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—T’o the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

With the assistance of the General Court, Massachusetts has made
a commendable start towards meeting its outdoor recreation respon-
sibilities responsibilities which can be expected to grow three-
fold by the turn of the century, according to a recent report of the
National Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission.

In its report to Congress filed in January of this year, the Com-
mission pointed out that 90% of all Americans now indulge in some
form of outdoor recreation and stated that the industry they support
is worth an estimated $2O billion annually. It,urged the federal
government and particularly the states to expand and inten-
sify present outdoor recreation programs, and recommended that
the federal government provide financial assistance to help state
and local agencies meet planning, acquisition and development re-
sponsibilities. This program is now pending before Congress.

The Commonwealth’s long-range parks expansion program, ini-
tiated in 1958, was one of the first in the country. In the short
space of four years, some 15,000 acres of prime recreation land and
water have been acquired and state park facilities have been mod-
ernized and expanded where opportunities exist.

In this same period, however, visitor usage has risen close to the
one and a half million mark, and the demand for specialized facilities,
such as camping, has increased more than 100%. It is a regrettable
fact that Massachusetts citizens in search of healthy outdoor recrea-

must still be turned away from State Parks on days of peak

Our neighboring states are already cognizant of such problems,
and have taken major steps to accomplish these most worthwhile
objectives. For example, New York has completed the first phases
of a $75,000,000 program. New Jersey has launched a concerted
$60,000,000 “green acres” project, which was accepted by 70%
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of the voters in a state-wide referendum. Pennsylvania and Con-
necticut have $70,000,000 and $50,000,000 outdoor recreation
programs pending before their state legislatures.

I, therefore, recommend that the sum of $1,000,000 in additional
bond issue funds be authorized by the General Court, together with
legislation enabling Massachusetts to take full advantage of federal
grants-in-aid and matching funds, in order that the Commonwealth
may continue to maintain a satisfactory rate of progress in a field
so vital to its citizens and its economy.

I include with this message a suggested draft of a capital
item covering the recommended appropriation and the authoriza-
tion to cooperate with the Federal Government under Public Law
87-70.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth
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Dr the acquisition of land for recreational facilities as authorized by-
section three of chapter one hundred and thirty-two A of the Gen-
eral Laws, and for the development and improvement of new and
existing areas, to be in addition to the amount appropriated in Item
8262-32 of section two of chapter five hundred and forty-four of the
acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-one; provided, that the comp-
troller shall include in the assessment made under section five of
chapter one hundred and thirty-two A the sum of sixty-seven thou-
sand five hundred dollars yearly for the years nineteen hundred and
sixty-three to nineteen hundred and eighty-one, inclusive, and shall
credit said amount to the General Fund; provided, that the de-
partment is hereby authorized to apply for, accept and utilize grants
and other assistance from the Federal Government, including grants
under the Housing Act of 1961, Public Law 87-70, 42 U. S. C. 1500,
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land; and, further provided, that
Dcurity as may be required, enter
or agreements as may be required
assistance, and include in any such
;rants or assistance such conditions
as may be deemed reasonable and

Title VII, relating to open space
the department may give such s
into and carry out such contracts
in connection with such grants or
contracts or agreements for such }
imposed pursuant to federal laws
appropriate.




