
water, pruning, and pest management?  What about fruit 

– would this trait be attractive or perhaps a nuisance 

(says the owner of a mulberry tree (Morus spp.) after 

they’ve tracked the delicious dark-colored, juicy fruit into 

their house)? 

 

After we’ve sorted out what we want in terms of tree 

“performance” the real work begins regarding under-

standing the many factors that 

we must consider relative to 

site conditions – here are just 

a few: 

 

1.  Climate Compatibility: 

There are many sources that 

we can examine to better 

identify what the specific cli-

matic conditions are in our 

communities or landscapes.  

The Sunset Garden Calendar 

and USDA Plant Hardiness 

Zone Map are two commonly 

accepted guides to determine 

the climatic conditions on a 

site set aside for planting. 

 

2.  Light Levels: There of 

course are varying degrees of 

understanding light levels on a given location, but 

we often define a site that features ‘full sun’ as 

experiencing six hours or more of direct sun, 

while a site that features ‘partial sun’ as experi-

encing less than six hours of direct sunlight.  A 

site that experiences no direct sunlight is classi-

fied as ‘shady.’ 

 

3.   Temperature Variations: The very nature of the 

urban environment dictates variety and its effect 

on growing conditions is no exception:  Are 

(Continued on page 2) 

It wasn’t so long ago 

that we heard from 

the foremost climate 

authority 

(Punxsutawney Phil) that spring is but around the corner.  

And with increasing daylight hours, this promise seems 

to becoming evermore true.  With the warming tem-

peratures, we tree enthusiasts look forward to breaking 

ground on some new site on our property or in our 

community where we can es-

tablish (yet) another tree (or 

population of trees).   

Whether it is our enthusiasm 

taking over, or in some cases a 

lack of awareness, we some-

times forget, however, that 

many future problems related 

to any urban planting can often 

be averted with a simple plan.  

And that is what a site assess-

ment is: the 

first step in 

properly 

planning a 

planting 

initiative. 

 

To start, 

we need to determine what our ob-

jectives are from the planting initiative.  

Though summed up rather succinctly 

in that statement, anytime a group of 

individuals gather to talk about an ini-

tiative, there can undoubtedly be dif-

fering goals and opinions about how 

to achieve them.  Do we want trees 

that are attractive because of their 

flowering habit or bark coloration? 

How large do we expect these trees 

to become?  Do we want low-

maintenance trees that require little 
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The Successful Planting Initiative: Conducting a Site Assessment 
By Rick W. Harper,  

Extension Assistant Professor of Urban 

& Community Forestry, UMass-

Amherst 

This setback planting may be growing in a more conducive 

soil environment as this site already fosters more attractive 

plant cover (i.e. healthy turfgrass). 

http://www.planthardiness.ars.usda.gov
http://www.planthardiness.ars.usda.gov
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The Successful Planting Initiative: Conducting a Site Assessment 

there nearby structures that reflect heat, or af-

fect wind patterns?  Are there nearby bodies of 

water that help to moderate temperatures? 

 

4.   Soil Compaction: Since soil compaction and use-

able soil space is considered by many sources to 

be the key impediment to urban tree health and 

longevity, the examination of this environment 

can often play a large role in determining the suc-

cess (or failure) of a planting initiative.  The use 

of a simple tool known as a penetrometer can 

help us to understand if the roots of a newly 

planted tree will be able to penetrate the soil in 

the site, or if other measures (i.e. soil amending 

or the installation of other more engineered op-

tions like a structural soil or suspended pave-

ment) are needed to enhance rooting space. 

 

5.   Soil Conditions: Other important soil considera-

tions must also be factored into the equation 

including Drainage, pH, Texture, and Disturbance 

(i.e. soil layering or contamination).  Though un-

derstanding all of these factors in relation to the 

future health and performance of a new planting 

is extremely important, most of these variables 

can be better understood through simple (and 

often quick) field testing. 

 

6.   Spatial Constraints: Many above-ground spatial 

considerations must be considered, including 

distance from the planting site to nearby build-

ings, other trees, and, of course, utility lines.  

Additionally, many below-ground spatial consid-

erations can impact the health of new urban 

trees, including underground utilities, useable soil 

volume limitations (as previously mentioned), 

contaminated soil, or buried debris. 

 

7.   Other Considerations: Though this list is a good 

start, it is hardy comprehensive as there are 

many other factors that may still warrant further 

consideration:  Is the planting site exposed to 

road salt?  Are other environmental issues pre-

sent in this location, such as flooding or soil ero-

sion?  What are other nearby plants (i.e. 

‘indicator species’ ) telling us about the site? The 

presence of clover for example, (Trifolium spp.) 

(Continued from page 1) 

may indicate poor fertility while the presence of 

bentgrass (Agrostis spp.) may indicate excessive 

moisture. 

 

After spending time understanding these various factors, 

it is prudent to return to the initial stage – figuring out 

the objectives desired from the planting initiative in ques-

tion.  From there we move to what many consider the 

most fun of all: the plant selection phase! 

