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Letter from Green Walden to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       U. S. [Prin?] Cutter “Morris” 
       Boston harbor   Aug. 23, 1841 
 
To Captain Alex. Parris, 
 
Sir, 
 Agreeable to your request, I herewith transmit to you a discription of the Beacon 
lately erected on York ledge, together with the soundings near it, and its bearing from 
remarkable points on the main land, and adjacent Islands.  
 
 This rock is bare at [crossed out: half tide] [added in another hand: low spring 
tides] and extends E.N.E. and W.S.W. about Four hundred feet in lenth, and Three 
hundred in breath, which is bare at low water.  
 
 Strangers must not approach this rock nearer than three eights of a mile.  A shoal 
extends N.E. and S.W. from the main rock about one quarter of a mile, having not more 
than two fath[om]s at low water.  The Soundings near it, is gradual, from Five, to Twenty 
fath[om]s half a mile from the rock.  During the present summer an Iron beacon has been 
erected 33 ½ feet high, 25 feet above the level of the sea at high tide, and may be seen 12 
miles distant in clear weather.  Upon the main pillars of the beacon, rest an Iron tubular 
column, 13 feet high, supporting an Iron ball 31/2 feet in diameter, upon which is 
inscribed “York ledge, 1841”.  The following are the bearings of various objects from the 
beacon viz.; 
 Boon Island light     E ¾ N about 7 miles 
 Whale’s back light    W by S ¼ S – 4 miles 
 White Island (Isle of Shoals) light  S by W ¾ W – 9 miles 
 York Nubble     N by E – 4 miles 
 York harbor     NW by N ¼ N – 3 miles 
 Western Sister     W S W – 5 miles 
 Eastpoint of Duck Island (Isle of Shoals) S ½ W – 7 miles 
 
N.B.  S.W. about 2 miles from the beacon, lies a shoal called the “Triangles,” which 
breaks in a heavy ground swell, and has not more than 4 fath[om]s low spring tides. 
 
 All of which is respectfully submitted by  sir 
       Very respectfully yours 
 
       Green Walden 
              Capt. U. S. [illegible] com[mandin]g Cutter “Morris” 
 
 
 



[page 2] 
 
 
P. S.  Vessels falling in with York ledge in foggy weather may, by sending their boats, 
read, “York ledge, 1841” as described, and shape their course accordingly.  
 
 
 

[written in Parris’s hand] 
Capt. Walden’s Letter 

of the 23rd August 
1841 


