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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2005 
 

 
The members of the Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submit the Annual Report for fiscal year 2005.   
As curators of the State House Art Collection under General Laws, Chapter 6, sections 19 and 20, the Art 
Commission is responsible for the oversight, care, and preservation of all art and artifacts at the State House,  
and for the review and approval of new additions to the permanent collection.  This collection, part of which 
was transferred from the Old State House in 1798, is one of the oldest in the country.  Formed for historical and 
commemorative reasons, it includes works by leading artists of the late 19th and early 20th century. In recognition 
of its growth and increasing importance, in 1910 the Commonwealth created the Massachusetts Art 
Commission, a group of art professionals to be appointed by the governor. The collection is now over 200 years 
old, and has nearly doubled in size, extending the responsibilities of the board beyond its original mandate.  
Therefore, before reporting on the year’s activities, we wish to call attention to the following concerns.   
 
The Art Commission was omitted from the language of the 2004 - 2005annual budget - the third consecutive 
year that we did not receive specific funding to care for the state’s art collections.  Fortunately, the Bureau of 
State Office Buildings once again underwrote the salary for an Art Collections Manager in order that oversight 
might continue, and some projects already underway could be completed. We take this opportunity to thank 
State Superintendent Neil Kilpeck and his staff for their support, without which the work of the Art 
Commission could not continue. In light of repeated omission from the annual budget, regularly scheduled 
programs crucial to both short- and long-term preservation of the collections, such as exterior sculpture 
maintenance, were not implemented.  Other projects, long over due, such as the re-establishment of the flag 
storage systems and a catalogue of the collections, also lag due to lack of resources.  
  
 
New Acquisitions 
 
94th Infantry Division plaque.   In November 2003, a mural illustrating General George Patton Awarding the 
Silver Star to Lt. Charles L. Smith in Tettingen, Germany, 1942, was dedicated by the 94th Infantry Division 
Association.   In December 2004, the Art Commission approved the design and inscription for a bronze plaque 
to honor the history of the 94th and to describe the scene in the mural above.   The five-foot plaque was installed 
in February, 2005 on the fourth floor.   
 
Francis Slanger plaque (2005.1).   Authorized under Acts 2004, ch. 217, this memorial was funded by the 
legislature under Acts 2004, ch. 352 , sec. 73. At the request of the Bureau of State Office Buildings, the Art 



Commission designed and commissioned the memorial to Slanger, of Roxbury, who was the first nurse killed in 
action after the D-Day landings. Ordered through Davis Monuments, Roslindale, and cast by Matthews Bronze, 
Pittsburgh, the plaque was delivered in June and will be installed in Nurses Hall during the summer of 2005. 
 
The Commission is responsible for approving specifications for all memorials for the State House Art 
Collection, and continues to work with sponsors and artists throughout the design, development, and fabrication 
phases of these projects.  Several new proposals have recently gained legislative approval, and we look forward to 
meeting with representatives of these memorials this year.   
 
Collections Care 
 
The collections, both on display and in storage, are monitored continuously for condition and any need for care.  
Building maintenance, security, and functions personnel are advised of any precautions necessary to prevent 
accidental damage to art work.  On behalf of the Superintendent of State Office Buildings, the Art Commission 
also oversees the Commonwealth battle flag collection in storage in the State House vault, along with the 
Commission’s archives.  Testing of the fire-protection system in the vault is scheduled semi-annually, as is 
routine maintenance of the two air filtering units.   Systems have been maintaining constant temperature and 
relative humidity with little fluctuation from pre-determined set-points.  The flag collection has been in rolled 
storage in the vault for many years, and it is hoped that resources may be found for their re-installation in a flat 
storage system recommended for valuable textiles.   
 
This year, the Art Collections Manager welcomed David Schutz, curator of the Vermont State House, and Frank 
Boessl, metals conservator and 19th century lighting specialist, back to the State House to complete work on the 
Cornelius and Baker gaselier in the Governor’s office.  At the request of the curator last year, several decorative 
elements were removed from the Massachusetts chandelier for reproduction for a similar fixture in the Vermont 
governor’s office. Upon completion of the Vermont project, the Massachusetts chandelier was dismantled by 
professional art handlers, the decorative elements replaced, and the chandelier reinstalled in August 2004.  The 
Art Commission is pleased to have been part of this collaborative effort, and hopes one day to follow-up on 
recommendations by the conservator for a complete treatment and necessary re-wiring of this important 
chandelier.    
 