 
Rick W. Harper, serves as Extension Assistant Professor of 

Urban & Community Forestry, UMass Department of Environ-

mental Conservation, Amherst, and is also an ISA Board-

Certified Master Arborist. 

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

Current indicator species on this site (i.e. crabgrass) may 

indicate rather inhospitable conditions such as excessive 

compaction or dryness. 

Upcoming DCR Grant Deadlines:  
April 1—Intent to Apply, DCR Urban and 

Community Forestry Challenge Grant 
 

May 1—Deadline for DCR Urban and 

Community Forestry Challenge Grant 
 

More info: 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/fores

try/urban/urbanGrants.htm 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
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Species Spotlight—Shagbark hickory, Carya ovata 
“Few trees contribute so 

much to the beauty of the 

woods in autumn,” says the 

author of A Report on the 

Trees and Shrubs Growing Natu-

rally in the Forests, George Bar-

rell Emerson, than the shagbark 

hickory. Indeed, it is easy to see 

the golden-yellow fall color in 

the woods and in communities 

where the tree has been 

planted. While shagbark hickory 

may not be a common land-

scape tree, it is an 

excellent tree for 

wildlife value and 

can be suited to 

parks and naturalized areas.  

 

Shagbark hickory grows throughout Massa-

chusetts in fertile uplands and in moist val-

leys near streams. Hickories, in general, are 

native to North America, and shagbark 

hickory naturally occurs from southern 

Quebec, east to southern Maine, south to 

Georgia, and west to Texas and Minnesota. 

It grows in USDA hardiness zones four to 

eight.  

 

Shagbark hickory is a large tree, growing to 

60 to 80 feet tall, and sometimes taller, with 

a coarse 

texture. The leaves of 

shagbark hickory are 

alternate, pinnately 

compound, with five 

(sometimes seven) 

elliptical, serrate leaf-

lets that are four to 

six inches long. The 

leaves are yellow-

green above and paler 

below. The buds are 

imbricate and the ter-

minal bud is large, one

-half to one-inch long 

and downy with loose 

scales. The twigs are 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

By Mollie Freilicher            

MA-DCR  

Community Action Forester 

stout, brown, and 

somewhat hairy, with 

conspicuous lenticels. 

The bark of young trees 

is smooth and gray, but 

as the tree ages, the 

bark becomes “shaggy” 

and forms long plates 

that turn up at the base 

or the top, or both. It is 

this bark that give the 

tree its common name. 

The flowers are small and yellow-green and bloom be-

fore the leaves emerge. The male flow-

ers are catkins, and the female flowers 

are terminal spikes. The fruit is nearly 

round with a thick husk and edible seed. 

Hickory seeds are bitter or sweet and 

the seed of shagbark hickory is quite 

sweet.  

 

 Hickory wood is strong, hard, and 

dense, and for this reason is commonly 

used for tool handles, bows, drumsticks, 

lacrosse sticks, skis, walking sticks, and 

other implements. It is also a good for 

firewood, with one of the highest out-

puts of BTUs of trees occurring in the 

northeast.    

 

Shagbark hickory can be difficult to 

transplant due to its taproot, but it can be used to great 

effect in the landscape for its fruit, bark, or fall color. It 

can tolerate full sun to partial shade and should be 

planted in an area where the large leaves and fruit will 

not be a nuisance.  

Photos: Leaf, twig, bark, fruit: Virginia Tech; Form: UConn 

Plant Database. 

See the February 2013 issue 

for a recipe using shagbark 

hickory nuts. 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/Citizen_Forester/CF2013_Feb.pdf
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New England Chapter ISA Opportunities 

Arbor Day Grant—New for 2013! 
What is the NEC-ISA Arbor Day Grant? 

The Arbor Day Grant was created in 2007 to support small town and communities who needed help to build their 

Arbor Day Programs. This grant awards one $1,000 grant to a town, organization, or community who demonstrates 

need to promote and support their Arbor Day celebration. 
 

Arbor Day Grant application Deadline: March 25, 2013. 
 

Get more information and download the grant application here: http://www.newenglandisa.org/

files/2012/2012_ArborDayGrantApplication.pdf  

Scholarship Opportunity  
Since 1990, the NEC-ISA has awarded scholarships to 

students pursuing an education in a plant material-

oriented field. The purpose of the awards is threefold: to 

help promote interest in shade and ornamental trees, to 

recognize scholarly endeavors, and to assist in financial 

aid. 
 

The New England Chapter grants two scholarship awards 

of $1,500.00.  Each recipient will receive $1,500 toward 

their educational expenses.  We encourage recipients of 

our scholarship to be involved in the profession of ar-

boriculture.  The NEC-ISA also provides recipients with a 

full conference registration, one night of lodging, and two 

complimentary banquet tickets for an accompanying 

guest. 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR APPLICATION 

The recipients of the scholarship will receive a free one-

year membership to the New England Chapter. They will 

receive an electronic version of our quarterly newsletter. 
 

