
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am doubtful that House Bill 1500, entitled, “An
Act for codification, revision and amendment of
THE LAWS RELATIVE TO THE CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION

AND MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES

in the city op boston”, in its present form will result in
the stimulation of the building industry in the City of
Boston, especially during these days when, on account of
the decrease in the cost of steel and other materials, an
incentive is necessary for undertaking building operations.
Services of skilled mechanics are available in great num-
bers to carry out a greatly needed increase in building
construction. Advantages of these opportunities should
be taken and every step adopted to secure employment
for those of our citizens whose livelihood and that of their
families depend upon obtaining work in the construction,
alteration and repair of structures.

For years the work of steamfitters has been established
and maintained as a separate craft, distinct and inde-
pendent of other allied building trades. There are more
than fifteen hundred persons engaged in Boston in the
occupation of steamfitting. No other craft has ever
attempted to invade the field which has always been
considered as belonging appropriately and properly to
steamfitting. Every steamfitter is pursuing a particular
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craft, peculiar to this kind of work in his own special
skilled field, which has always been recognized as an
integral part of the building trades. The instant bill
strikes down and removes the boundaries which have
heretofore existed between steamfitting and other build-
ing trades. I am, therefore, apprehensive that the en-
actment of the proposed legislation will result in a con-
flict between those engaged in steamfitting and in other
building occupations. Boston has been singularly free
from so called jurisdictional disputes between trade
organizations.

The defect of the bill is in the definition of “plumbing”
as set forth in Section 106 which provides:

“Plumbing”, the art of installing, repairing or altering the pipes,
fixtures and other apparatus for distributing the water supply and
removing liquid and water-carried wastes; the system of pipes, fix-
tures and other apparatus installed in buildings for distributing the
water supply and for the disposal of liquid and water-carried wastes,
including valves, traps and soil, waste and vent pipes.

I am advised that this definition is so broad and exten-
sive as to include within its sweep the work of steamfitting.
Those who are now engaged in such an occupation do not
require any certificates or permits in order to pursue their
crafts. The present bill would necessitate steamfitters to
secure the legal qualifications now required of master and
journeymen plumbers although they are undoubtedly
fitted by years of experience to continue their trade of
steamfitting. The bill would merge the latter craft into
the plumbing branch of building construction. That is
contrary to the conditions now existent among the building
trade organizations in the City of Boston and that system,
which has proven by years of experience to have been
satisfactory, will thus be endangered by the possible in-
currence of disputes between allied building trades. No
public advantage can be secured by merging the art of
steamfitting with that of plumbing. Trade disputes
should not be encouraged and no occasion should be
furnished for even an opportunity for their occurrence.
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I, accordingly, recommend that the aforesaid Sec-
tion 106 be amended by adding to the definition of
“plumbing” as therein enumerated the following, to
wit: “providing that nothing herein contained shall
include the work of steamfitting.”

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.




