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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am signing House Bill No. 2221 although I believe,
as I have previously stated to Your Honorable Body,
that a far more efficient administration of this fund could
be obtained under the co-ordinated systematic super-
vision of the State Department of Public Works than
through the separate and disunited efforts of some 300
odd cities and towns. lam sustained in this opinion, as I
said in my veto message of June 20th, by Theodore N.
Waddell, Director of the State Division of Accounts, an
acknowledged authority on state and municipal finance.

There is only one justification for signing this measure
and that is the paramount necessity of providing imme-
diately for the needs of the unemployed. They receive
my first consideration.

It is apparent that Your Honorable Body is so little
concerned with relieving unemployment that, rather than
disburse this money through a responsible state agency,
you would permit it to remain unexpended and idle in
the Treasury throughout the year in the hope of placing
responsibility for such a situation upon the shoulders of
a Democratic Governor. The fact that lam signing this
bill is the best refutation to the charge made by some
newspaper editors that I had withheld approval of similar
previous measures from purely selfish motives.

It is ironical that although you profess that the fund
can be managed more efficiently by local than by state
authority, the present bill makes provision that contem-
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plated highway projects are to be submitted to the State
Department of Public Works for its approval and it fur-
ther specifies that this Department must furnish such
engineering services as may be required by the cities and
towns. Do thinking men and women need any further
proof that a more efficient administration of this fund
could be obtained under the co-ordinate supervision of the
State Department of Public Works, than through the
disunited efforts of cities and towns, many of whom do
not possess an engineering staff to guide them in the
expenditure of these funds.

In an effort some weeks ago to acquaint your member-
ship with the fact that our unemployment problem was
critical, I submitted for your consideration a bond issue
for $23,000,000 for needed public improvements. Not-
withstanding that this legislation was sought by me to
relieve unemployment, you rejected it on the ground that
the amount requested was too high. Accordingly I sub-
mitted a second and a third bond issue for nine and ten
million dollars respectively including only the more
urgent projects and you rejected both, thus making clear
to the 500,000 unemployed men and women of this com-
monwealth that you have no interest in their welfare.

With the passage of this Act, the matter of emergency
highway employment for our citizens is, by your direc-
tion, in the hands of local authorities. I shall watch with
interest the administration of these funds by them and if
I am convinced after a period of observation that the
problem of unemployment is as acute as it is today, I
shall issue a call for a special session of the Legislature
to consider an extended program for unemployment
relief.

The illogical manner in which you have dealt with the
problem of unemployment and the distribution of Gaso-
line Tax Funds is further evidenced by your failure to
furnish relief, in any degree, to the taxpayers of the
Commonwealth from the staggering State Tax which
you have placed upon their shoulders. Diversion of the

ine Tax to the General Fund such as was recoin-
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mended by me and which in years past was authorized
for the advantage of my two predecessors in office, would
have avoided the additional $3.00 increase in local tax
levies which the taxpayers of every city and town must
meet in 1939. This responsibility is plainly upon your
shoulders.

There are now pending before your Honorable Body a

bond issue requested by me for the Soldiers’ Home in
Chelsea, a bill providing for a sur-tax and the formal
establishment of the State Tax. It is my hope that favor-
able action upon these matters will be taken as expe-
ditiously as possible.

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.