The applicant must be: 

EITHER a full-time student enrolled at an accredited 

four-year college, two-year college, or university in Con-

necticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 

Island, or Vermont. OR a resident of Connecticut, Maine, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, or Ver-

mont who is enrolled as a full-time student at an accred-

ited four-year college, two-year college, or university 

elsewhere. 

 
 

 The applicant's major field of study shall be a plant 

material-oriented program, such as Arboriculture, 

Botany, Entomology, Horticulture, Plant Pathology, 

Urban Forestry, or a related field. 
  

 The applicant must have completed at least one col-

lege semester of a program leading to a degree or 

career in one of the above majors or in a related 

field. 
 

 The applicant shall type or print the information re-

quested on the scholarship form and submit three 

copies of the scholarship form and essay, as well as 

three official transcripts, to the New England Chap-

ter, International Society of Arboriculture. 
 

 In addition, the applicant shall supply one academic 

recommendation, to be sent by the academic refer-

ence directly to the New England Chapter, Interna-

tional Society of Arboriculture. 
 

The deadline for application is April 8, 2013 

The winners will be notified and will be announced to 

the membership at the NEC-ISA Annual Conference in 

November. 
 

Mail or email application materials to: 

Jennifer Kettell 

NEC-ISA Secretary & Scholarship Chair 

Arnold Arboretum 

125 Arborway 

Boston, MA 02130 

New England Leaf Out Project 
Scientists at Boston University need your help monitor-

ing leaf out times of trees in New England (Maine, New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 

Connecticut). They are interested in how rapidly trees 

are responding to warming temperatures across the re-

gion. Are trees leafing out earlier now than in the past?  

Do trees leaf out at different times across New England? 

You are invited to gather observations of leaf out times 

of trees in the spring of 2013. You can join this effort 

by periodically checking individual trees in your area and 

reporting your observations via Nature's Notebook (or by 

sending your observations to Dr. Richard Primack). More 

information can be found on the National Phenology  

Network website: http://www.usanpn.org/NELOP.  

http://www.newenglandisa.org/files/2012/2012_ArborDayGrantApplication.pdf
http://www.newenglandisa.org/files/2012/2012_ArborDayGrantApplication.pdf
http://www.newenglandisa.org/files/2013/2013_NECISAScholarshipApplication.pdf
http://www.newenglandisa.org/annual_conference.html
mailto:jkettell@newenglandisa.org
http://www.usanpn.org/participate
mailto:richardprimack@gmail.com
http://www.usanpn.org/NELOP


The Greenfield Tree Committee and the Department of Public Works (DPW) have been working hard to increase the 

profile of trees in the community. The Tree Committee meets once a month to discuss tree matters in the community, 

ranging from (among other items), streetscape designs, tree care, tree planting, development, parks, grants, inventories, 

and ordinances. The Tree Committee advises and supports the DPW and works to educate the public about the value 

of trees in Greenfield. In 2012, the Committee held a tree walk where residents were led through the town on a 60-

minute walk in the downtown area to learn about trees and plans for trees in the town. The town also sent two DPW 

employees, as well as members of the tree committee, to the DCR Tree Steward Training held at Harvard Forest in 

October 2012, as well as other trainings, such as UMass Extension Green School. In November, the committee hosted 

Paul Cawood-Hellmund, president and director of the Conway School of Design, for a public event featuring a discus-

sion of the revitalization of Greenfield. The Committee has been successful at receiving press coverage for events, as 

well as support of the local newspaper, The Recorder, for trees in the town. We look forward to more progress from 

the tree committee and the DPW.    

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  
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Growing Greener—in Greenfield 

The theme for this year’s poster contest is Celebrate a Tree, and it’s not too late to participate in this year’s con-

test, sponsored by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), the U.S. Forest Service, and 

the Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association. The annual poster contest encourages students to think 

about trees in new ways and express their understanding artistically.  
 

How it Works  

Schools participate by having fifth grade students each create a poster on the current year’s theme, Celebrate a Tree. 

Then, the school holds a contest to pick a winning poster to submit to DCR by the deadline of April 19, 2013. The 

DCR Urban and Community Forestry Program Coordinator will announce the winners shortly thereafter. Winners 

will receive prizes, including a tree for the winning school.  
 

For more information 

Go to our website http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanBranch.htm and download the full con-

test guidelines, including suggestions for other classroom activities. Questions, contact Mollie Freilicher, 

mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us , 413-577-2966. 

Arbor Day Poster Contest 

Arbor Day Ideas 
 

 Give away seedlings to elementary students in 
your community 

 Host an Arbor Day Festival. 

 Sponsor an Arbor Day cleanup to clean up 
street trees in the community. 

 Host an “Ask an Arborist” event in town. 

 Hold a Tree Discovery Day at the library for 
youngsters. 

