
I

»

SENATE . . . . No. 591
[Senate, No. 591. Offered by Senators Bowker and Flanagan.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

Resolutions urging the immediate resumption of

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES BY THE EASTERN MASSA-
CHUSETTS STREET RAILWAY COMPANY AND THE MIDDLE-
SEX AND BOSTON STREET RAILWAY COMPANY.

Whereas, Continued cessation of transportation serv-
ices by the Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway Com-
pany and the Middlesex and Boston Street Railway
Company, as a result of strikes called by the union repre-
sentatives of the employees of said companies, has
seriously disrupted the economic and everyday life of the
people in many of the large communities of the common-
wealth, has caused great financial loss and threatens to
endanger the welfare, safety and health of the public;
and

Whereas, The general public in the areas served by the
said railway companies has been put to great inconven-
ience and hardship during the existence of said strikes
which threaten to become an emergency; and

Whereas, Said strikes have lasted so long that public
opinion demands that legislation, if constitutional, be
enacted whereby compulsory arbitration shall be invoked;
and

Whereas, The United States Supreme Court has held
that a state statute requiring that collective bargaining
be continued until an impasse is reached whereupon com-
pulsory arbitration shall be invoked is invalid as it is in
conflict with the National Labor Relations Act; and
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Whereas, A state law abrogating the right to strike
against public utilities is therefore invalid as conflicting
with the exercise of federally protected labor rights; and

Whereas, Legislation whereby a state seeks to deny
entirely a federally guaranteed right to strike, which
Congress has restricted to a limited extent in case of
national emergencies, however serious, is in conflict with
the federal law; and

Whereas, It is firmly believed that the Eastern Massa-
chusetts Street Railway and the Middlesex and Boston
Street Railway Company and the union representatives
of the employees of said companies are mindful of the
duty owed to the public by both management and labor,
recognize the actualities of the existing situation, and are
not motivated by any desire to cause undue hardship to
the public; therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts senate urges the
Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway Company and
the Middlesex and Boston Street Railway Company and
the union representatives of the employees of said com-
panies to proceed forthwith to settle the existing labor
disputes in the furtherance of the public interest; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Massachusetts senate expresses the
hope that transportation service be resumed at once.


