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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to General  Charles Gratiot 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Boston     October 11th  1836 
 
Gen[era]l Charles Gratiot 
Chief Engineer, Washington 
 
 
Sir 
 I had the Hon[or] of receiving a letter from your Department dated the 19th 
ult[imo] saying [one word crossed out: illegible] “Col. Thayer has advised the 
Department that he had appointed you agent to conduct the operations at Rainsford Island 
in the Harbor of Boston and transmitted your Bond as [crossed out: well as] such and 
your estimate of funds required for the service of that work and the unit wanted.  
 
 The appointment has been has been [sic] confirmed by the Department and in 
fulfilment of the Estimate the Secretary of War has been requested to cause the sum of 
$3,900 to be remitted to you in a draft at Boston.  I have also rec[eive]d a letter from the 
Treasury department of the 21st ult[imo], saying the Treasurer of the U.S. will remit to 
you the sum of three thousand nine hundred Dollars being the am[oun]t of Requisition 
No. 5744 dated 19th inst[ant] issued in your favor on account of Preservation of Rainsford 
Island of Boston Harbor $3,900 for which sum you are accountable and [crossed out: 
when] for which when received be pleased to forward your receipt to this office.” 
 
 The object of the above is to inform you that no funds have yet been received, 
[crossed out: and] which are very much wanted to [crossed out: settle the accounts] pay 
of[f] the workmen and the [crossed out: expentures for the] expenditures up to the 1st 
inst[ant] so as to enable me to make out [one word crossed out: illegible] the proper 
estimate [crossed out:  and a be, and report, and request to your department, for the 
continuing the works] reports etc.  The work is now in progress – a report of which will 
soon be made. [crossed out:  to the superintending engineer.] 
 
       I have the honor to be sir 
       your ob[edient] ser[van]t 
 
 
[verso] 
 
 
 

Copy of Letter to  
B[rigadier]-G[eneral] Gratiot 



chief of Engineer department 
 

Oct. 11th  1836 
 

[written in another hand] 
Rainsford Island 

 


