
SENATE 621

To accompany the petition of Charles J. Innes that Congress be
memorialized in opposition to the enactment of legislation which
would tend to modify or annul any provision of the Walsh-Healey
Act, so called. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Two.

Resolutions memorializing congress to refuse to
ENACT LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD TEND TO MODIFY

OR NULLIFY ANY PROVISION OF THE WALSH-HEALEY

ACT, SO CALLED.

Whereas, The provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act
were primarily designed to impose certain obligations
with relation to government contracts, to raise labor
standards, to insure that persons employed by govern-
ment contractors would be paid not less than minimum
wages as determined by the Secretary of Labor, and to
obviate the possibility that any part of the tremendous
national expenditures would go to forces tending to
depress wages and purchasing power, thus offending
fair social standards of employment; and

Whereas, Certain legislation has recently been intro-
duced into Congress which, if enacted into law, would
tend to nullify or defeat the high purposes of the Walsh-
Healey Act, by establishing minimum wages at the level
of each locality where government contracts are let,
rather than on an industry w'ide basis, as provided in
said act, and to permit government buying through
middlemen rather than by direct contract, thus providing
a further incentive for industry to seek the lower wage
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areas of the country in which to operate, thereby re-
sulting in lower quality of goods produced under govern-
ment contracts and a general reduction in standards of
living and employment throughout the United States
and especially in the New England area; now therefore
be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts
hereby urges the Congress of the United States to refrain
from adopting any amendments to the present law which
will result in modifying or annulling any provision of the
Walsh-Healey Act; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be for-
warded by the Secretary of State to the President of the
United States, the presiding officers of each branch of
Congress and to the members thereof from this Common-
wealth.


