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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Stephen Pleasanton 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Washington   February 15th 1843 
 
Sir 
 
 Before leaving Boston I received a letter from James Donaghe Esq. Collector of 
New-Haven in which he said “The Beacon at Black-Rock in Long-Island Sound having 
been destroyed in a late storm, I have been requested by the 5th Auditor of the Treasurer 
to invite you to inspect the rock on which the remains of it stands, and to give me the plan 
of a new one with the estimate of the cost.”  Accordingly I left Boston on the 3rd instant 
and proceeded to New Haven, called at the Custom-House where I learned that the 
collector had left a few days previous, to be absent some time, and had left direction for 
me to proceed to Black-Rock-Harbor examine said Beacon, and make my report to you 
with a Plan and Estimate for a new Beacon.  At New Haven I procured a conveyance by 
land to Black-Rock-Harbor.  On arriving there I found the Rock to be about three miles 
from the shore. As the wind was blowing fresh from the Northwest and very cold, it 
wasnot considered safe to go in a Boat to the rock.  I returned to Bridgeport, and engaged 
a sloop to go off to the rock the next day.  The night was very cold and so much ice was 
formed that the sloop couldnot get out.  After waiting sometime, the Steamboat from 
New York came into the Harbor breaking up the ice.  There being still too much ice for a 
sailing vessel, I procured a Boat, and Mr. Bryant my assistant with three men proceeded 
to the rock and examined the Beacon now partly washed away.  Although the rock is only 
about five miles from Bridgeport, Mr. Bryant was nearly six hours in going and 
returning.  The next day I went aboard of the Steam Boat for New York, and passed 
within a few rods of said Rock when I had a good view of the place. 
 
 From such examination, and information as I could collect in the neighberhood of 
Black-Rock it apperes there is a 
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number of Rocks of different sizes and shapes, one of which is bare at low water, on 
which was form[er]ly a spindle that was carried off some years since by floating ice.  Six 
or seven years ago a Beacon was erected, by first throwing a large quantity of Stones 
about the rocks, of various sizes and shapes upon which a Beacon was erected with split 
stones, laid cob fashon and fastened at the angles by small iron bolts.  The Stones which 
were put in for the foundation have washed away leaving the Beacon in a falling 
condition one side of which is nearly gone, and no-doubt the first southeasterly storm will 
wash it wholly away. 



 
 I have prepared a Plan of a Beacon which is herewith annexed Similar to that 
which was erected on the Round shoal at the entrance of Connecticut River in 1841, 
making it 6 feet higher and two foot more in diameter at the base, and one foot at top.  
The Masonery and Ironwork to be the in every other respect like that Beacon.  In order to 
procure a good and substantial foundation, I propose to level off the loose stones from 
two to three feet, or as much below the low water line as practicable, and have an 
inclosure made with timber a few feet larger in diameter that the base of said Beacon into 
which I propose to put concrete, made with a mixture of Hydraulic Lime, course gravel 
and sand.  This concrete is to be well worked into all the cavities immediately below the 
space so leveled that is to form the foundation of said Beacon and when set will form a 
solid mass, that the force of the sea cannot remove.  
 
 I estimate the whole expense of the Masonery together with the Concrete, and 
Iron capping for the Beacon as follows 
 
  For the Masonery inclu[d]ing the Iron capping  7,300 
   Concrete, Timber work and contingences  2,700 
 
   Total for completing the Beacon          $10,000 
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 In the foregoing estimate it is calculated that the stones are to be of large size, the 
top course to be in one piec[e] or stone 4 feet high and nearly 6 feet diameter on the 
lower edge. The stone of the second course from the top will be [crossed out: 20 inches] 
3 feet high and about 7 feet dimameter; the other courses except the bottom are to be in 
four stones each with a cub[e] of stone 9 inches square cut into each stone so as to form 
dowels to prevent the stones moving to be laid in Hydraulic cement.  I have entire 
confidence that a Beacon constructed in this manner will remain for ages. 
 
       Very respectfully, sir, 
 
        Your Obedient Servant 
 
 
Stephen Pleasanton Esq. 
 Fifth Auditor of the Treasury 
 
 

[written in another hand] 
Black Rock  1843 

 
 


