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HOUSE .... No. 2216

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Senate Bill 539 is an appropriation bill. Under the
provisions of Article 63, Section 5, of the Amendments
to the Constitution, it is my privilege to disapprove or
reduce items or parts of items in any such appropriation
bill. So much of such bill as I approve shall, upon my
signing the same, become law. Therefore, in accordance
with this constitutional provision, I hereby approve the
following items to wit, Section 3, Section 4, and Sec-
tion 5.

I disapprove the item contained in Section 1 of said
Senate Bill 539, which reads as follows “There shall
be paid, without further appropriation, from the High-
way Fund, as soon as may be to the several cities and
towns, the sum of five million dollars, in proportion to
the amounts for which they shall have been respectively
assessed for the state tax of the current year. The sum
received by each city and town under this section shall
be placed in a separate fund and shall, under the direc-
tion of the local highway department, be expended, with-
out appropriation, together with federal funds, if any,
allocated to such city or town and available for such ex-
penditure, in the current year or thereafter as herein-
after provided, for local highway projects including con-
struction, maintenance and repair of local roads, streets
and highways other than state highways, surface drain-
age, sidewalks, curbings and bridges.” for the follow-
ing reasons;
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1. The item contained in said Section 1 fails in any
way to afford any immediate relief to our unemployed
because it is provided therein that this money may be
expended after the current year, when it is essential
that funds be made available immediately to relieve
unemployment.

2. That the said Section 1 is economically unsound
because it would involve the expenditure by local high-
way departments of large sums of money without any
supervision or the advantage of any comprehensive plan.

I disapprove the item contained in Section 2 of said
Senate Bill 539, which reads as follows:-—“Projects to
be entered into under authority of section one of this
act shall be submitted to the state department of public
works by the mayor and city council in the case of cities
and by the selectmen in the case of towns, and no project
shall be entered into hereunder unless it is approved,
with respect to the necessity and location thereof, by
said department of public works. A city or town ag-
grieved by the action of said department of public works
in refusing to approve a project submitted to it as afore-
said or by the failure of said department to act in the
matter of the approval of the project within a period of
thirty days after it has been submitted to it, may appeal
therefrom to the emergency finance board, established
under section one of chapter forty-nine of the acts of
nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and the decision of
said emergency finance board shall be final. Upon writ-
ten request of the mayor and city council of a city or the
selectmen of a town said department of public works
shall furnish engineering services with respect to any
project or projects to be entered into by such city or
town under section one; provided, that the cost of such
engineering services, with respect to any such project,
shall not exceed ten per cent of so much of the total cost
thereof as is to be met from the sum paid to such city or
town under section one.

“The amount of the expense of such engineering
services shall be paid to the state treasurer by the city
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or town to which such services shall have been furnished
from the sum paid to such city or town under said sec-
tion one, and shall be available, without appropriation,
for the payment of the expense incurred by said de-
partment of public works for said services, subject other-
wise to the provisions of law regulating the disbursement
of public funds and the approval thereof.” for the
following reasons:

1. I disapprove the item contained in Section 2 for
the reason that it is based on Section 1 which I have
disapproved for the reasons heretofore given herein.

2. I further disapprove the item contained in Section 2
for the reason that it is too cumbersome and would not
expedite the relief of unemployment.

Therefore, I am transmitting to your honorable body,
with my disapproval, the items contained in said Sections
1 and 2 of Senate Bill 539, for the reasons above enu-
merated.

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.