 Put on an assembly for students (Tree Bene-
fits Jeopardy! is always a favorite!) 

 Participate in the Massachusetts Arbor Day 
Poster Contest. 

 Plant trees and hold a ceremony. 

 Work with the Massachusetts Arborist Asso-
ciation to sponsor an Arbor Day of Service. 

 Dedicate a tree in your community. 
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State Officials Announce Quarantine to Halt Spread of  
Emerald Ash Borer  
DALTON – Thursday, February 21, 2013 – Officials 

from the Department of Conservation and Recreation 

(DCR) announced today that a quarantine will be estab-

lished in Berkshire County, in order to stop the spread 

of the invasive insect species Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). 

This decision comes after extensive survey in the af-

fected area and public hearings. 
 

“The Emerald Ash Borer brings a very serious threat to 

our ash trees, and we are not taking its presence lightly,” 

said DCR Commissioner Ed Lambert. “We believe a 

county-wide quarantine will allow the best chance at 

slowing the spread of Emerald Ash Borer.” The quar-

antine will take effect March 1, 2013. 
 

EAB was first detected in Massachusetts in Dalton in Au-

gust of 2012. Massachusetts is the eighteenth state dis-

covered to have EAB within its borders. Immediately 

following the detection of the invasive species, DCR be-

gan work with the Massachusetts Department of Agricul-

tural Resources (DAR), the United States Forest Service 

(USFS), and the United State Department of Agricul-

ture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Ser-

vice (APHIS) to formulate a plan for dealing with the in-

vasive insect. 
 

DCR set up more than 700 EAB traps across the Com-

monwealth. With funding from the USFS, DCR also gir-

dled 26 trees, a process known as delimiting that 

stresses the individual trees in an attempt to attract and 

sequester any EAB in the area. 
 

After the delimiting survey was completed around the 

Dalton/Pittsfield area, five trees were found to have EAB 

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  
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larvae present. These trees are located within a 1.5 mile 

radius of the trap where the first EAB beetle was de-

tected in August 2012. 

 

DCR engaged in a public outreach campaign, including 

public meetings that allowed the public to express their 

opinions and concerns on the topic of quarantine. 

Though most public comments posted in the aftermath 

of these meetings called for quarantine as small as scien-

tifically possible, the studies conducted indicated that a 

county-wide quarantine would work best. 
 

The quarantine order means that certain products will 

be regulated from moving outside the regulated area, 

including all hardwood firewood (any piece of wood 

smaller than 48”), all ash nursery stock, and any ash lum-

ber that has not been treated. Proper wood treatments 

include the removal of bark and half an inch of wood, dry 

kiln sterilization, fumigation, and heat treatments. 
 

The state of New York recently added 22 new counties 

to their EAB quarantine, including counties that abut the 

Berkshire County border. This will allow wood to move 

from quarantined county to quarantined county, includ-

ing moving regulated wood from Massachusetts to the 

mills that are just over the border in New York, relieving 

some of the financial pressure on the wood industry in 

Berkshire County. 
 

Plans for future surveys are currently being discussed 

and EAB traps will be utilized again this summer in Mas-

sachusetts, as well as the girdling of approximately 100 

ash trees to continue to help narrow the infestation. 

 

More information on EAB at www.emeraldashborer.info 

Recent Webcast & Publication 
Wood Utilization Options for Urban Trees Affected by Invasive Species 
This webinar provides details about the publication released in 2012, Wood Utilization Options for Urban Trees 

Infested by Invasive Species, including an overview of invasive species and utilization options; basic wood properties 

of hardwoods affected by invasive species; market and utilization options for ash logs, lumber, and other products; and 

heat treatment of wood for invasive forest pests. 

 

See the recorded webinar here: https://umconnect.umn.edu/p87218976/ and download the publication from the USDA 

Forest Service Forest Products Laboratory: http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2012/fpl_2012_brashaw001.pdf.  

http://www.mass.gov/dcr
http://www.emeraldashborer.info
https://umconnect.umn.edu/p87218976/
http://www.fpl.fs.fed.us/documnts/pdf2012/fpl_2012_brashaw001.pdf
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UMass Extension: Invasive Plant Management Certification  
In the last several years, there has been growing interest 

in invasive plants and their management. While turf and 

landscape professionals might be very proficient in the 

development of a weed management program for turf 

and/or landscape, invasive plant management often re-

veals many new and unique challenges. This four-day 

program is intended to help participants meet these chal-

lenges when attempting to develop an invasive plant 

management program as part of their business.  
 

A certificate in INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT 

may be obtained by attending all four sessions (see be-

low) and obtaining a passing grade on each. To earn the 

certificate, sessions A1 - A3 can be taken in any order, 

but must be taken prior to Session B: Developing an In-

vasive Plant Management Program. All sessions will be 

offered annually to facilitate earning the certificate over 

more than one year's time.  All sessions may also be 

taken individually. 

