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The members of the Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submit the Annual Report for the year 

ending June 30, 2009.  The Art Commission is charged under GL 6, ch. 19 and 20 with the care and 

custody of the State House Art Collection, and is responsible for reviewing and approving plans and 

designs for all permanent additions to the collection.  We continue to operate under the aegis of the 

Bureau of State Office Buildings which provides administrative support for our activities, and wish to 

thank Superintendent Carole Cornelison and her staff for assistance and guidance over the last fiscal 

year.   

 

In light of unprecedented fiscal concerns, the Bureau, and thus the Art Commission, was forced to 

reevaluate its programs in order to meet repeated budgetary cutbacks that began in October 2008.   The 

members postponed two scheduled conservation programs as well as plans to produce a comprehensive 

catalogue of the collection in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Art Commission, thereby 

reducing its planned spending by 50%.  The Commission and its single part-time staff remained busy 

nonetheless meeting ever-present management and oversight responsibilities for the Commonwealth’s 

historic art collection.    

 

COLLECTIONS CARE AND OVERSIGHT 

 
Statue maintenance    As part of a five-year contract, conservators from 

Daedalus, Inc., Watertown, MA, conducted annual inspection, cleaning 

and maintenance of all bronze monuments and plaques on the State 

House grounds.  

 

Maintenance of bronze monuments in an outdoor, urban environment 

is necessary on a frequent, regular basis to protect them from the 

combined effects of acid rain, pollution, and salt air, all of which cause 

corrosion of the metal, deterioration and damage to the patina, and 

eventually irreversible damage to the original modeling.  Due both to 

their prominence on the front grounds and their inherent vulnerability, 

the Art Commission has, since inception of the sculpture conservation 

project in 1986, made the care of the exterior sculptures a top priority.   

Standard treatment includes full inspection, surface cleaning,  
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and the application of "Incralac" (an acrylic) as a barrier between the metal and the elements, and 

several coats of clear paste wax that protect the acrylic, and serve as a sacrificial barrier between 

treatments.   The conservators reported that all statues, including the Daniel Webster (1865) and 

Horace Mann (1859), two of the oldest public monuments in Boston, remained in good condition due to 

this annual care.    

 

Incralac coatings have, however, a 

demonstrated life of only five-seven years in a 

city setting.  Therefore, each year, at least 

one of our monuments is stripped of its 

coating, the monument's patina renewed, 

and new Incralac and wax applied.  This year, 

the statue of Anne Hutchinson (by Cyrus 

Dallin, 1915) received this lengthier 

treatment.  At left, the statue is seen mid-

treatment, when the old, discolored coatings 

have been stripped, and the bronze is starting 

to undergo re-patination.  At right, treatment 

is completed. The Joseph Hooker statue also 

required reapplication of its coating, which 

had thinned over the years, but did not require stripping and complete reapplication.   Annual 

maintenance insures that these monuments will be preserved, and that costly in-depth conservation 

treatment can be avoided.    

 

Flag Display.  On November 21, 2008, the State House hosted two historic ceremonies.  The front doors 

of the Bulfinch capitol were opened to allow the presentation of flags and banners of over 35 active 

National Guard units to be decorated by the Governor with ribbons for their service in Iraq, 

Afghanistan, and elsewhere.  The event took place in Memorial Hall, below the mural depicting the 

return of the Colors following the Civil War.    

 

At the same ceremony, Governor Patrick re-

activated the 54th Massachusetts regiment as his 

ceremonial color guard.  To mark this historic 

occasion, at the request of the Superintendent, 

plans were made to display the original flags of 

the 54th Volunteers.  Textile conservator 

Camille Myers Breeze was contracted to evaluate 

the National and Regimental flags that were 

present at the Battle of Fort Wagner to 

determine whether the flags could withstand the 

handling necessary to prepare, move and display 

each for one day without damage.   The flags 

were found to be in stable condition, and the 

elaborate process begun to prepare the fragile 

textiles for display.  This included sewing color-coordinating netting over the flags to hold the torn 

slivers of silk in proper alignment, carefully rolling the flags for transport from the vault to the third 

floor, and mounting them on specially prepared display platforms.    The display of the originals was both 



an honor and a rare treat for those who were able to view them that day. 
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Filming.  The Art Collections Manager was part of the team that assisted production companies that 

received permission to film in the State House over several weekends in November and March.  Such 

large-scale projects necessitate the monitoring of equipment movement, storage and placement, lighting, 

set dressing specifics, and myriad other production details. Therefore, in addition to building personnel, 

the Art Commission must also be present during all phases of work to oversee the safety of the 

collections as well as the historic fabric.     

 

Loans .  At the request of the Governor’s office, the Art Collections Manager directed the installation of 

a large pen and ink drawing entitled Nat Turner, which was accepted on loan from the National 

Museum of African American Artists.   The object was installed in the inner stairwell of the Governor’s 

Suite.   The Art Commission also conducted annual inspection of the paintings on loan from the 

Museum of Fine Arts, all of which were found to be in very good condition.  On behalf of the governor’s 

office, we extend our continued appreciation to the Museum for the renewal of the loan of these 

beautiful paintings.   

