party achieves a large circulation in the Com-
monwealth. The chief news organ is the “Daily Worker”
which also published a Sunday edition. We have no re-
liable figures as to its circulation in the Commonwealth,
but, considering the testimony before us that the “Frei-
heit,” published in a foreign language and reaching only
one section of our Communist population, has a daily
circulation in Massachusetts of 2,900, there can be no
doubt that the daily circulation of the “Daily Worker”
is greatly in excess of that figure. Earl Browder, head
of the Communist Party, U. S. A., was asked to produce a
list of the Party’s foreign language newspapers. The
requested list was forwarded to Frankfeld in the form
of a letter from the “Org-Education Commission of
the Central Committee” of the Communist Party of the
United States of America. It was submitted to the
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Commission by Frankfeld and is reproduced below. The
explanatory paragraph therein simply emphasizes that
under the present strategy of United Front the Commu-
nist Party, as such, holds itself in the background more
than formerly:

New York, N. Y., October 6, 193'

Phil Frankfeld, Boston, Mas

Dear Comrade: Following is the LanguagePresi
(Due to the great change that has taken place in our movement

in the last several years, all our mass papers are being issued now not
directly as Party organs, but have become general working class
papers. Although formally they exist as organs of the united front
or mass organizations, the fact that Communists participate in issuing
these papers and function as members of the editorial staffs, these
papers can be said to be under Communist influence.)

Armenian weekly, “Panvor,” P. O. Box 168, Station F., N. A. C
Creation Daily, “Radnicki Glasnik,” 1625 Blue Island Ave., Chi
Czecho weekly, “Obrana,” 3624 West 26th St., Ch
Esthonian weekly, “Uus Ilm,” 126 E. 120th St., N. A. C.
Finnish daily, “Eteenpain,” 35 East 12th St., N. Y. C.
Finnish daily, “Tyomies,” P. O. Box 553, Superior, Wis.
Finnish weekly, “Tyolaisnainen,” 35 East 12th St., N. Y. C
Greek daily, “Empros,” 344 E. 32d St., N. Y. C
Hungarian daily. “Uj Elore,” 1124 Buckeye Rd., Cleveland, Ohi
Italian monthly, “L’Unita Operaia,” 37 E. 12th St., N. Y. C,

Jewish daily, “Freiheit,” 50 East 13th St., N. Y. C.
Lithuanian daily, “Vilnis,” 3116 S. Halstead St., Chic
Lithuanian daily, “Laisve,” 46 Ten Eyck St., Brooklyn, N. A
Roumanian weekly, “ Destepterea,” 6527 Russell St., Detroit, M
Russian daily, “Novy Mir,” 161 Grand St., N. Y. C.

ivak daily, “Ludovny Dennik,” 1510 W. 18th St., Chi'
Ukrainian daily, “Ukrainian Daily Newr s,” 17 E. 3d St., N. A. C
Bulgarian bi-weekly, “Saznanie,” 1343 E. Ferry, Detroit

Following is the English Pi
Daily, “Daily Worker,” 50 East 13th St., N. Y. C
Daily, “Western Worker,” 121 Haight St., San Fr
Weekly, “Sunday Worker,” 50 East St., N. A. (

Monthly, “Southern Worker,” P. O. Box 572, Birmingham
loathly, “The Communist,” 50 East 13th St., N. A. Civ

■r,” 50 East 13th St., N, Y. CMonthly, “The Party Ore

Fraternally yours,
Org-Education Commission or the

Central Committee, C. P. U. S. A.
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ness Trebst testified that her book shop distributed these
“educational” newspapers and magazines:

Izvestia (Russian).
New Masses.
Health and Hygiene.
Soviet Russia Today.
Sovietland.
U. S. S. R. in Construction.
Crocodile (Russian).
InternationalLiterature.
Moscow News.
La Voz (Spanish).
Labor Defender, International Labor Defense.
Fight, American League for Peace and Democracy.
China Today.
New Pioneer.
Voice of China.
Der Hammer (Jewish).
Nailebeu (Jewish and English), Icon.
Biro-Bidjan, Icon.
Photo-History (Communist International).
Jewish Life (Communist International).
Science and Society (A Marxian Quarterly)
L’Unita Operaia (Italian).
Volksecho (German
Vanguard (Chinese)
Die Volks Illustrierte (Germar

Labor Notes, Economic Notes, Textile Notes, Labor Research Asso-
ciation, 80 East 11th Street, New York City (see later comment
herein on New England Labor Research Association).

In addition to the campaigns in the Communist press
and the vast issues of pamphlets and other material by
the Communist Party in support of the Committee for
Industrial Organization, Comrade Trebst testified that
she also purchased large quantities of pamphlets pub-
lished by the C. I. O. for sale and distribution.

Tickets for events, sponsored or organized by the
Communist Party, are distributed through the book
shops. During the summer when numerous mass meet-
ings and picnics were held in the rural districts, individual

In addition to the above-named newspapers the wit-
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literature agents sold pamphlets at these events, but at
the larger affairs the Progressive Bookshop has main-
tained its own counter. Thus during the summer of
1937 the Commission finds the Progressive Bookshop
reported at the following events, which also include two
meetings held in Boston:
Sunday, July 4. Lithuanian Societies, Maynard. l
Monday, July 5. Young Communist League, Caledonia Grov
Monday, August 16. Communist Party Picnic, Walpole.
Wednesday, August 4. Meeting of Communist Party, Old South

Meeting House.
Friday, August 20. Symphony Hall, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln

Battalion.
Monday, September 6. American Lithuanian Chamber of Common

Picnic, Maynard.

Practically all of the Communist Party neighborhood
and state-wide publications contain promotional items
for the Progressive Bookshop and for the Holyoke
Book Shop. For example:

‘‘The South End Voice,” issued by Communist
Party, South End Branch, July, 1937.

(Page 7) These events affect everyday life. You will certainly
wish to read more about them. Books, pamphlets, etc., which will
aid your understanding of these events can be obtained at the Pro-
gressive Book Shop, 8 Beach St., Boston.

“The South End Voice,” September, 1937:
(Page 8) Other recent publications include the “Daily Worker”

each day, “Champion of Youth” for the young fellows, and other
interesting pamphlets, magazines, papers and books. The Progres-
sive Book Shop on Beach Street has themall.

“The Harvard Communist,” issued by Harvard Unit
of the Young Communist League, April, 1936, page 30:

1 During our investigation we requested information from police officials of towns ar
cities concerning Communistic. Fascist, Nazi or other subversive activities covered by tl
resolve. The Police Chief of Maynard wrote the Commission on August 30 that in his tow
“We have no Fascist, Nazi organizations.” He omitted mention of Communistic groups

concerning which information was requested of him. Numerous residents of Maynard were
active in behalf of Communist candidates in the lust state election.
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HOLYOKE
BOOK SHOP

6J Holvoke Street

CAMBRIDGE
SALE

New England Labor Research Association. In
New York the Communist Party prints labor notes, eco-
nomic notes, etc., under the imprint of Labor Research
Association. There was set up in Massachusetts the
New England Labor Research Association patterned after
that in New York. Copies of various issues published
in 1937 and 1938 are in possession of the Commission.
Taking subscriptions and using the mails, this organiza-
tion has remained anonymous as to its ownership and
direction. No statement of ownership is contained in
the copies on file. At the time when investigation was
made it was not registered at the city halls, either of
Boston or of Cambridge. There is no record of its in-
corporation in this State. For some time its Boston
address was at 6 Byron Street, which premises are also
used as the office of the Rev. Donald Lothrop, leader of
Community Church of Boston. Later and currently, the
address of the New England Labor Research Association
was shifted to 19 Dunster Street, Cambridge the
Holyoke Book Shop. Labor and economic topics covered
by the bulletins of the New England Labor Research
Association emphasized dividends paid to stockholders
of corporations, salaries to executives; minimize deficits;
describe the “exploitation of workers;” laud the activi-
ties of the C. I. 0.; condemn “Fascism;” and its articles
are strongly colored to stimulate class struggle.

On page 10 of the bulletin for January, 1938, there
appears:

Massachusetts Industrial Council (C. I. 0.) in a letter of January 12
writes: “We have suggested to our local unions the advisability of
subscribing to your Bulletin. ”
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This accomplishment will be another step in the
“Left” education of C. I. 0. membership which is being
so widely conducted by Communist agents.

“Science and Society: A Marxian Quarterly.”
The issue for the summer of 1937 of this magazine was
No. 4, Volume 1. William T. Parry, former assistant at
Harvard University, is the managing editor. He main-
tains headquarters at the Holyoke Book Shop. He is
the present director of the Communist Progressive Labor
School in Boston. Other officials as given in the above-
mentioned issue include:

Editors:
Edwin Berry Burgum, New York University.
V. J. McGill, Hunter College.
Margaret Schlaugh, New York University
Bernard J. Stern, Columbia University.

Business Manager.
Henry F. Mins, Jr.

Contributing Editor
J. W. Alexander, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.
Francis Birch, Harvard
Louis B, Boudin, New York City.
Theodore B. Brameld, Adelphi
Dorothy Brewster, Columbia
Ralph J. Bundle, Howard
Kenneth Burke, New York City
Addison T. Cutler, Fiske,
E. Franklin Frazier, Howard,
Louis Harap, Harvard.
Granville Hicks, Grafton, N. Y
Eugene C. Holmes, Howard
Lee Huberman, New York City
Corliss Lament, New York City.
Oliver Larkin, Smith
Robert Morss Lovett, University of Chicago.
Broadus Mitchell, Johns Hopkins
Fulmer Mood, HuntingtonLibrary.
Brooks Otis, Hobart,
Herbert J. Phillips, University of Washington
David Ramsay, New York City.
Jerome Rosenthal, New City.
Samuel Sillen, New York University
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Harry C. Steinmetz, San Diego State College.
D. J. Struik, Massachusetts Institute of Technolo]
Paul M. Sweezy, Plarvard.
Genevieve Taggard, Sarah Lawren
Louis Weisner, Hunter.

We reproduce the table of contents
tety and Mind in MarxismPhilosophy”—Antonie Pannekeek

Antonie Pannekeek, noted Dutch astronomer, was the recipient of
an honorary doctorate at the Harvard tercentenary. He is perhaps
best known to Marxists for his pamphlet “Marxism and Darwinism”
and his pre-War polemics against Kautsky.

Literary Opposition to Utilitarianism”—Granville Hick

Granville Hicks is the author of the “Great Tradition” and “John
Reed,” He has contributed articles on literary criticism to various
scholarly and critical journals.

A Dialectical Account of Evolution” J. B. S. Haldane

B. S. Haldane, F. R. S., Prof isor of Genetics at the University
metical Society, author of numer-mdon, past President of the (

physiology, genetics, and natural
juarding Madrid from possible gas

m human chemi
selection, is now engaged in safeg

attac

A Discussion of Religion

if a Young Scien on the Testament of an Old
On

Joseph Needham, Reader in I hemistry at Cambridge Univer-
r at Stanford, Yale, and Royal

IK

sitv, visiting Professor and Lect ir

uthor of many books and articles
nd religion, is a Foreign Editor of

College of Physicians (London
dealing with biology, philosophy an

Tv■nee ar

A Discussion of Religion.”
“A Reply to Joseph Needha Corliss Lament

Corliss Lament is the author of The Illusion of Immortality.” He
was formerly instructor in Philosophy at Columbia University
a Contributing Editor of “Science and Society.”

“The Dilemma of Puerto Rico” Earl P. Hanson
Earl P. Hanson was planning Consultant for the National Resour

Committee for fifteen months ending December, 1936. He was
loan to the Puerto Rico Reconstruction Administration on wh
executive board he served.
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“American Negro Slave Revolts” Herbert Aptheker

Herbert Aptheker is a graduate student in the History Department
of Columbia University.

Communications

“Marx’s ‘First Thesis’ on Feuerbach” S. Diamond.

S. Diamond, psychologist, has previously contributed to “Science
and Society” and to various learned journal:

“A Reply to Professor Hogben” D. J. Struik
D. J. Struik, Associate Professor of Mathematics at the Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology, contributing editor of “Science and
Society,” has contributed to previous issues.

“Logical Positivism and the Unity of Science” V. J. McGill.

V. J. McGill, Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Hunter College,
and editor of “Science and Society” has contributed to previous
issues.

“Adler, Art and Prudence” Joseph Mindell
Joseph Mindell has a doctoratefrom Columbia University

“Palme Ddtt, World Politics, 1918-1936” Lee Huberm:
Lee Huberman is the author of several books including “Man’s

Worldly Goods” which was reviewed in the last issue. He is a con-
tributing editor.

S. Brunner and Lorge, Rural Trends in Depression Years
A Survey of Village Centered Agricultural Communities.

“ 1930-1936” Anna Rochester.

Anna Rochester of the Labor Research Association is the author
of “Rulers of America: A Study of Finance, Capital and Labor and
Coal.” She was formerly connected with the United States Children’s
Bureau.

Lynd and Lynd, Middletown in Transition; A Study in Cul-
tural Conflicts” E. Franklin Frazier.

E. Franklin Frazier is Head of the Department of Sociology at
Howard University and is a contributing editor of “Science and
Society.”

Book Review
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“Deutsch, The Mentally 111 in America” Bernard F. Reiss
Bernard F. Reiss is Assistant Professor of Education at Hunt

College.

“Hogben, Mathematics for the Million” J. L. Doob

J. L. Doob, formerly National Research Fellow in Mathematics
and Research Associate in Statistics at Columbia, is Assistant Professor
of Mathematics at the University of Illinois.

“Bell, Men of Mathematics” Louis Weisner,

Louis Weisner, Associate Professor of Mathematics at Hunter Col-
lege, contributing editor of “Science and Society,” was formerly a Na-
tional Research Fellow.

“A Fragment from Engels,

American Writers Congress.
In the “Daily Worker” of January 18, 1935, on page 5

there appeared a call for a Congress of American revolu-
tionary writers:

The Capitalist system crumbles so rapidly before our eyes, that,
whereas ten years ago scarcely more than a handful of writers were
sufficiently far-sighted and courageous to take a stand for proletarian
revolution, today hundreds of poets, novelists, dramatists, critics,
short story writers and journalists recognize the necessity of person-
ally helping to accelerate the destruction of capitalism and the estab-
lishment of a workers’ government.

Many revolutionary writers live virtually in isolation, lacking op-
portunities to discuss vital problems with their fellows. Others are
so absorbed in the revolutionary cause that they have few oppor-
tunities for thorough examination and analysis. Never have the
writers of the nation come together for fundamental discussion.

On April 29, 1935, the “Daily Worker” printed the
list of prepared papers presented to this American Writ-
ers’ Congress. They included the following:
Joseph Freeman, “The Tradition of the American Revolutionary

Literature.”
Kenneth Burke, “Revolutionary Symbolism in America.”
Harry F. Ward, “The Writers’ Part in the Struggle Against War.”Jack Conroy, “The Worker as Writer.’ ’
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Edwin Seaver, “The Proletarian Novel.”
Isadoee Schneider, “Proletarian Poetry.”
Edward Dahlberg, “Fascism and the Writer,
Eugene Gordon, “Social and Political Problems of the Negro

Writer.”
John Howard Lawson, “Technique in the Drama.
Michael Blankeoet and Nathan Buchwald, “Social Trend in the

Modern Drama.”
Josephine Heebst, “Industrial Agrarian Struggles and the Novel.”
Corliss Lamont, “The Writer and the Soviet Union.”
Meridel Le Sueur, “Proletarian Literature in the Middle West.”
Jambs T. Farrell, “The Short Story.”
Matthew Jose Hine, “The Role of the Writer in the Soviet Union.”
Joshua Kunitz, “Literary Fellow-Travelers.”
Eugene Clay, “The Negro and Recent American Literature
Joseph North, “Reportage.”
Granville Hicks, “Dialectics in the Development of Marxist Criti-

cism.”
M. J. Olgin, “The Soviet Writers’ Congress
Malcolm Cowley, “What the Revolutionary Movement can Give to

the Writer.”
Albert Maltz, “The Working Class Theatre.’
Henry Hart, “Contemporary Publishing and the Revolutionary

Writer.”
Alexander Trachtenberg, “Publishing for Worker*

The works of most of these writers are circulated in
this Commonwealth chiefly from the presses of the Com-
munist Party.

In the “Daily Worker” of April 30, 1935, it is stated
that another organization was set up to be known as the
League of American Writers, membership limited to revo-
lutionary writers. The national committee and execu-
tive committee as set forth are given.

National C 'ommitlee

Newton Arvin.
Sterling Brown.
Fielding Burke.
Erskine Caldwell.
Eugene Clay.

Joshua Kunitz.
Tillie Lerner.
Meridel, Le Sueur.
Grace Lumpkin.
Lewis Mumford.
Clifford Odets.Jack Conroy

James T. Farrell.
Kenneth Fearing.
Horace Gregory.
Langston Hughes

Paul Peters.
William Rollins.
Lincoln Steffens.
Richard Wright.
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Executive Committee.
Kenneth Burke. Matthew Josephson.
Harold Clurman. Alfred Krevmberg.
Malcolm Cowley. John Howard Lawson.
Edward Dahlberg. Albert Maltz.
Joseph Freeman. Isador Schneider.
Michael Gold. Edwin Seaver.
Henry Hart. Genevieve Taggard.
Josephine Herbst. Alexander Trachtenberg.
Granville Hicks.

Two organizations are the chief publishers of the Com-
munist Party. Both are controlled by Communists.
One is the International Publishers and the other is
the Workers Library Publishers. The catalogue of the
Workers Library Publishers contains publications of both
houses and lists a total of 447 pamphlets as well as
many books and magazines. Most of these pamphlets
sell at a few cents each, which insure a wide field of
distribution.

There also is in New York an organization which is sending printed
matter into Massachusetts. It is the American Music League, using
as an address, “Presbyterian Building, 156 Fifth Ave., New York
City.” Among its six expressed aims are:

(5) To publish and popularize American folk music.
(6) To work for the defense of musical culture against the danger of

fascism, censorship and war.

The foregoing “aims” are contained in a pamphlet en-
titled “March and Sing.” It prints verses of sixteen
songs more than half of which are exact reprints from
song books published and used by the Communist Party
and its affiliates. The following are examples of the
“musical culture” contained in this pamphlet:



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June290

(Page 3) “On the First of May,” words and music by Kenneth
Hunter:

II

Give us Peace, not guns that sla;
Celebrate the First of May!
Down with fascist slavery,
Save Democracy!
As our brother workers gave
Heart and hand and brain,
Side by side we help to save
Those who fight in Spain!
As they fight to aid us too,
We must strive and see them thru!
Give us Peace, not guns that slay,
On the First of May!

(See hereinbefore the “Introduction” to the sections
dealing with Communistic activities for letters written
by Herzog, alias Kenneth blunter, to Frankfeld.)

(Page 8) “Sit Down,” by Maurice Sugar

I.
When they tie the can to a Union mat
Sit down! Sit down!
When they give ’im the sack
They’ll take ’im back:
Sit down! Sit down!

Sit down, just take a sea
Sit down and rest your feet;
Sit down, you’ve got them beat
Sit down, sit down!

(Page 10) “United Front,” by Bert Brecht, music by Hans E

I
And just because he’s human
A man would like a little bite to
He won’t get full on a lot of talk
That won’t give him bread and n
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Cho,

left, two, three
So, left, two, three
To the work that we must do,
March on in the workers’ united front
For you are a worker too.

(Page 15) “Casey Jones,” by Joe Hill
I.

The workers on the S. P. line to strike sent out a call;
But Casey Jones, the engineer, he wouldn’t strike at all.
His boiler it was leaking and its drivers on the bum,
And his engine and its bearings, they were all out of plumb.

Chorus
Casey Jones, kept his junk pile running;
Casey Jones, was working double time.
Casey Jones, got a wooden medal
For being good and faithful to the S. P. line.

IV.
The angels got together, and they said it wasn’t fair
For Casey Jones to go around a-scabbing everywhere;
The Angels Union Number Twenty-three, they sure were there.
And they promptly fired Casey down the Golden Stair;

Chorus
Casey Jones, went to hell a-flying,
“Casey Jones”, the Devil said, “Oh fine!
“Casey Jones, get busy shoveling sulphur
“That’s what you get for scabbing on the S. P. line

(Page 16) “Frisco Strike Saga,” words by S. Karnot and
Robinson. Tune; “Home on the Range”;

Earl

I.
’Twas the month of July,
In the hot sun we did fry
On the docks of that old Frisco Bay.
We were rolling our trucks
For a few lousy bucks,
And the bosses held back half our pay.
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Chorus

Oh, hold that picket line.
We’re fighting for jobs and more pay;
For the longshoreman’s right
To picket and strike!
And to organize in our own wav

11.
Then we went to fink hall
For the straw-bosses’ call,
And they gave us six months’ run-a-round.
And we’d beg for a job
From a pot-bellied slob
Who would run us clear down to the ground

Choru

Oh, hold that picket line, etc

During the past few years, prior to and following the
Seventh World Congress of the Communist International
(Moscow, 1935) the Communist Party, U. S. A., has
abandoned sectarian, isolated existence, and has ener-
getically moved to amalgamate with its forces those of
the Socialist Party, of radical labor organizations and of
numerous liberal and progressive groups. This consoli-
dation is called the United Front. Its common rallying
cry has been a defence against Fascism, Fascism’s belli-
cosity, and suppression of individual liberties.

The groups which the Communist seek to align are
naturally and consistently opposed to Fascism and to all
forms of dictatorship. In joining with the Communist
Party, whether consciously or otherwise, they fail to
consider Communism is also dictation, and that both
Fascist and Bolshevik dictatorships have adopted tyran-
nical, ruthless, terroristic suppressions.

At the Seventh World Congress this tactic of the
United Front was officially made one to be pursued by
all sections of the Communist International. Weeks be-
fore this Congress the Comintern had prepared the way

United Front.
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for adoption of the United Front tactic. There appeared
in a special dispatch to the “Daily Worker,” the chief
Communist organ in this country:

United Front First Step to Revolution.

Broadest Struggles Tasks of Communists Must show Masses
Only Road to Their Liberation.

'Special to the Daily Worker
Moscow, July 28, 1935. ... Out of this situation arose the

Communist opposition tactics, “class against class,” against Socialist
bourgeois policies. This Communist tactic innowise contradicted the
United Front:

. . .

In England and America the Communist Parties strengthened tin
proletariat and increased their influence by correct United Fron
tactics.

The United Front is no simple uniting of two parties but indicates
the turning of the masses from reformist to revolutionary policies, and
is the first step toward a strong revolutionary party of the proletariat.

From the resolutions of this Congress (Workers Li-
brary Publishers, 1935) we find on page 25 the following:

In face of the towering menace of Fascism . .

. The Seventh Con
gress of the Communist International declares that at the present
historical stage it is the main and immediate task of the international
labor movement to establish the united fighting front of the working class.

... It is the duty of the Communist Parties to take into consider-
ation the changed circumstances and to apply the united front tactics

a new manner, by seeking to reach agreements with the organizatior

of the toilers of various political trends for joint action on
local, district, national and international scale

Successful applications of United Front tactics in other
countries were reviewed. The way by which this tactic
could bring about Communist participation in a People’s
Front government was cited, as in France and in Spain.
Communist writers hold that the refusal of the Social-
Democrats to work with the strong Communist Party
in Germany was responsible for the rise of Hitler and
Fascism there. In other words, the present Communist
theme says in effect that you must all choose either their
way of dictation or you are lined up in defence of Fas-
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cist dictation. This results in a present deplorable situ-
ation of extremes fighting for supremacy, leaving democ-
racy, which the people of this Commonwealth built and
love, in the middle, there to be strangled.

Other resolutions of the Seventh World Congress which
constitute an element in the present tactic of the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts, include:

(Page 27) 2. Without for a moment giving up their independent
work in the sphere of Communist education, organization and mobili-
zation of the masses, the Communists, in order to render the road to
unity of action easier for the workers, must strive to secure joint action
with the Social-Democratic Pabtibs reformist trade unions and other
organizations of the toilers against the class enemies of the proletariat,
on the basis of short or long term agreements.

Some of the rallying points to secure the co-operation
of large groups are:

(Page 30) While working everywhere among the urban petty
bourgeoisie and the intelligentsia as well as among the office em-
ployees, the Communists must rouse these strata against increasing
taxation, and the high cost of living, against their spoliation by mo-
nopoly capital, by the trusts, against the thraldom of interest pay-
ments, and against dismissals and reductions in salary of government
employees. While defending the interests and rights of the progres-
sive intellectuals, it is necessary to give them every support in their
movement against cultural reaction, and to facilitate their going over
to the side of the working class in the struggle against fascism.

On his return from attendance at said Seventh World
Congress in Moscow a book by Earl Browder, “Build
the United People’s Front”, was published by the Work-
ers Library Publishers, January, 1936. It reads as fol-
lows:

(Page 15) It is not fully clear that without a united front there
can be no proletarian peace policy and no effective struggle for peace.

(Page 42) Furthermore, our line is for the ultimate unification of
Socialists and Communists into one revolutionary party of the working
class. This will become possible the more we develop successful united
action, the more our Socialist comrades break with the “Old Guard
reactionary forces, isolate them, and defeat them, and when these
comrades are ready, by the experience of the struggle itself, to adopt
a real, consistent, revolutionary position.
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In March, 1937, the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A., sent the following order to the
Communist Party of Massachusetts:

United Front and our relation with the Socialist Party ... to
make the united front the center of all agitation, proving on all occa-
sions the necessity for the united front ... to carry on agitation
among Socialists for the necessity of the united front, at the same
time answering in a popular and friendly way the objections of the
Militant Socialists. .

.
.

Back in the summer of 1934 Comrade N. Sparks, in
charge of Massachusetts Communists, proposed in a
letter to Alfred Baker Lewis, Secretary of the Socialist
Party, a United Front of both parties;

Alfred Baker Lewis replied on August 6, 1934

We are a disciplined part of our national organization and we will
go in or stay out of united fronts accordingly as they decide.

... On the other hand, Paul Wicks, who is your organizer in West-
ern Massachusetts, has told our organizer that it was the same proposal
of a united front from below for the purpose of breaking up a Social
Fascist organization, by which he means us.

The United Front in this Commonwealth was not
effected at this time.

That the national head of the Socialist Party shortly
thereafter was contemplating possible unified action is
shown by the statement of Norman Thomas in “The
Socialist Call,” April 20, 1935:

But to press this principle into the demand that Socialists must
swear that they can never conceive of any circumstances that will
justify armed insurrection, or to compel Socialists to affirm a blind
belief in a romantic parliamentarianism is complete and unsocialist
folly. What we have to do in the future wall be determined far more
by events than by fine spun theoretical speculation or dogmatic
affirmation.

Alfred Baker Lewis testified before the Commission
that there is at present a United Front between the
Socialist Party and the Communist Party of Massachu-
setts for certain purposes.
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In other pages we have indicated by excerpts from
Communist literature that the Marx-Leninists in fact
despise the Socialist Party and all reformist groups, ex-
cepting when, as at present, they want to use them for
their own purposes. In witness thereof we quote from
the “Manifesto and Principal Resolutions” adopted by
the Eighth Convention of the Communist Party, U. S. A.
(1934):

(Page 6)
... A reformist is one who says he believes that by

reforms alone, by laws to be passed by legislative assemblies, can
the evils of the capitalist be remedied and the lives of the toilers per-
manently improved. A reformist is naturally opposed to revolutionary
struggles. He is an upholder of “law and order” (capitalist law and
boss order). A reformist is one who washes peace with the capitalists
and their government. And since the workers in present day capi-
talist society can get nothing except by fighting the capitalists and
their government, a reformist is in reality an enemy of the workers.
The leaders of the A. F. of L., the leaders of the independent unions
in so far as they avoid real struggles with the bosses, the leaders of
the Socialist Party and similar elements are reformists in this particu-
lar sense of the word. Reformists claim to be in favor of improvement
by “peaceable methods”, but in reality they are either active strike-
breakers or otherwise engaged in breaking the struggles of the workers.

Foster wrote in his “Toward Soviet America” (1932):

(Page 193) Wherever it is to be found, the Socialist Party, under
its false-face of working phases, is a maid-of-all-work for the capitalist
class.

(Page 239) Progressivism is a grave danger to the working class.
This is because of the widespread existence of petty bourgeois illu-
sions among the workers. The La Follettes, Murphys, etc., are dis-
organizes and demoralizers of the workers and poor farmers. The
progressive bloc is just another lightning rod to shield the capitalist
profit edifice.

The Communist International planned this United
Front tactic as a most effective means of bringing about
in this country and in this Commonwealth, first, the
political participation of Communist forces by means of
a Labor Party, and second, the eventual seizure of the
government structure and the setting up of a Soviet
dictatorship.
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From the resolutions of said Seventh World Congress
of the Communist International, held in Moscow in 1935,
this is conclusively shown;

(Page 30) In the circumstances of a political crisis, when theruling
classes are no longer in a position to cope with the powerful sweep of
the mass movement, the Communists must advance fundamental
revolutionary slogans (such as, for instance, control of production and

force and its replacement by an
are directed toward still further

power of the bourgeoisie and in-
class, toward isolating the parties
working masses right up to the

the banks, disbandment of the 'polio
armed workers’ militia, etc.) which
shaking the economic and political
creasing the strength of the working
of compromise, and which lead th<
point of the revolutionary seizure of power. If with such an upsurge
of the mass movement it will prove possible, and necessary, in the
interests of the proletariat to create a proletarian united front govern-
ment, or an anti-fascist people’s front government, which is not as
yet a government of the proletarian dictatorship, but one which
undertakes to put into effect decisive measures against fascism and
reaction, the Communist Party must see to it that such a government
is formed. The following situation is an essential prerequisite for the
formation of a united front government; (a) when the state apparatus
of the bourgeoisie is seriously paralyzed so that the bourgeoisie is not
in condition to prevent the formation of such a government; (6) when
vast masses of the toilers vehemently take action against fascism and
reaction but are not yet ready to rise and fight for Soviet Power; (c)
when already a considerable proportion of the organizations of the
Social-Democratic and other parties participating in the united front
demand ruthless measures against the fascist and other reactionaries,
and are ready to fight together with the Communists for the carrying
out of these measures.

(Page 38) In the struggle to defend against fascism the bourgeois-
democratic liberties and the gains of the toilers, in the struggle to
overthrow fascist dictatorship, the revolutionary proletariat prepare
its forces, strengthens its fighting contacts with its allies and direct
the struggle toward the goal of achievingreal democracy of the toiler

:t Power

Much of Foster’s book “From Bryan to Stalin” (In-
ternational Publishers, 1937) is devoted to the success
which Communists are gaining among organized labor,
youth organizations, and in other mass groupings which
involve millions of our national population and hundreds
of thousands of residents of this Commonwealth:
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(Page 301) Now, more than ever, the Communist Party is playing,
an active role in the class struggle on a broad united front basis. Here
I can mention only a few of its chief activities at the present time.
... It is playing an important part in the American Youth Congress,,
which at its convention in Cleveland, July 3, 1936, had 1,400 dele-
gates, representing a membership of 1,700,000. The Communist
Party is likewise a vital factor in the American League against War
and Fascism, a movement which held its third congress in Cleveland,
in January, 1936, with an attendance of 2,070 delegates from 1,840
organizations of 3,291,906 members. The Party’s role was also one of
central importance in the organization of the great united front Na-
tional Negro Congress in Chicago, February, 1936, of 817 delegates
representing 1,200,000 members organized in trade unions, churches,
youth clubs, etc. In all these united front movements the Commu-
nist Party is an official participant. . . .

The Party is also playing an important and increasing role in the
great awakening that is taking place among the intellectuals, more
and more of these elements becoming involved in the Party’s united
front activities. Especially, through the Young Communist League
are the Communists also making headway among the vital strata of
the youth. In short, the Communist Party is becoming a major factor
in the American class struggle.

oldcy of the People's Front(Page 330) The Stalinist pol
Marxian-Leninist Policy of the united front applied to present day
conditions of struggle

Front is the class struggle ofLenin(Page 334) The line of People

. .
.

The Spanish workers allied with the poor peasants and lower
city middle class in their heroic People’s Front. . . . The Spanish
masses are traveling the revolutionary road that leads finally to abol-
ishing capitalism altogether, setting up the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat and building Socialism

The decision to build the American United Front was
contemporaneous with the recent rise of industrial union-
ism, and there is no question but that it has provided
fruitful opportunity for establishment of Communist
United Front organizations and for the training of large
masses of workers in the revolutionary class struggle.

Foster further wrote in his book “From Bryan to
Stalin,” page 336:

. . . But the C. I. O.’s significance far outruns the question of the
organization of the unorganized. ... It is a movement which has
the potentiality of profoundly altering the whole structure, leader-
ship, policies, and social outlook of the trade union movement.
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. . . The C. I. 0. is a crushing blow in the face of this whole reac-
tionary system. It carries within it the possibility of a great advance
of labor on every front ideologically, industrially, politically
during the on-coming period. It can serve as the means to unite all
the present scattered struggles of the workers, farmers, middle class,
Negroes, Youth, etc. into one mighty progressive mass movement;
into a great American People’s Front against Fascism, and War.

Conditions are rapidly ripening in the United States for the estab-
lishment of a great Farmer-Labor Party able to unite the toiling
masses of workers, farmers, petty bourgeoisie, Negroes, etc. against
fascism and war. The many developments in the direction of the
American People’s Front tend to find their principal center in this
Farmer-Labor movement.

Communism Labor.

The followers of Marx and Lenin unqualifiedly desig-
nate themselves as the leaders of the proletariat, that is,
the true leaders of every working man and woman in the
Commonwealth. It is among these working men and
women, the vast majority of our population, that the
Communist Party seeks to root itself. It does not do it
openly, but strives first to organize all labor and at the
same time to secure key and leading positions in labor
organizations for members of the Communist Party,
which will enable them both to mould the policies of the
unions and also to train the workers to think along the
line of class hatred and constant struggle.

One of the primary rules of membership in the Com-
munist Party, in the Young Communist League, and in
the many satellite organizations, is that the members
shall also belong to a trade union. There has been evi-
dence that the leadership of the A. F. of L. has directed
its efforts to keeping Communists from membership in
its unions, and, with a few exceptions, has succeeded. It
appears from evidence before the Commission that this
has not been the policy of the Committee for Industrial
Organization, but that the Communists’ membership has
been welcomed in the C. I. 0., and training and experi-
ence of Communist trade unionists and organizers have
been utilized in the huge campaign of industrial union-
ization. In saying this, this Commission refers to the
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leadership of the C. 1. O. and in no way applies it to the
masses of loyal citizens making up the membership of
that organization. The latter do not realize to what ex-
tent Communist functionaries have foisted themselves
into places of agitation and leadership amongst union
labor.

There is little in the program which Communists would
inflict upon working men and women which these men
and women would accept if they realized the intent. In
the first place, the Communist Party must and is making
every effort to continue our economic depression and to
prolong and sharpen it to a point of crisis. Unrest, eco-
nomic distress adds weight to their forces. Their pro-
gram has not changed since it was set forth in their
election platform of 1932:

Resist the carrying through of the capitalist way out of the crisis.
Fight for the workers’ way for the revolutionary way out of the
crisis for the United States of Soviet America!

As William Z. Foster told his Party (“The Commu
Ist” magazine, December, 1931):

It is easy to lead struggles when the masses are in motion

Time after time Communist publications paint for the
Massachusetts worker a glowing picture of economic ex-
istence in Soviet Russia. As, for instance, the “Cam-
bridge People’s Voice,” January, 1938:

(Page 2) It’s a fac
That we have had depressions on and
That we will have themso long as capitalism exist

That in the Soviet Union where there are no capitalists there are
no depressions, there is no unemployment!

Communist leaders repeatedly tell us that Soviet
America will be patterned after Soviet Russia adapted
to American conditions. Therefore it is pertinent to ex-
amine briefly some of the so-called advantages which the
Russian workers enjoy. The above-quoted statement of
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Communists conceal the fact that during the 1930’5,
crop failures and other conditions caused widespread dis-
tress in Soviet Russia, and resulted in several hundred
thousand deaths by starvation. This is a conservative
rather than an extravagant statement, taken from author-
itative evidence before this Commission. At the same
time that its own people were dying, the Soviet gov-
ernment was exporting food supplies in order to obtain
gold from abroad.

Communists make repeated statements that “there is
no unemployment in the Soviet Union.” If in the United
States and in Massachusetts those persons in disfavor
with the government were no longer counted as citizens
and workers, our official figures which would be given
as the total of unemployed persons would be much less
than the present official totals. In Russia there is but
one employer; it is Stalin’s State. Only those who pos-
sess work cards and are permitted to work are counted as
citizens. When a Russian loses his work card he loses
his citizenship and no longer is counted.

We cannot imagine that a Massachusetts worker will
consciously give up his freedom of action, despite eco-
nomic depressions, despite the various lacks and failings
of our own system, and accept a system under which to
strike is treason against the State, or to change one’s job
requires official permission; to lose one’s job entails liv-
ing as a scavenger or starvation; and to travel from one
town to another, such as from Boston to Springfield, re-
quires an official permission and passport.

The Communists make much of a so-called five-day
week in the Soviet Union and their social security system
there. They do not have a five-day week. They have one
day off in five. This gives them 73 days free in a year,
whereas a true five-day week equals 104free days in a year,
a difference of 31 days. Even under the prevalent five-
and-a-half day week the American worker has six more
free days in a year than the Russian.

According to evidence presented to us the sum allotted
to an unemployed worker in the Soviet Union three years
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ago we have not current figures, nor have we evidence
that they have been boosted was 27 rubles per month.
Figuring this conservatively, and generously considering
the uncertain value of the ruble, at 5 rubles to a dollar,
this amounts to approximately $5.40 per month.

The Communists tell the working man and the un-
employed that in the Soviet Union there are, and in
Soviet America there would be, no classes. The word
“class” is not used in the Soviet Union, but the word
“category” is not only used but applied, and there are
as many categories in Soviet Russia as there are castes
in India. The chief category, split into higher and lower
layers, is the Communist Party. This is the exclusive
caste which rules Russia. Its numbers are limited to
about 1,500,000 members. This 1 per cent minority
holds in absolute subjugation Russia’s population of
more than 150,000,000.

There are at least three main divisions of stores at
which the Russians may purchase their needs:

1. Torgsin Stores. Gold rubles (valuta) are required
there. The ordinary skilled worker never sees any
valuta. These Torgsin Stores may be patronized by
Communist officials, officials of the G. P. U. (Political
Police) and the higher categories of technicians. Here
eggs, butter, sugar, clothing, shoes have been available at
lower prices than in the stores necessarily patronized by
lower paid workers.

2. Stores for clerks, professional people and ordinary
workers, where they can secure, if they are available,
staples and such comforts as were left over from Torgsin’s
Stores.

3. Open markets under government supervision patro-
nized by priests, the remnants of the bourgeoisie and
other disfranchised people. The basic Marxist doctrine,
“from each according to his ability, to each according
to his need” in other words, equalization of wages
was applied at the beginning of Lenin’s regime in Russia.
Stalin has shifted this doctrine to one of “to each accord-
ing to his ability.” He explains that Soviet Russia is
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still in a period of “Socialism,” that it has not yet reached
the stage of “Communism,” in a pamphlet, “The Stak-
hanov Movement in the Soviet Union,” printed by
Workers Library Publishers, January, 1936, and cur-
rently vended at all Communist book stores at 3 cents
each. On page 6 there appears:

The principle of socialism is that in a society each works according
to his ability and receives articles of consumption, not according to
his needs, but according to the work he performs for society. .

.
.

An entire generation of Russians has waited twenty
years for “Communism.” Thus, in Soviet Russia, as in
a capitalist system, wages are paid according to cate-
gories and to the amount of work performed.

Much was made in December, 1937, of the fact that
minimum wages had been raised in Soviet Russia. The
minimum set was 110 to 115 rubles per month, which
equals $23 per month. The ordinary worker receives an
average of 230 rubles per month, or $46. To be sure,
there are certain highly paid workers in heavy industry
drawing as much as 3,000 rubles per month, but they are
not the ordinary workers.

If we compare this to present conditions in our Com-
monwealth, unsatisfactory as they may be, we find the
Russian worker, under Socialism, is receiving less than
our W. P. A. workers under relief.

The alleged “emancipation of women,” whereby
husband and wife work side by side in the factory, be-
comes an economic necessity.

“Speed-up” has been a prolific center of contention in
our Commonwealth. Speed-up in itself, as applied in
our industries, is not a subject of this report, but the Com-
munists have used it as one of their means of agitation,
and it is only fair to state that speed-up has become a
fetish amongst the Bolsheviks of Soviet Russia. There
it is called “Stakhanovism,” and the highly prized workers
who have multiplied their “standards of output” are
called “Stakhanovites.” For a specific glorification of
the speed-up system one is referred to Stalin’s pamphlet,
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“The Stakhanov Movement in the Soviet Union,” pre-
viously cited, on page 17:

Some say that we no longer need any standards of output. That is
not true, comrades. More, it is foolish. Without standards of out-
put, planned economy is impossible. Standards of output are more-
over necessary in order to raise the backward masses to the level of
the more advanced. Standards of output constitute a great regulating
force, which in production organizes the masses of the workers around
the foremost elements of the working class. We therefore need stand-
ards of output; not those, however, that now exist, but higher ones.

They belong in the class of national heroes. For in-
stance, in an October, 1937, issue of “Moscow Daily
News,” we read:

Lukyanov, a bricklayer working in Krasnoyarsk, the Far East,
recently laid 20,300 bricks in one shift instead of his quota of 4,500.

Oskin, a combine operator from Orenburg Province, reaped more
than 10,000acres during the season, an exceptional record.

Osipovich, a lumberjack working in the forests of Northern Prov-
ince, cuts from 20 to 25 cu. m. daily, exceeding his quota several
times.

Nor is piecework solely a capitalist practice. It is the
common measure of remuneration in the Soviet facto-
ries, with quotas set by alleged technical experts, many
of them female Comrades whose training was had in the
political schools.

In confirmation of the above, evidence of which has
also been secured from other sources, Corliss Lament,
ardent Communist, has written:

From “Socialist Planning in Soviet Russia” (published
by Friends of the Soviet Union), page 24:

Shock brigades and shock workers (udarniks) lead the way in in-
creasing the quantity and improving the quality of production. Indi-
vidual factories, coal mines, trade unions and other organizations
enter into “socialist competition” to do the same.

From “On Linderstanding Soviet Russia” (publishedby
Friends of the Soviet Union), page 24:
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Lome critics assert that the new regime has failed in Rusi
because ithas been unable to establish equality in wages. But eqv
in wages during the transition period to Socialism has never been part
of the Soviet program. ...

Stalin took especial pains to make this point clear, “Equalization of
needs and personal living conditions,” he said, “is a reactionary, petty
bourgeois absurdity, worthy of a primitive sect of ascetics, and not
of a socialist society organized on Marxist lines, because we cann
demand that everyone have similar needs and tastes, that every

in personal life live according to one model

Ever since the Communist Party was organized in
Massachusetts and on orders from the Comintern at
Moscow, it has tried to penetrate and secure control of
American Federation of Labor unions. In some notable
instances Communists have been successful, particularly
amongst the workers in clothing.

One example of Communist secret boring within or-
ganized labor’s ranks is shown in the letter quoted be-
low. The writer, Joe (Joseph) Costello, is at the present
time one of the Communists working among C. I. O.
union members. The Porro mentioned as being elected
agent of the Tasters’ Local in Haverhill is at present a
member of the State Committee of the Communist
Party.

P. O. Box 187, Haverhill, Mass., Mar.

Dear Comrade Bloomfield: Enclosed find why of our slate
in the lasters local. Those name with X are the elected ones and two
X’s party members. In so far as agent is concerned 3 candidates
running. The Zimmerman candidate got 68 votes, the other candidate
a former fellow of our group who follows an opportunist policy got
155 and Porro got 321. This victory helped us a great deal in the whole
Union. Of course we won over the majority of the candidates on a
United Front program and most of our candidates were elected.
Those defeated were defeated by a small margin

Since I will be in on Friday I pare a complete report. We arc
this week so that I am sure ol

, . ■
*

h-

navmg our P. meeting on Thursday
being in on Friday. I’ll send you
later. The shoe fraction is meeting

line interesting paper clippings
lat. I think someone from the

centc i be present
YoursComra

eph Costi
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Without wholly abandoning this policy, the Comintern
ordered American Communists to create their own unions,
particularly amongst basic industries. Thus arose the
Trade Union Unity League Unions (T. U. U. L.).
Their outstanding strength in Massachusetts was among
the textile and shoe industries, and it was these T. U. U. L.
unions which conducted the hard-fought and violent
strikes of 1934. The Communists blamed the failure of
these strikes on the “reactionary and Fascist” opposi-
tion of the A. F. of L. leaders.

In 1935 the Communists were ordered to disband the
T. U. U. L. unions and actively to penetrate the corre-
sponding unions of the American Federation of Labor,
there to agitate amongst the rank and file against existing
leadership, in favor of the Communist program for in-
dustrial organization.

These orders to the Massachusetts Communist Party
came from the Central Committee in February of 1935.
We quote excerpts therefrom:

1. Work in The A. F. or L. •— Our Main Task
(Page 2) The influx of hundreds of thousands of new workers

from basic industries and mass production plants into the A. F. of L.
unions, and the growing radicalization of the main mass of its member-
ship, make the A. F. of L. unions more militant, and mass unions in
character, opening up new and greater possibilities of revolutionary
mass work within them. “In view of this, the main task of the Party
. .

. is to energetically and tirelessly mobilize the masses of their
members .

. . for the defense of the everyday interests of the workers ,

the leadership of strikes, carrying out the policy of class struggle in the
trade unions.

The Communists .
.

. must develop a wide strike movement,
fighting on the basis of trade union democracy for the leadership of the
struggle. . . .

A. Present Objective Situation Basis for Work in the A. F. of L.
(Page 3) Strike battles of recent months waged over heads of

leaders by militant rank and file of the A. F. of L.
Only where Communist Party exerted influence and leadership were

workers able to involve the working class as a whole in great sympathy
strike . . . raising struggle to higher political level.

1. Our basic task in trade unions as Communists, irrespective of
changing situation is:
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To organize and lead masses in struggle for their immediate eco-
nomic and political needs and, in the course of these struggles and on

the basis of the workers’ experience, aided and guided by bringing for-
ward the program of our Party, to revolutionize these masses, to
mobilize them for the revolutionary struggle for the overthrow of
capitalism. (Stachel, November “Communist”.)

(Page 7) 4. Organizing the Unorganized. - The question of organiz-
ing the unorganized depends on our tasks and tactics in each industry
and how we can best lead the struggle.

2. . . . The Party must take the initiative in the struggle for the
unity of the trade unions, for their industrial structure, the organiza-
tion of the unorganized and amalgamation on the basis of trade union
democracy. . . .

3. The Party fractions must win the revolutionary unions for a
struggle for trade union unity by methods which correspond to the
concrete conditions in each industry.

However, in all conditions the revolutionary unions and their
branches, collectively deciding their actions, should attempt to join
the A. F. of L. unions as organized units, not weakening their mass
work, but, on the contrary, utilizing their entrance into the A. F. of L.
as a means of more widely mobilizing the working masses around the
revolutionary leadership organizing and distributing their forces so
as to have the possibility of exercising a maximum amount of influence
on the work of the A. F. of L. unions. In those oases when collective
joining is not possible, members of the Red Unions should join the
Unions of the A. F. of L. individually. When adopting a decision for
any particular Red trade union to enter the A. F. of L. or for a Red
trade union to fuse with some A. F. of L. union, it is necessary to carry
on advance serious explanatory work among the trade union masses,
so that members of the Red trade union will understand the necessity
for such a political step, so that after fusion there will be an increase
in the revolutionary activity of the members of the Red union in the
A. F. of L. union.

A. Objectives of the Rank-and-File Movement. • The tone used in
the press withregard to the A. F. of L. must be changed, criticising and
exposing the reactionary leaders of the A. F. of L. in a manner con-
vincing for the rank and file, but treating the A. F. of L. locals and
unions as mass workers’ organizations in which we are carrying on a
struggle for winning the masses to the revolutionary struggle, drawing
in all honest functionaries, fighting for our influence, for winning the
trade union posts, and being ready to take on ourselves responsibility
for their work.

(Page 11)
... In order to be

tented workers who are swinging
force, the Communists, fighting
strengthening their class position. ltrade unions, increasing the offen

a leading force for all the discon-
to the left, in order to be a mass
for the interests of the workers,
in the A. F. of L., and in all the

ive on the bureaucracy, must work
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like real trade unionists, looking after the affairs of their union, seeing
to its strengthening and widening, fighting for every elective post in
the trade unions, for whole trade-union organs in the trade unions and
whole unions, actively participating in the training the new cadres of
revolutionary trade unionists.

In addition to penetrating and seeking to control labor
unions and strike committees, the Communists have cre-
ated and are actively building other organizations which
seem to be unconnected with the Communist Party, but
are in reality their allies and creatures. Some of these
groups will be discussed within the pages of this report.
The formation of such groups is part of the essential
teaching given to party members in the Marxist schools.
For instance, we quote from an outline of study used at
the Workers’ School in Boston:

Every Factory a Fortre
(Page 4)

... 3. The factory groups must be surrounded with a
network of mass organizations, such as mutual aid funds, cultural and
educational circles, clubs, sport groups, etc., ... so that every one
of them should have a firm kernel of consistent adherents of the
revolutionary trade union movement; these organizations should, at
the same time, be the organizational base for the mass work.

Thus we find International Workers Order, language
and workers’ schools, youth clubs, and sport leagues,
existing in the Commonwealth and controlled by Com-
munists.

Disbandment of the T. U. U. L. unions, penetration
of and rank and file agitation in the A. F. of L. unions
coincided with events which led up to the rupture of the
A. F. of L. and the splitting off of the Committee for
Industrial Organization. The Communist Party and all
of its publications have actively backed the C. I. 0.
since its first existence. C. I. 0. literature was handed
to the Commission as part of the regular stock of
the Progressive Bookshop in Boston. In addition, the
Communist Party itself is printing and circulating tons
of booklets, flyers and publicity, addressed to workers in
all basic industries, urging them to join the C. I. 0.
unions. A large number of Communist functionaries,
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formerly engaged as organizers for the Communist Party
and for the Communist trade unions, are now officials
or organizers for C. I. 0. unions.

The great majority of these union members are not
Communists and do not realize to what extent the Com-
munists have succeeded in gaining control and influence
among them.

On page 3 of the “Worcester Worker” (published by
the Communist Party, Worcester) for May 1, 1937, there
appears:

. . . Yes, the C. P. has devoted all of its energy behind the C. I. 0.
drive. The “Daily Worker” and “Sunday Worker” is the only
labor paper which is not only solidly behind the organizing campaign
but it is also a very effective adviser to the organizers and to all those
who sincerely believe in organizing the unorganized.

Those in charge of the C. I. 0. Labor Day Celebration
in Worcester this past fall intended to present, as chief
speakers, Powers Hapgood, later referred to, leader of
the C. I. O. shoe unions, and Ann Burlak. The latter
has long been a conspicuous Communist agitator, and
at the present time is assigned to the leadership of the
Rhode Island portion of District One, of which Massa-
chusetts is a part.

The Communists also attempted to form a Junior
Workers’ Alliance among the high schools of Worcester.

In the “Yankee Organizer” of September, 1937 (a
publication for Communist functionaries rather than for
the general public), on page 1, is the following:

Our Comrades have shown that when they understand and par-
ticipate in making decisions, the work will go on. We have written a
glorious page in our work on behalf of Spanish Democracy, our work in
the building of the C. I. 0., in the movement for unit};’ of the labor
movement. . . .

The Communist Party seeks to control labor employed
in all basic industries. Hence in this Commonwealth,
textile, shoe, rubber and steel industries are its particular
targets, plus control of the shipbuilders and the seamen.
Another group is the unemployed.
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In their report of the Twelfth Plenum, the Executive
Committee of the Communist International (published
by Workers Library Publishers under the title of “The
Next Step in Britain, America and Ireland”) set forth
some of the Party’s achievements in the earlier days of
the depression.

. . . Also by the National Hunger March to Washington, which
involves hundreds of thousands of workers . .

. State Hunger Marches
to legislative bodies. . . .

A march of war veterans to Washington involving 25,000 ex-soldiers,
showing a revolutionary character, which was inspired by the National
Hunger March in December. . . .

Although this march had all the
characteristics of a spontaneous mass movement, the Party played a
definite role in organizing and leading the ex-servicemen.

The Ex-Servicemen’s League, composed of Left-Wing
veterans, is definitely the creation of the Communist
Party.

Among the E. R. A. and W. P. A. workers Communists
organized the Workers’ Alliance, the Artists and Writers
Guild, White Collar Union, Councils of the Unemployed
and other unions. Their aim and practice are summed
up in the instructions issued by the Central Committee
to Districts:

Works Progress Administration ... to attack the whole program
of the Roosevelt government reduction of the W. P. A,, exposing the
reactionary attacks on spending and assisting through agitation to
build the W. P. A. union and to achieve higher wages

All of these must be connected up with all local issues. The test
of the vitality of local Party organizations will be their ability to
link themselves with the immediate issues and to get out on their own
initiative leaflets and other forms of agitation with regard to the abcne
question, as well as the sales tax, the milk question, workmen s com-
oensation, unemployment relief, etc

The local head of Workers’ Alliance is one Dan
Goodhue. Another young man, who is head of the
Massachusetts Chapter of the Communist-created Amer-

ican Youth Congress, is a supervisor of a National Youth
Administration project. Merle Colby, who actively
worked with Communists in strengthening and gaming
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support for the Communist-led Textile strikes of 1934,
later became one of the editorial heads of the Writer’s
Project for this State. Part of his responsibility was
preparation of the so-called Massachusetts Guide.

With the limited resources at hand, the Commission
has been unable to conduct detailed inquiry as to Com-
munist activity among W. P. A. workers in this State.
Its belief is that active recruiting has been going on and
various Communists or their sympathizers have obtained
strategic posts in W. P. A. units. A single example will
illustrate:

There is a W. P. A. project which has involved em-
ployment in the Bureau of Records at police headquarters
in Boston. It is in no sense under direction of the Police
Commissioner, but solely under control of the Federal
authorities. Employed on that project is one Leah
Kaplan, whose name appears in one instance in the cash
book of the Communist Party of Massachusetts. She
was active in support of Communist candidates in the
last state election. The Police Commissioner has had
her under surveillance during the months she has been
assigned to her present job.

Communists have sought, ever since the Civilian
Conservation Corps was started, to create dissatisfaction
and unrest and class consciousness among the young
men in camps.

In other pages we have shown that it was the Com-
munist Party which set up and controlled the Unemployed
Councils:

Resolution and Control Plan for District One (19,

Page 3) All this work to be linked up with the struggles in the
neighborhood initiated by the Unemployed Council on specific issues.
For example, in Boston, against cuts in relief, for local relief stations
and for unemployment insurance; in Worcester for cash relief instead
of vouchers leading up to strikes on the relief jobs.

Here, again, Communists have sought to take advan-
tage of unsuspecting people, who through no fault of
their own have been obliged to go on relief and relief
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projects in an effort to maintain themselves and their
families, and the Communists, without revealing the
fact that they are Communists, have sought to lead these
people along the lines of class hatred and increased
unrest.

Wrote Earl Browder in “The Results of the Elections
and the People’s Front” (published by Workers Library
Publishers, December, 1936)

Page 56) The gains of unity the Workers’ Alliance have been
for greater attention to unem-great. . . . Now the situation cal

ployment issues and unemployed druggies and to the unemployed
guidance. These will encourage

e’s Front.
organizations, more help and mor
the next steps in building the Pe

There has been before the
files of a former head of the
Party which indicates secret ‘

Commission a list from the
Massachusetts Communist
contacts” between E. R. A.

projects and Communist headquarters.
David Lasser, head of the Workers’ Alliance, was

considered of sufficient importance to be invited by the
Comintern to Russia, and he was one of those who spoke
in a world-wide broadcast from Moscow extolling the
achievements of the Soviet regime on its twentieth anni-
versary, and he was made a member of a committee for
that celebration. He also visits Massachusetts as an
honored speaker at local forums. The “Daily Worker”
in its column records the doings of Lasser with regularity,
giving him and the Workers’ Alliance the same degree
of publicity and approbation as it does other Communist-
created organizations.

The C. I. 0. is attempting to organize the rubber
industry. The Communists wash to control it. It is one
of the basic industries. Among the local chief concen-
tration points have been the Hood Rubber Company at
Watertown and the Fisk Rubber Plant in the western
part of the State. A number of the organizers working
among the employees of these concerns are members of
the Communist Party. Communist headquarters issues
a special publication at regular periods for the Hood
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Rubber workers. Among others planted among em-
ployees and forming Communist “fractions” of workers
at the Hood Rubber Company is one Charlotte Sugar,
an attractive Comrade, living at 128 Humboldt Avenue,
Roxbury. Comrade Sugar was formerly active in the
Communist T. U. U. L. unions, and she has been a
student at the Communist Training School. During the
1936election campaign she was one of the political workers
sent out from Boston Communist headquarters to work
for a time in Maine. In December of 1936 she got into
the Hood factory as a worker.

In the days of the T. U. U. L. Red unions, the shoe
industry was another basic industry which the Commu-
nists sought to capture. In addition to the Red union
which led disastrous strikes in Massachusetts shoe centers
in 1934, the Communists had built a considerable influence
and leadership in the A. F. of L. unions. The Com-
mission has had before it correspondence from Communist
workers in the A. F. of L. unions reporting to Party
headquarters results of their work within the unions.
Some of these reports were of successes whereby Com-
munists become elected to official positions. One such
report spoke of expected future gains because the local
elections were no longer supervised by police.

Powers Hapgood is the present leader of C. I. 0. shoe
workers. On July 18, 1937, speaking at Northampton,
Hapgood is reported to have said that by the sit-down
strike labor has found a technique which at an opportune
time will be used to take possession of all factories and
expropriate all industry, so as to set up a completely
socialist system. He is further reported to have said
that the mass organization by the C. I. O. has made
American workers class conscious, and formed a basis
for political action.

Correspondence between Communist officials of the
International Workers Order has dealt with the question
of how the revolutionary leadership of the C. I. O. shoe
unions can best utilize their advantages therein. One
shoe union leader, named Bellefeuille, is also one of the
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officials in this Commonwealth of the International
Workers Order.

United Textile Workers was the organization created
by the Communists in the days of the T. U. U. L.
Union and the activities of that union are now history.
At the same time of the widespread textile strikes in
1934 every Communist Party member in Massachusetts
who could be spared from other duties threw his efforts
into this strike. Mary Donovan Hapgood (wife of Pow-
ers Hapgood) trained women pickets. In Worcester, for
instance, evidence shows that she told the pickets to tear
the clothes from the women workers who refused to join
the strike, to humiliate and scare them.

The control plan of 1934 for the Communist Party,
District One, included the following:

The policy of concentration must likewise be carried through by
the mass organizations. The I. L. D. and I. W. 0. and the language
clubs must throw the weight of their work into the textile and shoe
industries and concentration points.

In particular in Lawrence the I. L. D. must immediately begin th
establishment of a branch using the deportation issue, using th
Hassan Ali case to secure a base among the Syrian workers, usin
Sacco-Vanzetti Day, August 22, in particular, among the Italian
workers and in connection with the struggle against fascism.

The I. W. 0. must likewise make efforts to establish a branch in
Lawrence mobilizing . . .

, for the support of the textile union, and
against fascism. The John Reed Club to give help in developing and
supporting the children’s chorus, in arranging entertainments and
affairs and in securing the support of writers, artists, and intellec-
tuals. . .

.

(I. L. D., International Labor Defense; I. W. 0., In
ternational Workers Order.)

The Communists in all of their organizations are im-
pressed by the necessity of revolutionary education and
the study and teaching of revolutionary principles as a
major activity. In the Textile Workers Organizing Com-
mittee of the C. I. O. the educational director is one
Manuel Perry, who was active with Communists in the
days of the T. U. L T

. L. unions and helped to organize
the unemployed.



1938.] HOUSE —No. 2100 315

Communist Party functionaries were given the follow-
ing suggestions in the “Party Organizer” of September,
1937, a magazine for active Communists, page 13:

The following suggestions may serve to help build the Party in
textile. .

. .

2. Our Party members should concentrate on recruiting and bring-
ing of theParty campaigns into the union.

3. Classes for new Party members be organized.
4. Educational discussions on timely subjects to be organized by

our branches and textile comrades as a whole.
5. Industrial or mill bulletins be issued.
6 Large mass meetings with known speakers be organized to which

textile workers are especially invited.
7. Concentration on mills where we have one or more Party members

with the object of building shop units.
8. Leading comrades be encouraged to enter the drive to set an

example for the rest of the Party membership. Also Socialist com-
petition be entered into.

9. Wherever we have an open Party office, there should be our
literature for sale. That we begin to establish lending libraries.

The possibilities of building our Party is great. Hundreds and
thousands of textile workers can be recruited into the Party.

Wrote Evelyn B. Gordon (also an author of special
pamphlets distributed amongst textile workers in Massa-
chusetts) in the same issue of the “Party Organizer,”
quoted above:

... All Party textile comrades are actively participating in this
great textile drive. . . . The most important duty of a Communist
is to organize the unorganized.
... As the unorganized are joining the unions, the work of the

Party is becoming increasingly important. The work of the individual
Communist in the union today must not be only that of being the best,
the most energetic and devoted trade unionist, but also that of a leader
and a teacher.
... In a large textile center where the workers have carried on

strike struggles ... we find our leading Party members very active
in these struggles. . .

.

In some sections of the Boston district, the work is being im-
proved.
... We must at once begin to bring our revolutionary theory down

to the membership.
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1 he fact that the Communist leadership in Massachu-
setts considers textile unionization one of its most im-
portant tasks is no better evidenced than a report which
Philip Frankfeld, head of the Communist Party in this
Commonwealth, wrote on September 28, 1937, from
Lawrence, and which was published in the “Daily
Worker” of September 29. It appears that one of the
leaders of the opposition to the Communist organizers at
Lawrence was a certain Fred Beal. Several years ago
Beal was a member of the Communist Party and an
active textile organizer for the Red unions. While en-
gaged in that work and conducting a strike in Gastonia,
N. C., he was tried and found guilty of a criminal offence
and received a long sentence. Pending appeal, Commu-
nists provided him and the other defendants with false
passports and they took refuge in Soviet Russia. Ac-
cording to Beal’s account, he returned to America but
was persuaded again to go to Russia by Roger Baldwin
of the American Civil Liberties Union, in order to escape
imprisonment in North Carolina where the appeal had
been disallowed. After further stay in Russia, Beal ap-
parently preferred imprisonment in this country to con-
ditions under the “Socialist” regime, and he came back
an ardent anti-Stalinist. The Communist Party, through
its allied organizations and gifts from the Garland fund,
has spent about $28,000 in forfeited bail for the Gastonia
defendants. This, plus the fact that Beal was now anti-
Stalinist, made him, as will be seen in the following quo-
tations, the worst sort of “renegade.” Here are excerpts
from Frankfeld’s story to the “Daily Worker”:

Twenty thousand woolenand worsted workers gathered onLawrence
'Common, Sunday September 12, to hear Mayor LaGuardia, Sidney
Hillman, JoeSalerno and others appeal to the workers of the American
Woolen Company to vote for the C. I. O. in the elections scheduled
to take place Wednesday and Thursday, September 15th and 16th.

This wras the greatest and biggest meeting that ever took place in
Lawrence.

.

.
.

All of a sudden, slinking out of side streets, like thieves at
night, a little group made its appearance with leaflets well hidden.
They started to distribute these leaflets to the crowd.
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The textile workers glanced at the leaflet, read the name attached
to it, saw that it urged the workers to vote no against the c. i. o.

and the workers indignantly tore the leaflets out of the hands of
the people who tried to distribute them and tore those leaflets into
bits.

... It was signed by none other than Fred Beal. It contained a
vicious and slanderous attack on John L. Lewis, the C. I. 0. and the
Communist Party.

. . . Like all renegades from Communism and the working-class
movement, he [Beal] has travelled the whole hog into the mire of
fascism.

. . . He refers to his “escape” from the Soviet Union and the fact
that he “escaped a firing squad” there. He then launches an attack
on Lewis, calling him a dictator.

. . . “The Textile Workers Organizing Committee is the United
Textile Workers in disguise. Do you want to become members of
the hated U. T. W.? If not, vote NO against the C. I. 0. Do not
put your trust in the crooked Lewis and those who would follow him!”

... It is interesting to note that a certain group of reactionaries
in the Lawrence A. F. of L. were the ones who helped distribute Beal’s
statement.

. . . When I spoke Sunday evening before an open meeting of the
Communist Party branch in Lawrence, workers put the question:
“Why was Beal ever permitted to leave the Soviet Union? We have
heard about Trotzkyist-fascist spies and wreckers shot by the Soviet
government. Why wasn’t Beal dealt with in a similar manner? ”

The answer given was: “Beal is an American citizen. Soviet jus-
tice can only mete out its firm and just measures to the Russian Fred
Beals. It is up to the American working class, some day to call Beal
before the bar of proletarian justice. And then, God help Fred Beal!”
There was long and loud applause to this answer.

.
.

. The textile workers of Lawrence gave their answer to Fred
Beal on September 15 and 16 when they voted one and a half to one
in favor of the C. I. 0. . .

.
The victory in Lawrence will spur on

tremendously the drive to organize all of the unorganized textile
workers in thecountry. Fred Beal was answered. The fascist squeaked
in vain.

The many angles of Communist activities amongst
the labor unions could not possibly be covered in this
investigation. It would require extensive and concen-
trated effort to gain this knowledge. There has been evi-
dence tending to show that in the branches of the steel
industry, electric manufacturing, and, in fact, practically
every industry and trade which the C. I. O. is attempt-
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ing to organize, the Communists are at the same time
attempting to place their members in the controlling
positions. The Commission deemed it of sufficient im-
portance to go rather extensively into the Communist
domination of seamen, and these facts are set forth in
this section of the report.

Manual workers are not the only objects of attack.
Plans and strategy for the organization of retail clerks
in and around Boston were laid by groups of Communist
Party members at various meetings in the spring of 1937,
some of which were held in the room on Beacon Hill,
Boston, occupied by Hildegarde Dyer. Comrade Dyer
was the ostensible owner of the Progressive Bookshop.
In reality, she is a Communist functionary, later assigned
to C. I. O. organizational work in Rhode Island under
another name.

