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By Air. Chadwick of Winchester, petition of Harrison Chadwick for legislation
to establish a law enforcement commission and defining its powers and duties.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act establishing a law enforcement commission and

DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose which is to provide for the immediate estab-
-3 lishment of a law enforcement commission, therefore, it is
4 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 584 of the acts
3 of 1955, is hereby further amended by inserting after the words
4 “weather amendment board” the words: a law enforcement
5 commission, —so as to read as follows: Section 17. The
6 armory commission, the art commission, the commission on
7 administration and finance, the commissioner of veterans’
8 services, the commissioners on uniform state laws, the public
9 bequest commission, the state ballot law commission, the board

10 of trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, the board of
ll trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, the milk regulation
12 board, the alcoholic beverages control commission, the state
13 housing board, the trustees of the state library, the state racing
14 commission, the Greylock reservation commission, the Port of
15 Boston commission, the Massachusetts commission against dis-
16 crimination, the state airport management board, weather
17 amendment board, the law enforcement commission, council

1 Section 1. Section 17 of chapter 6of the General Laws, as
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18 for the aging and the Massachusetts aeronautics commission
19 shall serve under the governor and council, and shall be subject
20 to such supervision as the governor and council deem necessary
21 and proper.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 adding at the end, under the caption law enforcement com-
-3 mission, the following section:
4 Section 7J. (a) There shall be a law enforcement commis-
-5 sion hereinafter called the commission, consisting of five mcm-
-6 bers appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent^,
7 of the council. No member shall hold any public office except
8 that of justice of the peace or notary public, or be a candidate
9 for public office, or member or employee of any political com-

-10 mittee and no more than three of said members shall at any
11 one time be members of the same political party. Said mem-
-12 bers shall be designated in their original appointments to serve
13 for one, two, three, four and five years. Each member shall
14 hold office until the appointment and qualification of his suc-
-15 cessor. Upon the expiration of the term of a member, his
16 successor shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice
17 and consent of the council, for a term of five years. Any va-
-18 cancy in the commission shall not affect its powers, but shall
19 be filled in the same manner in which the original appointment
20 was made. The governor shall from time to time designate
21 one of the members of the commission as chairman. The gov-
-22 ernor with the advice and consent of the council may remove
23 any member of the commission for misconduct, incompetency
24 or neglect of duty after serving charges in writing upon such
25 member and affording him an opportunity to be heard. The
26 members of the commission shall serve without compensation
27 but each member shall be reimbursed for all necessary travel
28 and other expenses incurred by him in the discharge of his
29 official duties. The commission shall be provided with suitable
30 offices in the state house or elsewhere. The commission may ■
31 employ a director and such other legal, expert, clerical and
32 other employees as it deems necessary and may remove them.
33 All such employees shall be exempt from the operation of Gen
34 eral Laws, chapter thirty-one.
35 (6) For the purpose of encouraging respect for the law by
36 improving the effectiveness of law enforcement and the ad-
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37 ministration of justice the commission shall make a contin-
38 uing study and investigation of the existence and extent of
39 crime within the commonwealth, of conditions which tend or
10 may tend to prevent or interfere with the proper enforcement
41 of the laws relating thereto, of physical, legal and policy limi-
42 tations on the powers and functions of those charged with the
43 duty of enforcement of said laws, and other matters relating
44 in any way to the enforcement of the laws of the common-
45 wealth and shall submit recommendations to those charged
46 with the duty of enforcement of said laws with respect
47 uniformity of recruiting, training, and administrative policies
48 and practices and regulations of police agencies in the common-
49 wealth, and co-ordination and co-operation in the activities of
50 the various law enforcement agencies of the commonwealth
51 in their functions of crime prevention, detection, and the ap-
52 prehension, sentencing, detention and rehabilitation of crin
53 inals.
54 (c) The commission or, on the authorization of the comm
55 sion, any subcommittee or member thereof, may hold such
56 hearings and sit and act at such times and places, administei
57 such oaths, and require by subpoena or otherwise, the attend-
58 ance and testimony of such witnesses and the production of
59 such books, records, correspondence, memoranda, papers and
60 documents as the commission or such subcommittee or member
61 may deem advisable; provided, however, that the taking of mo-
62 tion pictures or the transmission by radio or television of any
63 proceeding in connection with any hearing of said commis-
64 sion is hereby prohibited. Subpoenas may be issued under the
65 signature of the chairman of the commission, of such subcom-
66 mittee, or any duly designated member, and may be served b\
67 any person designated by such chairman or member. The pro
68 visions of section ten of chapter two hundred and thirty-thn
69 of the General Laws shall apply in the case of any failure of am
70 witness to comply with any subpoena or to testify when sum

$7l moned under authority of this sectk
72 (d) The commission may request the commissioner of publi
73 safety to assist in its investigation, and he shall furnish such
74 information in his possession as requested, and assign such
75 assistants and investigators as may reasonably be requested
76 Every officer, department, commission, board and agency of
77 the commonwealth or of any subdivision thereof shall provide



HOUSE No. 1151. [Jan. 1962.1

78 the commission with eveiy assistance, facility and co-opera-
-79 tion which may be proper or desirable for the accomplishment
80 of the purposes of the commission.
81 (e) The commission shall appoint five chiefs of police or
82 executive officers in charge of police agencies, be they known
83 by some title other than chief, who shall be known as the
84 police council and who shall serve in such capacity for a period
85 of five years. The members of said police council shall be
86 designated in their original appointments to serve for one, two,
87 three, four and five years. The commission shall confer with
88 the police council from time to time for the purpose of assist^
89 ance and advice in effecting desirable methods of standardiza-
-90 tion and uniformity and co-ordination of police practices and
91 policies. From time to time the commission shall also confer
92 with the attorney general, the several district attorneys, other
93 executive officers in charge of agencies of law enforcement of
94 the commonwealth, the counties, the cities and towns.
95 (/) The commission shall report annually on or before De-
-96 cember first to the governor and council of the results of its
97 study and investigation, and may include therein recommenda-
-98 tions for legislative action. The commission shall from time
99 to time refer to the attorney general and the appropriate law

100 enforcement agencies for presentation to a grand jury any re-
-101 suits of its investigation which it feels warrants action by said
102 officials.
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