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REPORT.

In obedience to State law, and in accordance with

established usage, the School Committee present their

Annual Report.

Our school year opened with very favorable cir-

cumstances. A Teachers' Institute, commencing Mon-

day, April 8th, and continuing through the week,

was an event to us of unusual interest, and highly

enjoyed by a large and intelligent company of teach-

ers, as well as the citizens generally of this town and

vicinity. The town showed their appreciation of the

object of the gathering, by offering, in a unanimous

vote, the use of their fine Hall, warmed and lighted,

for the sittings of the Institute.

A motion was made to appropriate a sum of money
to defray necessary expenses, but this was objected

to by the friends of education, who pledged them-

selves to furnish all the bodily comforts of board, lodg-

ing and transportation, which might be needed by
the members of the Institute. Proverbially generous

and hospitable as are the people of Acton, we never

felt more sensibly their liberality than in the present

instance ; it was so cheerfully, so gladly rendered,

that their kindness was made doubly acceptable an.d

doubly valuable. The Institute was a great success.
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With the great-hearted and generous Joseph White

for presiding officer, aided by Professors Eussell, Ten-

ney, and Slocum, Eev. Mr. Northrop, Dr. Sharpe, Mr.

Philbrick, Rev. Dr. Hamlin, Hon. Henry K. Oliver,

and finally by a highly intelligent and apprehensive

audience, it could not well be otherwise.

The lectures of Prof Russell, on elocution and

training the voice, were practical and valuable.

Those of Professors Tenney and Slocum were spirited

and scientific. Mr. Northrop is always earnest and

interesting. Dr. Hamlin gave us a full and graphic

account of the government and educational system

of Turkey, speaking incidentally of the great improve-

ments introduced by the missionaries ; these being

matters which he had seen, and heard, and felt, his

facts and descriptions were highly relished by the

great company which gathered there to hear him.

Nothing, however, seemed to wake up the heart of

the whole assembly, more than the patriotic and

liberty-loving sentiments casually introduced, and

especially by Hon. H. K. Oliver, in the closing ad-

dress.

Is it not a little remarkable, that, at that very

moment, the great rebellion was breaking out in the

bombardment and burning of Fort Sumpter ? Nor

was it a less interesting fact, to this town at least,

that in this same hall, where so peacefully we had

been, day after day, listening to words of wisdom from

the lips of men whom we love and delight to honor—
there should be, on Monday, April 15th, a hasty

assembling of our brave Co. E, with their strong

hearts and ready arms, in answer to the call of the

President for men to defend the capital. Their part-
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ing words^ their passage through Baltimore^ their

reception at Washington, their occupation of the

Senate Chamber;, and all their doings in the three

months' service, are they not all written in our hearts

as well as in the chronicles of the day 1

This we may safely say; they assembled with

alacrity, marched bravely, even through bloody Bal-

timore, to the defence of the capital and the govern-

ment, performed faithfully every duty, returned in

safety, and were received with joy by a great assem-

blage of people from all the country.

We write these facts here not merely to make
record of them, but to note their influence and signi-

ficance.

We are certain the Institute had a very good effect

on all our teachers, enlarging their store of knowledge,

giving them new ideas, new or improved methods of

teaching, and more just and correct impressions of

the important work they are called on to perform.

The people generally, too, weref interested, and

their minds and hearts more thoroughly enlisted in

the cause of common school education than ever.

Nor was the call made on their liberality without its

good influence. We all found it simple truth that it

is more blessed to give than to receive. The only

complaint we heard was that there were no more to

entertain and the time so short.

Then what are we to learn from this loud call our

country makes to us for defenders in this day of her

sore trial ? Surely this : That the young men from

our common schools must mainly supply this great

demand ; that they not only make the best soldiers

the country ever saw, but can do anything else
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they set themselves about. We learn, too, that while

we live on the same continent with barbarians and

barbarian institutions, we must be prepared to defend

the cause of liberty, not with argument merely, but

with strong arms, clear heads, and brave hearts. It

was a remark frequently made by Mr. Woodbury,

that a good school had a great deal of the military

about it." So we think ; and that our military, from

the 15th of April to the present hour, is the grand

result of the common school. We fully believe the

world never saw an army rising so suddenly from the

common business of life, in which promptness of

action, quick apprehension, and ready obedience and

an ability to do anything and everything, were more

notably displayed than in the great army of young

men who have left our homes and our schools to fight

the battles of liberty.