Register online or print out a registration form at 

http://www.umassgreeninfo.org 
 

A1: PRINCIPLES AND FUNDAMENTALS OF 

WEED SCIENCE - March 26, 2013, 9 am - 3:00 pm 

A critical first step in the development of a weed or inva-

sive plant management program is a strong and complete 

understanding of several principles and fundamentals of 

the discipline of weed science. Covers weed biology, 

weed ecology, herbicide modes-of-action, herbicide tim-

ings, and more. Cost: $75.  

Location: Doubletree Hotel, Milford, MA. 

Five pesticide contact hours in categories 29, 36, 40, and 

Applicator's License. 
 

A2: STATE REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO 

INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT - May 1, 

2013, 9 am - 3:00 pm 

While landscape and turf professionals may be knowl-

edgeable about the state regulations that govern the type 

of work they normally do, regulations that govern cer-

tain aspects of invasive plant management may be differ-

ent. Covers state regulations, including the Wetlands 

Protection Act, the Rivers Protection Act, and pesticide 

regulations, including those specific to right-of-ways. 

Cost: $75. 

Location: Doubletree Hotel, Milford, MA. 

Three pesticide contact hours in categories 29, 36, 40, and 

Applicator's License. 
 

A3: THE INVASIVE PLANT ISSUE AND INVA-

SIVE PLANT IDENTIFICATION - May 14, 2013, 

9 am - 3:00 pm 

Why should you be concerned? Enhance your ability to 

readily identify invasive plants, as well as their look-

alikes. Discussion of the strategies and recommendations 

of the Massachusetts Invasive Plant Advisory Group and 

the recently released Early Detection/Rapid Response 

Priority List document. Cost: $75.  

Location: Doubletree Hotel, Milford, MA. 

Five pesticide contact hours in categories 29, 36, 40, and 

Applicator's License. 
 

B: DEVELOPING AN INVASIVE PLANT MAN-

AGEMENT PROGRAM - June 11, 2013, 9 am - 3:00 

pm 

Develop and implement an invasive plant management 

program, including management tips and strategies, her-

bicide selection and timing, non-chemical strategies, and 

ways to avoid common program pitfalls. Cost: $75. 

Location: Doubletree Hotel, Milford, MA.  

Five pesticide contact hours in categories 29, 36, 40, and 

Applicator's License. 
 

Register online or print out a registration form at 

http://www.umassgreeninfo.org.  

UMass Extension: Invasive Pests Update 
April 3, 2013, 9:00 am - 1:00 p.m., Publick House, Sturbridge, MA 

For professional landscapers, garden center employees, horticulture retailers, roadside stands, master gardeners, and other horti-

cultural professionals. Massachusetts has a long and storied history of invasive insects, dating back to the 1860s with 

gypsy moth. Get on top of the latest and anticipated arrivals! This is a refresher on recognizing exotic weeds, insects, 

and diseases found in landscapes in Massachusetts, how these exotic and invasive pests are regulated, and how these 

regulations affect you and your business. 
 

Four pesticide contact hours for categories 26, 29, 31, 36 and Applicator’s License. Credits for MCA, MCLP, MCH, AOLCP re-

quested.   

For more information, go to extension.umass.edu/floriculture or contact Tina Smith (413)545 5306, 

tsmith@umext.umass.edu. 

Growing on Trees—Upcoming Events 

http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/
http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/
mailto:tsmith@umext.umass.edu


UMass Community Tree Conference—March 12, Amherst 
Date and Time: Tue, March 12, 2013, 9:00am - 4:00pm  

Place: Bowker Auditorium, Stockbridge Hall, UMass Amherst  
 

This one-day conference is designed for managers and employees who work outdoors: arborists, tree wardens, mu-

nicipal managers, DPW workers, city planners, surveyors, foresters, and landscape architects. UMass Extension, the 

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, and the USDA Forest Service sponsor this annual event. 

Everyone who works outdoors - whether on the street, in a park, or in a client's backyard - is exposed to a variety of 

issues every day. 
 

This year's conference examines strategies and designs to promote urban tree survival, re-greening the City of 

Springfield, pruning to reduce the risk of tree failure, MGL Chapter 87, shade tree diseases, and where we stand on 

invasive insect management. This conference is designed for everyone working outdoors with trees in New England. 
 

Registration 

Cost is $65 for a first registration and $40/person for each additional registration from the same company. Online 

registrations are subject to an additional processing fee. For registration information, go to: http://

extension.umass.edu/landscape/events/community-tree-conference-saving-our-trees  
 

 

Conference Agenda 
8:00 - 9:00 AM   Registration & Coffee  

11:00 AM – 2:00 PM  URBAN FORESTRY DIAGNOSTIC LAB -  OPEN HOUSE  

(101 University Dr (next to the  Post Office) - Please stop by for a tour and to say hello.)  