 

Guidelines for care.  Although the majority of the collection is on display in public areas of the State 

House, a handful of objects are also installed in private and semi-private offices.  Guidelines for Care, 

which describes proper care and precautions for activity around these objects, was again distributed to 

these offices.  Building crews were also briefed on measures to be followed whenever working in the 

vicinity of any artwork in order to insure their proper protection.   Likewise, Art Commission guidelines 

for oversight of contractors working in the buildings were also incorporated into BSB Safety Plans.   

  

ACQUISITIONS 

 

Governor Romney portrait.  Governor Mitt Romney 

presented his official portrait to the State House on Tuesday 

evening, June 30, 2009.    The portrait was painted by 

Richard Whitney, of Stoddard, New Hampshire. It depicts 

Romney sitting on the edge of the desk in the governor’s 

office, surrounded by familiar trappings of the room, with a 

copy of the landmark health reform bill and a photograph of 

Mrs. Romney at his side.  The artist is also represented at 

the State House by a portrait of former Senate President 

Kevin Harrington which he painted in 1979.    He assisted 

Romney in unveiling the painting in the Main Stair Hall 

before a large gathering of family, friends, colleagues, and 

the press.  The portrait has been catalogued into the 

Collection as object #2009.1 Romney’s is the 87th 

gubernatorial portrait to be accessioned into the State 

House Art Collection, and has been installed, by tradition, 

in the Governor’s Reception area, beside that of his 

predecessor.   The Massachusetts “gallery of governors” is 

not, however, complete.  Missing are portraits of seven early 

governors of the Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay Colonies 

for whom no likeness is known.  
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Edward Cohen/Massachusetts Labor plaque.  The Art Commission reviewed progress images of work on 

the clay model submitted by artist Meredith Bergmann, and was pleased to approve the final clay in 

February 2009.  The wax was approved by the Chair in March and the bronze cast at Polich Tallix in 

New York in May.   The plaque was delivered in time for the members to review at the June board 

meeting, at which they approved and voted to recommend acceptance for the collection.  A September 

2009 dedication is planned. 

 

The Art Commission is currently assisting sponsors of additional memorials proposed for the collection.  

Our Art Acquisition Guidelines and Criteria for Additions are provided to all prospective sponsors as 

well as legislative committees reviewing proposals for new art work. 

 

ADMINISTRATION  

 

By-Laws.  In accordance with the directives established under the Strategic Plan of 2007, the members 

reviewed and amended the Art Commission By-Laws, last revised in 1992.   The document was adopted 

in May 2009, and will be submitted to the Governor’s office on Boards and Commissions.  

 

Internal Control Plan.  The Art Collections Manager submitted an updated Internal Control Policy and 

Procedures Plan for review by the board to be in place for FY’10. 

 

Outreach.  The Art Commission continues to address all requests for information, research, and images 

from both the Art and Battle Flag Collections at the State House.  This year the part-time staff addressed 

over one hundred inquiries from building tenants, teachers, researchers, publishers, and museum 

personnel from around the world on a wide variety of subjects relating to the history, background, 

display, conservation, and publication of the paintings, sculptures, murals, artifacts, and flags in the State 

House Collection, as well as local collections.  Due to the important role the Commonwealth has played 

in our nation’s history, we continue to receive a large number of requests for images, especially for 

exhibition and school texts.   The Commission was especially pleased to be able to supply many 

photographs of objects from the art and flag collections to the Secretary of State for use in the permanent 

exhibit at the newly renovated Commonwealth Museum.    

 

Interest in Civil War history prompts numerous inquiries by veterans’ descendants each year for 

information and historical data on the flags under which their ancestors fought nearly 150 years ago.  

The Art Commission office is within the Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Room (room 27), 

whose collections we monitor and make available for researchers and visitors.   The Art Collections 

Manager also provides tours of the Collection, focusing on its history and artists.  

 

The Art Collections Manager was also pleased to be able to update and issue the 5th edition of Italy 

Under the Golden Dome, printed through the generosity of Secretary of State William Francis Galvin 

for the annual Italian-American Heritage Committee celebration in October.   The booklet is distributed 

through the Tours division.    Also, at the request of the Super-intendent, a small booklet was produced 



detailing the history of the flags of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment Volunteers for distribution at the 

re-activation and flag display ceremony in November.   Finally, we have been working with the Bureau 

of State Office Buildings web team in re-designing the BSB web-site which will include links to Art 

Commission information pages.   
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BOARD and STAFF 

 

There were no changes to the board during the past fiscal year. 

 

Susan Greendyke Lachevre continues to meet the challenge of taking care of the Common-wealth’s fine 

arts collection with consummate tact and discretion, acting as liaison between the Commission and the 

administration and legislature, as well as donors, sponsors of new memorials and artworks, artists, 

conservators, students, and researchers.  The Commission commends her for her professional skills, 

dedication and creativity, particularly during these difficult economic times. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paula Morse 

Chair 

 