One of the leaders in Massachusetts of the United
Office and Professional Workers of America C. I. 0.
Union is Florence Luscomb. Miss Luscomb, prior to
the rise of the C. I. 0., was an official of the Bookkeepers,
Stenographers and Accountants Union of the American
Federation of Labor. On numerous occasions when she
has been speaking in defence of Communists, Miss
Luscomb has seized the opportunity to state that she is
not a Communist and that she has never contributed to
the Communist Party. She fails to state that she has
been a member of Friends of the Soviet Union and of the
American League for Peace and Democracy, and that
in 1936, when she ran for Congressman from the 9th
Congressional District on the People’s Labor ticket, she
received contributions from three different branches of
the Communist Party. During her appearance before
the Commission she claimed she knew nothing of the
source of these contributions and referred us to the
treasurer of her campaign. When the treasurer appeared
he could give no information as to these contributions,
and said they must have been left in a cardboard box
kept at campaign headquarters to receive mail and con-
tributions. Miss Luscomb likewise stated that, although
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she could not remember the names of Communists who
helped her campaign, even if she could so remember she
would refuse to reveal the names of any members of the
Communist Party. On another occasion, when she was
introducing a prominent Soviet official to a Massachu-
setts audience, Miss Luscomb likened our present epoch
to a darkness prior to the forthcoming rising of a brilliant
new star, and declared this Soviet official could interpret
current events intervening and leading up to future
effulgence.

Florence Luscomb was chairman of the committee for
the 1938 May Day rally in Boston; also serving with her
were Paul Salvaggi of the C. I. O. Shoeworkers, Sam
Sandberg of the C. I. 0. Toy and Novelty Workers
Union, Philip Frankfeld of the Communist Party, and
Alfred Baker Lewis of the Socialist Party.

In all of this organization of workers into industrial
unionism the Communists have as their main purposes,
first, to educate workers for class hatred and to encourage
and precipitate an economic crisis; and second, to see
that only a revolutionary method is pursued to solve such
a crisis. When the time is ripe, there is no doubt that
they plan a nation-wide general strike. In fact, the
Resolutions of the Seventh World Congress of Communist
International laid down such a mandatory course:

(Page 26)
. . . through the joint action of the labor organizations,

to mobilize the masses around a program of demands that are cal-
culated really to shift the burden of the consequences of the crisis onto
the shoulders of the ruling classes, demands, the fight to realize which

. . hampers the preparation for imperialist war, weakens the bour-
geoisie and strengthens the positions of the proletariat.
While preparing the working class for rapid shifts in the forms and

methods of struggle ... it is necessary to organize in proportion as
the movement grows, the transition from the defensive to the offensive
against capital, steering toward the organization of a mass political
strike, in which it is indispensable that the participation of the principal
trade unions of the country should be secured.

Some time near the end of April, 1937, there came into
Massachusetts one Lucien Koch. Koch’s background is
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interesting. He is an alumnus of Commonwealth College
(co-educational) in Arkansas, having been there as a stu-
dent, later as a teacher, and for a time as a director,
during the period from around 1923-24 until 1935, with
an interval of study at the University of Wisconsin.

The Commonwealth College has received extensive
donations from the Communist-supporting Garland fund.
Its teachers have included prominent Communists and
even a member of the Central Committee Communist
Party, U. S. A.

An Arkansas legislative committee investigated this
school some time in 1935. Koch was then the director
of the college and was a witness before the legislative
committee. The following are excerpts from his testi-
mony in that proceeding:

. . . Q, Do you believe in capitalism, as you understand it?
A. I do not.

. . . Q. Do you respect the flag of the United States Government?
A. I personally am not a worshipper of symbols and I consider flags
to be only symbols.

Q. Do you have a higher regard for other governments than the
regard you have for the American Government? A. I believe that
the government of the United Socialist Soviet Eepublics is in many
ways superior to that of the American Government. . . .

There was testimony of promiscuous sexual intercourse
among students, and of collectivism as practiced in Soviet
Russia.

When William E. Zeuch was appointed chief of the
Planning Division of the Department of the Interior at
Washington, Koch succeeded Zeuch as director of Com-
monwealth College. Koch held this position until the
fall of 1935, and during his term students at the college
received Federal aid funds from the National Youth
Administration headed by Aubrey Williams, who has
also served on a committee for and contributed to Com-
monwealth College.

In 1935 Koch was appointed to a position in the Con-
sumer’s Division of the National Recovery Administra-
tion, and later became an employee of the Federal De-
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partment of Labor. He came to Massachusetts as a
C. I. O. organizer, directly from the latter position, to
organize shipyard workers for the C. I. 0. He had never
worked in a shipyard.

There was already in this field another C. I. O. organ-
izer, named Michael Woodford, who was a member of
the National Executive Union of Marine and Shipbuild-
ing Workers of America. Woodford protested Koch’s
assignment to Thomas Green, national head of the afore-
said union, basing his protestations on Koch’s Commu-
nistic background. Green overruled the protest, and
Koch has been in this territory since that time organizing
workers in the shipyards at Quincy, East Boston, and
Bath, Maine.

Koch was a delegate to the C. I. O. Convention held
in Boston November 20 and 21, 1937. He was accred-
ited from East Boston Local 25. This Commission has
evidence that a delegate from another union, there pres-
ent, met Koch on the floor of the Convention and said
to him, “Why, you are a Communist a Red,” and
that Koch replied, “I am proud of it.”

The above findings concerning Koch and his activities
were written in February, 1938. It so happened that
Koch was a witness in a National Labor Relations Board
hearing in Boston on March 29 and 30, and representa-
tives of the Commission dropped in at that hearing.

The reason for the present interpolation is apparent
when we quote from the stenographic record of the afore-
said hearing on March 30, 1938:

Mr. Angoff: Yesterday, I saw sitting here the Chairman of the
Massachusetts State Committee investigating subversive organiza-
tions, and the secretary of that organization, and he is sitting here now.

They were called here, not by the Trial Examiner, not by us, not
by the Board, but by the Company or by the Company Union.

Mr. Bromley: That is a lie
Mr. Angoff: And the purpose the only purpose in going into

this is to give the State Committee a chance to beome the tool of the
Bethlehem Company and to ruin the union.

Trial Examiner Schmidt: Do you imply that the Bethlehem
Company also controls the State Committee?

Mr. Angoff; No, not yet.
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(After a short recess, Mr. Augoff made the following statement for
the record:)

Mr. Angoff; May I have part of my statement read by the
reporter?

Trial Examiner Schmidt: Yes.
(The following statement of Mr. Angoff was read by the reporter:)
“Yesterday I saw sitting here the Chairman of the Massachusetts

State Committee Investigating Subversive Organizations, and the
secretary of that organization, and he is sitting here now.

“They were called here not by the Trial Examiner, not by us, not
by the Board, but by the Company, or by the Company Union.”

Mr. Angoff: I just want to say for the record that I did not say
that the Bethlehem Company hired the State Committee to come up
here.

Trial Examiner Schmidt; What was that? Mr. Reporter, will
you please read me that.

(The statement justmade by Mr. Angoff, was read by thereporter.)
Mr. Angoff: I just called your attention to the fact that they were

here.
Mr. Bromley: What did you say
(The statement of Mr. Angoff was read by the reporter as follows;)
“Yesterday, I saw sitting here the Chairman of the Massachusetts

State Committee Investigating Subversive Organizations, and the
secretary- of that organization, and he is sitting here now.

“They were called here, not by the Trial Examiner, not by us, not
by the Board, but by the Company or by the Company union.”

Mr. Bromley; Do you still mean to stand on that statement, that
these gentlemen were called here by the company?

Mr. Angoff: No, I do not.
Mr. Bromley: Do not you think it would be a nice thing for you

to apologize, both to the Committee and to me?
Mr. Angoff: I have made enough of a statement.
Mr. Bromley; You won’t make any apology or withdraw it, will
„,9you?

Mr. Angoff: I think what I said speaks for itself.
Trial Examiner Schmidt; I think he has already withdrawn it

by the statement he just made.
Mr. Angoff: I withdraw that statement,
Mr. Bromley: It is like pulling teeth.
Mr. Angoff; I would like to find out why they are here.

After establishing that from the age of 15 in 1923 to
the age of 27 until 1935, excepting two years at the
University of Wisconsin, Koch was at Commonwealth
College, Mr. Bromley attempted to question him con-
cerning the character of Commonwealth College;
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Trial Examiner Schmidt: I don’t quite see the relevancy of
that. What difference does it make what college he went to?

Mr. Bromley: It is only preliminary to something else to show
whatkind of an education this witness received and in whatkind of an
institution.

Mr. Angoff : Now, we have the real reasons, Mr. Trial Examiner.
If this is going to be another witch hunt, I object.

Trial Examiner Schmidt: It is a what?
Mr. Angoff: A witch hunt, a red hunt.
Mr. Bromley; Is this witness a witch?
Mr. Angoff: Smearing the character of the witness.
Trial Examiner Schmidt; Because he said he went to the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin and to Commonwealth College, I will allow you
to ask some more questions.

If it is not tied up or does not become relevant, it will all be stricken
out on the motion.

Proceed.

Trial Examiner Schmidt: What bearing does it have, Mr.
Bromley, what is his religion or political beliefs are?

Mr. Bromley: If he subscribes to a revolutionary doctrine and
to a belief that the Government of this country should be overthrown
by force and violence, thenI think it is very material on his credibility.

That is what this man has been teaching for years down at his
college

Mr. Schneider: No more so than going into the
Mr. Angoff; I ask that Mr. Bromley’s statement be stricken

from the record.
Mr. Schneider; You might as well go into the question of whether

he is a Democrat or an Elk.
Mr. Bromley: I know to you there is no difference between a

Democrat and Communist.
Mr. Angoff: There is none to you, either
Mr. Schneider: I know you are doing it not for the purpose of

discrediting this witness but only to use it as a sounding board to
defame his character and to defame the union and to break down the
unionand do as much damage to the union as you possibly can.

Me. Bromley: Not at all. What are you fellows so ashamed of?
Mr. Schneider; We are not ashamed.
Trial Examiner Schmidt: Off the record.
(There was a discussion off the record.)

This “discussion” consisted of a statement by Trial
Examiner Schmidt that the Communist Party is a legal
party “It is in New York, anyway;” that one’s politi-
cal belief was immaterial; that the hearing was not an
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investigation into Communism. The objection of the
National Labor Relations Board counsel, Mr. Schneider,
was sustained. Later Bromley was told to make an
offer of proof:

Mr. Schneider: I ask that the offer of proof be made in writing,
Mr. Bromley: Made in writing?
Trial Examiner Schmidt: On what grounds, Mr. Schneider?
Mr. Schneider: I question Mr. Bromley’s sincerity in this matter.

I believe that the only reason he wants to make it orally is so that he can
use this hearing as a sounding board for propaganda against the
union.

Mr. Bromley: I want to make it orally because I still insist every
word of it is material, and competent to the credibility and honesty
of the witness whom you have put forward and whose credibility you
have vouched for.

Mr. Schneider : It must first be apparent that no damage is done
to the question of whether it is relevant or material by having it put
in writing.

Mr. Bromley; I insist that my rights to make the offer of proof
publicly and in the usual way be allowed.

Trial Examiner Schmidt: I will allow you to do it
Mr. Angoff : Save my exceptions. I object too.
Mr. Schneider: Just a minute. I would like to have the Courl

Room cleared. That is within the Examiner’s discretion.
Mr. Bromley: You would like to have what
Mr. Schneider: The Court Room cleared.
Mr. Bromley: What do you think this is, the Ogpxi? What are

you coming to? I cannot understand this sense of guilt and shame
on the part of a Governmental employee.

Mr. Schneider: Stop kidding us, Mr. Bromley. You understand
very well.

Mr. Bromley: I certainly do not. I never heard of such a thing
and never expect to hear of such a thing as long as I live.

Mr. Schneider: You are not fooling anybody with the dramatics
TrialExaminer Schmidt: Mr. Bromley, what is the offer of proof

you intended to make? It is, is it, along the same lines?
Mr. Bromley; Along the same lines, but not lonj
Trial Examiner Schmidt; I don’t see any objection to that. Go

ahead, Mr. Bromley, put it in.
Mr. Angoff: By the way, is my objection and exception noted on

the record?
Mr. Bromley: Yes, quite.
I offer to prove, if the Examiner pleases, that this Kate O’Hare or

Kate Cunningham was one of the original founders of Commonwealth
College; that she was convicted under the Missouri Sedition Law and
sentenced to the State Penitentiary.
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I offer to prove that a large percentage of the students of this
Commonwealth College over the period of which this witness was in
attendance were foreign born students; that there was given there a

course on English for the foreign born; and a special invitation was
extended to students who had been expelled from other colleges for
radical beliefs; that there was only one student in attendance in
1925 from the State of Arkansas; that courses were given at Com-
monwealth College throughout the period of this witness’ attendance
in fascism and social revolution; that Communism was taught and
studied; that the college paper, The Commonwealth College fort-
nightly, on February 15, 1935 contained an account of the formation
of a united front at Commonwealth College, stating its purpose,
among other things, to build revolutionary students and teacher or-
ganizations in the colleges of the State; that this witness was in sym-
pathy with this program as he understood it; that during the time
this witness was there at Commonwealth and before and after, the
principal contributor to the support of the college was the fund for
public service otherwise known as the Garland Fund sometimes called
the Garland Free Love Fund; that the International Ladies’ Garment
Workers’ Union was also a contributor to the college; that the college
while this witness was there received funds from the Federal Emer-
gency Relief Administration in 1935; although without the approval
of either the State Relief Administrator or the State Commissioner of
Education of Arkansas, and through the intersection [intercession?]
of this witness with a man named Williams who was his classmate at
Wisconsin, said Williams being an official of the Federal Emergency
Relief Administration.

That is all of the offer.
Tkial Examixeb Schmidt: The offer is denied.
You may have an exception

“Trade Union Unity” is one of the slogans of the
Communist Party; also, such unity is essential to the
United Front and to the establishment of a Labor Party
to take over the fields of government. The Communists
and their allies were potent splitters of labor, but, now
that the C. I. O. has become strongly organized, their
present purpose is to amalgamate the forces of the Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization and the American
Federation of Labor. Communist propaganda urges that
action, since it would provide a working base inside all
organized labor in this country.

Efforts of the Communist Party to control marine
workers is not a new tactic. For a number of years the
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Communists promoted an industrial union called the
Marine Workers Industrial Union, to include all marine
Markers and longshoremen, tugboatmen, harbor boat-
men and seamen.

Roy Hudson, a member of the Central Committee,
Communist Party, U. S. A., now active in promoting
the National Maritime Union, wrote in 1932 in his
pamphlet called “4 Fighting Years” page 3:

The early foundation of the Marine Workers Industrial Union
. . was a militant class struggle foundation . . . the policy has

been that of exposing the enemies of the Marine workers and organiz-
ing them for struggle against their enemies, the shipowners.

The Communist Party did not rely solely on the ranks
of this union, however. It followed its constant practice
of agitating through its members who are illegally in the
A. F. of L. unions, particularly to stir revolt against
leaders, and at the first sign of successful agitation the
Communist-controlled Marine Workers Industrial Union
fanned the discontent. Said Hudson (page 12, ante ):

The past four years have been a period of growing struggles and
the Marine Workers Industrial Union has been in the forefront
of all of these struggles. Every struggle and strike of the seamen has
taken place beneath the banner of the M. W. I. U. Successful strikes
of unorganized longshoremen have been led, and every struggle of the
rank and file of the I. L. A. [longshoremen of the A. F. of L,] has re-
ceived the full support of the M. W. I. U.

The majority of the marine workers did not realize
when they followed the leadership of the Marine Work-
ers Industrial Union that they were at the same time
following the leadership of the American agents of the
Comintern. That fact was concealed from them, as
later in the case of the National Maritime Union it also
was concealed. Stress was put upon “rank and file
democracy” as against the “reactionary” or “fascist”
leadership of American Federation of Labor executives.

Periodically the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party, U. S. A., issues general directives (instruc-
tions) to all Districts of the Party. These directives
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are termed “Open Letters,” as opposed to secret orders
to specific Districts. It is the duty then of the leaders
in each District to direct and oversee the work of the
sections within the District in carrying out the direc-
tives. The Open Letter of 1934 called upon every Dis-
trict to intensify the work of organizing all workers in
marine industries into unions under the control of Com-
munists, either by supplanting American Federation of
Labor leaders in existing unions or setting up rival or-
ganizations.

District One (New England area), in obedience to
these directives of the Central Committee, adopted a
Control Plan which set out as the chief task of Section 1
within the District, “The establishment of the Marine
Union on the water front.” Section 1 was ordered to
concentrate its work on the docks and in the Commu-
nist-controlled Unemployed Council in the North End
of Boston.

On August 11 of the same year Earl Browder, execu-
tive head of the American section of the Communist
International, gave the following directives to a meeting
of Communist functionaries in District One, assembled
in Boston:

... If the Party follows the Central Committee, they will have
to become marine fanatics. . . . That doesn’t take away any of the
importance of the work of those working in shoe, but it does mean
that those who are not directly engaged in some other trade union
work can do nothing more important than work in marine.

When it is remembered that the Communist Party’s
aim is to control labor in all basic industries, the im-
portance is manifest of also controlling the workers in
water transportation, which carries a large proportion of
the raw materials essential to the operation of basic
industries. Supplies of rubber, leather, wool, ores and
processed metal, cotton, oil and coal and other essential
materials, thus could be shut off and industry tied up.
Such control of transport, coupled with control of indus-
trial labor, would enable the Communist Party to paralyze
the country. Should we be engaged in war with any
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other nation the Communist Party could that much more
easily carry out its avowed purpose to “turn any war
into a civil wmr.” Hence the stress by Party leaders that
all Communists should strive to organize the water front.

The genesis of the National Maritime Union in 1936
was by a series of “rank and file” strikes that year and
into the next. It followed years of boring within the
A. F. of L. International Seamen’s Union to create
agitation and revolt. The crisis which finally split the
ranks of labor nationally was the Communist Party’s
opportunity to take over the seamen.

Every indication of present evidence points to the fact
that the National Maritime Union along the Atlantic
coast and in the ports of Massachusetts is controlled by
Communists.

At the time of our investigation the national officers of
that Union, with headquarters in New7 York City, in-
cluded the following described individuals:

1. Thomas Ray, Frederick Myers and Joseph Curran
constituted the National Council. They were trustees
of all property possessed by the Union. The first two
are well-knowm Communists.

2. On the District Committee of Atlantic and Gulf
Ports were nine members. They were the three mem-
bers of the National Council, plus six additional members
of the Communist Party. We have no evidence concern-
ing the sixth member.

3. On the Negotiating Committee, which has the duty
of making agreements with ship owners, were three of
those also on the aforesaid District Committee and among
the members or supporters of the Communist Party.

4. The news organ of the National Maritime Union is
the “Pilot.” Its editor is one Chamberlain: its business
manager is one Rothbart. Our evidence shows both of
them to have affiliations with the Communist Party.

Among local officials in the Port of Boston there were
Agents and Delegates acting for the three divisions of the
Union Engine, Deck, and Cooks and Stewards. The
Agents were Thomas McGowan (Engine), Robert Mills
(Deck), and Clarence Warded (Cooks and Stewards),—
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three Communist Party men. Engine room Delegates
included Comrades Walker and Moutal and Carlyle
Pearson. Pearson was soon after suspended from the
Union, allegedly for “anti-union activities,” but we find
it was because of his voiced opposition to its Communist
leadership. Deck Delegates included Communist Paul
Emerson and Frank Gaffney, who later joined the Com-
munist Party. There was one vacancy among the Deck
Delegates. Steward Delegates were three Communist
Party members, Ramos Santos, Fishman and Manage.
The latter also collected Party dues from the waterfront
“fraction” (which means the group of Communists
within marine), and transmitted the money to Com-
munist Party headquarters in Boston. John Palmer,
Office Delegate, was also a member of the Party. Only
two of the Delegates in the Port of Boston were elected
to this Port. The others were appointed and sent here
by New York headquarters. They were Communist
functionaries.

Bookkeeper for the Union in Boston was Justine
O’Connor, 265 Bolton Street, South Boston, who pre-
viously has worked in the headquarters of the Communist
Party in Boston, and whom the Communist election
returns list as “Justine O’Connell.”

Frequently there has been criticism outside the National
Maritime Union of Communist control, and there has
been opposition within the Union to the same control.
One of the methods of Communists to combat charges of
Communist control is vociferously to label any opposition
to their activities as “Red Baiting;” “Witch Hunting;”
as reactionary; Fascist propaganda, prompted by the
desire of the “boss classes” to exploit the workers. In
answer to this criticism and opposition Roy Hudson
wrote a pamphlet, “Who are the Reds?” (published by
Workers Library Publishers, June, 1937). Hudson has
previously been identified as a marine-minded member of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party, LL S. A.
In this pamphlet he says, “There are quite a number of
us . .

.” in marine industries. But he attempts to prove
that the Communists benefit the unions, and to disprove
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that workers are afraid of Communist leadership he
cites: . . the Fur Workers Union, which is affiliated
to the C. I. O. . . . elected Ben Gold, who is also a
member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party, as president of their Union.” (Local branches
of this Union are under the national leadership of Gold.)

Hudson seeks to settle, in “Who are the Reds?” the
charge that Party members are responsible only to the
Party and not to the unions. He states that once the
union membership has made a decision the Communists
are likewise bound by it. He fails to state that every
Communist is expected by his Party so to influence the
members or to stifle opposition that the “Party line”
will be followed. He further fails to state that Com-
munists are under strong Party discipline, and that the
program of the Communist International, which must
be followed by every member of the Party, seeks to
utilize every local grievance to entrench Communist
leadership. A leader who cannot keep the seamen to the
“line” is soon dropped or shifted by the Party. Robert
Mills (Somerville), N. M. U. Agent in Boston, lost such
control and resigned from the Communist Party under
pressure the latter part of 1937. Hudson claims the
Communists were against calling the east coast strike
which occurred in the fall of 1936, because they “thought
that there were not enough organization and preparation
to call a strike.” Whether they opposed it or not, the
fact remains they lost no time in taking over leadership
of it.

Orders for the calling and conduct of the strike in
Boston cleared through Communist channels. As an
example, witness the following telegram:

NEW YORK NY 1936 OCT 31 PM 1

J MONTAI
CARE FREIHEIT 5 HARRISON AVI

OFFICIAL UNION MASS MEETING HERE TONIGHT STOP
HOLD ALL SHIPS PENDING RESULTS STOP SIT DOWN
ACTIONS BEST STOP DISREGARD ALL WIRES CLEAR-
ING WEST COAST SHIPS

LANNON
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“J Mental,” also known as Montell, but usually as
Jack Moutal, is a Communist functionary, who, obvi-
ously on Party assignment, wormed his way from the
Communist M. W. I. U. into the American Federation
of Labor organizations.

The “Morning Freiheit” at 5 Harrison Avenue, Bos-
ton, in 1936, now at 611 Washington Street, is one of
the daily papers published by the Communist party.

“Al” Lannon is still a Communist leader in the Na-
tional Maritime Union.

Moutal was planted within the A. F. of L. union for
agitational purposes. The method by which that was
done is exemplary of hundreds of other instances in
which Party members got among the rank and file of
seamen, longshoremen and workers in marine yards. As
pointed out before, he was a member of the Communist
Marine Workers Industrial Union. In the fall of 1934 he
applied for membership in the A. F. of L. Marine, Fire-
men, Oilers and Water-tenders Union (M. F. 0. W.) at
Boston. He was refused membership on the grounds,
first, that he was not a seaman, and second, that he was
a member of a dual organization. Later he made appli-
cation to the same union through another official, but
was again rejected. Later, however, he managed to get
into the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union, and, using
that as endorsement, secured transfer in Providence to
the union he was bound to penetrate, the M. F. 0. W.
His shipping record in the latter union, in so far as such
record is available to us, is as follows:

“Boston” Made a few trips on this ship and registered as un-
employed from this ship.

9-14-35 - Registered as unemployed.
2- 5-36 “Yarmouth” One trip. Stated that he could not remain on this

ship as his wife would lose her relief status.
2- “Golden He was refused a wiping job on this ship by the

Harvest” Union’s ship delegate. No clearance West Coast
Strike of 1934.

3 “Oorothv WnrtftH nnp wnfph nn f.Viia of*nr Un. : i“ Dorothy Worked one watch on this ship after having received
Bradford” ass advance from the owner. He disappeared and

J not show up until after the ship had sail
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3- “City of His period of service on this ship was within that

Montgomery” covered by Curran’s first strike in New York. Such
act would ordinarily be considered by the Com-
munists as “finking.”

4- - Registered as unemployed.
5- 8-36 - Shipped illegally to N. R. S. project job and was

dropped from the shipping list.
5-28-36 - Re-registered.
8-31-36 - He was dropped from the Union’s shipping list for

agitational and anti-union activity.

From that date on he was actively engaged in Boston
on behalf of the Communist Party to split the seamen’s
unions, and doing his part in the upheaval which re-
sulted in the general shipping strike of 1936-37 and the
setting up of the National Maritime Union.

Others active with Moutal locally, prior to and during
the strike, included John Palmer, heretofore mentioned
as Office Delegate in Boston. A Communist functionary
in the Waterfront Section, he has claimed to be a pen-
sioner for service in the United States Navy. J. Walsh
exercised great influence during the general strike. He
was sent on to bolster the efforts of other Party function-
aries by New York headquarters. At present he is union
organizer in New Bedford.

Detailed instructions for capturing control of the coun-
try’s marine were issued in 1936 by the Waterfront
Section of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party, U. S. A. These illuminate the methods followed
and the seriousness with which the Party sought to gain
its leadership. We quote from them:

The Party is the Leader
It is on the ship that we must boot ourselves. Abstract agitation

around general issues that may be meaningless to the average seamen
will gain us nothing.

Work in the union meetings only will not solve the issues.
We must prove that our party deserves their support and loyalty

by giving correct leadership in their day to day struggles and demands.

A Unit Aboard Every Ship.
To accomplish the rooting of the Party aboard the ships is the duty

of every Party member. He must build a unit by recruiting aboard
his ship and establishing his prestige as a capable seaman and fighter
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for the crew’s interest. He must have a long range view of the need
of the Party being the leader of the workers in the ultimate struggle
for power.

The presence of Party units, leaders of the rank and file, are our
only guarantee of response to strikes and actions. To build units
means that comrades will have to stick to ships. We have to over-
come the natural tendency for turnover.

Organization and Activity of the Unit
Comrades working in mills and factories do not think of leaving

their jobs (unless fired) without Party permission. We must have
the same feeling of responsibility. Every ship and factory must
become a stronghold for our Party.

It takes 3or more comrades to form a unit. These units belong
to the Waterfront Section, but are independent of the shore unit.
They are furnished with their own dues, stamps, etc.

The unit needs an organizer, educational director, literature agent
and dues payment (finance) secretary. In other words, this unit
functions like a shore-side shop unit.

Every comrade aboard the ship will belong to the unit
The organizer will see to it that the unit carries out the work decided
upon. The educational director is responsible for the general presenta-
tion of the Party to the crew (agitation, etc.) and for the political
study and development of the members and sympathizers, arranges
forums, etc. . . .

Keep in Touch with the Shoreside
Before sailing, the unit must meet with a Section representative.

These meetings will be for the purpose of reporting on the functioning
of the unit, planning future work, correction of work, etc.

Meet Regularly Aboard Ship.
While meeting regularly, care must be taken not to expose the

Party as such. A little thinking will determine how to go about this,
depending on the individual ship. Generally, two things expose the
Party:

1. Carelessnee
2. Poor work.

The first gives the spies an easy indication of the Party member-
ship and apparatus. The second gives redbaiters and back-to-work
workers a chance to gripe at the Party.

Elect the Unit Leadership.
Be frank and self-critical in getting the unit organized and electing

the leadership, because, once elected, the leadership must be respected
and obeyed.
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Your First Meeting.
Discuss the general conditions aboard ship and select a common

grievance as the first task of the delegates of the departments. [Re-
ferring to the union delegation aboard each ship.] This for mobilizing
the crew and getting an opportunity to “classify” the members
of it. .

.
.

. . . Plan a definite campaign of activity in all the divisions of the
work on the basis of a discussion as to what seems the most proper
methods of work, in the union, political education, etc.

Issue a Ship’s Paper.
This paper should be handwritten, typed or mimeoed, depending

on the ship situation, length of trips, etc. The paper should reflect
ship and company news and should also raise issues for the crew.

Establish contact with “Sparks” [radio operator] and if he is willing
and capable he can be of great help in getting out timely leaflets, bulle-
tins, etc. He can also give careful interpretation of news in his regu-
lar bulletin.

Establish our literature in the regular library, if possible. Have it
aboard and in circulation, at any event. If possible, get contacts to
subscribe the cost of it. .

.

.

Classes and Forum.
... A union class in current maritime problems and union strategy

is generally possible. Small political [Lenin said, “Without revolu-
tionary theory there can be no revolutionary action] study groups
can be organized among the members and sympathizers. Where
possible, organize forums, and lectures, using people from the passen-
gers, et

Develop any type of activity along these lines that will involve any
number of the crew in it. If some of the men want to study a lan-
guage, etc., and if there is someone aboard who can help them, get it
going

We Are the Party Fraction in the Union
We must see to it that union work is carried on in the correct

manner.
But We Must Not Become a Substitute For It

We should always try to develop honest, capable non-Party forces
in the work. We must not function as only a progressive union group.
We are not Wobblies. We are revolutionary workers preparing for
the decisive struggle to end capitalism. We have to exist as an inde-
pendent and influential force in our own right, not just be the “tail
for the union work.

Literature.
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Fraternize uith the, Shoreside Worker
When ashore in the home port, particularly, we should see to it

that as many members of the crew as possible get acquainted with the
longshoremen and fraternize with them. In union meetings aboard
ship, a report on the current I. L. A. [lnternational Longshoremen’s
Association] situation should be made. This information can be se-
cured by reading the rank and file paper of the longshoremen and
by inquiring at the [Communist Waterfront] Section.

It also goes as a matter of course that we should be informed as
to the current situation in the licensed men’s unions. .

. .

We should try to establish the broadest fraternal relations with the
foreign workers and people. Where the workers’ [Communist] move-
ments are legal this can be done very effectively and on a mass scale
by arranging for dances, shows, etc., in their halls. In Fascist countries
we cannot operate so easily. . . . It is not wise for individual members
to act on their own in these countries.

Report to Party Regularly.
When ashore, if a Party organization exists, report to it. Write

to s'our home port Party organization regularly, if on extended trips.
Each Party member should feel at liberty to write articles for the

union and Party papers, discuss any problems or questions with Party
leaders, etc. . . . Try to study systematically. The Educational
Committee comrades and more experienced comrades will always be
glad to help you plan a course to study while asea or ashore. But try
to establish the habit of reading the “Communist” which is the
monthly scientific magazine of our Party; the “Communist Inter-
national”, the monthly magazine of the C. I. 0. [Communist Inter-
national (Comintern) at Moscow] and the “Party Organizer” which
monthly gives concrete examples of work and experiences of Party
organizations that will be of help to you.

YOU CAN GET LITERATURE CREDIT BEFORE SAILING

There follows a list of the “major Party headquarters
or bookshops on both coasts and the Lakes” to the
number of twenty-five, including 8 Beach Street, Boston.

The headquarters of the Waterfront Section, in charge
of Party work in all ports, was at 230 Seventh Avenue,
New York City. In order that Comrades, strangers in
eastern ports, might be properly directed to local Party
headquarters, and to avoid the danger that a strange
Comrade might reveal his Communist affiliation to a
non-member, it had been so maneuvered by the summer
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of 1937 that all women bookkeepers in the N. M. U.
offices in the chief ports were members of the Party.
A Comrade in port thus could show his travel card to
her in safety, and receive proper direction.

The directives which have been quoted outline the
procedure for work aboard ship. Ashore and in the
union halls and meetings, more or less, the same plan is
followed. Communist seamen present in the port form
the fractions in the divisions of the National Maritime
Union. A “fraction” is the term used to designate the
group of Communists in a given union, industry, fac-
tory, or organization. These fractions meet in secret
and plan their activities. In the Union meetings there
have been definite rules of tactics laid down and they are
followed in the ports of the Commonwealth. In order
to control the meetings, Party leaders have given these
instructions: when the Party wishes to have a certain
issue carried, a Comrade shall rise and speak in favor of
it. The part to be taken by each Comrade is worked
out in fraction meetings. In the event a non-Com-
munist member of the Union speaks against it, then a
second Comrade (Communist) shall rise and declare the
objector is out of order. Then a third Comrade shall
make a motion that the question be closed and carried,
to which all Comrades present shall loudly agree, creat-
ing sufficient stir to influence the majority of those pres-
ent. In this way, with a Comrade in the chair, or at
least a supporter, debate can be stifled, one side of the
matter alone presented, and the Comrades can control
the meetings. Since the chairman is nominated and
elected for each meeting, it has been the practice of
Comrades to nominate each other.

We have named some of those who have promoted
Communist Party work in the ports of Massachusetts.
Boston, being the chief Massachusetts port, receives chief
attention. But other ports are not neglected. Comrade
Sidney Stern, 294 Norwell Street, Dorchester, was as-
signed to work with Comrade Joe Alberts, 112 Borden
Street, Fall River, as organizers for Fall River, New
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Bedford and Providence. Alberts, a Communist Party
organizer, was detached in September of 1937 for the
purpose of organizing longshoremen into a union affili-
ated to the Committee for Industrial Organization, at
175 per week.

Other Fall River functionaries include a woman,
Comrade Kimball, whose headquarters have been at
304 South Main Street, where she has been local head of
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ Union. Comrade
Greenfield, of the Leviten Grocery Company, 111 Alden
Street, has lent his leadership to all phases of Party work.
One Burke was sent on from New York City for work
with the Maritime Union in Fall River. There is evi-
dence that he was for some time employed by the Party
leadership for gun-toting purposes. The Comrades Coburn
alternate between Fall River, where they live, and Provi-
dence. Mrs. Coburn, known as “Miss Lee,” occupies the
position of bookkeeper of the National Maritime Union
in the latter port. This post serves to disguise her
commanding position in Party activity. Her husband
sometimes operates under the Party name of Golding.
Together they are under-cover organizers for the Party,
and act as liaison agents between the Party and the
union. In the Fall River-New Bedford area their task
was to direct a section of a shipping strike which the
Party had scheduled for the Massachusetts coast in
September of 1937.

There is definite evidence that some of the officials of
the National Maritime Union collect dues for the Com-
munist Party and issue the traveling cards which show
a seaman is a member in good standing.

The Communist leadership of the National Maritime
Union maintains “good squads.” These are strong-arm
and gun men. Known in Party circles by the more
refined name of “Direct Action and Disciplinary Squad,”
its national headquarters has been at 35 East 12th Street,
New York City, separate from those of the Union. In
June of 1937, when the American Federation of Labor
leadership attempted to recover control of the Inter-
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national Seamen’s Union which the Communist leader-
ship had taken over, one of the “good squads” was sent
into Boston to resist any such attempt. In some instances
local union officials have wired to Communist Party
representatives in other ports that certain crews were
“hot,” which meant they were to be “dumped.” The
good squad’s duty of “dumping” was to beat or intimidate
members of the crew so that new crews, more to N. M. U.
liking, could be put aboard.

In contrast to the rougher methods, loyal female Com-
rades have been used to convert crews on certain ships
to Party principles. They have been sent aboard to sell
the “Daily Worker” and also to entertain the seamen
ashore.

A school for sabotage conducted outside the Common-
wealth but attended by certain Communist seamen from
the Port of Boston was organized by the secretary of the
Communist Party in the aforesaid locality.

Curriculum:
1. The kind of foreign matter which, if

dropped in paint, will cause it to peel and
create corrosion.

2. The effect of dropping phonograph needles
in dynamos.

3. How steel dust placed in oil damages bear-
ings.

4. Burning out of bearings by failure of oil
supply.

5. The best w Tay to burn out boiler tubes.
6. How to disable the steering gear.

Comrade John V. Cromier, who was head of the
sabotage squad in the 1936-37 strike, was stationed in
Boston in the fall of 1937.

In the early summer of 1937 leaders of the National
Maritime Union were particularly anxious to organize the
tankers, many of which come into Massachusetts ports.
The orders given to local union officials were that when
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three tankers were in one port a strike was to be called
on one of them on trumped-up charges; then the other
two tankers were to go on sympathy strike. In this way
the union strength would be manifested.

Licensed officers have their own unions separate from
those of the seamen, but there are a few instances of
active aid by officers to Communist leaders of the seamen.
One, Third Mate J. J. Wood, a Communist Party mem-
ber, has actively worked for the Party enhancement.

After upwards of 40,000 members had been enrolled
in the National Maritime Union, the leadership was
cognizant of membership dissatisfaction because so few
agreements had been negotiated with shipowners. Under
the heading “Beefs” (sailor’s term for grievances) the
strike leaders sent out a notice to members which con-
tained the following:

. . . Why don’t we sign agreements now? Firstly: In a short time
the National Labor Relations Board will designate the NMU as the

ncy for collective bargaining . .
. for all seamen.

It seems remarkable prescience by which the Com-
munist leaders of the Union could forecast the outcome
of the seamen’s elections before they were held. There
is evidence that to assure this result Comrades enrolled
men as members of the Union who were in no sense
seamen. Such recruits were brought to the Union halls
principally during lunch hours, when only Party Union
officials were left on duty, and they were furnished with
Union books.

Within more recent months the work of recruiting
seamen into the Communist Party itself has been inten-
sified. As Party control over the National Maritime
Union became more secure, so the methods of recruiting
became more open. Finally, there appeared red cards,
each bearing a number, which gave each seaman the
opportunity to apply for Party membership. These
cards were distributed throughout the ships and through
the I nion halls. Some of them, filled in, are in the
possession of the Commission. The card reads as follows;
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No. ( )

National Maritime Union of America
126 Eleventh Avenue, New York City

I (Book No )

desire to become a member of the Communist Party.

We, the membership of the National Maritime Union, have pledged
our fullest support to the cause of Communism for the purpose of
recruiting new members throughout the United States of America
and its possessions.

Approved. Executive Committee

Thomas Ray.

Roy Hudson.
Kindly fill in this Card and Forward to Above Addre

It is to be noted that “Meyers” is spelt with two
e’s.” Due to this, some of the Communists in the

Union have claimed the card is a forgery, that it was
issued by some enemy of the Union. As a matter of
fact, there is evidence that officials of the N. M. U. in
Boston, themselves members of the Communist Party,
have circulated and collected the cards. In one instance
the evidence tends to show that Thomas McGowan, one
of the Agents in the Port of Boston, filled in one of the
cards, forging thereto the name of a seaman who had the
intention of joining the Party. The seaman in question
had a numerous anti-Communist following within the
Union, and this forged card was used both to attract
them and other recruits and also to discredit the owner
of the forged name.

Members of the Union in Boston came to resent Com-
munist dominations. There were denunciations both in
and outside Union meeting. Thomas McGowan, Boston
Agent of the Engine Division, used the technique of
laying the “red scare” by setting it up and knocking it
down with oratory. He described his success in a letter
to Moe Byne, in New York, member of the District Com-
mittee and treasurer of the Engine Division, under date
of March 31, 1937:

Frederick Meyers.
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Dear Moe : Arrived back Monday night to find things popping.
During our absence Brother Stewart, our leading Wobbly, aided by
Harrington and Murray, two disappointed pie card artists, had with
the aid of a few half pints rallied the bottle gang around them, and
demanded a special meeting. The meeting was to be held to remove
Moutal, because he was a Communist.

This stuff has been going on for some time, so instead of refusing
them I decided to call the meeting and beat down this “Red” scare
for all time.

The meeting was called to order, then I invited the Eastern and
Gulf, and the Marine Cooks and Stewards to attend, having voice
but no vote. From the minutes you can see we laid the “scare” pretty
good.

Incidentally we hear that the Wobbly’s are going to open a hall
here, which should add to the fun. Brother Stewart informed me last
night that Tom Young was not in the hospital from Pleurisy, but was
dumped on the Coast. Can you verify this? If it is true, I will per-
sonally dump Mr. Stewart.

Today Mills and I had two conferences with the Cape Cod Steam-
ship Company which operates the “Steel Pier” running to Province-
town.

Friday wr e have to meet the Owner, and it looks like they will sign
an agreement with us Fireman $95.00 per month and Oilers $105.00.
If we get them to sign, I will flood the Eastern with leaflets showing
them the difference in wages and asking what they intend to do
about it. Meanwhile our lawyer is drawing up an agreement.

Fraternally youn

P. S. The minutes are being typed. Will mail them when ready

It is evident that the purpose and accomplishment of
the meeting was not to prove Moutal was not a Com-
munist. To the uninitiate, the term “Wobbly” is ap-
plied to members of the Industrial Workers of the World,
the I. W. W. “Dumping” may take many forms. It
results in injury to the “dumpee.” The agreement
with the Cape Cod Steamship Company was not con-
cluded as anticipated, and the Eastern Steamship Com-
pany is yet to be won, despite numerous short strikes
conducted by the N. M. U.

A strike on the S. S. “Limon” which occurred on July
25, 1937, was called by Philip Frankfeld. Frankfeld is
District Secretary of the Communist Party in New Eng-

McGowan
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land. About twenty days later he also ordered a sit-
down strike over a matter of food refrigeration. This
Commission is not concerned with the merits or lack of
merits causing these strikes. That the orders to con-
duct them emanated from Communist headquarters be-
speaks Communist domination of the seamen.

By June of 1937 the International Labor Defense,
American section of International Red Aid, with head-
quarters at Moscow, had formed a separate committee
to furnish legal aid to the National Maritime Union.
The International Labor Defense has also done active
recruiting among the National Maritime Union. Its
membership among the crew on the S. S. “Oriente” was
sufficiently large to constitute a separate branch and to
publish its own journal.

Practically speaking, the National Maritime Union is
a component part of the Committee for Industrial Or-
ganization, although at the time of this investigation
there was no evidence it had received its charter from
the larger organization. (Later reported that the char-
ter has been issued.)

N. M. U. delegates were regularly seated at the C. I. 0.
convention held in Boston November 20 and 21, 1937.
There were fifteen such delegates. This delegation was
supposed to meet separately for organizational purposes,

among other things, to select one of its number for
the Resolutions Committee of the convention, and to
prepare a resolution which would be in the interest of
the N. M. U. Instead of this procedure, however, nine
of the delegation, Communists, met secretly. 4 hey
were Thomas McGowan, Robert Mills, H. B. Warner,
Harry Fishman, Frank S. O’Day, J. T. O’Brien, Clarence
Warded, Jack Moutal, Paul Emerson. The other six,
non-Communists, were excluded.

Roy Hudson, already herein described as a member
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., was present at the convention, although he was
not a delegate.

Revolt against Communist leadership in the Union
increased in the Port of Boston. Agents McGowan,
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Mills and Warded were unable to suppress it. Finally,
at the meeting of November 22, 1937, with Dick Stewart
in the chair, Pearson, Engine Division Delegate, made
a motion from the floor to “clean house” of all Agents
and Delegates in Boston. These facts appear in the
minutes of the joint meeting held in New York on De-
cember 23, 1937, when six of the “disrupters” were sus-
pended from the Union. The motion was carried in part;
three delegates were removed by the membership.

Because of the transient calling of seamen, those who
are present at successive meetings constantly change.
A member of the Union in good standing may attend
and vote at a National Maritime Union meeting in any
port. This also means that a meeting can be controlled by
bringing a sufficient number of followers from one port
to another, or from the New York headquarters. On
November 26, 1937, Joseph Curran came on from New
York, and after conferring with Communist leaders in
Boston, presided at a special meeting and is said to have
brought a group with him. At that meeting, against
opposition by the Boston membership who are not mem-
bers of the Communist Party, minutes of all meetings
held at Boston for some months past were impounded
and taken to New York, and a motion was put through
that the District Committee should investigate acts of
members in Boston. All proceedings of the meeting of
November 22 were then and there quashed.

Moe Byne, a member of the District Committee,
reached Boston on December 2 and began his investi-
gation of “disrupters” in Boston. He is the individual
to whom McGowan wrote the letter quoted earlier. On
the basis of Byne’s report to the District Committee, six
men Stewart, Pearson, Schnyder, the two Flahertys,
and Stuart Fiander received notices of suspension by
the District Committee, and were ordered to appear for
trial in New York City on December 23, 1937. This was
apparently an ultra vires act, since the N. M. U. constitu-
tion placed jurisdiction for the trial in the Port of Boston.

This Commission is not concerned with the inner
government of this or any other labor union, excepting,
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as in this case, it shows methods of intimidation by
which Communist control is maintained; for example,
minutes of the New York meeting show Joseph Curran
as chairman. Stewart was the only defendant present.
The meeting was held at the Manhattan Opera House,
not at the Union hall. The minutes show that at least
seven big ships were in the harbor, besides other boats,
yet out of the approximately 1,000 men present the record
also shows “Great majority of men present on beach”
(unemployed). This notation in the minutes supports to
some extent an accusation afterwards made, but not
substantiated, that the meeting was held elsewhere
than at the Union hall to eliminate numbers of working
seamen who, learning of the change only after arrival
at the regular hall, did not trouble to go to another part
of the city. Also that scrutiny by doortenders was re-
laxed to admit Leftist groups of garment and needle
workers.

Charges against the accused men, as contained in the
official minutes of their trial and in Byne’s report, follow:

A.
The same name or names would appear in the auditing committee

over a period of months. . .
. The Committee would spend days in

the office going over the books. They would bring back a report to
the following meeting and state that the books and finances were in
order, and then add various comments . . . that the type of receipt
books used made it difficult to check ... a possible fraud.

There is evidence that Byne’s report of this charge
was not wholly correct. Buies of the Union call for the
election of an auditing committee at each meeting, which
committee is supposed to check financial records and
report at the same meeting. By reason of the short time
allowed, the membership in Boston had voted that the
auditing committee should report at the next subsequent
meeting. So the membership, rather than the members
of the auditing committee, was responsible for delayed
reports. There is also evidence that some of the com-
mittees reported it was impossible to audit the books,
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and demanded a system of
would correct the situation.

sceipts and vouchers which

B.
it the meeting of November 26:

Strenuous objections were raised by Stewart, Paul Flaherty andPearson and Sam Martin [the latter not on trial] against having theUnion stenographer take down the minutes verbatim

The stenographer referred to was Justine O’Connor,known to the defendants to be a Communist.

(

This group of Dick Stewart and West Coast men were continuallyred-baiting and disrupting during the strike.
I recall that on the night of the meeting [November 22] BrotherPearson flashed a photostatic copy of a letter from Brother McGowanto Bro. Moe Byne in New York, which had been written last March1937.

That letter has been quoted heretofore

D.
Dick Stewart and Pearson, time and time again continuously redbaiting in meeting, by accusing the officials of being reds.
One charge against Stewart concerned his meeting

one Mogan, an American Federation of Labor Officialduring the 1936 strike of the N. M. U.

We were walking down Atlantic Avenue, Boston . . . when we metJohn Mogan of the I. S. U. . . . Stewart stopped and talked withMogan in my presence. Mogan told Stewart that the N. M. U. menwere no good, and that they were Communists and that the Com-munists were running the Union. Stewart remarked that he wouldget them out of there in time.

I

F.

• • - It wasn’t but a short time after that rumors about Communistand sell-out artists were running the Union and when tracing backhese rumors, they came from that same group that Brother Stewartnad around him, and a delegate by the name of Pearson.
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G.
That Brother Stewart came aboard the S.S. “Mundixie” andaccused

Joe Curran of being a Communist. .

. .

“.
. . They kicked me out because they are all Communists, and I

don’t approve of Communists being in control of the Union”, said
Pearson. “They are all a bunch of phonies, and lam going to smash
the N. M.. U. if it is the last thing I do. lam not going to New York!”

Inmyestimation, Pearson is a man who needs careful watching. .
.

.

He is using very detrimental actions, going aboard ships and red-
baiting.

J.
. . . Pearson would come on Board and say “Hello Comrades”, and

they would say to him “What do you mean,” and he said “They
are all Communists, don’t you know, the whole Union is Communist!”
But the crew was not interested in politics, but in Unionism.

K.
Ralph Schnyder: He is linked up in this group by his own signed

statement which in part states: “If we had a couple more men like
Brother Stewart, even though I was on the trial committee that con-
victed him last summer, and Brother Pearson, I think this Port would
be a hell of a lot better off!”

L.
Stuart Fiander: The following are quotations from his own

statement: “Brother Stewart as I know him is a staunch Union man.
He is more or less antagonistic to what he feels is more or less dic-
tatorship that has been set up. I wouldn’t say Dick Stewart has
formed any organization to fight this dictatorship, as it has been
granted there is a clique that had got on the floor and opposed the
leadership. I wouldn’t call it a clique. lam not saying that all of
them are sincere in their attack. As I said in meetings before your
enemies are your best friends in that they oppose your weaknesses.”

Charges against Paul Flaherty included that he was
elected a delegate at the runaway meeting of November
22, and when he was not in good standing; against

H.

I.
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Patrick Flaherty, that he was recording secretary of that
meeting.

Some of the evidence entered by Stewart at the New
York trial in his defence, and part of the minutes of that
meeting, bear considerably upon the role of the Com-
munists in the Union:

Stewart: . . . Went to two or three places about getting the
three pickets relieved that were already in jail sentenced to three
months. Went up with Martin Walsh to Communist Headquarters.
. . . [Boston] Seen Moutal there. . . . From there went to the I. L. D.
[lnternational Labor Defense], . . . Brother Edward was introduced
as an organizer from New York for the port of Boston. Brother Mills
introduced him. I asked Brother Mills if there wasn’t as good organ-
izers in Boston as New York. ... It should have been asked off the
floor for an organizer. Brother Edwards was made organizer. . .

.

Going over there, I walked past Harrison Avenue [sic] and who was
coming out of Communist headquarters but our N. M. U. Organizer,
Edwards. . . . Sitting in the office one morning a letter came from
New York to send Stern to Providence as a delegate. I objected to it
and said it wasn’t rank and file but dictatorship, back worse than ever
it was in the old phonies.

This is the same Communist Stern who was mentioned
earlier in this section of the report.

Stewart: . .
. McGowan got us and said he had investigated me

and found out I was no Wobbly and was very sorry for writing the
letter, but would like to know how Pearson got hold of the letter.
This letter caused plenty of the membership to get thinking why the
Agents were doing this work and one thing I always objected to in
any hall is Agents or Delegates being sent from other ports, New
York, mainly, and the whole Stewards’ Department was sent from
New York.

Some of the accusers of these six “disrupters” were:

1. Moe Byne, of the District Committee, who, when in Boston,
attended meetings of the Communist Fraction in the National
Maritime Union.

2. Jack Moutal, whose activities have been covered
3. H. B. Warner, one of the secret meeting group at the C. I. 0.

convention.
4. Marcus Silver, Book No. 2473, Engine Division.
5. Joseph Flynn, Book No. 1523, Deck Division.
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6. John 1%. Masterson, Book No. 2513, a member of the “educa-
tional committee,” then in jail.

7. S. Howe, Book No. 5171, Stewards’ Division
8. Harry Fishman, Book No. 4506, Stewards’ Division, another of

the secret session members.
9. R. Braly, Book No. 10676, Deck Division

10. Thomas McGowan, Boston Agent, and an object of the anti-
Communist attacks.

11. Comrade Ramos, Stewards’ Delegate at Boston
12. Members of the District Committee, themselves objects of attack

by the Boston group.

The six defendants were all found guilty of “viciou;
anti-union activities” and each was suspended for ninety
nine years.

Further investigation at a later date brought forth
evidence:

1. At a meeting of the Communist Waterfront Section
in Boston, held in early February, plans were discussed
for a strike on Great Lakes shipping, possibly to be called
in March. The purpose was to stop shipments to the
steel companies which depend upon ore mined in those
regions. It was also planned to send Comrades from the
Communist Waterfront Sections on the Atlantic to assist
Comrades in the Inland Lakes “fraction” to enliven the
strike. Membership of the National Maritime Union
as a whole were not yet apprised of the plans; only the
Communist Party members were being prepared for work
with the leadership. At the same meeting it stated that
Carlyle Pearson, one of the men who had been suspended,
would be “dumped.”

2. Leaders of the National Maritime Union were pre-
paring to organize lighthouse tenders. This, in itself,
might be considered only to follow the prevalent trend of
union organization. But there is evidence that in “frac-
tion” meetings Communist leaders have stressed the
advantage of being able to include lighthouse keepers in
any future shipping strike.

Should this be accomplished, and coastwise beacons be
darkened the dangers to lives and shipping are horrible
to contemplate.
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The foregoing recitals and findings are not intended
to brand the great majority of seamen as intentionally
following the hammer and sickle of Moscow. Like other
American workers, they are interested in organizing to
improve their working conditions. We find that the
Communists have utilized this desire and deliberately
fostered their ideology of “class struggle” to foist red
leadership upon the seamen. Their tactic is to gain the
confidence and loyalty of the rank and file, by agitating
legitimate grievances and fomenting grievances without
basis, by indoctrinating hatred towards employers,
class hatred, and by keeping discontent alive. The
Communist Party hopes to win these tens of thousands
as militant, but blind, followers and fighters, together
with masses of other workers. We believe the conclusion
is inescapable that the Communist Party already has
control of the National Maritime Union in Massachusetts.

Numerous reports were made to the Commission of
Communist agitation and attempted recruiting for the
Communist Party within the ranks of W. P. A. and the
C. C. C. in Massachusetts. The Commission reports
that these are among the aspects of the situation which
it has been impossible for it to consider. It would be
natural that unemployment and economic pressure should
provide fertile soil for the Communist propagandist.
Inquiry into the subversive activities of such groups
might, in any event, more properly be directed through
Federal authoritv.

In Russia in 1917 Socialists, Social-Democrats, and
Republicans overthrew the Czarist regime and attempted
to set up a parliamentary democratic government,
headed by Kerensky. Lenin and his Communist cohorts,
by agitation amongst industrial workers and farmers,
promised the first group greater economic security, and the
second, ownership of land. They then used methods of

Communism - Agitation among Relief Workers.

Farmer-Labor Party.
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bloody revolution to annihilate the democratic govern-
ment, and set up a Soviet dictatorship, referred to today
by Communists as Soviet “democracy.”

Based on historical successes and failures, the Com-
munist Party has long stressed the essential tactic of
creating a Labor Party (Farmer-Labor Party), in the
United States. This was particularly emphasized at the
Seventh World Congress of the Communist International
in 1935. A People’s Front government would not be a
Communist government, although Communists might
participate therein, but would be a forerunner of what
the Communist intend shall be their revolutionary seizure
of power; that is, it is envisioned that the People’s Front
government in the United States would eventually go the
way of the Kerensky government in Russia.

Historical justification of the tactic of a labor party
and a People’s Front government, now being pursued by
the Communist Party in Massachusetts and throughout
the Nation, is found in the teachings of Lenin. It is also
clear why the Communists so vociferously declare that
they have abandoned any intention of overthrowing our
government by force and violence.

From ‘“Left Wing’ Communism: An Infantile Dis-
order,” by Lenin:

(Page 16) The Bolsheviks began their victorious struggle against
the parliamentary (in reality) bourgeois republic and against the
Mensheviks very cautiously, and, contrary to the views now often
met with in Europe and America, the preparations for it were by no
means a simple matter. We did not call for the overthrow of the gov-
ernment at the beginning of the period indicated, but explained that
it was impossible to overthrow it until the composition and the mood
of the Soviets had been changed. We did not proclaim a boycott of
the bourgeois parliament, of the Constituent Assembly, but declared
after the April (1917) Conference of our Party officially declared in
the name of the Party, that a bourgeois republic with a Constituent
Assembly is better than one without a Constituent Assembly, but
that a Workers’ and Peasants’ republic, a Soviet Republic, is
better than any bourgeois-democratic, parliamentary republic. W ith-
out such careful, thorough, elaborate and prolonged preparation we
could not have obtained victory in November (October) 1917, nor
have maintained this victory.
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Browder sets forth the present objectives of the Com-
munist Party in his book, “The Results of the Elections
and the People’s Front” (published by Workers Library
Publishers, December, 1936):

(Page 16)
... After the Seventh Congress we said that the far-

reaching and world-shaping consequences in the People’s Front
strategy would become clear only as they unfolded in the life of the
people of the world.

The victories of the People’s Front in France and Spain con-
firmed this estimate. Now we must add that the elections in the
United States in their own and different ways also confirmed the
correctness of the Seventh Congress decisions

The first objective was the defeat of Landon. ... It must be clear
that the more overwhelming the defeat of the Landon camp, the more
did we achieve our political objective which was more than merely
keeping Landon out of office.

On page 17 he continues
Labor’s Non-Partisan League, although only a beginning and very

timid step forward to independent political action, represented distinct
progress over the traditional A. F. of L. attitude, and was a step in the
direction of a Farmer-Labor Party. In these examples and in other
mass movements of perhaps less significance we find some indication of
the general advance that was achieved in the election campaign toward
building the foundation of a People’s Front.

(Page 27) ... The Communist Party sees in the overwhelming
defeat of reaction in the elections a great opportunity for the forces
of the People’s Front to move forward. ... It will not happen if the
masses rely upon Roosevelt. Progress can only come if we use the
opportunity for organization and struggle on a broader and more
determined line than ever before.

Of course, the Democratic Party leaders and Roosevelt want
nothing of the kind. They want every one to be quiet and wait for
whatever the new Congress will bring them.

(Page 32)
... In the People’s Front we must at all costs include

non-socialist progressives who will for a longer or shorter time be the
overwhelming majority. Our aim in the People’s Front is to organize
the majority of the people in the shortest possible time, against the
worst reactionaries and exploiters, and get the maximum possible con-
trol of the government in the hands of this progressive majority.

(Page 33) ... We must encourage the masses to win everything
possible through the election victory of Roosevelt, showing them that
this can only be done through organization and struggle, and through
political independence from Roosevelt. We can be quite sure that
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every gain under these conditions will only sharpen their appetite for
more, while having increased their knowledge and their power to gain
more.

(Page Unity must be won, and only by the workers them-
selves. . . . That is why we must say, . . . that the struggle to real-
ize the principles of the C. I. 0. is the first demand upon every pro-
gressive as well as every revolutionary worker.

(Page 38) ... Can you imagine if we succeeded in the future, and
that is our aim, to help organize the entire working class, its decisive
sections, in genuine industrial unions, under real progressive leader-
ship, how that would change the entire picture of the class relations
within the countryl

(Page 61) ... We have to give more systematic and constant
attention to the very broad united front formations which do not enter
directly into the Farmer-Labor Party movement. They furnish a
very good base and support for the Farmer-Labor movement. I have
in mind, especially the American Negro Congress, the youth move-
ment, the peace movement, church groups, fraternal organizations
and so on.

When the Communist Party of Massachusetts held
its Convention for three days in September, 1937, in
Boston, it was stated in the “Daily Worker” of Septem-
ber 7, 1937, that this Convention would “help mobilize the
people for the People’s Front of Massachusetts.”

At the end of 1936 the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party, U. S. A., set as one task the getting together
of liberal, progressive and labor groupings into a National
Legislative Conference, “bringing mass pressure to bear
upon Congress.” Directives were given to District One
to do the same thing in Massachusetts. As Browder
expressed it in “The Results of the Elections and the
People’s Front” (supra):

(Page 58)
... All this, let me emphasize again, is laying the

ground work for the Farmer-Labor Party and the People’s Front.
Without a big mobilization of mass support for a platform of social

and labor legislation, any move towards organizing participation in
the primaries would have very bad results. Even when the founda-
tion is laid for this mass movement, there vail have to be the greatest
care to avoid the inevitable dangers of throwing the masses back into
the two-party rut, instead of taking them out of it to build the Farmer-
Labor Party.

... At the same time we cannot shove the Communist Party into
everybody’s face in such a way as to make the Party offensive to
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people. Nor should we uncover all our forces in those cases w
xessary to have people working without being known as Comm

On January 16, 1938, there was called at the Hotel
Brunswick, Boston, a “Conference for Social Legisla-
tion,” invitations to which were sent to a large number
of “liberal, labor and progressive organizations of Massa-
chusetts.” The list of persons endorsing this conference
does not disclose the names of any ostensible officials of
the Communist Party. (We cite the closing sentences
of Browder’s admonition quoted above.) Some of these
endorsers, however, are well known as being active in
organizations which fringe the Communist Party, and
are wholly sympathetic to it. We believe some of the
remainder were unwittingly enlisted. We quote from
the Conference Call (printed by Century Press, which
receives much of the Communist Party’s printing orders):

Prof. Julius S, Bixler, Harvard University.

Prof. Edgar S. Brightman, Boston Universit

Prof. Henry J. Cadbury, Harvard University

Prof. Dorothy Douglas, Smith College

Prof. Ralph Harlow, Smith College
Dr. L. 0. Hartman, Editor, “Zion’s Herald
Prof. Amy Hewes, Mount Holyoke College

Conference endorsed by

John S. R. Bourne, New England Congress for Equal Opportunities.
City Councillor Daniel Boyle, Peabody, secretary, Massachuset

Industrial Organization Council.

Charles A. Burns, President, Boston Central Labor Union

John D. Conners, National Vice-President, American Federation of
Teachers.

Rev. Theodore DeLuca, Wakefield
City Councilor Robert J. Desmond, Lowell.

Martha Helen Elliot, Boston.
Antonio England, Vice-President, Massachusetts Industrial Counci
Rev. Robert M. Grey, Woburn.

E. A. Johnson, Secretary, Building Trades Council of Boston
Rev. Allen Keedy, New Bedford
Joseph Lee, Boston School Committee.
Rev. Donald G. Lothrop, Boston.
Prof. Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard University.
Prof. C. M. McConnell, Boston University
Prof. Norman B. Nash, Episcopal Theological Seminary
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Rev. George L. Paine, Boston.
Rev. Leslie T. Pennington, Cambridge,
Frank A. Reel, Cambridge.
John H. Reynolds, Legislative Agent, Massachusetts Council of

Teachers Unions.
Joseph A. Salerno, Vice-President, Mas

zation Council.
George Sanderson, Vice-President, Mai

of Labor.
Rev. Emerson S. Schwenk, Swampscott.
Dr. R. A. Simmons, Boston.

Massachusetts Industrial Organi-

Massachusetts State Federation

Dean Clarence R. Skinner, Tufts College.
Rev. J. Hastings Smyth, Cambridge.
Julian Steele, Robert Gould Shaw House, Boston.
Prof. David D. Vaughan, Boston University.
Prof. Coleston E. Warne, Amherst College.
Prof. Norbert Weiner, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Rev. Charles P. Wellman, Woburn.

The invitation set forth some purposes in the following
language:

It is imperative that all liberal, labor and progressive citizens in
the trade unions, churches, youth groups, fraternal organizations,
educational bodies, civic associations of all kinds rally and unite their
forces for the passage of social legislation and to prevent the passage
of undemocratic and reactionary measures.

.

.
. The need for action has arrived in Massachusetts. Such

action by progressive citizens, will go a long way to counteract the
organized pressure of the reactionary groups. The whole trend in
the country is definitely in a progressive direction as witnessed in the
results of the elections in many communities in 1937. The people of
Massachusetts, likewise, favor a progressive program and leadership
and the time has arrived to establish the closest cooperation between
labor and liberals around a common program of social legislation.

The foregoing set-up is strikingly similar to that laid
down by the Central Committee of the Communist
Party.

We have noted in preceding paragraphs that Browder
has mentioned the effectiveness of Labor’s Non-Partisan
League, especially as a step toward a Farmer-Labor
Party. It is not surprising, therefore, to find, growing
out of the conference for Social Legislation held on Janu-
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ary 16, 1938, a succeeding convention held in Boston on
March 27, 1938, at which plans were laid to build Labor’s
Non-Partisan League into a state-wide organization.

Alan R. Sweezy, instructor in economics at Harvard
College, was elected President of the new political or-
ganization. Prior to the holding of this second con-
vention Sweezy, by radio broadcast, appealed for the
establishment of a “People’s Front government in Massa-
chusetts.” Other officials elected include:

Vice-President Joseph Salerno, New England Organizer for the C. I, 0,
Vice-President, Walter Risley of the Brotherhood of Shoe and Allied

Craftsmen, Brockton.
Secretary, Valery Burati of the Textile Workers Organizing Committee.
Treasurer, Philip Kramer, International Vice-President of the Ladies

Garment Workers Union.

In this campaign towards a “Popular Front,” a
“Peoples Front” or whatever the varied designation,
and in the campaign to build a Labor Party through
Labor’s Non-Partisan League all the forces of the Com-
munist Party and all of its affiliates devote full energy.
When the Communist Party of France recently held its
ninth Convention, the Communist Party of the United
States and Canada sent greetings which included:

... In the programmatic declarations of President Roosevelt
during the last period, and in the legislative program of the great
progressive trade union movement of the Committee for Industrial
Organization, we already have a People’s Front program of an advanced
type. Our task in America is now to create the organization of the
majority of the people around this program which they already accept
and support in order to translate that program into life itself.

The above-cited excerpt is also quoted in the spring
of 1938 issue of “The Harvard Communist,” published
by the Harvard Branch of the Young Communist League.

Wfilliam Z. Foster in “From Bryan to Stalin” (Inter-
national Publishers, 1937), explains how the Communists
expect to use a Labor Party;

(Page 341) Nor does the Communist Party fear that the Farmer
Labor Party, although its program at first be relatively moderate,
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will develop into a reformist organization. . . . Quite the reverse,
the Farmer-Labor Party, . . . organized as it will be in a period of
declining capitalism and rapidly sharpening class battles and with
the stimulus of a growing Communist Party, must tend towards a
policy of class struggle. It will be the main route of the toiling masses
into the American People’s Front. . . . And the deepening of the
crisis and the mass awakening, must eventually lead to that final
struggle when, under the political leadership of the Communist Party,
the masses will wipe out forever the monstrous capitalist system with
its poverty and brutality and establish a free, prosperous, and happy
Soviet America.

As an incentive to efforts in Massachusetts, current
Communist writers and speakers point to the success of
the American Labor Party in New York City, and the
fact that the support of the Communist Party there has
been recognized by the appointment of a Communist to
an official position in the city government.

The International Workers Order was incorporated un-
der the laws of the State of New York in 1930. The
purposes of this organization are stated in its charter as
being

To promote fraternal intercourse among the members; to assist its
members in cases of sickness or disability and their families depending
upon them in need and distress resulting from such sickness and dis-
ability of such members; to further benevolence and to allay poverty
amongst those that are dependent upon its members for their main-
tenance and support by establishing a sick fund and also a beneficiary
fund from which, upon the death of any member in good standing, the
beneficiary named shall draw an amount not exceeding the sum of
two thousand ($2,000) dollars.

The organization made application to do business in
Massachusetts in September, 1930. That application
was denied. After several later applications, in May,
1935, permission was granted to it to operate in this
Commonwealth. In violation of the laws of this State,
Massachusetts charters were issued prior to the granting
of such authority. It was upon express representation

International Workers Order.
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that all pre-existing branches had been dissolved that
the permission sought finally was given.

Charters illegally issued prior to September, 1934, to
groups in Massachusetts still remain in this State. Those
members who formerly were members of branches, simply
became “members at large.” The I. W. O. at no time
ceased its operations before it was licensed in Massa-
chusetts.

