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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Stephen Pleasanton 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
Copy 
 
       Boston   August 23rd   1847 
 
Sir 
 
 Some time in June last I had the honor of receiving from you a letter informing 
me that you had rec[eive]d a sketch of “Part of Martinicus Rock etc.”  You stated that 
you “would be obliged to me for sending a sketch of the whole Island with the new Light 
house marked on it etc.” specifying also the style of the plan.  
 
 I saw Mr. Bryant a few days since and he informed me that he had been to 
Washington and had called on you with a plan of Boon Island etc. from surveys by Mr. 
Cha[rle]s Hastings, who also executed the drawings.  Mr. Bryant stated that you regarded 
the execution of this design with much favor, and that you also requested him to make 
simerlar surveys and plans of Mt. Desert Rock and Light house also plans of Saddleback 
Rock and Light house and the whole of Martinicus Rock and Light house and fixtures” 
etc.  
 
 Mr. Bryant stated that he would transfer the execution of the direction [crossed 
out: to] of this work to me in consequence of the facility and means I have now in my 
possession for its completing [crossed out: the]  I have now the plan of the Saddleback 
Ledge made from the original survey before the erection of the Light house in 1839 by 
Mr. C. Brown.  Also copies of Plans of all the other light houses designed by me.  I shall 
be very glad to furnish copies of all these Plans in the best style for record, as my 
connexion with Messrs. Brow[n] and Hastings, the gentlemen alluded to, enables me to 
secure their services in the 
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varous departments of surveying and drawing.  
 
 Mr. Hastings is a young man who was brought up in my family and educated in 
my office serving his time with me for 8 to 10 years on most of the Public works upon 
which I have been engaged; he ranks now second to no draughtsman in this vicinity.  You 
have seen in nearly all the drawings I have forwared to you of the various light houses, 
specimen of his style and work.  Mr. H. is now regularly assosiated with Mr. Brown 
whose experence for 13 years as a civil engineer and surveyor au[t]horise me to certify to 



his capacity.  Mr. B. has also been employed by me for several years and was my 
Assistant in the Portsmouth Navy Yard during the erection of the heavy quay walls at that 
place.  These gentlemen and myself have an office in this city furnished with every 
means and facility for the execution of all commissions in Architecture and Engineering.  
We are well supplied with instrument assistants etc. and are furnished with one of the 
most extensive librarys on the above mentioned subjects in the country.  I mention these 
facts that you may understand our capability for the performance of work [crossed out: of 
that] and that orders in any branch of Architecture and Engineering, designing, plans etc. 
I should be glad to receive with the assurance of their proper execution.  
 
 I would take this opportunity to state in  
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regard to the Light house now building at Mt. Desert Rock that the contractors Messrs. 
Coburn and Emerson are determined upon and I have no doubt will succeed in having as 
perfect a pi[e]ce of work in this building as has been done on this co[a]st. It will be a 
better building than that at Saddleback Ledge, the plans for the work have been 
thoroughly prepared, and I am confident the contractors will spare no pains to have the 
materials and workmanship of the building of the first order.  The iron floor stairs etc. are 
now nearly [crossed out: done] ready for shipment from Portland where they are being 
made and I intend visiting the Rock on the occasion of their being sent.  I consider this 
work as a model Light House for such situation as the one in question occupies and shall 
retain copies of all the plans of the details subject to your order.  
 
 In reguard to your instruction relative to the surveys and plans of the various 
Light house stations refered to in the first part of this letter, I shall further wait your order 
and upon their recept will proceed with Mr. Hastings to the [crossed out: several] 
required places for the necessary surveys and for the completion of the plans and 
drawings.  
 
       I am sir 
        Very Respectfully 
        Your Obe[dien]t Serv[an]t 
 
To 
Hon. S. Pleasanton 
Fifth Auditor 
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Copy of Letter to  



the 5th Auditor 
[crossed out: July] August 23rd  1847 

 
 
 
 
 