The Art Commission also was pleased to have raised funds to complete the long-awaited replacement of the flag 
display in Memorial Hall.  Over the years, the enlarged transparencies of six flags had become brittle and were 
disintegrating inside their glass cases.  Spearheaded by a generous gift from the Doric Dames, Inc. and 
supplemented by funds from both the National and a local Massachusetts Department of the Sons of Union 
Veterans, the State House Special Events Fund, and a donation by John Henning, six large films were printed by 
Spectrum Select Imaging, Boston, from the original 4” x 5” transparencies, backed by a protective UV film, and 
installed behind glass.  New signage also was drafted and installed for each image   
 
 
Loan Program 
 
Upon request, the Art Collections Manager frequently arranges for and oversees the loan of art objects from 
other institutions to executive offices in the State House.  This year the loan program has been particularly 
active, with one loan ending, the rotation of several existing loans, and many new art works coming into the 
building.  The Commission wishes to thank the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and the Bostonian Society for their continued generosity in the loan of paintings to the Commonwealth.   
In addition to the above, a new loan was arranged through the Copley Society of Boston for the recently 
renovated Governor’s Press Room.   We are grateful to artists William Maloney, Mikel Wintermantle, and 
Martha O’Brien for the year-long loan of their paintings through the new program which has been so well 
received.  We hope to continue this showcase of local talent.  
 



The Art Commission either conducts or arranges for annual review of all loans for condition evaluation and 
reporting to owner institutions.  As per agreement, loans may generally not be handled without prior notification 
and permission of the owner, thus the Art Collections Manager also will make proper arrangements for any 
necessary movement, storage, and/or re-installation of loan art.    
 
The Art Commission authorized the loan of the bust of John Adams to the Secretary of State, Commonwealth 
Museum, in July as part of an exhibition on the President.  Out-going loans are authorized far less frequently, as 
most objects in the collection are now on public view, and any loan will represent a significant gap in the display 
at the State House. 
 
 
Public Assistance 
 
The Art Collections Manager continues to address research inquiries on all matters pertaining to the art, artifact, 
and flag collections, as well as conservation and collections care, public art, and the Grand Army of the Republic 
Memorial Room, in which our office is located.  Requests for photographs of objects in the collections are issued 
for a wide variety of publications, including scholarly, genealogical, exhibition, and other research purposes.  
 
Art Commission board  
 
The Chair is pleased to announce the appointment by the Governor of two new members to the Art 
Commission:  Mary Leen, Associate Director of the MIT Museum, and Cecily Morse, an independent paintings 
conservator; both of whom were sworn in during the fall of 2004, filling vacancies created upon the death of 
Arlene E. Friedberg in 2000 and the resignation of Lisa Jeanne Betty in 2001. The Art Commission also wishes 
to announce the retirement on December 31, 2004 of Peter L. Walsh, who was appointed to the board by 
Governor Michael S. Dukakis in 1987, and served as Chairman from 1996. Upon Walsh’s retirement, Paula 
Morse was elected by the members as Chairman and Katherine Winter as Vice-Chairman. 



 
 

GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON JR. AWARDING THE SILVER STAR TO 1
st
 LT. CHARLES L. SMITH 

For Gallantry in Action During the Assault on the Siegfried Switch, Tettingen, Germany, January 1945 

 

 
Formed in 1918 as part of the National Army, the 94

th
 Infantry “Pilgrim Division” was designated a part  

of the Organized Reserves from 1921-1942, with its three regiments all based in Massachusetts. 

 

Reactivated by Major General Harry S. Maloney in 1942, the Division served with the 9
th
, 3

rd
 and 15

th
 Armies  

in France, Luxembourg, Germany and Czechoslovakia September 1944-February 1946. 

 

1 Medal of Honor 

30 Distinguished Service Crosses 

400 Silver Stars 

12 Legion of Merit Honors 

25 Soldiers Medals 

77 Air Medals 

7 Presidential Unit Citations 

----------------- 

 

The 9
th
 Infantry Division Memorial  

Painted by William A. Foley, Jr., Division veteran  

Given by the 94
th
 Infantry Division Association, 2003 

Plaque designed by Samuel Anthony, Division veteran, in association with  

the Massachusetts Art Commission, 2004 

 