The first public work of the committee after organ-

ization and attending the daily sittings of the Insti-

tute, was the permission given to our nine young

lady teachers to commence their schools without the

formalities of another examination. We had a life-

long acquaintance with them all, save one; knew

well of all their former success in teaching ; had seen

them constant in their attendance at the Institute,

and deeply interested in all the exercises ; for these

reasons we had great faith in their willingness and

ability to perform successfully the great work com-

mitted to them.

We considered it very fortunate that every one of

them could teach music so far as required to render

the exercises of the school-room cheerful, orderly, and

'

I
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lively. We are happy to say, that in our frequent

visits to the various schools^ we found our best hopes

and highest wishes fully realized.

The teachers were earnest, devoted and faithful

;

scholars generally attentive, diligent and obedient.

With such a state success is certain.

During the winter term three of our nine teachers

were new men. Two of them were [from Tufts Col-

lege and one a graduate of Dartmouth. The remain-

ing six were the same as last year. The schools were

all visited by the committee at least every two weeks

in the spring and fall terms ; in the winter term some

of them still more frequently. In all our visits we en-

deavored to serve the best interests of the school by
encouraging and supporting the teachers in all their

arduous labors as well as by exciting the scholars to

make a great effort to do well their part, both in their

studies and their behavior.

We will present as briefly as may be our view of

the several schools.

WEST SCHOOLS.

Alden Fuller, Esq., Local Committee.

The primary department was taught by Miss. C. E.

Mayhew, spring, fall and winter terms. She is well

known to you as a faithful and successful teacher

;

constantly improving in her methods of teaching and

power of governing her school. At the close of the

fall term she was made the recipient of a very pretty

present, showing the mutual good will existing in the

school. Her winter term exceeded in order and im-
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provement any former eflfort. During the final exami-

nation we began to note the various classes a ^^good,

etc./' but finally found that we must write them all

^^good" or ^^very good/' which we were right glad

to do.

The higher department in the spring and fall terms

was in the care of Miss Sophia S. Harris. In view

of the cause of the failure of that excellent teacher,

the gentle Miss Hersey, last year, we were fully de-

termined, that so far as in us lay, there should be a

teacher in this school who would not easily be broken

down in her government or her health.

Miss Harris, while she is an excellent teacher, is able

to govern any school we have. Her success in this

efibrt was very good. During the spring term the

old spirit of disobedience appeared very often ; was

met by gentle words and kind admonitions; these

failing, more earnest means were resorted to with

very positive good effect. The fall term was a per-

fect success. The order, interest and improvement

of the whole school was very satisfactory. The last

day showed the work of the term in a very pleasant

manner. Among the exercises deserving particular

notice were those of the first grammar class, physi-

ology and the various compositions, especially the

valedictory. The whole affair finally closed with the

presentation to the teacher of some valuable and ap-

propriate presents by the scholars, tokens of their

kind regards and warm good wishes.

The higher school in winter was taught by Mr. A.

C. Fish, of Wisconsin. He came here with the best

recommendations, and proved by his success that he

well deserved them. His government was efiicient,

his motto being, Do right/' thus appealing at once
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to the better feelings of the entire school. He had,

too, a motto for daily work and universal application,

^^I paddle my own canoe;" thus teaching by the re-

frain of the old song, self-reliance, the necessity of a

continual effort with every one to do his own work

in order to strengthen his own hands, and to make

vigorous, clear, and capable, his own mind. The full

success of this manner of teaching was seen in every

day's work by those visiting the school during term

time, and some of the best results were shown to the

great company assembled in Kobinson's Hall, at the

close of school. These exercises were all good, and

the large audience were well pleased with the school,

and with the teacher especially. Where every effort

is successful, it is a delicate matter to specify.

Among the declamations, we were most pleased

with that of young Holman. The singing showed

good taste, both in selection and execution. The In-

dependent, read by Miss Huggins and Miss Whitney,

containing the compositions of the school, displayed

earnest thinking and good writing.