The activities of the I. W. 0. came to the attention
of this Commission early in its investigation.

From “The New Order” (published by International
Workers Order), November, 1937, page 8:

We’re Investigated
Attempts of the Sherman Investigation Committee of Massa-

chusetts to brand the International Workers Order as a subversive
organization and link it with the Communist Party proved a dud at
the hearings on Wednesday, Oct. 20.

(All of the Communist publications and publications of
affiliates to the Communist Party have designated this
Commission as the “Sherman Committee”.)

In the same issue of “The New Order” it was reported
that this Commission’s investigation of the International
Workers Order was “an attempt to limit civil liberties,”
and that on October 27, 1937, there was held in Boston
a special meeting of I. W. O. executives to make the
month of November, 1937, a “fighting month for de-
mocracy and peace.” As part of this campaign, and in
protest against this Commission’s investigation of the
International Workers Order, Dean Clarence R. Skinner
of Tufts Divinity School, the Rev. Donald Lothrop,
leader of the Community Church in Boston, and Prof.
Albert Sprague Coolidge of Harvard were slated to
address branches of I. W. O. in the Commonwealth.

In addition, on October 21, 1937, there was held a
mass meeting at Ford Hall, when the Communist Max
Bedacht, general secretary, and chief executive of Inter-
national Workers Order, made a report on, and a plea
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for, Leftist Spain, from which he had just returned,whereupon the meeting became —-

. . . also a demonstration against the Sherman Legislative Com-
mittee when the meeting unanimously adopted a resolution condemn-
ing the activities of the committee.

This Commission issued a subpoena to A. Eleff, District
Secretary, with headquarters at 611 Washington Street,
Boston (this is also the address of International Labor
Defense and the “Morning Freiheit,” Communist news-
paper). Mr. Eleff was reported out of town, and was
not available at any time during our hearings.

A subpoena was then served upon Sophie Senders,
bookkeeper, who had stated to a deputy sheriff that she
was in charge of the records. Miss Senders disregarded
the subpoena and did not appear before the Commission
until a later date when, with her, was one Joseph R.
Brodsky, a lawyer from New York City. Brodsky is a
national official and general counsel of the International
Workers Order.

Brodsky testified that he personally was not a Com-
munist. It appears from evidence within our records
that Joseph R. Brodsky has been associated with the
Communist Party for many years, active in many of the
Communist organizations, is at present an attorney on
the staff of the International Labor Defense, and a
teacher at the Communist Workers’ School in New York
City. He further testified the I. W. O. is not affiliated
with the Communist Party. The Commission disbelieves
that testimony.

The Communist Party in a Resolution and Control
Plan for District One (which includes Massachusetts) of
the Communist Party gave the following instructions
(April 23, 1934):

The policy of concentration must likewise be carried through by
the mass organizations. The I. L. D., and I. W. 0., and the language
clubs must throw the weight of their work into the textile and shoe
industries and concentration points.

...
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The I. W. 0. must likewise make efforts to establish a branch in
Lawrence mobilizing for the Social Insurance Campaign, for the
support of the textile union, and against fascism. . . .

One question asked of Brodsky, as of many other
Communist witnesses, was whether, in event of war be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United States, he would
defend the United States. Brodsky replied, “I cannot
conceive that the two outstanding democracies would go
to war,” which is, in substance, identical with the reply
to the same question made by Earl Browder at our first
public hearing and repeated almost word for word by
every Communist witness thereafter.

The official emblem of the International Workers
Order is three men within a circle. The man on the left
holds a hammer, the one on the right a sickle. The
hammer and sickle is the official emblem of Soviet Russia.

Like the governing structure of the Communist Parties
of Russia, of the United States, and of Massachusetts,
the chief and directing head of the I. W. 0. is the general
secretary, and the chairman is subordinate in powr er to
him. The present general secretary is the above-men-
tioned Max Bedacht, a member of the Communist
Party.

According to the by-laws of the I. W. 0., Article XV,
Section 2;

No member of a police force and no professional strikebreaker can
be accepted as a member.

Witness Brodsky explained that the Order considered
such persons bad insurance risks. These are the only
occupations excluded, no matter how hazardous. The
Commission is of the opinion that it is not the hazard of
his occupation which excludes a policeman.

Under clause (g) of section 2, I. W. 0. by-laws, a
member may be expelled “If he is or shall become a
strikebreaker, or a member of any police or detective
force, public or private.”
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There appeared the following item in the “Worcester
Worker” (published by the Communist Party of Worces-
ter), May 1, 1937:

(Page 6) ... The I. W. 0. played an important role in enrolling
thousands of members into the C. I. 0., especially in steel and
auto. . . .

For information write to Joseph Ginsburg, 9 Columbia Street,
Worcester, Mass.

A comprehensive history of the beginnings of the Inter-
national Workers Order is their own publication entitled
“Five Years of International Workers Order, 1930-1935.”
From this history it is manifest that the original founders,
and each succeeding group which joined them thereafter,
belong to the Left-Wing of radicalism and support the
objectives of the Communist Party. We quote from the
pages of the above-named volume:

(Page 7) The birth of the International Workers Order was an
important event in the history of the American working class. Before
that event the bourgeois leadership over millions of workers in the
fraternal movement of America had never seriously been challenged.

(Page 9) Democracy for the workers is a means of serving their
ends. If it cannot be used for that, it is not worth having. That is
why the workers try to test the value of democracy by using it in
their efforts to improve their conditions. They use speech, press and
organization as means of defending their everyday interests.

. . . Democracy can be maintained in its purity only if its practice
is kept out of the realm of the class struggle; it can be maintained in
its purity only as a phrase. Wherever democracy is put to use for the
workers, its purity is in danger. Therefore, so the pure democrats
reason, they must fight against such use. For the sake of maintaining
pure democracy they must suppress the efforts of the workers to use
it for class struggle purposes. In order to prevent the capitalists from
invoking fascism against democracy the pure (social) democrats must
prevent the workers from invoking democraticrights against capitalism.
Instead of having big bourgeois fascism replace democracy, they
make their own petty bourgeois fascism save it. In doing this they
appear blind to the fact that the substance of the democracy they
save is just exactly that capitalist dictatorship the existence of which
democracy is supposed to disprove. However, these social-democrats
are anything but blind to this fact. It is exactly the saving of tins
substance they have clearly in mind when they talk about the saving
of democracy.
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(Page 9) ... In March, 1930, a body of about 5,000 Jewisl
workers, formerly members of the Workmen’s Circle, became the
independent builders of a new proletarian fraternal organization.
. . . It was the phenomenon of a gradual but inevitable and pro-
gressively increasing desertion of the proletarian masses from the
army of defence of capitalism; it was the beginning of a rapid growth
of the proletarian arm}' against capitalism.

(Page 10) Along came the crisis. In this crisis the bosses failed
to provide jobs; the politician failed to solve the problems politically
God, too, failed to lead the masses out of the misery of a bankrupt
economic system. The established workers’ conceptions received a
cruel jolt.

In this period the International Workers Order performed two
functions: first it became the gathering ground for the more conscious
of the elements that turned their backs to bourgeois fraternalism;
secondly its development and advocacy of a new proletarian frater-
nalism helped the workers to replace their fading confidence in capital-
ism and its leadership with a growing confidence in themselves and
their own proletarian leadership,

(Page 11)
...

it has in the first five years of its existence built
itself from a group of Jewish workers into an international body.
Negroes and whites are organized together; many branches and
nine national language sections speak different tongues within the
Order; but all branches and all sections and all tongues speak only
one language, the language of working-class interests

In taking up the reasons why certain of the individual
sections formed or came into the International Workers
Order, this history outlines the reasons, section by sec-
tion.

Founding Group.

The original splitting away by the Left-Wing of the
Workmen’s Circle occurred in 1929 when this group
issued a manifesto which included the following decla-
rations :

(Page 14) ... There was not one single important occasion in
the life of the Jewish workers in the last seven or eight vears whenn or eight years w.
the leadership of the Workmen’s Circle did not line up with t
mies of the working class.

“The counter-revolutionary physiognomy of the Workmen’s Circl
is most clearly expressed in its attitude to the Soviet Union, the onl
proletarian State in the world, the pride and crown of achl
of all class conscious workers throughout the entire woroi all class conscious workers throughout the entire world. . .

. There-
fore, we call upon all the members of the Workmen’s Circle who tal«
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the interests of the working class seriously; we call upon all those
workers who cannot bear any longer the black reactionary rule of
the Workmen’s Circle; we call upon all class conscious and progressive
members of the Workmen’s Circle ... to leave the Workmen’s Circle
and to help build a real proletarian Order.”

In detailing past sins of the Workmen’s Circle, the
I. W. 0. history sets forth that which was committed at
the Toronto Convention in 1922:

(Page 15) One of these resolutions was against the Soviet Union
and the other one was against the newly founded Workers Party [asnewly founded Workers Party [as
the Communist Party was then
“Freiheit”.

. .

.

called] and its Jewish organ, the

District of the Workmen’s
the Soviet Union and the

(Officials in the Boston
Circle so strongly favored
Communist Party that the National Executive Commit-
tee dissolved the Boston District Committee of the
Circle.)

Again quoting concerning the 1929 Convention of the
Workmen’s Circle, which caused the final split and the
birth of International Workers Order:

(Page 20) . . . The 1929 convention outdid all the other conven-
tions in the amount of hostility and rancor against the Soviet Union,
and the most terrible tyranny against the left wing. It is enough to
point out that the guest speaker at the convention was the infamous
Victor Chernov, a leader of the counter-revolutionaries in the Soviet
Union, and that a physical attack was made upon the reporter of the
Freiheit. .

. . The last straw was the expulsion of the Comrade
Gordon in Chicago for the crime of belonging to the Needle Trades
Workers Industrial Union.

.
.

. The conference unanimously came to the conclusion that
there was no longer any place in the Workmen’s Circle for the militant
and progressive elements.

.
.

. The national committee not only called the conference but
actually made preparations to build our new proletarian order.

(Page 22) 157 branches of the Workmen’s Circle and the Inde-
pendent, and 13 minority groups were presented at this conference.
Over 200 delegates greeted enthusiastically the name “International
Workers Order.” The conference was a Jewish one. But the spirit
of it was international.

.

.
. Proletarian fraternalism was at last to become a reality. The

International Workers Order was to make out of the fraternal move-
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ment in America an important sector of the workers’ forces in the
class-struggle front.

The history of the other sections of I. W. 0. follow a
iimilar pattern to that of the Founding Group:

This section came from the M. B. 0. S. Z. (Hungarian
Workingmen’s Sick Benefit and Educational Federation).
On page 63 of the history of the I. W. 0. we learn that
out of this organization “there arose a number of excel-
lent revolutionary fighters . . . many of whom could be
found later in the thick of the class struggle.”

The M. B. 0. S. Z. Stands by the Hungarian Soviet.

(Page 63) The successful revolution of the Russian proletariat
had a deep effect on the membership of the M. B. O. S. Z. (Hungarian
Workingmen’s Sick Benefit and Educational Federation), as it had a
great effect upon the whole of the American-Hungarian working
masses. It was therefore quite natural when after the collapse of the
imperialist front on March 21, 1919, the revolutionary workers of
Hungary established their Soviet government and declared the prole-
tarian dictatorship, that the membership of the M. B. 0. S. Z. received
this news enthusiastically. It helped to organize huge mass meetings
throughout the country in order to gain the support of the entire
Hungarian masses for the Hungarian Soviet Republic. The meetings
were so successful that in many cities there were not sufficiently large
auditoriums available. Large sections of the Hungarian population
joined the movement.

.
. . The members and branches of the M. B. 0. S. Z. were active

in the struggle against the Hungarian white terror. They also sup-
ported the left wing of the S. P. 1 for the establishment of a revolu-
tionary leadership for the American working class.

There follows a history of the revolutionary activity
of the Left-Wing within this Hungarian Order which led
up to its bringing its membership into the International
Workers Order.

(Page 66) ... the Slovak Section, the third largest section of the
Order, marks the twentieth year of its existence and its work in the
fraternal field among the Slovak workers.

Hungarian Section

Slovak Section.

1 Socialist Party
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The foundation of the Slovak Workers Society, which now consti-
tutes the Slovak Section of the Order, was laid long before our Jewish
comrades conceived the idea of launching a truly International
Workers Fraternal Order, composed of all the sections of the Ameri-
can working class.

. . . The mass immigration of the Slovaks to the United States
began in 1880-1885. On its heels followed the clergy bent on keeping
it docile and in fear of hell.

From the beginning of their arrival the masses felt the need of some
kind of protection. AVith the assistance of priests and saloon keepers
they began to form fraternal organizations segregated into religious
factions. The individual branches, without exception, were organized
either around a church or a saloon and provided good income for their
spiritual leaders.

Then follows a recital of the creation of the Slovak
Workers’ Society in November of 1915:

(Pages 68-69)
... We fought on and pushed ahead with the

result that on our second convention in 1920, we had 1,802 members
organized in 38 branches and 35 citie

The following year brought a wave of big strikes, especially in the
coal fields and in the textile industry. These strikes resulted in intense
activities on the part of our branches. AAbth very few exceptions, our
branches took a very active part in these strikes

The Detroit Convention, 1929, decided on organizing Youth
Branches. This was a very good step forward, because at the time
of our unification we could present the Youth Section of the I. W. 0.
with 16 active youth branches.

In 1932 the organization sent two delegates to the Soviet Union.
After their return they w7 ere sent on a tour, giving lectures almost in
every branch. The results were fairly 7 good although the influx of new
members wr as not so large, but the tours raised the spirit of the members
and branches, which helped them to hold their own.

. . . Now came the question of unification with the I. AV. O.
. . . Thus the old Slovak AA rorkers Society became one of the

Wrongest sections of the International AAr orkers Order, and it intent
to remain that in the future

‘Prominenls” Mislead Italian Wc
Pages 89-91, inclusive) Although fraternalism arises out of the

economic insecurity of the workers under capitalism, yet the principles
on which most of the mass Italian fraternal organizations are built are
patriotism and religion. That is why we find most of the lodges ami
independent societies bearing names of Italian kings or royal princes

Italian Section.
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such as “Vittorio Emmanuele the First, Second, or Third”, “Prince
Humbert”, or “Duca of Abruzzi”, etc. or bearing religious ones, such
as “St. John’s”, or “St. Mary’s”, etc.

Of course the semi-feudal peasant conditions out of which the
Italian workers came to the United States are not the only reason for
the reactionary principles and practices of the Italian fraternal move-
ment. American bourgeois democracy has added its illusions to these
causes.

.

. . The Italian Section of the International Workers Order came
into existence as the first Italian fraternal organization serving working
class principles.

The first task of the builders of the Italian Section of the Order was
to organize mass propaganda. It was necessary first of all to clarify
the functions of a workers fraternal organization and to educate the
masses of workers to an understanding of their value.

. . . The conference also declared that “L’Unita Operaia,” weekly
paper of the Italian workers in America, had been the best defender
of and an agitator for the principles and aims of the I. W. 0. The
conference decided to adopt “L’Unita Operaia” as its official organ
and it pledged the financial support of the membership to that paper
[a Communist Party newspaper], . . . The enemies of the working
class attacked our active comrades in every way. Priests applied
their principle of brotherly love by thundering against the I. W. O.
from the pulpit.

The Italian Section has carried out its decision of the Second Con-
vention for the support of “L’Unita Operaia.” It has participated
in the campaign to make it a daily Italian paper. The membership
in the branches of the I. W. 0. are the best organized Section of the
mass force behind that paper. On the other hand, “L’Unita Operaia”
itself has lived up to its character as the official organ of our Section.
It has acted as our collective agitator and organizer. With the trans-
formation of “L’Unita Operaia” into a daily, it will become an even
more powerful instrument for the building of the Italian Section of
our Order. . . . They have succeeded already to a degree in breaking
down the wall of prejudice which capitalist propaganda has erected
around the Italian workers in the bourgeois fraternal movement.

Pages 92-94) The organizational life of the Ukrainian immigrants
began at the end of the nineteenth century. As usual with such
groups, it started with churches; church organizations were formed
and various local societies sprang up. These latter were also closeh
tied up with the church

Class consciousness among the Ukrainian immigrants began to make
itself felt already a few years before the World War. The first
dences of this consciousness were shown in its anti-religious movement

Ukrainian Section.
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out of which socialist conceptions and organizations were formed. . . .

The revolution in Russia caused a still greater advent of the masses
into the ranks of the organized workers. The Ukrainian Federation
of the Socialist Party joined with the left wing and was one of the
foreign speaking groups that took part, as a whole, in the formation
of the Communist movement in the United States.

. . . The Ukrainian Section of the I. W. 0. has the perspective of
becoming the mightiest of Ukrainian fraternal organizations. This
brings us to definite tasks; Strengthen our organizational apparatus,
develop cadres [Communist term] of organizational workers who will
enable the organization to achieve its aims, the gathering of the widest
masses of Ukrainian workers, to organize mutual benefits among them,
and to become an important factor in their proletarian education.

The Polish Section is a young but a very important part of our
International Workers Order. The Polish population in the United
States numbers over three and a half million.

Several hundred thousand of them belong to fraternal benefit organ-

izations. Most of these organizations are nationalistic in character.
All of them are connected through their leadership with the capitalist
political machinery.

The masses organized in the ranks of these organizations seemed
to be immune against any idea of proletarian class interest. But the
crisis changed this

Mo matter how much the bourgeois leaders of their organiza-
tions might want to prevent it, the storm of the class struggle is blowini
so high that its noise does penetrate into the secluded privacy of their
lodge rooms. . . . The Polish masses are awakening. .

.
. They are

carrying on a continuous campaign for the circulation of our Polish
workers’ papers, the “Trybuna Robotnicza”. . . . [Communist

(Page 97) The Roumanian workers in the United States were
hit by the crisis together with the whole American working class.
They are being disillusioned like the rest of the American workers.
They learned to know of the emptiness of the promises of the capitalists
and their tools. They are becoming radicalized. As a result of this
they are turning their backs on Roumanian nationalism and are
beginning more and more to orientate themselves toward the workers
movement

Like the bourgeois fraternal movement in general, the Roumanian
fraternal organizations in particular did not organize the workers on
the basis of their needs.

Polish Section.

Roumanian Section.
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. . . But they were told they could join these organizations only
if they joined the church, if they promised to support the church or to
support some other patriotic or nationalistic purpose.

One of the principal factors in the organization of the Roumanian
Section of our Order was the “Roumanian Workers Cultural
Association of America”, and its paper, “Desteptarea”. “Des-
teptarea” is the only workers’ paper published in the Roumanian
Language in the United States. It has been published for the last 21
years. It has been from the very beginning an effective collective
organizer of our Section.

The foreign language paper referred to is published by
the Communist Party, U. S. A.

The first English branch was established in 1932 in
New York City. On page 42 of the history is the fol-
lowing :

. . . The new English branches were small and of an artificial
creation. They were not made up of native-born American workers.
Their membership consisted of foreign-born workers who wanted to
plant the first seed out of which a real American section would sprout
and grow.

. . . Gradually other branches were started in a few other cities.
In most instances the existing Jewishbranches were the base of these
new English branches.

In 1935 the I. W. 0. absorbed the Russian National
Mutual Aid Society. The Russian National Mutual
Aid Society in turn had emerged from the St. Alexander-
Nevsky Brotherhood, under which name it functioned
for five years. On page 100 of the aforementioned his-
tory, referring to the St. Alexander-Nevsky Brotherhood
there appears:

English Section

Many of these workers, seeing the attempts of the priests to keep
out working class ideas and actions, began leaving the organizations
and forming new ones. In many of these new ones priests were
banned from becoming members. .

.
.

Aside from the influence and power of religion over these workers
there was another definite reason for the religious names of these
organizations. It was the fear of repetitions of the infamous Palmer
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raids. Because of the widespread police net which gathered in all
workers who were in any way, even only distantly, connected with the
radical movement, many of these organizations took on religion!
nam

A year later at the Seventh Convention of the R. N. M. A. S,
there was a sharp break. ... A new atmosphere prevailed; new
ideas and opinions were being discussed. Here, although not alto-
gether clearly, the delegates at their own special meeting began adopt-
ing resolutions of working class character, such as the defense of the
Soviet Union and a resolution demanding the recognition of the
Soviet Union

Therefore, in order to strengthen the workers’ fraternal move
ment, the delegates of the Tenth Convention of the R. N. M. A. S.
passed, and a referendum approved the decision to merge with the
International Workers Order.

The Russian National Mutual Aid Society sought
permission to transact business in this Commonwealth.
That was denied in February, 1928, and never has been
granted. Despite this, and in violation of our laws, it
issued charters to units in Massachusetts. The witness
Brodsky testified that the International Workers Order
reinsured the holders of policies illegally issued in Massa-
chusetts :

Q. (Chairman Holmes.) ... Is there any relationship between
the International Workers’ Order and the Russian MutualAid Society?

Mr. Brodsky: Yes. The Russian Mutual Aid Society, up to about
two years ago, was an independent mutual benefit society. They
asked to merge with us a few years ago, and, with the approval of the
insurance department, we did take them over into our order.

Chairman Holmes: The approval of what insurance department?
Mr. Brodsky: Of the home insurance department, which was the

important one. In other words, they took them over.
Chairman Holmes: Did you ever have such permission from the

insurance department of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts?
Mr. Brodsky: If I have to rely on my recollection, I will say I do

not know. I will check up.
Chairman Holmes: It is a fact
Mr. Brodsky: Ido not know
Chairman Holmes : You had

ou never have had that permission?y

ermission from Pennsylvania, didI
you not?

sion from Pennsylvania. Our home
we went into Pennsylvania for the

Mr. Brodsky: We had perml
office was in Pennsylvania, and
purpose of permitting the home office, or home state, to permit these
people to reinsure
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Chairman Holmes: How many Massachusetts branches of the
Russian Mutual Aid did the International Workers’ Order take over?

Mr. Brodsky: I would have to rely on my recollection. We have
a total now of 88 branches, and I would say of those branches there
are not more than eight or ten in the entire state which were Russian
branches. How many were in existence before, I don’t know.

Chairman Holmes; Did you recall charters of the Russian Mutual
Aid issued at the time they merged with your order?

Mr. Brodsky: Their charter?
Chairman Holmes: Yes. Did they not have a charter similar to

this one that you have given us here?
Mr. Brodsky: I don’t think so
Chairman Holmes: What was it required these branches do to

merge with you?
Mr. Brodsky: First, they had a referendum of their membership,

a referendum to give the members of all these branches the alternative
of getting no further benefits from the Russian Mutual Aid Society
or of increasing the benefits in accordance with the Russian Mutual
Aid, and they approved that, as I understand it. They came in.
They have since then surrendered their certificates of membership to
be in good standing in ours. A group comes in to be insured. It is
not a merger. They simply come through that organization.

The Commission reports that charters were issued by
the R. N. M. A. S., and that at least some of them have
never been surrendered.

The official newspaper of the R. N. M. A. S. was, and
still is, “Novy Mir,” issued by the Communist Party
in the Russian language.

According to a chart prepared April 1, 1935, the na-
tional proportions of the various sections of the I. W. 0.
were as follows:

Children
Youth .

Hungarian
Slovak ,

Jewish
English
Ukrainian
Italian .

Polish
Roumanian
Others .
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There is particular energy at the present time to re-
cruit Negroes into the organization.

On October 21, 1937, the following persons comprised
the district committee of International Workers Order in
Massachusetts:

Jean J. Bellefeuille, 59 Bartlett Street, Lowell.
Myer Birnbaum, 29 Fulton Street, Boston.
Ted Bayrack, 59 Phillips Street, Boston.
Politzuk, 59 Phillips Street, Boston.
Loretto Salvucci, 2 O’Neil Place, Brighton.
Visco, 47 Lincoln Road, Newton.
Alex Drozinsky, 23 Wall Street, Boston.
Walter Primak, 8 Sheaf Street, Charlestown.
Apolon, 58 Gardner Street, West Roxbury.
Miskevich, 85 Green Street, Boston.
Izibicki, 406 Columbia Street, Cambridge.
Fred Row'e, 36 Hobart Street, Hingham.
Harold Brackett, 185 North Main Street, Brockton.
A. Levine, 30 Gleason Street, Dorchester.
Shacknov, 93 Corbet Street, Dorchester.
A. Constant, 56 Halworth Street, Roxbury.
Moe Gerber, 55 Lawrence Avenue, Roxbury.
Fred Bradley, 49 Carroll Street, Chelsea.
Harold Lewengrub, 11 Dana Street, Revere.
Seymour Lewengrub, 11 Dana Street, Revere.
Edward Smith, 22 Taft Place, Roslindale.
Louise Castleman, 19 Cottage Street, Chelsea.

Jean Bellefeuille is a Communist, President of said
I. W. O. District, and an official in the United Shoe
Workers of America, a C. I. O. union. The following
letter written by him to Sidney Bloomfield, predecessor
of Philip Frankfeld as head of the Communist Party in
Massachusetts, is indicative of Beliefeuille’s activities:

March 20, 1935.

Deak Sydney; Here is a complete detailed report of the election
of the Lowell District of the U. S. and L. W. Union. This is the
report as it was given last night in the Union hall immediately after
the counting of the ballot.

It does not show advantageously for our slate, but the clippings
taken from Sunday’s “Telegram,” and Tuesday’s “Sun,” both Lowell
newspapers, speak for themselves.
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This in itself does not excuse the poor work done by the Lowell
Unit of the Party. There was much laxity in the distribution of the
leaflets calling the Mass meeting on Sunday.

Monday’s distribution of the program was better, but the dis-
tribution of the ticket on Tuesday was also poor.

Although the election was not supervised by the police, and, inci-
dents it is the first time we have no police at our elections, there was
fear in the hearts of most of our sympathizers at the polls. None
dared consult our ticket, in order to vote properly, and all voted from
memory, making a very poor showing for our slate.

All these remarks are not an apology on my part, but clearly point
out that much work must be done here to eliminate the red scare, or
at least make it inefective. Second, we must challenge the Joint
Council on the power of the workers to call mass meetings to discuss
their problems. Third, we mustexpose the bureaucrats and racketeers
who would prevent us from telling the rank and file how to remedy
their troubles.

Bring these news to the comrades in Boston on the results of the
election and if a meeting is to be held in the near future, notify me
so I may attend.

Comradely,
Jean J. Belleeeuille.

Earlier sections of this report have shown that disrup-
tion in the rank and file by Communists was one of the
strongest factors which brought about the creation of
the C. I. 0.

Brodsky testified:

Q. (Chairman Holmes.) How many Massachusetts branches have
you?

Mr. Brodsky: Eighty-eight.
Chairman Holmes: Where are they situat
Mr. Brodsky: All over the state.
Chairman Holmes: Will you please give us the names of the

members of those branches?
Mr. Brodsky: I will be glad to get those for you.
Chairman Holmes; Have you those here?
Mr. Brodsky: No, I have not
Chairman Holmes: Have you here the names and addresses of

those in charge of those branches?
Mr. Brodsky: No. I will secure those from New York. We

have to complete the roster.
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He later furnished memoranda as to seventy-three of
these branches and the persons in charge thereof, as fol-
lows (the figures refer to the charter numbers):

In Charge of Branches.
English.

D. J. Fraser, 155 Main Street, Brockton, C. C. C.
Louis Cohen, 25 Narragansett Street, Springfield, 595.
Mrs. George Brunelle, 178 Collette Street, New Bedford, 721
S. Lalama, 116 Water Street, Quincy, 733.
Peter Genakos, 4 Wille Avenue, Lowell, 744.
Mrs. Celia P. Salata, 39 Central Street, Peabody, 753.
Fred Bradley, 49 Carroll Street, Chelsea, 761.
M. Klarfeld, 663 Middle Street, Fall River, 762.
Stergois Caragelis, 79 Bay Street, Brockton, 775.
Murry Gerber, 55 Lawrence Avenue, Roxbury, 776.
Aloise Cannie, 178 Water Street, Lawrence, 777.
Nishan Adreaasian, 25 Water Street, Lynn, 823.
Seymour Lewengrub, 11 Dana Street, Revere, 827.
Rose Thall, 161 Allston Street, Allston (Newton), 828.

Italian
L, Salvucci, 2 O’Neil Place, Brighton, 2566.
Gerardo Salvucci, 229 Chapel Street, Newton, 2573.

Jewish.

Sophie Maron, 748 Ash Street, Brockton, 23.
Samuel Brovan, 9 Intervale Street, Roxbury, 28.
S. Fisher, 762 Winthrop Avenue, Revere, 29.
Henry Coblentz, 129 Providence Street, Worcester, 57.
B. Kassner, 32 Nelson Street, Dorchester, 65.
Max Motzkin, 76 Granville Avenue, Malden, 109.
David Swartz, 77 Chambers Street, Boston, 114.
A. Lifshitz, 88 Main Street, Peabody, 157.
I. Abrams, 6 Chavenson Street, Fall River, 168.
D. Gaden, 116 Bellingham Street, Chelsea, 170 (financial secretary)
J. Schwartz, 49 Sagamore Avenue, Winthrop, 174.
L. Stone, 294 Franklin Street, Springfield, 177.
Louis Weiner, 23 Prospect Street, Lynn, 182.
I. Kaplan, 331 Seaver Street, Roxbury, 202.

Lettish.
Arthur Hermanson, 225 Broadway, Cambridge, 4881.
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Polish.

John Kotoski, 81 Light Street, West Lynn, 3520.
A. Radziewilowicz, 22 7th Street, Cambridge, 3529.
B. P. Tlowiecki, 22 Seymour Street, Worcester, 3545.
H. Waselewski, P. 0. Box 252, Medway, 3560.
Mrs. John Bandora, 449 Wood Street, New Bedford, 3584.
J. Belczar, 304 Tinkham Street, New Bedford, 3584 (president).
Helen Gudewicz, 69 Hatch Street, New Bedford, 3584 (financial

secretary).
A. Sadowski, 37Coveil Street, New Bedford, 3584 (recording secretary).
A. Zaleska, 316 Page Boulevard, Springfield, 3585.
Mrs. Caroline Poznick, 118 Ash Street, Chelsea, 3608.
M. Mackos, 60 Adams Street, Easthampton, 3622.
Henrietta Otovic, 10 Shillaber Street, Peabody, 3634.
W. Wordzala, 4 j Highland Park, Roxbury, 3637.
Piotr Dendzilo, 96 Saratoga Street, Lawrence, 3638.
John J. Gorski, 40 Raymond Avenue, Willimansett, 3639.

Russian. 1
E. Avramchuk, 6 Chambers Street Court, Boston 3029.
G. Karpishin, 88 Hawthorn Street, Chelsea, 3030.
Michael Sachnuk, 61 Blossom Street, Lynn, 3031.
J. Kostick, P. O. Box 661, Peabody, 3032.
O. Kisly, 2 Florida Road, Maynard, 3034.
P. Woitovich, P. O. Box 665, Springfield, 3036.
L. Shivilka, 33 Spruce Street, Lawrence, 3042.
A. Bilida, P. O. Box 93, Graniteville, 3055.
T. Hartinovich, 24 Williams Street, Newton Upper Falls, 3092.
P. Kusminchuk, 35 Ayer Street, Haverhill, 3097.
K. Holowka, 5 Chaplin Street, Worcester, 3135.
J. Pateuk, 93 Hale Street, Bridgewater, 3137.
Alex Kishkow, 101 Wachonak Street, Pittsfield, 3154
Alex Krugley, 19 Princeton Street, Medford, 3168.

Ukrainian.
D. Olin, 139 Chambers Street, Boston (district secretary)
A. Shtunduk, 69 Prospect Heights, Milford, 1550.
P. Pastushak, 33 Bromley Park, Jamaica Plain, 1551.
T. Stachow, 183 Spring Street, Fall River, 1580.
K. Yaremko, 15 Bristol Street, Ludlow, 1582.
George Hruniak, 1910 South Street, Bridgewater, 1664.
Antony Popowich, Shaker Village, Southwick, 1671.
J. Nestor, 138 Valley Street, Lawrence, 1672.
Joseph Nychay, 56 Ruskindale Road, Mattapan, 1688.

‘The Russian I. W. O. Hall, 592 Dwight Stre
Springfield Workers School (Communist) in 1930.
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Youth.
Marian Polansky, 9 Hansborough Street, Dorchester, Y-T4B.
Zena Davidzick, 126 Congress Avenue, Chelsea, Y-154.
Mrs. John Boudara, 449 Wood Street, New Bedford, Y-179.
Joseph Schulman, 2 Carlisle Street, Roxbury, Y-185.
Leo Smith, 5 Lord Street, Haverhill, Y-228.
T. Woytovich, Box 665, Springfield, Y-248.
Olga Garski, 37 River Street, Lynn, Y-252.
M. Bleznuk, 1 Union Street, Cambridge, Y-253,

The names of the members of the branches were never
submitted, nor were the names of the remaining fifteen
branches and the names of the persons in charge thereof.
There is evidence of a Karl Marx Branch No. 60 in Mil-
ford, No. 771 at Lawrence, No. 587 at Springfield, and
a Polish Branch at 80 Leverett Street, Boston. As of
December 31, 1936, there were fourteen hundred and
ninety-one branches in the United States. Sixty-eight
of those branches were in Massachusetts. During the
year 1937 twenty additional branches were established
in this Commonwealth.

The total membership in the Commonwealth on De-
cember 1, 1937, was approximately 5,000. Intensive re-
cruiting is in progress. In “The New Order” (official
organ of I. W. O.) for March, 1937, there is set the goal
of adding 118,000 members throughout the country dur-
ing 1937.

From “The New Order,” August, 1937, page 6

.
.

. let’s look at the figures. From January to July 1, 1937 our
Order added 8,149 members to its ranks, raising our total membership
from 127,332 on January 1, to 135,481 on July 1. In percentage this
gain represents 6.4 per cent.

During this period what happened to our English speaking branches.
We began the year with 13,504 members in 297 branches. By July
Iwe had 15,006 members and 315 branches. This represents a gain
of 1,502 members or 11.1 per cent over our membership of January 1.

The gain of 1,502 members in our English speaking branches ac-
counted for 18.4 per cent of the total growth of 8,149 for the entire
Order.



1938.] HOUSE No. 2100. 375

From “The New Order,” April, 1937, page 16:
Who Will Eat the Supper in Springfield.' According to branch 595

in Springfield, Massachusetts, some of their members are in for a
big feast by June 1. They have elected two teams to compete for
new members until the end of May. The losing team must buy the
winners a supper.

On October 16, 1937, a meeting was held at 10 Grant
Street, Framingham, to take advantage of what Fred
Bradley, Boston District I. W. O. official (living in Chel-
sea), wrote Brother Shtunduk, Secretary of Branch No.
1550, Milford, were “favorable conditions for organizing
a branch there.”

. . . There is a group of seventy Italian and Spanish people there
who belong to a dramatic club. . . . Many of them I am sure will
join

There was also started in the latter part of 1937 a
Finnish Section and a Serbian Section. According to
“The New Order” for November, 1937, page 6:

With the new addition our society has now 11 national groups within
its fold including the Polish, Russian, Italian, Spanish, Hungarian,

lovak, and others, aside from the English Department
... By bringing these unorganized Serbian people in the I. W. 0.

they will become part of the unorganized progressive forces of America,
fighting for peace and democracy; they will, through education
carried on in the I. W. O. learn the need of unionism. .

. .

In the recruiting drive of 1936, the Massachusetts
quota was 1,150, of whom 1,029 were obtained. (“The
New Order,” February, 1937, page 6.)

Speaking at Camp Unity, Franklin, on August 8, 1937,
before an I. W. O. mass meeting numbering several
thousand persons, Philip Frankfeld, District Secretary
of the Communist Party, said; “We have 5,000 mem-
bers and 130,000 sympathizers in Massachusetts.” When
Frankfeld was questioned by the Commission concerning
this statement he said that he was referring to the I. W. O.
rather than to the Communist Party. He testified he
was not a member of International Workers Order.
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As hereinbefore pointed out, the directing forces of
the national office of I. W. 0. are Communists and Com-
munist supporters. The same is true of local offices in
this State. The structure of the International Workers
Order was built upon support of the Soviet Union and
Communist objectives.

In every instance the newspapers published by the
Communist Party in foreign languages are the official
newspapers of the sections of the International Workers
Order. The “Daily Worker” is the official organ of the
English Section. Within the pages of these Communist
newspapers activities of the International Workers Order
receive prominent coverage. Likewise in the financial
campaigns of the Communist Press the I. W. 0. is as-
signed its quotas.

From the back cover of “The New Order” for Novem-
ber, 1937:

An Appeal.
Two months ago we issued an appeal to aid the Daily Worker with

funds and in its campaign to establish two more papers in Chicago and
San Francisco. Your response to this appeal has shown that you
agree with us that the “Daily Worker” “is the people’s Champion
of Liberty, Progress, and Prosperity” and that it has rendered in-
valuable service to our Order, by aiding our growth through its news-
paper columns. You have undoubtedly received a copy of the special
two-page I. W. 0. supplement issued by the “Daily Worker.” In it
you were able to obtain a small picture of the attention the “Daily
Worker” gives to I. W. O. News. Now we ask that you redouble
your efforts in the campaign. Contribute and collect, help the
PAPER THAT HELPS US.

The Committee of I. W. 0. Members to Aid “Daily Worker,
Max Bbdacht. Tony Gerlach.
Dave Greene. Emanuel Levin.
Sam Pevzner. F. Rychynsky.
Rubin Saltzman. N. Shaffer.
Peter Shipka. Louise Thompson
Jerry Trauber. William Weiner,

From “Daily Worker,” November 6, 1937;

the I. W. 0. contributions are coming in fast.
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The allegiance of the I. W. O. to the Soviet Union
and its defence and support of that country and of the
Stalin regime is manifest throughout its publications.
Issues of “The New Order” demonstrate this militant
policy. In that of February, 1937, page 3:

Regardless of how the capitalist-owned press squirms, distorts, lies,
colors, and perverts, it cannot cover up the guilt of Leon Trotsky and
his cohorts on trial in Moscow for the monstrous plot aimed to destroy
the U. S. S. R.

Success of these plans 'would have meant not only the destruction
of socialism in Russia, but also would have been a serious blow to the
forces of democracy and peace the world over.

Trotskyism today stands exposed for what it really is; an agent of
fascism in the ranks of the working class. The progressive forces of
the world must be on their guard against fascism and its Trotskyist
agents.

In issue of June, 1937, page 23
Soviet Composers will send Compositions to I. W. 0. Group.

The Union of Soviet composers in a letter to Brother Korenman,
conductor of the New York I. W. 0. Symphony Orchestra have vol-
unteered to supply the orchestra with newly composed Soviet music.

The offer was in reply to a letter by Brother Korenman for com-
positions. The Soviet Composers wrote that they “consider it our
duty to help your orchestra with newly composed music, this way
making the brotherly tie with the New York Proletariat closer.”

In issue of July, 1937, page 14

Greetings from 1. W. 0.
Max Bedacht, General Secretary, sent the following greeting for

the National Executive Committee to Commander Valery Chkalov;
“In the name of 137,000 members of the International Workers

Order we extend to you and your companions our heartiest fraternal
greetings on the achievement of your successful flight from the
U. S. S. R. to the United States. We hail this great accomplishment
as a marvelous triumph, another great victory for the powerful,
united workers’ democracy of the Soviet Union. .

.

In the October, 1937, issue, page 12, is a picture of a
girl with the following caption: “This Armenian girl is
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happy because she feels the future is bright and secure
in the Soviet Union.”

In the issue of November, 1937, page 3
The Soviet Union After Twenty Year

It is a fitting coincidence that the 20th Anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Soviet Union should occur in the same month that the
people of the world celebrate the end of the world war and express
their desire for peace. For the Soviet Union, from a country of wars
and aggression when ruled by the czar, has become the land of peace
within its borders, and an influence for peace throughout the world.

During these twenty years, Russia which was on the lowest eco-
nomic scale, with people among the poorest on earth, has become not
only a giant among nations but the highest example of a secure and
happy life for those who produce. In a period when fascism and
reaction sweeps the world the Soviet Union has instituted the most
democratic constitution yet created.

The I. W. 0., dedicated to a program of security and progress and
observing during November a “month for peace and democracy,”
hails the twentieth anniversary of the Soviet Union as an inspiration
to all those striving for social security and peaceful existence.

In July, 1937, the International Workers Order pre-
pared to do honor to one of the members of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, U. S. A.

From “The New Order,” July, 1937, page 15
America’s Mother

(By Louise Thompson.)

On July 18 all of progressive America will honor the most outstand-
ing woman leader in our country Ella Reeve Bloor. It will be the
occasion of her 75th birthday and a recognition of her fifty years of
tireless service to the cause of the common people of our country.

During the war Mother Bloor worked unceasingly, raising thousands
of dollars to aid Eugene V. Debs, Earl Browder, and many others
jailed for their anti-war activities. She organized thousands of muni-
tion workers into the American Federation of Labor and led their
strikes in the face of the greatest war hysteria.

. .

. The members of the International Workers Order will be
among the tens of thousands who will send greetings and pay per-
sonal tribute to Mother Bloor at Grant City Park, Staten Island, on
July 18. Our Junior Section is planning a special program to honor
her on that day. But the greatest honor we can pay this great woman
is our pledge to build our own organization into a more powerful force
for workers’ rights and security. .

.

.
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From the issue of August, 1937, we learn that record-
ings of songs which are essentially Communist songs and
printed in the Communist Party song books are featured:

Union Songs on Records.
(Page 15) The songs that most of us have sung at meetings, on

picket lines, or on parade have been put into records by Timely Records
Company. Sung by Mordecai Bauman, baritone, and the Manhattan
Chorus directed by Elie Siegmeister, the songs, which include such
favorites as “On the Picket Line”, “Hold the Fort”, “Solidarity
Forever”, sound fresh and new. Other numbers include “The Inter-
nationale”, “Forward We’ve Not Forgotten”, “United Front”, and
“Rise Up”. The records which sell for 75 cents are available at
I. W. 0. Bookshops in New York or at Workers Book-Shops in other
cities.

In the same issue, page 5
Our own Congress, through the connivance of reactionary, pre-

war forces in the United States, put an embargo on Spain in the name
of neutrality, permitting, however, the shipment of war supplies to
Italy and Germany which find their way on the side of the fascists.

. . . What the reactionary forces of America have in store for us
in a coming war is seen in the Sheppard-Hill Bill, or the War Mobili-
zation Bill, which would conscript the entire nation and abolish all
liberties.

. . . But during these 23 years there has developed one great nation
of peace, the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics; and a big and more
alert army of peace among the people of the world, who have learned
well the bitter lessons of 1914.

Until his transfer to New York as Educational Direc-
tor of the International Workers Order, Emanuel Levin
was a Communist functionary in charge of the Progres-
sive Labor School in Boston. In “The New Order” for
November, 1937, we find his article supporting another
Communist organization:

(Page 4) It is during this month, on November 26-28, that the
Fourth National Congress of the American League Against War
and Fascism, for Peace and Democracy will be held in Pittsburgh.

We are confident that our Order, which is affiliated to the American
League Against War and Fascism, and our membership will fully
support this congress.

The congress, expressing the sincere and determined desire of all
democratic and peace-loving people and organizations in our country,
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will strive to further develop the powerful mass sentiment for collec-
tive action against the aggressor nations. This sentiment will further
influence the President of the United States and also the special
session of Congress so that collective action against the aggressor will
become our official national policy.

The issue of July, 1937, indicates the alliance between
I. W. O. and the Communist Party’s defence group, In-
ternational Labor Defense:

(Page 8) The I. W. 0. was represented at a three-day conference
of the InternationalLabor Defense held in Washington, D. C. June
19 to 21. Thirteen well-known national organizations participated
to make it one of the most valuable conferences held in the recent
period to extend the battle for civil liberties. Included were the
American Civil Liberties Union, the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, and the International Juridical
Association.

In the section of its five-year history, entitled “Trade
Unions, and Mutual Benefits,” credit for preparation
of both the factual material therein and some of the
contents was given to the Labor Research Association.
This Research Association is one of the creations of the
Communist Party and was founded by Robert W. Dunn,
a prominent Communist. A paragraph from this article
follows:

(Page 80) Trade unions are the original class struggle organiza-
tions of the workers. It is true that the leadership of the A. F. of L.
has ever rejected the very idea of the existence of a class struggle.
That organization has always vociferously condemned any practice
of class struggle on the part of the workers.

In speaking of the recruiting drive for the Youth Sec-
tion, Dave Greene, so called, wrote (from the above-
named history):

(Page 48) The Convention decision calling for a membership
drive to culminate in the sending of a delegation from the winning
branches to the May first Celebration in the Soviet Union, spurred
our Youth Section on.
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, . . Comrade Sam Miller of Branch 428 in Los Angeles was the
delegate from the Youth Section to the Soviet Union. Sam Miller
on his return made an extensive tour of the youth branches nationally.
His tour familiarized our membership and hundreds of their friends
with the work of building socialism in the U. S. S. R.; it mobilized them
at the same time for the defense of the Soviet Union. It also acquainted
them with the proletarian character of our Order.

Aims and Purposes.

The aims and objectives of the International Workers
Order are made apparent throughout their publications
which are quoted in this section of the report. Without
exception, the entire program of the Communist Party
and of its fringe organizations is followed by the I. W. O.
With the Communist Party it shares: Hatred of reli-
gion, hatred of American patriotism, building defence
of the Soviet Union, the war against capitalism, and the
campaign to involve all American workers in a class
struggle for power.

From “The First Five Years of International Workers
Order,” May, 1935;

Fralernalism
(By Max Bedacht.)

(Page 26) . . . The church as a social institutionserves the purpose
of giving physical help to the exploitation of the workers. . . . They
do not help the workers to meet the emergencies of their economic
insecurity; instead they help the capitalists to maintain this insecurity.

The patriotic Orders similarly sail under a false flag. They do not
purpose to serve the mutual aid needs of the workers.

The worker who is not at all desirous to be active in, or contribute
to, a nationalistic organization, joins the “Order of the Loyal Chil-
dren of Flagmania.” He joins because he wants to secure mutual
help for himself and his family. He is usually totally unaware that
by doing this he contributes financially and subjects himself ideologi-
cally to the chauvinist nationalist propaganda about the “glorious
country of Flagmania” with its fascist-capitalist system of economy
and politics.".

.
.

(Page 28) An organization that wants to help the workers in
their efforts to secure their families’ existence cannot serve workers
and capitalists. As it serves the one of these two classes, it must of
necessity fight against the other.
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. . . There is no compromise possible on a midway point where
both interests meet. . . . The only compromise possible is at a
point beyond which the force of either side is insufficient to push the
other. Such a compromise, however, cannot be peace class peace.
. . . All advances the workers make in their working conditions are
only made through the increase of the strength of their fighting
organizations.

(Page 71) The sharpening of the class struggle is evident. The
radicalization of the working masses is undeniable. In this situation
the workers become conscious of a much greater variety of their
problems than they were able to see before. A workers’ organization,
no matter what its particular functions may be, must, under these
circumstances, carry on much more intense activities.

(Page 72) The greatest problem of the capitalists is to keep the
workers from becoming active on behalf of themselves. . .

. This
they accomplish by teaching the workers that their fate is in the hands
of a God and of other forces outside of themselves.

. . . They know that it is of decisive importance that they should
guide this youth in its first steps into the capitalist world. As long as

. . . the capitalists guide it, they have a chance to direct the march
of this youth toward fascism. If, on the other hand, the workers
guide through their class struggle organizations, then there is a cer-
tainty that the march of the proletarian youth will be directed toward
the battlefields of the struggles against capitalist exploitation and
misery.

From “The New Order,” March, 1937, page 2

Slabbing Democracy.

One of the most outrageous, the most callous and brutal bills ever
attempted on the American people . . . the Mcßeynolds bill making
it a crime to solicit or collect or receive funds to help the Spanish
loyalists.

. . . Every sense of decency, of humanity is outraged by this piece
of fascist-made villainy.

Members of the I. W. O. reading this we know you share in this
indignation. Let your cry of protest be heard in Washington. Write
personal letters, send telegrams, from your branch, solicit protests
from organizations in your neighborhood and town. Act at once!

We have seen that the Communist Party has attempted
to assume the cloak of Americanism. Likewise the
I. W. 0.

From “First Five Years of International Workers
Order” page 41:
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Americanizing Our Order.
(By Sadie Doran, so called

The growth of our Order into the dominant proletarian fraternal
organization in America will depend upon its ability to build its
English Section into the most powerful mass section of its organization.
It is through the medium of the English Section alone that we can
spread the principles of our Order among nine-tenths of the American
working class population. It is through the medium of the English
Section alone that we can win over for proletarian fraternalism the
millions of the most oppressed section of the American population,
the Negro masses. It is only through the medium of the English
Section that we can really win and activize the broad masses of Amer-
ican working youth.

. . . Our branches (English) although young, have already been
involved in active support of working class struggles. Some of the
larger branches have participated in the election campaign, campaigns
to support the “Daily Worker,” and various local activities in their
respective cities.

Since the publication of the above-named book in
which it is admitted that the “English” branches were
of “artificial creation,” and in reality were made up of
members taken out of the Language Sections for their
ability to speak English, and formed into an English
Section, no such admission has again been made. In-
stead, at the present time their publications claim their
English Section is the dominant part of I. W. 0. The
facts indicate otherwise. More about “Americanism” in
“The New Order,” June, 1937, page 14:

Americanism —■ But What Kindi
(By William Weiner, President of I. W. 0.)

With the whole country in ferment and with big progressive move-
ments sweeping the land, our Order has the task of growing to meet
the present situation in the United States. In this connection some
of our brothers .

.
. have put forth some mistaken conceptions as to

what constitutes the “Americanization” of the International Workers
Order.
... We can win the native Americans . . . with a progressive

program which will show them that membership in the International
Workers Order makes for better security and helps build a fighting
organization against those forces which seek to trample liberty and
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democracy beneath the iron heel of fascist dictatorship. The whole
future progress of the I. W. 0. is linked up in the most intimate way
with that of the progressive labor movement and the progressive anti-
fascist movements, generally, which are growing and developing in our
country.

From “The New Order,” July, 1937, page 13:
It is the working people, the farmers, the C. I. 0. and all the pro-

gressive and democratic people of the United States of which the
I. W. 0. is part, which hold high the banner raised by Jefferson and
Washington.

Fulfilling the words of the Declaration of Independence with the
needs of today they inscribe on this banner: “The United People’s
Front Against War and Fascism; for Peace, Freedom, and Prosperity.”

From “The New Order September, 1937, page 1:
However, only immediate collective action by those nations desiring

peace will save us from a long, bitter and cruel -war. The non-aggres-
sion pact between the National Government of China and the Soviet
Union is the first step in this direction.

From “The New Order, October, 1937

(Page 5) ... “The membership figures of the Order,” Bedacht
said, “tell us first that the Order has a tremendouscapacity for attract-
ing masses. This is a most welcome thing that we as class-conscious
and progressive workers see in a labor organization.”

(Page 6)
... Brother Bedacht also called for the union of all

progressive organizations to force the State Department at Washington
to bring to an end their farcical “neutrality” policy a policy that
works in favor of the fascists.

Labor.

Publications and correspondence of the International
Workers Order explain its role in the radicalization of
labor with little need for added comment.

From “The New Order,” April, 1937:
(Page 3) ... We have a big job to do in 1937. We want to

extend our influence and activity in the American labor movement, . .

... If reactionaries don’t like the sit-downs so much the better.
It shows that labor is putting the heat where it burns the most.
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The sit-down is labors new wonderful method of standing up for it
rights

(Page 4)
... As I marched with my I. W. 0. brothers and

sisters on either side of me, shouting slogans and singing our songs,
in my mind’s eye, I saw ourselves as part of all the picket lines all
over the country that the I. W. O’ers have helped to swell. I saw we
were one brigade in the ever-growing I. W. 0. battalion in the army of
labor in the United States. . .

.

From “The New Order,” May, 1937:

Boston District President Works ivith C. I. 0.
Another instance of how closely the Order is becoming integrated

with the labor movement and the part it is playing in the union cam-
paigns comes from Massachusetts.

J. J. Bellefeuille, who is president of the District Committee of the
I. W. 0. in the Boston district and organizer of Branch 744 in Lowell,
is also President of Local 38 of the United Shoe Workers of America
in Lowell.

Always an active trade unionist, in the last few months he has out-
done himself in aiding the campaign of the Shoe Workers Organizing
Committee of the C. I. 0. . . .

Organize Fraternal Conference in Brockton.
In Brockton, Mass., Branch 775, together with the language branches,

initiated a Fraternal Conference in March to which came delegates
from seven fraternal organizations with a membership of 1,200. A
Fraternal Orders Committee was formed to aid in rallying public
support for the C. I. O. drive and for progressive social legislation.
The Committee will carry on educational activity among the fraternal
orders and the “stay-at-home” union members. Brockton is a shoe
center. A larger conference was arranged for April, to which Powers
Hapgood or another C. I. 0. leader in New England wall come. . . .

The Trade Union Unity League, now extinct, was the
federation of unions organized and controlled by the
Communist Party of the United States, and in the follow-
ing excerpt reference is made to the Communist Textile
Industrial Union which was part of the T. U. U. L.
Federation.

From “The New Order,” July, 1937, page 4



HOUSE No. 2100. [June386

Labor’s Showdown.
(By John Stark, Labor Journalist.)

It is important, therefore, for every I. W. 0. member to not only give
unqualified support to the building of the C. I. 0. but to understand
the background of the movement in brief, what forces gave rise to
the gigantic C. I. 0. Movement.

In textile, the old left-wing shed its blood and carried through such
historic struggles as those in Gastonia, New Bedford, and elsewhere,
training organizers and textile workers many of whom today are
the driving spirit of the C. I. 0. in that industry.

One can hardly consider any basic industry in the country without
finding that the left-wing unions, all affiliated to the now deceased
Trade UnionUnity League, were active for many years in preparing the
field for today’s struggles led by the C. I. 0.

In short the militant labor movement did not start in 1935 or
1936!

A prominent progressive labor leader remarked recently: “The old
T. U. U. L. had the ‘heart.’ The C. I. 0. supplied the ‘muscle.’”

A letter of March 30, 1937, from A. Levine, Cultural
Director, and I. Nahamkin, Secretary (Boston), to New
England C. I. 0., 864 Washington Street, Boston:

The International Workers Order . . . numbering over sixty
branches, in which there are 90 per cent workers and trade unionists,
feels that we can be of considerable help in your drive in Textile, Shoe,
and other industries in New England ... to have one of our repre-
sentatives call upon you to arrange a series of lectures to be carried
in the branches of the International Workers Order by the C. I. 0.
representatives.

From “The New Order,” April, 1937:
Growing with Labor.

At no time since the day our Order began has the I. W. 0. been so
closely connected with the American labor movement as it is today.
Leaders of labor recognize our Order as a valuable supporter of the
workers’ struggles worthy of the recognition and respect of labor.
This was shown at the conclusion of our last membership drive when a
number of progressive labor leaders sent us congratulations on our
success. The letter of Van A. Bittner, Regional Director of the Steel
Workers Organizing Committee of the C. I. 0. and District Secre-
tary of the United Mine Workers of America is typical. He stated:
“I commend your organization for the fine spirit of cooperation ex-
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tended to the Steel Workers Organizing Committee and other trade
unions. I am also glad to learn of the splendid increase in your or-
ganization.”

VanBittner’s opinion is undoubtedly shared by thousands of workers
who have witnessed the cooperation the C. I. 0. leader refers to.

. . . The very basis of this growth will tremendously strengthen
the I. W. 0. and the labor and progressive movement. It will make
stronger the fight against reaction and war, it will increase the possi-
bilities for a Farmer Labor Party.

A letter from A. Eleff (in charge of Boston office) to
Max Bedacht, General Secretary, May 12, 1937:

From the enclosed information, you can judge what our district
has done to help the strikers in Maine and at the same time bring to
the forefront the face of our organization. We have established a few
contacts with the strikers so as to enable us in the near future to
organize a branch of the I. W. 0. in Lewiston. .

.

.

A letter from A. Eleff to E. J. Fraser, 49 Chester Street,
Brockton, June 11, 1937:

. . . We must begin at once to carry out the plan to work. ... I
wrote a very enthusiastic letter to Sister Louise Thompson, National
Secretary of the English Section, about . . . the possibilities of the
growth of the I. W. 0. among the shoe workers in Brockton. . . .

A letter from Louise Thompson (national office) to
A. Eleff, Boston, June 23, 1937:

In making plans for future work I should like to have your opinion
as to what we can do to link up with the union drive in textile. Also,
if you have any plans for utilizing the favorable situation we are in
among shoe -workers. Thirdly I should like to have the district give
some thought on penetration of the Negro workers. ... I suggest
that one way to begin would be to form some acquaintances among
some Negroes who have influence. ... If there are any Negro trade
unionists in Boston, certainly this would be the most excellent be-
ginning. Otherwise, you might find out who are some of the most
progressive ministers and . . . explain our plan.

A letter from A. Eleff to George Powers, New York
office, July 17, 1937:
I am trying to arrange conferences in three textile centers and to

engage the I. W. 0. in the textile drive. The first conference will take
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place in Lawrence and will take in Lowell and Haverhill. Another
conference will be held in Fall River and will take in New Bedford and
Providence. The third conference will be held in Worcester.

From “The New Order August, 1937:
(Page 6)

... The C. 1. 0. has built up a membership of more
than 3,000,000. Our Order has won the appreciation of C. I. O.
leaders both locally and nationally for our part in this great movement.

Shoe Strikers Thank Boston District.
(Page 8) James Mitchell, treasurer of the Shoe Workers Organis-

ing Committee in a letter to Brother A. Eleff, secretary of the New
England District of the Order, thanked the membership for their aid
to shoe strikers in Maine. The Boston district sent funds and a truck-
load of food.

A letter from A. Eleff to Murry Gerber, 55 Lawrence
Avenue, Roxbury, August 17, 1937;

We are sending you enclosed card with the address of a new can-
didate for the I. W. O. . . . I -want to emphasize that the candidate
is a Negro worker and it is of the utmost importance that he should
immediately be examined and made a member of our organization.

. .
.

Send a committee and have him taken into your branch (776)

From “The New Order,” September, 1937
(Page 8) The events of the past year, the upsurge of labor, the

.successful campaign of the C. I. O. has won Labor Day back to its
original purpose and tradition. With May Day, it now becomes a
iecond great holiday during the year when labor can demonstrate its
itrength and accomplishments.

Miscellaneous Activities in the Commonwealth.

In some localities branches of the I. W. O. publish
their own local news organ. The April 1, 1937, issue of
the Brockton I. W. O. Bulletin records the following
activities:

Branches No. 23 (Jewish), No. 775 (English), and
No. 3137 (Russian) have their combined headquarters at
155 Main Street, occupying rooms numbered 300 and 301.

These branches, together with the Lithuanian Workers
Literature Association (Branch 6), the Polish White



1938.] HOUSE —No. 2100. 389

Eagles, St. Rocco’s Society, 1 and the Montello branch
of the International Labor Defense, formed a fraternal
orders committee to support the C. I. O. drive and for
social legislation. The first meeting was held Sunday,
March 14th. Calls were sent out to 35 additional fra-
ternal bodies in Brockton, to participate in a conference
on April 11th.

To initiate the formation of a Youth Branch all I. W. 0.
members and friends were urged to see that all young
people of high school age were brought out to a Youth
Social to be held at headquarters on April 20. Junior
High and other groups were to be contacted later.

A capacity audience at the Lithuanian National Hall,
corner of North Main and Vine streets, Montello, on
March 12, saw the Russian motion picture “The Song
of Happiness:”

The Soviet system of punishment ... is designed to really “re-
form” them, instead of making them life-long lawbreakers as so often
results in other countries. ... At the end of the film we see the two
young people . . . facing happily together a life of joyful labor in the
country run by and for the workers.

The United Lithuanian organizations gave a supper
and entertainment at National Hall on Sunday, February
21, to raise money for the financial drive of the “Daily
Worker.” Another banquet was planned for April 3, in
the Lithuanian National Hall, to raise money for aid to
the Spanish Loyalists.

New officers of said Branch No. 775 in Brockton in-
cluded Steve Caros, Financial Secretary; Frank Wood-
bury, Organizer; Harold Brackett, delegate to the
English Sub-Commission; Albert Oddie, third delegate
to the City Committee; Ed Fraser, cultural director;
Nate Kaplan, Ann Silverman and George Woodbury,
trustees.

“Dr. Pavlo” of Boston was to give an illustrated
lecture on Soviet Russia before Branch No. 3137.

‘The Lithuan:
ber 16, 1935, char

Club, Inc.,
36, to Lithu:
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Branch No. 23 had raised $5O for the “Jewish Morning
Freiheit” (Communist newspaper).

From Minutes of the District Committee, May 2, 1937;

. . . There will be a reception for Brother Eleff, Sunday, May 9,
1937 at I.W.O. Community Center, 42Wenonah Street, Roxbury.

. .

.

(This is the address also given by Phil Frankfeld in his
testimony before the Commission as being one of the
meeting places of the Communist Party’s organizations
in Boston.)

To continue from Minutes of the District Committee

. . . series of lectures on Trotskyism, Soviet Constitution, etc.
were planned.

The campaign of the “Novy Mir” is now being conducted.

The Communist newspaper “Novy Mir” is the official
newspaper for the Russian section of the International
Workers Order.

On September 29, 1937, a circular letter was sent to
all Branches, by Jean Bellefeuille, President, and S.
Goldfarb, Acting District Secretary:

IV Membership Campaign
You are surely aware of the fact that we are in the midst of one

of the greatest recruiting drives that the Order has undertaken. Our
past communications set a quota of 2% per week for recruiting in
branches.

Envelopes containing petty cash slips for the New
England District were submitted covering the period
from May through September, 1937. From these some
of the following facts appear:

An interchange of office facilities between the Inter-
national Workers Order, the “Jewish Morning Freiheit,”
(Communist newspaper) and the International Labor
Defense (Communist defence group).

The district secretary attended a Plenum (a Commu-
nist term) of the Jewish Section at Camp Unity, Frank-
lin, Massachusetts, on August 1, 1937.
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The sum of $37 for music for the I. W. O. outing at
Camp Unity was paid to Albert A. Mallinger. Mal-
linger, a Communist, was one of the organizers working
in Jessica Henderson’s office at 11 Beacon Street in the
formation of the American League Against War and
Fascism, and he has long been active in Communist
Party assignments.

Boston headquarters of Camp Unity, Franklin, was
listed as at the same address as the I. W. O. The tele-
phone numbers listed were those of I. W. O. and the
“Jewish Morning Freiheit.”

A payment on May 7 to F. Gilbert (party name of
Frank Asher), treasurer of the Communist Party, for
May Day expenses.

May 17 return of a loan to the manager of the “Jew-
ish Morning Freiheit.”

Despite repeated statements in the “Daily Worker”
that no official in the International Workers Order re-
ceives more than $25 per week, the secretary of the
Boston office, A. Eloff, received $3O and $35 per week,
plus regular payments marked “exchange.” Other pay-
ments were made as follows:

To the Century Press, Leverett Street, Boston, where
much of the Communist printing as well as that of other
allied and fringe organizations is done.

To Phil Frankfeld, District Organizer of the Commu-
nist Party, for Spanish Leftists, $4O.

To “Daily Worker,” central organ of the Communist
Party, for an advertisement of outing.

To “Morning Freiheit” for advertisement of outing.
To “Ukrainian Daily News” and “Novy Mir,” both

Communist newspapers, for advertisements of outing.
To Drs. Aaron Feldman, Harry Boxer, Miriam Undin,

Carl Glazer, Harris S. Roiff, Harry Chaimson, and Sha-
piro. Dr. Chaimson’s name also appears elsewhere in
this report.

M. Sachnuk, P. O. Box 229, Peabody, Secretary of
Russian Branch No. 3032, wrote Eloff on June 16, 1937,
that his branch had arranged to hold a picnic with “six



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June392

Salem and Peabody Russian church organizations.”
Considering the antipathy of the I. W. O. towards the
Russian church and clergy, it may be inferred that this
co-operation follows the United Front tactic of the Com-
munist Party in seeking to penetrate religious groups.

George E. Powers of the New York office wrote to
Fred Bradley, Boston, on July 7, 1937, that entertain-
ments for the second annual outing of I. W. 0. at Camp
Unity, Franklin, August 8, 1937, must be of a revolu-
tionary tinge:

... I suggest that you contact some of our people who are in the
line of entertainment, etc., . . . Possibly the ones you could get
might not be left wingers, etc., but if you could through certain con-
nections reach some members of the W. P. A. who could put on a skit
for you .

. .
Murry Gerber could give you the address of Charles

Lapato, who does art work in connection with the W. P. A. theatre,
and therefore could make contacts with some of the actors. . .

.

Advertising for the I. W. O. outing at Camp Unity,
Franklin, on Saturday and Sunday, August 7 and 8, 1937,
appeared in the various Communist newspapers and by
printed cards. The Communist functionary, Mallinger,
was in charge of arrangements.

On July 15, 1937, A. Eleff wrote to Powers Hapgood,
United Shoe Workers of America, 683 Atlantic Avenue,
Boston:

I understand that Mr. Mallinger has invited you, in the name of the
District Committee [to speak at the outing at Camp Unity],

Apparently Ffapgood was not available. “The New
Order” for August, 1937, said:

(Page 22) Mary Donovan Hapgood, sub-regional director, Textile
Workers Organizing Committee of the C. I. O. and wife of Powers
Hapgood, will be the guest speaker.

Most of the rallying points for the outing are familiar
Communist addresses:

Buses leave Sunday 10 a.m. from 42 Wenonah Street, Roxbury;
74 Wildwood and 101 Erie Streets, Dorchester; ChelseaLabor Lyceum,
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453 Broadway. Chelsea; 231 Summer Street, Lynn; and Shirley
Avenue, corner Walnut Street, Revere.

In the issue of September
page 16, reported the outing,

1937, “The New Order”
as follows:

New England Outi ,g Attracts 4,00C
At least 4,000 I. W. O. member and friends attended the highl

successful annual outing of the New England District at Camp Unity
on August 8. The outstanding events in a day which included swim-
ming, baseball and games was a concert featuring first class artists and
a mass meeting addressed by C. I. O. speakers.

Louis Guilmet, New England Field Representative and Harry
Turvin, National Representative of the C. I. O. emphasized the great
role the I. W. O. plays in helping the committee organize the millions
of unorganized American workers. Brother Guilmet conveyed the
appreciation of the New England C. I. O. to the New England District
of the I. W. 0. for the assistance given the striking shoe workers of
Maine and the textile strikers of Rhode Island. Other speakers were:
Jean Bellefeuille, President of the I. W. O. New England District
Committee, Brother A. Eleff District Secretary and Phil Frankfeld,
representing the Communist Party.

(This was the occasion when Frankfeld stated that
the I. W. O. had in this Commonwealth 130,000 sym-
pathizers.)

