
CONCORD- Tuesday, September 27, 2016 – Today, the Baker-Polito Administration officially opened the new
state-of-the-art Walden Pond Visitor Center that will welcome guests from around the world to the state reservation.
Walden Pond State Reservation, which is a National Historic Landmark, was made internationally known because of the
literary works of naturalist Henry David Thoreau.

“The new Walden Pond Visitor Center will serve as the perfect complement to the state reservation, offering visitors an
opportunity to learn about the conservation movement and be inspired by nature,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “It
is incredibly important we work together to conserve and preserve our state’s natural, cultural, and recreational
resources for future generations to enjoy and benefit from.”

“Massachusetts has always led the nation in conservation efforts, paving the path for every region within the state to
have access to state parks for children and families to explore and observe nature,” said Lieutenant Governor
Karyn Polito.“The new Walden Pond Visitor Center is another chapter within the Commonwealth’s storied history of
environmental sustainability.”

Henry David Thoreau, who wrote ‘Walden; or, Life in the Woods’, which reflects on his time spent over the course of
two years, two months, and two days in a cabin he built near Walden Pond, inspired the land conservation movement in
the United States. To this day, Walden Pond State Reservation remains a heavily used state park with a popular public
swimming beach, as well as other outdoor recreational opportunities such as hiking, boating, and fishing.

“The inspirational words of Henry David Thoreau have encouraged generations of people to not only appreciate the
natural world that surrounds them, but to conserve and protect it,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs
Secretary Matthew Beaton. “The opening of the new Walden Pond Visitor Center, which has been awaited for
decades, is the culmination of hard work and strong partnerships, and the final results that we have been able to
achieve will truly benefit the state reservation’s visitors for years to come.”

“This new visitor center is in line with the Baker-Polito administration’s capital planning goals of maintaining and
modernizing our existing assets and making targeted investments for our future,” said Administration and Finance
Secretary Kristen Lepore. “This new facility will offer greater convenience and better services for visitors to one of
New England’s most special outdoor places.”

The new Walden Pond State Reservation Visitor Center features:

5,680 net square feet, approximately two-thirds of which will be dedicated to publicly available interpretive displays
related to the life and legacy of Henry David Thoreau;

A south-facing orientation providing a wood and glass façade to maximize solar efficiency;

Superinsulation with increased roof, wall, and window values to conserve energy;

A 9 kilowatt (kW) solar hot water system;

A Variable Refrigerant Flow heat pump system;
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A low flow plumbing system to reduce water consumption; and,

A 100 kW solar canopy array in an adjacent parking lot that will generate more than enough clean renewable power
over the course of a year for the visitor center.

The Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance (DCAMM) oversaw the construction of the building and site
work, totaling $5.2 million.  Phase I of the project began in March 2015 with the installation of a new sewer force main
and septic field, and the design and construction of the solar canopy. Other site improvements include the
reconfiguration of the entry way, the creation of accessible parking and pathways, and improvements to the crosswalk
and roadway to make the area safer and more manageable for both traffic and pedestrians. Additionally, partial funding
of the project was made available through grants provided by the Department of Energy Resources (DOER).  The total
cost of the recent investments at Walden Pond are approximately $7.2 million.

“Importantly, the new Walden Pond Visitor Center incorporates zero net energy elements and is seeking LEED Gold
certification, and I am so proud that the Baker-Polito Administration continues to set an example of environmental
sustainability,” said Department of Conservation and Recreation Commissioner Leo Roy. “The visitor
center delicately balances nature and recreational opportunities, while also honoring the historic conservation movement.
Architect Maryann Thompson has designed a building of which Thoreau would be proud of.”

“The Commonwealth continues to lead by example in embracing innovative clean energy and energy efficiency
technologies when constructing new state facilities,” said Department of Energy Resources Commissioner
Judith Judson. “From the signature solar canopy to the unseen superinsulation, the new Walden Pond Visitors
Center embraces Thoreau’s vision inside and out through sustainable building practices.”

The Walden Pond State Reservation Visitor Center, will serve as the state reservation’s headquarters building, and will
contain educational exhibits focused on Thoreau and his legacy. Artifacts will be on display, interactive exhibits will be
showcased, and an introductory film of Walden Pond will be featured. Other amenities such as expanded restrooms,
drinking fountains, seating, offices for staff, a book store operated by the Thoreau Society, and meeting space will be
also be provided.

“Annually, Walden Pond attracts 500,000 people -- from local school kids to travelers from across the world,” said
State Senator Mike Barrett (D-Lexington). “The new Visitor Center will showcase the pond’s truly amazing
history.”

“This visitor center is long overdue, but was so worth the wait – it’s an incredible facility,” said State
Representative Cory Atkins (D-Concord). “Walden is a sacred spot for so many – from people around the
world, to neighbors just down the street. This visitor center is a fantastic addition to such an important place.”

Supportive, technical, and financial assistance with both the design and construction of the new Walden Pond Visitor
Center was also provided by the Walden Woods Project, the Concord Municipal Light Plant, the Thoreau Society,
Concord On Tap, the Concord Museum, and the Walden Pond Advisory Board.

“The Walden Woods Project’s collaboration with DCR will support the stewardship of Walden Pond, a National Historic
Landmark,” said Don Henley, Founder and Chairman of the Walden Woods Project. “Further, it will keep
Thoreau’s legacy alive for future generations. Visiting school groups will interact with an interpretive exhibit encouraging
them to identify their own special places; their own “Waldens.” Introductions to Thoreau’s philosophy will invite youth to
consider what constitutes good citizenship and leading a purposeful life. For hundreds of thousands of visitors (a third of
whom are international) the Visitor Center will offer avenues to reflect on some of the most compelling issues of our
time.”

“Today marks a new chapter in the 26 year history of the Walden Woods Project as our organization assumes an
important role as the “Friends of Walden Pond,” said Kathi Anderson, Executive Director of the Walden
Woods Project. “Through a partnership with DCR, the Walden Woods Project will raise funds to help care for one of



the most iconic places in the world. With the public’s support, we look forward to helping DCR serve the 500,000 people
who come to Walden each year. Visitors will be offered new interpretive services, educational programming, and an
introductory film, with Ken Burns as executive producer. We hope they leave inspired to walk in Thoreau’s footsteps.”

With the environmentally conscious features of the new visitor center, the DCR will now seek Gold certification by the
US Green Building Council LEED program, which is the industry standard for measuring building sustainability. To
receive a LEED certification, a building must meet or exceed specific environmental benchmarks for the design,
construction, operation, and maintenance of the building. Additionally, through the Massachusetts Electric Vehicle
Incentive Program (MassEVIP), which is administered by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
(MassDEP), the site includes two Level 2 dual-head charging stations for electric cars.

 

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... www.twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram.......................................... www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube........................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog..................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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