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Letter from Col. Loammi Baldwin to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Philadelphia 
       Nov. 27, 1832  Tuesday Ev[enin]g 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
 The morning we left Boston just before getting into the stage, Com[modore] 
Bainbridge received from the post office a roll of plans and a letter from the Navy 
Commissioners, relative to the Hospital, but he could not read it until we were on board 
of the board.  The object of the communication is, to proceed with building the hospital in 
the spring. 
 
 The Commodore will immediately write and communicate to you the instructions 
etc. and send you the plans.  He and I have had some conversation upon the subject.  The 
present wish of the Board is, to have you take charge of the hospital, as soon as you can 
be spared, at your present pay, and to have a plan of the ground made out under my or 
your directions.  But as I can have nothing to do with it, it must be under your sole 
management.  You will, however, have the whole in a copy of the letter the Commodore 
received from the Navy Board.  
 
 My object now is to say, that I have no objection to your going on the 1st 
Dec[embe]r upon the duty assigned you by these instructions.  You will be paid by 
Com[modore] Bainbridge’s arrangements, the same you now receive on the Dock.  As to 
the labour on the Dock, there is very little to do this winter, and I wish you would allow 
your name to remain on our rolls as superintendent, to approve the rolls and accounts as 
heretofore, because to appoint a new person for that purpose during my absence, would 
be inconvenient.  
 
 You will want some assistant, and perhaps you had better take James Roby into 
the service.  Should I want his assistance, when you can spare him, I can employ him. As 
soon as I get to Norfolk, I will write to Mr. Dexter, and give him particular directions. 
Should you find it convenient to transact your business at the Dock office, I should like it, 
as your long acquaintance with the Dock works, may make it very convenient to us.  Let 
Mr. Dexter know your determination, as the Commodore and I both agree, that you had 
better enter at once 
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upon the duty of the hospital, get it under way, and be under that pay from Dec[embe]r 1.  
As soon as you receive a letter from the Commodore, let me hear from you.  Perhaps 



letters came for me from the Commissioners, upon the subject, and if so, send them to me 
by mail. 
 
 I left a trunk at my house, which I wish sent to Norfolk by the first vessel. 
 
       Yours truly 
 
       L. Baldwin 
 
 
To Alex[ande]r Parris Esq. 
     Navy Yard 
     Charlestown  Mass. 
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Alexander Parris Esq. 
Navy Yard 

Charlestown  (Mass.) 
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