Morning Moderator:  William Mitchell, Director of the Stockbridge School  

9:00 – 9:45 AM   Strategies & Designs that Promote Urban Tree Survival 

Rick W. Harper, UMass Extension  Asst. Professor of Urban & Community Forestry  

9:45 – 10:30 AM   Re-Greening Springfield, A Model for Cities, Towns & Villages       

     David Bloniarz, USDA Forest Service Urban Forester  

10:30 – 10:50 AM   Coffee Break  

10:50 – 11:50 AM   Pruning to Reduce the Risk of Tree Failure 

Brian Kane, MAA Professor of Commercial Arboriculture, University of  Massachusetts  

Noon – 1:00 PM  Lunch Break   

Afternoon Moderator: Dr. David Bloniarz, Urban Forester Scientist, USDA Forest Service  

1:00 PM     Scholarship Awards 

Mass. Tree Wardens & Forester’s Assoc.- David Lefcourt, President 

Mass. Arborist Association Awards - Richard Herfurth, MAA Board 

South East Mass Tree Wardens & Arborists Association 

Davey tree Expert Co.  

1:10 – 2:00 PM   MGL Ch. 87 & the Utility Industry 

Tom Brady, Tree Warden of Brookline & Paul Sellers of NSTAR  

2:00 – 2:50 PM   Shade Tree Pathology: What’s New & Old 

Nicholas Brazee, UMass Extension Pathologist  

3:00– 3:50 PM   Insect Pest Management: Where We Stand with Exotic Invasions 

Robert Childs, UMass Extension Entomologist  

4:00 PM     Questions & Open Discussion   

4:00 PM    Pesticide, MAA, ISA & SAF Credits awarded.  

5:00 PM     Mass. Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association Centennial Dinner  
 

Pesticide & Professional Certification Credits 

Two pesticide contact hours for categories 36, 40, and 00 (licensed applicator). Pesticide contact hours are valid for 

equivalent categories in all New England states. ISA, SAF, CFE, MCA, MCH and MCLP professional certification cred-

its have been requested. 
 

Contact 

Call the UMass Extension Landscape, Nursery & Urban Forestry program at 413-545-0895 or e-mail 

eweeks@umext.umass.edu . 
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Bay State Roads: Improving 
Stream Crossings Workshops 
This workshop will focus on making stream crossings 

safer and more resilient in the face of future 

storms.  Many crossings fail, in some cases repeatedly, 

due to their inability to pass high flows and the materials 

stirred up by the river at flood stage. These crossings 

require ongoing maintenance and repairs when they be-

come plugged with debris. Crossings designed with riv-

ers in mind – and meeting the Massachusetts Stream 

Crossing Standards – can safely pass huge volumes of 

water, sediment, and debris stirred up by high flows, and 

maintain safe passage for emergency personnel and resi-

dents. Stream Crossing Standards alone do not satisfy 

the need for proper engineering and design. 
 

March 13, 2013 

Westfield State University, Horace Mann Center, 

Garden Room (Downstairs), 577 Western Ave., West-

field, MA 01086 
 

March 19, 2013 

Berkshire Community College, Koussevitzy Arts 

Center, Room K111, 1350 West Street,  Pittsfield 
 

March 26, 2013 

Olver Transit Center, 12 Olive Street , Greenfield 
 

Who Should Attend 

These workshops are recommended for municipal public 

works supervisors and employees, town and city officials, 

planners, engineers, and private consultants. 
 

Attention Planners!  Baystate Roads has applied for 

5 AICP credits for each workshop. 
 

To register online: go to the Baystate Roads Pro-

gram Workshop Page 

or call Cindy at 413-577-2762 or Sharon at 413-

545-5403 

The Massachusetts Tree Wardens and 

Foresters Association sponsors an annual pack-

aged seedling program as a popular way to help munici-

palities, garden clubs, businesses, arborists, and other 

interested individuals and organizations promote Arbor 

Day, and to raise money for the Mass. Tree Warden 

Scholarship Fund. Available are a variety of shade trees, 

ornamentals, and conifers. All seedlings and transplant 

prices include bags, ties, shipping, and handling. The mini-

mum order is 100 seedlings, and the ordering deadline is 

April 17, 2013. For more information go to 

www.masstreewardens.org/SeedlingProgram.html.  

Spring Seedling Sales  
Conservation District Seedling Sales 
Massachusetts conservation districts sponsor spring seed-

ling sales to raise money for district programs. A conser-

vation district is a legal subdivision of state government, 

responsible under state law for conservation work within 

its boundaries, just as counties are responsible for road 

and other services. Boundaries in Massachusetts are along 

county lines. Conservation districts work with the Natu-

ral Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to protect 

soil and water resources across counties in Massachu-

setts. They often sell a variety of trees and shrubs in small 

sizes. Below is information on some of the conservation 

district seedlings sales in Massachusetts. 

