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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Gov. Samuel T. Armstrong 
 
 
[This letter, except for the corrections noted below, was not written in Alexander Parris’s 
hand] 
 
       Boston     August 27 1835  
 
Sir, 
 
 In conformity to your instructions that I should visit Rainsford Island in this 
Harbour, and examine that part of the Island where it is proposed to build a Sea Wall, to 
prevent the encroachment of the sea on said Island, and form an estimate of the expense 
of erecting a suitable wall for that purpose; therefore on Tuesday last, I went and 
examined that part of the Island, where the wall is proposed to be built, but from the short 
time allowed I could not make the proper surveys, preparatory to forming a Plan etc., of 
such a work, and all I can say in the present state of the business will be but guess work;  
from what information I could gather, there will be required a wall of 1000 feet in length, 
the contents of which, may be about 2000 Cubic Yards of masonry, at $4.00 per cubic 
yard, is $8,000 – For Embankments, and regulating the Breakwater, or Beach, to prevent 
the great force and action of the sea upon the wall, that there may be as little spray fall 
upon the Embankment as possible, which would retard the growth of vegitation, [crossed 
out: which will other go] that would otherwise grow [the last four words are written 
above the line in Parris’s hand] on the slopes, and prevent the rains from washing them, 
[crossed out: superintendence, etc.] and other incidental charges [the last four words are 
written above the line in Parris’s hand], a further sum of say $3,000 – making in the 
whole $11,000. 
 
 Before any thing like an accurate estimate can be made, it will be necessary to 
have a Survey and Levels taken, the ground examined by boring, or in some other way, 
so as to determine the section and height of the wall, and the slopes of the banks, etc. 
 
       With great respect, 
 
       I am, Sir, your obed[ien]t servant 
 
        Alex[ande]r Parris 
 
 
His Excellency Samuel T. Armstrong 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 



[Verso] 
 
 

Samuel T. Armstrong 
 

August 28, 1835 
 


