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By Messrs. DeNormandie of Lincoln and Donlan of Boston, petition of Robert
Braucher and others for legislation relative to the admissibility in evidence of
official reports or findings of fact made by state officers. The Judiciary.

An Act to provide for official reports as evidence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follow

1 Chapter 233 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section 78 the following new section:

Section 78A. (a) Written reports or findings of fact made by
4 officers of this state, on a matter within the scope of their duty
5 as defined by statute, shall, insofar as relevant, be admitted as
6 evidence of the matters stated therein.
7 (b ) Such report or finding shall be admissible only if the
8 party offering it has delivered a copy of it, or so much thereof
9 as may relate to the controversy, to the adverse party a reason-

10 able time before trial, unless in the opinion of the trial court the
11 adverse party has not been unfairly surprised by the failure to
12 deliver such copy.
13 (c) Any adverse party may cross-examine any person making
14 such reports or findings or any person furnishing information
15 used therein; but the fact that such testimony may not be ob-
-16 tainable shall not affect the admissibility of the report or find-
-17 ing, unless, in the opinion of the court, the adverse party is
18 unfairly prejudiced thereby.
19 (d) This section may be cited as the Uniform Official Reports
20 as Evidence Act and shall be so interpreted and construed as to
21 effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the laws of those
22 states which enact it.
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