Recruiting for all branches is a major activity. Quotas
have been set at 2 per cent per month; for example, in
New Bedford, from “The New Order,” November, 1937,
page 18:

New Bedford Branch on the Mov
Branch 721, New Bedford, Mass., is a new branch but already it

reports activities that point to its becoming one of the leading branches
in the New England territory very shortly. On November 7 they are
launching a drive for new members with a mass meeting. On Novem-
ber 13 they are having a raffle and dance.

The Youth branch Y-179 is being merged with the adult branch
in a move to strengthen both branches. We look to seeing a large
number of new members recruited into the branch through these
efforts.

From the minutes of a meeting of the enlarged Dis-
trict Committee, held Saturday, October 9, 1937, at 88
Hawthorne Street, Chelsea:



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June394

1. John Burton Teeling, bearing the Communist Party name of
Timothy Burr, and district secretary of International Labor Defense
(Communist), proposed that the I. W. O. branches affiliate with his
organization.

2. Brother Kaplan of the Fall River branch (English) reported
that there was a good opportunity to build a branch there with a
Portuguese organization.

3. Brother Bedacht, National General Secretary, stated that they
must make every effort to Americanize the International Workers
Order.

Spain

Like the American League for Peace and Democracy,
of which it is one of the largest affiliates, the International
Workers Order sets “peace” in its program. At the
same time, like the first-named organization and other
Communist satellite groups, the I. W. 0. program for
“peace ” does not include any idea of neutrality. I. W. 0.
definitely takes sides. As a matter of fact, the Com-
munist program of “peace” is synonymous with their
slogan, “depend the soviet union.”

The I. W. O. energetically aids the Leftist Spanish
armies. This aid has not been limited solely to such
humane purposes as medical supplies and ambulances.
Nor has it been extended to relieve the suffering of
innocent people in the nationalist territory of Spain.

Although it is legally a fraternal benefit organization,
licensed to collect money for insurance of its members,
Max Bedacht, the General Secretary of the I. W. 0., bids
all branches to dip into the treasury to finance a hospital
ambulance for Leftist Spain (Circular letter from Bedacht
to all Branches, April 16, 1937):

Your past contributions to the cause of democracy in Spain have
been transmittedby us through the Dubinsky Committee and through
the North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. . . •

This mobile hospital unit must make the name of our International
Workers Order ... as popular in Spain as it is already in the United
States. . . . Please take up in your meeting and organize effectively
the collection of funds. Contribute out of the treasury whatever you
can. Make a collection among the members present.

. .
.
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From “The New Order” of October, 1937, page 10:

I. W. 0. Contributes SSSOfiOO to Aid Spanish Democracy.
. . . Contributions began back in the summer of 1936, with the

beginning of the Spanish conflict, and have continued without let-up.
Six I. W. 0. ambulances are on the battlefields of Spain as the result
of the collection. Scores and scores of fighters have received medical
care, clothes, cigarettes and other forms of humane aid through the
fund.

The funds disbursed so far were distributed through the following
agencies:

$B,OOO Trade Union Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.
6,700 North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democra
5,400 Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy.
5,273 Friends of Abraham Lincoln Battalion,
2,500 Madison Square Garden Meeting.
1,100 Spanish Anti-Fascist Committee.

250 German-American Relief for Spanish Refugees,
250 Committee for Technical Aid.
100 Garibaldi Battalion.

325.40 West Virginia North American Committee

This campaign for Spain was conducted by “direc-
tives,” which is the Communist Party’s particular
synonym for “instructions.”

From “The New Order,” April, 1937, page 15:
The organization Committee launched a campaign to get an am-

bulance and medical unit for Spanish democracy. Directives, collec-
tion fists, posters and the graphic pictorial “Spain” were sent to all
branches.

Members of I. W. O. have been well represented in the
International Battalions. Some of their letters have been
published in “The New Order,” as, for example, in the
issue of June, 1937, page 10:

iMEWHEBE IN SPAIN
May 8, 193:

Dear S Salud, once more toots, and this time you’ve got me
worried. . . . The Trotskyite b s have been raising Cain in
Catalonia the real advance guard of France’s fifth column. S ~

they are the worst scum on earth. Don’t give them a chance in the
States —■ step on the lice immediately.
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. . . The “Daily Worker” is doing a splendid job for the Lincoln
Battalion. We couldn’t ask for more. Don’t be surprised if you hear
of a new American “Tom Mooney” Battalion. If it forms, I’ll be
in it.

P. S. Are my dues being taken care of? Hey, write me the details
of the basketball championship game and the details of the Y. C. L.
Convention.

. . .

11:

Song for Spain.
(By S. R.)

Play red taps today, comrades
Sing a red funeral march today
Clench fists hard today, my comrades
We honor the fallen of Spain

Lower the scarlet flag half-mast today, comrades
Let no voice quiver, or break or despond
Let no head bend or bow or droop;
They have not fallen in vain.

Let us sing a song for Spain today, comrades
Let the words begin “In Freedom’s Name”
Let us swear an iron oath today, comrades
THE FASCISTS SHALL NOT PASS IN SPAIN

Ibid., July, 1937, page 10:

The I. W. 0. Reporting from Spain.
Dear Brother Max: Reporting for the I. W. 0. members in

these parts, all of whom are doing a splendid job of fighting world
fascism. They are to be found in every part of the country and are
occupying every type of station and work. We ran right into one the
moment we arrived on Spanish soil. It was Brother M of the
Julie Mella Branch of New York. He then handed us over to Brother
B of the same branch for further instructions. Most of our mem-
bers are found in the lines and ranks of the Lincoln Battalion. Here I
found Brothers S of the Washington Heights Y Section, Sam
K of Br. 716, Lou Z , Br. 565, Sam S of 645, V of 690.
In fact, when I visited the boys I was surrounded by a host of them.
For a moment I thought myself at an Order conference. I met our
National Executive Committee member here who holds high rank as
ground chief for an aviation unit. . . .

In the same issue, on page
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Our own H of “Let’s Get Together” fame and some of Ins
partner Convulsionaries and brother youth members, Ernie, Bernie,
and Milton, are doing their bit to entertain the boys.

We have a couple of sisters here, too; they are Sisters M of
Branch 600 (my own branch), and B—- of some branch in the Bronx.
They are both nurses.

Ibid., September, 1937, page 6
.4 Soldier describes Bedacht’s Visit.

Albocette, Spain
August 6, 1937

Dear Brothers and Sisters. Two days ago, we boys of the
International Battalion had a great privilege extended us. We were
treated to a lecture by none other than your General Secretary Max
Bedacht. .

. .

Keep up the good work, build the I. W. O. and endeavor to lick the
Fascists in the U. S. as we are licking them over here.

Down with Fascism. Build a Farmer-Labor Partv.
Salud,

A R
Former Chairman, English Speaking

Branch, Chelsea, Mass.

Ibid., September, 1937, page 19;

(By Simon Schacter.)
Branch 500,1. W. O. commemorated the loss of three of its members

on the battlefields of Spain, . .
.

The building in which the branch is housed was decorated in mourn-
ing crepe, bordered with red. A huge inscription on the first floor
window read: “In Memoriam George Allen, Alfred Geortz, Max
Krauthamer ■— killed in Spain for Democracy.” Two American flags
edged with black crepe hung over the sign.

Inside, one of the windows was draped with somber cloth on which
three large portraits of the fallen heroes were hung. (Contributed by
the Artists Union.)

.

. .

Musicians under the direction of Julius Eiseman, a member of the
branch, played the national anthem and followed it up with the
International, Song of the Loyalist fighters in Spain. [Also official
anthem of CommunistParty,]

After the chairman announced the deaths of our three brothers,
the audience stood solemnly while the bugler sounded taps, followed
by the playing of the Workers Funeral March. [Communist song
book, page 62, “Songs of the People.”]
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Fred Bradley of the New England District Commit-
tee wrote to Cesareo de Garavilla Alverdi, Spanish Con-
sul, on October 13, 1937:

... You were kind enough to consent to speak at our mass meeting
on October 24 ... at Ford Hall . . . and the purpose of this meeting
is to be of further assistance to your government in its struggle for
democracy.

On October 14, 1937, Dr. and Mrs. Hyman B. Stellar,
185 Walnut Street, Chelsea, sent out invitations for a

reception by I. W. O. members on Sunday evening, Octo-
ber 17, to their nephew, Howard Weisberg, who had
returned from fighting for Loyalist Spain. According to
the invitations, the evening was to be devoted to a talk
on the Loyalist cause, and also to promote the Chelsea
Jewish Children’s School a place where Marxism is
combined with instruction in the racial tongue.

The Youth Section of the International Workers Order
corresponds to the Young Communist League’s relation-
ship to the Communist Party. The similarity goes far-
ther. There is affiliation between the Youth Section of
the International Workers Order and the Young Com-
munist League.

From the “Manifesto and Resolutions of the Seventh
National Convention of the Young Communist League
of U. S. A.,” June 22, 1934, page 21:

Youth Section

The league must also give more attention to the building of the
youth section of the International Workers Order and the youth sec-
tions of the language mass organizations. It must prepare the youth
to resist war and when war comes to transform the imperialist war
into a civil war against American imperialism and for the establishment
of the Soviet power. Through the building of the united front against
war and fascism, the Young Communist League must independently
come to the masses of youth with all its full Communist program.
One of the most important tasks of the Young Communist League
is the struggle against capitalist militarism. The league must fight
to abolish the R. 0. T. C. and the National Guard and must conduct
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work in the army, navy, National Guard, etc. Our aim must be
to win the bulk of these youth against war and fascism and for the
support of the struggles of the working classes.

Dave Greene, so called, chief of the Youth Section of
the I. W. 0., contributed to the history of that organiza-
tion in “First Five Years of International Workers Order,
1930-1935:”

Our I. W. 0. Youth Sectior
(By Dave Greene.)

Page 47)
... In consideration of the miserably low wages that

young workers receive, the dues for the members of the Youth Section
of the Order were made the lowest possible. The Order likewise
took into consideration the other needs of the youth; the need for
sports; for social life and for cultural advancement. These factors
were of the utmost importance in view of the fact that the capitalists
are spending millions of dollars each year in subsidies (millions that
come out of the exploitation of the workers) to support the Y’s, Settle-
ment Houses and other such institutions. By thus keeping control
over the organizations of the youth, the bourgeoisie turns the energies
of the youth into channels advantageous to the capitalists and harmful
to the young workers.

It is interesting to note that a serious discussion arose at the first
meeting of the City Youth Committee as to whether or not the “Young
Worker,” official paper of the working class youth, published by the
Young Communist League, should be sold and distributed by the
youth branches. It took quite a while before we were able to convince
the existing branches that the “Young Worker” was their paper.
that it was leading the fight of the working and student youth, and
as such is entitled to the support of the membership of the Youth
Section of the I. W. 0.

(Page 50) The development of fascism in Germany particularly
and the fascist tendencies in America, with the mad race for arma-
ments in preparation for imperialist war and for war against the
Soviet Union, spurred the Yrouth Section into action. It not only
took an active part in the American League Against War and Fascism,
but it made it a special task to effect a united front with the member-
ship of the Young Circle League, the YYuth Section of the Workmen’s
Circle. While our efforts were rejected by their leading committees,
four of the clubs of the Young Circle League entered the United Front
American League Against War and Fascism. These clubs still remain
part of the united front, taking an active part side by side with the
membership of the I. W. O. in the struggle against war and fascism.
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In other sections of this report both the American
League for Peace and Democracy (formerly called the
American League Against War and Fascism) and the
American Youth Congress have been described as crea-
tions of the Communist Party. Thus in the above quo-
tation we find the I. W. O. Youth Section makes up a
part of the first organization, and the following quota-
tion recites its activity in the second organization.
Again quoting Dave Greene, so called, page 51:

During this period the Youth showed a fine example of its growing
class consciousness through its participation in the American Youth
Congress. . . . The American Youth Congress, after ousting Miss
Viola lima and her followers, adopted a program of action to solve the
needs of the masses of youth of America. This united front is today
broadening out and developing into a real fighting force for the needs
of the youth. There are in this united front the Young Communist
League, the Young People’s Socialist League, the Youth Section of
the I. W. 0., the Young Circle League (Workmen’s Circle youth),
student organizations, church organizations, Y’s, Settlement Houses
and a host of other organizations. The Youth Section of the I. W. 0.
is taking an active part in the work of the American Youth Congress.

A few examples of joint activity by both the Young
Communist League and the International Workers Order
to build youth branches in this Commonwealth are evi-
dent in the following letter from Sam Pevzner, I. W. 0.
National Youth Committee, New York, to A. Eleff, Bos-
ton, May 12, 1937:

Recently there have been some slight stirrings among some of the
branches in your district to do youth work. At the present time we
have little or no leadership on a district scale. ...

I discussed this
problem with the National Office of the Y. C. L. and Dave Grant,
the Boston D. O. I insisted that the League in Boston assign some
leading comrade to take charge of youth work in the district ... to
organize a district or city youth committee and guide the adult branches
in the building of Divisions and the conduct of other youth wrork.
Comrade Grant promised that within two weeks he would see that
someone is assigned.

Eleff to Pevzner, May 20, 1937
I am glad to inform you that the Y. C. L. [Young Communist

League] has already assigned Comrade Jack Pizner to help us organize
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and lead the youth branches of the I. W. O. lam calling Comrade
Pizner to a meeting of the district organizational committee this
coming Saturday where we will take up in detail the work of our youth
section.

Pevzner wrote Eleff on May 19 to send some one from
the District office to Branch Y-252 in Lynn:

We suggest that you assign someone to go to theirnext meeting . . .

Sunday, at the Russian Club, 24 George Street, Lynn, Mass. The
hour is 12 noon . . . also discuss general youth problems, activities,
etc.

Mrs. A. Stainer, 33 Thayer Street, Brockton, to Eleff,
June 4, 1937:

You know that we have a youth club in our I. W. 0. headquarters
and you intend to send a capable person to speak to them in regard
to an I. W. O. youth branch, I understand.

You have been informed that some of the youth are afraid of radical-
ism; but the situation must be the same in other cities and I think
the speaker will know how to approach the youth on the true principles
of the I. W. 0.

The Youth Section of the I. W. 0., like the Young
Communist League, is part of the general scheme to
radicalize labor. Bearing in mind that the ages of mem-
bers of the Youth Section are from 16 to 25, it follows
that most of the adult activities previously outlined
herein are shared. Thus the youth of I. W. 0., like the
members of the Y. C. L., seek to join any available strike
picket lines, even though they are not employees nor
past employees of any party to the dispute, nor members
of any union which is involved therein.

The Youth Section has as one of its particular tasks
the building of sports federations allied to the Red
Sports League. According to the alleged Mr. Greene
in his historical sketch they bear the name, “Labor
Sports Union” (supra):

(Page 48) .
.

. When the imperialist countries arranged for the
Olympics in Los Angeles an international sport meet, of the bosses’
sport organizations —• a meet which excluded the sportsmen of the
Soviet Union, the youth Section of the Order as a part of the Labor
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Sports Union helped organize and carry through a campaign of boycott
of the Olympics.

It helped in the arrangements of the International Workers’ Sports
Meet which was held in the city of Chicago.

. . . The bosses build up Y’s and Settlement Houses with fine
gymnasiums and in this way control hundreds of thousands of working
class youth.

On the back cover of a Young Communist League
membership booklet we found this exhortation:

Read
Subscribe
Spread

The
Champion
of Youth

A typical issue of the “Champion of Youth” is re-
viewed elsewhere in this report. Among the exhibits
pertaining to the International Workers Order was one
entitled “A Message to Every Fellow and Girl in Amer-
ica.” On its back page there appears;

Champion of Youth
The Youth Section sends the I. W. 0. edition of the popular

semi-monthly magazine, “Champion of Youth”, to every
member.

In other words, one of the organs of the Young Com-
munist League, U. S. A., is also an official organ for the
younger members of the International Workers Order.

Schools for education of masses of workers to class
consciousness and class struggle is one of the chief con-
cerns of the International Workers Order, just as it is
of the Communist Party.

Particular efforts are expended on training the chil-
dren of its members. Some of the schools in this Com-
monwealth operate under the guise of “language” classes.
Languages are taught with Marxian texts and Comma-

Schools.
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nist illustrations. Older youth are trained not only in
the principles of Marxism, but also in the practical ap-
plication of trade union tactics and leadership of class
struggle.

In the earlier years of I. W. O.’s existence, education
of its members was more or less split into activities by
the individual language sections of the Order; for in-
stance, in writing of one such language section in “First
Five Years of International Workers Order, 1930-1935:”

(Page 88) For the last five months we have been publishing a
monthly magazine for our school movement, called “Proletarian
Education”. This magazine takes up the problems of education
confronting our schools. It tries to tie up the school with the home,
seeking to bring our education into the home and thus bring the parents
closer to our school. This magazine was first printed in two thousand
copies. The latest issue was sold in 7,000 copies and the May issue
will be printed in even a greater number of copies.

(Page 87) ... During the last 22 months we have conducted
lecture tours with such leading lecturers and writers as M. Katz,
P. Novick, W. Abrams, L. Hyman, M. Epstein, all of them connected
with the “Freiheit.” They covered the entire country. Their lectures
were not abstract, but devoted to the most important questions of the
day for the working class. Undoubtedly these lectures played an
important role in the membership campaign.

. .
. Since the last convention we published 24 books and pamphlets

making a total of 165,000 pieces. Three-quarters is already sold and
we are sure that the rest will be sold in the coming six months.

Besides the books and pamphlets for adults we also published text
books for all four classes in our elementary schools, in 18,000 copies.

More recently educational activities have been co-
ordinated, so that the Educational Department of the
national headquarters directs the efforts of the various
districts:

From “The New Order,” February, 1937, page 3:
Keep Up with the Times.

Should you walk into the offices of the Educational Department of
the Order at 80 Fifth Ave., you would behold a scene of hustle and
bustle the intense activity of the committee as it prepares film
strips, illustrated charts, outlines, leaflets, folders, popular pamphlets
and a host of other material.
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The occasion for the intense activity is the plan of work for 1937
a plan designed to improve the life of the branches, make them the
educational and cultural centers of the working people.

Labor and the progressive forces of America are on the march, and
as a labor fraternal order we are going to keep in step. This is to be
the content and purpose of the educational endeavors for 1937.

I. W. 0. District Schools are being organized to prepare our member-
ship for leadership in the work of the Order.

The present educational director of the I. W. 0. was,
until the summer of 1937, director of the Progressive
Labor School (Communist) in Boston.

From “The New Order,” July, 1937, page 17
Emanuel Levin, an experienced labor educator, with a background

of many years in the labor movement, assumed his post of National
Educational Director Tuesday, June 30.

A teachers’ council has been organized by the National Educational
Department to improve teaching methods, train new teachers, prepare
material, stimulate schools, and co-ordinate this phase of education
between the sections. One of the first jobs the council has undertaken
is the preparation of an I. W. O. text book.

Ibid., August, 1937, page 16
Emanuel Levin, now National Educational Director, comes to

this important post with many years of background in the labor move-
ment, as a teacher, organizer, and a wage worker.

. . . His most recent educational work was an instructor in the
Workers School in New York and director of the Progressive Labor
School in Boston. He is a member of the Teachers Union.

To most people, however, the name of Emanuel Levin, recalls
the great bonus armies of ’32, ’34 when the ex-soldiers were trekking
to Washington and Emanuel Levin was head of the Workers Ex-
Servicemen’s League, the organization which gave impetus to the
march.

Questioned concerning schools and educational activi-
ties in this Commonwealth the witness, Joseph Brodsky,
disclaimed all knowledge thereof. He referred the Com-
mission to Myer Birnbaum. Birnbaum in his testimony
was vague and evasive, and said that he had little or no
knowledge of I. W. O.’s schools in the Commonwealth.

As a matter of fact, classes are conducted throughout
Massachusetts. Their loci are sometimes at the meet-
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ing places of I. W. 0. branches or at the meeting places
of the Communist Party branches. In Boston, for in-
stance, there was incorporated on December 20, 1937,
the I. W. O. Community Center of Roxbury, with head-
quarters at 42 Wenonah Street. The following individu-
als were incorporators:

Morris Gerber, President
Abraham Freeman, Treasurer.
Theresa Resnich, Secretary.
Harry Firestein,
Meyer Weisberg,
David Leavitt, r,.
~ . T , Directors.
Morns Locke,
Nathan Katz,
Max Heitin,

The purposes set forth are educational and social.
The authorized capital stock was given as $7,500. This
address for many years has been one of the points of
activity for the Communist Party. In many towns and
cities of the Commonwealth the I. W. O. maintain simi-
lar headquarters of their own, as in Chelsea, Lowell,
Lawrence, Worcester, Springfield, Brockton and numer-
ous other communities.

There is also close collaboration between the I. W. O.
in Massachusetts and the Communist Party at the Pro-
gressive Labor School, 330 Newbury Street, Boston. A
letter of September 27, 1937, from William T. Parry,
director of the said school, to Fred Bradley, district
official of I. W. 0., stated that Bradley’s course on the
Fraternal Movement would be held on Thursday
evenings during the winter term. The announcement of
this course was mimeographed and was not included in
the printed school catalogue. Parry stated, however,
that both the announcements and the catalogues were
to be distributed to all I. W. O. Branches, and members
were to be urged to attend the school. During the sum-
mer of 1937, in the Boston District, I. W. O. operated
the district school. Emanuel Levin wrote to A. Eleff,
district organizer, at Boston, August 2, 1937:
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I think your school has a pretty good beginning
... in working

out the perspective for your October school, ... I felt that we
should orientate ourselves for a functionaries’ Training School.

Also on September 3, 1937:
I think the question of the class on the Fraternal Movement should

not be difficult to organize. . . . Philadelphia Workers School and
the New York Workers School have similar classes.

Jean A. Bellefeuille, an official both of the I. W. 0.
and the United Shoe Workers of America, was one of
the instructors at the said summer district school.

In New York, International Workers Order maintains
a national training school for the development of prom-
ising functionaries. Max Bedacht asked the district or-
ganizer in the spring of 1937 to recommend candidates
from Massachusetts for this school. On May 25, 1937,
A. Eleff recommended to Bedacht:

. . . Fred Bradley, 49 Carol Street, Chelsea, age 28. He is a
present the secretary of the English subsection of our district and in
recording secretary of the District Committee.

Harold Lewengrub, 11 Dana Street, Revere, age 27, member of
the English Branch 827. .

.
.

It is the unanimous opinion of the district organizational commit-
tee that both selected candidates are worthy to be students in our
National Training School.

With the strengthened organization of its National
Educational Department and the growth of branches
and activity in this Commonwealth, there is every reason
to believe that there will be similar expansion to educate
its membership, particularly its youth, with emphasis on
class struggle trade unionism.

Juniors.
The witness, Joseph R. Brodsky, claimed that there

was no relationship between the Juniors of the Inter-
national Workers Order and the Young Pioneers of the
Communist Party. This testimony was obviously false,
as I. W. 0. documents themselves show.
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In 1933 the International Workers Order and the Com-
munist Party were combining efforts to organize boys and
girls, Bto 15 years old, into troops of “Pioneers.” It was
not until later that the I. W. 0. began to call their sec-
tions of children “juniors.” We find from the issue of the
“New Pioneer” for August, 1933, that the I. W. O.
troops were running subscription campaigns for the
magazine. It is established that the “New Pioneer” was
a magazine of the Communist Party for the use of children
and members of the Pioneers, and it is established that
the Pioneers are an international children’s organization,
patterned after that which exists in Russia by the same
name.

In direct refutation of Brodsky’s claim that the I. W. 0.
Juniors bore no relation to the Young Pioneers of the
Communist Party, is the following advertisement which
appeared in the magazine “New Pioneer” of July, 1935:

Hey, Comrade.
AH I. W. O. Juniors and other Pioneer group*

should have them for the summer time.
Shirt, Hat, Neckerchief

all for $1.50

Order from

International Workers Order
80 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Elsewhere in this report we have quoted Lenin to the
effect that workers’ children should early be taught the
sordid details of life, the exploitation of the masses, and
should be present at executions. The following quota-
tions explain the attitude and objectives of the I. W. O.
concerning children.

From “First Five Years of International Workers
Order, 1930-1935,” pages 74 to 76, inclusive:

Junior Section

Fraternalism and Workers’ Chili
The workers themselves are the products of capitalist e

tion. That is why they accept so freely the capitalist theory that the
sordid facts and troubles of the social and individual life of the par-
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ents should be kept from the consciousness of the children. Worker
parents who accept this theory make themselves instruments of capi-
talist education for their children. They give their children a bedtime
story education about once-upon-a-time; but they fail to enlighten
them about the present time and its problems.

One moment’s consideration will show how fallacious is the theory
that the children should be and can be kept unconscious of the troubles
of their lives in capitalist society.

. . . There is not one single issue
that arises before the worker, there is not one problem for the solution
of which the workers organize, that does not also directly affect the
workers’ children.

. . . It is a contention of bourgeois education that it is the duty of
a humane attitude toward the children to keep away from their
minds the cruel and sordid facts of life. This humanitarianism, how-
ever, is nothing but bourgeois hypocrisy.

. . . That is why a short time after its establishment it organized
a juvenile department.

... It not only supplies children’s insurance but it organizes into
active groups the children over nine years of age insured in the juve-
nile department of the Order. . . . The leadership of these children’s
groups makes an endeavor to turn the desire of the children for play
and for knowledge into a lever for a clear working class education.

. . . While they become conscious of the problems confronting
them, they are educated as to the means through which these prob-
lems may be solved. . . . The children’s groups of the I. W. 0. repre-
sent a collective effort of our organization to help the individual
parent members to solve the problem of developing their children
into conscious members of the working class. . .

.

From an article by Jerry Trauber, National Junior
Secretary, in “The New Order,” February, 1937, page 14:

The record-breaking progress in the growth of our Order is also
reflected in its Junior Section. The recent membership campaign
saw an increase of 7,235 new Juniors recruited, raising the Junior
membership to over 20,000.

... It is our task to create among the children the same spirit of
labor fraternalism which exists among our adult members. This
task of education is becoming one of the recognized daily tasks of
every leader and active member of the Order.

The coming months will see a large number of branches carrying on
their Junior work in larger and more varied ways. Our members are
beginning to realize that our Juniors are not merely “certificate num-
bers,” but alert, active children who are learning their first lessons in

workers solidarity. This realization is leading up to growing support
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for such Junior activities as sports groups, musical groups, hikir
nature study, etc.

Ibid., May, 1937, page 3:

Who Will Have the Child.
. . . Labor cannot let that challenge to its children go unanswered.

It must provide material for the children that will teach them the
truth about labor’s struggle for freedom and progress.

The “New Pioneer” can become a powerful weapon in that struggle.
Well written with swift stories of adventure, sports, and every-day
heroes of labor, with puzzles and movie features, it entertains the
child and at the same time teaches him to recognize the truth in the
world around him. The Order is now engaged in a subscription drive
for this excellent children’s magazine. Do your bit to save the chil-
dren of the working class for labor by spreading these subscriptions
into every workers’ home that you can reach.

A few examples of the results of I. W. 0. training of
children follow.

From the “Daily Worker,” November 19, 1938, under
the column “And What Have You to Say?”

Jack Herman of 31 Bennett Ave. takes the field and kicks off smartly
with some expert opinion. He says;
“I am a fourteen-year old I. W. 0. youth and member of the A. S. U.

in school. I’ll start with Minnesota. I have followed Minnesota’s
teams for at least five years. Bernie Bierman’s splendid coaching and
his never-ending material will spell Wisconsin’s doom. Bell, the great
Negro guard and place kicker, has booted seven of his last ten field goal
attempts.

“Clint Frank is one of the greatest football players of history. Yale
can’t miss with a smart captain like him.
“I may be fourteen years old, but I have read the ‘Daily’ for over

four years. I think you have come a long way since then. I think
Lester Rodney’s column is swell. Also a hearty boost for Fred Ellis
and Mike Gold and Harry Cannes and all the other comrades that
help to make the ‘Daily Worker’ the greatest workers’ paper in
America. Yours for a Soviet America.”

“Well spoken, Jack. And in a Soviet America I’m sure you’ll
find yourself a fine writer. You have all the earmarks.”

(A. S. U. is the abbreviation for the American Student
Union.)



HOUSE No. 2100. [June410

From “The New Order,” February, 1937, page 19
Against War.

America is in great distress
Wages are becoming less and less
People die of starvation
Others commit suicide because of aggravation,

9

They tell us we should go to war
But they don’t tell us it’s profit they want more and more
Patriotic we must be and go out and die for our country.

3.
We don’t want to go to war
We will not suffer any more
Yes, we are going to fight
Not for the bosses but for our own right

4.
We will make America a prosperous land
Where freedom will reign on every hand
Everyone, join the fight
We will bring the workers’ enemies to flight

By Edith Selnick, Ag
Brooklyn, N. Y.

12:e

80From the “New Pioneer,” August, 1933, page

Clara 7etkin.

(Poem by Martha Millet.)
In the Red Square where Lenin lies,
Thousands of workers, marching all
Our greatest leaders bear the pall
With solemn, loving eyes.

Red Army men line the route, stand and turn
And flowers, flowers, flowers
In wreaths, in cascades, in showers
O’er the ashes that rest in the urn

Taken our strong, brave fighter,
Taken from us by death,
But her spirited breath
Makes our flag’s crimson brighter.
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Flag of the Soviets wa
Always over her grave
Flag of the Soviets unfurled .

Soon shall wave over the world

From the "New Pioneer,” August, 1933, page 81
Clocks and the IP

(By L. Sinclair
And some day the American worker also will take pleasure in clocks.

He wall study ways of urging them to make his work easier and pleas-
anter. That day will come when he will take all clocks away from
the bosses, all the machines, all the buildings and farms, the whole
country with all its wealth. When he has done as his fellow workers
in the Soviet Union have done, made a Workers’ and Farmers’ Gov-
ernment here, only then will the clock be his slave and not his slave
driver.

The children have been enlisted in the campaign for
Leftist Spain.

From “The New Order,” February, 1937, page 19:

To Honor Those Who Help Spain.
How would you like to have your picture in the Junior page of
The New Order” for helping the people of Spain?
Here is how; the Junior sending in the most money, to buy medical

supplies and milk, each month will have his picture in “The New
Order.” This is a chance to help Spain and show others how you do it.
Who will be the first one?

The witness Brodsky was asked to explain why the
International Workers Order conducts such aggressive
campaigns against the Scout movement. He explained
that the Boy Scouts were a “militaristic” organization.
Asked to elaborate, he replied that they used bugles and
wore Sam Brown belts, and they were sometimes ad-
dressed by army officers.

The uniforms worn by I. W. O. Juniors are not dis-
similar to those of the Scouts. The I. W. 0. uniform
includes a cap, commonly called an “overseas cap.”
Pictures of marching Juniors in I. W. 0. publications
show them in martial order, and in one picture before
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the Commission some of the Juniors are giving the
clenched fist Communist salute.

Also, bearing in mind the alleged objection of the
I. W. O. to the use of bugles, the following is given from
“The New Order,” January, 1937, page 19:

Another New Drum Corps.
The Juniors of Homestead, Pa. are getting 32 bugles, 10 drums,

2 bass drums and two pair of cymbals and is that going to be some
band. They plan to be the best bugle corps in their section and with
such a start we are sure they can do it.

This makes the third drum corps around the city of Pittsburgh
and they are second only to New York City which has four corps
and one regular band.

Now, how about the Juniors in other parts of the country getting
busy and building a band in their branch? For information write
to the music dept, of the Junior Section at 80 Fifth Ave., New York
City.

Ibid., October, 1937, page 9
Smartly dressed youngsters, their brightly polished bugles gleaming,

their feet keeping perfect time to the rhythmic beat of their drums
and every eye glued to the flashing baton of the drum-major this
is the picture that is fast becoming the identifying mark of the I. W. 0.
in many of the large cities and small towns in the country.

To indicate the intensity with which the Boy Scouts
have been attacked by the National Pioneer Council,
part of the organization which publishes the “New
Pioneer,” the magazine circulated to I. W. O. Juniors, we
quote the following excerpts;

The Boy Scout Movement.
Against the Workers.

(Page 1) The Boy Scouts of America is an organization in the
hands and under the guidance of the capitalist class of America to
educate boys from 12 to 18 years of age, mostly workers’ children,
in the spirit of patriotism; prepare them ideologically and physically
for war; make them willing tools and subjects of the ruling class,
obedient, cowed wage-slaves; and use them as a fascist instrument
in co-operation with the police, in readiness against the working class.

Scoutism is clearly designed to educate the children in a capitalist
spirit. It stands for the whole system of holy respect for private
property and submission to the exploiters rule. ... It is therefore
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against the working class and therefore against the workers’ socialist
fatherland, the Soviet Union.

Character Building.
(Page 7) Under this heading some of the following laws are given

to the Scouts. A Scout is trustworthy. A Scout is helpful. A Scout
is courteous. A Scout is kind. A Scout is friendly, thrifty and last
and most important, a Scout is reverent. These qualifications com-
bine into the creation of bourgeois character in the Boy Scout. Es-
pecially the last one in connection with religion. You have all prob-
ably seen the sign hanging in many libraries where the following is
printed over the background of a church —•

“Religion Builds Char-
acter.”

The Boy Scout Movement A Working Class Estimate
(Page 14) These activities we can and have to introduce through

our circles. We must increase our stress upon the Pioneer uniform,
banners, troop flags, good appearance in marches through drilling,
outdoor activities, etc. From this point of view, excellent appearance
of the troop, is one step in the winning over masses of unorganized
children for the improvement of their health and fob the cause of
the working class. We can see why the introduction of these
circles into our troops requires serious attention.

On the basis of activities of this character, we can promote through
joint activities with Scout Troops, clubs, etc., a close relationship
between the Pioneers and the Scouts and open possibilities for joint
action which will serve to expose the Scoutmaster who may try to
prohibit such friendliness .

.
. organizing jointly, activities at which

other questions can be raised.

What is Our Perspectiv

(Page 15) There is not a doubt in our mind that we can accom-
plish tremendous results in counteracting Scoutism if we energetically
begin work along these lines.

Through their songs and plays, also, the Juniors are
taught Marxian principles. In “The New Order” of
May, 1937, there appeared on page 17:

The Junior Section has issued a bright lively song book called “Sing.
Junior, Sing,” containing over 70 songs.

This song book, “Sing, Junior, Sing,” was introduced
as evidence and identified by the witness Birnbaum as
being circulated among the Massachusetts branches for
the use of the Juniors.
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In the foreword by Rose Harris the following state-
ments appear;

“Sing, Juniors, Sing,” a collection of songs for boys and girls, is
published in answer to the long-felt need for a pamphlet containing a
wide variety of songs, with music, for the use of group leaders among
children.

The children of the working-class have a wonderful heritage of
song which is their natural birthright. Out of the past, come stirring
songs of protest and rebellion, of struggle for a better life. . . .

Most of the songs in this book are of the folk-type, i.e., songs com-
posed not by one man alone, but originating from the people, and in-
spired by some historic incident.

Throughout the book authors of lyrics and music re-
main for the most part anonymous. A large number of
the same songs - in a few’ instances different words to
the same tune the Commission finds in the Commu-
nist song books, particularly “ Songs of the People” and
“Pioneer Song Book.” The former w7 as purchased at the
Progressive Bookshop, 8 Beach Street, Boston. In these
Communist song books due credit is given to the authors
and composers. Both the I. W. 0. song book and the
Communist Party “Songs of the People” were printed
in the same print shop. Rose Harris continues:

Out of the thousands of songs we had to choose from we selected
those which are considered the most representative of the various
groupings. . . . Let’s sing. Sing at rallies, sing at meetings, sing at
parties, sing at picnics, sing on hikes. Sing all the old songs, and learn
the new. . . .

Since our Order is an organization consisting of members holding
different views on political and social matters beyond the immediate
scope of our program [emphasis added], it should be understood that
the sentiments expressed in the songs are not necessarily those of the
organizations as such. . . .

Credit for collecting, editing and advising in produc-
tion of the book is given to Ernest Rymer and A. L.
Harris; for illustrations, to Douglas Taylor and Dio
LeFevre; for the original idea, to Jerry Trauber, Na-
tional Secretary of the Junior Section of the Order.

Among the “folk” songs we find three from the Soviet
Union;
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Cudgel Song.
Many songs have I heard in my dear Motherland,
And they told me of sorrow and joy
But there’s one song I know I shall never forget,
’Tis the song of the men as they toil
Hey! my little cudgel, onward!
Hey! the green one will move onward together,
Together, Move Onward!

Now the workers are waking and taking the land
Where they toiled in their sorrow and pain;
Not as bondsmen they stoop, but as freemen they stand
Though they still sing their cudgel refrain;

Ho! my mighty cudgel, arise now!
Ho! the rod will win the prize now,
Lift onward, swift onward together!

For the International Workers Order Juniors the Red
Army March (“Songs of the People,” page 39) becomes

Banker and Boss.
Banker and boss hate the Red Soviet Star,
Gladly they’d build a new throne for the Czar,
But from the Steppes to the deep Baltic Sea,
Lenin’s Red Army brings victory.

So workers close your ranks,
Be strong and Steady,
For freedom’s cause your bayonets bright;
For workers’ Russia,

The Soviet Union,

Be steady for the last big fight.

Other Soviet songs for American children:
Red Air Fleet.

Our planes are set, they fly forth to the battle,
High in the air our engines loudly roar.

Our planes are set, we’re ready for the struggle
Against the world’s imperialistic war.

Fly higher and higher and higher
Our emblem the Soviet star;

And every propeller is roaring
Red Front —■ Defending the U. W. S. R.
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But for the wage slaves and the toiling masses
A song of hope all our propellers whirl.

We drop them leaflets while we fight their bosses
The first red air fleet of the workers’ world.

Youthful Guardsmen.
(German Youth Song.)

We’re marching towards the morning
We’re struggling comrades all.

Our aims are set on victory
Our enemies must fall.

With ordered step, red flag unfurled,
We’ll make a new and better world

We are the youthful guardsmen of the proletariat.

On page 17 we find “America,” and directly beneath
it the Communist anthem “The International.” The
words of the latter will be
of this report.

reproduced in another section

The next nine I. W. 0.
“Songs of the People:”

songs are also to be found in

“Solidarity Forever.”
“United Front.”
“Hold the Fort.”
“Soup Song.”

A note in the I. W. O. children’s song Took says the
latter was written by “unemployed workers in Detroit in
the heat of their struggles against hunger and evictions.”
In the Communist song book one Maurice Sugar is credited
with writing the words.

“Scottsboro Boys,

The Tramp.
. . Cross the street a sign he read
“Work for Jesus,” so it said,

And he said, “Here is my chance, I’ll surely try
And he kneeled upon the floor,

Till his knees got rather sore,
But at eating-time he heard the preacher cry:
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Chorus.
Tramp, tramp, tramp, keep on a-tramping

Nothing doing here for you;

If I catch you ’round again,
You will wear the ball and chain,

Keep on tramping, that’s the best thing you can do.

Down the street he met a cop,
And the copper made him stop,

And he asked him, “When did you blow into town?”
“Come with me up to the judge,”

But the judge he said, “0, fudge,”
“Bums that have no money needn’t come around.”

( Chorus)

Finally came that happy day
When his life did pass away;

He was sure he’d go to heaven when he died
When he reached the pearly gate,

Santa Peter, mean old skate,
Slammed the gate right in his face and loudly cried;

Chorus)

Casey Jones.
[Casey was made a “scab” (strikebreaker) both on earth and in

heaven.]

When Casey Jones got up to heaven to the Pearly Gate,
He said: “I’m Casey Jones, the guy that pulled the S. P. freight”
“You’re just the man,” said Peter,
“Our musicians went on strike
You can get a job a-scabbing any time you like

Casey Jones got a job in heaven;
Casey Jones was doing mighty fine;
Casey Jones went scabbing on the angels,
Just like he did to workers on the S. P. lin

The angels got together and they said it wasn’t fair,
For Casey Jones to go around a-scabbing everywhere.
The Angels Union No. 23, they sure were there,
And they promptly fired Casey down the Golden Stair.
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Casey Jones went to Hell a-flying.
Casey Jones, the devil said “Oh, fine;
Casey Jones, get busy shoveling sulphur —•

That’s what you get for scabbing on the S. P. line.”

Write Me Out My Union Card.
(Tune: “Hand me down my Walking Cane.”)

O, write me out my union card [3 times]
Organize, we’ll all fight hard;
Time to drive those hunger blues away.

0, the boss, he cut my pay [3 times]
We’ll all go out on strike today,
Time to drive those hunger blues away.

In T 7 we went to war [3 times]
In ’36 the cannons roar;

Time to turn those guns the other way.

In bosses war, the worker gets [3 times]
A belly full of bayonets;
Time to turn those guns the other way.

(This would be practical application of Lenin’s teach-
ing repeated continually in contemporary Communist
literature to turn any armed conflict into a civil war.)

“We Shall Not Be Moved.”

This song has been reproduced elsewhere in the report
and the lines included:

Lenin is our Leader,
We shall not be moved

We continue to quote other songs which the Interna-
tional Workers Order is teaching Massachusetts children:

Bank Upon the Corner.
[A working man was urged by his employerto “Saveup your money”

and place it in a bank which the company owned then his pay was
cut.]

3. Now Mr. Workingman, at last began to see their plan,
So he tho’t it was a shame, but he found himself to

blame.
He saw that he could not save a nickel any more
Because his wife and kids were needing clothes.
And then he did, well what do you suppose?
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Well, lie works away for his meager pay in the same old
putrid air,

But he preaches ev’rywhere
To Hell with the millionaire.
0, his crooked schemes have made me wise.
Come on, you guys and organize
And we’ll confiscate that bank upon the corner,

“Hallelujah, I’m a Bum.”

They’re Talking War.
They’re talking war, Who's talking war?

The boss’s press, We know what for.
Oh, they sent us to wallow in filth and mud,

While the rich stayed home making cash from blood.
Try it again, just once try it again, once more,

And we’ll turn the tables then. (Shout) And how!

(This is a shortened and simplified version of the same
song to be found in the Communist song book, page 52,
“Songs of the People.”)

(I. W. 0. version.)
Yankee Doodle went to war

Riding on his pony
Put a feather in his hat

Shouting: “For my country.’

Morgan sat and counted dough
Mellon lived on honey,

DuPont bought a new silk hat
And bang; “Go to it sonny.’

Yankee Doodle ate hard tack
And thought, here’s something phoney

We get killed and they get fat,
This war is just baloney

Yankee Doodle

Yankee Doodle turnedaround
“Gid-yap, Gid-yap, pony!

War’s a racket of the rich,
Killing men for money!”
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Tamers Song.
Every morning at seven o’clock
There were twenty tarriers a-workin’ at the rock,
And the boss comes along, and he says, kape still
And come down heavy on the cast iron drill,
And drill ye tarriers, drill!
Drill, ye tarriers, drill!
It’s work all day for sugar in your tay
Down behind of the railway
And drill ye tarriers, drill
And blast! and fire!

The new foreman was Jean McCann,
By God, he was a blame mean man.
Past week a premature blast went off,
And a mile in the air went big Jim Goff,
And drill, ye tarriers, drill!

(Chorus)

When the next pay day came around
Jim Goff a dollar short was found,
When he asked “What for?” came this reply:
“You’re docked for the time you was up in the sky
And drill ye tarriers drill!

(Chongs)

The boss was a fine man down to the ground;
And he married a lady six feet round.
She baked good bread and she baked it well,
But she baked it hard as the holes of hell.

( Chorus)

We Are a Bunch of Juniors
We are a bunch of Juniors
You hear so much about
The people stop to stare at us
Whenever we go out.

As we go marchin
And the band begins to play —•
Boom, boom —•

You can hear us shouting
A bunch of juniors
Are on their way, zoom, soom!
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We’re noted for our rebel spirit,
And clever things we do,
Most everybody likes us
We hope you like us too.

Source of this song is found in “Pioneer Song Book,”
used by the Communist Party in its children’s organiza-
tion Young Pioneers. Verses are identical, excepting

juniors” is substituted for “pioneers.”
Builders.

We are the builders, we build the future,
The future world lies in our hands.
We swing our hammers
We use our weapons
Against our foes in every land.
In every land.

And we, the worker;
Who are the builder
We fight, we do not
All power and freed)
Unto the workers
Is our defiant battle

fear to die.
in

crv.

verbatim from(Likewise, this song come the Song
Book for the Communists’ “pioneers

Comrades Ever ,
(Tune: “Santa Lucia

Comrades, awaiting me, hearts warm and tender,
To them where e’er I’ll be, my love I’ll render.
Under broad heaven’s dome where e’er on earth I ri
With them I feel at home. We’re comrades ever.

oam

Ching-A-Ling.
We’ll sing you a song, we’ll not make it long,
We sing of the kids in our I. W. 0. School.
They’re young and they’re bright,
And they’re learning to kick like a mule! Ho, he
Ching-a-ling, ching-a-ling-a-ling, ho, ho, ho, ho;
We are yet Juniors, but some day we’ll grow.
Ching-a-ling-a-ling, ching-a-ling-a-ling, ho, ho, hi
Young brothers we are, don’t you know? ho, ho.
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I’ve heard it said too, I believe it is true,
A kid is the most precious thing you can find;
If kids were not born, this earth to adorn,
Then where would you get your mankind? Ho, hi
A kid is no shirk, if trained to do work,
He’ll work for the Order, for Truth he will fight
He’ll make a brother as good as his dad,
And the way that he sticks is a sight, ho, ho.

In the light of witness Brodsky’s testimony that the
International Workers Order is seeking to destroy the
Boy Scouts because of their “militarism,” denoted by
use of bugles and “Sam Brown” belts, it is|interesting
to note the following song. Music of its opening line is
to be found in “Forward, We’ve Not Forgotten,” the
Communist’s song.

Comrades, The Bugles Are Sounding,
Comrades, the bugles are sounding,
Shoulder your arms for the fray.
Boldly we’ll fight for our freedom,
Bravely we’ll hew out a way.

Born in the ranks of the workers
Where scanty wage must suffice,
“Brotherhood, unity, freedom!”
This is our fighting device.

Hunger and chains were our portion
Feeding like beggars on crumbs.
Now light is piercing the darkness,
Dawn of deliverance comes.

Firm is our faith we shall conquer,
Slavery’s yoke we shall break.
Welcoming death even gaily
Fighting for liberty’s sake.

To the tune of “There is a Tavern in the Town the
I. W. 0. Juniors are taught a long song glorifying the
Moscow Metro which the I. W. O. says is the “Re-
cently completed Moscow subway, considered most
modern and beautiful in the world.” Excerpts are:
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With our shock troupe flags unfurled,
We have challenged all the world,
We have shown unto the scoffers how the workers build.

In the workers’ Soviet, Soviet,
The bosses could learn etiquette, etiquette,

0, workers of all nations,
Come and see the wondrous stations,
Come and see what lovely things
The Soviets can build. . . .

Praise of the construction of the Moscow subway is
also part of the Communist Party propaganda. A booklet
about it by L. M. Kaganovich, printed in Russia in
October, 1934, was purchased in the fall of 1937 by the
Commission at the Progressive Bookshop in Boston.

I. W. 0. Juniors are encouraged to produce “working-
class plays.” A volume of these plays was identified by
the witness Brodsky. It is reviewed herewith:

12 Plays for Boys and Girls. Edited by Ben Blake. Pictures
by Bill Siegel. Published by Federation of Children’s
Organizations and Junior Section of International Work-
ers Order, New York, 1935.

(Page 7) This is the first collection of working class plays ever
published in the United States. You, friend readers young and old,
can enjoy them in their present form as you enjoy stories, tho es-
sentially they are intended to be staged. Here you will find no sham
fairy princes, no ruthless slayers glorified as military conquerors, no
false pictures of equal opportunities for rich and poor, for millionaire
and worker or farmer. Here are plays true to life, true to your own
life, with heroes like yourself, with villains like people you know. Here
are also plays of history, picturing the truth, showing how always in
the past the masses of workers and farmers in America and all over
the world have been oppressed by a handful of exploiters, and how
they have battled bravely against their oppressors.

.
. . But after these have all been used, you will want more. You

can get them from several sources (besides from organizations that
issue plays regularly the publishers of this collection, and the New
Theatre League).

Introduction.
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Many events are constantly reported in the newspapers, especially
of the labor movement, which can be readily dramatized by a group.

A Prisoner of the King.
(By Ben Blake. Adapted from an incident in Geoffrey Trease’s

Bows Against the Barons.”)

(Page 11)

Daniel (mock solemnly)-. You’re a wealthy man, Thomas. Who
says these are hard times for Merry England? Why, Sir Rolf is
back from the Crusades with rich jewels and silks and spices. Also,
the Archbishop gave a banquet last Friday for fifty noblemen and
their ladies. These are prosperous times for some folk.

Thomas: For the rich! But for me bah!

(He lifts his empty purse in his fist, then flings it to the ground.)

Daniel (ironically ); Not exactly the devil, Thomas. Those deer
have royal blood in them, remember. They’re the King’s very own.
All year ’round the harmless fellows browse in Sherwood Forest.
True, in food they show a preference for the poor man’s garden vege-
tables but you and me ought to be proud to share our humble
fare with royal deer royal deer, Thomas.

(Page 16)
Fifth Forester: Right!

(His left hand holds Dickon pinned tight. He raises the sword
in his right hand. For a moment the crowd, terror stricken for
poor Dickon, quiets down, but is tense. Just as the forester is
about to stick the sword into Dickon’s throat, a figure appears on
the ledge of the open window and brings an iron bar down on the
forester’s skull. The forester drops like a log. Daniel stares at
the newcomer, who climbs down from the window and draws a
sword.)

Alan-a-Dalb (grinning and removing his hunchback’s disguise):
Thank these people, Dickon. It was hammers and sickles did it to-
day, not the bows of Robin Hood’s men.

Daniel; Ay, hammers and sickles. {He pauses, smiling, as he
wipes the sweat from his face.) And if every man who uses hammer
or sickle used it as we’ve done, there’d soon be an end of masters.

We Stick Together.
(By Eleanor dayman and Ben Blake. Adapted from Eleanor day-

man’s Story “Bread Line” in the “New Pioneer.”)
(Page 20)'

Lucille; And we march with signs, all around the school building!
Boy; What good would that do?
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Andy: That’s picketing. It’s to show everybody how the school
is treating us.

(The children shout their approval.)
Andy ( his voice rising above the din): We learned a new kind of

lesson today how to get what’s coming to us!!
(The noise continues as the curtain falls.)

(Page

The Rose Bush.
(By Gertrude Chamn.)

Man ( laughing): Oh, beloved Rose Bush, you don’t know the
world, I can see that. That lady never worked in her life.

Rose Bush : Then how did she get the money?
Man: She owns a factory in which many workers slave. That’s

where she gets all her money.

Man (sighs): That may be among bees and ants. But among
humans it is different. Working people receive just enough for them
to keep from starving everything else belongs to the boss. The
bosses have mansions to live in and lovely gardens and money to buy
flowers.

Wind (sadly): Yes. (Suddenly brightens.) But not me. They
can’t capture me. lam the friend of the poor. I fly to all lands. In
the big cities, I stand in front of large ill-smelling cellars and shout
“Freedom! Justice!” To tired overworked people I sing a lullaby:
“Be courageous. Fight! Unite! You will conquer!” They
feel new strength, they know a comrade has spoken to them.
(He giggles.) The rich would like to imprison me, because I carry
that message. At night I rattle their windows so that they become
frightened in their soft beds, and then I cry, “Oh, ho, you big fat
bellied bosses, your time is coming! Make way for the workers of
the world!” At that they are frightened, and then they say, “It was
only the wind.” (He whistles in the direction of the rich woman’s house.
The whistle is heard rattling a window. A shriek is heard. Wind
laughs.) You also can do something, you flowers. Do not bloom for
the rich. . . .

Rose Bush: Listen to me, Wind, I will follow your advice. I will
no longer bloom for the rich.



HOUSE— No. 2100. [June426

The Eye-Opener.
(By Michael Kraike.)

Dennis: Well spoken, Mrs. Garrity! I like your optimism. It’s
the true American spirit!

Jim; It’s American spirits. They try to get us to lap it up and get
drunk on it and forget our troubles.

Jim: Seems to me we’ll have to dump the bosses before we get a
chance to make a decent life of it. It’s your kind won’t give us a
chance to earn rent; then you come by the back way to ask for it.
Well, we’ll be taking it soon. There’s my optimism.

Dennis; I see you’re not only a revolutionary, but you listen to
the Germans. Why don’t you go there and join the Heinies for the
next war?

Jim: ’Cause there’ll be an army here to fight in. It ain’t gonna be
Germans against anybody next time. My kind is gonna fight your
kind! . . .

Jim; . . . Did you see though? When I hit him, he fell. Opened
his eye, he hollered. We’ll open the eyes of them all! And we’ll open
the eyes of the rest of my kind, too. Every working man and woman
in the land. Get it straight, Mary. The harder those big-bellies
make it for us, the harder we’ll make it for them. We’ve got mighty
good eye-openers right here. (Raises his fists aloft.)

Jackie: Pop, I peeked! I saw you hit him. Oh, boy you’re
stronger’n Dempsey.

Jim (lifts the child high up and looks at him ): So are j'ou, Jackie.
Only you don’t know it yet.

(Page 45)

Oscar Sapp.
(By Harold Coy.)

Chairman (in front of curtain): .. . Radicals, for example, are
frequently charged with failing to see the capitalist point of view. Id
order to atone for this alleged shortcoming, we have decided to offer
this one-act play, written altogether from the point of view of the
capitalist.

The object of the play, as you have no doubt guessed, is to present
particularly to the young, the wonderful opportunities for success
that await the youth of this land of opportunity under capitalism.
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Millionbucks: Oh, yes. There is just one more question I must
ask you before I take you into my employ. Are you a Bolshevik?

Oscar (painfully shocked): Oh, no, sir! I love my home and my
country and my God too much for that!

Millionbucks: Ah, now I love to hear you talk like that!

Millionbucks: And especially let me caution you to keep away
from the reds, the Young Communist League. I tell you, they are a

bad bunch! My last office boy was a member of the Young Com-
munist League, and he absolutely refused to work more than 8 hours
a day! Such insolence; I had to fire him.

Oscar: Mr. Millionbucks, how could you doubt me? Have I not
heard you say there is nothing you like to see in a young man so much
as loyalty to his employer? Yes, I shall remain faithful until death!
What have I in common with those lowly swine, those working men
who bend your pretzels? I wear a white collar and work in the office
next to you.

Pagi

Why?
(By Harry Meloff.)

Paul: Where do all your eggs go to?
Hen: To the city.
Paul: Who eats them there?
Hen : The rich people, the rich people
Paul: Why don’t I ever have an egg? I’m always so hungry, you

know.
Hen (sneers): Because you’re a poor have-nothin

Scene 3.
Paul; Do the poor children there get any of the milk?
Cow: Good gracious, Paul, how stupid and inexperienced you are.

From the milk they make delicious cream, for fine cakes and pud-
dings, and these are bought by rich people.

(Page 56;

Dryad: Yes, little Paul. But do not ask the rich. They will not
answer you, because if they did, they would have to say, “The world
is such a bad place for poor people, because we, the rich, are greedy,
selfish, vile!” And no person likes to say that about himself. But
go to the poor people. Ask them; “Why do you who work hard eat
dry bread, while the rich eat cake? Why are your children pale,
thin, and ill, while the rich children are rosy and healthy? Why does
your long life of toil end in the poor house, whereas the lazy grafters
are well taken care of in their old age, resting luxuriously from their
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lives of idleness?” Ask the poor people these questions so long and
so often that they will fall upon the structure of injustice like a ham-
mer and smash it! Will you do it, little Paul?

Paul (bravely): Yes, I’ll do it
Page 58'

ilice in Hungerland.
(By Sasha Small.)

Mad Hattbb: If my factories were only running, Fd give my
workers another wage cut, to even out my loss in profits.

Page 60)

Alice; I mil talk! I’ve been listening to this nonsense long enough
(turns to the hungry people) and so have you! Here is all this food,
and you let this crazy March Hare, and this Mad Hatter, stand be-
tween you and the food. And as for you (turning to the Dormouse),
letting them punch you, and pinch you, and doing whatever they
say. Wake up, look around you; there’s nothing to be afraid of.
They’re not as strong as they look, and there are so many of you. You
mustn’t stand out there, and wait for them to throw you some crumbs.
You must take what really belongs to you.

(While Alice is speaking, a procession marches on the stage.
The costumes should be made of big squares of cardboard, painted
like playing cards. The King of Hearts and the Queen of

Hearts, representing puppet rulers of our governments, the White
Rabbit, a boot-licking official, and the rest of the court enter on
to the stage.)

Page 61
White Rabbit: Silence in the court! I will now read the new

evidence.
The Judge said to a Boy,
Whose first name was Roy,
I won’t lynch you this time;
We will go to the law,
I will prosecute you.
Come, I’ll have no denial,
We shall have a trial,
We must have one more lynching
To keep all your race
Subdued and subjected
And put in their place.
I am the Judge,
I’ll fix the jury,
I’ll fix the whole show,
And condemn you to death.
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Queen : But, my dear, that’s from the other trial you know,
the one with the nine Negro boys. Let’s get this one finished more
quickly. {To the jury.) Sentence first, verdict afterwards.

The Hungby People {yell): You are nothing but a pack of cards!
(One of the Hungry People recites the following poem)

1
This whole trial is a frame-up
You’ve had many before;
But we tell you the game’s up,
We’ll be silent no more!

9

You may try to seem lawful,
And play the game right;
But with nonsense so awful
Right here in our sight

3,

You can fool us no longer,
About your great powers.
We’ll grow stronger and stronger.
Till the future is ours.

The Paris Commune
(Adaptation by Ben Blake.)

(The lines of this piece, slightly modified, are from a re
the Jack London Group of Newark. The recitation
an accompaniment to moving tableaux and sound effect

ation by
given as

•cit
is

i.)

Page 61
5. The workers are victoriou;

The Red Flag flies!
The workers hold Paris
for 73 days!
A workers government
for 73 days!
The Paris Commune lives
Lives!

The workers government is destroyed
8. Why is this?
9. Because in 1871 the so-called lovers of democracy abandoned the

workers of Paris.
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10. Because in 1871 the working class of France was still unorganized.
11. Because in 1871 the workers of Paris had not yet learned that the

enemy must be crushed completely.
12. Because in 1871 the workers of the world did not fight for the

workers of Paris!
13. Comrades!

Did the workers of Paris die for nothing'
No!
As Karl Marx said
“Forever enshrined in the great heart of the proletariat
The Paris Commune lives!

14. The heroic Paris Commune has its successor
The Paris Commune of today —•

Only larger, surer, mightier
Is
The Soviet Union!

15. You You —You
Will you let the enemy destroy us?
No! No! No!
We must unite!
We must fight!
For the Soviet Union.
Unite and Fight
for a Workers’, Government
in a Workers’ World!

(Page 69)

When You Are Older
(By Ben Blake.)

Voice: November 7th, 193-. Today we celebrate the -th anni-
versary of the Russian Revolution. Today in the Soviet Union
wages going up, working day growing shorter, a new world being
built.

(If you present this play during other months than November,
change the opening sentences spoken by the Voice to this:)

Voice; Seventeen years ago there took place the great Russian
Revolution. Today, the dark land that was the Russia of the Czars
has been transformed into the Soviet Union, with no unemployment,
no hunger, no bosses. Today in the Soviet Union wages going up,
working day growing shorter, a new world being built. .

. .

Ivan: Say, I asked you before! What’s wrong with the Bolsheviks?
Man: My dear little man, you’re too young to understand. The

Bolsheviks have overthrown the government, have butchered all our
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great leaders, and are running through the streets killing everyone
they meet!

Olga: The Bolsheviks?
Man: Certainly! They’ve kicked out every gentleman and man

of learning. They’ve called together a congress of all the worst ele-
ments of Russia ignorant workers from the factories, the poorest
and dirtiest of the peasants, and a lot of the common soldiers
and sailors. And now they are actually fighting to take the power
away from our democratic government, and hand it over to the Soviets,
the rabble, the masses. {With a superior smile.) Imagine a govern-
ment run by the masses! It couldn’t last three days! The masses
humph!

(A couple of shots are fired outside. The Man cowers.)
Voice: All power to the Soviets!

Voice: All power to the Soviets!

(Page 71)

Charlie: Whoa, whoa; one at a time, kids! I got in this morn-
ing, sent as a delegate from my regiment to the All-Russian Congress
of Soviets. We voted to kick out Kerensky and his bosses’ govern-
ment.

.

. .

Charlie: Listen! We’re firing on the Winter Palace! That’s
where the whole bosses’ bunch is! It’s the real Revolution beginning
at last. . . .

Charlie: Do you hear that? All power to the Soviets! That’s
us! All power to the councils elected by the soldiers, workers, and
peasants! That’s what we Bolsheviks have been saying for months

and tonight it comes true!

(Page 72)

Charlie ; . . . And every worker and farmer in the world will be a
soldier in the Red Army fighting for freedom. (Pauses for a moment.)
Well, I got to be leaving now, kids.

Olga: Where are you going
Charlie: Well, today at the Congress of Soviets they asked for

volunteers to go back to the battlefront as agitators, to tell the truth
about what’s happening here; to win over the undecided soldiers
for the Revolution! I volunteered, and I have to go right away.

(Cannon boom twice.)
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(Page 73)

(. . . They wave their hands, and their red kerchiefs after him, while
from outside rises the sound of Red Guards singing, in which the children
join):

We’re marching towards the morning
We’re struggling comrades all.

Our aims are set on victory
Our enemies must fall.

With ordered step, red flag unfurled,
We’ll build a new and better world.

We are the Youthful Guardsmen of the Proletariat
We are the Youthful Guardsmen of the Proletariat!

Some Pointers on Staging.
(Page 77) While it is generally wise to follow closely the text of a

good play, it will oftenbe advisable to
Adapt the play to special conditions

Localizing:
(a) Substituting the name and events of a local strike or incident

for the strike or incident named in the play. . .
.

The chief dramatic quality of action is conflict a struggle between
two people or two sides, which when finally settled brings the play to
an end. Conflict should always be brought out sharply.

The International Workers Order agrees with the
Communist Party that one of the best methods of stimu-
lating the class struggle and providing proletarian edu-
cation is by the systematic distribution of literature.

From “First Five Years of International Workers
Order, 1930-1935,” page 96:

. . . This literature department must not only make available for
circulation and distribution literature in general. It must stimulate
the study of specific literature pertaining to specific current questions.
It must build an apparatus for the distribution of such literature,
agitational mass literature as well as educational literature of a large
volume. .

.

.

A picture of this Literature Department, the national
center, is reproduced in the quoted volume. This photo-
graph reveals on the shelves works of Marx, Lenin,

I. W. O. Publications.



HOUSE —No. 2100.1938.] 433

Stalin and of other Soviet writers. We have shown that
the I. W. 0. uses the Communist news publications and
magazines. It also uses the publications of the Inter-
national Publishers and the Workers Library Publishers,
which are presses of the Communist Party in this country.
In addition, the I. W. 0. produces and distributes text-
books and study courses in the numerous languages of
its sections. Even primers for small children are in-
cluded.

The “New Pioneer” has been the magazine shared by
the I. W. O. Juniors and other children’s organizations
of the Communist Party. “The New Order”is the official
magazine of the I. W. O. In this magazine pages are
also devoted to the Juniors. Herewith we quote typical
offerings.

From “The New Order,” January, 1937, page 11:

Our Spring
(By Langston Hughes

They can do what they will with Angelo Herndon, but there will
come thousands of Angelo Herndons. They may succeed in killing,
one, two, or even a score of working class leaders but you cannot
kill the working class. (Angelo Herndon at his trial.)

Bring us with our hands bound
Our teeth knocked out,
Our heads broker
Bring us shouting curses, or crying,
Or silent as tomorrow
Bring us to the electric chi
The shooting wall,
Or the guillotine
But you can’t kill
All of us.

You can’t sil
All of us.

You can’t stop
All of us.
Kill Vanzetti
In Boston and
Dimitroff rises
In Germany
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We’re like those rivers
That fill with the melted inow in spring

And flood the land in all
Directions.
Our spring has come.
The pent-up snows
Of all the brutal years
Are melting beneath the rising sun of revolution
The rivers of the world
Will be flooded with the strength
And you will be washed away
You murderers of the people
Killers and cops and soldiers,
Priests, and kings and billionaires.
Diplomats and liars,
Makers of guns and gas and guillotines
You will be washed away,

And the land will be fresh and clean again
Denuded of the past
For time has given us
Our Spring
At last.

From “The New Order,” April, 1937, page 12

May Day of Triumph!
(By Louis Bedenz.)

This is a throbbing, triumphant May Day. You can hear the
sound of the American workers’ voices, singing their battle cry of
freedom in every corner of the land.

. . . They are on the picket lines and in the sit-downs, by the
thousands and the hundreds of thousands. They have tasted victory
over giant trustified enemies, hitherto said by the timid and corrupt
to be impregnable. They are moving to change this America from a

mere “immensity of wheels made up of wheels oiled with human
sweat and glittering with the heat of ladled steel’’ to one in which
industrial democracy begins to prevail.

This is the most joyous May Day for the American working people
since that morning of battle in 1886 when America gave this labor
holiday to the workers of the world.

. . . That for which Gene Debs amd Bill Haywood fought, that
for -which Tom Mooney and Jim McNamara were sent to jail, that
which the steel workers in 1919 under the dynamic leadership of Wil-
liam Z. Foster sought to achieve, is now coming to pass before our
very eyes.
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The industrial union movement of 1937, under the leadership of the
■Committee for Industrial Organization, is planting the standards of
unionism on the gigantic mass production industries. America’s un-
organized millions rally to that standard, with courage and deter-
mination.

't-Downs Make History (A May Day of Triumph!)
(Page 12) Consider the courageous sit-down strikers at Flint,

holding the fort for 44 days, against police and vigilante force and
the threat of more force. Consider their emerging in triumph —to
the General Motors Settlement. Is not that a bright page in auto-
mobile history in contrast to those darker days of repeated defeat
through the power of the Auto Trust and the betrayal of corrupt
leaders?

.
. . Consider all those thousands of other workers in the 5 and

10 cent stores, in department stores, in cigar factories, in printing
establishments, in all sorts of other trades and occupations striking
home for the union on the wave of the great sit-downs in the basic
industries. Consider the textile and oil workers, and all those others,
preparing for nation-wide fights for unionism after long, oppressive
years.

(Page 13) ... They can see that the solidarity which led them to
these union advances can bring to them a guarantee of civil liberty
and other democratic rights, when transferred into political unity

a National Farmer-Labor Party. They can see the beginnings of
that political unity in the development of Labor’s Non-Partisan
League throughout the States,

.

. .

. . . Above all, we can hail the land of Socialism, the Soviet Union,
which now approaches the twentieth anniversary of its foundation.
Today it is the bulwark of peace and of democracy halting world
war through its peace policy aiding in every way the battle for demo-
cratic rights throughout the world.

