
PLYMOUTH – Saturday, July 16, 2016 – Today, officials from the Department of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) joined with key stakeholders, state and local officials, advocates, and the public to celebrate the centennial
milestone of the creation of the Myles Standish State Forest. Approximately 5,700 acres were acquired in 1916 by the
State Forest Commission. Since then Myles Standish State Forest has grown to encompass over 12,400 acres and
includes some of the nation’s rarest and most endangered plants and wildlife. At today’s event, a proclamation from
Governor Charlie Baker was read recognizing the forest’s centennial, and DCR Commissioner Leo Roy presented the
Friends of Myles Standish State Forest with a certificate honoring the organization’s advocacy work.

“The centennial commemoration of Myles Standish State Forest is an important marker in the Commonwealth’s long
history of protecting important state lands for families to enjoy over several generations,” said Governor Charlie
Baker. “The conservation of Massachusetts’ natural resources remains an important priority of my Administration, and I
look forward to beginning a second century of recreational opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts at Myles Standish State
Forest.”

“For 100 years, southeastern Massachusetts has had a pristine forest where people of all ages have appreciated the
natural beauty surrounding Myles Standish State Forest at every turn,” said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “I
congratulate the Friends of Myles Standish State Forest for their hard work to make today possible and look forward to
continuing our important partnership together.”

Myles Standish State Forest is the largest public recreation area located in the densely populated southeastern
Massachusetts and offers a variety of opportunities for outdoor recreation on 12,404 acres of public land. Each year
over 600,000 visitors enjoy camping, swimming, fishing, biking, hiking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, skiing, and
hunting in the forest.

“Today’s celebration is a reminder of how far Massachusetts has come in its work to preserve hundreds of thousands of
acres across the state for visitors, such as kids and their families, hikers, conservationists, and outdoor enthusiasts to
enjoy,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Myles Standish State Forest
contains some of the world’s most exceptional natural resources, and the Baker-Polito Administration continues to build
on a successful legacy of preservation that includes ensuring this forest remains accessible to the public for years to
come.”

“As the Commonwealth’s steward of over 450,000 acres of land, the Department of Conservation and Recreation takes
great pride overseeing Myles Standish State Forest,” said DCR Commissioner Leo Roy. “We have, as a
Commonwealth, expressed our continued commitment to preserving this natural space for generations to come, and we
look forward to continuing to provide the region with a scenic environment where camping, boating, biking, and more
can be cherished by all, year after year.”

In 1913, the Commonwealth’s Office of the State Forest identified approximately one million acres of lands across
Massachusetts, and requested that the Legislature appropriate funds to begin purchasing these lands for conservation
efforts, with many acres being made available for just five dollars. Three years later, Myles Standish State Forest was
established in Plymouth and Carver as the state’s second forest.

“I am extremely proud of the dedication and commitment put forth by the many volunteers, partners, and of this
Administration to achieve a common goal,” said Rose Mellino, Friends of Myles Standish State Forest. “By
working together, we are ensuring the state forest remains accessible and available for all to enjoy, and today’s event is
another major milestone for Myles Standish State Forest.”
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“For the last 100 years, Myles Standish State Forest has provided people from Plymouth and the region with an
invaluable resource for outdoor recreation including camping, hiking, fishing, and many other activities,” said State
Senator Vinny deMacedo (R-Plymouth). “I look forward to another 100 years as it continues to attract
Massachusetts residents looking to connect with their natural surroundings.”

“I have long believed that our state forest system is one of our Commonwealth’s greatest assets,” said State Senator
Marc Pacheco (D-Taunton). “Historic Myles Standish State Forest serves as a shining example of what
Massachusetts’ dedication and commitment to its natural resources should be.”

Myles Standish State Forest contains a significant amount of globally rare natural resources, including the third largest
Pine Barrens in the world and 42 rare or endangered plant and animal species. Ongoing efforts, including the Pine
Barrens Restoration Timber Harvest to remove dead and dying red pine trees, are being implemented by the DCR to
protect and enhance public safety and recreational opportunities.

“I'm excited to celebrate the centennial anniversary of Myles Standish State Forest,” said State Representative
Matthew Muratore (R-Plymouth). “I look forward to the future of our State Parks and watching the next generation
of conservationists and rangers improve our access to these open spaces.”

“We are so fortunate to have the spectacular resource known as the Myles Standish State Forest right here in
southeastern Massachusetts,” said State Representative Susan Williams Gifford (R-Wareham). “The fact
that we are celebrating its 100th birthday is really a testament to the folks at DCR who do so much to maintain its
beauty and accessibility on a shoestring budget.”

Today’s event featured exhibits of the history of the state forest, music, food, games, arts and crafts, live animals,
fishing demonstrations, tours, and so much more. For more information on visiting Myles Standish State Forest, please
visit the Massachusetts DCR website.

 

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... www.twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram.......................................... www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube........................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog..................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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