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Description of drawings made for a Custom House in Boston 
 

 Side porticos are omitted, because it is believed they destroy that beautiful 
simplicity, of style which is now in universal practice in Europe and America.  They 
would also add greatly, to the expence of the building, and render the basement story less 
useful by shutting off the light throughout their whole extent from that story. 
 
 The external form of this design is modeled from the best specimens of Grecian 
and Roman temples.  Those ancient examples of architecture have received the uniform 
approbation of the good judges of the art and been recommended by them as the best 
models for imitation.  
 
 The front on State Street is considered very important.  It is the principal entrance 
and stands on a Street which contains a large number of costly and handsome buildings. 
It has also a commanding view of Commercial Street. 
 
 The South front commands an extensive view of India Street and therefore 
requires a bold and imposing facade. The East and West elevations, though less decorated 
than those on the North and South are nevertheless extended to present chaste and 
handsome appearance. 
 
 It is supposed that the cellars will be very useful for storing heavy goods, and 
therefore it is desirable that the access to them should be easy;  For this purpose areas are 
made on each side of the building, by means of which the cellars are also well lighted. 
The large windows on each side will create a circulation of air which will effectually 
destroy the dampness unavoidable in close cellars and render this part of the building 
sufficiently dry for the storage of any kind of goods. 
 
 The steps leading to the floor of the portico on State Street are of ample length 
and breadth and in form adapted [to] 
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their situation.  They will be very easy of ascent, but for such as find them objectionable 
in this respect on account of their height three other spacious entrances are provided 
opening upon the basement floor and intersecting each other near the middle of the same 
where they meet two large flights of stairs easy of ascent, which terminate within a few 
feet of the great business room. 
 



 Hammered granite stone is the material proposed for the finish of the whole 
exterior of this building.  
 
 The plan of the principal floor exhibits the great business room, shewing its 
connection with the offices of the Collector, naval officer and Surveyor and with the 
strong room.  The longitudinal section taken through the center of the room, shews the 
order of the columns, and a section of the dome which they sustain, also the finish of the 
recesses and their ceilings.  Ventilation is amply provided for at the upper surface of the 
dome.  It is proposed that the columns and entablatures of this room be constructed of 
marble, and the dome made of bricks and plastered with stucco, but if these materials 
should be thought too expensive, wood may be used as a substitute. 
 
 The plan of the second floor contains the rooms [directly] over those of the 
collector and naval officer which  [two words missing - document torn] by a gallery 
crossing the side recesses of the [great] room, also two other rooms over the Surveyor’s 
office and the strong room.  These four rooms are well lighted and pleasantly situated and 
are intended for the [occasional] occupation of some of the clerks who are attached to the 
great business room. 
 
 The cellars and goods room of the basement story [are] intended to be vaulted 
with bricks, and the windows to be finished with iron shutters which will render these 
apartments completely fire proof.  


