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Executive Department

State House, Boston, July 17, 1962.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning herewith House, No. 2053
entitled “An Act Establishing The Rates To Be Charged By
County Hospitals For Patient Care”.

I recommend that the bill be amended by striking out the period
at the end of Section 1 and concluding the bill with the following
language: “for treatment of chronic disease and four dollars and
twenty-five cents per day for occupancy for care and treatment of
aging persons”.

I also recommend that the bill be amended by striking out the
period at the end of Section 2 and concluding the bill with the
following language: “for treatment of chronic disease and four
dollars and twenty-five cents per day for occupancy for care and
treatment of aging persons”.

The reason for this amendment is based on the recommendation
of the Director of the Division of Hospital Costs and Finances who
pointed out that in the instance of homes for the aging this bill
would require the county commissioners et al to set the per diem
charges to patients at least $12.00 when in reality the recently es-
tablished statutory rate (Section SOL of Chapter 7 of the General
Laws) for payment to rest homes on behalf of public aided patients
is only $4.25 or a spread of $7.75 too high. The setting of a mini-
mum of $12.00 or a maximum of $16.00 would have the effect of
creating pressures to increase all rates applicable to more than 1,200
nursing, convalescent and rest homes throughout the State. This
is obviously highly undesirable, inflationary, and should be avoided.

Obviously, without this amendment the aforesaid bill could
easily be the forerunner of the imposition of serious financial bur-
dens on the State and our municipalities.

Very truly yours,

Cbe CcmmcmUiwltf) of Massachusetts

JOHN A. YOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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