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Letter from Commodore John Rodgers to Commodore John Downes 
 
 
       Navy Commissioners’ Office 
       30th April, 1835 
 
Sir, 
 The Board of Navy Commissioners have carefully considered the letter of your 
predecessor, of the 8th November last, covering one from Mr. Parris, with Plans and 
Estimates of the proposed Ropewalk, together with a plan proposing several alterations 
from the established arrangement of the buildings in the Yard under your command. 
 
 The slight change in the Plan of the Ropewalk, as forwarded by Commodore 
Elliott on the 8th November, last, from that which had been furnished by the Commandant 
of the Yard, Nov. 19, 1831, is approved, and may be followed.  None of the other 
proposed changes can be authorized at present, nor must any such changes whatever be 
commenced; but in constructing the foundation walls of the Ropewalk, the proposed 
archway marked on the Plan, as leading to the proposed Tarring House, may be turned, 
and carried so far out as to allow its continuance, should it hereafter be wanted. 
 
 As the building will necessarily cost a large sum, the Board are anxious to avoid 
any unnecessary expense; and they are of opinion that the projection and pediment on the 
East front of the Head-House, as proposed by the plan and elevation, may be more 
expensive than a perfectly plain and uniform front.  You will, therefore, consult with Mr. 
Parris, and if the opinion of the Board should be found correct, that the projection will be 
more expensive, and that presumed expense shall be estimated to exceed five hundred 
dollars, you will cause it to be omitted, and the front to be made plain and uniform. 
 
 In preparing the foundation, care must be taken too provide for all the necessary 
partitions in the head building, to accommodate the steam engine, and other machinery, 
and to secure the best disposition of these, you will consult such persons as 
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from their acquaintance with the practical uses of similar machinery, may be more 
competent to furnish safe and useful information. 
 
 An object of primary importance is to have the steam machinery, boilers, fires, 
etc. placed and enclosed so as to prevent, as far as possible, any danger to the rest of the 
establishment, from the fires which must be used for them; arched roofs of brick, or stone 
floors on iron rafters over them, seem to be necessary. 
 



 You will make an early report to the Board of the progress already made in the 
work, of the contracts entered into, and the probable sums to which each contract will 
amount, with a detailed statement of the different materials still to be contracted for, 
arranged in the order in which they will probably be wanted, with an estimate of their 
probable cost.  In the mean time, you will continue the work, making such arrangements, 
if possible, as will enable you to cover it in before winter. 
  
      I am, 
       Very respectfully, Sir, 
       Your obedient servant, 
 
       John Rodgers 
 
Commo[dore] John Downes 
Comm[andant] Navy-Yard, 
Boston 
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