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Letter from Gridley Bryant to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Boston  September 13, 1847 
 
Capt. Parris 
 
Dear Sir,  
 
 My expences to Execution Rock and back amounted to $28.63.  I left Boston on 
the first of April, and returned on the fifth, making five days, this at $10. per day would 
be $50.  making the whole cost $78.63.  I can give you the items in detail if you wish. 
 
 [crossed out:  You will recollect]  I also spent three or four days in penciling out 
the plan, and in writing the specifications of the work, this of course should be added to 
the above amount. 
 
 You will recollect that our bargain was, that if I got the job, I was not to charge 
you anything for making the survey etc., but if I did not get it, you was to allow me one 
half on what you got for the plans. 
 
 I also spent considerable time and money, [viz.?] in arranging the plans for the 
Mount Desert Light House, as I returned from Portland at the request of Mr. Anderson 
and wrote every line of the specifications, as they now stand, except some slight 
alterations by Mr. Anderson, this also I shall expect you will allow me.  
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 The survey of the harbour at Metinecus, and the plan that was made from the 
same, I always calculated was sent on in your name, and that you had, or would receive 
the pay for the same, although I spent several days in surveying, and arranging the plan, 
and writing a discription of the harbour, etc.  I thought that if you got the pay for the 
survey and plan without any expense or trouble on your part, with the exception of a 
small charge of Hastings and Brown, for making the drawing, that you would be satisfied 
with it.   
 
 If however the above should not meet your views, I wish you would have the 
goodness to write and explain the matter as you understand it, as I should feel very sorry 
to have any misunderstanding after so many years of friendship.  
 
       With great esteem 
 
       Respectfully Yours 



        Gridley Bryant 
 
 
[Envelope] 
 
 

Alex[ande]r Parris Esq. 
Portsmouth N. H. 

 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
G. Bryant’s Letter 

May 28th  1847 
 
 

[seal] 
 
 


