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An Act establishing a Retirement Law Commission

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

:ction 1. Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
section 17,as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 577 of the acts of 1958,
and inserting in place thereof the following section: Section 17. The armory
commission, the art commission, the commission on administration and finance,
the commissioner of veterans’ services, the commissioners on uniform state laws,
the public bequest commission, the state ballot law commission, the board of
trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts, the board of trustees of the
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alcoholic beverages con-
trol commission, the state housing board, the trustees of the state library, the
state racing commission, the Greylock reservation commission, the Port of Boston
commission, the Massachusetts commission against discrimination, the state air-
port management board, weather amendment board, council for the aging, com-
missioner on alcoholism, the boxers’ fund board, Massachusetts commission on
atomic energy, finance advisory board, medical, dental and nursing scholarship
board, retirement law commission, the Massachusetts aeronautics commission, the
obscene literature control commission and the Massachusetts rehabilitation com-
mission shall serve under the governor and council, and shall be subject to such
supervision as the governor and council deem necessary and proper.

Section 2. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by adding after section
101, added by section 2 of said chapter 577, the following three sections under the
caption retirement law commission: Section 108. There shall be a retire-
ment law commission of seven members, consisting of the executive secretary of
the state board of retirement, the executive secretary of the teachers’ retirement
board, and five members appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
of the council. The members shall serve without compensation but shall receive
their necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official duties. The
chairman of said commission shall be designated from time to time by the gov-
ernor. Upon the expiration of the term of an appointive member, his successor
shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid for a term of five years.

Section 103. The retirement law commission shall conduct continuing studies
of the operation of all provisions of law relative to retirement allowances, pensions
or annuities; the administration of pensions by state, county, city and town agen-
cies; and shall study the potential cost of provisions of existing law and of all
proposed changes. Said commission shall report annually to the governor and to
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the general court its activiti
lation as may be necessary to effect desirable changes in the retirement law and
to promote a more efficient administration thereof. It may prepare and pul
reports for the information of employees concerning benefit
eedures to be followed, and reports to the public to promote more adequate under-
standing of the retirement policies and problems of the commonwealt

xtion 10A. Said commission may appoint an executive secretary who shall
not be subject to chapter thirty-one and who shall receive such salary as the coir

mission with the approval of the governor and council may fix, and may appoint
tigators and experts as it deems necessary
me hundred and three. Said commission

such other assistants, consultants, invi
to carry out the provisions of section
shall be provided with adequate offices
if Boston. It may call upon any deps
commonwealth or of any subdivision

in the state house or elsewhere in the city
tment, board, commission or officer of the

he commonwealth for such information
as it may desire in the course of its duties. It may hold public hearings and shall
have the power to summon witnesses and to require the production of books, records
and papers.

Section 3. Of the members first appointed to the retirement law commission,
established under section one hundred and two of chapter six of the General Laws,
added by section two of this act, one shall be appointed for a term of one year, one
for a term of two years, one for a term of three years, one for a term of four years
and one for a term of five years. Approved October 3, 1958.
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John E. Coyne, Chairman, of Milton
Thomas F. Duffy of Lynn.

Harold L. Miller of Newton.
Joseph D. Conway of Winchester.
Anthony N. Tomasiello of Shrewsbury
John J. Manning of Salem.
Joseph B. Carroll of Winthrop,
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February 28, 1962.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The Retirement Law Commission submits herewith a Report
pursuant to the provisions of chapter 47, Resolves of 1961. There
is attached, marked Appendix A, legislation relative to the earnings
of a retired teacher employed on a substitute basis.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN E. COYNE
Chairman.

THOMAS F. DUFFY.
HAROLD L. MILLER
JOSEPH D. CONWAY
ANTHONY N. TOMASIELLO.
JOHN J. MANNING.
JOSEPH B. CARROLL.
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Petition of the Massachusetts Association of Contributory
Retirement Boards relative to the Earnings of Retired
Public School Teachers re-employed on a Substitute
Basis. (Flouse, No. 1676 of 1961.)

Proposal: To provide that a retired teacher who is to be em-
ployed as a substitute teacher by any school committee must, upon
each such employment, file with the treasurer or other disbursing
officer of a city or town, and with the employing authority a state-
ment of earnings as a substitute teacher to date of employment in
each calendar year; and to provide that the employing authority
certify the date upon which such retired teacher has had total earn-
ings of $l,OOO in said calendar year.

Comment: The Commission recommends that every proposal to
amend the existing law be given careful and critical evaluation as to
its need and desirability.

That part of section 91 of chapter 32 that presently controls the
earnings of such retired teachers implies that a teacher’s pension or
retirement allowance or rights to such could be impaired by receipt
of earnings from substitute teaching in excess of $l,OOO in any
calendar year. However, it does not provide a method under which
any impairment might be imposed. The Commission feels that the
involved processes set forth in House, No. 1676 are too cumber-
some. The Commission takes the position that the persons responsi-
ble for the employment of substitute teachers and the persons
responsible for approving payment of salary in the political sub-
divisions should alert themselves to the limitations as set forth in
the law and control such situations locally. As a result, the
Commission recommends that the accompanying proposal be en-
acted in that it would obtain the result originally intended of limit-
ing the earnings of retired teachers as substitute teachers, and would
place the control of such at the local level.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two

An Act relative to the earnings of retired public school
TEACHERS RE-EMPLOYED ON A SUBSTITUTE BASIS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 91 of chapter 32 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 367 of the acts of 1961, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the last two sentences and inserting
4 the following:
5 Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section or
6 similar provisions of any special law, a teacher, retired from the
7 service of any city, town or district, may be employed as a sub-
-8 stitute teacher by any of the political sub-divisions of the com-
-9 monwealth; provided, that the total earnings received from
10 employment as a substitute teacher in any calendar year do not
11 exceed one thousand dollars in the aggregate.

Appendix A
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