Marching thousands of this day heartened by the great advances
made can lift these banners high: “Organize the unorganized!
Build a powerful, united labor movement! Abolish the usurped

POWERS OF THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT! AID THE STRUGGLE
FOR DEMOCRACY AND PEACE IN SPAIN! SUPPORT THE PEACE POLICY
of the Soviet Union, the land of Socialism!”

The I. W. 0., as is evident from the foregoing, is
actively engaged in advancing Communistic activity
behind a screen of “fraternalism.” There were no avail-
able means by which the Commission could obtain accu-
rate data as to the number of its members in Massachu-
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setts. Much of the material requested of and promised
by Brodsky never was received. Its activities are beyond
the scope of its powers. We recommend an investigation
into the affairs of this organization by the State Com-
missioner of Insurance.

Legislation is proposed as noted in Appendix K hereto
attached.

As basic strategy, Lenin taught: “We must build
Communism with non-Communist hands.” Therein lies
the importance of fringe organizations.

In some instances only a hair line differentiates between
a fringe organization and one of the component parts
of the Communist Party. In the fringe groups ordinarily
are included mass memberships, who enter perhaps un-
aware that they are coming under Communist sponsor-
ship. When they learn of it, in many instances they have
either been erroneously convinced of peaceful, helpful
intentions of Communists, or their fervor to fight for
peace and against the Fascists blinds them to the fact
that they are helping to bring upon themselves equal
suppression and equal tyranny from the Left-Wingers.

Communist-created fringe organizations in the I nited
States number in the hundreds. They come and go for
particular purposes. They change their names over
night. Most of them either are at present represented
in this Commonwealth or have been in the past.

The practice of forming a fringe organization or gain-
ing fringe support ordinarily is undertaken by indirect
methods. Some prominent person or persons sympathetic
to Communism or Socialism, but not publicly associated
with the Communist Party, will, in turn, enlist the
sympathy of a number of other prominent persons who
are unaware of that association and who may have no

inkling whatsoever that their names and their influence
are to be used by the Communist Party for its own
purposes.

Communism Fringe Organizations.
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Subsequent to the smashing of the world’s second
largest Communist Party in Germany and the rise to
power of Hitler, with his policies of conquest and aggres-
sion and the endangering of Russia’s safety, fringe organi-
zations have been multiplied in the U. S. A. and their
members mobilized in a fight for “peace” and against
Fascism. Hundreds of thousands of those members are
unaware that the “peace” referred to is peace for the
Soviet Union as distinct from peace for the United
States of America.

It is significant that from press and platform, by
broadside and broadcast, Fascism alone is depicted a
hydra-headed monster seeking to enslave our country.
None of these energetic persons speak or print the very
obvious fact that Bolshevism also has well-developed
tentacles, and that it has also a keenly organized offensive
which seeks to put American people in serfdom. Basicly,
the entire strategy and purpose behind all of the fringe
organizations are found in two slogans:

1. Defend the Soviet Union.
2. Build a Soviet America.

In order to lure masses to their support, we find a
sudden and insincere, incompatible and ludicrous, love of
“democracy” on the part of the Communists. Defence
of democracy from a group that intends to impose a
tyrannous autocracy upon the United States, - a group
which rules Russia by fear, “liquidation” and dictation.
They point to the new constitution of the U. S. S. R.
as proof of democratic government. To be sure, there
is a new constitution, an imitation of western democracy,
a fanciful symbol, which in reality protects the dictator-
ship which now rules Russia. Even that constitution
calls for mandatory universal military training.

At the same time the Communist and allied groups,
in the name of “peace,” demanding disarmament of the
United States and persuading the youth to take the
Oxford pledge, by wdiich the taker swears to refuse to



HOUSE —No. 2100 [June438

bear arms in defence of the U. S. A. in any war it may
undertake.

According to the Workers School outline of study,
Marxism-Leninism 11, on page 12, under Section IV,
No. 6:

The fight for peace is to defend the Soviet Union.

This is particularly significant in light of the fact that
not one member of the Communist Party who testified
before this Commission would state that he would support
the U. S. A. in the event of a war between this Nation
and the Soviet Union. The consistent and universal
answer to the question, “In the event of a war between
the United States and Soviet Russia, would you support
the United States?” was, “I cannot conceive” of the
possibility of such a situation arising.

Thus we have constant attempts to radicalize our
National Guard and the Federal defence forces. And
yet Russia maintains the largest armed force in the
world. Its official newspapers and publications con-
stantly glorify the might of the Red Army; every male
citizen of Russia must undergo military service. Com-
munist witnesses and publications have said that Soviet
America will be patterned upon Soviet Russia. There-
fore we may expect nation-wide militarism in the United
States if the Communists achieve their objective.

Thus we have the demands from the Communist fringe
or allied groups that, in the name of “civil liberties,”
both citizen and alien radicals may preach and agitate
for destruction of the American system of government.
This from a group which, where it is in power, answers
free speech or unauthorized thinking with prison or
bullets.

The above subjects civil liberties, peace, democracy
and anti-fascism are the main issues on which fringe
organizations are built.

It is of great value to the Communist Party to secure
the publicly expressed support of prominent persons in
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its cause. A well-known Communist saying the same
thing or appealing for a given purpose might be suspected
as to his intentions. Therefore Communists utilize to
their own ends persons whose connections argue against
Communist affiliation. Of great benefit, then, is the
leadership for “civil liberties,” “peace,” “democracy” of
Harry F. Ward of the Union Theological Seminary, or
the Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr, whose lectures are sponsored
in Massachusetts by non-Communist groups, or of offi-
cials of the American Civil Liberties Union, or of the
Massachusetts Civil Liberties Committee. It is equally
strengthening to the United Front when the Federal
Council of Churches reprints bulletins from the Com-
munist press; or when the Methodist Federation for
Social Service gives its support, or when the Church
League for Industrial Democracy likewise circulates
publications and propaganda prepared by Communist
allies, or, for local illustration, a Unitarian church in
Wellesley which recently reprinted an item (herein else-
where quoted) from the “Daily Worker” in its church
bulletin.

There is an appeal and seemingly disarming sincerity
when a national figure such as Congressman Bernard of
Minnesota comes to Massachusetts, lecturing in such
places as Brookline and Boston, to help build the Ameri-
can League for Peace and Democracy. Or when Con-
gressman Jerry O’Connell of Montana warns from the
platform at Ford Hall, Boston, and by nation-wide radio
hook-up, brought to Massachusetts by a Boston station,
that our greatest danger today is from “Fascism,” a
term which O’Connell apparently uses synonymously
with that which is opposed to Communism.

O’Connell had recently returned from a personally
conducted tour of Leftist Spain. The “Daily Worker”
and other Communist organs published copious reports
and many pictures of that tour, and devoted much space
to approving comment of O’Connell’s activities.

From a study of the detailed activities and propaganda
of some of the fringe organizations, such as the American
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League for Peace and Democracy, the American Youth
Congress, and the American Student Union, and others
given elsewhere in this report, their objectives become
apparent.

There is another phase to fringe organizations which
is important from the Communists’ viewpoint; that is,
the recruiting of likely Party workers. (For one example
see the letter quoted in the introduction to the portion
of this report devoted to Communistic activities.)

Some of the expectations which Communist leadership
has in fringe organizations, as well as contradictions of
its avowed policy, are expressed by Browder in “Build
the United People’s Front” (published by Workers Li-
brary Publishers, January, 1936):

(Page 9) . . . What must we do? We must find that decisive link
in the present class struggle which will enable us best to prepare the
toilers for the coming great battles of the second round of revolutions.
And what is that link? It is the united front against fascism and war.

(Page 10)
... It is the link that will fuse the proletariat into a

single mass political army and will insure its victory in the struggle
against fascism, against the power of capital, for the dictatorship of the
proletariat, and for the power of the Soviets.

(Page 12) . . . Can anyone doubt today that the Soviet Union
tries with all its might to prevent war? Can anyone doubt that the
Soviet Union is the chief bulwark for peace in the world, not because
it is weak, but precisely because it has grown strong and powerful, and
demonstrates that Socialism means peace, in contrast to fascism which
is the chief threat of war?

(Page 13) Anyone who advocates hostility to the Soviet Union,
and breaking of relations with the Soviet Union, is himself a friend
of the war makers, and a friend of fascism.

(Page 20) Much also has been said by our enemies to discredit
the peace strategy of the Seventh Congress of the C. 1., especially its
rallying call to the toilers of all countries to defend the Soviet Union, the
bulwark of socialism and peace. We must say that no matter how
much misrepresentation and slander are directed against this slogan,
it is unable to obscure for the masses the main idea. . . .

... If the commencement of a counter-revolutionary war forces
the Soviet Union to set the workers’ and peasants’ RedArmy in motion
for the defense of socialism, then the Communists will call upon all
toilers to work with all means at their disposal and at any price for the
victorv of the Red Army over the armies of the imperialists
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(Page 20) What practical tasks follow from this examination of
the war dangers? We would summarize the practical tasks of the
day in six points

1. To secure the adoption of resolutions condemning the fascist
war makers and declaring support of their victims, in all trade u
and all other organizations of workers, farmers, and middle classes,
in churches, schools, clubs, etc., everywhere. This is the first, most
simple, most immediate and universally applicable line of struggl

for peace
2. To organize mass meetings, demonstrations, parades of all

kinds, small and large. To popularize and dramatize this anti-war
program and bring it sharply to the attention of masses not yet aware
of the iss

3. To place emphatically before the President and Congress, by
leans of these actions, the demand for enforcement of a complete

•n trade and loans for Italy
(Page 21) 4. To do everything possible to bring together all the

>eace forces in every locality, and in the nation, into a great concen-
tration for peace, into a great National Congress for peace and against
war and fascism. For this purpose we must mobilize support every
where for the coming Third United States Congress Against War
and Fascism. .

. . This great anti-war congress, which already repre-
sents the largest united front ever built in America, is one of the most
strategic importance at the present time

acy of small actions should remem-
down of the Nazi flag from the

hole world and is still the subject

Those who doubt the eff
her the historic case of the tearir
steamship Bremen, that shook the
of conversation among all the mass in Germany and in Europe

ialists and Communists in6. To secure united action bet
the United States.

Religion

The issue of religion, with respect to this investigation,
was first raised by the Communist Party of Massachu-
setts. Prior to the start of hearings, Philip Frankfeld,
State Secretary of the Party, and others, prepared a so-
called “Confession of Faith” which they submitted to
the Commission and later printed and sold as propaganda.
Therein they raised many questions and answered them
according to their present tactics. It is doubtful if the
Commission, recognizing and believing in the freedom of
conscience and in all rights constitutionally guaranteed,
would have touched on the Communists’ militant enmity
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to religion had it not been publicly raised by the “Con-
fession of Faith,” and falsely explained therein. On
page 21 of the printed version Frankfeld el als. wrote:

Often we have been charged with being anti-religious, and have
been accused of attacking religion. This is part of the campaign of
misrepresentation against us. . . . We were accused of distributing
circulars attacking religion.

We asked the gentleman who made the charge to produce the cir-
cular. It was not produced. It could not be produced for the simple
reason that we never have and never will issue any leaflets

AGAINST RELIGION

Possibly the authors felt safe in limiting circulation to
“leaflets,” because they cannot successfully uphold the
first part of their assertion. Even as to “leaflets” we
present the following, which was distributed by Com-
munists to an audience at Symphony Hall, Boston,
which included many children, at a showing of the Soviet
film,y*The Beauty and the Bolshevik:”

Onward Christian soldiers,
Now we know your game

Black man, Jew and gentile
You murder just the same

Indian, Scot and Irish,
Egyptians, score on score,

With the cross that murdered Jesi
Going on before.

The “Christ - ’ (his mystic watchword)
The banker hides behind,

And keeps his murderous purpose
Unknown to your simple mind.

The German Christian soldiers
Were doped to shed your gore

With the cross that murdered Jesi
Always on before

Onward Christian soldier:
We long have known your game

The banker is your “master,”
Just a mask in Jesus’ name

The parson, priest, and rabbi
Are but his servile toot

And the blood-stained cross of Jes
Now leads, not men but fool
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In another section of this report, giving chronological
sketches of Communist activities, there are cited anti-
religious activities. Elsewhere, when we have quoted
from publications, songs, plays and stories for youth
and children used by the Young Communist League and
the International Workers Order, it is to be noted that
much of their content is an attack on religion. The
“Daily Worker,” “New Masses,” foreign language
papers, and others issuing from Communist presses con-
stantly include such attacks by word and cartoon. In
modern language their “toleration” is rather aptly ex-
pressed by Comrade Langston Hughes, one of the mem-
bers of the Revolutionary Writers Federation;

( Christ.
isten, Christ

You did all right in your day, I reckon
But that day now

They ghosted you up a swell story, too,
Called it Bible
But it’s dead no-
The popes and the preachers’ve
Made too much money from it.
They’ve sold you to too many
Kings, generals, robbers, and killer:
Even to the Czar and Cossack
Even to Rockefeller’s church
Even to the “Saturday Evening Post
You ain’t no good no more
They’ve pawned you till you’ve done wore out.
Goodbye, Christ Jesus Lord God Jehovah,
Beat it on away from here now.
Make way for a new guy with no religion at all
A real guy named
Marx Communist Lenin Peasant Stalin
Worker ME
I said ME!
Go ahead on now

You’re getting in the way of things, Lord
And please take Saint Ghandi with you when you go,
And Saint Pope Pius,
And Saint Aimie McPher;
And big black Saint Becton
Of the Consecrated Dime,
And step on the gas, Christ!
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MOVE!
Don’t be so slow about movin’!
The world is mine from now on
And nobody’s gonna sell MI
To a king, or a general,
Or a millionaire.

The Revolutionary Writers Federation is the American
section of the Soviet International Union of Revolutionary
Writers, or the International Bureau of Revolutionary
Literature. Its membership comprises a large group of
Left-Wing authors. This group has issued its own organ,
called “International Literature,” on the staff of which
has served

Upton Sinclair,
A. Magil.

Michael Gold
John Dos Bassos,
Walter Carmen.
Fred Ellis.

Emjo Basshe
Theodore Dreiser
Ed. Falkowski.
Josephine Herbst
Louis Lozowick.
Myra Page.

Joseph Freeman.
Langston Hughes.
Joshua Kunitz.
Norman Macleod.
Horace Gregory.
Mary Heaton Vorse.
John Herrmann.
Whittaker Chamber
Melvine P. Levy.
Keene Wallis.

Agnes Snedley.
Jack Conroy.
Herman Spector.
Charles Yale Harrison
Harry Alan Potamkin.
Joseph Kalar.

Incongruous as may seem a collaboration between the
Communist Party and religious groups, none the less it
is an accomplished fact. By the newer tactic of a
'“United Front” with Socialist and liberal groups, and
by denial, the Communists have been able to penetrate
■some church groups and church organizations and enlist
them as co-workers for “peace” and anti-Fascism, and
in campaigns on social and political problems. Thus we
find in the Communist fringe organizations some clergy-
men, and teachers and students in theological seminaries.
Some of these religious leaders and groups knowingly
advance the Communist Party’s cause side by side with
members of the Party, as in the case of
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The Rev. Dr. Harry Ward, 1 head of the American
League for Peace and Democracy (American League
Against War and Fascism), professor at Union Theological
Seminary, New York, and the non-denominational Com-
munity Church of Boston which presents on its programs
many Communist supporters. That organization bade
to its pulpit this season a number of outstanding Com-
munist supporters. The Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr ap-
peared there three times within as many months. He is a
professor at the Union Theological Seminary. His book,
“Moral Men and Immoral Society,” preaches that Social-
ism is the desired end, that to achieve it a violent over-
throw of present society is necessary. The clergy’s
organ for his denomination, “Christian Century Pulpit,”
in its review of Niebuhr’s book, recommended it, saying
in part:

Thus Dr. Niebuhr, though long a pacifist leader, goes over to the
hool of Karl Marx, accepts the class struggle as inevitable and

justified, and offers us in this book his conception of the function of
religion in such a world struggle.

The Rev. Donald Lothrop, leader of the so-called
Community Church, testified before the Commission that
he welcomes Earl Browder and other Communists to his
pulpit, and had approved the selling of Communist liter-
ature to his congregation at such times. Lothrop has
served as an officer of the local chapters of the American
League Against War and Fascism (now the League for
Peace and Democracy), and is a frequent speaker for
them. He also engages in other of what the Communists
designate as “fringe” activities. Lothrop follows the
lead of Roger Baldwin of the American Civil Liberties
Union, by stating that one has the inherent right to
advocate any action, including violence, so long as one
commits no overt act. Thus the agitator who inflames
others to murder would be but exercising his civil rights
and would himself be guiltless. He stated that so long

pul

Y 3. 1938
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as the Communists worked for the same things he believed
in he was their friend. There is no evidence of any
deviation to break the friendship.

The Oxford Oath, so called, which binds the taker to
refuse to defend the United States in any war in which it
might be engaged, has been the essential doctrine of a
number of Communist-controlled organizations. Due to
increased threats to the safety of Soviet Russia, however,
and necessity of effort to line up the United States in
Russia’s defence as a sister “democracy,” that oath has
been dropped by some of them as “unrealistic.” The
oath and “peace,” with accent on the “peace” policy of
Soviet Russia, has been widely tendered to the young
people in the church societies affiliated to the Methodist
Federation for Social Service. In one of the Federation’s
bulletins, signed by Bishop Francis J. McConnell and
said Harry F. Ward, there is stated:

The Federation has continued to co-operate withboards and agencies
within our own church and with manj' groups outside the church
working definitely for a new social order. Among these may be men-
tioned several departments of the Federal Council of Churches, the
American Civil Liberties Union, the League for Industrial Democracy,
Labor Research Association, International Labor Defense. . . .

Of the last three, the first is Left-Wing, working for
overthrow of capitalism. The last two are component
parts of Communist forces in this country.

The Humanist group of the Unitarian Church in its
1937 convention listened to Corliss Lament as chief
speaker. Lament is a Communist “intellectual.”

The editor of the calendar of the Unitarian Church at
Wellesley Hills on December 2, 1937, offered to its mem-
bers, as fact, a quotation from the “Daily Worker,” the
central organ of the Communist Party, U. S. A. It was
amusing, but untrue. It purported to report an exchange
of questions and answers in proceedings before this Com-
mission. No such exchange of questions and answers
took place. A possible basis on which the fabrication
was concocted was the mispronunciation of the word
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"bourgeoisie” by a member of the Commission when
referring to an excerpt from a publication of the Commu-
nist Party. The member so reading was not the member
designated by the “Daily Worker” nor by the church
calendar. This example of literary invention follows the
consistent Communist method of holding up to derision
any part of our bourgeois government. The Unitarian
members of the Commission resent its reprint in any
calendar of a church of their faith.

The Church League for Industrial Democracy, of the
Episcopal Church, is headed by the Rev. William B.
Spofford, who is making current appeal from platform
and by radio for a “People’s Front” government. Prof.
Vida Scudder of Wellesley College has been an official of
the Church League.

Their conventions have been addressed by outstanding
Communists. The Church League ceased printing its
own propaganda and distributes the pamphlets of the
League for Industrial Democracy (a United Front league
without the prefix “Church”). The inference is that the
Church League adopts the aims of its non-sectarian
counterpart. This latter organization is headed by
Robert Morss Lovett, who serves in many organizations
allied to or fringing the Communist Party. Founded as
a militant socialist organization and subsidized by the
Communist-directed Garland Fund, the League for Indus-
trial Democracy propagandizes particularly among college
and seminary students. Its publications have largely
been written by members of the Communist Party and by
its supporters. Their objects of attack have been those
pursued by the Young Communist League and kindred
organizations against military training in schools and
against the evils of the capitalist system. The achieve-
ments of the “workers’ government” in Soviet Russia are
painted in gilded eulogy, and similar socialism is advocated
for the United States.

One of the Communist Party’s organizations which has
attempted wide enlistment of religious groups is the
League for Peace and Democracy (American League
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Against War and Fascism). This League is covered in
another portion of this report.

Peace in the world, better standards of living and
working conditions, greater economic security and oppor-
tunity for cultural enrichment these are purposes for
which every citizen, lay or religious, can work with en-
thusiasm. But these baits of common purpose are
offered to clerics and religious organizations hypocriti-
cally by Communists and supporting Left-Wing groups,
to gain the former’s support in a United Front.

Communists remain, notwithstanding this new ap-
proach, implacable enemies of all organized religion,
whether of the Old or New Testament.

Practice of Marxism-Leninism entails as a basic and
absolute fundamental the ultimate destruction of organ-
ized religion. During the earlier years of the Bolshevik
regime in Russia there were officially reported executions
of about 30 bishops and close to 7,000 priests. The Com-
munists’ explanation of the slaughter as necessary be-
cause the Russian Church was identified with the Czarist
government, and their assurance that in a country such
as ours, where there is separation of church and state,
such extreme measures would not be carried out, does not
fit the doctrine of Marx or Lenin, or the present-day
actual intent of members of the Communist Party. In
the “Communist Manifesto,” issued by Marx and Engel
in the nineteenth century, and forming a framework
upon which Marx, Lenin and Stalin have built the
theory and practice of Communism, we find, on page 27:

. . . Law, morality, religion, are to him [a proletarian] so many
bourgeois prejudices, behind which lurk in ambush, just as many
bourgeois interests.

(Page 45) As the parson has ever gone hand in hand with the
landlord, so has Clerical Socialism with Feudal Socialism. . . . Chris-
tian Socialism is but the Holy Water with which the priest consecrates
the heartburnings of the aristocrat.

William Z. Foster published “Toward Soviet America”
in 1932, before the tactic of the Communist Party had
changed to a bid for United Front support from other
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groups. Therein he explained anti-religious activity in
Russia and forecast what would be done in Soviet
America;

(Page 113) In the U. S. S. R., as part of the general cultural
revolution, religion is being liquidated. Religion, which Marx called
the “opium of the people”, has been a basic part of every system of
exploitation that has afflicted humanity chattel slavery, feudalism,
capitalism. It has sanctioned every war and every tyrant, no matter
how murderous and reactionary. Its glib phrases about morality,
brotherly love and immortality are the covers behind which the most
terrible deeds in history have been done. Religion is the sworn enemy
of liberty, education, science.

(Page 316) Among the elementary measures the American Soviet
government will adopt to further the cultural revolution are the
following: The schools, the colleges, and universities will be co-
ordinated and grouped under the National Department of Education
and its state and local branches. The studies will be revolutionized,
being cleansed of religious, patriotic, and other features of the bourgeois
ideology.

The churches will be free to continue their services, but their special
tax and other privileges will be liquidated. Their buildings will revert
to the State. Religious schools will be abolished and organized reli-
gious training for minors prohibited. Freedom will be established for
anti-religious propaganda.

Recapitulating the last paragraph, we find that the
Communists in a Soviet America will take everything
any church has in the way of property; it will be a crime
to teach religion to children; and the campaigns for ag-
gressive atheism will be followed under government
direction. That is the program in Soviet Russia today.
On the question of peace, Foster wrote (“Toward Soviet
America,” page 326):

Only the proletarian revolution itself can . . . put a final end to
war. Not Christianity but Communism will bring peace on earth.

Communist witnesses before this Commission stated
that Foster would not so write today. That is probably
true. In his latest book, “From Bryan to Stalin” (Inter-
national Publishers, 1937), he still speaks of the “anti-
religious Communist Party.” He significantly writes:
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(Page 300) One of the Party’s important united front advances
... is its more recent practical approach to the religious question,
on the basis long ago laid by Lenin. In consequence, the anti-religious
Communist Party is now to be found in close united front co-operation
with dozens of churches and other religious organizations on questions
of immediate economic and political interest to the toiling masses.

Corliss Lamont advises his fellow Communists now to
make the newer approach (“Science and Society,” a
Marxian Quarterly, Volume 1, No. 4, summer of 1937,
published by Science and Society, Inc., 30 East 20th
Street, New York, N. Y., pages 497 and 498):

. . . But off hand I would suggest that Marxists might make greater
progress philosophically in countries like the United States and Eng-
land if they emphasized some such phrase as “socialist Humanism”,
which is currently used in the Soviet Union.

. . . For this group of contemporary Christian radicals, of whom
we have an impressive number in America, are not sentimentalists.
They are hard-headed and practical. They are realistic about the
forces of evil in existing capitalist society. . . . Hence, Marxists will
find it fruitful, I am convinced, to co-operate with these religious
radicals and moreover, to listen carefully to what they say about
religion and philosophy.

Communist witnesses before the Commission stated
that their fundamental doctrine and present-day prac-
tices of the Communist Party are based upon the teach-
ings of Marx, Engels and Lenin. Stalin and other
leaders cite Lenin and Marx as their authorities and guides.
One of Lenin’s teachings is that Communists shall,
without deviation from essential objectives, adapt their
methods to local and immediate conditions. We present
excerpts from the writings of two Communist leaders, to
indicate how the Communist Party had adapted itself
to win religious organizations. Both books were pur-
chased from the Communists’ Progressive Bookshop, in
Boston, during the course of our investigation and are
among their current literature. One of these books is
entitled “Religion,” by V. I. Lenin, published in 1935 by
International Publishers, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York
(see section herein on “Publications and Book Shops”).
This book is in the nature of a textbook for students of
Communist theory, and represents basic principles.
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The other book is Earl Browder’s “What is Commu-
nism?” (published in 1936 by the Workers Library Pub-
lishers, a Communist press). Browder writes both for a
public outside the Communist Party, and also to orien-
tate his followers in the newer tactics. Both books were
identified by Communist witnesses as presenting correct
doctrine. These printed statements belie the Communist
witnesses’ utterances before the Commission. We pre-
sent the excerpts in juxtaposition:

Lenin (Introduction):

(Page 3) Atheism is a natural and inseparable part of Marxism
of the theory and practice of scientific Socialism.

(Page 6) We said at the beginning of this introduction that Marx-
ism cannot be conceived without atheism. We would add here that
atheism without Marxism is incomplete and inconsistent.

(Page 4) In practice the point . . . was interpreted as meaning:
Religion is a private affair; . . . that it was not the concern of the
Party as to whether a member was religious or not .

. . various sec-
tions of the socialist movement arose which claimed to derive their
socialist principles from religion, for example, the leaders of the Social-
ist Party of America. .

.
.

It is necessary therefore to re-state the attitude of the Communisti
towards religion.

(Page 6) The Party strives for the complete dissolution of the ties
between the exploiting classes and the organization of religious propa-
ganda, facilitates the real emancipation of the working masses from
religious prejudices and organizes the widest possible scientific, edu-
cational and anti-religious propaganda. At the same time it is neces-
sary carefully to avoid giving such offence to the religious sentiments
of believers as only leads to the strengthening of religious fanaticism.

Browder, page 146:
The United Front Work of communists, especially their anti-war

work, brings them into contact with large sections . .
. connected

with church institutions. . . . Communists take their religious beliefs
into account . .

. because we think that religious-minded people will
participate in the Socialist revolution. This does not mean that we
cease to regard religion as a capitalist-controlled institution.

Lenin, page 7:
Religion is the opium of the people. (This aphorism . . . After the

October Revolution .
.

. was engraved on the walls of the former
City Hall in Moscow, opposite the famous shrine of the Iberian Vir-
gin Mother. .

.
.)
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Browder, page 146:
Communists believe, as Marx pointed out, . .

. that the social
function of religion and religious institutions is to act as an opiate.

Lenin, page 9;

. . . Our Party is a league of class-conscious, progressive fighters
for the liberation of the working class. Such a league cannot and
must not be indifferent ... to ignorance or insanity in the shape
of religious beliefs. . . . One of the objects of our organization . .

is precisely to fight against all religious deception. . . . For us, the
ideological struggle is not a private matter but one that concerns the
whole Party, the whole proletariat.

Browder, pages 146-147:
But the Communists maintain that the religious beliefs of a person

are his private concern in relation to the state and governmental
policie!

Lenin, page 10:

Our programme necessarily includes the propaganda of athei;

Browder, pages 146-147:

We stand without any reservations for education that will root
out beliefs in the supernatural, that will remove the religious preju-
dices which stand in the way of organizing the masses for social-
ism. .

.

.

Lenin, page 8:
. . . But under no circumstances we consider it [religion] a privat

matter with regard to our own party.

Browder, page 147
Of course, Communists do not consider religion to be a private

matter insofar as it concerns members in our revolutionary Party. . . .

But as far as religious workers go, the Party does not insist they
abandon their beliefs before they join the Party.

. .

. We subject their
religious beliefs to careful and systematic criticism, and we expect
that they will not be able to withstand this educational process. It
is our experience that their work in the movement will bring them to

the correctness of our viewpoint on this question
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Lenin, page 10

. . . The unity of that genuinely revolutionary struggle of the
oppressed class to set up a heaven on earth is more important to us
than a unity in proletarian opinion about the imaginary paradise
in the sky.

That is why we do not declare, and must not declare in our programme
that we are atheists; . . .

Browder, page 148

It is true that we have learned to be much more careful about the
quality of our mass work in this (religious) field. We take pains not
to offend any religious belief. We don’t want to close the minds of
religious people to what we have to tell them about capitalism. .

.
.

We can well say that the cessation of ineffective, rude and vulgar
attacks upon religion is a positive improvement in our work.

Lenin, page 14:
Marxism is materialism. As such it is as relentlessly opposed to

religion as was the materialism of the Encyclopaedists of the eight-
eenth century. . . . We must combat religion that is the A, B, C
of all materialism, .. . Marxism goes further. It says: ... in
order to do this we must explain from the materialist point of view
why faith and religion are prevalent among the masses.

(Page 16) The Marxist must be a materialist, i.e., an enemy of
religion. But he must be . . . one who fights against religion not
in the abstract . . . but concretely, on the basis of the class-struggle
. . . a struggle which is educating the masses better than anything
else could do. The Marxist must be able to judge the concrete situa-
tion as a whole.

Browder, page 149:
.

. . But these critics do not understand that we Communists do
not distinguish between good and bad religions, because we thinkbad religions, because we think
they are all bad for the ma

Lenin, page 17:
If a priest comes to co-operate with us in our work if he cor

scientiously performs party work, and does not oppose the part
programme —we can accept him into the ranks ... for the corjt the

tradictions between the spirit and principles of our programme, and
the religious convictions of the priest could, in these circumstances, be
regarded as a matter in which he contradicts himself. . . .
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The Communist editor
V. I. Lenin, sums up;

the book “Religion,” byof

From the writings of Lenin the following principles stand out as the
most important;

1. Atheism is an integral part of Marxism. Consequently a class
conscious Marxist Party must carry on propaganda in favour of
atheism. . . .

3. The winning over of the proletariat is accomplished, principally
by dealing with their everyday economic and political interests;
consequently the propaganda in favour of atheism must grow out of,
and be carefully related to, the defense of these interests.

4. The final emancipation of the toiling masses from religion will
occur only after the proletarian revolution, only in a Communist
society. This, however, is not a reason for postponing the propaganda
for atheism. Rather does it emphasize its urgency in subordination
to the general needs of the workers class struggle.

Browder touches on the co-operation the Communist
Party receives from certain church institutions, some of
which have been set forth earlier in this section of our
report.

From “What is Communism?

(Page 148) It is significant that the Communist Party, more than
any other labor group, has been able to achieve successful united
fronts with church groups. . . . This is not due to any compromise
with religion, as such, on our part. In fact, by going among the
religious masses, we are for the first time able to bring our anti-
religious ideas to them.

(Page 149) Our aim is to remove all obstacles that stand in the
way of mobilizing the religious masses of this country into a move-
ment against fascism and war. This is especially important work
because the greatest organized section of our population is in or
around church groups.

By gaining support of religious bodies for a so-called
“peace” and anti-Fascist program the Communist
Party, U. S. A., seeks to protect the Soviet Union and to
follow instructions given by the Thirteenth Plenum of
the Executive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional, Moscow (Workers Library Publishers), pages
26-27:
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IV. The Tasks of the Communist Partie
Firstly, the Communist Parties must do all in their power not to

permit an imperialist, out-and-out reactionary war of the capitalist
world against the Soviet Union, the fatherland of all the toilers and tire
bulwark of the world proletarian revolution. . . .

This Thirteenth Plenum, as well as the Seventh World
Congress of 1935, and more recent directives from the
Comintern at Moscow, have instructed the Communists
in the United States that they shall exert pressure upon
the United States government, shall organize opinion
among labor unions, church groups, and youth organiza-
tions, to the end that hatred shall be roused towards
Japan, Germany, Italy; that Franco’s forces in Spain
shall be impeded; that the Leftist government in Spain
shall be aided; and that Soviet Russia shall be supported
against all of its potential enemies.

Communists in Massachusetts use the lure that they
are the defenders of civil and religious rights as opposed
to Fascist oppressors. That tolerance of civil and reli-
gious liberties does not exist in the Soviet Union has
been amply demonstrated by past, as well as current,
“purges” there.

Wrote Browder, of success in winning religious groups
in this country, in “What is Communism?” on page 148:

We have been able to unite with them (church groups) because we
have been able to convince many church leaders, and especially their
followers, of the necessity for unity if we are to protect our rights,
among them religious freedom, which are endangered by the rise of
fascism. They have found that it is the anti-religious Communists
who fight for freedom of religious belief. They have seen that it is
the fascists, who supposedly march under the flag of religion, as in
Germany, who destroy all freedom including religious freedom.
Hence, many church organizations have joined in the broad united
front against war and fascism, and are glad to find the anti-religious
Communists fighting alongside of them, shoulder to shoulder.

ithin the past few years, and actively at the present
time, great effort has been made to swing mass youth
organizations, such as the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. A.,
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organizations of Hebrew youth, and of boys’ and girls’
clubs into participation with peace and youth organiza-
tions fringing and satellites to the Communist Party and
the Young Communist League. These latter organiza-
tions include the American League for Peace and Democ-
racy, the American Student Union, and the American
Youth Congress.

As Foster, Browder and other authoritative Commu-
nists in the United States pointed out, a Soviet America
will be patterned after Soviet Russia. In Soviet Russia
no organization exists but as an arm of the State. One
such important arm is the League of Militant Atheists
of the Soviet Union. A book entitled “Religion in the
U. S. S. R.,” written by E. Yaroslavsky, president of the
aforesaid League, was published in 1934 by the Com-
munist International Publishers (New York City), and
is currently on sale through all Communist book stores
for the guidance of members of the Communist Party.

From this book we quote;

(Page 12) Those who argue that up till now, we have used only
light artillery” in our anti-religious propaganda, and that now we

must use “heavy artillery” Marx, Engels and Lenin are wrong.
Our Party programs and all our resolutions regarding the question of
religion are permeated with the spirit of this “heavy artillery”
Marx, Engels and Lenin. The point is that now the scope of our
activities has become much wider since the masses have awakened
and are joining the movement. We must work untiringly to develop
a consistent materialistic philosophy among the masses.

(Page 13) ... The anti-religious movement will intensify the
campaign of lies and slander now being waged by all the pillars of the
church against the Soviet Union. . . . The vast army of exploiters
and priests of all the religious creeds all over the world realize that
the day when the earth will tremble beneath their feet is drawing
near. That is why the rise of the mass atheist movement imposes
upon the Communist Parties the task of increasing the anti-religious
struggle.

(Page 14)
... An anti-religious center must be created to assist

the Communist Parties of all countries to guide this constantly grow-
ing movement against religion and the clergy, because this is a part
of the class struggle and as such is not only inevitable, but an essen-
tial part of the struggle against the capitalist world, part of the
struggle for Communism.
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(Page 28) , . . The school must not stand aloof in the struggle
against religion: it must educate children in an anti-religious spirit,
because it must not be forgotten that at present the home influences
of the child are still religious. The school must counteract the harmful
religious influence.

(Pago 36) . . . The Catholic Church aids and abets the fascists
in their struggle against the revolutionary workers’ movement, and
it joins the chorus of all the other churches who are clamoring for war
against the U. S. S. R.

But the Catholic Church does not stand alone. Every other ecclesi-
astical organization Lutheran, Anglican, Jewish, Buddhist, Mo-
hammedan and others, likewise helps the capitalists. . . .

(Page 37) . . . The clergy continue as hitherto to hoodwink the
people, assuaging their rising rebelliousness with such quackery as:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are those who hunger and
thirst.”

. . . The lead in these religious organizations is increasingly taken
by prominent capitalists like Henry Ford, billionaire owner of automo-
bile and tractor plants; John D. Rockefeller, Jr., leading Wall Street
financier, or that well-known politician, Lloyd George, a fervent
Baptist, and leader in the world slaughter of 1914-1918. No Baptist
would think of condemning Lloyd George for this. On the contrary,
he is held in very great esteem by them, otherwise our Russian Baptists
would not have called him, “Our brother in Christ.”

What about the Jewish religion? It is of very great value to the
Jewish capitalists, who, with the help of the rabbis, and the ancient
“sacred” Hebrew tongue (which throws glamour over their innumer-
able mummeries) hold the people in bondage.

All the other religions perform similar services for their respective
capitalist masters.

Despite the fact that the government of the Soviet
Union directs the units of the Communist Party in the
United States in a program of political action, Yaro-
slavsky tirades against citizens of “capitalist states”
who oppose the internal government of Soviet Russia
partly because of its suppression of religious liberty.

From “Religion in the U. S. S. R.,” page 17.
. . . this whole campaign, in which members of governments of

capitalist states are taking part, and which is being carried on openly
in the bourgeois press, is nothing but interference in the internal affairs
of the Soviet Union.

. .

.

Concerning atheism as fundamental Leninism, Yaro-
slavsky continues:
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(Page 20) . . . Every Leninist, every Communist, every class-
conscious worker and peasant must be able to explain why a Communist
cannot support religion; why Communists fight against religion;
and every Communist must be able to answer the questions put to
him by his fellow workers on this subject, . . .

(Page 21) The program of the Communist International also
states clearly that Communists fight against religion, as it is a counter-
revolutionary force, an ally and a weapon of the bourgeoisie in its
struggle against the revolutionary movement.

(Page 30) . . . Most Christians believe that life here on earth is
only the preparation for another life which will be an eternal para-
dise . . . the priests of every cult have their own way of deluding
the masses: the Jewish rabbi, the Roman Catholic priest, the Rus-
sian Orthodox priest, the Mohammedan mullah, the Evangelist, Bap-
tist and other ministers of religion, each has his own way of fooling
the people. With their silly tales they stupefy their brains as opium
stupefies and poisons the unfortunate opium smoker. This is why
the greatest thinkers and minds of our time cannot find words more
apt for defining religion than those used by Karl Marx, who called
religion “the opium of the people,” or the words of Lenin who said
that religion is a sort of alcohol which beclouds the minds of people,
who stop seeing the world as it is, and see it as it appears to the be-
fogged, stupefied, poisoned minds of a drunkard or opium smoker.
Religious people see the wnrld and its relationships between man and
man and man and nature, not as they are, but as they are represented
to be by the priests and their religion.

Is it possible to be a Communist and believe in such stuff? Is it
possible to be a Leninist and believe in this mystical mummery?

If the irorld is controlled by god, if the fate of the people is in the
hands of god, his saints, angels, devils, and vends then what sense is

there in the organized struggle of the worlers and peasants, in the crea-
tion of a Leninist Party/ What sense is there in the socialist recon-
struction of society?

(Page 31) ... It is impossible to be a Communist, a Leninist,
and retain the belief that the conditions of fife, of society, of industry,
the weather or an individual’s health, can be influenced by prayers,
by sprinkling “holy water,” by burning incense, or by performing
any other superstitious rites. . .

.

Browder refused to fight in the United States army in
the World War. Communist organizations have been
the foremost instigators of the Oxford Oath, a refusal to
bear arms for the United States in any war. Yaroslavsky
says refusal to bear arms is a “question of 'politics. ’
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(Page 53) But, of course, we
these sectarian organizations do.

must examine very carefully what
We must strenuously fight them

if under the pretense of preaching religious doctrines, they advocate
struggle against the Soviet power and refuse to fulfill various civic
duties. Take, for instance, the Baptists, the Evangelists, and many
others. Under the Tsar they served in the army, repressed the workers
and peasants and defended the land-owners and capitalists. They
served the Tsar and the capitalists loyally and truly. But now, under
the Soviet Government, when it is necessary to defend the cause of
the workers and peasants, they, alleging religious scruples, declare
they are unable to bear arms. This is not a question of religion, but a
question of politics, and counter-revolutionary politics at that!

Under the heading, “How to Carry on Anti-Religious
Propaganda,” some of Yaroslavsky's suggestions are:

(Page 59) Of course, it is possible and necessary to contrast the
two basic factors of modern political life in every field. These are:
The tremendous growth of the U. S. S. R. on the one hand; and the
profound crisis of the whole capitalist world on the other There can
be no doubt that the fact that the new state of the U. S. S. R. is led
by the Communist Party, with a program permeated by the spirit of
militant atheism, gives the reason why this state is successfully sur-
mounting the great difficulties that stand in its way that neither
‘‘heavenly powers” nor the exhortations of all the priests in all the
world can prevent its attaining the aims it has set itself. This fact
affects the minds of the great masses in a revolutionary manner.
The influence of this fact is all the greater for the reason that it is
accomplished by the decay and collapse of the capitalist system
throughout the world, notwithstanding the prayers the priests are
directing to heaven to save the capitalist world from destruction. .

.
.

(Page 61) ... In our work among religious people we must bear
in mind Lenin’s advice to utilize every method available to us, or,
as he said, we must “approach them this way and that way” in order
to stimulate them to criticize religion themselves.

(Page 62) We have continued and must continue to criticize very
strongly those who underestimate the importance of atheist propa-
ganda; . .

(Page 63) ... The growth of godlessness in the United States,
the closing of churches in other countries, are inevitable accompani-
ments of the decay of capitalism. Of course, in these countries, too,
the priests are trying to adapt themselves to the social changes that
are taking place. Whenever necessary they even flirt with socialist
theories. But the exposure of the rdle of the church and of religion
will proceed at a growing pace in the countries of capitalism and create
a mighty arm of militant atheists throughout the world. . . .
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American League Against War and Fascism (American League
for Peace and Democracy).

The American League Against War and Fascism was
organized in 1933. Its name was changed in the latter
part of 1937 to the American League for Peace and
Democracy. The new name corresponds to the present
stance of Communist organizations in promotion of
“peace” and “democracy.”

When this Commission sought information concerning
activities of the League in Massachusetts, it was difficult
to ascertain exactly who was directing its affairs. It has
since appeared that those responsible include function-
aries of the Communist Party, supporters of the said
Party, and allies in the present-day United Front.

Philip Frankfeld, head of the Communist Party in
Massachusetts, testified that Marion Pollard Burrows
(Mrs. George) 12 Wright Street, Cambridge, was district
organizer of the American League Against War and
Fascism in Massachusetts. Other information was given
to the Commission that Mrs. Burrows had been for a
short time a part-time employee on salary, but that she
had little or no knowledge of the League’s current affairs.
Subsequent developments, however, indicate that this
information was wilfully misleading, and that Marion
Burrows is still an active figure in promotion of the
American League for Peace and Democracy in Massa-
chusetts.

Robert Morss Lovett, professor emeritus of Chicago
University, and vice president of the League, came to
Boston and asked that he be permitted to testify. He
stated that there was no organizational connection be-
tween the League and the Communist Party, although
he admitted that the League was initiated by two of the
world’s foremost Communists.

Many points of evidence which will be set forth clearly
indicate that the Communist Party has, since the incep-
tion of the League, been a component and controlling
part of it. “The Daily Worker” of November 29, 1937,
carried:
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Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov. 28. Supporting the proposal of the Na-
tional Executive Committee of the American League Against War
and Fascism, which provides that political parties should not be
represented officially in the organization, Earl Browder, General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party, declared at the Congress of the
League yesterday that the change will open the door to new affilia-
tions.

He deplored the fact that the only political party officially partici-
pating in the broad organization has been the Communist Part}', and
that this has been used in unaffiliated organizations as an obstacle of
joining. He stressed, however, that the Communists will be as
active as ever in the work of the League, and will continue to repre-
sent many unions and fraternal organizations.

Browder’s remarks were followed by those of Dr. Harry F. Ward
National Chairman of the League,
who praised highly the Communist
ing of the American League and the

and Prof. Robert Morss Lovett,
Party’s co-operation in the build-
stand it has taken.

According to a pamphlet
July, 1936, the genesis of
follows:

issued by the League in
this organization was as

. . . The League was established as an organization through the
efforts of the 32 American delegates who attended the historic Am-
sterdam Anti-War Congress, summoned by HenriBarbusse in August,
1932.

Immediately following the Amsterdam Congress, the American
delegates set up an American Committee for Struggle Against War,
composed of 60 members. These people planned the First United
States Congress Against War. The Call was issued by Sherwood
Anderson, Theodore Dreiser, and Upton Sinclair, and the Congress
met in New York City, the latter part of September, 1933. Over
2,600 delegates attended, representing a host of organizations
trade union, farmer, Women’s fraternal, youth, religious, Negro,
veterans, political, and cultural,
establish the American League Ae

These assembled delegate
ainst War and Fascism.

to

According to the witness
Maxim Gorki, well-known

Lovett and other evidence,
Communist of Russia, and

Henri Barbusse, outstanding Communist of France, were
the instigators of the Amsterdam Congress.

At this Congress there were elected as American mem-
bers on the International Committee, Michael Gold,
Harold Hickerson and Ella Reeves (Mother) Bloor,
three well-known Communist leaders in America.
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The call for the First United States Congress Against
War in 1932 listed, for the most part, organizations which
were created or controlled by the Communist Party or
were a part of the United Front. It named:

Supporting Organizations.
American Committee for Struggle Against War.
A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unemployment In ■ance

and Relief.
Anti-Imperialist League of the U. S
Bonus Expeditionary Forces, Rank and File of America,
Committee on Militarism in Education.
Communist Party of the U. S. A.
Conference for Progressive Labor Action.
Farmers National Committee of Action.
Farmers Union Cooperative Marketing Ass’n.
Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Finnish Workers’ Federation.
Friends of the Soviet Union.
“Icon” Ass’n for Jewish Colonization in U. S. S. R.
Intercollegiate Council, League for Industrial Democracy
International Committee for Political Prisoners.
International Labor Defense.
International Workers Order.
John Reed Clubs of the United States
Labor Sports Union.
League for Industrial Democracy.
League of Professional Groups.
League of Struggle for Negro Rights.
Marine Transport Workers IndustrialUnion, I. W. W.
Marine Workers Industrial Union.
Nat’l Committee to Aid Victims of German Fascism
National Farmers Holiday Association.
National Lithuanian Youth Federation
National Miners’ Union.
National Student League.
National Student Committeefor Struggle Against War,
Needle Trades Workers Industrial Union.
Ohio Unemployed League.
Pennsylvania Committee for Total Disarmament
Socialist Party of America.
Steel & Metal Workers Industrial Unioi
Trade Union Unity League.
Unemployed Councils, National Committe
United Farmers League.

United Farmers Protective Ass’n.
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Veterans’ National Rank and File Committee.
War Registers League.
Workers & Farmers Cooperative Unity Alliance.
Workers Ex-Servicemen’s League.
Workers International Relief.
World Peaceways, Inc.
Women’s Peace Society
Workers Unemployed Union, I. W. W.
Young Communist League.
Young Pioneers of America.
Youth Section, American Com. for Struggle Against War.

Likewise, the members of the arrangements committee
as listed in the Call for the Congress included at least
thirty individuals known to be Communists or sympa-
thetic workers for the Communist objectives:

Donald Henderson, Executive Director, American Committee for
Struggle Against War.

Mrs. Annie E. Gray, Director, Women’s Peace Society.
J. B. Matthews, Executive Secretary, Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Roger Baldwin, Executive Director, American Civil Liberties Union.
F. E. Bearce, Marine Work. Unemployed Union, I. W. W.
Herbert Benjamin, Nat’l Organizer, Nat’l Committee Unemployed

Councils.
Leroy Bowman, N. Y. Chapter, League for Industrial Democracy.
A. Davis, Secretary, A. F. of L. Trade Union Committee for Unem-

ployment Insurance and Relief.
Anna N. Davis, Treas., War Registers League.
James W. Ford, Trade Union Unity League.
William Z. Foster, Chairman, Communist Party of U. S. A.
Mary Fox, Executive Sec’y, League for Industrial Democracy.
Carl Geiser, Nat’l Sec’y Youth Section, Amer. Com, for Struggle

Against War.
Julius Gerber, Exec. Sec’y, N. Y. C. Socialist Party
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chairman, Social Justice Com., Rabbinical

Assembly of America.
Gilbert Green, Nat’l Sec’y, Young Communist League of U. S. A.
Powers Hapgood, Member Exec. Com., League Against Fascism.
J. B. S. Hardman, Editor “The Advance,” Amalgamated Clothing

Workers of America.
Lem Harris, Nat’l Sec’y, Farmers Nat’l Com., for Action
Clarence Hathaway, Editor, “Daily Worker.”
John Herling, Emergency Com. For Strikers Relief.
Harold Hickerson, Workers’ Ex-Servicemen’s League.
Roy Hudson, Nat’l Sec’y Marine Workers Ind. Union.



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June464

Mrs. Addie Waite Hinton, Hon. Pres., Int’l Coun. of Women of
Darker Races.

Abraham Kaufman, Exec. Sec’y, War Registers League.
Dr. Harry Laidler, Dir. League for Industrial Democracy.
Edward Levinson, Pub. Director, Socialist Party of America.
Aaron Levinstein, N. Y. Sec’y, Young People’s Socialist League
Lola Maverick Lloyd, Women’s Peace Society.
Richard Lovelace, Nat’l Treas., Veterans Nat’l Rank and File Com-

mittee.
Robert Morss Lovett, Pres., League for Industrial Democracy.
Robert Minor, Member, Central Exec. Com., Communist Party of

U. S. A.
A. J. Muste, Nat’l Chairman, Conf. for Progressive Labor Action.
Ray Newton, Sec’y, Peace Section, Amer. Friends Service Committee.
Albert G. Sellers, Nat’l Treas., Bonus Expeditionary Forces, Rank and

File Committee.
Upton Sinclair, American Committee for Struggle Against War.
Tucker P. Smith, Brookwood Labor College.
Charles Solomon, Socialist Party of America.
Jack Stachel, Acting Sec’y, Trade Union Unity League.
Norman Thomas, Membep, N. E. C., Socialist Party of America.
Louise Thompson, InternationalLabor Defense.
Win. R. Traux, Pres., Ohio Unemployed League
Howard Y. Williams, Exec. Sec’y League for Independent Political

Action.
Alfred Wagenknecht, Exec. Sec’y Nat’l Com. to Aid Victims of German

Fascism.

From the manifesto and program of this First Congress
Against War:
Appeal to the Working Men and Women of America to All 1 iclims of

War.
(Page 1)

... After ten years of futility, the World Disarmament
Conference is meeting again

... to screen the actions of the im-
perialist governments. .

. . The Four Power Pact is already exposed
as ... a new maneuver for position in the coming war between the
imperialist rivals, and an attempt to establish a united imperialist
front against the Soviet Union.

The war danger arises inevitably out of the very nature of monop-
olistic capitalism the ownership of the means of production by a

small capitalist class and the complete domination of government by
this class. The imminent war danger is only another expression of the
fundamental crisis of the capitalist system, which continues its exist-
ence only at the cost of intensification of exploitation and oppression
of the masses at home and in the colonies. .

.
.
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Only in the Soviet Union has this basic cause of war been removed.
There are no classes or groups which can benefit from war or war prep-
arations. Therefore the Soviet Union pursues a positive and vigor-
ous peace policy and alone among the governments proposes total
disarmament. Serious struggle against war involves rallying all forces
around this peace policy and opposing all attempts to weaken or
destroy the Soviet Union.

It is made clear so far that the Communist Party’s
slogan, “ Defend the soviet union,” is the first objec-
tive. Succeeding paragraphs of said manifesto and pro-
gram indicate the further objective of using “peace”
agitation for overthrow of capitalism and imperialism:

. . . We can effectively combat war only by arousing and organ-
izing the masses within each country for active struggle against war
policies of their own imperialist governments.

. . .

The Congress . . . pledges itself to do all in its power to effect a
nationwide agitation and organization . . . carrying out the follow-
ing immediate objectives;

To work towards the stopping of the manufacture and transporting
of munitions and all other materials essential to the conduct of war,
through mass demonstrations, picketing and strikes.

To expose everywhere the extensive preparations for war being
carried on under the guise of aiding National Recovery.

... To support the struggles of all colonial people against the
imperialist policies of exploitation and armed suppression.

To support the peace policies of the Soviet Union ... to oppose
all attempts to weaken the Soviet Union, whether these take the
form of misrepresentation and false propaganda, or diplomatic maneu-
vering by imperialist governments.

... To oppose the increasingly widespread use of the armed forces
against the workers, farmers and the special terrorizing and suppres-
sion of Negroes in their attempts to maintain a decent standard of
living; to oppose the growing encroachments upon the civil liberties
of these groups as a growing fascization of our so-called “democratic
government.”

To Win the Armed Forces to the Support of this Program
To enlist for our program the women in industry and in the home

and to enlist the youth, . . .

To give effective international support to all workers and anti-war
fighters against their own imperialist governments.

To form committees of action .
. . particularly in the basic war

industries; to secure the support for this program of all organizations
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seeking to prevent war, paying special attention to labor, veteran,
unemployed and farmer organizations.

This Congress calls upon the working class, .
. . farmers, the

Negro people, the sections of the middle class bankrupted by
the crisis, the groups of intellectuals of all occupations, men, women
and youth, together, to organize their invincible force in disciplined
battalions for the decisive struggle to defeat imperialist war.

. .
. The National Executive Committee shall immediately con-

sider ways and means for concentration on the most important sea
and lake ports in the United States in order to secure the widest
possible support and to prepare effective action by all seamen and harbor
workers

The January, 1934, issue of “The Communist,” the
Communist Party’s own magazine, described the United
States Congress Against War as under its own control:

(Page 78) Our most successful application of the united front has
been in the anti-war and anti-fascist movement. We led a highly
successful United States Congress Against War which brought to-
gether 2,616 delegates from all over the country. . . . The Congress
from the beginning was led by our Party quite openly.

Referring to this formation of a mass organization in
defence of the Soviet Union, Earl Browder, General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party, U. S. A., wrote in his
pamphlet, “Communism in the United States:”

(Page 143) .
.

. From the beginning of this movement, the Com-
munist Party safeguarded itself against all the lying accusations of
its enemies by having a large majority of non-Communist individuals
in every controlling committee of the movement. The Communists
threw all their forces into support of the U. S. Congress Against
War. . . .

(Page 145) ... It is true there was some lagging in this work
because we Communists mistakenly refrained from pressing ourselves
forward, hoping that our initiative would be taken up by the non-
Communists. This was a weakness and mistake on our part. .• •

We are calling upon all Communists and sympathizing organizations
to boldly step forward in comradely co-operation with all other ele-
ments, to build the League in every locality to circulate its excellent
monthly journal, “Fight,” and to prepare for the great second United
States Congress Against War, which is being called for next October.

By the end of 1933 the American League Against War
and Fascism had been organized in Massachusetts with
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headquarters in the office of Jessica Henderson at 11
Beacon Street, Boston. The following letter was sent
on December 18, 1933, to various persons:

Dear Friend ;—■ The Boston chapter of the American League
Against War and Fascism is now being organized on a permanent
basis. Many local organizations as well as individuals have already
affiliated themselves with the League.

At a recent membership meeting a nominating committee was
appointed to propose a slate of members who are to constitute the
Executive Council of the League. This Committee has gathered a
list of prominent persons representing trade unions,, political bodies,
peace societies, pacifist groups, etc. They have also selected noted
individuals who have been interested in the new historical U. S. Con-
gress Against War, which laid the foundation for the American League
Against War and Fascism.

The nominating committee has included your name in its list for
the Executive Council and now asks your permission to present the
same to the membership.

Hoping to receive an early and consenting reply, we remain,

Albert Mallinger was a Communist and one of a series
of Communist functionaries who was to serve as secre-
tary of this League. He is still active in the Communist
Party and lives in Boston.

The convention of the Communist Party of the New
England District on March 25, 1934, included in one of
its resolutions:

(Page 6) Following the U. S. Congress Against War a branch of
the American League Against War and Fascism was established in
Boston, which has succeeded in carrying thru a number of actions.
The failure, however, to secure an adequate base for theLeague among
the trade unions and the incorrect application of the united front, on
the one hand using mechanical methods and on the other attempting
to submerge and restrict the role of the Party all this has seriously
hindered the broad developments of the struggle.
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Dr. Harry F. Ward, clergyman and teacher at the
Union Theological Seminary in New York City, took over
the presidency of the League in March, 1934. In doing
so he added to his long and consistent list of activities in
Communist-allied and branch organizations, and on behalf
of Communist objectives.

An issue of “Fight” (magazine) in 1934 printed a map
of the United States on which were indicated locations of
all government arsenals, munition and arms factories, and
ship-building yards. Accompanying this map was an
article which called upon the “workers” to “do something
about it.” The arsenals of Watertown and Springfield
were included.

A circular letter to various unions and other organiza-
tions, dated April 22, 1934, over the signatures of the
National Executive Committee of the League attempts to
explain support of the Soviet Union as “only moral
support:”

To Non-Communists
The undersigned members of the National Executive Committee

appeal for co-operation to those who refuse or hesitate to join
. . . the League for fear of its domination by Communists. ... co-
operation is withheld by many on the ground that it is a Communist
Party enterprise with a window-dressing of political sympathizers or
“innocents”.

. . . It is true that the League originated in a call inspired by Com-
munists and that the Communist Party is and has been the most active
political element in it.

... It is also objected that the League is tied up to the foreign
policies of the Soviet Union and to the philosophy of violence in the
class struggle. . . . Point 5 in our program, “To support the peace
policies of the Soviet Union, for total and universal disarmament
which today with the support of masses in all countries constitute the
clearest and most effective opposition to war throughout the world,
to oppose all attempts to weaken the Soviet Union ...” means only
moral support of the Soviet Union . . . and an implied sympathy
with ...

a socialist economy' as against a competitive world. . . •

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD THE LEAGUE SUP-
PORT THE UNITED STATES IN ANY WAR [capitals added],
even if it were conceivably' allied with the Soviet Union.
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One of the first campaigns conducted by the League in
Massachusetts, aided by the Massachusetts branch of the
American Civil Liberties Union and by the Communist
Party, is set forth in the following notice of meeting
which was printed by the Communists’ Boston printer,
the Century Press;

Fascism invades Massachusetts and threatens the CivilLibertie
of all its citizens.

The Paul Bill, 1 before the Legislature, denies working class political
parties their constitutional right of existence. . . .

CITIZENS OF MASSACHUSETTS
TAKE ACTION AGAINST THIS FASCIST INVASION!

END PROTEST TELEGRAMS TO THE STATE

HOUSE immediately!

-END DELEGATES TO OUR CONFERENCI

AGAINST HOUSE BILL 1379!
SUNDAY, MAY 0 — 11 A.M.

women’s TRADE UNION LEAGUE
6 Boylston Place, Boston, Masi

admission free!
Called by the Massachusetts Executive Committee

he
American League Against War and Fascism

11 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass., Room 412

In 1934 there was set up the Massachusetts section of
the International Women’s Congress Against War and
Fascism, for the purpose of organizing a women’s dele-
gation to attend a World Congress in Paris. Letterheads
and other material of the Massachusetts section were
printed by Century Press, and listed the following officials
and sponsors:
Jessica C. Henderson, Chairmar
Jessie Pavlo, Vice-Chairman and Treasu
Secretariat:

Emiline Ti
Willie Sue Blagden.
Reva Chaimson.

r
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Sponsors:
Martha Helen Elliot Mrs. A. A. Lawson.
Elsinore Nesson. Mrs. John D. Lindsley.
Helen Saftel. Sara R. Ehrmann.
Mary E. Moore. Ann Burlak.
Florence Nasmyth. Eula Martin.
Genevieve M. Fuller. Mrs. Elba Chase.
Mrs. Alan R. Morse. Ingeberg Schanche.
Mrs. M. (Semira) Perry.

The headquarters were in the office of Mrs. Henderson
at 11 Beacon Street. The list includes at least five sup-
porters or members of the Communist Party.

According to Mrs. Henderson’s testimony, the dele-
gates who attended the Paris Congress included herself
and

Lola Haltbunen, 296 Charles Street, Fitchburg, Massachusetts,
Semira (Myra) E. Perry (Mrs. Roscoe), 82 Bartlett Avem

Arlington, Massachusett;

There were thirty-seven others from the United States.
They were all under the leadership of Ella Reeve Bloor,
member of the executive committee of the Communist
Party, U. S. A.

In the spring of 1934 the Massachusetts Executive
Committee of the League was seeking to enlist the aid of
churches and religious organizations.

Prof. Colston E. Warne of Amherst College was ac-
tively engaged in working for the League at about this
time. Warne was called to testify before the Commission
and to produce correspondence relative to the League.
Among this correspondence was a letter from one Sue
Ainslie Clark, 53 Foster Street, Cambridge. She was one
of those arranging an anti-Hearst, anti-Nazi, pro-Soviet
meeting to be held on March 10 (1934?) at Ford Hall in
Boston. Excerpts from her letter follow:

. Donald and Inkle Stephens suggest you might be interested
as you probably know their special field in relation to Russia is

in the Russian-American Institute. .

. . Corliss Lament will speak
surely . . . perhaps two others, such as Vida Scudder [professor at
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Wellesley College] and possibly a liberal Methodist or Unitarian
The points to be stressed are the relation of the Hearst drive
World-wide and concerted drive to discredit the Soviets and prepare
the public for a Nazi attempt to seize the Ukraine. . . . The meeting
would probably focus in a resolution to the President. . . . We are
trying to secure the co-operation especially in publicity and promotion
of enthusiastic support of many liberal organizations, schools, colleges,
etc. I .

.

. am .

.
. with a conviction that ... We must make a

most determined stand ... on the spread of the truth about Soviet
Russia.

(“Donald and Inkie” were Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Stephens. During this period Stephens, actively engaged
in Communist activities, was living at Kendal Green, a
part of the town of Weston.)

In June, 1934, David M. Gould, 59 Vale Street, Worces-
ter, was General Secretary of the Worcester County
League Against War and Fascism. In September of that
year the Secretary of the Worcester County group was
Julia Wallent, 30 Suffield Street, Worcester.

The Second United States Congress of the League
was held in Chicago on September 29 and 30, 1934. At
that Congress two alleged army officers masked, but
wearing uniforms, pledged themselves to help turn a war
undertaken by our country into a revolution. The
“Daily Worker” of September 28, 1934, reported that
Hayes Beall of New Haven, Connecticut, an official of the
American League Against War and Fascism, and also
Chairman of the National Council of Methodist Youth,
promised the support of the 1,400,000 members of the
latter organization to the program of the American
League.

From the official report of this convention we quote:
Dr. Ward: .

.
. The League is a united front not simply of or-

ganization; also of certain class interests. .

. .

• . . The Youth delegates . . . here this morning . . . represent
the extent to which our youth Congress has entered into the life of
the youth in this country. Underneath we have the increasing use
of the State, not simply in an attempt to keep life in capitalist
economy, . . .

• . . Concerning the legitimate use of this organization by political
groups,

... You all heard . . . Earl Browder last night . . . make
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a clear historical judgment that there was only one choice before
mankind now and that was between Fascism and Communism. . .

He then went on to point with pardonable pride, as he was entitled
to do, to the achievements of the Communist Party throughout the
world in offering very effective resistance to the development of Fas-
cism. ... If other political groups whom we invited here had taken
part in that program . . . they would have been entitled to do the
same thing, if they could.

Our immediate and most pressing task is to penetrate int
the trade unions. . . . secondary t<
ing our strength among the middle
tellectuals because of their propaa
speakers into the trade unions, the
we must have an educational propa;

i that, is the necessity of inoreas-
classes, especially among the in-

anda value, . . . We must send
colleges, the church groups; and
;anda.

In our educational material it necessary to point out to the
American people how the present administration is becoming the arm
and power of the owning class.

Monsieur Perigard (Secretary of the World Committee Against
War and Fascism): . . . Our Committee has been working towards
a united front in Spain between anarchists, socialists, communists,
etc.

. . . Everywhere they are working for War and Fascism, in the
factories, and if war is to stop, the factories must stop. . . . We did
it in France several times. Why can’t you do it here?

Harry F. Ward: I want to tell Monsieur Perigard that ... We
pledge that in the coming year we will make this organization a more
effective instrument in our struggle here and in international strug-
gle. Whenever they have anything for us to participate in, we will
be there 100%.

General Victor Yakhontoff: . . . there is one thing I very
definitely know . . . that the Soviet Union must remain alert and
get ready to fight back if and when a necessity arises, and we outside
must . . . fight all lies about the Soviet Union designed to create
animosity towards the Soviet Union, . . .

Dr. Ward: I believe you will agree that if you can convert a few
more generals, we can soon do something.

Clarence Hathaway (member, Central Committee, Communist
Party, U. S. A.): .

. . The Communist Party .
.

. believes it is
possible to establish and maintain the united front of the American
workers on the issue of War and Fascism, . . . the struggle against
war must necessarily be conducted by waging a class struggle against
the Capitalist system. Our position was that it was necessary for
the working class to defeat their own capitalist class in the war, . . •

. . . Our fight against the ruling class does not stop during the
war, ... we must attempt to develop a mass struggle ...

to the
point where they will be able to transform this imperialist war into
a civil war for the destruction of caoitalism.
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Walter Pethaski, Pawtucket, R. I. (member of the American
Independent Textile Workers Union): . . . Please do not take my
word against a National Guardsman’s but I want to stress upon you
that one of the best ways to fightFascism is to get the National Guards-
men with us and behind u

At the session on September 30, 1934
Representative from National Guard; As a representative of a

ions of the National Guards of tlgroup of Guardsmenfrom four div
United States, I bring you greetin s. (Applause and demonstration.)

'iig the National Guards against
breaking groups. We pledge our
isions of this Congress. (Applause

We are carrying on work am
Fascism by organizing anti-strike
full support to carry out all the de
and cheering.)

Dr. Ward : Of course, you understand, we have here elected dele-
gates from four companies of the National Guard and that these dele-
gates elected this man to represent them. ... we are now to see and
hear from a first Lieutenant in the United States Army.

First Lieutenant op the United States Army: The revolu-
tionary soldiers of the 6th Corps Area, which includes the regular
army in Michigan, ’Wisconsin and Illinois, extend revolutionary
greetings. . . . Our participation in this Congress is our Militant
answer to those preparations. . . . soldiers and some officers are
realizing that their function is not to defend the people, no as part
of the government machinery their function is to defend the profits of
the capitalists against the interests of the people, at home as well as
abroad. . . . Only through much fraternization, only through your
friendship can the soldiers realize their interest as workers. You must
defeat the attempts to isolate the armed forces from the toiling masses.
We ask you to co-operate in this task with our work from the inside.
. . . We will struggle relentlessly until the workers’ democracy has
removed this dangerous development and if the capitalists call upon
us to wage war, we will wage war, but it will be a war against the war
makers. (Loud and continuous applause.)