An interesting performance was the public notice

of those who had not been absent or tardy, or who were

for other reasons scholars of merit, by the giving to

each a beautiful book, presented by the teacher. The

exercises were pleasantly closed by some eloquent

and appropriate remarks by the teacher, and a part-

ing song by the school.

2
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SOUTH SCHOOLS.

Emerson F. Fuller, Local Committee.

The Primary School for the year was taught by

Miss L. C. Faulkner. She is one of our very best

teachers. Those who wish to know her real worth

must see her, as we have, moving around in her school^

a guardian angel; ever faithful and always correct in

all her teachings, giving her heart and soul for the

good of the school, and so becoming life and soul to

them all. Her effort has been a daily success in each

of the three terms. It was always pleasant, when
wearied or discouraged, to drop into this school ; it

makes life look all fresh again.

The examination at the close of the fall term was

a great day with the school and the crowd of inter-

ested visitors who filled the school-room. The lessons

in arithmetic and geography, and the reading and

spelling, were excellent ; the speaking and singing

select and well done.

The winter term, however, was the crowning effort.

The order, progress, and general character of the

school, was all that we could ask.

At the examination every effort was successful.

The reading, recitations in geography, arithmetic,

and grammar, would have been called good any-

where ; while the speaking and singing showed good

taste, correct teaching, and long and patient practice.

The higher school was placed in care of Miss M.

C. Harris. She is well known in town as a teacher,

having had charge of five of our schools, and has

made teaching a business for some years. It is no

mean praise to say that Miss H. was able to keep the



11

school up to the high rank at which it has stood un-

der former teachers.

The school is large^ and numbers among its mem-

bers many excellent scholars, who are striving to fit

themselves for stations of usefulness in future life.

Such scholars have a happy influence on their associ-

ates, giving tone and character to all around them.

This school, like every other in town, partook largely

of the spirit of the times. Marching and running,

military exercise and martial music banished entirely

the bat and ball and every other boyish play. We
were glad to see more training of muscle, strengthen-

ing of bone, connected with our schools ; for on health

and strength, and good development of body, depend

in a great degree all our mental power and usefulness.

When the true and proper use of bodily exercise is

better understood and practised, then we may confi-

dently look for the perfection of health and vigor,

both of body and mind.

The examination was a pleasant affair. The read-

ing, exercises in arithmetic and grammar, and the

recitation in history, were all very good. Speaking

of select pieces, and the singing, showed skill, taste,

and tenderness, especially in allusion to those " not

lost, but gone before."

The higher department, in winter, was placed in

charge of Mr. F. C. Nash, of Tufts College. We were

well pleased with this young man, and were always

happy to witness his energy, spirit, and kindness, in

school, as well as the loving, obedient, and respectful

manner of all the larger portion of the scholars. This

teacher labored faithfully and perseveringly, not mere-
ly during school hours, but at all times where he could
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aid in the progress and increase the interest of his

pupils in the business before them; holding weekly

meetings for spelling, speaking, reading, and correct-

ing compositions, etc.

The examination was an honest display of the exact

state of the school. While there was an abundance

of blundering among the smaller scholars, the larger

divisions appeared remarkably well. Classes in read-

ing, grammar, and philosophy, merit distinct and ap*-

proving notice. Some of the declamations were good.

The compositions read by the writers were short and

pithy, full of good thoughts, well expressed and evi-

dently original, speaking clearly and earnestly on sub-

jects in which the writers were personally interested.

The closing performance was the presentation to

the teacher of a heavy gold pencil, by Miss Minerva

Shattuck, in behalf of the school. It was a tasteful

and significant gift, speaking clearly of the thought-

ful love of the school for a kind and faithful teacher.

NORTH SCHOOL.

James Keyes, Jr., Local Committee.

Mr. Keyes placed Miss M. J. Harris in this school

for the spring and fall terms. She is a teacher of

good experience, has always been successful in her

schools, both in her government and instruction.

This is a small school, and one in which it is difficult

to maintain that life and spirit so absolutely neces-

sary to great success. There were some very prom-

ising scholars in school, and for the comfort of the

teacher and the good of the school, we were very glad
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there were. The teacher's work is sufficiently diffi-

cult and trying with good material ; without it, no

one can know a teacher's discouragement and anxiety

but by making the experiment. Miss H. labored

constantly, faithfully, and with good success
;

for, as

we have often had occasion to say, success in school

is the result of labor, persistent and well-directed

labor. Our great regret in connection with this

school was, that there were no more partakers of its

benefits.

