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By Mr. Feloney of Cambridge, petition of Endioott Peabody for legislation rela-
tive to state conventions of political parties, the order of endorsement of candidates
and the challenging of votes. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two

an Act relative to state conventions of political parties,
ORDER OF ENDORSEMENT AND CHALLENGE OF VOTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 54D of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as most re-
2 cently amended by chapter 406 of the acts of 1953, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the second paragraph of said
4 section and by substituting the following as the second para-
-5 graph thereof:
6 The convention shall not proceed to the election of a perma-
7 nent chairman or transact any business until the time fixed for
8 the opening thereof, nor until a majority of the delegates named
9 in the official roll shall be present. It shall then elect from among

10 its delegates a permanent chairman and a permanent secretary,
11 neither of whom shall be an officer of the state committee, and
12 shall complete its organization. It shall make suitable rules
13 for the conduct of its business, the order of which shall follow
14 the purposes of the convention as provided in section fifty-four,
15 except that at a convention called for the purpose of endorsing
16 for nomination candidates for offices to be filled by all the
17 voters of the commonwealth to be voted for at the ensuing state
18 primary, the order of endorsement shall be, first, state offices
19 in the order in which they will appear on the ballot for such

jp2o primary, and then federal offices, if any; and except further
21 that no rule shall be passed at a convention which shall bar a
22 candidate nominated for endorsement for an office from re-
-23 questing a poll of a delegation within a senatorial district in the
24 voting on such office. The permanent secretary shall keep the
25 records of the convention and transmit the same to the state
26 secretary who shall retain them for a period of one year.
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