JamesLerner, Youth Section op the American League Against
War and Fascism: The enthusiastic speech of the representative of
the U. S. Army is an example of what the young people of America
are today doing in the fight against war and Fascism. .

. . We had
749 delegates. They represent over 200,000 young people. . . . We
pledged to carry on work within the armed forces of the United States
government, . . . We pledged to build anti-war committees in shops
and on ships, . . . We also pledged to win the large majority of the
students to the anti-war movement.

Roger Baldwin, executive director of the American
Civil Liberties Union, was chairman of the Nominating
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Committee at the Second Congress. Active Communists
were elected to office.

American aid to China was anathema to the League in
its Bulletin of December, 1934. It called for aggressive
action against sales or shipments of war supplies to the
Chinese government, describing:

The latest shipment of planes to China for use in the present cam-
paign against the Chinese Soviets. . .

.

During the period when China was trying to repel
penetration of its country by Communists directed from
Moscow, the American League sought to quarantine
China. But in 1937 the League is carrying on an active
and vociferous campaign that the United States shall fur-
nish munitions to the same Chinese Nationalist govern-
ment. The reason for right-about-face is obvious. Due
to Japanese invasion, the Chinese government has been
obliged to accept the aid of Soviet Russia. This Com-
mission in no way defends Japan’s aggression. The point
merely is made that the policy of the American League
Against War and Fascism twists in consonance with
defence of the interests of Soviet Russia.

On Sunday, May 19, 1935, under the chairmanship of
Prof. Colston E. Warne, there was held the first New
England Congress Against War and Fascism. We quote
from the minutes of this meeting, which lists the speakers
and their subjects, and actions taken:

1. Prof. Oliver Larkin (Smith College, contributing editor to “Science
and Society:” A Marxian Quarterly) —“A Professor Looks
at War and Fascism.”

2. Miss Elise Trebst (New England Organizer for Friends of the
Soviet Union).

3. Otis Hood (Chairman, CommunistParty, A. F. of L. Trade Unionist)
“Fascism Comes to Boston.”

4. Mrs. Marion Rubins Davis “Women and War.’
5. Miss Willie Sue Blagdon, Somerville Branch of the Socialist Party

“The United Front.”
6. Brian Heald “The Youth Problem
7. Rev. James Mitchell, Socialist Minister “The Negro People, the

Church and the United Front.”
8. Charles Gibson —“The Trade Union Question.”
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Communist Party “The United
Front

10. Rabbi Essrog “A Jew Looks
11. Charles Shapp, New York Tra

at War and Fascism
e Union Section of American

League “How to Draw t
League.”

ade Unions into the American

Beatrice Bilyieu, Ty phical Union Big 6, N. Y.
and Fascism.”

12
Trade Unions Fighting W; a

13. Paul Shepard 1 (District Organizer, Massachusetts Section Amer
can League) “Resolutions and Program of Activity for the

'urther quotations from the minutei

(Page 2) ... To this end, we join together in carrying out the
following immediate objectives:

1. To build our organization by a concentrated drive for individual
memberships and organizational affiliations from the following groups:

(а) Trade Unions.
(б) Socialist Party.
(c) Youth-Students.
(d) Church and Fraternal organizations. . . .

2. To organize committees against War and Fascism in all War
industries.

3. To establish a committee in each city central organization for
the purpose of initiating campaigns against anti-labor or other fascist
or War preparatory measures introduced into City, State or Federal
Legislatures.

To conduct a campaign to boycott the Fascist Hearst Press and
news:

5. To establish a Youth Section in each branch of the League which
;tion shall be affiliated with the American Youth Congress.

(It is to be noted that the Youth Section of this League
was to be affiliated with the American Youth Congress,
which in other pages of this report has been shown to be
dominated by the Young Communist League.)

Continuing report on actions taken at First New
England Congress;

9. George Blake, N. E, Org. Sec’y

New England Section

We condemn the editorial policy of the “Jewish Daily Forward”,
which provokes an attack upon the Soviet Union by printing libelous
slanders about this country.
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We condemn the Hearst press and all other publications which are
building a basis for Fascism in this country; and pledge ourselves to
work toward the boycott of such papers.

We endorse the American Youth Congress and its program; and
pledge our co-operation in carrying out of their program. . . ,

A New England Committee was elected. It included as members
from Massachusetts:

Prof. Colston E. Warnc, Amherst.
Prof. OliverLarkin, Northampton.
Leonard Shaw, Worcester.

George Blake, Bostor
Otis Hood, Boston.
Mark Libby, Boston.

Jessica Henderson, Wayland.
Kenneth Knight, Somerville.
Louise Epstein, Springfield.
Rev. James Mitchell, Cambridge
Paul Shepard, Cambridge.

Robert Moore, Springfield
Mary E. Moore, Boston.
Brian Heald, Amherst.
John Weber, Providence.
Lucille Palmer, Wakefield.

The New England Committee elected the following
officers, all from Massachusetts:

Chairman, Prof. Colston E. Warm
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Leonard Shav
Vice-Chairman, Prof. Oliver Lark!
Executive Secretary, Paul Shepard (an ali

In May of 1935 plans were made for radio broadcasts
in behalf of the League over station WMAS of Springfield.
Persons in charge of this campaign, and the general out-
line of the program, are as follows;

Radio Board of Control.
Colston E. Warne.

Department of Economics, Amherst College
President, People’s Lobby.
Chairman, New England District, American League

Oliver W. Larkin.
Department of Art, Smith College
Vice-Chairman, New England District, American League

Hanna Paterson.
Department of Psychology, Smith Coll

•ress, American League.Delegate, Third National Con
Beatrice Falk.

American League,Secretary, Springfield Branch,
;ress, American LeagueDelegate, Third National Con:

Norman L. Corwin.
The Springfield Republican St; ff
Springfield Branch, American League (Vice-Chairman).
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Frank B. Blumenfield.
The Springfield Union Staff,
Springfield Branch, American League.

if

Carmela Parrino, Benjamin F. Buxton, Benjamin J. Kalman, Prof.
John Duke and others.

Q-

Norman L. Corwin, Prof. David Morton, Prof. Maxwell Goldberg,
Jane Kurnitsky, Elspeth, Mildred Weston, others.

L

Prof. Oliver W. Larkin, director past ten years of Northampton
Players, Norman L. Corwin and American League Players.
Panels and Individual Spi

Board members and ott
Boole Reviews and News Broadcast

Board members and others.

The American League Against War and Fascism in
Massachusetts gave a dinner in 1935 to John Strachey,
eminent English Communist. Strachey’s writings are
widely distributed in the public libraries of the Common-
wealth. Examination indicates that he does not stop at
suppression or at distortion of facts to compare social
systems of other governments unfavorably with those of
the Soviet Union. Apparently Massachusetts will receive
another visit from Strachey this next fall, since he is
scheduled to be the October 16 speaker at Ford Hall Forum
in Boston.

"The Daily Worker” of July 29, 1935, stated that Earl
Browder at the Seventh World Congress in Moscow

. . . Reported on the energetic activities of the American League
Against War and Fascism, the Friends of the Soviet Union and
their struggle against Father Coughlin and Admiral Stirling.

During this period in Massachusetts the American
League sponsored the New Theatre Players in Clifford
Odets’ “Waiting for Lefty” at Brattle Hall in Cambridge.
It also held a mass meeting at Old South Meeting House
on Sunday, August 4, 1935, with the following speakers:
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Clarence Hathaway, Editor of the “Daily Worker,” and member of
Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A.

Rev. Donald Lester, Socialist Party
Paul Shepard (an alias) Executive Secretary, New England Sectl

American League Against War and Fascism.

The announcement of the meeting stated

A Report of the Women’s International Congress held in Paris on
August 4, 1934, will be given by

Jessica Henderson, Chairman Women’s Section, and
Myra Perry, Delegate. . . .

The “Amplifier” has been the League’s organ for
exchange of information and plans amongst its function-
aries, corresponding to the “Party Organizer,” publication
of the Communist Party. One issue after another of the
“Amplifier” has printed “directives,” a term frequently
used by Communists in the sense of orders.

In the “Amplifier” of August 15, 1935, we find direc-
tives to functionaries on strengthening the forces of the
League:

.
.

. Particular effort should be made to draw the following
into our United Front;

1. The Catholics in the United State
International Association of Catholic Alumni.
Various Sisterhood groups some of whom have signed our

Women’s Petitions for total disarmament

and Jewish Organization

Cultural and fraternal groups, such as: Jewish Congress, Y. M. H. A.
and Y. W. H. A., Landsmanschaft Societies, Workmen’s Circle,
and other benefit organizations.

Religious groups and organizations.

3. Protestant Agencies.
City Church Federations through their Committees on Inter-

national Relations.
Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. through World Friendship and

Public Affairs Committees.
Lutheran and Reformed Church groups especially because of their

German Traditions and friendships.
Local Protestant Churches of all denominations

Prof. Colston E. Wame
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4, Trade Unions
The Executive Council of the American Federation of Labor has

just endorsed a boycott on German goods. Urge local trade
unions to take immediate action.

(The Council has also recently made a protest against the impending
war on Ethiopia and has urged the American government to use
its influence to stop this aggression by Italy. Use both of these
situations to get trade union support for the League’s program.)

In the year 1935 there were the following national
officials listed in the American League Against War and
Fascism:

National
Harry F. Ward, Chairman
Robert Morss Lovett, Vice-Chairman.
Lincoln Steffens, Vice-Chairman.
Earl Browder, Vice-Chairman.
William P. Mangold, Treasurer.

This list conclusively indicates that the chief offices
and financial control were in the hands of Communist
supporters.

National Bureau.
Roger Baldwin. William P. Mangold.
Leßoy E. Bowman. J. B. Matthews.
Eleanor D. Brannan. Samuel C. Patterson.
Paul Crosbie. A. Clayton Powell, Jr.
Margaret Forsyth. Harry F. Ward.
Clarence Hathaway. James Waterman Wise.
Donald Henderson.

This group directs the affairs of the League, carrying
out the policies laid down by national conventions, and
formulates the agenda prior to such conventions. Here
again we find a preponderant number of members or
supporters of the Communist Party.

The administrative staff included:
Paul M, Reid, Executive Secretary
Clara Bodian, Administration.
Liston M, Oak, Publications.
Waldo McNutt, Organization.
James Lerner, Youth
Dorothy McConnell, Women.
John Masso, Trade Union.
Rev. Herman F. Reissig, Religious
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The National Executive Committee numbered 70 mem-
bers. Of that number 31 are well known to this Com-
mission to be Communists. The list included many from
the Central Committee of the Communist Party. The
International Workers Order was represented; likewise
the revolutionary labor unions; editors of the ‘‘Daily
Worker;” officers of the Young Communist League; and
a number of other organizations wffiich comprise the fringe
and allies of the Communist Party. Executive Com-
mittee members from Massachusetts were Henry W. L.
Dana of Cambridge and Colston E. Warne of Amherst.

The Massachusetts headquarters in 1935 was still in the
office of Mrs. Jessica Henderson of 11 Beacon Street.
There was a procession of Communist functionaries acting
as district or organizational secretaries. They included the
following individuals, some of whom use “party” names.
They were:

Paul A. Burns.
Lester Tanner (alias Paul Shepard
David Biller.
Ruth Robinson

Under the chairmanship of Colston Warne, the vice-
chairmen included:

Prof. Oliver Larkin (Smith Colleg
Leonard W. Shaw, Worcester.
The Rev. Donald G. Lothrop (Community Church, Boston), acting

as secretary-treasurer of the New England Regional Committee.
Jessica Henderson, in charge of the W omen’s Division.
The Literature Bureau, manned by “Paul Shepard,” John Brooks

Wheelwright, and Chester Pfeiffer of Provincetown.
The Youth Section, in charge of Richard Taylor, so called

The letterhead of the American League Against War
and Fascism in February, 1935, bore the slogan "the

united front for struggle.” On December 17, 1935,
Frank B. Blumenfield, writer on the “Springfield Union”
at Springfield, wrote to Warne:

. . . The American League in Springfield has been able to build
the best united front that we have yet seen here. At a meeting last
night 16 organizations, ranging from the \oung Communist League

December 17, 19
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to the Y. W. C. A., were represented. Oliver Larkin spoke on the
Congress and the United Front. Last night’s meeting was a pre-
liminary to a city-wide meeting in Springfield next Monday night,
from which delegates to Cleveland will be elected and their trip will
be financed. Your name was presented as a possible main speaker,
and you were the unanimous choice. There will be a trade union
speaker; we are trying to get Rev. Wallace W. Andersen; and very
likely Rabbi Klein of Springfield, an American Leaguer, will be
chairman. . . .

The Central Committee of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., sent to the Massachusetts Party the following
directives concerning the forthcoming National Conven-
tion mentioned in Blumenfield’s letter:

Struggle Against Imperialist War. Here it is necessary to explain
Party policy and to combat illusions with respect to the isolationist
policy of the fascists (meaning Americans), and the neutrality policy
of the government; to popularize the achievements of the Soviet
Union and its peace policy; to attempt to reach the widest possible
sections on the basis of the fight for peace; to carry on the most in-
tensive agitation immediately in behalf of the Third Congress Against
War and Fascism to be held in Cleveland in January.

The Third Congress of the League was held in Cleve-
land, Ohio, January 3, 4 and 5, 1936. Forty-three dele-
gates were present from Massachusetts. This was shortly
after the Seventh World Congress of the Communist
International held at Moscow. As we have pointed out
earlier in this report, at that Moscow Congress a new
tactical line was devised for the Communist Party in the
United States, with emphasis on “peace” and “democ-
racy,” the building of a United Front against “Fascist
powers,” and the organization of a labor party for political
action in this Nation and Commonwealth. It is in point
to note that from this time on the American League
Against War and Fascism followed the same program.

The announcement of the Congress, widely circulated
in the Commonwealth, appealed to the following groups
for the indicated objectives:
We appeal to all sections of the American people to join in

THIS CAMPAIGN TO DEFEND THEIR LIVES AND LIBERTIH

Labor unions! Your existence is at stake. When the next war

comes, your rights end. You go under military control
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Farmers! If you let the makers of profits and war, the destroyers
of democracy, have their way, most of you will become their
hired workers or go on relief.

Professional workers! What’s ahead of you? When Fascism
comes, it is not safe for people to think.

Negroes! If you do not unite with those white workers, of all sorts,
who are ready to unite with you, you will be slaves once more.

Minorities! Fascism makes war upon racial and national groups in
order to divert attention from its economic failure. Refuse to be
made scapegoats.

Women! Fascism multiplies the discriminations against you. Pro-
tect your rights as worker, professional, mother.

Youth! Save your lives from war and unemployment. Take your
part in saving society from starvation and destruction.

Veterans! Once you thought you were fighting to end war and save
democracy. Now do it!

Progressives, liberals, religious organizations • all people of
conscience and culture! You are doomed to be enslaved to the
state, unless you make common cause with the masses.

Some of the resolutions passed at this Third Congress
of the League included:

Resolution on the Soviet Union.
We pledge ourselves to promote a wider understanding of the peace

policies of the Soviet Union and of the aggression planned by hostile
nations, and to co-operate with agencies seeking by such understand-
ing to prevent an attack which would inevitably involve the world
in war.

Resolution on Protection of Foreign Born
Measures are being advanced by Congressman Martin Dies and

others for wholesale deportation of unemployed foreign-born workers.
. . . Proposals are being made for more drastic deportation laws and
measures for revoking the citizenship of all foreign-born citizens who
join the struggle against tyranny.

. . .

We, . . . demand the cancellation of the deportation warrants in
the cases of the above names and of all others who are being held for
deportation for their activities in improving the conditions of the
working people. We demand the return of full citizenship rights to
Emil Gardos and others whose citizenship has been denied or revoked
because of political opinions.

. .

. We favor the revision of the Immigration and Naturalization
Laws to strike out all discrimination based on race, nationality, politi-
cal opinion or refusal to bear arms.
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Excerpts from the Minutes of this Convention

(Page 5) . . . Sub-sessions in the form of three round tables focused
attention on special problems. One “Youth Under Fascism”
was led by M. B. Schnapper, formerly connected with the National
Youth Administration.

. . . Towards the end of the session the majority of the (youth)
delegates, led by James Lerner, took the Oxford Oath pledging not to
support the U. S. Government in any war it might conduct.

. . . The delegates realized that they were one stream in the growing
torrent of youth forces for peace as expressed in the American Student
Union, the American Youth Congress, the National Council of Meth-
odist Youth, Christian Youth Building a New World, Young Women’s
Christian Association. Many of these were connected with such
movements.

(Page 6) ... Speakers reflected the different groups . . . Robert
Clemmons of the Inter-Seminary Movement of the Mid-Atlantic States,
and the great American youth hero, Angelo Herndon, representing the
Young Communist League.

.

. .

(Page 8) Bishop Edgar F. Blake, Methodist Episcopal Church,
Detroit area;

. . . What yet remains of our civilization may be wiped out in
a welter of fire and blood. . . . Chambers of Commerce, Man-
ufacturers’ Associations, Liberty Leaguers and their subsidized satel-
lites have their faces towards the past. ... To put our trust in such
leaders and look to them for salvation is folly.

. . .

(Page 8) General Smedley Butler, Marine Corps, retired:.". . .

Now is the time to tie your government in a strait-jacket so it can’t
go to war. .

. .”

. . . The delegates were requested to stand in silent honor to those
who would be present but are restrained in jails. At the close of this
tribute the assembly joined in singing several verses of “We Shall Not
Be Moved.” [See Communist “Songs of the People.”]

Fraternal greetings were brought to the Congress by representatives
of organizations affiliated with the League nationally:

1. Eleanor Brannan, for the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom. *

Max Bedacht, for the International Workers Order.
3. Charles Webber, for the Methodist Federation for Social Service.
4. Phil H. Mueller, for the Workmen’s Sick and Death Benefit Fund.
5. Thomas Wright, for New America.
6. George David, for the Journeymen Tailors’ Union of America.
7. Clarence Hathaway, for the Communist Party.

(Page 13) Report of Dr. Harry F. Ward, National Chairman:
. . . The attempt of the liberals to patch up the broken-down

profit system has plainly failed.
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. The real fascists are mobilizing in the last months. . . . the
Hearst press and its accompanying bunch of garbage-eating jackals
stirs up hate against the “Reds” so that they can be ruled off the
ballots, and clubbed into jail by corrupt and brutal police and
deputies. . . .

There is going to form in this country a united people’s movement
which will be the counterpart of the Front Populaire in France . . .

And when that front forms and takes the government of this country,
as a preliminary step to those social changes which have to be accom-
plished before war can be abolished, you will be sure of one thing;
that people’s government will be anti-war government. [Applause.]

Now the immediate question we have before us in Congress,
of course, is first, the gag bills the Kramer Sedition Bill and the
Tydings-McCormick Bill regarding disaffection of the armed forces.
.

. . We must win that fight. .
.

. One thing you have got to do
when you go back home is simply to flood Congress with demands
that neither of these bills be passed.

... A good many times our constituent forces and those who
come to our meetings ask us this: “Is the American League Against
War and Fascism anti-capitalistic?” Of course it is. . . .Me try

to show people in our propaganda that today the economic causes of
war are rooted in capitalist economies. [Applause.] How could we be
against fascism without being against capitalism, seeing that fascism
is an organized expression of capitalism in its declining period. [Dr.
Ward’s last sentence copies Browder and other Communists who
claim Fascism and Capitalism at present are synonymous.]

. Beyond that point, when it comes to what is to be done with
the profit system, and how it is to be done, and what is to be put in its
place that is the task, the political task, of the various groups that
comprise our constituency.

(Page 24) Religious Commission, Chairman Rev. Herman F.
Reissig, Kings Highway Congregational Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.:

. Whatever we do and say in these conferences must be brought
out in the pulpit. . . .

We need to follow definite tactics. . . . Discussion should be pro-
moted in special groups within the church. Let us use every available
means of education and action, speaking, writing, a parish paper,
a League branch within the Church.
Ct Ui Clllvll YY iUXXIii UAXVy x/nu

•

(Page 26) Educational Commission Report, by Dorothy

Douglas, Northampton, Mass., on “Enforced Patriotism in Schools.
There are 22 states at present that have teachers’ oath requirements;

seven such laws were passed during the last year. W e must not fai
to see the close tie-up between teachers’ oath requirements, anti
labor legislation, and the denial of civil rights to others. Organized
opposition to such restrictive measures in the schools is necessary,

with the sympathy and support of the parents of students.
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(Page 30) Children’s Leaders Commissic
Mrs. Sarah S. Beaman [the Beamans were slated at one time

3] told them a story about children
;shoremen’s strike against loading
angers to such ideas. In talking
they did not know the meaning

to direct the League in Massachusetts
helping their parents carry on a lone
munitions. These children were str
with them she soon discovered that
of such words as “strike”, “scab
proceeded to dramatize the story. .

and “munitions”. She then

Session, Earl Browder, Yice-(Page 33) Barbusse Memorial
Chairman, American League:

That Barbusse should have been in Moscow when he died
ome in his last years a member of
was a bourgeois artist who had
revolutionist.

was a symbol of his life. He had bee
the French Communist Party. He
been transformed into a proletarian

“Report of the Women’s Commission”, by Margaret Forsyth:
... To date over 50,000 signatures, representing adults in 37

states, have been secured for the total disarmament petition. . . . The
boycott of all products manufactured in fascist countries and of all
products of American fascist manufacturers was agreed upon as a way
of striking at fascism.

(Page 40) Report of the Children’s Leaders Commission,
by Sarah Beaman:

...
a Children’s Leaders Committee of the American League is

being created to challenge the propaganda of the Hearsts, the Legion-
naires and other such super-patriots and would-be fascists. A national
program, adopted by the Commission and recommended to the Con-
gress, covers the following points

1. The establishment by branches of the American League of Junior
lections, providing them with both leaders and meeting places.
2. A recommendation that all trade union, settlement house, church

and school delegates endeavor to sponsor junior sections or auxiliaries
in their own local organizations, for
fascism among children.

the purpose of combating war and

page of “Fight” be devoted to
lection.

3. A recommendation that one
material of interest to the Junior

4. The issuance of a manual for C
tate the organization of Junior See

Children’s Leaders in order to facili-
;tions.

(Page 41) Report of the V
Hickerson:

iterans’ Commission, bv Harold

. . . We make the following recommendations with the objective
of bringing the veterans into this movement against war and fascism:

1. The establishment immediately of a National Veterans’ Com-
mittee. . . .

3. The formation of such Committees in each Branch of the League,
wherever possible. The veterans serving on all these Committees
should join posts of the American Legion, D. V. A. or V. F. W., if not
already members. . . .
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The Committee selected to draw up the program for
1936 was headed by the oft-mentioned Roger Baldwin
of the American Civil Liberties Union, and included
Earl Browder, Dr. Ward and other Communist sup-
porters. Part of the program set forth was:

(Page 441) To work toward the stopping of the manufacture and
transport of munitions in time of peace or war, and in time of war the
transport of all other materials essential to the conduct of war, through
mass demonstrations, picketing and strikes; and to enlist the profes-
sional classes in educational propaganda against war. .

. .

At the Ninth Convention of the Communist Party,
U. S. A., held in June of 1936, there were passed the
following resolutions:

Recognizing that the American League Against War and Fascism
has grown into an important force of united people’s struggle against
war and for peace, and that it is acquiring a wider base among the
toiling masses as shown by its Third Congress, the Communist Party
will work untiringly to help widen the base of the League, especially
among the trade unions and farm organizations, as decided by its
Congress. At the same time the Communists will work for systematic
united actions for peace between the League and the trade unions,
such as the C. I. O. and others. The Communists will favor a broaden-
ing out of the program of the League along the lines of struggle for a
peace policy.

The American League Against War and Fascism as-
sumed from the beginning and has maintained definite
support of the Left-Wing forces in the Spanish civil war.
It is evident by the opening words of these excerpts from
the “Amplifier,” official organ of the League, of September
1, 1936, that the League adopted the Communist defini-
tion of “Fascist,” so designating any opponent of Com-
munism :

Organize Support for Spanish Republic.
(Page 1) . . . The capitalist nations, which do not have people’s

governments, are linked up with the Fascist offensive at two points:
(1) on the grounds of their anti-communist sympathies, and (2) on
the basis of their desire to sell munitions.

1. Demand no intervention on the part of the United States —no
shipment of munitions or supplies to the Spanish insurgents. Direct
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your demands to President Roosevelt and Secretary of State, Cordell
Hull.

2. Protest Fascist Aid and munitions to the Spanish “rebels.” Send
your protests to Ambassador Hans Luther, German Embassy,
Washington, D. C. Your local German consul, or the one nearest
your city. Ambassador Augusto Rosso, Italian Embassy, Wash.,
D. C. Your local Italian consul, or the one nearest your city.

3. Hold mass meetings, collect funds, for labor’s red cross fob
Spain. Send all money collected to the national office of the
league, and we will put it in the hands of David Dubinsky’s trade
union committee. This is very important if the League is to make the
most organizationally of this help. . . .

5. Mobilize your community especially trade unions and Spanish
groups —on this critical issue. Organize a Conference on the Spanish
situation on a broad united front basis under League auspices. Set
up a Committee for Support of Spanish Democracy.

In the principal communities of the Commonwealth
various forms of committees of the League function “To
Aid Spanish Democracy.”

In the “Amplifier” of January 1, 1937, the League
energized its campaign to aid Left-Wing Spain;

(Page 1) 1. Bring pressure to bear immediately on your two
Senators and your Congressman, by means of telegrams, letters and
resolutions.

2. Send statements of our position and protests against the stand
of the State Department in the Spanish situation to Secretary of
State, Cordell Hull, Washington, D. C.

3. Urge every local organization possible especially trade unions
to send similar telegrams, letters and resolutions.

4. Arouse your community to support the traditional American
policy of open markets to recognized governments in the case of the
Spanish civil war.

(Page 2) ... The League has been one of the most vital force:
in the campaign for Spain.

. . . Specifically we must speed up the distribution of our propa-
ganda of our magazines, pamphlets and leaflets.

(Page 4)
... On the return of the National Youth Secretary,

James Lerner, from his tour of Spain, it was proposed that a youth
delegation be secured from Spain.

The delegation was secured and is at present touring the
country.

. . . The youth section is preparing to build, with the co-operation
and understanding of the adult branches, groups around the Spanish
issue which will result in permanent organization for the League.
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This group will probably be known as the Union of Democratic Defense
of the Youth Section of the American League Against WarandFascism.
It will be affiliated to the League, but will resolve itself almost solely
around the issue of Spain and its other implicatior

The potentialities of such a movement are very great indeed.

The youth delegation from Spain for which sponsor-
ship is claimed above by the American League Against
War and Fascism was described in organs of the Young
Communist League as being under Y. C. L.

From the above quotations this American “peace”
organization makes plain that, while its purpose is to
instigate strikes, picket lines, and demonstrations to
prevent manufacture or shipment of all materials neces-
sary to the United States in time of war, it actively
assists the radical side of the Spanish conflict. By its
assertions and arguments, that to defeat capitalism will
bring peace, and to follow the Soviet Union will also
achieve peace, and by its aggressive aid to Left-Wing
Spain, the League likewise contradicts its own denial
that the Barcelona government is of Communist char-
acter.

One of the purposes of the League is to combat oppo-
nents of “red” organizations. We have frequently seen
these tactics used in the Commonwealth.

The “Amplifier” of September 1, 1936, illustrates their
method:

Muzzling the Red-Baiters
(Page 4) Some weeks ago that zealous exponent of a peculiar

type of American Legion Americanism Mr. Homer Chaillaux
tried to get the Indianapolis, Indiana, Y. W. C. A. to close its doors
to the local Branch of the League. Without delay the League swung
into action, sending the Y. M. C. A. authorities a statement concerning
the nature and program of the League and the character of Mr. Cliail-
laux. A very impressive committee consisting of a rabbi, a Negro
leader, the wife of a National Guard Officer, a Protestant minister, and
the chairman and secretary of the League accompanied by two news
reporters called on Chaillaux and took the obstreperous flag-waver
to task. The papers gave the committee excellent publicity, while the
state committee of the Socialist Party wired Senator La Follette’s
committee requesting an investigation of the Legion’s Americanism
Commission. The superior officers of the Legion were also called upon
to account for the red-baiting and intimidating acts of Chaillaux.
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Some of you folks who were pestered by editorials, articles and letters
in the local press attacking the League can take a tip from this method
of handling red heresy hunters!

The American League, together with the Communist
Party and aided by the American Civil Liberties Union
and allied organizations, attempts to spread its propa-
ganda among the personnel of our National Guard
camps and of other defence units of the Commonwealth
and Nation. In its publication entitled “Program
Against War and Fascism” (published November, 1936):

The American League Against War and Fascism invites all organi-
zations and persons who desire to defeat these two allied enemies of
mankind War and Fascism to;

....

To oppose all legislation or orders denying citizens in the armed
forces their constitutional right to receive printed matter or personal
appeals in behalf of this or any other program, designed to secure
peace, freedom and justice; and to defend their right to join organi-
zations on the same basis as other citizens.

In November, 1936, the Cultural Department of the
League issued its own song book. But again, as with
the International Workers Order and like groups allied
with the Communists in the United Front, the League
has gone to the Communists’ song books for their sources.
With changes of words, “Stop the War” is taken from
“Hold the Fort;” “We Shall Not be Moved” from the
song of the same name; “Ain’t Goin’ Study War No
More” and the “People’s Song” likewise. “Stand To-
gether” is set to the tune “As the Caissons go Rolling
Along.”

Because of repeated questions regarding the American
Leagues’ obvious defence of the Soviet form of dictator-
ship, its headquarters prepared a stock mimeographed
explanation, excerpts from which are here given:

is the American League Not Against Communism as 11
Fascism

The specific concern that the American League has with Fascism
and Communism relates only to the bearing of these two political and
economic systems on peace and democrac
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Communism is for peace and against the destruction of democ-
racy. The Soviet Union has demonstrated its desire for peace through
non-aggression pacts, membership in the League of Nations and con-
crete proposals for disarmament. The International policy of Com-
munism today is to co-operate with all forces defending democracy.

. . . Here in the United States they take an active part in oppos-
ing war and in supporting the democratic process of government.

The American League is against Fascism and its counterpart war.
At the same time, it recognized that Communism is against both war
and the destruction of democracy.

We again point out the present-day Communist tactic
of preaching “peace” and “democracy,” which we have
shown to be a tactic in the basic strategy to win mass
support for revolutionary action.

From the January issue of the “Amplifier:”

(Page 2) ... The American League has become a recognized
factor among the forces of this country. . . . Our pressure has been
felt nationally and locally on a number of issues. We fought the gag
bills in Congress with particular results on the Tydings-McCormack
military disaffection bill. . . . Senate investigation (La Follette Com-
mittee) of violations of civil rights and the militarization of youth
were other matters that received attention.

.

. .

Plans for winning further support:

The Industrial Mobilization Plan of the War Department

(Page 3) Labor’s stake in this situation conscription in war-
time : offers our best chance for securing the active participation of
trade unions in the fight.

. . . We must . . . bring pressure against the President and the
State Department to prevent recognition of Ethiopia as a part of
the Italian empire.

At the Eighth National Convention of the Communist
Party, U. S. A., held in 1934, one of the resolutions called
for the development of women Comrades to take more
active part in leadership of the class struggle. One
reason stated was, in the event of wr ar women would be
behind the lines to carry on the work of the Party. We
have also shown by Arthur Herzog’s letter in the intro-
duction to the section on “Communistic Activities” that
girls and women could be used as attractive “fronts.
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The American League Against War and Fascism recog-
nized the advantages in using women workers to ward
off “suspicion” (of communism?). Attention is called to
an excerpt from the “Amplifier” for February 1, 1937:

The women in the American League must develop themselves as
speakers. There are many places where women are accepted as
speakers . . . though men may be looked on with suspicion.

A report has just come. ... A woman speaker was invited to
speak before a group that would have been most useful in the work.
At the last minute the woman felt that a man from the League would
be more effective. The group before whom she was to speak became
alarmed and as a result that audience is now closed to the League

a woman’s speaking Bureau has been organized
A more intensive drive must be made to educate women on the

Spanish situation . . . through chain meetings, speakers before
women’s organizations, articles (which may be copied and mimeo-
graphed from sympathetic papers and mailed to friends)....

On Sunday, February 14, 1937, a western Massachu-
setts Conference of the League was held in Springfield.
It had been arranged by the Northampton and Spring-
field branches, who, in turn, induced a number of well-
known western Massachusetts citizens to stand as spon-
sors of this conference. The Rev. Dr. Harry Ward,
National Chairman, was chief speaker and Prof. Oliver
Larkin of Smith College presided. Larkin succeeded
Warne as New England Chairman of the League.

In the spring of 1937 the American League’s campaign
was as follows (“Amplifier,” March, 1937):

Before you receive this, the Senate and the House may have passed
the two “neutrality” bills which they are now considering.

. . . The Mcßeynolds Bill would bar collections in this country
a direct blow at the present campaign of aid in the form of medical
supplies, food and clothing for the Spanish government.

Both bills include civil war in their embargo provisions
Our job is to protest the adoption of both of these bills and to demand
legislation containing the following provisions:

1. That “Civil War” should not be included in general embargo
legislation.

2. That embargo legislation should cover all war supplies, loans
and credits.

3. That no discretion should be given to the President.
Get people to wire their Congressmen immediately in protest
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Defeat the Sheppard-Hill Bill.
It is supported by Americar Legion officials and other patriotic

3e conscripted as well as man andgroups who think that money can
labor. Use our new pamphlet
exposing this bill and the whole

‘A Blueprint for Fascism”—in
INDUSTRIAL MOBILIZATION PLAN.

Point out that “you can’t draft money,” and show that this Plan
“attacks the patriotism of American Labor” by suggesting that
American workers must be conscripted for national defens'

Wire or write your Congressman to oppose it.

In the section of this report dealing with the “Young
Communist League,” and with its magazine, “Champion
of Youth,” we have reprinted a portion of the “peace
ballot” which appeared therein. This same ballot was
printed in the “Amplifier” for April, 1937, page 5:

Youth Beetle
Under the auspices of the World Youth Congress a youth Peace

Poll has been started. It opens on April 5 with a national radio
hook-up over NBC and will run until May 20th. The Youth Section
of the League is participating along with many other national organ-
izations including Emergency Peace Campaign, Y. W. C. A., National
Student Federation, League of Nations Association, and others.

The Ballot has printed on the reverse side questions tending to
stimulate discussion of the issues. .

. . We recommend the setting
up of booths in schools, community centers, etc. The poll can be
taken whenever young people gather.

Likewise, in the section concerning the “Young Com-
munist League” we indicated how the Communists were
conducting a campaign to penetrate the Civilian Con-
servation Corps. The American League took up the
batLe by an issue of one of its special bulletins entitled
“Critical Issues,” No. 3, May, 1937:

Tale the Army out of the C. C. C. Youth in Uniform Hoxr Comel
In 1933 there were millions of homeless, jobless youngsters roaming

the highways and railroad yards of our country
So the young people were put to work in the C. C. C. . .

. All under
the command of 5,000 Army officers.

They only get $3O a month. They were expelled if they dared
organize. They received little vocational training. Reading matter
was censored. “Happy Days,” the authorized weekly newspaper of
the camps, had the following to say about a magazine that criticized
the administration of the C. C. C.: “We would like to meet the editors
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of this sheet in a dark alley some night. We still have enough World
War physical prowess left to change the white streak down a couple
of black backs to the yellow they should be.”

.VOW
President Roosevelt has asked that the camps be made perma-

nent. Military officers remain in charge.

WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE?
Pass H. R. 6210 introduced by Rep. John T. Bernard of Minnesota,

which provides:
1. That no military officers should be utilized in any capacity in the

camps.
2. That the President shall appoint a Board of Directors consisting

of representatives of youth, labor, educational and social service
organizations to direct the camps.

3. That all local camp directors, supervisors, and other personnel
shall be selected on the basis of civil service examinations and reg-
ulations.

The Army is no fit guardian for youth. A peaceful nation needs
no military reserves. 1 Pass the Bernard Bill. Write your Congress-

measure. Write the President
Get your club, your school, your

men urging their support for thi
ask him to support the measure,
trade union to do the same.

been the recipient of manyCongressman Bernard has
encomiums and the subject of many photographs in the
Communist press, and has been an American League
propagandist from Massachusetts platforms.

According to the “Amplifier” of July, 1937, new affili-
ates and renewals in United States cities during the month
of June included:

1. Branches of Icon
2. Branches of the Communist Party.
3. Branches of InternationalLabor Defense
4. Branches of Workers Alliance.
5. Branches of Communist Language Organizations.

a. Ukrainian Women’s Club.
h. Finnish Women’s Clubs.
c. Lithuanian Workers’ Club.
d. Creation Educational Club.

German-American Workers’ Club
6. Branches of the International Workers Order.
7. Branches of Friends of the Soviet Union.
8. Nature Friends

1 See Constitution of U. S. S. R., which requires univers
tbe American League upholds as the world’s greatest exp

mill
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These are all either component parts or creatures of
the Communist Party. The last organization, Nature
Friends, is a comparatively new creation of the Com-
munist Party. To date there has been no report made
to this Commission of the existence of such an organi-
zation in the Commonwealth. There are indications,
however, that it may be established here. It is another
method of recruiting Communist support by means of
outdoor activities.

In the fall of 1937 a call went forth throughout Massa-
chusetts to the Fourth National Congress to be held in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

This Congress was to change (and did change) the
name of the League to “American League for Peace and
Democracy.” The witness Lovett informed the Com-
mission on November 5, 1937, before the congress met,
that this would be the new name adopted at the Congress.

From the Call for the Congress

We summon all sections of the American community to assemble
to promote peace and defend democracy.

Send Delegat

Labor unions and farm organizations, peace societies and religious
groups, organizations of progressives and professionals, Negroes,
veterans, racial and minority groups, political parties and civic bodies,
language and fraternal orders, women’s and youth clubs all bodies
of the people, elect your representatives to this Congress!

Act on These Issue
An American Peace Policy: Make the United States a power for

Peace in the World. Stop the Fascist invaders of Spain and
China. Build the People’s Peace Force

Democratic Rights: Defend the rights of organized workers;
protect the trade unions from vigilante and reactionary forces; preserve
the freedom of national, racial, and religious minorities.

War Preparations: Free the people from the war-promoting
policies of the War and Navy Departments. Reduce war budgets,
defeat the Industrial Mobilization Plan. Halt militarization of our
youth.

Fascist Formations: Expose Fascist organizations of employers
anti-democratic agents and enemies of labor; protect the foreign-born
defeat repressive legislation

Call to Action
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Congress Endorsed by
Page 3) (These endorsements are personal, not organizational.)

Rep. John T. Bernard, Minnesota.
Bishop Edgar F. Blake, Methodist Church, Detroi
Rep. Gerald J. Boileau, Wisconsin.
John H. Bosch, President, National Farmers’ Holiday Association.
Oscar Brekke, President, South Dakota Holiday Association.
Rep. John M. Coffee, Washington.
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen, Executive Secretary, United Synagogues of

America.
Howard G. Costigan, Secretary, Washington Commonwealth Federa-

tion.
Joseph Curran, General Organizer, National Maritime Union.
S. H. Dalrymple, President, United Rubber Workers of America.
Prof. Jerome Davis, President, American Federation of Teachers.
Charles D. Egley, Manager, Farmer’s Union Live Stock Comm-Co.,

Minnesota.

State Senator C. W. Fine, North Dakota
Francis J. Gorman, Internationa! President, United Textile Workers

of America.
Chester A. Graham, National Junior Leader, Farmers Union
Mauritz A. Hallgren, Associate Editor, Baltimore Sun.
L, 0. Hartman, Editor, Zions Herald.
Donald Henderson, General President, United Cannery, Agricultural,

Packing and Allied Workers, of America.
Everett C. Herrick, President, Andover-Newton Theological School
William W. Hinckley, Chairman, American Youth Congress.
Rep. Nan Wood Honeyman, Oregon.
James H, Hubert, Executive Director, New York Urban League
Rockwell Kent, Artist.
Dale Kramer, Secretary-Treasurer, National Farmers’ Holiday Asso-

ciation
Governor William Danger, North Di
Joseph P. Lash, Secretary, America!
David Lasser, President, Workers .
John Lewis, President, Young People

akota
n Student Union.
Alliance.

League of United Synagogues
Rev. Donald G. Lothrop, Boston Community Church
Prof. Kirtley F. Mather, Harvard University.

; •

Lewis Merrill, President, United Office and Professional Workers of
America.

Jack R. McMichael, co-Chairman, National Inter-Collegiate Chri
tian Council.

C. Michael Mitzell, Chairman, Pennsylvania Farmers’ L'nion
George Nelson, National Board, Wisconsin Farmers’ Union.

Professor Albert Einstein.
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James Nelson, President, District 50, United Mine Workers of
America.

Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, Union Theological Seminary.
Rep. Jerry J. O’Connell, Montana.
Andrew Omholt, State Board, Pennsylvania Farmers’ Union
Joseph D. Persily, Regional Director, C. I. 0., Indiana.

Senator James P. Pope, Idaho.
Reid Robinson, President, International Union of Mine, Mill and

Smelter Workers.
Dr. A. L. Saohar, National Director, B’nai B’rith Hillel Foundation
J. J. Schefcik, Vice-President, District 1, Nebraska Farmers Union.
Rep. Byron N. Scott, California.
Robert G. Spivack, Secretary, International Student Servic
Donald Ogden Stewart, Writer.
Maxwell S. Stewart, Associate Editor, “The Nation
Edward E. Strong, Secretary, Southern Negro Youth Congress
Rep. Henry G. Teigan, Minnesota.
Rose Troiano, Chairman, National Industrial Council, Y. W. C. A.
Prof. David Vaughan, Boston University School of Theology.
Rev. William Bailey Waltmire, Humbolt Park Community M. I

Church, Chica
John G. Walz, Vice-President, North Dakota Farmers Holiday Asso-

ciation.
A. F. Whitney, President, Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen.
Byrl A. Whitney, Director, Educational and Research Bureau, Broth-

rhood of Railroad Trainmen.

(The above-quoted list contains at least 26 members of
the Communist Party and its active supporters.)
fe Witnesses Henderson, Lovett, Lothrop and others
before the Commission, when questioned as to present
activities and branches of the League within the Com-
monwealth, were vague and evasive. According to them
there was little or no activity here.

Lothrop, although for a time secretary and treasurer
of the New England District, testified he merely “lent
his name,” and had little or no knowledge of the organ-
ization. Lothrop has lent not only his name but his
efforts. He frequently has been a speaker, is a propa-
gandist for the League, and has led its picket lines. He
has participated in picket lines of other United Front
organizations.

Some of the Massachusetts communities in which the
American League for Peace and Democracy has branches
are:
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Boston. Provincetown
Fall River.
Dorchester.

Worcester.
Springfield
Northampton.
Lynn.

Brookline-Blighten

Two years ago Warne wrote in a letter that he was
forming a branch in Winchendon. We have reason to
believe that activity in the name of the League is under-
taken in the Fitchburg-Gardner area and in other por-
tions of the State. We have elsewhere in this report
shown how propaganda emanating from Communist
Language Groups has been issued over the imprint of the
American League Against War and Fascism.

Paul M. Reid, present national Executive Secretary of
the League, wrote the Commission that there are but
about 500 members in Massachusetts. The Commission
does not credit this figure. In May, 1935, in a telegram
to the then Governor of the Commonwealth, a New
England congress of the League claimed to represent
10,000 members. Of these, Massachusetts and Con-
necticut have the greater proportion.

As a matter of fact, there is such interlocking among
the American League for Peace and Democracy, the
International Labor Defense, the American Student
Union, Foreign Language “Workers Clubs” and other
Communist-allied organizations, that it is difficult to
separate the memberships. We believe that it is not an
overestimation (although it is an approximation) that
this League has about 1,000 individual members in
Massachusetts.

In addition to these individual memberships, delegates
from Massachusetts to the National Congress represent
a number of trade unions and other groups, total mem-
berships of which number many thousands. If the
approximation be based on these total numbers, then the
American League for Peace and Democracy in Massa-
chusetts has a potential strength of greatly over 10,000.
In estimating the total Communist-dominated forces in
the Commonwealth it would be a duplication to count all
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these groups as in the American League, and again to
include their numbers in other Communist organizations
covered in this report.

Financial statements indicate that the League is par-
tially supported by the American Fund for Public Service,
popularly known as the Garland Fund. So far as facts
show, this fund during its existence has contributed only
to Communist, I. W. W., or Left-Wing and radical move-
ments, and to those organizations which support and
extend the aims of the aforesaid groups. There is also
listed income from “subsidy.” The subsidizer is not
named. Records of the Communist Party of Massa-
chusetts show financial contributions from the American
League for Peace and Democracy.

Prof. Oliver Larkin at the present time is chairman of
the New England region. He was not available for
summons during the course of this investigation. He was
reported as being out of this investigation and not avail-
able for summons.

Prof. Colston E. Warne is a member of the National
Executive Committee from Massachusetts. Speaking
at Wellesley College in July, 1937, before the Institute
for Social Progress, he stated:

. .

. We have much to learn from the economic planning of the
Soviet Union. It is no longer valid to decry Communism and So-
cialism as undemocratic foreign growths. These movements are now
assisting democracy in its struggle against the Totalitarian State
[sfc]. This change is illustratedby Russia’s membership in the League
of Nations, liberal provisions in Russia’s Constitution and drastic
alteration of Communist policies. . . .

No comment is needed concerning the liberalization
and extension of democracy in Russia. Current events
speak for themselves. Warne has spent much of his
time within Soviet Russia and has conducted student
tours there.

On January 23, 1938, at Whitney Hall, Brookline, the
Brookline-Brighton branch presented Congressman John
T. Bernard with the subject, “What You Can Do to
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Preserve Democracy in America.” The other speaker
of the evening was Orville S. Poland, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union. His subject was,
“Labor Spy Racket in Massachusetts.” Poland cited
no occurrences set out in his topic title as occurring in
this Commonwealth, but recited some of the findings of
the La Follette Committee, so called, concerning in-
stances in other parts of the United States.

According to the letterhead of the American League
in November, 1937, the national officers included;

Harry F. Ward, Chairman. Jacob Mirsky, Vice-Chair-
Mrs. Victor L. Berger. man.
Earl Browder. William P. Mangold, Treas-
Max S. Hayes. urer.
Robert Morss Lovett

National ureau

Charles Krumbein.
William P. Mangold.
William B. Spofford.
Harry F. Ward.

Roger Baldwin.
Ludwig Bolz.
Leßoy E. Bowman.
Eleanor D. Brannan
Margaret Forsyth.
Clarence Hathaway.

James Waterman Wi

d St.Secretari
James Lerner, YouthPaul M. Reid, Executive.

Clara Bodian, Administra Dorothy McConnell, Women.
John Masso, Trade Union.
Rev. Herman F. Reissig,

tic

Joseph Pass, Editor, “The
Fight.” Religious.

Frank B. Blumenfield, Pub- Robert K. Speer, Education.
nd Publicity

National E. Committe

Israel Amter, New York.
Roger Baldwin, New York.
Winifred Chappell, New York.
Dr. George A. Coe, California.
Mrs. Clinton M. Barr, Wisconsin
Max Bedacht, New York.

Charles Blome, Missouri
Mrs. Ella Reeve Bloor, Pennsyl-

vania

L

Leßoy E. Bowman, New York.
Eleanor Brannan, New York.
Louise Bransten, New York.
Earl Browder, New York.Ruth Bennett, Oht

Mrs, Victor L. Berger, Wisconsin
Joseph Bingel, New Jersey.

William Brown, Ohio.
Clarence H. Carr, New V
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Rabbi Benjamin Goldstein, New Jacob Mirsky, New York.
Jack C. Morgan, California.
George A. Nelson, California.
Jessie Lloyd O’Connor, Pennsyl-

York.
Dr. Israel Goldstein, New York.
Mrs. Annie E. Gray, Colorado.
Gilbert Green, New York. vama.
Lem Harris, Minnesota. Frank Palmer, New York

Samuel C. Patterson, New York.
Rev. A. Clayton Powell, Jr., New

Clarence Hathaway, New York.
Max Hayes, Ohio.

York.Harry Haywood, Illinois.
A. A. Heller, New York. Reid Robinson, Montana.

Prof. Paul Rogers, Ohio.
Maurice N. Schaffer, Ohio.
Henry Shepard, New York

Donald Henderson, New York.
Harold Hickerson, New York.
Helen Holman, New York.
Rev. Wm. Lloyd Imes, New7 York.
Clarence Irwdn, Ohio.

Prof. Tredw 7ell Smith, New 7 York,
S. R. Solomonick, New 7 York.
E. Spitzer, Ohio.
Rev. William B. Spofford, New

York

Manning Johnson, New York.
Ernest Kornfeld, Pennsylvania.
Charles Krumbein, New York.
Corliss Lament, New York.
Harold Letts, New 7 York.
Rabbi Felix A. Levy, Illinois.
Mrs. Edward Lewis, Maryland.
E. C. Lindeman, New York.
Prof. George S. Counts, New

Mike Stanowdch, Pennsylvania.
Arthur A. Link, North Dakota.
Trent Longo, Ohio.
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett, Illi-

nois.

Mrs. Chas. Lundquist, Minnesota
Dorothy McConnell, New 7 York.
Charles C. Webber, New7 York.
James Wechsler, New York.

York
Margaret Cowl, New York.
Malcolm Cowley, New York.
Paul Crosbie, New York.
Dorothy Detzer, District of Co-

Louis Weinstock, New York.
James Waterman Wise, New

York.lumbif
Tom Wright, Illinois.D. Mack Easton, Colorado.

C. W. Fine, North Dakota.
James W. Ford, New 7 York.
Margaret Forsyth, New York.
Sander Genis, Minnesota.

Harry A. Warner, New 7 York.
Maxw 7ell S. Stewart, New 7 York.
Louise Thompson, New7 York.
George Trcpper, New 7 York.
Erich von Schroetter, Illinois.
Alfred Wagenknecht, Missouri.
Dr. Harry F. Ward, New Jersey
Prof. Colston E. Warne, Mass.

Ben Gold, New York.
Paul L. Goldman, New York.
J. E. McDonald, Illinois.
Earl A. McHugh, Ohio,

William P. Mangold, New York.

We present a few further details of support given to
Communist and allied activities by some of these indi-
viduals :
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Harry F. Ward
Methodist Episcopal minister, at one time teacher at

Boston University; present, professor at Union Theo-
logical Seminary; a founder and national chairman of
the American Civil Liberties Union; a founder and gen-
eral secretary of the Methodist Federation for Social
Service; on advisory council of American Society for
Cultural Relations with Russia; contributor to publica-
tions of the Communist Party; demanded in 1931 that
the Secretary of War lift the ban against the Commu-
nist Party in the Philippines; a consistent speaker with
Communist officials on many platforms. This is but a
portion of his affiliations. Back in 1920 he assisted the
I. W. W. in their class struggle against capitalism.

On his latest appearance in Massachusetts, at the
Y. W. C. A. in April, 1938, he declared the United States
must now choose between going under Fascist control or
an “extension of democratic control;” that under a
totalitarian State there is no way out except by force
and violence, because the State is imposed by force and
violence; that a Fascist dictatorship would come in the
United States under a false slogan of “democracy,” as it
came in Germany under a false slogan of “national
socialism.”

“Democracy” is the present slogan of the Communist
Party, but the Party has in mind a totalitarian State,
Soviet, rather than Fascist. The Reverend Doctor Ward,
in his warning against dictatorship, made no mention of
the Communist type of tyranny.

When asked if he believed that increased unionization
of workers was not also an extension of democracy, he
retorted that he would have to distinguish between the
“reactionary dictatorship of the American Federation of
Labor and the democratically controlled C. I. O.”

Earl Browder
Chief official of the Communist Party in the United

States.
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Max S. Hayes

Former editor of the “Cleveland Citizen;” nominee,
Farmer-Labor Party, 1920, for vice-president; speaker
for “Friends of the Soviet Union,” International Workers
Aid (later renamed Workers’ International Relief).

Robert Morss Lovett

Professor-emeritus, Chicago University; executive
board, American Civil Liberties Union; Russian Recon-
struction Farms; president, League for Industrial De-
mocracy; former president, Communist Federated Press
League; American Committee on Information about
Russia; endorsed Communist candidate, Chicago, 1933;
National Committee of Friends of the Soviet Union; and
member of a large number of similar organizations.

Roger Baldwin
Official, American Civil Liberties LTnion; former mem-

ber I. W. W.; director, Garland Fund; Russian Recon-
struction Farms; International Labor Defense; Workers
International Relief; International Committee for Politi-
cal Prisoners; national committee, Friends of the Soviet
LT nion; delegate to World Congress against Imperialism.
At Harvard University, he stated, “The aim is Commu-
nism.”

Leßoy E. Bowman

Professor, Columbia University; conference for Pro-
gressive Political Action; Council of People’s Lobby.

Clarence A. Hathaway

Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A.;
editor, “Daily Worker.”

Rev. William B. Spofford

Episcopal Minister; executive secretary, Church
League for Industrial Democracy; Federal Council of
Churches of Christ in America.
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Joseph Pass
Communist functionary and author.

Frank B. Blumenfield
Communist; writer of letter to Warne hereinbefore

quoted concerning United Front in Springfield.

Israel Amter
Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A.; na-

tional secretary, Unemployed Council; League of Struggle
for Negro Rights; at one time on executive committee
of Communist International; Communist candidate for
mayor of New York City, 1937.

Max Bedacht
Chief Executive International Workers’ Order, and

prominent Communist leader.

Ella Reeve Bloor
Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A

Winifred L. Chappell

Secretary, Social Service Commission of Methodist
Church; committee on Church and Social Service of
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America; 1932,
Communist League of Professional Groups for Foster
and Ford; International Labor Defense; Amsterdam
World Congress Against War; League for Industrial
Democracy.

George S. Counts
Member, “joint technical staff of the First American

Trade Union Delegation to Russia,” with a group of
Communists; author, “Education in Soviet Russia,” in
volume published by that delegation. Translator of the
Communist Ilin’s “New Russian Primer;” writer in de-
fence of Soviet Union; Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity.
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Malcolm Cowley

National Committee, Friends of the Soviet Union;
John Reed Club; Communist League (1932) of Pro-
fessional Groups for Foster and Ford; International
Labor Defense; editor, “New Republic.”

Paul Crosbie
Communist; in insurance business, New York City;

featured by “Daily Worker” and other Communist publi-
cations as a Communist member of the American Legion.

James W. Ford
Communist candidate for Vice-President, 1932 and

1936.

Ben Gold
Communist; national secretary, Needle Trade Work-

ers Industrial Union; head of Fur Workers Union; na-
tional committee of Friends of the Soviet Union.

Ben Goldstein
Ousted from Birmingham, Alabama, synagogue where

he was Rabbi, for Left-Wing activities.

Gilbert Green
Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A.; na-

tional secretary, Young Communist League; writes under
name of Gil Green; his name is Gilbert Greenberg.

Lem Harris

Contributor, Communist publications; national com-
mittee of Friends of the Soviet Union; lived and worked
in Russia.

Harry Haywood

Communist functionary and author; executive board,
League of Struggle for Negro Rights.
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Communist; editor, “Soviet Russia Today;” con-
tributing editor, “Daily Worker.”

Communist; former professor, Columbia University;
national committee, Friends of the Soviet Union; pres-
ent head, C. I. 0. Agricultural Workers Industrial Union.

Communist; national committee, Workers’ Interna-
tional Relief; official of Workers’ Ex-Service Men’s
League; John Reed Club.

Communist; professor; editor of “Soviet Russia To-
day;” contributor to many Communist publications.
In a review of a Communist pamphlet he wrote, “It
will take a long time to completely liquidate the church

the task cannot be undertaken too soon or too ener-
getically.”

E. C. Lindeman

Contributing editor, “New Republic;” board of
People’s Lobby; chairman, national committee, “Pio-
neer Youth of America.”

National board, American Civil Liberties Union; con
tributor to “Daily Worker;” executive board, Feder
ated Press; reception committee to Soviet Flyers.

Communist, national committee, Friends of the Soviet
Union; author, “Good News from Russia;” worker for
Russian recognition; formerly associate editor, “Mos-
cow Daily News,” and teacher in Moscow.

A. A. Heller

Donald Henderson

Harold Hickerson

Corliss Lamont

Frank L. Palmer

Maxwell S. Stewart
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Alfred Wagenknecht

Central Committee, Communist Party, U. S. A.; na-
tional secretary, Workers’ International Relief.

Charles C. Webber
Clergyman; associate director, “Field Work,” Union

Theological Seminary; League for Industrial Democ-
racy; John Reed Club; author, “Methodists turn Social-
istic,” which appeared in the “World Tomorrow,” July,
1933.

Louis Weinstock
Communist; national committee of Friends of the

Soviet Union.
Publications.

The League publishes two monthly magazines and a
large number of pamphlets and other forms of propa-
ganda.

The “Amplifier” has been an “inside” news organ and
organizational bulletin. It indicates the “line” for mem-
bers to follow, and also provides the program for building
the League. In the foregoing pages there have been
numerous quotations from the “Amplifier.” We review
herewith two other typical issues:

(Page 1) The most dangerous proposals are a Federal Sedition
Bill, the amendment of Section 6 of the Criminal Code so that con-
viction for conspiracy can be secured without reference to any overt
act, and an appropriation for an espionage bureau in the Department
of Justice, making it a criminal offense to urge any member of the
armed forces to violate his oath of allegiance.

.
. .

. . . Our present tactic in this campaign is to bring pressure on
Senators and Congressmen which they can see means actual votes. . . ■

(Page 5) We condemn all such proposals as further restriction of
the meager civil rights won at such great cost by the common people
of America, as a weapon in the hands of the wealthy employing class
for the further oppression of the workers and poverty-stricken farmers
in their struggle for better conditions and as an attempt to introduce
Fascist practices by legal means in the United States.

January 15, 1935
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March 15, 1935.
From the Bureau,” by Dr. Harry F. Ward
We can record some victories. . . . The Sedition Bill has not yet

been introduced. It is time to multiply protests against all this
legislation, to your State legislature and to your representatives in
Washington. The victories recorded so far show that protest and
pressure are not futile, that they most decidedly bring results. Use
the postcards and individual petition lists we have sent you and get
more. Get more and more organizations to pile up protest resolutions.

The attempt to deport Straehey registers the extent of the Hearst
pressure upon the Administration, together with that of his unsavory
allies. This case will be fought to the last ditch by the American Civil
Liberties Union. But it will be won, not on legal grounds, but by the
counter-pressure we and all the progressive and liberal forces exert
upon the Administration. .

. .

“Religious Leaders Form National Committee of League

There has recently been organized a National Religious Committee
of the American League Against War and Fascism. At present there
are 28 members of the National Committee representing seven denom-
inations. . . .

The National Religious Committee is a subcommittee of the Amer-
ican League, seeking to enroll members from among the religious
forces in the United States.

.

. .

... It is suggested that officers of the Central Committees make
an effort to interest and enlist clergymen, settlement workers, Y. M.
C. A, Y. W. C. A., Y. M. H. A., and Y. W. H. A. workers in their
various cities.

... In New York, in co-operation with the New York City Com-
mittee, the National Religious Committee is asking the clergy of the
city to refrain from supplying scriptural texts to the daily editorial
columns of the Hearst papers and to ask their congregations not to
buy or read the Hearst papers. This is a project upon which the
religious folk in yourcity may be put to work at once.

The League publishes another magazine for wide dis-
tribution among those making up the United Front and
also for the general public. Its letterhead entitles it
“The Fight.” On the cover of the magazine these words,
in small lettering, have been followed by “Against War
and Fascism.” Its editor is Joseph Pass; its assistant
editor is Charles Preston. It is published monthly by the
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National Executive Committee. We quote excerpts from
the issue of October, 1937:

“A Vigilante Speaks” —By Marion Burroughs; illustrated by
David Burke.

(Page 8) An interview with Ormsby McHarg, high-powered exec-
utive secretary of the Fascist-like Citizens National Committee the
poisonous offspring of reactions love-fest at Johnstown, Pennsylvania,
Mr. McHarg’s memory is poor at times, but he gets his meaning across
to our writer. . . . An object-lesson for Americans to ponder, if they
would learn how it “might happen here”.

“Crossroads for the Farmer” By Harlan Crippen
(Page 10) The great issue of Democracy or reaction confronts the

American farmer. Will he take the progressive road or the disastrous
road of Fascism? His answer depends largely on organization.

(Page 11) . . . A great many farmers today are confused and angry
because they are unorganized and helpless. They want to fight back
to save themselves and their families and farms, but as yet are un-
certain of who, what or how to fight.

America’s Fascist-minded men are not unaware of this fact, and
have taken steps to capitalize upon the misery of the farmer. Today
they are concentrating great efforts upon confusing and deceiving the
farm population.

(Page 15) The white-collar was long thought to be a badge of
superiority, but all too often it was little more than a slave-collar.
Now white-collar workers are forming unions. The president of the
United Office and Professional Workers of America tells of this stirring
change.

“The Office is Organizinc

Dan Rico.

“Invitation to Madrid” By Valentine Ackland; illustrated by
H. J. Glintenkamp.

(Page 21) The English poet, attending the International Writers
Congress in Spain, found a new form of humanity coming to birth,
“And it is good.”

“Those Who Wait”— By Samuel Satin; illustrated by William
Westley.

(Page 22) You’ve seen them or their pictures, many times
these Americans of a new kind who refuse to starve. They sit in the

Lewis Merrill; illustrated by
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W. P. A. offices and sit and sit. But who are they? What do they
think about? Why do they struggle? And what do they meet with?
Read this true account of a group of writers who wouldn’t say die:

We’re going to stay. We decided to stay and we’re going to stay.
We discuss the situation over and over, voicing our complaints.

cursing the administration and firmly determined to sit and sit no
end. . . •

. . . The sergeant gets a shook. At twelve we all pull out sand
wiches and eat. . . . The zero hour comes. . . .

We face each other, the guards and ourselves . . . sharp, suspicious
and expectant. The fat-faced captain of the guards goes into a long
conference 'with his lesser lights. None of us can make out what is
going on, but we all have fairly good guesses. To back them, the
elevator comes up and disgorges sixteen additional guards and many
newsmen and photographers. Both sides of the embattled groups
issue statements. I find out about this new shipment of guards.
They have no badges, these men. Two are Bergoff employees, the
rest are agents of the F. B. I. G-men. The odds are ridiculous.

We go into our own conclave. Alex suggests a stiff front. Of
course we know that our small group has no chance to buck up against
twenty-eight experienced bruisers. But we’ll have to be carried out.
No fighting, but they’ll have to take us bodily, in full view of the
cameras. . . .

The inglorious person of Captain Smith wobbles over to us. . . .

“Listen, Boys; it’s six o’clock. The building is closed and I must
ask you to go. Be sensible. You can’t get anything this way. Please
go; we don’t want to throw you out.”

. . . Smith stands there like a petty prince who has it within his
power to beat and drive human-beings, lord of all the clubs and bruisers
of the seventh floor, squirming, smiling from his full-moon face. On
either side of him, like the wings of a bat, are the rest of his crew.
The newsmen are standing on the desks, their cameras posed. Some
of them are Guildsmen, I know. Some aren’t. Some represent the
dirtiest of the presses.

The voice of Smith jars on me like the clank of an old tin-can;
“I understand and I sympathize with you (the liar) but I got orders

to put you out. Now it’s up to you; we don’t want no trouble. You
don’t belong here. Please go.”

. . .We crowd together, ready to stand firm. “We stay.” And
loudly again, “We slay.”.

. .

Morning found us before the Project building picketing and dis-
tributing leaflets. .

. .

We were far from subdued. We broke the ground for newer and
greater action. We knew that not only a handful fought back on this
line, that we were a symbol of many fighting their battles against
injustice and reaction; against hunger and misery.
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“Building the League” By Paul Reid.
(Page 27)

. . . The recent national convention of the Armenian
Youth of America, held at Boston, heard an address by Mrs. Marion
Pollard Burrows, New England organizer of the American League.
This youth organization is one of the national affiliates of the League.
In the meantime, the Workers Alliance of America through its Na-
tional Actions Committee is also considering affiliation with the
League.

Among the books recommended in this issue are “Let
Freedom Ring,” which is an annual report of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, and “Equal Rights,” the year
book of the International Labor Defense.

From time to time special bulletins are sent out to
guide branch activities, and to give zest to current cam-
paigns. For instance, “Critical Issues No. 4” was issued
in June, 1937:

‘Defend Labor’s Eights Act Now!’

1. Support the organization of citizens for the defense of labor’s
rights in local communities. Join up to . . . act as observers at labor
demonstrations; participate in picket lines; speak at labor meetings;
oppose the information of vigilante associations and law and order
groups; . . . write letters to local newspapers and circulate petitions
of protest to state and local authorities; demand the withdrawal of
private police.

2. Urge governors, mayors and sheriffs in conflict areas to refuse to
call out the National Guard or state police. . . .

3. Petition Federal agencies —La Follette Committee, National
Labor Relations Board, Labor Department, Department of Jus-
tice. . . .

Defend democracy support labor’s rights!

From a few of their numerous pamphlets

“What Do You Mean Fascism?” Issued in 1935.
Fascism is the final and most repressive form of capitalism

“How Will We Fight Fascism?

By explaining that the economic essence of Fascism is the
attempt to prop up the failing capitalist system with all the aid that
the state can bring to its support, that this is the basic reason for its
repressive aspects.

... It is the task of our constituent organizations to give the
people outlet for their emotions ... by showing them what is to be
put in place of the capitalist system.
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“Guns Are Ready” By Seymour Waldman (published in 1935)
. . . President Roosevelt himself showed how thin is the pacifist

cloak under which he launches gigantic War measures.
.

.

. The U. S. imperialists appreciate the serious damage that a
single bomber could do to the Canal. Therefore, to get rid of such a
menace to U. S. imperialism is of no small importance, especially when
the War Department has plenty of factories blueprinted and ready to
start into mass production of these planes at a moment’s notice.

. .
, But behind the demagogic attack on the munitions makers,

the Administration puts forward its real program, namely, that of
consolidating, centralizing, increasing the efficiency of the War ma-
chine. . . . Behind the smoke screen of “taking the profit out of war”,
the Administration is preparing a smooth working top organization to
set the War machine in motion. . . .

. . . Workers recall to their fellows how American marine workers
in Seattle in 1919, refused to load ships with munitions and other War
supplies destined for the Siberian armies of Admiral Kolchak, the
White Guard spearhead of the imperialist interventionist campaign
led by the British, French, Japanese and American governments
against the newly founded workers’ and farmers’ government The

iviet Union

“National Defense” —By J
1936).

ihn Franklin (published in April,

(Page 5) The increased apprc
the present administration. T 1
organizations such as the D. A.
League. .

