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Department of Correction

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
Gentlemen : In accordance with the provisions of section 33

of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the Annual Report of
the Department of Correction is submitted herewith, together with
drafts of six (6) bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Bills numbered one through three have been submitted to the
counsel for the House of Representatives and approved by the same,
as required by law. The remaining three bills, because of time
limitations, have not as yet been approved by House counsel. How-
ever, they are bills that were submitted last year and approved by
House counsel at that time. We shall be pleased to submit them to
House counsel for reapproval upon your instructions.

Very truly your

GEORGE F. McGRATH,

Ci)c CommontuealtJ) of epassacfuigettg

Commissioner
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Under present law the administration offices of the department
of correction and the parole board are called for to be included in
the State Office Building. In the course of the administrative work
of the department of correction the departments of health, welfare
and education collaborate with the department of correction, and
better and more efficient service would be rendered if the depart-
ment were located within the same building with the aforesaid de-
partments.

2. An Act providing that the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts MAY ENTER INTO A COMPACT WITH ANY OF THE NEW
England States to provide for the Control, Develop-
ment and Execution of Programs of Co-operation for

the Confinement, Treatment and Rehabilitation of

Offenders.

If this bill becomes law the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
would become a party to the New England Interstate Corrections
Compact to which all other New England States are parties. This
Compact would make it possible for each of the New England States,
under specific contracts, to share its correctional resources with any
other New England State; to establish or build regional institutions,
with legislative approval; to transfer its inmates to any other insti-
tution in New England to meet emergency situations, or to relieve
temporary overcrowding, or to break up undesirable inmate associa-
tions, or to facilitate plans for inmate rehabilitation. An effective
New England Interstate Corrections Compact should result in a
savings in construction and operating costs to all Compact mem-
bers using shared facilities and generally improve correctional pro-
grams in New England.

A bill to require the reporting upon the mittimus of the specific
chapter and section of the law under which a person has been con-

1. An Act to establish within the Health, Welfare and Ed-
ucation Building Space for the Department of Cor-

3. An Act relative to Certain Information to be contained
on Copy of Indictment of Persons committed to Penal
Institutions.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

RECTION.
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victed of a crime. The present lack of designation of the specific
statutory violation for which a person is being sentenced in felony
cases requires the Department of Correction to make important
decisions relating to the computation of the offender’s parole and
discharge dates, a decision that should properly be made by the
courts.

4. An Act providing for Forfeiture of Deduction of Sentence
upon Conviction op an Offense committed while confined

in a Correctional Institution of the Commonwealth.
Under the present law, in the case of a conviction for the commis-

sion of a crime while serving a sentence, it is mandatory that all
good conduct time be forfeited on the sentence then serving. The
proposed bill provides for the forfeiture to be made on the subse-
quent sentence or sentences received for conviction of a crime com-
mitted while serving previous sentence.

5. An Act providing for Penalty for the Seizing and Holding
by Prisoners of Employees in Penal and Reformatory
Institutions.

Under the present law, the word “hostage” raises a technicality
which might in law be most difficult to define, and therefore it has
been recommended in the proposed law that the penalty be im-
posed against a prisoner who seizes or holds any officer or employee
or other person against their will.

6. An Act relative to further Deduction of Sentence for
Good Conduct while confined at a Prison Camp.

Prior to the enactment of chapter 77C of the acts of 1955, those
selected inmates who were transferred to the prison camps received
extra good time deductions for each month they served in the prison
camps. This statute unwisely eliminated this important incentive

.and reward for the most deserving prisoners. This situation has
“made it more difficult to select and encourage prisoners from the

various institutions to volunteer for work at the prison camps.
Work at the camps is considered more laborious than that per-
formed in our correctional institutions, all of which makes it diffi-
cult in selecting the numbers that are required in the existing camps
and as to those to be selected for the additional camps planned. To
create more volunteering for such type of work and for better
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incentive for those who have been confined in such camps,
recommended that in addition to the amount of good conduct
that any inmate selected would receive while confined in the
rectional institutions of the commonwealth that they receive
days a month additional time while employed in any of the eg
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