
HOUSE No. 3332

Under Chapter 120, Resolves of 1961

January 24, 1962

BOSTON
WRIGHT & POTTER PRINTING COMPANY

32 DERNE STREET
1962

Cfre CommonUiealtj) of 00assacf)U0etts

FINAL REPORT

OF THE

SPECIAL COMMISSION ON PESTICIDES



a

I



Department of Natural Resources,
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, January 24, 1962

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The Special Commission on Pesticides, revived and continued by
chapter 120, Resolves of 1961, is pleased to transmit its final report,
with recommended legislation, relative to the use of pesticides within
the Commonwealth.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES H. W. FOSTER,
Chairman, Commissioner of Natural Resource

Dr. GEORGE A. MICHAEL,
Director, Division of Food and Drugs, Department of

Public Health.

Massachusetts Conservation Council
EDWARD WRIGHT,

Chairman, State Reclamation Board.
BURTON C. PARKER,

Maintenance Engineer, Department of Public Works.

Dr. WILLIAM H. DRURY,
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January 24, 1962

The Special Commission on Pe:
report and recommendations

chapter 120, Resolves of 1961, a re

ticides is pleased to transmit its
with respect to the contents of

solve reviving and continuing the
Special Commission established previously to study the use of
pesticides within the Commonwealth. No funds were available for
purposes of this investigation, so that the conclusions expressed arc
drawn largely from the recommendations of member agencies with
the advice and assistance of outside individuals and organizations.

Three formal meetings of the Special Commission were held during
the time allotted, and its first efforts were directed towards review-
ing recommendations and legislation submitted previously in the
light of 1961 conditions. In this connection, the Special Commission
finds no reason to alter its original conviction that the Common-
wealth needs to give prompt and serious attention to the growing use
of pesticide materials in Massachusetts.

The Special Commission was also able to discuss with outside
affected agencies notably representatives of the Massachusetts
Arborists Association, Tree Wardens & Foresters Association, New
England Pest Control Operators Association, and individual aerial
spray operators the need for adequate control of chemical spray-
ing within the boundaries of the Commonwealth. The Commission
was further guided by the recommendations of the Massachusetts
Farm Bureau Federation, expressed as a vote of the delegate body
at the Annual Meeting held in Worcester in November of last year.
Finally, the Commission has reviewed carefully all legislative pro-

posals pertaining to the regulation of pesticide applications available
,trior to the filing of this report.

The attached legislation is believed to represent a modified ap-
proach to the problem at hand which will insure the initial acceptance
of the Commonwealth’s growing responsibilities in a field of such
wide interest to the public at large.

FINAL REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ON
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Tw

A.N Act regulating the application of pesticides within

THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to*
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately provide for the pro-

nd welfare by regulating the use
ilared to be an emergency law.

3 tection of the public health
1 of pesticides, therefore it is d<
Be it enacted by the Senate and

Court assembled, and by the autho
House of Representatives in General
ritu of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 948 of the General Laws, as added by
2 chapter 727 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended by striking
3 out the caption preceding section 11 and inserting in place
4 thereof the following caption: “distribution op pesticides.”

aws are hereby further amended
the following chapter:

1 Section 2. The General I
2 by inserting after chapter 948

3
Application of Pesticide;4

5 Section 1 . The following words, as used in this chapter, unless
6 the context otherwise requires, shall have the following mean-
7 mgs:
8 “Application”, the treatment, by any method, of soil, air,
9 water, plants, animals or products with pesticides.

10 “Board”, pesticide board established under chapter seven-
-11 teen, section nine A.
12 “Farmer”, a grower or producer of food, flowers, ornaments®
13 plants, trees or shrubs or animals being grown or produced
14 wholly or in part for sale on property owned or controlled by
15 said grower or producer.
16 “Persons”, shall include corporations, societies, associations,
17 partnerships, governmental agencies, bodies politic and cor-
-18 porate.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Cfte Commontoealtlj of Massachusetts

Chapter 94C.
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“Pesticide”, the same meaning as defined in section eleven
of chapter ninety-four B.

Section 2. The board shall undertake a continuous study,
including the support of laboratory and field research by the
University of Massachusetts or other existing agencies, on
methods of the application, use and effects of pesticides, and
shall from time to time publish and distribute the results of
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such study so as to educate the
effect of pesticides.

26 public in the application, use and
27

Section 3. The board may
and regulations relating to the
as it may determine necessary
to protect the public interests

28 idopt and may amend such rules
application and use of pesticides
to protect the public health and
in the soils, waters, forests, wet-
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lands, wildlife, agriculture and other natural resources of the
commonwealth. Before adopting or amending such rules and
regulations, the board shall consult scientific experts and in-
dividuals representing manufacturers, applicators, users and
the general public affected by such use.
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Section 4- The board may authorize in writing certain agen-
cies of the commonwealth or its political subdivisions whose
duties relate to the use of pesticides to carry out provisions of
this chapter and rules and regulations adopted thereunder. In
carrying out said provisions and said rules and regulations
adopted thereunder, employees of said agencies may enter, pass
through or over private property, excluding a dwelling house,
and shall not be subject to prosecution for trespass. Nothing
in this chapter shall divest any agency or employee of the au-
thority to carry out any provisions of law, except that in the
application of pesticides said agency or employee shall conform
to rules and regulations adopted by the board.
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Section 5. The board shall require a license for the applica-
tion of pesticides by means of aircraft. The board may require
that persons who apply pesticides on land of another be licensed.
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52 The board shall not require a

cides by a farmer, nor by per
under any structure whether
vided, that the board may r
shall file with the board, on

license for the application of pesti-
3ons who apply pesticides in, on or
rr not on the land of another; pio-
equire that such farmer or person
such forms as may be required, a
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statement signed under the penalties of perjury that he shall
use only such pesticides as are registered as required by the pro-
visions of section thirteen of chapter ninety-four B and that
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60 such pesticides shall be applied only in accordance with the
61 directions as appear on the labels of containers thereof. If a
62 license is required, it shall be issued on such conditions, rules
63 and regulations as the board deems necessary and the annual
64 fee for such license shall not exceed five dollars.
65 Section 6. Whoever violates any provision of this chapter
66 or any rule or regulation adopted by the board, or whoever
67 furnishes false information to said board, or whoever applies a
68 pesticide without a license if required, shall be punished by a fine
69 of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not
70 more than two months, or both. A

1 Section 3. Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 9 the following section:
3 Section 9A. There shall be in the department a pesticide
4 board, hereinafter referred to as the board, consisting of the
5 commissioner, who shall be the chairman, the commissioner of
6 natural resources, the commissioner of agriculture, the commis-
-7 sioner of public works and the chairman of the state reclamation
8 board or their designees. The board shall meet at least four
9 times annually and from time to time at the call of the chairman

10 or upon written request of any member of the board. All de-
ll cisions of the board shall be by majority vote. The board may
12 employ such qualified experts, technicians and other employees
13 as it may require for the proper discharge of its duties.
14 The commissioner of public health shall, upon written request
15 of the board, include in his budget such amounts of money as
16 may be necessary to carry out the duties of the board.
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