.
.

oriations for war were supported by
ey were demanded by “patriotic”
1., American Legion, and the Navy

All this was done in the sacred name of “national defense.
National Defense for whom? .

. .

The real attack on us is being prepared at home
Openly the Army and National Guard prepare for war on the

American people. And over our heads hangs the threat of a complete
military dictatorship over every phase of our civil and economic life,

a dictatorship enforced by the iron heel of the United States Army,
to be established whenever the President shall decidea di

that a national emergency exists
The real enemy is in our midst

American Legion and Civil Liberty”— By Walter Wilson (p
lisheci in September, 1936'

(Page 3) Generallyspeaking, ever since its inception the domin
forces within the Legion have reflected the interests of Big Busin
and taken on the attitudes of “professional patriots.”

. . .

In Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in 1924 a visiting national vice-commander
the Legion assisted armed Legionnaires to brea
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morial meeting and helped to compel all of the participants, including
women and children, to salute the flag as they left the hall. In 1932
the national convention of the Legion adopted a resolution that “the
American Legion commends the activities of those of its Post which
in the past year have boldly resisted radical and Communist ac-
tivities.”

.

.
.

. . . During the course of the Legion’s existence since 1919 the
partial record shows that Legion leaders or Posts without rebuke . .

.

worked for the registration and deportation of aliens.
... At the present time the big fight waged by the reactionaries

in the Legion is to outlaw “subversive elements”, and to drive “reds”
and “pinks” from the American school system. . . .

. . . The 1934 convention of the Legion passed a resolution asking
Congress to enact a law for “recording and checking” the movements
of aliens through compulsory registration and finger-printing. The
1935 Legion convention recommended to Congress that it pass a law
for the “immediate deportation of all alien-born persons who are
members of any society, group or organization that proposes to change
or overthrow this government by force or violence.” . . .

The 1934 national convention made some serious attacks on freedom
of the press. .

.

. One condemning religious pacifism read:
“Whereas, Said propaganda is not only inimical to the best interests

of the land and to the youth thereof, but is also an insult to the count-
less thousands of defenders of the Republic who are members of said
religious denominations; therefore, be it

“Resolved, That we condemn the appearance of such un-American
traitorous matter in said religious publications.”

The other
“Whereas, Communist propaganda is flooding the United States

mails, at the expense of the American tax-payers; therefore be it
“Resolved, The use of the mails be forbidden to any publications

advocating revolution and overthrow of our form of government by
force or violence, or which is sponsored by un-American or Communist
sources; . . .”

The inevitable result of such gag laws as those proposed by the
American Legion is to hamstring labor and reform movements, . . .

A Blueprint for Fascism”— By Frank B. Blumenfield (formerly
of Springfield) (published in February, 1937).

You’re in the Army now, Buddy, and you’ll do as you’re told or
else

You’ll go to work in a uniform and you’ll salute your boss,
It’s no use going to another town. They have the same regulations

everywhere. Besides, you’re detailed to this job, and here you’ll stay
until further orders from the C. 0.

Foreword.
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Strike? Are you crazy, man? They’ll have the military police on
your tail, and what they’ll do to you in the guardhouse is nobody’s
business. After they are through with what’s left of you, they’ll ship
you off to war ... if they don’t stand you up against a wall. . . .

, . . They’ve taken your wife and she’s working there right now,
punching holes in bits of steel that they put together and make pistols
of. Your son? Why, where’ve you been? He’s at Camp Wilson,
learning how to shoot straight.

Impossible
Impossible? It sounds like Germany, or Italy? Then you don’t

know about the Industrial Mobilization Plan.
... It is entirely conceivable that a “domestic disturbance” could

set the Plan in motion.
. .

.

. . . Further down the bill reads; “in the event of war, or of a
national emergency declared by Congress to exist”, which makes the
word “emergency” as broad and all-inclusive as you please. .

. .

There is no time to los<
. . The American People must

is still free and discussion is per-learn the facts now while the pre
mitted. . . .

The American League Again;
You worker, farmer, professiona

t War and Fascism calls upon
, housewife, youth to urge your
ct the Sheppard-Hill Bill and all
the books the whole or any part

Nona

representatives in Congress to reje
other bills which would place upon
of the Industrial Mobilization Plan,

“The Fascist International” —By Harry F. Ward (published in
March, 1937).

The Socialist International tried to use Democracy, and the
Communist International, since 191 has been trying to defend it

Now, . . . they gather as ain, all the feudal remnants, all
■oy the democratic process before itof the capitalist reaction to dest

leads to the social change that will rem themfrom the seat of power.
Consider the strange situi ,tion in which we find ourselves,

our States, laws to outlaw radicalWe have been passing, in many of
groups, and one political party in on the hypothesis that
this party proposes to overthrow the Constitution and the Govern-
ment of the United States by force and violence. . . . The issue cannot
be decidedby a clear line-up between the so-called democratic countries
and the Fascist states. Not even with the inclusion of the Soviet
Union in the “democratic bloc”, where it clearly belongs by virtue
of its economic democracy and its new constitution.
... It is only when there are people’s front governments in Great

Britain and the United States that there can be a clear line of division
between the democratic world and the Fascist world. . . .
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The pamphlets and magazines which have been quoted
in this section of the report are all included in the cata-
logue of the Communist Party’s presses, Workers Library
Publishers, and International Publishers. In turn, the
American League for Peace and Democracy advertises
Communist publications in its organs. For example, in
June, 1935, the League carried an advertisement under
the headline “Books for the Fight Against War and
Fascism:”

Can you really answer

1. Do Communists believe in “force and violence”?
2. What solution does Communism offer the middle class?
3. Does Communism mean strikes? revolution? women’s

rights? “Moscow gold”? democracy? patriotism? peace?
war? socialism? religion? atheism?

“What is Communism?” —• By Earl Browder,

A series of Brilliant Articles Gen. Sec’y Com. Party
U. S. A.

“New Masses” America’s Only Revolutionary Weekly
10c.

The American League combined with the Communist
New Theatre League in a contest for anti-war and anti-
Fascist plays.

In the same issue of June, 1935, the League recom-
mended Malcolm Cowley’s book, “Writers Against
Fascism,” as being a revised version of a speech given at
the opening session of the American Writers’ Congress;

If our culture survives it will only beby virtue of a fight, in which the
writers and the artists will take part like everybody else. They
shouldn’t have any trouble in choosing sides, with all the evidence at
hand. Today it is the capitalists who are destroying the so-called
capitalist culture. The only way to defend it is to take it out of their
hands and to spread the best of it as widely as possible among those
who have shown themselves best qualified to keep it alive that is,

Qong the broad masses of the people.

Elsewhere we have stated that the American Writers
Congress was a meeting of revolutionary writers in
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America, planned and arranged by the Communist Party,
together with its United Front allies.

The back cover of the American League’s publication
of June, 1935, advertised additional books written by
famous Communists:

Extra Special for Readers of “Fight’

“Wab, Peace and the Soviet Union
By G. Gorham

A document in the fight for peace

“The Coming Struggle for Power”
By John Strachey

An analysis of the rise and decline of
Capitalism

“I Change Worlds’
By Anna Louise Strons

World History as told through the eyei
of the author.

“The Nature of Capitalist Crisis”
By John Strachey

A Marxist analysis of the present crisis
and the way out.

The Friends of the Soviet Union, according to testi-
mony, no longer maintain an official headquarters in
Boston. The National Organization still exists, how-
ever, and numbers Massachusetts residents in its mem-
bership. In 1934 it claimed 2,000,000 members nation-
ally. Elisa Trebst, member of the Communist Party
and present manager of its book store on Beach Street
in Boston, was Executive Secretary of the Friends of
the Soviet Union Branch when it was located at 12
Newbury Street, Boston.

Twr o of the tasks undertaken by the F. S. U
1. The collection of petitions in 1933 when they sought

1,000,000 signatures asking the recognition of Soviet
Russia by the United States government.

2. The task of systematically defaming Carveth Wells
and seeking to ban Wells’ motion picture entitled “The

Friends of the Soviet Union.
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Truth About Russia.” In this campaign the F. S. U.
was successful to the point of causing the distributor of
the film to cease releasing it. Wells took the scenes of
which this film was made during an extended tour of
Russia which he describes in his book “Kapoot.” This
book has also been the subject of denunciation by Com-
munist groups.

The Friends of the Soviet Union instructed its mem-
bers as to the methods by which they could carry on
their work for Soviet Russia.

From “Who are the Friends of the Soviet Union?”
(published by National Committee, Friends of the Soviet
Union, New York):

Daily Activity of Members.
(Page 12) The following three activities can be carried on by

members of the F. S. U. daily in connection with our campaigns, and
independently as well.

1. Talk Soviet Union
Always talk about the Soviet Union to your fellow-worker, friend,

neighbor. There are all kinds of ways of broaching the subject. Find
out what the other fellow knows or thinks about the Soviet Union.
Talk to him in a friendly manner and patiently try to win him over. It
may be of interest to bring the misinformation you will discover, or
questions your fellow-worker, friend or neighbor will ask, before the
meeting of your branch, for the purpose of an open discussion. Thus,
members will learn to talk more effectively with their fellow-workers
and friends.

Sell “Soviet Russia Today,

The illustrated monthly magazine “Soviet Russia Today” is one
of the best means for bringing the truth about the Soviet Union to the
American masses. The magazine is the official organ of the F. S. U.
and reflects its life and activities. The readers who are sympathetic
to the Soviet Union may be won over to membership in the organiza-
tion. If they are properly approached with an application card they
will fill it out gladly. Sell the magazine at every opportunity.

3. Sell Literature.
The F. S. U. carries a stock of books and pamphlets, each dealing

with some phase of Socialist construction and life in the Soviet Union.
These books and pamphlets treat subjects in much greater detail
than can be done in an article in the magazine. They are extremely

valuable for acquiring adequate knowledge of the tremendous activity
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going on in the Soviet Union. This literature should be sold by mem-
bers at all times. Special efforts should be made to sell it to workers
in shops, trade unionists, Socialist Party members, and students.

Utilization of Struggles and Movements
(Page 13) Strikes and other struggles of the workers against the

lowering of their standard of living, struggles of the unemployed, for
adequate relief and against evictions, struggles of farmers, tenants,
small depositors against the loss of their life savings, struggles of
Negroes for equal rights, should be utilized by the F. S. U. to bring the
truthabout the Soviet Union to the masses involved in the struggles by
contrasting their conditions here with conditions in the Soviet Union.

Wherever a struggle develops, the issues involved and everything
connected with the struggle should be discussed by the local F. S. U.
The branch wherever possible should arrange public meetings on the
issues involved to bring out publicly the difference between the two
social systems. The stronger and more developed branches should
issue special leaflets, and send speakers to meetings of the organi-
zation involved in the struggle.

Then there are united front actions and conferences which also
■r opportunities for carrying out the aims of the F. S. U. But due

consideration must be given to what each local organization is able
to do at the particular time. It would be a mistake to engage in more
activities than the local’s forces and political development permit.
In all activities in connection with the struggles or campaigns con-
ductedby other organizations, the F. S. U. must guard against merging
itself into the organization primarily carrying on the- campaign or the
struggle, but must at all times remember its own independent func-
tion which it has to perform. It must utilize every occasion for draw-
ing to itself new elements in order to strengthen the organization and
enable it to extend its activities to ever new and greater numbers.

The F. S. U. issues many publications, most of them
explaining and interpreting Russia’s “democratic” social
progress. It also publishes a magazine, “Soviet Russia
Today.” The articles and pictures in this magazine seek
to show the great benefits and advantages enjoyed by
Russian workers, stressing the theme that Russia is the
only successful nation in the world today.

The issue of November, 1937, was in celebration of
the twentieth anniversary of the Soviet dictatorship,
and was an enlarged special issue. We quote from its
table of contents:
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“Soviet Russia Today 1917-193’
by F. S. U. Publications, Inc
N.Y.

November, 1937. Published
Suite 401, 824 Broadway, N. Y.,

Editorials.
“The Search for Peace
“Litvinov at Geneva.”
“The March to Socialist Victory” Corliss Lament.
“The Greatest Revolution in History” Col. Raymond Robins.

Col. Raymond Robins is the well-known social economist who was
in charge of the American Red Cross Commission in Russia in 1917-
1918. In 1933 he travelled over eight thousand miles of Soviet terri-
tory studying methods of production and education.

“The U. S. S. R. Leads Against Fascism” Joseph Breslaw.
Joseph Breslaw is Vice-President of the International Ladies Gar-

ment Workers Union, and Manager of Local No. 35 of the Cloak and
Suit Pressers’ Union.

“I am Gratefulto Soviet Russia” Theodore Dreiser
“At the Table of Life” Martin Anderson Nexo.
“I Watched the Soviets Grow” Anna Louise Strong.

Anna Louise Strong has been watching the Soviets, and writing and
lecturing about them for sixteen years. She is “Soviet Russia
Today’s” special correspondent in Moscow.

“Soviet Planning” Mary Van Kleecl

Mary Van Kleeck, one of America’s leading sociologists, is Asso-
ciate Director of the International Relations Institute.

“Soviet Socialism Combs of Age” Sidney Webb,
“U. S. S. R. 1917-1937” Genevieve Taggard.

Genevieve Taggard, the gifted American poet, is the author of
“The Life and Mind of Emily Dickinson,” and several volumes of
verse, of which the latest is “Calling Western Union.”

■iigerist, M.D“All Union Health” Henry E

Dr. Henry E. Sigerist has been professor and director of the Institute
of the History of Medicine at Johns Hopkins University since 1932, and
has travelled widely in the U. S. S. R.p

“Twenty Years of Soviet Growth, Special Pictorial Section
“The Triumph of the Intellect” —M. Ilin.
‘Soviet Worker
‘Soviet Farmer;

Contents
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“The Jewish People in the U. S. R. ” James Waterman Wist

James Waterman Wise is a well-known writer and lecturer. He is
associate editor of “People’s Press.”

Arctic Frontier”— H. P. Smolka.

H. P. Smolka is the author of “40,000 Against the Arctic,” the
first comprehensive story of the Soviet work in the Arctic, recently
published here. Mr. Smolka lives in London, but is now touring the
United States and gatheringmaterial for a book on America.

Seeds of Tomorrow in Taiga and Steppe”—Bruce Hopper.

Bruce Hopper is a professor of Government at Harvard University
and the author of “Pan-Sovietism

“Magnitka”— Otto Werner.
“Anniversary Greetings.”

“These Twenty Years, Chroni le of Events” — compiled by
Theodore Bayer.

uis Harap.“Where Philosophy Counts”— I

Louis Harap, of the Department of Philosophy, Harvard University,
is a contributor to “Science and Society.” [This is a Marxian Quar-
terly which has an office in Cambridge, Mass. See that section of
this report dealing with “Publications and Book Shops.”]

Baltic Deputy and the Soviet Film”—Anita Marbur

Anita Marburg, writer and critic, is an instructor of English at
Sarah Lawrence College.

Jessica Smith, Editor.
Theodore Bayer, Managing Editor.
Alexander Lev, Business Manager.

uncil.
Dr. John Kingsbury
Corliss Lament.

Editorial i
Dorothy Brewster
Malcolm Cowley.
Robert W. Dunn.
Thyra Edwards.
Mildred Fairchild,
A. A. Heller.

George Marshall.
Broadus Mitchell.
Isobel Walker Soule
Maxwell S. Stewart.

Langston Hughes

From the aforenoted articles contributed by two resi-
dents of the Commonwealth are the following excerpts:



HOUSE —No. 2100. [June520

‘Where Philosophy Counts”— By Louis Harap

(Page 83) Philosophy in the Soviet Union is no longer an isolated
“subject,” but a fertilizing influence. . . . like heavy industry and
consumers’ goods, it has a place in the Five Year Plan.

.

. The study of philosophy in our contemporary bourgeois world
could scarcely have less relevance to the present agony of men.

The Soviet Union, on the contrary, is experiencing a new integration
of men’s beliefs, interests and activities.

The philosophy of dialectical materialism is at the core of this new
outlook, providing a set of principles that fructify the arts and sciences,
as well as industrial practice. Lenin had demonstrated that “revolu-
tionary practice is impossible without revolutionary theory,” and that
dialectical materialism lay at the base of this revolutionary theory.

. .
. Philosophy in the Soviet Union is no longer an isolated “sub-

ject” but is a fertilizing and unifying influence.

“Seeds op Tomorrow in Taiga and Steppe”—By Bruce Hopper.

(Page 73) . .
. Now, the clan of the Soviet system carries revo-

lutionary energy into taiga and steppe, developing the resources to
the utmost, revitalizing the people, and creating a new spiritual
identity for the entire continent through its influence.

We could sum up the political changes wrought by Russia by say-
ing that the Bolsheviks support native aspirations against the com-
mon enemy which is imperialism. They offer self-development and
cultural autonomy to racial minorities. . . . And they provide an

increasing share in the Central Government at Moscow to the Asiatic
minorities . .

. which can not fail to excite the envy of the tribal
cousins of such people just across the long Asiatic frontier. The in-
teresting phase of Soviet influence beyond the borders, however, is

only beginning. . . . Into these regions the Soviets bring their edu-
cational and health facilities, the advantage of their foreign trade
monopoly, and their technical experts of all types, to promote moderni-
zation of areas which have never known machinery.

.

. Moreover, to such border peoples the Soviet system offers an
example of native ownership, free from foreign control. This is not

an imperialism because there is no exploitation of backward peoples,
rather the reverse.

Only Russia could conduct experiments on such a continental
scale. The concept itself makes most political quarrels seem of rather
minor significance.

. What we see is a regenesis of Asia, with new blood flowing m
the old veins. That’s what we mean by saying the Russian revolution
is to Asia what the French revolution was to Europe.

Whatever the outcome of the struggle in China, the arrival of Soviet
Russia on the Pacific, as the force inspiring the regenesis of Asia, may
indicate that the sun of Western imperialism is setting, and that in
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the future the West will have to deal with the East on more equal
terms.

During 1937, and particularly at outings and picnics
held by the Party, the Young Communist League, the
International Workers Order and the various organiza-
tions of United Front allies, there were circulated pages
for signatures to be included in “The Golden Book of
American Friendship.”

The signatures were accompanied by donations. “ The
Golden Book,” signed, according to Communist asser-
tion, by hundreds of thousands of Americans, was pre-
sented to the President of the Soviet Union at the Twen-
tieth Anniversary Celebration in Moscow at the end of
1937.

One page of these signatures is reproduced in facsimile
in the “Soviet Russia Today” issue of November, 1937.
Among them are signatures of persons whose influence
extends into this Commonwealth. Those include the
following:

Lynn J. Frazier: U. S. Senator, North Dakota. He has also been
listed as an officer of the Commonwealth College, a Communistic edu-
cational institution in Arkansas, and a member of the Public Owner-
ship League of America.

Robert Morss Lovett: Professor, who was a witness before the
Commission in his capacity as vice-president of the American League
Against War and Fascism. He is on the national committee of the
Friends of the Soviet Union; national president of the League for In-
dustrial Democracy; was first president of the Communists’ Federated
Press League, besides being in numerous other allied fringe organ-
izations.

Elmer Rice : Playwright. He was a speaker in the last Communist
presidential campaign.

Meta Berger: The widow of the famous Socialist, Victor Berger.
James H. Ma urer: Long a Left-Wing writer.
Klaus Mann: German expatriate.
Evelyn Preston: Prominent in the League for Industrial De-

mocracy.
John Howard Lawson: Playwright.
Horace Gregory : Revolutionary writer.
S. Ralph Harlow; Professor at Smith College; member of John

Reed Club; conductor of tours to Soviet Russia; in the League for
Industrial Democracy.
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Adolf Dehn: Contributing editor to “New Masses” and active
in various Communist organizations.

Vito Marcantonio: Former U. S. Congressman from New York
City; present head of the International Labor Defense, one of the
chief organizations of the Communist Party.

Vera Micheles Dean: Communist-recommended au
Ben Gold: Communist.
James Waterman Wise: Lecturer and contributor to United

Front and Communist publications.
Clifford Odets: Left-Wing playwright.
Granville Hicks: Communist author; Harvard “advisor
Art Young: Writer and cartoonist for Communist publications.
W. E, B, Du Bois; Negro writer and United Front promoter.
Scott Nearing: Ex-professor and famous radical.
Harry W. Laidier: Director of People’s Lobbj' at Washington

and member of various other United Front organizations.
Susan N. Kingsbury: Professor at Brsm Mawr College; on

advisory committee of the American Society for Cultural Relations
with Russia

Malcolm Cowley; National committee of the Friends of the
Soviet Union and other Communist organization:

Ida M. Tarbell; Author.
Carol King: Attorney for Garland Fund and for the International

Labor Defense,

Alain Locke: Professor of Philosophy at Howard University;
prominent in certain fringe organizations

Francis J. Gorman; President, United Textile Workers of America,
and on page 77 wrote: “I, as a trade unionist, have been intensely
interested in and very gratified by the remarkable strides made by the
workers in the Soviet Union. ... I know that the U. S. S. R. will
go forward to even greater achievements in the next twenty years.”

H. V. Kaltenbohn: Foreign correspondent and radio lecturer.
Harry Elmer Barnes; Former professor at Smith College, now

a columnist for Scripps-Howard papers; director of American Civil
Liberties Union; has served on Garland Fund Committee.

Newton Arvin: Professor at Smith College; contributor to “New
Masses” and supporter of a number of Communist organizations.

Joseph Curran; President, National Maritime Union, “rank and
file” labor organization under Communist domination.

Joseph Herbst: Communist Party functionary and writer.
Countee Cullen: Active Negro Communist.
William Dieterle: Motion picture director -who lauds “The

Triumph of the Liberated People of Russia.” .
. . Dieterle directed

the pictures about Pasteur and Zola
Donald Henderson: Former professor at Columbia; now presi-

dent of the Cannerv and Agricultural Workers Union (C. I. 0.); long
a foremost Communist
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Harry F. Ward; Professor at Union Theological Seminary; who
has served as chairman and officer of many Communist and fringe
organizations.

Lewis Merrill; President, United Office and Professional Worker
Union.

Jerome Davis: President, American Federation of Teacher
long a pro-Soviet worker.

Major-General Wm. S. Graves: U. S. Army, retiree
William I. Sirovich: U. S. Congressman from New York City

According to the “Daily Worker” of November 11,
1937, President Mikhail I. Kalinin of Russia especially
thanked the signers of “The Golden Book of American
Friendship:”

Those who signed the “Golden Book of Friendship” should know
that the proletariat, which as Marx has said has no fatherland, today
has one the Soviet Union, the homeland of all proletarians.

In August, 1934, at New York University, there was
held a convention of approximately 500 leaders of youth
groups. This was designated as the American Youth
Congress. The Young Communist League controlled suf-
ficient representatives and created sufficient agitation to
capture this congress from what they called the “Fascist”
element.

In September, 1935, at the Sixth World Congress of
the Young Communist League, held at Moscow, one
Wolf Michael reported as follows, in part:

American Youth Congress.

Thanks to the joint participation and work of the young American
comrades with Socialist and other non-fascist youth at the Youth
Congress, . .

. our Young Communist League of the United State
helped to bring about the unity of several non-fascist organizations
with a membership of over a million. Jointly with these organiza-
tions our comrades energetically set to work and a second Youth
Congress was called, the only one of its kind in the history of the
American Youth movement. Eight hundred and forty-six organiza-
tions with a membership of 1,350,000 were represented at this convc
bon and co-operated in finding a path to be taken by the American
youth to free itself from want and oppressior
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In a pamphlet currently sold in Massachusetts, en-
titled “Young Communists and the Unity of Youth,”
by Gil Green, otherwise known as Gilbert Greenberg
(published by Youth Publishers, October, 1935), and
which also formed a part of his report to the same Mos-
cow Congress mentioned above, we find:

(Page 6) A year ago, when we learned that a fascist group, with
the aid of the government, had called a congress of youth for support
of a reactionary program, we made our first important break with
sectarianism. We decided to go to the Congress and meet the enemy
face to face. There were some comrades who hesitated to take this
step, who feared we were too weak to oppose such powerful forces.
However, together with other anti-fascist youth, we defeated the
enemy and turned the Young Congress into a broad united front, around
the immediate needs of the youth. . . .

But with the aid of the Central Committee of our Party we decided
to help develop this movement on the broadest possible basis, to
work together wdth every person or organization ready to unite on the
immediate needs of the young generation.

Of great importance in this connection for the ■whole Young Com-
munist League is the establishment of a correct estimation of, and
approach to, the large mass organizations of youth controlled or in-
fluenced by the bourgeoisie. Through these organizations and through
the schools, the bourgeoisie maintains and develops its influence
among the youth. In the United States these organizations have
the decisive influence on the toiling youth.

(Page 7) “Comrade Dimitroff [Moscow Comintern] has in the
sharpest manner placed before the young Communist Leagues the
need for penetrating these organizations.”

(Page 12) At the Second American Youth Congress the Young
Communist League delegation w'as faced with many complicated
questions any one of which, if not handled in a broad way, could have
resulted in a break in the united front. For example, the question
of religion. Many religious youth were skeptical about uniting
with Communists, although they were against fascism, because they
feared that this was a trap to force our atheist views upon them.
This problem was solved by simply agreeing to permit all the religious
youth in the Congress to hold church services Sunday morning. This
did not compromise the Communist youth and yet showed to the
masses of religious youth that this was not a united front against
religion but against political reaction.

The section on “Religion” in this report makes it clear
that religion as a Communist views it is but an incident
of Capitalism and consequently an element of “political
reaction.”
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The purpose of the Young Communist League in con-
trolling and building this American Youth Congress is
the same as in its other youth groups, namely, to build
up a United Front, to push the objectives of and pro-
duce cadres for the Communist Party among persons to
whom they would be unable to make a direct approach.

Gil Green’s report to the Young Communist League
(see “Young Communists and Unity of Youth,” supra)
refers to the National Youth Administration, as follows;

(Page 12) ... Despite the fact that this project of the govern-
ment is cloaked with demagogy and attacks the conditions of certain
youth, nevertheless, the mere fact that Roosevelt was forced to set
aside 550,000,000 for immediate youth relief is a definite concession.
The united front points this out, and shows that this concession is a
result of the growing youth unity. At the same time it exposes its
inadequacies and its attacks. Thus it turns this project of Roosevelt
from a weapon against the Youth Congress into an instrument for
mobilizing the youth for increased government aid.

The Massachusetts headquarters of the American
Youth Congress is at 604 Boylston Street, Boston. The
State Chairman is one Maxwell Miller, who claims he is
not a Communist, nor a member of the Young Commu-
nist League. He shares office space with the local head
of the American Student Union, who is a member of the
Young Communist League. Miller divides his time be-
tween the affairs of the American Youth Congress and
his duties as a supervisor of a Federal project under the
National Youth Administration.

Alfred Hermes, 102 Cedar Street, Roxbury, is Legis-
lative Agent of the American Youth Congress in Massa-
chusetts.

Charlotte Sugar is State Secretary of the American
Youth Congress in Massachusetts. She was an active
worker in the Young Communist League and in Com-
munist trade union organization. She is mentioned in
other pages of this report.

On January 8 and 9, 1938, this organization called a
conference at the Burroughs Newsboy’s Foundation,
Boston, to which they invited delegates from many youth
organizations in the Commonwealth. They formulated
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demands to be made upon the Massachusetts Legislature.
Miller has stated that approximately 200 delegates at-
tended, representing about 73 organizations, with a mem-
bership of about 30,000 young people, but that the Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, and various junior organizations of
war veteran groups were not included.

The Young Communist League regards the Scout
movement as a “bourgeois institution,” and consistently
attempts to destroy it.

Preparations in which Massachusetts members join
are now being made for the next American Youth Con-
gress to be held at Vassar College.

Anticipating that there would be opposition to Com-
munist control of this mass youth organization, Gil
Green, in “Young Communists and Unity of Youth,”
supra, in speaking of such opposition, states:

. . . Up to now these have remained scattered. A solid united
front has not yet been achieved against the Youth Congress. We, of
course, must work to keep these forces from uniting, but that the
attempt will be made time and again we can have no doubt.

He admonishes members of the Young Communist
League concerning the need for intensive work, as follows:

. . . Our Young Communist Leaguers must enter these organiza-
tions not with the purpose of destroying or weakening them, but to
work to transform them from centers of bourgeois influence into
centers for united front struggle, of proletarian influence. We must
understand that the masses of youth look upon these organizations as

their own. Only if we work to make this reality, to see to it that these
organizations really reflect the needs and interests of youth and are
led by them, can we develop mass influence.

... In these organizations we found innumerable functionaries
and cadres who are ready to fight with us against reaction. We
learned to speak to them and win their confidence. Through pursuing
such a polic}'' in the course of less than a year our Young Communist
League built 175 units within these mass organizations and through
these has begun to anchor the united front down below.

Together with working in these organizations our Young Communist
League must also improve its work of penetrating the Roosevelt Labor
camps.

The Young Communist League is using organizations
which make up the American Youth Congress as means
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by which to bore within the C. C. C. camps, exactly as
Y. C. L. members are attempting to do through their
other youth organizations.

Added evidence of the importance which the Commu-
nist Party itself attaches to the Young Communist
League’s control of the American Youth Congress is
found in a resolution passed at the Ninth Convention of
the Communist Party, U. S. A., held in 1936 (published
by Markers Library Publishers):

Among the youth the struggle for the united front has made great
advances. The further progress in this field will depend primarily
upon the efforts of every Party organization, and of the Party as a
whole, to make itself fully responsible for youth work and to render
more assistance than ever before to the work of the Y. C. L. .

.

. The
utmost concentration is required for the building of the American
Youth Congress and to organize mass struggles for the YT outh Act.

For years past the Communist Party has sought to
win masses of student youth to the Party’s objectives.
Particular efforts have been made by the Communist
Party and the Young Communist League to organize
college students into a revolutionary organization.

For this purpose the National Student League was
created. Donald Henderson, former Professor at Co-
lumbia University and present C. I. O. official, was
National Executive Secretary of the aforesaid League.
Other Communist activities by Henderson are mentioned
elsewhere in this report.

Another official was Robert Morss Lovett, present-
day official of the American League for Peace and Democ-
racy. (See Section entitled “American League Against
War and Fascism” herein.)

The central organ of the Communist Party, the
“Daily Worker,” on September 28, 1932, carried an
appeal for funds to support the National Student League.
Among those sponsoring this appeal was Prof. Newton
Arvin of Smith College, Roger Baldwin of the American
Civil Liberties Union, H. W. L. Dana of Cambridge,
Corliss Lament, and a number of other Communists.

American Student Union.
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An anti-capitalist student organization sponsored by
the Socialist Party was the Student League for Indus-
trial Democracy. Objectives of this latter organization
are covered elsewhere in this report.

These two organizations were the object of attention
at the Eighth Convention of the Communist Party,
U. S. A. (1934). In the “Manifesto and Principal Reso-
lutions” of that convention appeared the following:

The Party considers the headway made in the period of the past
two years in winning over the student masses as of great importance
for the whole revolutionary movement: (a) the Communist students
must work to win the mass of students for the revolutionary class
struggle and to endeavor to neutralize those who cannot be won; . . .

(c) they must utilize the tactic of the united front from below to
strengthen the already widespread anti-war movement and also expose
the maneuvers of the Socialist leaders of the Student League for
Industrial Democracy; ( d) while building the National Student
League as the broadest revolutionary mass student organization, they
must bring forth the independent r6le of the Young Communist
League and recruit the class-conscious students for its ranks; .

. .

(/) the student movement-must also be drawn into the general struggles
of the working class (strikes, unemployed demonstrations, etc.), and
not limit itself solely to campus activities.

The tactic of the United Front, stressed in the above
quotation, was applied at a convention of student organ-
izations held in Columbus, Ohio, in 1935. At that con-
vention the Student League for Industrial Democracy
and the National Student League combined forces. The
American Student Union was created to include Com-
munists, Socialists and all other groups who would enlist
under their program.

In a pamphlet written by Joseph P. Lash, chief execu-
tive of the American Student Union, and entitled

Toward a Closed Shop on the Campus,” it is stated
(Page 3) ... Our paid-up membership is triple that of the new

dissolved National Student League and Student League for Industrial
Democracy, and our active membership is far greater. .

. .

According to the program of the American Student
Union the organization is “against war” and “against
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Fascism.” Concerning its attitude towards Communism
the following excerpt, taken from its own publication, the
“Student Advocate” for March, 1936, is self-explana-
tory;

(Page 28) . . . The undergraduate rag in its enthusiasm for the
A. S. U. . . .

ran a cartoon with a stalwart young man personifying
our organization carrying a placard stating, “We demand recogni-

tion” and below the three planks of the A. S. U. program (at least
such the artist thought them), “Against war!” and “Against
fascism!” “Against communism!” Were our people’s faces red.

Executive Secretary.

Following the “line” laid down at the Eighth Con-
vention of the Communist Party, U. S. A., hereinbefore
cited, the American Student Union represents an appli-
cation of United Front tactic.

Officials of the A. S. U. have stated that the organ-
ization includes some students who believe “economic
security, peace and democracy” were compatible with
capitalism and could be achieved under capitalism. The
Marxist element of the A. S. U., on the other hand, fol-
lows the tactic of including a certain proportion of non-
Marxists to convince them that there is no salvation
save by following the teachings of Marx and Engels.
Lash wrote, in “ Toward a Closed Shop on the Campus”
{supra):

(Page 3) ... Socialists and Communists, while asserting that
capitalism could not ultimately give us security, peace and democracy
. . . recognized that the mass of students would not accept the social-
ist solution before they were convinced through inquiry and effort
that capitalist society could not give them the essentials of a decent
life. . . .

It has been shown in other portions of this report that
the United Front embodies efforts at collaboration with
religious organizations, and that such persons as the
Rev. Dr. Harry Ward and Bishop Francis McConnell
and the Rev. Reinhold Niebuhr, who give their efforts
to the Communist American League for Peace and De-
mocracy, are earnest supporters of such a United Front.

Joseph P. Lash,
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The “Student Advocate” of October-November, 1936,
carried an article entitled:

Insurgent Christianity.
(By Royal G. Hall, Professor at Albion College, Michigan.)

(Page 22) . . . The name of R. H. Tawney, Sir Stafford Cripps,
and George Lansbury in England and of Harry Ward, Francis McCon-
nell and Reinhold Niebuhr in this country, to mention only a few
individuals, suggests not only Christian leadership that has stimulated
the student movement but social radicalism.

. . . The attempt to realize the Christian teaching of love and
brotherhood becomes revolutionary and impossible in any but a class-
less society. Christianity has adapted itself to the needs of a class
society. Its very dualistic pattern is an evidence of that adaptation.
In such a society it must be revolutionary.

The American Student Union numbers among its
affiliates the American Youth Congress (see section so
entitled herein) and the United Students Peace Com-
mittee. According to a circular bearing the imprint of
the United Student Peace Committee, circulated in
Massachusetts during April, 1937, the aforesaid Com-
mittee was composed of the following;

American League Against War and Fascism Youth Section.
American Student Union.
American Youth Congresi
Committee on Militarism in Education
Emergency Peace Campaign Youth.
Fellowship of Reconciliation.
Foreign Policy Association, Student Department (Consultants on

Educational Material).

Joint Committee on United Christian Youth Movement.
League of Nations Association (Consultants on Educational

Material).
National Council of Methodist Youth.
National Intercollegiate Christian Council (which includes the

National Councils of the Student Y. M. C. A. and
Y. W. C. A.).

National Student Federation of America
War Resisters League.

The national office of the American Student Union is
at 112 East 19th Street, New York City. Its officials
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in November, 1937, were listed by the A. S. U., as fol
lows:

National Staff.
Joseph P. Lash, C. C. N. Y., National Executive Secretary.
Celeste Strack, U. of S. California, National High School Secretary,
James A. Wechsler, Columbia, Director of Publications.
Molly Yard, Swarthmore, Organization Secretary and Treasurer.
Britton Harris, Wesleyan, Mid-West Field Secretary.
William Hollister, Antioch, Middle-Atlantio Field Secretary.
Hardy Scott, Texas, Southern Field Secretary.

National Executive Committee
Jeffrey Campbell, St. Lawrence U.
Andrew Charles, U. C. L. A.
Lewis Conn, U. of Louisville,
William Cole, N. Y. U.
Tucker Dean, Harvard
Harold Draper, Brooklyn College
Alvine Hollister, Antioch College.
James Jackson, Howard.
Nathan Kleban, San Antonio J. C.
Leo Koutouzos, Central Business H. S
Paul MacEachron, Oberlin College.
Sarah Murphy, Spelman College.
Charles Paddock, U. of Oregon.

Eleanor Paperno, Wayne,
Agnes Reynolds, Vassar College.
Richard Lindheim, U. of Chicago.
Boone Schirmer, Harvard.
Gerald Seltzer, Clinton H. S,
Warner Shippee, U. of Minnesota.
Robert Spivack, U. of Cincinnati.
Oliver Stone, Wesleyan.
George Watt, Brooklyn College
Herbert Witt, N. Y. U
Leon Wofsie, New Haven H. S.

District Secretarie
Chicago, Nathaniel Moore, 20 W. Jackson.
Cleveland, Robert Spivack, 1317 Public Sq. Building.
Los Angeles, Charles Sanford, 330 Douglas Bldg., 257 S. Spring St.pnii;

New York, George Watt, 11 West 61st St.
Philadelphia, Charles Hendley, 1504 Race St.

Jeffrey Campbell and Boone Schirmer, who are in-
cluded in the National Executive Committee, are both
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residents of Boston. Not included in the above list is
Fay Bennett, who is a resident of Springfield and Field
Secretary for New York and New England. She is a
graduate of Simmons College. She was active in United
Front undertakings while she was attending that insti-
tution.

One Daniel Boone Sch Truer serves as Boston District
Secretary of the American Student Union. He main-
tains headquarters at 603 Boylston Street, Boston,
sharing such quarters with the American Youth Con-
gress, which is the subject of another section of this
report.

Schirmer has been a member of the Young Commu-
nist League for three years past and lives at 125 Brighton
Avenue, Allston, with David Grad (alias Dave Grant)
head of the Young Communist League of Massachusetts,
and with Frank Asher (alias Frank Gilbert, alias Hugh
Gilbert), Financial Secretary of the Communist Party
in Massachusetts. Schirmer belonged to the Harvard
College chapter of the American Student Union during
his undergraduate stay there.

At the Commission’s request, Schirmer presented what
he stated was a list of chapters of the American Student
Union in the Boston District. The list follows:

American Student Union Chapters in the Boston District.

Estimated
Membership. Chain

Albertine ReichleWe
Tony Gn200

Louis Sul160FT

Robert BurgessBn

Bernice Chafe>0

Miller Thorntc20Andover-Ne
Kathleen JohnsonBoston University

Joseph Shill30Institu logy

Margaret Harris40
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He stated that one also exists at Williams College.
He denied there was one at Tufts College. This denial
does not conform to information given in the A. S. U.
official organ, “Student Advocate” of October-Novem-
ber, 1937:

(Page 28) . . . In other words the A. S. U. is not a small discussion
club on the campus but is the Union of the student body ... at the
first meeting of the Harvard Student union 400 students appeared.

. . . Membership dues have started pouring in from several spots
in the collegiate universe—notably .

. . Tufts, Harvard. .
. .

We have .
.

. new promising chapters to record . .
. Welles-

ley

. . . Francis Franklin, who got himself elected one of the vice-
presidents of the American Federation of Teachers during the summer
is field secretary for the south. ... Fay Bennett former Simmons
stalwart and another Summer School product, has come into the
National Office.

Officers of the Boston District Committee, as provided
by Schirmer on November 19, 1937, were:

Robert Lane, Chairman, Harvard.
Kathleen Johnson, Corresponding Secretary, Boston University
Boone Schirmer, Membership Secretary, 603 Boylston Street.

Schirmer stated that Smith College and Harvard Col-
lege furnished meeting places for the Chapters, and that
there are adult advisory boards at these two institutions
which include:

Prof. Newton Arvin, Professc
College.

of English, Tyler Annex, Smith

Mrs. L. W. L. Scales, Warde
Smith College.

n of Smith College, College Hall,

Mr. A. Burns Chalmers, Ch
Street, Northampton.

aplain of Smith College, 76 Elm

Prof. Arthur Schlesinger, Profe
Library, Harvard College.

ssor of American History, Widener

ouse, Harvard College.
ir of Government, Widener Library,Prof. A. N. Holcombe, Professc

Harvard College.
Prof. Ralph Barton Perry, Professor of Philosophy, Widener

Library, Harvard College.

the Executive Secretary, Joseph P. Lash.)

Prof. D. W. Prall, Leverett H

Action Note
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Expenses of the Boston District office are financed by
contributions from the Chapters. According to a sched-
ule as of November, 1937, submitted to the Commission
by Schirmer, Professors Prall and Perry on the above
list acted as collectors for this fund. Other collectors or
donors included Professors F. 0. Matthiessen and Allport.

At a district committee meeting held on October 15,
1937, delegates present included:

Andover-Newton: Radcliffe:
Miller Thornton. Peggy Harris.
Porb Mildrom. Kay Lutz.
Abbie Ford. ~ r
T ~ ~ , At Larne:Jerry Medlock. _

°

,
.Boone bchirmer,

Boston University: Harvard:
Bob Hinting. Larry Levy.
Peggy Oldford. Roger Clapp.

From the records and publications of the American
Student Union, some of the activities of these Chapters
within Massachusetts include those given herewith:

From “Harvard Communist,” published by Harvard
Branch of Young Communist League, December, 1936:

(Page 6) ... A large and vigorous membership in the H. S. L
will be the best way of proving to this retreating aristocrat that ther
is at Harvard an awakening progressive sentiment.

.
.

. They must learn that it means giving active support to Jerome
Davis in the fight to prevent his dismissal from Yale University Di-
vinity School; co-operating with labor unions in and around Cam-
bridge; supporting the American Youth Act and the attempt to secure
adequate, democratically controlled, government relief for the young
people of this country; working for the liberalization of the Sociology
Department of Harvard University; giving active support in sym-
pathy and in funds to the gallant Loyalist forces in Spain. When
this is learned, the membership will pass beyond an insubstantial
progressivism based on vague sentiment to a firm progressivism based
on experience and fact.

From “The Harvard Progressive,” published by Har-
vard Student Union, September 28, 1937:
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The H. S. U. Last Yea
(By Rolf Kaltenborn, President, 1936-1937.)

The Liberal Club, the Peace Society, the Student League for Indus-
trial Democracy, and the National Student League which united two
years ago to form the Student Union. . . .

... In the second semester, trade union meetings were attended,
union organizers were accompanied to workers’ homes, and several
students did organizing work during the C. I. 0. drive in the Lawrence
Textile Industry.

. . . The Labor Committee, the most articulate of all, thus at-
tained the greatest success.

(In the section of this report entitled “Schools,” it is
found that students of the Communist Progressive Labor
School likewise took active part in the same C. I. O. or-
ganizing drive in Lawrence.)

From the pamphlet “Toward a Closed Shop on the
Campus,” by Joseph P. Lash (published by American
Student Union), in 1936:

(Page 28) ... One of our most essential services to the campus
has been the bringing of unorthodox speakers to the campus.

The Smith College A. S. U. publishes a mimeographed bulletin
containing reviews of radical and progressive books which might
otherwise escape the attention of undergraduates.

From the “Student Advocate” of April, 1936:
Page 28)

... Two highly successful regional conferences were
held Connecticut Valley and
were well attended by the colleges
the N. E. C. (National Executive
Smith. . . .

Upper New York State which
in those regions. Dot Rockwell of
Committee) ruled over the one at

We seem to be finding the key to the difficult job of building
a united front in the high schools.

. . . And the hearings in Boston on their teachers’ oath repealer
were thronged during the three days by our stalwarts.

Ibid., December, 1936

(By Joseph P. Lash.)
... At Wellesley our chapter has gotten off to a splendid start.

He quote from a splendid editorial that appeared in the “Wellesley
Hews;’’ “At the organization meeting of the A. S. U. the other day,

Action Notes
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one student remarked that such an organization would defame the
‘Name of Wellesley.’” What was this other student’s conception of
the college standard?

... At a subsequent meeting the President of the college, Miss
McAfee, spoke under the A. S. U. auspices.

.
.

.

Ibid., April, 1937:

(By Joseph P. Lash.)
(Page 25)

... Laurels this month for .
. . Smith for the way

it has diversified its activities and brought them to the attention of
the whole student body, to Jerry Himelhoch’s Labor Committee at
Harvard which goes out weekly to help organization in the rubber and
textile factories.

. .

.

. . . Two Harvard Faculty members sent up contributions, one
of whom was Vice-President of the American Federation of Teachers.

Northampton’s Central Labor Union not only wanted to seat five
Smith A. S. U.’ers as fraternal delegates one even suggested with
great feeling that they be given the privilege of full members. The
great campaign for the repeal of the Teachers’ Oath in the Bay State
has been notably supported by the A. S. U. At M. I. T., President
Compton spoke against the Oath under the auspices of the A. S. U.
At Wellesley, the campaign which enlisted the whole campus was led
by the union. At Harvard, Boston Li. and Simmons, the same was
true. . .

.

(Schirmer testified that the American Student Union
closely co-operates with the Massachusetts officials of
the American Federation of Teachers.)

Schirmer was specifically asked if there were any
Chapters of the American Student Union within public
high schools of the Commonwealth. He stated there
were none, but that he and his co-workers intend to launch
a program to organize Chapters among high schools.
Schirmer’s testimony did not coincide with the printed
material of his own organization.

’ of December, 1936, thereIn the “Student Advocate
appears on page 28;

.
. Nina Llausman the district

For November 11th, a group of
to see ‘lt Can’t Happen Here.’
people including professors and

Some news from Bosto;

high school secretary speaking. “

about twenty A. S. U.ers are going
The money was donated by some

Action Notes
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teachers who are interested in high school activity and who, I hope, will
serve on an Advisory Committee. The next meeting of the chapters,
we’re going to have a discussion on the play which will introduce a

series of educational meetings on a study of fascism.”

In the same publication of October, 1937, another high
school group at New Bedford is mentioned.

(By Molly Yard.)
(Page 27) Connie Dimock, leading A. S. U.er at Vassar, did a good

deal during the summer in starting a high school group at New Bed-
ford, Mass. If other college members made contact with high school
students we would like to hear about it names and addresses, please.
We are serious about building a mass high school movement.

Organizers of the American Student Union used the
traditional Communist method of seeking a “grievance”
around which to rally support and upon which to build
an organization under its control.

At the National Executive Committee meeting held
in New York September 11-13, inclusive, 1937, there
was passed the following motions and amendment;

... In the United States there are over b l /o million high school
students. Most of them are going into one trade or another. They
can become effective trade unionists or they can become company
unionists. The American Student Union can do much to direct
them to the labor movement. By showing them how student rights
and desires as championed by the A. S. U. are closely connected with,
the labor movement.

... In the first place a field secretary should go on a campus much
as a union organizer goes into a shop to see the grievances and to
organize students around them.

Aside from the economic problem there are student grievances.
Thus at a high school in New Bedford, Massachusetts, a grievance is
that of the fifteen-minute lunch period.

. . . With a large membership there is no limit to our activities.
We can organize student workers, co-operatives, carry on peace edu-
cation and activity, carry on a Spanish campaign, aid China, fight
academic freedom cases.

Action Notes

The N. E. C. should recommend to the local chapters that their
work be based on:
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1. A local program for college or high school built on local griev-
ances. School facilities, housing, food, student self-help, student
government, books, curriculum reform, etc. are focal points. .

. .

4. Chapter legality wherever possible. In some high schools where
recognition cannot be achieved immediately work can be carried on
through recognized school organizations such as peace clubs, who can
fight for the right of affiliation to the A. S. U.

Amendments to this Motion:
... 2. In the development of local programs, maximum co-opera-

tion with the labor movement should be sought, including the assist-
ance given the A. S. U. by union parents, and the assistance given
unions by the A. S. U.

During the early part of its existence the A. S. U.
stressed as a point in its program the taking of the
Oxford Oath or Oxford Pledge. Writing in “Champion
of Youth” of April-May, 1937, one of the magazines
issued by the Young Communist League, Joseph P.
Lash’s article, “Strike for Spain,” said:

The program of the American Student Union states that “we will
not support any war which the U. S. government may undertake,”
for we recognize that such a war would be imperialist in character.
The A. S. U. means business by that declaration. That is why it
carried through the anti-war strike last spring which enlisted the sup-
port of 500,000 students. For the strike against war is a dress rehearsal
of what we intend to do in a war crisis.

(It is a Lenin maxim to turn a crisis produced by war
into civil insurrection as a means of establishing a prole-
tarian dictatorship.)

Officials of the American Student Union regard a
pledge or oath as something to be observed or repudiated
at will. Sehirmer testified that he had taken the Oxford
Oath, but stated, “I do not support the oath at present.”
This follows the current “line” of the Communist Party
which was expressed by Earl Browder when he was
before the Commission. He refused to state whether or
not he would defend the United States in the event of a
war between this Nation and the Soviet Union, but did
state that he would fight against a “Fascist” power. It
has been shown in other sections of this report that the
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Communist program of “peace” is based entirely upon
a program to defend the Soviet Union. At the same
time, the Communist program includes definite plans to
overthrow the government of the Commonwealth and
the United States by means of a civil war. Also the
Communist program of “peace” does not include neu-
trality in conflicts where the forces of powers inimical to
Italy or Russia are involved.

The American Student Union follows an identical
program. Its repudiation of the Oxford Oath or Pledge,
which it formerly claimed to be one of its chief objectives,
is in line with that program. Joseph P. Lash wrote, in
“Toward a Closed Shop on the Campus” (supra):

. . . Does the Oxford Pledge commit the A. S. U. to absolute
pacifism and therefore to silence on the crisis in Spain? ... It is
our dramatic answer to the war preparations of the U. S. govern-
ment. . . . The Oxford Pledge is not for the A. S. XL, although it
may be for pacifists, an ethical absolute.

.. . Today the answer is •—■ Fight the war preparations of the U. S.
Government: Support Spain. Tomorrow there may be another
situation. Let us hope that we can meet it in a way that will uphold
the aspirations and ideals of our Union.

From “The Student Advocate,” December, 1936
A Symposium on Peace: Should the A. S. U. Program be Alteredl
. . . The inclusion of the Oxford Pledge in the credo of the A. S. U.

has caused a great deal of wrangling and misunderstanding. Unless
the pledge is clarified, I think it should be omitted. I certainly don’t
want to promise that if I were in Spain today I would refuse to take up
arms for the Government.

Bruce Bliyen, J
Harvard University.

The two following excerpts are indicative of the
A. S. U.’s official refusal to support the government of
the United States, and its active support of a foreign
government which is favored by the Soviet Union.
Likewise it is plain that some members of the A. S. U.
have had no scruples against killing fellow men on the
battlefields of another nation, although they refuse to
support the United States.
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1. From the “Student Advocate,” April, 1937, under
the title, “Strike Against War!” there appears:

Recognize the validity of the Oxford Pledge in the light of Ameri-
can war preparations.

2. From the minutes of the National Executive Com-
mittee meeting of the A. S. U., held in New York, Sep-
tember 11 to 13, inclusive, 1937;

We extend warm greetings to two members of the National Execu-
tive Committee, George Watt, former executive secretary of the New
York State A. S. U., and Paul MacEachron of the Oberlin college
chapter, who are now fighting in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade.

Re-education of its members, leading up to repudia-
tion of the oath, when the interests of the Communist
Party of Soviet Russia are involved, has been a gradual
but steady process. At the third annual convention of
the A. S. U., held at Yassar College at the invitation
of the officials thereof, during the Christmas vacation of
1937, Lash stated that the previous stand on the Oxford
Oath was “unrealistic.” The “Harvard Communist,”
spring of 1938 (published by Harvard Branch of the
Young Communist League), on page 15 stated:

. . . The isolationist platform, including the Oxford Pledge and the
Ludlow Amendment, was defeated at three conferences of students
from major colleges, held under the leadership of the New England
United Peace Committee. In Boston and New Haven, the program
adopted .

.
. included aid to the Spanish and Chinese people, . . .

Schirmer, as an official of the American Student
Union, and as one of those who had taken the Oxford
Oath, gave the testimony quoted below, in which the
Commission finds he used the term “democracy” as it
is used by the Communist Party and as explained in
earlier sections of this report.

Q. Would you take up arms in support of the United States if
involved in a war against the Soviet Union? A. I would defend my
country against invasion.

Q. In a civil war? A. I cannot say
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Q. la other words, would you support a Loyalist cause in the United
States, as you would support it in Spain? A. I would always support
the cause of democracy.

Q. And you would defend the democracy in the United States?
A. The American Student Union takes no stand on that question.

As a part of its “peace” program the American Stu-
dent Union conducts a so-called “peace strike” each year
in April. Organizers of the strike in 1936 operated un-
der the name of:

The Greater Boston Student’s Committee for Peace and Freedom,
198 Chambers Street, Boston.

Members of the so-called committee were listed as
including:

Executive Committee.
Robert Newman, Chairman. Pearl Evans.
Ethel Bartlet, Secretary. Purnell Benson.
Fay Bennett, Treasurer. Emily Marks.
John Fox. Wilfred Kaplan.
Bebe Stearns. Jeffrey Campbell, Field
Eleanor Chase. Organizer.

They describe themselves as follows:

A Federation of Progressive Organizations on the Campuses of
Andover-Newton. Tufts.
Boston University. Wellesley.
Harvard, Boston High Schools.
M. I. T. And many Young Peoples
Radcliffe. Religious Groups.
Simmons.

Success achieved at Harvard and at Simmons was
acclaimed in the “Student Advocate” of May, 1936:

'OO,OOO Strike for Peace: An Appraisal
(By Joseph P. Lash.)

(Page 3)
... Of the Big Three —■ Yale held its first strike,

Harvard its first peaceful strike and 500 at Princeton met at four in
the afternoon. At Simmons College the strike was integrated with a
two-day peace conference on the 21st and 22nd.
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... It is conceivable that the student movement may be compelled
to call a strike against the R. 0. T. C., refusing to return to classes
until Congress heeds our demands. The test of our effectiveness in a
war crisis is our present effectiveness against war preparations.

. . . This was the first year that the Oxford Pledge was one of the
official slogans of the strike, and it is significant that the strike was
more impressive in magnitude than ever before.

The attitude of one A. S. U. author is shown in the
aforesaid issue of the same publication:

I’ll Fight for My Country.
(With a Bow to Saroyan.)

(By C. B. McHugh.)

(Page 12) ... You will defend your country with your life. I
ask myself what is my country? It’s me. If I die there is no
country.

. . .

The Student Peace Strike of 1937 was conducted un-
der the national auspices of the “United Student Peace
Committee.” The groups and organizations comprising
this committee have previously been listed in this sec-
tion. Six of these groups and organizations are directly
under the domination and control of the Communist
Party.

Besides individual strikes at the colleges where Chap-
ters of the American Student Union exist, there was|a
general mass meeting on Boston Common on Thursday,
April 22, 1937. This was claimed to be under the aus-
pices of the “Greater Boston Peace Strike Committee”
which claimed to represent

American League Against War and Fascism, Youth Section
American Student Union.
American Youth Congress
Avukah Society.
Community Church Youth Group.
Fellowship of Reconciliation.
League of Nations Association, Youth Section.
Massachusetts Progressive Committee, Student Division.
National Student Federation of America.
Student Christian Movement.
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A circular advertising this strike and mass meeting
(printed by Century Press, the Communists’ Boston
printer) stated the affair was sponsored by

Mr. Robert Kitchen.
Rev. Karl Kopf.

Prof. Albert Sprague.
Miss Zara Du Pont.
Rev. Dana Greeley.
Rev. Lester Henkens.
Miss Florence Luscomb.
Prof. Kirtley F. Mather.
Rev. Geo. L. Paine

Mr. Alfred Baker Lewis.
Rev. Donald G. Lothrop.
Prof. David Prall.
Mr. Joseph Salerno.

Speakers listed were Robert Morss Lovett, who is
mentioned in this report as an official of the American
League for Peace and Democracy (formerly called Ameri-
can League Against War and Fascism), and as an official
or supporter of numerous other Communist-supporting
organizations.

The second chief speaker listed was Powers Hapgood.
He is an official of the C. I. 0. shoe workers’ union, and
has contributed to Communist publications. His ob-
jectives are further covered in the section of this report
entitled “Labor.”

The A. S. U. seeks not only to prevent its own mem-
bers from giving military support to the United States,
but also strives to weaken military defence of this coun-
try, and of this Commonwealth, in every possible man-
ner. Those training units in schools and colleges which
might ultimately be of military aid to our governments,
such as the Reserve Officers Training Corps, are par-
ticular objects of attack. In the April-May, 1937, issue
of “Champion of Youth,” Lash’s article above cited ex-
plains this policy:

Because the R. 0. T. C. is an essential part of the war prepara-
tions of the United States, the American Student Union carries on
an unceasing campaign for the abolition of military training. The
R. 0. T. C. represents, on the campus, the war preparations of the
American imperialism, which on a national scale include the billion
dollar war budget, the naval bases in the Pacific, the M-Day [indus-
trial and military mobilization] plans.
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Now we are concentrating our efforts in achieving a parallel enlist-
ment of high school students. ... As a consequence the A. S. U.
has called upon high school students to participate in the anti-war
strike by holding student-controlled peace assemblies.

The A. S. U. official attitude towards the defence
forces of the United States and its justification of mili-
tarism existent in Soviet Russia are illustrated by por-
tions of Schirmer’s testimony here given.

Q. (Julian) You are aware, of course, that Russia has the big-
gest standing army in the world today? A. The American Student
Union mentions Russia in the minutes of the last meeting of the
National Executive Committee not as a factor toward war but as a
factor toward peace.

Q. You do not condemn Russia for having such a large military
force? A. Ido not.

Q. But you do, as a member of the Student Union, make every
attempt to demilitarize the United States. A. The American Stu-
dent Union calls for reduction in armaments.

Q. And the abolition of the R. 0. T. C.? A. Yei
Q. And use all efforts to make the armed forces of the United

States as small as possible? A. Yes.
Q. But at the same time you do not disapprove of Russia for hav-

ing the largest military force in the world? A. That is correct.
Q. Yet you turn right around and condemn our military establish-

ment, although it is only one-seventeenth of the strength of Russia.
How do you reconcile your position? A. I believe there is no con-
tradiction.

Q. Isn’t it the purpose of your organization to weaken the mili-
tary forces of the United States because they are under control of the
capitalistic system? A. The American Student Union is in favor of
reduction of armaments and abolition of the R. 0. T. C.

Q. Why? A. Because we believe these would be used for pu:
poses of aggression.

Q. Also in a revolution in this country? A. The American Stu-
dent Union has not taken any stand on this.

Q. How about you? A. I understood I was summoned to testify
concerning the American Student Union.

In contrast to the pledge which members of the Ameri
can Student Union have taken, refusing to defend thif
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country, Soviet Russia exacts a pledge of fealty from its
young men, every one of which must undergo military
service. This pledge entails world revolution, which is
expressed by the innocent wording “liberation of all
workers.” In a Communist Party pamphlet, entitled
“The Red Army” (published in June, 1934, by Workers
Library Publishers), there appeared on pages 13 and 14;

To illustrate the spirit of absolute unity that binds the soldier to
his class, we may quote the solemn promise made by each recruit on
entering the army a promise that has been substituted for the old
oath of allegiance to the Czar:

“I, the son of the toiling 'people, and a citizen of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, assume the duties of a fighter in the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Army. Before the working class of the U. S. S. R. and of the
whole world, 1 promise to hear this title with honor, conscientiously to
study the profession of arms and to guard like the apple of my eye the
national and military properly from damage and theft. I promise to
observe military discipline strictly and unswervingly and to carry out
implicitly all orders given me by the commanders appointed by the workers’
and peasants’ government. I promise both to refrain myself and to re-
strain my comradesfrom any act unworthy of a citizen of the U. S. S. R.,
and to direct all my acts and all my thoughts toivards the great goal of the
liberation of all workebs. I promise at the first call of the workers’ and
peasants’ government to come forivard in defense of the U. S. S. R.
against every danger and against the attacks of all enemies. In the
struggle of the U. S. S. R. for Socialism and for the brotherhood of all
nations, 1promise not to spare either my strength or my life itself. Should
1 of evil intent break this my solemn promise, may the general contempt
of all be my lot and the heavy hand of revolutionary justice fall upon me.”

Like other United Front organizations, the American
Student Union has taken active part in organizing in-
dustrial unions. Members of Massachusetts Chapters
went to Lawrence and there worked in the campaign to
organize textile workers. In another section of this re-
port the Commission found that the organizing campaign
which preceded elections under the National Labor Re-
lations Board were chiefly in the hands of Communist
functionaries. Students from the Communist Progres-
sive Labor School in Boston participated in this cam-
paign. Members of the A. S. U. participate in picket
lines. They have done so when no A. S. U. member
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participating was either employed or had been at the
place being picketed or had any personal interest therein,
or was a member of the union involved in the strike.
A. S. U. members likewise took active interest in the
maritime strikes of late 1936 and in 1937. The National
Maritime Union, which was created as a result of these
strikes, has been conclusively shown (see section en-
titled “Labor”) to be under domination of the Commu-
nist Party.

At the meetings of the National Executive Committee,
held September 11-13, inclusive, 1937, more definite ac-
tion in the field of labor was decided upon:

. . . With the progress of the labor movement and the rising tide
of “law and order” to counter it, the development of the student
movement becomes of first rate importance. We know that where
we have Student Union chapters the students aid the labor movement.

A few days later when the Administrative Committee
met on October 27, 1937, it was decided that two national
officials of the American Student Union would be sent
to the C. I. O. conference held at Atlantic City, New
Jersey, and there seek “an endorsement of A. S. U.
activities by the C. I. 0. trade unions.”

It has been demonstrated in earlier sections of this
report that the Communist Party contemplates using its
entrenched position in C. I. O. unions of this Common-
wealth to further the program of a Labor (Farmer-
Labor) Party; and that such a Labor Party is being
pushed at the present time by use of the existing struc-
ture of a Labor’s Non-Partisan League. The American
Student Union is being led to activate the same program.
At its formation it was claimed that the A. S. U. would
be a non-political organization. By the end of 1936 the
leadership of the A. S. U. was attempting to engender
political agitation among its members. In the “Student
Advocate” of December, 1936, there appeared:

p I am heartily in favor of A. S. U. affiliation with the proposed
Farmer-Labor Party.

Jambs Dugan, Penn State.
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. . . The student movement cannot ignore the value of political
action. The formation of such a Third Party must therefore become
one of the responsibilities of the A. S. U.

Member National Executive Committee of A. S. U.;
Secretary, National Student Federation.

. . . We recognize the urgent need for a Farmer-Labor Party based
upon the bona fide trade unions.

. . . most liberal and progressive forces recognize the desirability
and importance of a Farmer-Labor Party, . . .

. . . We can as individuals and groups put our best efforts into
establishing a Farmer-Labor Party based on the progressive elements
in the labor movement, with a program for socialism.

... I believe that the American Student Union should affiliate
with a Farmer-Labor Party in the event that such a Party is strongly
organized and supported during the next four years.

Anna Db Cormis,
Editor, Vassar “Miscellany New.

At its Convention held at Vassal College at the end of
December, 1937, it was officially decided that local Chap-
ters would be permitted to promote “progressive” candi-
dates. This was further explained in the “Harvard
Communist,” spring of 1938 (published by the Harvard
Branch, Young Communist League):

On the local Massachusetts scene, it is increasingly clear that the
people must unite politically, as well as in their social and economic
organizations. This is a necessary condition for the realization of
the people’s front program. . . .

The A. S. U. has a part to play in building this movement. The
Vassar Convention, in a third important decision, voted to allow local
chapters to endorse and support local political candidates of a progres-
sive stamp. Thus the A. S. U. is free to take part in the reconstruction
of the American political scene which will bring the best hopes of
progressive citizens to life. The students gathered at Vassar, in mak-
ing this and other decisions, performed a service to the American
people. The program they won for the A. S. U. has great promise for
our democracy.

“The American Youth Congress” is the subject of one
section of this report. The American Student Union is

Joseph Cadden,

Casey Pollack, North Carolina.

Warner Shippe, U. of Minnesota.
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affiliated to that group. The A. S. U. supports and pro-
motes the program which the American Youth Congress,
dominated by the Young Communist League, seeks to
achieve. In essence, the program is one of training
youth to make constant and increasing demands on the
Federal government. The American Student Union took
part in marches on Washington demanding passage of
the American Youth Act, sponsored by the aforesaid
American Youth Congress:

From “Toward a Closed Shop on the Campus,” by
Joseph P. Lash (1936):

(Page 3) ... At the hearings for the American Youth Act called
by the American Youth Congress in Washington it was the A. S. U.
that most widely mobilized its membership for the hearings.

A picture of this delegation shows an acknowledged
Communist leader of western Massachusetts heading the
group.

Again in April, 1937, the “Student Advocate” re-
ported :

After the Pilgrimage.
(Page 5)

... Clumps of signs from trade unions, churches, Y’s
and schools. Songs, cheers, enthusiasm. “American Youth is on the
march for jobs and education!” sang the delegates, to the tune of
“Yankee Doodle.”

The pilgrimage took an unexpected turn when police zealousness
caused a startling “sit-down” of several hundred delegates on South
Executive Avenue. Although the move was unauthorized and spon-
taneous, the press naturally featured the “sit-down” as a demon-
stration awakening the whole country to youth’s need for security.
While the delegates sat awaiting the arrival of petitions, news of their
action spread throughout the country. It was a memorable Youth
Act Pilgrimage.

The Communist-controlled Workers’ Alliance has or-
ganized the unemployed and relief workers. The Ameri-
can Student Union is working with the American Youth
Congress to organize those students who receive Federal
aid under the National Youth Administration (N. Y. A.).
This is set forth in the “Student Advocate” of October,
1937:
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(Page 27) ... Now in the face of the present cut in the budget
of the N. Y. A. we are faced with a serious problem. The demon-
stration and organized protest we expect to have great effect in raising
the budget. But in order to prevent this from happening again the
A. S. U. deems it necessary to organize N. Y. A. workers unions. Such
unions will keep close touch with the need for N. Y. A. by surveys of
student economic needs. At a moment’s threat to cut N. Y. A. they
will have the facts ready with which to prove to the government the
actual need for keeping and extending N. Y. A. Such unions will be
a mobile force ready to act instantly to protect their interests. Any
threat to lowr er the wr age scale, or to eliminate mobs will be met with
immediate organized resistance.

A. S. U. AdministrativeFrom the Minutes of the
Committee, October 7, 1937:

(Page 1)
... That the A. S. U. should press for the organization

of N. Y. A. workers.
That we propose to the Youth Congress, in connection with this,

that the Workers Alliance not be the organization to organize student
N. Y. A. workers, but that the student organizations themselves take
the responsibility for this and that they get N. Y. A. workers’ unions,
once they are established, to affiliate to the Workers Alliance.