  

The Berkshire Conservation District seedlings are 

pre-ordered by mail or online and are picked up on Sat-

urday, May 4, from 9am to 12pm at Monument Mountain 

Regional High School in Great Barrington or the Spring-

side House at Springside Park in Pittfsfield. Seedlings in-

clude both trees (including fruit trees) and shrubs. The 

order deadline is March 31. For more information go to: 

www.berkshireconservation.org. 

  

Middlesex County Conservation District seedlings 

include conifers, deciduous trees, shrubs, fruits, perenni-

als, groundcovers, and garden supplies are also sold. The 

order deadline is March 29. For an order form and more 

information go to: http://middlesexconservation.org/?

page_id=38. 

  

Plymouth County Conservation District seedlings 

are picked up April 21 or April 22 at the District Office 

15 Cranberry Highway, West Wareham, MA 02576. For 

an order form and more information, go to: 

http://www.plymouthcountyconservation.org/treeplantsal

e.html. 

  

Worcester County Conservation District seedlings 

are picked up Saturday, May 4, at various locations. The 

order deadline is March 25. For more information go to: 

http://www.seedlingsale.org/seedling-sale-15.html. 

  

Your conservation district not listed here? 

Go to the Massachusetts Association of  

Conservation Districts to look up your 

county district and contact them about seed-

lings. 
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Cities Affect Temperatures for Thousands of 
Miles 
Jan. 27, 2013 — Even if you live more than 1,000 miles 

from the nearest large city, it could be affecting your 

weather. In a new study that shows the extent to which 

human activities are influencing the atmosphere, scien-

tists have concluded that the heat generated by everyday 

activities in metropolitan areas alters the character of the 

jet stream and other major atmospheric systems. This 

affects temperatures across thousands of miles, signifi-

cantly warming some areas and cooling others, according 

to the study this week in Nature Climate Change. The ex-

tra "waste heat" generated from buildings, cars, and 

other sources in major Northern Hemisphere urban ar-

eas causes winter warming across large areas of northern 

North America and northern Asia. Temperatures in 

some remote areas increase by as much as 1 degree Cel-

sius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit), according to the research 

by scientists at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography; 

University of California, San Diego; Florida State Univer-

sity; and the National Center for Atmospheric Research. 

Read the complete story at ScienceDaily. 

Spring May Come Earlier to North American 
Forests, Increasing Uptake of Carbon Dioxide 
Jan. 29, 2013 — Trees in the continental U.S. could send 

out new spring leaves up to 17 days earlier in the coming 

century than they did before global temperatures started 

to rise, according to a new study by Princeton University 

researchers. These climate-driven changes could lead to 

changes in the composition of north-eastern forests 

and give a boost to their ability to take up carbon diox-

ide. Read the complete story at ScienceDaily. 

News Super Bowl is Over, But The Trees  
are Staying Around 
New Orleans, LA, February 2, 2013 – Super Bowl 2013 

“Super Saturday of Service” teamed up volunteers with 

the National Football League to plant a record-setting 

7,000 trees. (A record held previously by Dallas with 

5,000 trees.) And for non-profit Hike for KaTREEna, it 

was a milestone day as they planted their 20,000th tree in 

six years.  “We did it!” says Executive Director Connie 

Uddo. 
 

Students participating in a Wetlands Youth Summit 

planted 3,000 trees in Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife 

Refuge. This second annual youth summit brought to-

gether 45 teens and local, state, and federal officials to 

learn about Louisiana’s coastal protection and restora-

tion projects. The event was held on the 16th annual 

World Wetlands Day. 
  

The tree planting project, co-sponsored by the New Or-

leans Super Bowls XLVII Host Committee, hoped to 

bring national attention to Louisiana’s rapidly eroding 

coastline, which is losing a football field-sized tract of 

land every hour. Read the complete story at AC-

Trees.org. 

Unwanted urban trees become retail gold at 
Minneapolis wood shop 
by Matt Sepic, Minnesota Public Radio  

Jan. 28, 2013–The emerald ash borer has killed tens of 

millions of ash trees across the United States and Canada 

in the last decade.  Here in the Twin Cities, Minneapolis 

parks department forestry crews were cutting down 

hundreds of trees at the Fort Snelling Golf Club after 

many became infested. Normally the wood is chipped up 

and burned. But some are being salvaged along with 

many other varieties of unwanted urban trees. At Wood 

from the Hood, cyclists whiz by on the Midtown Green-

way just over the fence from the shop. Rick Siewert, a co

-owner, showed off some of the dozens of logs stacked 

up in the back lot. Some were 3 feet or more in diame-

ter, and all were cut down within a few miles of his busi-

ness. "We have a big variety, and it's all local, and it's 

tracked by the ZIP code where it comes from," Siewert 

said. "So on a lot of these logs, you'll see tags on the end 

of them designating where it came from. And when you 

see it in the store, it'll have the ZIP code where it came 

from on the product."  Read or listen to the complete 

story at Minnesota Public Radio. 

