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Department of Public Health
State House, Boston 33, November 1, 1961.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 of

the General Laws, as amended by Acts of 1948, chapter 67, I have
the honor to submit herewith such parts of the Annual Report of
the Department of Public Health as contain recommendations for
legislation, accompanied by drafts of bills embodying the legisla-
tion recommended. These drafts have been submitted to the Coun-
sel for the House of Representatives for advice and assistance as to
form.

Respectfully submitted,

C&e Commontoealti) of Qiassac&usetts

ALFRED L. FRECHETTE, M.D.,
Commissioner of Public Health.
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1. An Act reorganizing the Department of Public Health
AND TRANSFERRING THE HOSPITALS TO THE BUREAU OP
Medical Care in the Department.

The Department of Public Health was created in 1914 by the in-*
sertion of chapter 17 into the General Laws. It superseded the *

former State Board of Health. In 1921 the Department assumed
responsibility for the then existing tuberculosis sanatoria which, by
statute, were made part of the Division of Sanatoria and Tubercu-
losis. Thus, for forty years this Division has been responsible for
the supervision of the hospitals in the Department.

At the present time tuberculosis care is only a small portion of
the work of these hospitals. The major responsibility is in the
area of chronic disease. The Department has a Bureau of Hospital
Facilities which has the responsibility for licensing all the hospitals
in the Commonwealth. It is proposed to transfer the institutions
operated by the Department to that Bureau and change the name
to the Bureau of Medical Care. The Bureau would then have the
responsibility of operating the Department’s seven hospitals, li-
censing nursing homes and all other hospitals in the Commonwealth,
and administration of Hill-Burton Funds.

The legislation would also recognize the existence of the other
bureaus of the Department and assign specific responsibilities to the
deputy commissioners of the Department, each of whom would head
up a bureau.

2. An Act deleting North Reading State Sanatorium from
the Division op Sanatoria and authorizing the Com-
missioner of Public Health to dispose of Property at
the North Reading State Sanatorium under the con-rI
trol of the Department of Public Health.

The law presently provides that there shall be a Division of Sana-
toria in the Department, which shall include sanatoria at Rutland,
Lakeville, Westfield and North Reading. The North Reading State
Sanatorium is in the process of being closed. The patients have all
been transferred to another institution. The land and the buildings
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are no longer necessary for the purposes of the Department. Ac-
cordingly, the proposed legislation is submitted in order that the
statutory requirement may be removed and the land and buildings
disposed of.

3. An Act amending the Establishment of Tuberculosis
Treatment Centers to include any County Hospitals,
Municipal Hospitals and Hospitals licensed by the
Department of Public Health.

The purpose of this proposed legislation is to permit the Com-
missioner of Public Health to establish tuberculosis treatment cen-
ters at institutions other than state sanatoria. It would provide
greater flexibility in the administration of the law and allow the
Commissioner to anticipate future needs of the recalcitrant patient
in tuberculosis control.

4. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Health
TO COLLECT CHARGES OF PATIENTS AT MIDDLESEX COUNTY
Sanatorium.

There is no provision presently in the statutes that allows the
commonwealth to receive payment for the support and care of pa-
tients that were placed in the Middlesex Countjr Sanatorium as the
result of the closing of North Reading State Sanatorium. The
policy established by recent legislation is for the cities and towns
to pay half of these charges. It is felt that the proposed legislation
reflects the legislative philosophy of tuberculosis care and corrects
a statutory hiatus that was not intended.

5. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Health
to provide Health Services.

Many communities do not have the financial resources to employ
full-time professional persons for services that are required. The
purpose of this legislation is to give contractual authority between
the local communities, which have the need, and the Department
of Public Health, which has the available personnel.

6. An Act amending the Limitation on Registration of
Internes.

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to enlarge the present
law so as to enable temporary licensure for the practice of medicine
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of physicians who are enrolled in the Residency Training Program
of the Department of Public Health or in other such residency
training programs which are indicated for partial fulfillment of re-
quirements leading to certification of the residents by various med-
ical specialty boards and which are approved by the Council on
Medical Education and Hospitals of the American Medical Asso-
ciation.

7. An Act authorizing the Continuance of the Elimination
of Submerged Weeds in Lake Quinsigamond and its
Tributaries.

This proposed legislation for removal of weeds will extend the
time for expenditure of funds to December 5, 1962, to correspond
with the initial authorization of chapter 102 of the Resolves of
1960.