The A. S. U. publications constantly promote the
cause of Leftist Spain.

From “American Student Union Chapter Guide

Lecture Bureau N
(Page 7) Ralph Bates the author of “The Olive Field” and “Lean

Men”, who has recently arrived from the front-line trenches of Madrid,
is now touring under the auspices of the Friends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade.

.

. . His schedule is as follows: November 18-19
Boston. . . .

The Administrative Committee, at its meeting, Octo-
ber 7, 1937, decided

To tie in Spain with the Armistice Day activities by getting a letter
from A. S. U.’ers in Spain which we will use.

Joseph Lash was an official visitor to Leftist Spain
during the late summer and fall of 1937. Despite his
supposed efforts for “peace,” and despite the organiza-
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lion’s continual propaganda against militarization, Lash
glorified the Leftist forces in the Spanish civil war. One
excerpt from the “Student Advocate” of October, 1937:

Spanish Youth Comes of Age A Report from the Front.
(By Joseph P. Lash.)

(Page 7) ... The volunteer had to have some military knowledge
and a willingness to complete it by intensive study. And finally the
volunteer had to agree to accept rigid discipline. More than 80% of
the volunteers in these Battalions of steel were young people between
the ages of 18 and 25. . .

.

Summer vacation time activity of the A. S. U. in
eludes a summer training school and European tours
with particular emphasis on travel in the Soviet Union.

From “Student Advocate” of May, 1936;

A Laboratory in Labor and Social Action The League for Industrial
Democracy, Summer School, June 18 - August Ist.

(Page 21) The L. I. D. will hold its third Summer training school
for students for six weeks this Summer in New York City. Students
representing the student movement on widely separated campuses
from Maine to California will meet for a course of training and study
designed to fit them for leadership in student, progressive and left
wing action.

Theory. ■— There will be an intensive period of study of various
phases of the labor movement under the guidance of established and
informed leaders.

The American Student Union will direct one week of the school, con-
centrating on numerous programmatic and strategic phases of the
American Student movement.

For application blanks write to
League for Industrial Democracy,

112 East 19th St., N. Y. C

(The League for Industrial Democracy is one of the
anti-capitalist organizations within the United Front,
and its objectives have been touched upon in earlier sec-
tions of this report.)

Concerning the summer training school, there appeared
in the “Student Advocate,” April, 1937:

(Page 5)
... No school has proved more fruitful for its par-

ticipants than the annual training conducted by the League for Indus-
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trial Democracy during the Summer months. . . . Directed by people
of long experience, addressed by prominent liberal and labor figures
and operated in conjunction with the American Student Union, the
school is almost a prerequisite for leadership in the student and labor
movement of our time. Its classes are given on picket lines as well as
in offices.

The trips to Europe sponsored by the American Stu-
dent Union are arranged through “The Open Road,” an
organization promoting student travel in Soviet Russia.
An announcement in the “Student Advocate” in Feb-
ruary, 1936, was as follows:

ire You Interested in Seeing Europe
(Page 31) A first-hand, exciting tour to the centers of political

and social conflict. . . . Interviews with the leaders of Labor, Socialist
and Communist movements in France and England. . . . Possibly
meetings with the leaders of the Austrian underground movement. .

.
.

Several weeks of first-hand observation of things as they really are
in the Soviet Union. .

.

.

The American Student Union plans to sponsor such a trip for thii
Summer. . . .

Write at once, if you are at all interested, to Joseph P. Lash, national
secretary of the American Student Union, in charge of preparation of
the trip.

The leaders of the 1936 tour were Joseph P. Lash and
James A. Wechsler, editor of the “Student Advocate.”
The tour included two weeks in Soviet Russia where the
students broadcast over Moscow’s short-wave station.
They attended the International Socialist Student Con-
gress at Oxford (England). They were taken through
the House of Lords by a Communist member of the
British Parliament. They marched in Paris in a Peoples’
Front demonstration.

The “Student Advocate” has already been named as
the official organ of the American Student Union. Its
editor, James A. Wechsler, is also on the editorial staff
of the “Champion of Youth,” which publication is the
Inited Front organ of the Young Communist League.
Other members of the staff, as listed February, 1936,
included the following:
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James A. Wechsler, editor.
Joseph P. Lash, associate editor.

Contributing Editor
Bruce Bliven, Jr.
Robert L. Spivack.
Budd W. Shulberg.
Ben Shangold.

Ad Reinhardt.
Hugh Miller.
Joseph Low.

Business Staff. Correspondents.
Elizabeth Wells.
Lewis Cohen.
John Cripps.

Aaron T. Gerber.
Robert Rice.

This issue was Volume 1, No. 1. In introducing it
to the American Student body the editors stated:

The “Advocate” will not be welcomed by the Hearst Press, the
American Legion officialdom nor by their host of stooges in our midst.
To the extent that it records, interprets and advances the life of the
American Student Union and those progressive impulses converging
around it the “Advocate” will have to endure a storm of opposition
from the self-styled defenders of “Americanism.” That hysteria is
their confession.

Other excerpts from issues of the “Student Advocate”
follow (February, 1936):

Gagging the High Schools.
(By Jeanne C. Adleman.)

Pity Mr. Charles Noonan! The fact that students are reading
books that preach internationalism distresses him. . . .

. . . His objection was based on the fact that the book treated the
League of Nations in too laudatory a manner, and on a picture that
“glorified” Soviet Russia.

. . . Mr. Noonan’s . . . letter called the book a cowardly attempt
at influencing the pupil and condemned it as intending “to inculcate
internationalism in his immature mind and to weaken his affection and
loyalty for his own country.”

. . . The cover pictures show a world in distress • all except the
Soviet Union, which looked entirely “serene,”

.

. .

Ibid., page 32;
WE CELEBRATI

American Student Unity with These Special Book Offer

Art Staff.

War, Peace and the Soviet Union.” Gorham. Was 11.50, now
$0.39.
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Was $5.00, now $2.95,“Karl Mahx.” Franz Mehring.
“History of Feudalism.” 0. T
“History of Ancient Society.”

•achtenberg. Was $l.OO, now $0.69.
Nikolsky. Was $0.75, now $0.49.
Strachey. Was $3.00, now $1.35.Nature of Capitalist Crisis.”

Russia Youth and the Pres: ,Nt Day World.” Dr. Williams.
Was $2.50, now $1.25

We recommend;
“A Handbook of Marxism,” edited by Emile Burn

Students Specials on

Proletarian literature

Now $1.75.“An Anthology.” Special Edition.
“Moscow Yankee.” Myra Page.
“A World to Win.” Jack Conroy
“Communism in the United Stat

Was $2.00, now $0.85.
Was $2.50, now $0.59

Earl Browder. Was $2.00,
now $l.OO.

“Coming World War.” Wintringham. Was $2.50, now $1.95.

Order from

National Book Shops

. . Boston, 216 Broadway

Ibid., April, 1936, page 31:

ONE OF THE THREE RECORDS OF
WORKERS SONGS

MADE UNDER SUPERVISION OF
HANNS EISLER.

1. Rise-up
In Praise of Learning n( B AUM AN-GRO VE M AN

.
, and New Singers

2. Internationale Eisler and BlitzsteinForward!
- Artists -

We ve not Forgotten „B Specially designed

,
.

, „
labels)3. United Front

Soup Song

(These songs, for the most part, are taken from the
song books published by and for the use of members of
the Communist Party.)

From the “Student Advocate,” May, 1936:

n hese Book lie
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(Page 13)

lames Forbes Oldaler
(By John Blake.)

Recognize Russia?
Yes, I was for it
But not on paper
When petitions were brought around
And only discreetly even in the privacy of the classroom
The Public might not understand.
Newman put his name to a list;
Before that he has seniority and standing,
Priority over me;
Now I am head of the department.
Prudence pays.

(Page 15) ... All the way to the station they sang, and con-
gratulated each other on the real united front they had achieved in
being arrested together. The policeman riding on the back step did
not seem to appreciate the unique fact that the Communist Party, the
Young Communists League, the Young People’s Socialist League,
the American Student Union, and American Workers’ Party, all had
representatives sitting peacefully in his wagon.

(Page 1

.4 Selected List of Recent 800l
(By John Chamberlain.)

Soviet Communism: A New Civilization?” —By Sidney and
Beatrice Webb. (Scribner’s, $7.50.)

Incredibly detailed, but extremely lucid, two-volume analysis of the
way in which the Russian producers’ and consumers’ organizations
and political institutions work out in practise. The Webbs answer
the question in their title in the affirmative.

“In Dubious Battle ” By John Steinback. (Covici-Friede, 12.50.)
Exciting novel of a strike in the California apple country. Mr.

Steinback may be off in his knowledge of Communism and Com-
munist tactics, but he can tell a story.

John Reed: The Making of a Revolutionary”—By Granville
Hicks. (Macmillan, $3.50.)

How a playboy with a chromatic reportorial style was inevitably
drawn by his finer sympathies into the battle for a workers’ world.

That portion of the peace strike of April 1, 1938
which was to take place on Boston Common, saw a last-
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minute split in the ranks of the United Front. One sec-
tion of the strikers demanded speakers who advocated
United States isolation from war and the causes of
war in Europe. The other portion, which included the
Young Communist League and its allies, demanded the
advocacy of “collective” action, thus to insure support
for the “democracy” of the Soviet Union and defend it
from its enemies. Thereupon the isolationists demon-
strated on the Common, while the adherents of the
Young Communist League staged a separate demon-
stration on Congress Street Bridge, Boston, with an at-
tempted imitation of the Boston Tea Party.

Throughout the earlier sections of this report refer-
ences have been made to activities in support of Loyal-
ist Spain. The Commission has been unable to go into
the various phases of such activity within the Common-
wealth. It reports as its belief, however, that active
recruiting of men for service in the Loyalist army is
taking place in Massachusetts in violation of Federal
law. Evidence which the Commission deems reliable is
before us on the following facts. Members of the Com-
munist Party, including Communist officials in this
State, have been aiding aind abetting our youth to leave
this country for the purpose of enlisting in the Loyalist
army in Spain. They have furnished necessary funds to
finance certain of such boys while they awaited trans-
portation, and have also paid for the latter.

Entries into Spain have been made chiefly through
France. Moneys required to be in the possession of a
person entering France from this country have been sup-
plied by agents of the Communists of the U. S. A. and
forfeited to agents of the Party in France immediately
upon arrival.

Arrangements locally are handled through Philip
Frankfeld, chief of the Party in Boston, and by Manuel
Blank, both of whom have been referred to elsewhere in
this report. New York contacts have been established

Spain
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through Blank, who operates in Massachusetts as agent
for and in the name of “The Friends of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade.” His offices were at 12 Newbury Street
in Boston. The organization has offices in New York.
According to Blank:

The Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Massachusetts
not an organized group, nor a committee, nor a branch, nor a volun-
tary association of persons. lam simply the agent of that New Yorl
headquarters here in Massachusett

For purposes of aiding men to leave the United States
for service in the Loyalist army of Spain, Blank also uses
quarters on Causeway Street in Boston. He advises
men as to methods of obtaining passports, and in at
least one instance advised a “recruit” that if he had
trouble in getting a passport in Boston, Blank would
assist him in obtaining a passport under an assumed
name in Worcester.

The boys are promised clothes, medical aid and care
upon their return to the States.

During the summer a pamphlet written by Otis Hood
and Fhil Frankfeld, both of whom appeared as witnesses
before the Commission, was published by the Communist
Party of New England, 15 Essex Street, Boston, under
the title of “Americans in Spain.” The following pas-
sages are quoted from that pamphlet:

Page 4)
... The alarm must be sounded. The Paul Reveres

must ride again. New England must be awakened from Maine to
Connecticut and the Minute Men must respond to help Spanish
Democracy, to defeat fascism in our midst.

(Page 13) The war in Spain will end special privilege for the land-
owners, the officers’ caste, the rebellious bankers and industrialists,
and the hierarchy of the Church. The war in Spain will end slavery,
poverty, ignorance and superstition. The war in Spain will preserve
the Spanish Republic and the liberties of the Spanish people. It is a
truly progressive and heroic war which deserves the support of all
American

The statement is made on page 17; “No one drafted
these men and young men,” yet on the next page the
following appears:
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It is time to tell at least part of the true story of how these men got
in Spain, who they are and what they are doing there. . . . The
adionaries dare not persecute them!

Those who live to come back, we should greet and welcome, with
songs, flowers and love. We must do them honor these brave men
who had to leave our country secretly to get to Spain.

Page 18) One of the organizers of the Lincoln Battalion recently
remarked, “The New England contingent is one of the finest in the
whole Battalion.”

(Page 18) ...
They made their own decision. Many friends of

Spanish Democracy were approached for support. Some wealthy
friends of democracy as well as people in poorer circumstances raised
funds. Thousands of dollars were obtained in one week. Lawyers,
business people, manufacturers, educators, ministers, doctors, and
managers, together with many workers, contributed funds. Some of
them remarked that it was the Underground Railway in a new form
and gladly donated. Enough was raised to send the first group of twenty
to Spain

(Page 19) All who went to Spain were American citizens. All
who went from New England were American born.

The pamphlet presents an “Honor Roll of New Eng-
land Heroes” (page 21) with the statement:

We do not know yet the complete list of all who went to Spain.
Because many had to leave by devious routes and alone, in deep secrecy,
all names therefore are not on hand. However, we have enough of a list
compiled to name a considerable number of those who are fighting in
the battlefields of Spain.

Upon inquiry of Hood, as to what was meant by the
expression, “had to leave by devious routes and alone, in
deep secrecy,” he attempted to explain it as meaning
that their families did not wish the boys to go, and there-
fore secrecy was needed. Evidence before us clearly
indicates that was not the chief reason for secrecy.

The list is as follows:

Dave Jones Maine Yankee. He was in the American Navy during
the last war. Has already distinguished himself in action at the
Front and has shown considerable courage and great initiative.

Sheldon Jones Maine Yankee, Brother of Dave, also in navy.
[At last report Sheldon Jones still was in France, and Dave Jones

was working at 12Newbury Street, Boston, in the office of the agent
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, in which office his wife is also
employed.]
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Robert F. Allen Massachusetts Yankee, was living in Rockport,
Mass.

Raymond E. Bell Rhode Island Yank. Came from Providence,
Rhode Island.

Homer B. Chase Yankee from New Hampshire, Son of Fred and
Elba Chase, well known Communists in N. H. On Father’s side,
traces ancestry back to the Mayflower.

Jim Forest Yankee. From Cambridge, Mass.
Henry Arnold Haynes New Hampshire Yank.
Robert Webster Norwood Yankee from Maine. Killed in action.

Died with clenched fist urging his comrades onward to defeat fas-
cism. Was a member of the Seamen’s Union.

Howard Bailey Yankee from Boston, Mass,

[Bailey is not a Yankee, nor from evidence before us was he born
with the name of Bailey. He has returned from Spain and is pres-
ently employed as agent for “Friends of the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade” at 12 Newbury Street, Boston. He succeeded Manuel
Blank in this post after an order of a Justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court in Suffolk County was issued to Blank requiring the produc-
tion of certain records. From that order Blank appealed and before
further court action arranged for Bailey to take his job, thus, tech-
nically, putting the records sought beyond the control of the court
in that proceeding.]

Dave Smith Yank from Massachusett
Richard Chester Thompson Yankee from New Hampshire.
Robert M. Taylor Yankee from Boston, Mass. Mother, grand-

mother in Daughters of American Revolution. He carries forward
real revolutionary traditions. Member of the White Collar Union.

[Taylor is reported to be 21 years old, a member of the Young
Communist League, and presently with the New York Office of the
Friends of the AbrahamLincoln Brigade.]

George Douglas from New Hampshire, Farmer. Organizer
of unemployed in Lexington, Mass. Organizer of Workers Alliance.

Oliver West Yankee from Vermont.
Barton Carter Yank from Brookline, Mass. 22 years of age. Is

driving an ambulance for Loyalists.
George Anderson from Boston, Mai

[This man, a member of the Communist Party has returned from
Spain.]

Paul Arthur Burns Irish-American from Boston, Mass. Has won
promotion due to heroism in battle. Now assistant commander of
First Infantry Company. Twice wounded. Member of White
Collar Union.

[Burns has since returned from Spain and is acting as propaganda
agent for the Communist Party in New Yrork.]
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Francis Daly Irish-American from Worcester, Mass
Daniel A. Fitzgerald Irish-American, Born in Saugus, Mass. Lived

in Norwood and Boston. Twice wounded. Political commissar
in First Infantry Company. Communist candidate for Senator in
1936.

Edward C. Flaherty Irish-American. Youngest brother in the
Flaherty family. Has shown great Heroism. Is now the commander
of the First Infantry Company.

Francis P. Flaherty • Irish-American. Wounded in action and still
incapacitated. Member of Boston Newspaper Guild.

[The three Flahertys are brothers. They have returned to this
country. During the past summer they appeared on many platforms
throughout Massachusetts soliciting funds to “defend Spanish
democracy.”]

William Hathaway Irish-American from Boston, Mass. Member
of Radio Telegraphers Union of Boston. >

Henry McSorley Irish-American from Providence, R. I.
Peter J. McGovern Irish-American from Portland, Maine. Member

of Seamen’s Union.
Conlon Nancarrow Irish-American. Well-known musician in

Boston. Gave up his musical career to join the Loyalist Forces in
Spain.

Mike Bagnario Italian-American from Providence, Rhode Island.
World War Veteran.

Carl Mattson Swedish-American. Well known in Worcester,
Gardner, and Fitchburg, Mass.

Marcus M. Alper Jewish-American born in Boston, Mass.
Mike Aronberg Jewish-Americanborn in Boston, Mass. Member of

Workers Alliance and Newspaper Guild.
JeanBronstein Jewish-American. Was active in the United Rubber

Workers Union of Cambridge, Mass.
Bronstein is reported to have been killed in Spain.]

Abe Cohen Jewish-American. Born in Lynn, Mass., 22 years of age
Died heroically in action.

[He is a member of the Communist Party,
Alfred Goldenberg Jewish-American, Worcester, Mass. Active

Volunteer Organizer in C. I. 0. drive among the steel workers in
Worcester.

John Lenthier French-American. Born in Chelsea. Killed in ac-
tion. 24 years of age. Active in cultural work. An actor. He
was a member of the Communist Party.

Henry Grossman Jewish-American from Worcester, Mass.
[A member of the Communist Party; has returned from Spain

Samuel Krafsur Jewish-American. Member of White Collar Union
in Boston.
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Milton M. Levin Jewish-American. From Lynn, Mass. Member
of National Guard. Wounded in action and was present when
Cohen died. Now back at the Front.

Harry Stamler Jewish-American, Boston, Mass
[Reported to be a member of the CommunistParty; a graduate of

Harvard University and now returned from Spain.]
Frank Zeidman Jewish-American from Chelsea, Ma;

[Communist Party member; not in the firing line but employed a
a carpenter at Albacete, Spain.]

Dave Walba Jewish-American. From Boston, Mass
[Reported that he was killed in Spain; was a member of the Young

Communist League, and about 19 years old.]
Peter J. Caspar - American from Boston, Ma
Doug Roach Colored-American from Provincetown, Mass.

Wounded in action. Machine gun captain. Distinguished him-
self in battle.

[Now returned from Spain and speaking for the Communist
Party.]

Richard Johnson Colored-American from Boston, Mass.
George Harvey Colored-American from Providence, Mass.
Anthony Mazurka —■ Lithuanian-American from Worcester, Mass. In

last war.
Harry Kachijian Armenian-American from Worcester, Mass. In

Marine for 6 years. Was caught crossing border and served a month
in a French jail. Now in Spain.

Mathew I. Matison Yankee from New Hampshire.
Walter Strauss German-American from Providence, R. I.
John Yillemaire French-Canadian from Lowell, Mass. Member of

an A. F. of L. Union.
Jim MacMahon —• Irish-American from Boston, Mas
DeWitt Parker Yankee, Native of Springfield, Ma:

[Recently killed in action.]

In April of 1937 a meeting was held at Central School
Hall in Methuen at which the film “Spain in Flames”
was shown and the announced speaker was Donald G.
Lothrop of the Community Church, Boston. The an-
nouncement of the meeting stated that the picture was
“Shown by New England Society for Technical Aid to
Spanish Democracy, 12 Newbury Street, Boston.”
Sponsors:
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Rev. Donald G. Lothrop
Prof. Sterns Morse.

Prof. Newton Arvin.
Prof. Ralph A. Burns.
Rev. Theodore DeLuca. Edward Spiegel.

Of the New England Technical Aid Society, the above
named pamphlet, “Americans in Spain,” states:

(Page 26) A New England Technical Aid Society was formed for
the specific purpose of aiding technical experts to get to Spain. Engi-
neers, technicians, chemists, expert machine gunners, machinists and
newspaper men are already in Spain aided by this Society. Many of
them have gone to the Front after helping organize production in the
factories. [Emphasis added.] The Technical Aid Society has held
some grand meetings. It arranged a tour for Bob Minor, well known
working-class war correspondent, after his return from Spain.

In Barre, Vermont, 1,200 people came to hear Minor speak. They
raised $416.30 for Spain. In Boston, 800 attended the Minor meeting
and raised $233.05. In Providence, R. 1., 800 attended the meeting
and 400 could not get in to hear Minor speak. A total of $164.21
was made for Spain. In New Bedford, Mass., 900 textile workers
attended Minor’s meeting and raised over $lOO.OO.

The picture "Spain in Flames” was shown in many towns in New
England by the Technical Aid Society. 1,000 textile workers attended
the showing in Methuen, Mass, (near Lawrence); 500 shoe workers
saw the picture in Brockton; 300 leather workers in Norwood; 1,000
shoe and GeneralElectric workers in Lynn, and 250 people in Portland,
Maine.

In May, 1937, the call for a meeting at Ford Hall
under the auspices of the Greater Boston Committee
to Aid Spanish Democracy announced Dr. Walter B.
Cannon of the Harvard Medical School as chairman and
the following officers:

Rev. Donald G. Lothrop, chairman
Edward Spiegel, treasurer.
Ruth Robinson, secretar

Other meetings were held by said Greater Boston
Committee. In addition to testifying that he was chair-
man of the Committee, Mr. Lothrop stated its “head-
quarters for a matter of two or three months were at 6
Byron Street. Then later moved to Huntington Ave-
nue, and then to 581 Boylston Street, which is the Wes-
leyan Building.”
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He also stated that moneys turned over to the treasurer
of the Greater Boston Committee to aid Spanish De-
mocracy were paid by him to the North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, of which Bishop
McConnell of the Methodist Church was chairman.
The North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
racy is one of the organizations registered with the
Secretary of State at Washington as required by Federal
regulation.

Manuel Blank presided at a dinner called by members
of the Communist Party at 3 Joy Street, in Boston, on
April 27, 1937, at which moneys were raised to aid Spain.
That was prior to the employment ofBlank by the Friends
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. The evidence showed
the collection of $1,149 on that occasion.

On October 7, 1937 Frankfeld, chief of the Communist
Party in this district, submitted the following statement
to the Commission:
Moneys Raised to Aid Spanish Democracy by Communist Party, Massa-

chusetts. —-January 1 to October 1, 1937
Expense.

To Trade Union Com-
mittee . . • $282 12

To North American Com-
mittee to Aid Spanish
Democracy . . 18 00

To Abraham Lincoln Bat-
talion . . • U49 00

51.449 12

To printer for pamphlet . 250 00

Owed printer . . 250 00

Expenses for total collec-
tion; lists, postage,
distribution . . 98 22

$2,047 34

unist Partv, U. S. A., who turned it over.

Income.
Collection lists and dona-

tions for Trade Union
Committee to Aid Span-
ish Democracy . . $282 12

Donations . . 18 00
Collection lists and dona-

tions for Friends of the
Abraham Lincoln Bat-
talion . . . 1.149 00

$1,449 12

Sale of “Americans in
Spain” pamphlet . 564 31

Loss on sale of pamphlet . 33 91

$2,047 34

$2,047 34

C
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This Commission has no information as to whether or
not the Communist Party has complied with the Federal
rules and regulations covering the soliciting or receiving
of contributions for use in Spain.

Much printed material on Spanish “democracy,”
ranging from leaflets selling for 1 cent to those selling for
25 cents, is sold over the counters of the Communist book-
shops in Massachusetts. Some of it comes from Workers
Library Publishers and some from said North American
Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy.

It has been impossible to obtain up-to-date information
as to the various persons and units collecting moneys in
this Commonwealth and inducing our youth to enlist
in the Loyalist army in Spain. The Commission believes
that the latter is a matter of Federal interest, and accord-
ingly recommends that the General Court of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts memorialize Congress to
investigate the activities within this State of persons
engaged in sending men for service into armies other
than uur own.

Under subpoena from the Commission, Frank Asher,
Financial Secretary of the Communist Party of Massa-
chusetts, produced what purported to be his official cash-
book, showing receipts and expenditures from January
to July, 1937, inclusive. He testified that this was the
only book which he kept as treasurer, and that most of
the entries were in his own handwriting.

When Asher presented this cashbook under oath on
October 22 he gave the following testimony:

Communist Financial Records.

Q. (By Chairman.) We would ask you to leave with the Com-
mission the material that you brought with you, Mr. Asher, and then
we will question you upon that at a later time. A. First is the com-
plete record book of all the moneys and disbursements from January
Ist until the end of July.

Q. January Ist of 1937? A. January Ist of 1937 and h
d statement of the party
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He did not qualify his statement to indicate that the
records contained certain deletions.

Asher also submitted what purported to be a financial
report of the Communist Party, District One, from
January 1 to May 31, 1937, and testified that this financial
report was prepared by Morris A. Greenbaum, Certified
Public Accountant, 401 Broadway, New York, N. Y.,
doing business as, or with, the Central Audit Bureau at
that address. There was in the front of the folder en-
closing the report a letter signed “Morris A. Greenbaum”
on a printed letterhead.

Examination of this financial report clearly indicates
that it originally bore a different date and a different
title, these having been erased and the following inscrip-
tion typed over the erasure:

As of May 31, 1937, Communist Party, District One, Massachusetts,
Boston, Massachusetts.

Examination indicated that this cover was originally
titled for one of the numerous Communist-created organi-
zations “To Aid Spanish Democracy,” and was a report
“As of March 1, 1937.” The cover bore signs of con-
siderable handling and wear; so much so, that it had
worn through on the back. The sheet on which the
alleged financial statement itself was typed was on thin
paper, yet displayed little signs of wear. This second
thin sheet bore but one set of marks where it had been
stapled together, whereas the cover and Greenbaum’s
letter bore signs which indicated that more than one set of
staples had been driven through them.

Asher testified on October 27, 1937, that no figures in
the cashbook which he submitted on October 22 had been
altered. If this is true, and this was the only set of records
kept by the Financial Secretary, then it follows that any
financial statement must have been taken therefrom.
Yet totals of receipts in the cashbook do not check with
those totals shown in the financial statement.

In the opinion of the Commission this alleged financial
statement presented by Asher is a forgery, and he knew
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itto be such when he presented it under penalty of perjury
on October 22, 1937, and again on October 27, 1937,
when he testified as follows:

Q. (By the Chairman.) How often do you have your books
audited Mr. Asher? A. I had them audited at the end of May. I
shall have them audited again at the end of December.

Q. And who audited themfor you at the end of May? A. I think
you have it there, Miss Holmes.

Q. With whom did you deal? A. Mr. Greenbaum in New York.
Q. Is Mr. Greenbaum associated with some other organization?

A. None, to my knowledge. He is a certified public accountant,
with his own business.

Q. He does business under his own name? A. No, you have it
there.

Q. What name does he do business under? A. I wrote Mr.
Greenbaum, whom I know personally. I think it is Central Auditing
Agency. Is that it? I wrote to him personally.

Q, Is this a report of your last audit, Exhibit 155? A. Oh, yes.
Q. And will you examine that closely and tell us if that was in

that condition when it was received by you from Mr. Greenbaum?
A. No. There is an extra page in here, two pages, which I know
nothing about; must be the commission.

Q, We will remove the slip, and will you look at this and see if
that is thereport as it was received by you? A. Yes.

Q. Will you look at it carefully? (Witness examines book.) A.
Yes, I would say Yes. I could not remember every item.

Q. But you can identify that as the report as it came to you?
A. To the best of my knowledge.

Q. Do you know whether there has been any change in that report?
A. No.

Q. Directing your attention to the front cover? A. Yes
Q. Has something been erased on that front cover? A. Not by

me or by anybody connected with us. That is the way it came,
originally.

Q. Will you look at the brads which hold that report together?
A. Yes.

Q. Were they in thatposition when you received them? A. Defi-
nitely.

Q- So that that cover had been used before it was attached to thii
report? A. Yes.

Q. And sent to you? A. It was sent by them to us from New
after the examination of our books, and it came to me in this

condition.
Q. In this condition? A. Y
Q- With the front page, the total erased, and with these brads

changed, you tell us that? A. That is correct.
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Q. Morris A. Greenbaum is your accountant? A. Yes.
Q. And he does business under the name of the Central Audit

Bureau? I would ask you to look at this again, and see whether or
not you can explain to us why that first page seems to be so much more
used than the second page, Mr. Asher? A. There is an intimation
here, Miss Holmes

Q. No, can you tell us, Mr. Asher? A. Of course I can’t tell you.
Q. Have you checked back any of these balances whichMr. Green-

baum has included in this item with your own books? A. I have not.
Q. Would you be surprised if they did not all tally, Mr. Asher?

A. I certainly would.
Q. Is there anything on this second sheet that you can see tl

would indicate that it had been initialed and identified by your i
countant? Do you see anything of that sort there? A. No, it
not required, to the best of my knowledge.

Asher presented the cashbook previously referred to
just before adjournment of a hearing on October 22,
1937. He was questioned concerning entries therein on
October 27. An examination of the cashbook was made
by members of the Commission within one half hour
after its admission in evidence. At that time the book
reeked of ink eradicator and a great many of the entries
to which ink eradicator had been applied were also
crossed out with purple crayon or indelible pencil. Even
pages in the front of the cashbook were still damp. A
stench of ink eradicator also was present on these front
pages.

On October 27, from Asher’s testimony

Q. (By the Chaieman.) Is the Commission to understand that
each of these items which has been stricken, with a blue crayon, has

book before it came to us? A.been intentionally deleted from thi;
For the protection of our donors, ye

Q. Is this a book which is kept from day to day? A. It is
made, just before the book was
It was eradicated, I should say

Q. When were those deletions
presented? A. No, Miss Holmes
very soon after the Act was passec setting up this Commissic

Q. You know an ink eradicator when you smell it? A. But I
will testify, under perjury that this is ink eradicator.

Q. Which you used last spring, after theresolve was passed creating
this Commission? Is that what you wish us to understand? A. Cer-
tain!
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Q. All right, Mr. Asher. A. Did you say before this Commission?
Q. At the time the resolve was passed. A. Correct.
The Chairman. That is what we understood
Commissioner Halloran. I understood he did say after the Act

was passed.
The Witness. That is correct.
Commissioner Halloran. Last Spring?
The Witness. I didn’t say “last spring.” I said after the Act

was passed.
The Chairman. Well at the time the resolve was passed? A.

Correct.
Q. And that is true. You wish us to take that same statement in

relation to any of the other items which are eradicated here? A. At
various times, the books have had a mistake, and I have eradicated
items from time to time in the books, but these are names I have
testified were eradicated at that time.

Page 399)

Q. And for what purpose? A. In order that you might have our
story clear, might I be allowed to testify about the deletions?

Q. Will you tell us when you did it, and for what purpose, Mr
Asher? A. Correct. I made deletions when the Act was passed.

to time thereafter, from May to
deletions. After I returned from
time to time, and also retroactive
also have made deletions up until

Q. Yes? A. Then, from time
June, the first part of June, I made
a trip, I then made deletions, from
to the time where I was away. I
the first of August, there.

Q. Were any deletions made aft
your books? A. No.

t you were called upon to produce

By aid of modern science, some of the deletions from
both receipts and expenditures have been deciphered.
Some of these deletions are listed below, and indicate
those contributors which Asher testified the Communist
Party did not intend to divulge to this Commission.

Receipts Deleted from Cash Records, January 1 to July SI, 1937, inclusive.
Allocation of Contribut
Sustaining Funds
Lenin Tickets

Jan. 4 Shabuck
Jan. 7 Lettish Buro

[Preparations were being made for the annual Lenin Memorial
Meeting.]

Jan. 8 Lettish Buro Lenin Meeting
Jan. 11 Scandinavian & Finnish Clubs . . Spain
Jan. 11 Scandinavian Club of Boston . . Spain

(This contribution for Left-Wing Spain amounted to $255.
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Date. Name Allocation of Contributions,
Jan. 11 Workers School .....Lenin Meeting

[The Progressive Labor School is located at 330 Newbury Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.]

Jan. 11 ICOR Lenin Meeting
[lron is described elsewhere in this report.]

Jan. 12 Jewish Freiheit ..... Lenin Meeting
[Another language organization supporting the Communist Party

Jan. 12 Bjork Lenin Meeting
[Contribution.]
H. ScherJan. 13

Jan. 13
Jan. 14

Miscellaneous
Jewish Bur<
Michele

Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting

[A Ted Mischel (Michels)
W’orkers Order in Mass

was a district leader of the International
achusetts.]

Jan. 14
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 15

Jewish Bur<
Jewish Bun
Lettish

Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting
Lenin MeetingAmerican League

[American League Against
this report as one of
Communist Party.]

War and Fascism is reported elsewhere in
the fringe organizations created by the

Jan. 16 Torrigan Lenin Meeting
[.. p rp ~ |-)een writ,ten over this deletion.]

Jan. 16
Jan. 16
Jan. 16
Jan. 16

American League
.... Lenin Meeting

Gesangs Verein
.....

Lenin Meeting

Freiheit ...... Lenin Meeting
Russian Buro

.....
Lenin Meeting

There is also another contribution under this same date from the
may have been overlooked when dele-American League which

tions were made.]
Jan. 17
Jan. 17
Jan. 17
Jan. IS
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 21
Jan. 21
Jan. 21
Jan. 21

Lenin MeetingArmenian
Workers School
Marine

Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting

Mac MacDonald
American League
W7 orkers School
Rita Laia

Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting
Lenin Meeting

Buset Lenin Meeting
Lenin MeetingStearns

Blanc Lenin Meeting
[Over this was written “R Roxbury.” Manuel Blanc, Commu-

nist was in charge of the Boston Branch of Friends of the Abraham
for Leftist Spain.]Lincoln Brigade, recruiting

Armenian ...... Lenin MeetingJan. 24
Freiheit

......
Lenin MeetingJan. 25

Leonard
......

Lenin MeetingJan. 25
Russian BuroJan. 27 Russian Buro

.....
Lenin Meeting

Ukrainian Buro ..... Lenin MeetingJan. 27
Lenin MeetingJan. 27 Freiheit Gesangs

the total amount received for the Lenin[According to the cashbook
$1,397.65. The sum contributed byMemorial Meeting was

names deleted from the cashbook amounted to $436.77, most of
these contributions coming from language organizations outside
the formal confines of the Communist Party.]

Feb. 4 V. Gilbert ...... Lenin Meeting
Michele ...... LoansFeb. 6
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AllNam

Feb. 14 Scandinavian Glut
[Contribution of sso.]

Feb. 14 Scandinavian Club . . . %of DrivScandinavian. Club
A. 525 installment on its qu« 4a in the Communist financial Drive,

ndinavian ..... BulletirMar.
DrivMar. 2 Freiln

Mar. 17 Margot ......

Sustaining Fund
[Margot Clark is the ostensible proprietor of the Holyoke Book

ambridge, and purveyor of CommunistShop, 19 Dunster Street, C
publications.]

DrivMar. 22 V. Gilbert
[V. Gilbert turned in

BulletirMar. 24 Scandinavian
Mar. 25 Waterfront ...... Dues. Also “I

Communists amongst the seamen belong to the Waterfront Section.
Besides monthly dues stamps, members must buy International

is used by the CommunistStamps, money received
International.]

f r whi

Sustaining Fund
Dues

Mar. 2:
Apr. .

J. G. P,
Powers
Freiheit DrivApr,
[Another payment of
K. Robinson ContributionApr. 1
[SlO.]
Neril ContributeApr. 1 4

Sustaining Fund
Contribution

MargotApr. 1
Apr. L
Apr. 1
Apr. F
Apr. 2

4
Marion

Drives.ndinavian Bure
DrivesFreiheit

astaining FundMallinger
been active in the American
and in other branch organiza-

has[Albert Mallinger, Communist
League Against War and Ft im

tions.]

May DayApr. Chaimsor
Lysician by the International
Abraham Lincoln Brigade.]W'orkers Order and Frien> •f the

Sustaining Fund
Spain

Mr. SchneiderApr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

C. Suslavsky
May DayChaimson
Sustaining Fund
Miscellaneous

Chaimson
Young

DrivesArmenian Bur<

Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

Rubia Sustaining Fund
May DayLettish Bure
May DayAmerican League

M. Moore . Lincoln Battalion
[Mary Moore is a Communist
Icon .....

ir amongst our Negro citizens.]
. May Day

agitate

Apr. 28
[Two contributions the same
School

Y-]
Apr. 28
Apr. 28
Apr. 28

May Day
May DayJullinain

B. Jones Spain

[“Jail" was written over this.
Bess .Apr. 28

Apr. 28
Spain & May Day

Martinof

Dr. Chaimson is also employ
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I">ate' Name. Allocation of Contributions.
Apr. 29 Russian Buro .

.
. . .May Day

Apr.Apr. 29 Icob May Day
Apr. 29 Ukrainian May Day
Apr. 29 School May Day
Apr.Apr. 30 Jewish Buro .....May Day
Apr. 30 Gesangs Verein . . . . .May Day
Apr. 30 Schuley May Day
Apr. 30 American League

.... May Day
[Another contribution from the American League against War and

Fascism.]
Apr. 30 Joe N. .

. . ,
.

. Contribution
Apr. 30 Russian Buro .....May Day
May 7 Margot ......Sustaining Fum
May 7 Jewish Buro .....May Day
May 7 Russian Buro .....May Day
May 7 Justine ......Miscellaneous

[Justine O’Connor and Justine O’Connell are one and the same per-
son. She was employed at the Communist headquarters prior to
her assignment as bookkeeper for the National Maritime Union.]

May 10 Freiheit % Drives
May 10 Gesangs Verein ..... May Day
May 10 Jewish Buro .....May Day
May 10 American League

.... May Day
May 10 S. G. P. . . . . . . Sustaining Fund
May 10 Ukrainian ......May Day
May 12 Anne R. . . . . . Sustaining Fund
May 12 I. L. G. W. U. .....May Day

[lnternational Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union.]
May 14 M ainasian .....May Day
May 14 Margot

......Sustaining Fund
May 17 F, Robins ...... Sustaining Fund
May 17 Margot ......Sustaining Fund
May 22 Freiheit . . . . . . % Drives
May 25 I. W. O.

..... Miscellaneous
[lnternational Workers Order.]

May 27 Margot ......Sustaining Fund
May 29 Dr. J. W.

......
Sustaining Fund

June 1 T. L. . . . . . . . Sustaining Fund
June 1 F. A. . . . . . . . Contribution

[s2oo.]
June 1 Betty .......Contributions
June 1 A. Mayo ...... Sustaining Fund
June 3 Margot ...... Sustaining Fund
June 7 Margot ...... Loan

[Margot lent sso.]
June 7 Anne ...... Returns
June 7 J. Andrews ...... -

[A contribution to the Abraham Lincoln Battalion fighting in Spain.]
June 8 Jewish Buro .....

-

[Also for the Battalion.]
June 8 Pat. R. . . . . .A. Line. Battalion
June 9 Margot ...... Sustaining Fund
June 11 Arjanizan ...... Contribution
June 14 Margot ......

Sustaining Fund
June 14 Freiheit —M. F, ....

% Languages
[Morris Fishman is Massachusetts representative of the newspaper

bearing the same name as the Freiheit organization.]
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Allocation of Contributioi
Contribution

NameDate.
June 21 B. B

BattalionJune 26 Slovnick
June 28 Hope .

June 30 Freiheit
July 3 Porro .

July 7 Margot
July 13 Finnish
July 21 Margot

Sustaining Fund
% from Languages
Contribution
Sustaining Fund
% from Languages
Sustaining Fund

[ln a number of instances where “Margot” was deleted “M” was
written over it. On July 15 and July 17 we find additional con-
tribution to the sustaining fund from “M” which were not de-
leted.]

July 24 J. O’Connell ..... Contribution
[ln many places in the book where “J. O’Connell” or “Justine

have been eradicated, the symbol shown has been substituted.]
July 30 Lithuanian . . . . . . % from Languages

These deleted items indicate that
1. “Margot,” operating the Holyoke Book Shop in

Cambridge, was contributing an average of more than
$3O per month to the “Sustaining Fund.”

2. The financial drive to raise money for the Com-
munist Party in Massachusetts got under way during the
spring of 1937, and of the quotas allotted the Language
Groups, the following sums were turned in within a few
weeks:

Armenian
Finnish .

$5O 00
50 00

Freiheit 155 00
Lithuanian 150 00
Scandinavian 40 00

$445 00

3. During the first seven months of 1937 the foreign
Language Groups gave to the Communist Party in
District One for various purposes the additional sums
set out below:

Armenian $l5 90
Lettish 25 00
Gesangs Yerein 23 75
Freiheit 55 45
Jewish Buro 181 21
Scandinavian Clubs 336 43 1
Ukrainian 16 25

e contribution of $27.12 was shared by the Finnish C



HOUSE— No. 2100 [June

Russian
Polish

$2O 55
9 00

26 15

<646 69

Expenditures which we Deleted from Cashbook.m
Name Allocation of Expenditures.

O’Connell Postage572

[The name under which
munist records.]

Justine O’Connor is designated in Com-

J. O’ConnellJan
Jan
Jan

Ws
PO!J. O’Connell

A. Benjamin Ite
[Designated as “janitor’ The reason for the deletion is not clear.

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan,
Jan,
Jan,

J. O’Connell Post
J. O’Connell Postage

8 J. O’Connell
8 B. U. Dyer .
8 Richard (F.

Wages
W

Richard (F. L. I Loan return
8 Mrs. Pom

Montal Subsidie
[“ J. M.” written over th< :lel 4on. “Montal,” “Montell,” are vari-

ants of the name Jack Moutal, Communist functionary at that
time working to break up the A. F. of L. Seamen’s Union. At the
present time he is an official of the National Maritime Union,

was subsidizing his efforts among the
seamen.]

11 J. O’Connell
12 J. O’Connell
13 Scandinaviar

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

Postagi

Post
;andinavian Club of Quin y . . Lenin Meeting

J. O’Connell13 Post
13 Lenin Meeting

H. W. L. Dana14 Lenin Meeting
[Ex-Professor Dana of Cambridge has been a Communist stalwart

for many years.]
Jan J. O ’Connell14 Post

[Also two other small payments entered
MontJan 16 Subsidie
[Jack Moutal
Mrs. Porro .

J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
Fishman

Jan
Jan
Jan

Subsidies16
Wag'16

18 Posta,
Jan. Loan;19

•ston representative of the Communist[sloo. Morris Fishman is B<
newspaper ‘‘Freiheit.’’]

T. LevineJan 19 Loans
[sl7o.]

Jan J. P. Normanc Loan19

Mrs. Porro .
J. O'Connell

Jan
Jan
Jan

Subsidy
Postage

19
19

Strike Committee, I. S. U.
[A contribution from the C

20

ommunist Party to the seamen under the
al heretofore named.]leadership of Jack Mout

Jan. J. O’Connell20

The Communist Party

Pat O’Dea
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.1

ag

d

ExpenditA.

P<P. O’ConnelJan. 21
>and of Justine O’Connor (O’Conr[Paul O’Connor is the bust

Jan. 14
;tive ambngst C. I. O. Labor.

Postage
unist functionary

O’Connell

Jan. 25 Mischele ...... Loans
[Mischele (Mischel) was district organizer for the Internati

Workers Order.]
in. 25 Montal absidii

[Moi

Jan. 27 J. O’Conne
Two small payment

J. O’Connell W
Jan. 30 Montal Subsidie

[“ J. M.” written over the de
Jan. 30 Costello to R. I Travel

Feb. 1 Mrs. Porro übsidief
Alfred Porro, supposedly Haverhill, is a local Communist fun3f

tionary.]

Feb. 1 J. O’Connell Postage
Wages
Supplies
Travel

Feb. 1 Costello
Feb. 1 J. O’Connell
Feb. 3 Costello to Fitchbur;
Feb. 3 Mike T. absidii
Feb. 3 Mrs. Porn absidii
Feb. 3 J. O’Conni

[Two small payment
Feb. 4 J. O’Connell

Costello Travel
Feb. 5 Richter ais Trotsky Meetir
Feb. 5 MacDonald Travel

[On January 18 there w a contribution from “Mac MacDonalc
Meeting,for the Lenin Memorial

J. O’Connell Postage
Feb. 6 Lui Travel

J. O’Connell W
Feb. 6 Coste Subsidies

D. Marke; Wa;
Feb. 8 J. O’Connell
Feb. 8 Weber toLynn

Post
Travel

munist functionary.][John Weber, another Com
Feb. 9 J. O’Connell Postage
Feb. 10 J. O’Connell Post
Feb. 11 Joe Figuerido Subsidies

[Communist functionary, arking in the New Bedford area
Feb. 11 Mrs. Porro .
Feb. 12 J. O’Connell
Feb. 14 John Akeises
Feb. 14 J. O’Connell

Subsidie
Postage

Janitor
Wages & Postage

Feb. 15 Freiheit Trotsky Meetin
Feb. 15 Figueridc Travel
Feb, 15 J. O’Connell Post
Feb. 15 F. Halpern

Feb. 16 T. Ruli Miscellaneous August 1
SubsidiesFeb. 17 J.

etion (Jack Moutal

[Costello’s first name is Joe
Feb. 15 J. O’Connell
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Date.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Nam ttion of Expenditures,
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
Mrs. Porro .

Leah Kaplan
Mrs. Porro .

J. O’Connell
Michele

18 Postage
19 Wages

Travel19
18 Subsidies

Postage
Subsidies

18
24
25 Postage

Loans25
J. O’Connell
Marine

Wages
Subsidies

[This is not a deletion, but the amount corresponds to the subsidies
Moutal working in Marine Labor.]previously noted to Jack

Loans to F. L. D.Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
Colnor

1 Postage
Postage
Postage
Postage
Wages

3

4
6
6 Postage

PostageJ. O'Connell6
Fall River Dues
Mrs. Porro .

6
Subsidies

J. O’Connell Present9
[Justine O’Connor apparent
J. O’Connell

received $5 as a present.]y

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

9 Postage
Mrs. Porro .
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
[Two entries,
J. O’Connell
J. O’Connell
Marine

Subsidies10
13 Wages

Postage13

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Postage
Postage

17
18

Subsidies20
Michele to Worcester20

[The Communist Party was paying traveling expenses of tin district
organizer of the International "Workers Order.]

J. O’Connell .....
PostageMar.

Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Apr.

J. O’Connell .....
Postage23

Mrs. Porro ...... Subsidies17
J. O’Connell

..... Miscellaneoi24
J. O’Connell .....

Postage

J. O’Connell .....
Postagi26

Raffi
....... Loans29

J. O’Connell
.....

Postage1
[Three entries.]
Halpern

......
Subsidie3Apr,

[Halpern was also subsidized in February.]
Mrs. Porro ...... SubsidiMar.

Apr.
Apr.

25
Mrs. Porro ...... Subsidies3

6
8

J. O’Connell
.....

Postage

Mrs. Porro ...... SubsidiesApr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

J. O’Connell .....
Postage8

9 J. O’Connell .....
Postage and Wai !3

Halpern ...... Subsidies10
Lewis Gordon ..... Miscellaneous13
J. O’Connell ..... Postag<13
J. O’Connell .....

Postage14
Mrs. Porro ......Subsidies15Apr.
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;tion of ExpendituresNam3ate,
PostageApr. 16 J. O’Connell

Halpern SubsidnApr. 16
WaApr. 17 Ann .

[Ann Burlak, in charge of Rh
of Boston headquarters of

ode Island area, is under the direction
District One.]

For TiresApr. 21 Abe Boxer
Postage

Apr. 22 J. O’Connell
SubsidiesApr. 22 Mrs. Porrc
Wages
Postage

Apr. 24 J. O’Connell
Apr. 27 J. O’Connell

PostageApr. 29 J. O’Connell
TravApr. 29 Bn

the functionaries of the International[Fred Bradley was one of
Workers Order. No Communist witness admitted he knew
Hildegard Dyer. (See section entitled “Publications and Book
Shops.”)]

Apr. 30 Mr. Porro Subsidie
WagesApr. 30 Justine

•nnell.][Justine O’Connor, alias O’C
Postage
Wages

J. O’ConnellMay
JustineMay 8

Subsidies
Postage
Postage
Postage
Wages

Mrs. PorrcMay 8
JustineMay 10
J. O’ConnellMay 12
J. O’ConnellMay 13
JustineMay 15

PostageJ. O’ConnellMay 19
Postage
Postage

J. O'ConnellMay 21
J. O’ConnellMay 22

WagesJustineMay
MiscellaneousAmerican Youth CongressMay 22

this youth organization.][See section herein dealing with
PostageBessMay
Postage
Postage
Subsidie

J. O’ConneiMay 24
May 25 J. O’Connell
May 12 Mrs. Porro

Postage and Wages
Postage

May 27 Justine
May 29 Justine

MiscellaneousJune 22 Bess

’ each month apparently
and initiation receipts, and

Payments to “A. Benson
represent a proportion of dues
certain other miscellaneous items which are forwarded
to the national office of the Communist Party. These
payments were:

Date. Amount

January 1937 1138 94
February 1937 106 62
March 1937 113 38
April 1937 266 22
May 1937 263 16
June 1937 . 274 98
July 1937 116 89
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SUBSIDIES.

1. January 7, 1937, ‘‘Daily for Waterfront.” These
subscriptions to the “Daily Worker” provided for copies
of the central news organ of the CommunistParty, U. S. A.,
which have regularly been placed in the union hall of the
National Maritime Union.

2. Subsidy to David Grad, alias Dave Grant, head
of the Young Communist League, amounted to about
87 per week, which was in addition to what he received in
salary from his own organization.

3. F. Halpern was subsidized by the Communist
Party during February and again in April.

4. Fanny Hartman, wife of Phil Frankfeld, head of
the Communist Party in District One, received a weekly
subsidy of $lO.

5. The name “H. Dyer” shows a subsidy paid in
April, 1937, at the time when Hildegard Dyer and other
Communists were organizing clerks and workers in retail
stores into a C. I. O. union.

6. At the time when Manuel Blanc was head of the
local branch of Friends of the Abraham Inn coin Battalion
he also received a subsidy payment from the Communist
Party.

7. Emmanuel Levin, head of the Progressive Labor
School in 1937, received subsidy payments in May and
June. Later Levin was made educational director of the
International Workers Order.

8. “Mrs. Porro” appears to have received regular
subsidy payments from January through the middle of
May. Alfred Porro is on the State Committee of the
Communist Party.

9. Joe Costello was subsidized weekly to aid his efforts
to organize and radicalize Massachusetts labor into the
C. I. 0.

10. Subsidy payments to Jack Moutal (Montal)
appeared regularly from January through April. Moutal
is one of the key Communists amongst the seamen. Other
expenditures appear on behalf of the seamen.
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11. Jack Green of Lynn, Communist functionary.
Received subsidy payments in January and February.

12. Joseph Figuerido. Subsidy payments February
through July. Another Communist working amongst
labor.

13. Mike Tryson at Lawrence was subsidized by the
Communists in January through March.

14. Phil Frankfeld, head of the Communist Party in
Massachusetts, received extra subsidy for work in Law-
rence. Intensive Communist activity preceded the
C. I. 0. victory among textile workers. An entry on
February 19 indicates Frankfeld went to New York for
a special conference on organizing Massachusetts tex-
tile workers - and again a like trip on February 28.

Printing.

Over a six months’ period in 1937 the Communist
Party of Massachusetts paid the Century Press on
Leverett Street the sum of $593.24 for leaflets, pam-
phlets and other material. This printing was aside from
the mass of books and literature coming into the Com-
monwealth from New York City, and also aside from the
volume of mimeographed bulletins and organs which
are put out by the Communist headquarters and branches.

Miscellaneous Disbursements
1. Several hundred dollars were raised from May

through July for the aid of Leftist Spain. Some of these
funds were turned over to the Central Committee, some
to Manuel Blanc of Friends of the Abraham Lincoln
Battalion, and some to the Medical Bureau to Aid
Spanish Democracy.

2. Payments showed that two advertisements of the
Communist Party were placed in the paper published
by the Community Church (Boston) Forum. One
advertisement was for the annual Lenin Memorial
Meeting.

3. In receipts there appeared a donation from the
International Ladies Garment Workers Union. On
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February 8, 1937, there was a payment for an adver-
tisement by the Communist Party in the cloak makers’
journal.

4. During the shoe workers’ strike in Maine, during
the spring of 1937, Frankfeld and Hy Gordon, another
Communist functionary, were making trips between
Boston and those points.

In addition to the proposals for legislation herein-
before set forth, recommendation is made that the pro-
visions of chapter 264, section 11, of the General Laws
be amended by substituting therefor a new section as
set forth in Appendix L.

In conclusion, the Commission submits that seditious
doctrines are being regularly advocated throughout the
Commonwealth; that a great interlocking of admittedly
Communistic organizations with organizations equally
Communistic, but denied so to be, exists in this State. It
is necessary that citizens of Massachusetts and the
American public generally be enlightened as to what
actually is taking place. The constant misuse of the
term “Fascism” as synonymous only with “anti-Com-
munism” is significant of Communistic misrepresenta-
tion and deceit. Communism is a present menace in this
country. Its influence is spreading rapidly in this State.
Throughout the months during which the Commission
has been actively at work, no witness, Communist or
non-Communist, no official of the League Against War
and Fascism, which was organized, as its name implies,
to combat Fascism, presented evidence of any inter-
national Fascist activity within the borders of this State.
Several witnesses did refer to what they termed “Fascist
tendencies” and designated the creation of this Commis-
sion as such a tendency.

Excerpts from Communist publications printed in this
report, and a vast additional amount of material from
official Communist sources, show that the Communists
seek to implant in the minds of the American people the

Conclusion.
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notion that the United States of America, having been
born of revolution, is essentially revolutionary in char-
acter, and that only through another similar revolution
can the working man get a fair deal in this country.
They cleverly avoid the obvious fact that the forbears of
the so-called American revolutionaries left their native
land and suffered great privation and hardship by jour-
neying across uncharted seas to settle in and develop
a wilderness. The Communists avoid reference to the
fact that American colonists endured such privation and
hardship to escape intolerance and dictation. They
avoid the fact that those colonists made no attempt to
create revolution in the homeland; but, forsaking all
that was dear to them, journeyed afar seeking by purely
peaceful means an opportunity to live lives free from
the pressures of imperialism. It was not until that right
was later challenged that war ensued. In other words,
the American revolutionists represented a great migra-
tion to these shores of persons who would escape the
tyranny of dictation, dictation which is the very thing
the Communist now seeks, through the ultimate use of
arms and bloody revolution, to impose upon us.

Education of the American masses in the teachings of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and an awakening of
those masses to the atrocities resultant from any success-
ful attempt to superimpose the theories, technique or
objectives of those teachings upon the American people,
is an urgent present need.

In educational enlightenment and a penetrating un-
derstanding of the actual methods and objectives of the
Communist lies the greatest protection of America
against civil wr ar. By knowledge our American people
can be protected against the efforts of a diabolically
clever psychology and technique by means of which
Communists and their sympathizers, setting up a pseudo
plea for protection of “civil liberties,” seek to engender
discontent, disbelief and bitter class hatred; seek to sub-
stitute in America a plan of government ruthlessly bar-
baric and wholly alien to our ideals, a plan wdiich
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sanctions torture, persecution and “liquidation” of the
nonconformist all in the name of “peace” and “de-
mocracy.”

The members of this Commission believe that America
has no apology to make to the world; that Americans
always can be relied upon to welcome to these shores all
lovers of true constitutional democracy. They likewise
believe there is no place here for traitors among men
from whatever country they may spring, even from the
soil of America itself. Loyalty to one’s faith, to one’s
God, to one’s home and to one’s country always has
been considered a virtue in America. It is no less a vir-
tue because of propaganda seeking to dismiss it as super-
patriotic or chauvinistic.

Proposed legislation is recommended as set forth in
Appendices A to L, inclusive, attached hereto and made
a part hereof.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act kestpjcting the keeping and bearing op arms

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and sixty-nine of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after section nine
4 the following new section:
5 Section 9A. No group or organization of persons,
6 except the duly constituted police and military forces
7 of the United States, the commonwealth and its
8 political subdivisions, chartered groups of veterans
9 who have been in the military service of the United

10 States in time of war and who receive arms under
11 state or federal authorization, school cadets, or
12 sportsmen’s clubs whose members are individually
13 licensed to carry firearms, shall be armed unless
14 authorized by act of the legislature. Whoever vio-

PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A

Oc Commontocalti) of Ciassaclnisetts
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15
16
17
18
19

lates the provision of this section shall be punished
by a fine of not less than nor morenor more
than dollars or by imprisonment for
not more than or by both such fine and
imprisonment.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act prohibiting the libel of races.

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after section
4 ninety-eight the following new section:
5 Section 98A. Whoever maliciously writes, pub-
-6 lishes, distributes or causes to be written, published
7 or distributed, any writing, printing, sign, pictorial
8 representation, or the like, intending thereby to im-
-9 peach the honesty, virtue, reputation, character or
10 patriotism of any race, intending thereby to expose
11 such race to public hatred, contempt, ridicule or
12 prejudice shall be punished by a fine of not more than
13 one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
14 more than one year, or both. In a prosecution here-
-15 under, the truth, if without malice, shall be a sufficient
16 defence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix B.

Cfce Commontocaltft o( s@aosac{)usctts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act requiring the registration of persons using

NAMES OTHER THAN THEIR TRUE NAMES.

1 Chapter one hundred and ten of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section twenty-five the
4 following two new sections under the caption regis-

5 TRATION OF NAMES OTHER THAN TRUE NAMES:
6 Section 25A. Any person using a name other than
7 his real name shall forthwith file with the clerk of the
8 town in which he resides a certificate, under the
9 penalties of perjury, stating his real name and address

10 and the name or names which he has adopted or by
11 which he is also otherwise known. Any non-resident
12 coming within the commonwealth shall forthwith file
13 such a certificate with the clerk of the town in which
14 he takes up a lodging or temporary residence. The
15 clerk shall keep a record of such certificates and an

16 index of each name of such person. Violations of this
17 section shall be punished by a fine of not more than

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, cmd by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix C.

Cljc Commontoealtij of Massachusetts
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18 five hundred dollars or by Imprisonment for not more
19 than one year, or both.
20 Section 258. The clerk of each town shall, on or

21 before the tenth day of every month, transmit to the
22 state secretary certified copies of the records of names
23 of persons using or known by names other than their
24 real names, upon blanks provided by him.
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1 Section eight of chapter fifty-five of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out said section and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 8. No person shall, directly or indirectly,
6 make a payment or promise of payment to a political
7 committee or to any person acting under its authority
8 or in its behalf, in any name except his own nor unless
9 he makes known his address with such payment; nor

10 shall such committee or person knowingly receive a
11 payment or promise of payment, or enter or cause
12 the same to be entered in the accounts or records of
13 such committee, in any name other than that of the
14 person by whom it is made nor without recording
15 the name and address of such person.

Appendix D.

Cfie Commontoealtl) of 9@asoac|nisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relating to election contributions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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An Act making applicable to parties the laws re-
lating TO STATE, city, ward and town committees

OF POLITICAL PARTIES.

1 Chapter fifty-two of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding thereto the following new section:
4 Section 11. The provisions of this chapter appli-
-5 cable to state, city, ward and town committees of
6 political parties shall apply equally to state, city,
7 ward and town committees of parties.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix E.

Cfie Commontoealti) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relating to statements of political expenses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix F.

Clic CommontocaltJ) of £@assacl)usetts

1 Section sixteen of chapter fifty-five of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “name”,
4 in the seventh line, the words: and address.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act requiring the filing of addresses of mem-
bers OF state committees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix G

Cl)t Commontucaltl) of Qfjassacfrusctts

1 Section one of chapter fifty-two of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding after the word “officers”,
4 in the third line of the third paragraph, the words:
5 and their addresses —so that said third para-
-6 graph will read as follows: The secretary of the
7 state committee shall, within ten days after such or-
-8 ganization, file with the state secretary, and send to
9 each city and town committee, a list of the members

10 of the committee and of its officers and their ad-
-11 dresses.
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An Act requiring the preservation of nomination
PAPERS.

1 Chapter fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section seventeen, as
3 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following
4 new section:
5 Section 17A. Nomination papers shall be pre-
-6 served for not less than one year after the election to
7 which they relate and shall, under reasonable regula-
-8 tions, be open to public inspection.

Appendix H.

C&e CommontoealtJ) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act regulating the public soliciting of funds

1 Chapter one hundred and forty of the Genera! Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section one hundred and
4 ninety-six under the caption soliciting of contri-

-5 butions the following new section: —■
6 Section 196A. Before Any organization, group or
7 body, other than churches, shall solicit funds or con-
-8 tributions from persons other than their members
9 there shall be filed in its behalf with the state secretary

10 a statement containing the true names and addresses
11 of its officers and principals and the purposes for which
12 such funds or contributions are proposed to be solicited,
13 on oath of its president and secretary or corresponding
14 officers, whereupon the state secretary shall issue to
15 such organization, group or body a certificate that it
16 has filed such statement. There shall likewise be filed
17 with the state secretary the true names and addresses

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix I

C6e Commontoealtb of

OR CONTRIBUTIONS.
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ls of any new officers or principals within ten da3rs after
19 their election or appointment. Violations of this
20 section shall be punished by a fine of not less than
21 nor more than oroi-

22 by imprisonment for not more than
23 or both.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act regulating foreign fraternal benefit

SOCIETIES,

1 Section 1. Section forty-one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and seventy-six of the General Laws, as appear-
-3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 inserting, in the seventh line, after the word “busi-
-5 ness” the words: and the names and addresses of
6 its officers and agents.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix J

Cije Commontocaltb of Massachusetts

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and seventy-
-2 six, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by
3 inserting after section forty-two the following new
4 section:
5 Section J$A. Every foreign society transacting
6 business in the commonwealth shall file with the
7 commissioner a statement, on oath of its president
8 and secretary or corresponding officers, containing
9 the names and addresses of its officers and agents in

10 the commonwealth and of its officers in its home state,
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11 and shall, in such form as the commissioner shall
12 prescribe likewise file with the commissioner the names
13 and addresses of any new officers and agents within
14 ten days after their election or appointment. Every
15 such society shall also keep within the commonwealth
16 true records which shall contain the names and
17 addresses of its certificate holders and beneficiaries
18 residing in the commonwealth, which records shall at
19 all times be open to the inspection of the commissioner.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act establishing a division op citizenship for

1 Section 1. Section four of chapter fifteen, as ap-
-2 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ Americaniza-
-4 tion”, in the sixth line, the following: a division
5 of citizenship, —so that said section four will read
6as follows: Section 4- The commissioner shall be
7 the executive and administrative head of the depart-
-8 ment. He shall have charge of the administration
9 and enforcement of all laws, rules and regulations

10 which it is the duty of the department to administer
11 and enforce, and shall be chairman of the board.
12 He shall organize in the department a division of
13 public libraries, a division of immigration and Ameri-
-14 canization, a division of citizenship, a division of the
15 blind and such other divisions as he may determine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix K.

Cfce Commontocaltb of 00a0*acl)U0ett0

THE PURPOSE OF ELIMINATING THE ACTIVITIES OF

PERSONS SEEKING THE OVERTHROW OF THE AMERICAN

FORM OF GOVERNMENT,
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16 Each division shall be in charge of a director and shall
17 be under the general supervision of the commissioner.
18 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as affect-

-19 ing the powers and duties of the trustees of the
20 Massachusetts state college as set forth in chapter
21 seventy-five.

1 Section 2. Said chapter fifteen is further
2 amended by adding after section twelve, as so ap-
-3 pearing, the following new section under the caption
4 DIVISION OP CITIZENSHIP:

5 Section 12A. The division of citizenship shall con-
-6 sist of a director, at such salary as the governor and
7 council may determine, and an advisory board of six
8 members who shall serve without compensation.
9 Upon the expiration of the term of office of a director,

10 or of a member of the advisory board, his successor
11 shall be appointed for five years by the governor,
12 with the advice and consent of the council. Said
13 director and members of the advisory board shall be
14 reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the
15 performance of their duties.

1 Section 3. Chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by adding after section eleven the
4 following new section:
5 Section 11A. The director of the division of citi-
6 zenship with the approval of the advisory board
7 thereof shall, consistent with law, collect complete
8 information relating to the activities of persons and
9 organizations advocating, advising, counseling or

10 inciting the overthrow by force or violence of the gov-
-11 eminent of the commonwealth or of the United States
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12 or whose activities of such a nature are directed or
13 controlled from without the United States and shall
14 employ such methods, consistent with law, as in its
15 judgment will keep the public informed relative to
16 such activities. For the above purposes, the division
17 may co-operate with other officers and departments
18 of the commonwealth and with all public agencies,
19 federal, state and municipal, both within or without
20 the commonwealth. It may require the attendance
21 and testimony of witnesses and the production of
22 books and documents relating to the matter under
23 investigation and may bring to the attention of any
24 court authorized by law to naturalize aliens facts
25 showing such activities by aliens seeking naturaliza-
-26 tion. The division shall report to the attorney gen-
-27 eral or to a district attorney such facts as may be
28 collected tending to prove violation or attempts to
29 violate the provisions of section eleven of chapter two
30 hundred and sixty-four.
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1 Chapter two hundred and sixty-four of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out section eleven and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 11. Any person who shall by speech or by
6 exhibition, distribution or promulgation of any written
7 or printed document, paper, or pictorial representa-
-8 tion, advocate, advise, counsel or incite, assault upon
9 any public official or the killing of any person or the

10 unlawful destruction of real or personal property or
11 the overthrow by force or violence of the government
12 of the commonwealth or of the United States, and
13 any person who shall by speech, or by exhibition,
14 distribution, or promulgation of any written or printed
15 document, paper or pictorial representation, advocate,
16 teach, advise or counsel the use of force or violence to

An Act prohibiting persons to advocate the use of

FORCE OR VIOLENCE TO EFFECT POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Appendix L.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

CHANGES.
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17 effect any change in the constitution or laws of the
18 commonwealth or of the United States or to effect
19 any change in the economic condition of any person
20 or class of persons, shall be punished by a fine of not
21 more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment
22 for not more than three years, or both, provided that
23 this section shall not be construed as reducing the
24 penalty now imposed for the violation of any law.