American Forests Names the 10 Best U.S. Cities 
for Urban Forests  
Washington, D.C., Feb. 5, 2013 — When it comes to a 
commitment to care for greenspaces in the nation’s lead-
ing cities, conservation organization American Forests 
has found that some urban areas are doing much better 
than others. Through a combination of an in-depth sur-
vey, independent data and a vote by a blue-ribbon panel 
of leading urban forest experts, the nonprofit has named 
the 10 best U.S. cities for urban forests: Austin, Char-
lotte, Denver, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, New York, Port-
land, Sacramento, Seattle, and Washington, D.C.  Ameri-
can Forests defines urban forests as “ecosystems of trees 
and other vegetation in and around communities that 
may consist of street and yard trees, vegetation within 
parks and along public rights of way and water systems. 

Urban forests provide communities with environmental, 
economic and social benefits and habitat for fish and wild-
life.” Find out more about the list at American Forests. 
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Mar 2  Association of Conservation Commissions  

   Conference, Worcester, www.maccweb.org 

Mar 8  ISA Exam, Maine Arborists Association Conference,

    South Portland, ME, www.newenglandisa.org 

Mar 12  UMass Community Tree Conference,   

   UMass-Amherst, http://extension.umass.edu  

Mar 12  Mass. Tree Wardens’ & Foresters’ Association 100th

   Anniversary Gala, UMass- Amherst.   

   www.masstreewardens.org  

Mar 20  Seven Habits of Highly Effective Tree Boards  

   (Webinar), VT Urban & Community Forestry,  

   www.uvm.edu/extension/environment/soul/ 

Mar 20-21  Certified Treecare Safety Professional/CTSP  

   Workshop, Tree Care Industry Association,  

   Windsor, CT, www.tcia.org  

Mar 23  Massachusetts Land Trust Conference, Worcester, 

   www.massconservation.org  

Mar 25  Deadline—Arbor Day Grant, New England  

   Chapter-ISA, www.newenglandisa.org  

Mar 26  MAA Safety Saves Seminar, Massachusetts Arborists

    Association, Wellesley, MA, www.massarbor.org   

Mar 26  MAA Dinner Meeting, Massachusetts Arborists 

   Association, Framingham, MA, www.massarbor.org  

Mar 30  ISA Exam, Tower Hill Botanic Garden,   

   Boylston, MA, www.newengland isa.org  

Apr 1  Deadline for Intent to Apply-- MA Urban and

    Community Forestry Challenge Grant 

 

Apr 5  Massachusetts Certified Arborist (MCA) Exam, 

   Wellesley, MA, www.massarbor.org  

Apr 13  ISA Exam (with Tree Worker Skills test),  

   UMass Amherst, www.newenglandisa.org  

Apr 17  Community Gravel Beds for Bare Root Planting 

   (Webinar), VT Urban & Community Forestry,  

   www.uvm.edu/extension/environment/soul/ 

Apr 17-22  SMA Municipal Forestry Institute,    

   Lied Conference Center, NE 

   www.urban-forestry.com 
Apr 18  EAB Workshop, UMass-Dartmouth,  

   (Look for more information soon.)  
Apr 3  Invasive Pests Update, UMass Extension, Sturbridge, 

   www.umassgreeninfo.org.  

Apr 26  Arbor Day 

May 1  Deadline—MA Urban and Community  

   Forestry Challenge Grant 

May 8  DCR EAB Workshop, Shelburne Falls area  

   (Look for more information soon.)  
May 18  New England Chapter – International Society of 

   Arboriculture Tree Climbing Competition,  

   Goddard Park, Warwick, Rhode Island,   

   www.newenglandisa.org  

 

Oct 25-26  Save the Date! Massachusetts Tree Steward  

   Training, Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 

Eric Seaborn, Program Coordinator 
eric.seaborn@state.ma.us, (617) 626-1468 
 

Mollie Freilicher, Community Action Forester 
mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us, (413) 577-2966 

The Citizen Forester is made possible through a 

grant from the USDA Forest Service Urban and 

Community Forestry Program and the Massachu-

setts Department of Conservation and Recrea-

tion, Bureau of Forestry.   

On the Horizon 

Deval Patrick, Governor 

Timothy Murray, Lieutenant Governor 

Richard Sullivan, Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

Edward M. Lambert, Jr., Commissioner, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Peter Church, Director of Forest Stewardship, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA  02114 

 If you have a topic you’d like to see covered or 

want to submit an item to The Citizen Forester 

(article, photo, event listing, etc.), please con-

tact Mollie Freilicher or click here.  

Subscribe? Unsubscribe?  You are receiving this 

email because you have requested to receive The 

Citizen Forester.  If this is an error or you do not 

wish to receive this newsletter, please email 

eric.seaborn@state.ma.us.  To sign up, click here.    

The Department of Conservation and Recreation prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 

national origin, ethnicity, gender, gender identity or expression, age, sexual orientation, Vietnam Era Veteran status, or disability. 
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