The winter school was taught by Mr. Peck, the

teacher of last year. He is everything in school

but just master
;
pleasant and polite in his manner

;

clear, methodical, and correct in all his teachings, his

success would have been great and certain but for this

one defect. We believe it was not because he did not

possess the power of government, but that he did not

fully realize the necessity for using it. There are

many good scholars in this district, and while they

must have been annoyed by the easy state of things

around|them, performed their parts exceedingly well.

The class in the higher arithmetic and in grammar

made good progress. The compositions were well

written and well read.

SOUTH-EAST SCHOOL.

William A. Wilde, Committee,

Miss Nellie J. Fletcher, of this district, was em-

ployed to teach this school. Her success in her efforts

last year gave promise of a good school this season.
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The school always appeared well when visited was

quiet, orderly, and studious. Under the gentle but

effective rule of this teacher, everything seemed to

move on day by day smoothly and happily. There

was no dash or display, but a steady and regular

effort to accomplish the true mission of the school.

The order, improvement, and general character of the

school were very commendable. The examination

was well attended by parents and others, and gave,

at a glance, the pleasant result of a happy school.

We noticed especially the reading and grammar, the

singing and compositions. In both these last exer-

cises, one who had suddenly left them, with the dew
of his childhood yet fresh upon him, was tenderly

remembered.

The winter term was commenced by Mr. Wiggin,

a graduate of Dartmouth. We were well pleased

with his manner of managing a school, with the thor-

oughness and precision of his instructions, and we
think it is equally true that the school all hold him

in high esteem for his efforts among them. We had

the most pleasant anticipations of his entire success.

Indeed we expected this school would stand far higher

than ever, and equal if not exceed the best in town.

But in week the teacher vanished, and the

school came to a sudden and untimely end.

CENTEE SCHOOLS.

The higher department of the spring and fall terms

was placed in care of Miss S. A. Dole. She is weU
and favorably known as a teacher in this district.

She entered the school with spirit and hope; pursued
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her course earnestly and faithfully; and though she

did not give perfect satisfaction to every one, deserves

much praise for her long-continued labor and well-

directed efforts in her school.

The final examination was very pleasant, showing

good improvement in all the various studies pursued

during the term; satisfying the large company of

visitors that this had been a happy and prosperous

school.

The Primary School was taught by Miss Clara

Wetherbee during the year.

She has the very desirable power of maintaining

order among her little folks, and at the same time

keeping wide awake their interest in the real business

before them. This faculty of pleasant government

and its good results were the most notable features

of the school.

The examination at the close of the fall term was

largely attended by parents and friends, who wit-

nessed the performances of the school with great in-

terest and hearty approval.

The winter term was a happy repetition of her

former efforts. The same cheerful energy, patient

labor, and constant effort, which gave character to

the summer terms, were here seen every day. Good
order and general improvement were quite commend-

able. We notice in particular the grammar class, the

recitations and the singing. The greatest satisfaction

was felt and expressed by visitors most deeply inter-

ested in the school.

The higher department of the winter school was
placed in care of L. Conant, Jr., the efficient teacher

of last year. We have had occasion to say many
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good things of this teacher, and could say still more,

were any words of ours needful to inform the town

of the manifold labors and abundant success of this

our highly favored citizen. His history is written in

something better and more enduring than a school

report— in the minds and hearts of grateful pupils

and thankful parents.

For these many years he has done in our schools

important and enduring labor. The government and

instruction in this school were of the most correct,

energetic, and efficient character. No error or mis-

take, however slight, was suffered to pass yithout due

notice by the teacher. He went on the great fact,

that all scholars, the moment they enter the school

expect to be governed, and if need be, punished
;
they

expect, too, to be required to do their whole duty in

regard to study as well as behavior. E-ven good

scholars need looking after. Franklin says, " The eye

of the master doth more work than both his hands."

This is a general fact, and as applicable to the school-

room as to the workshop or the farm. The teacher

who fails to understand the demands of the times in

regard to the maintenance of vigorous discipline, will

find that he is rapidly losing the love and respect of

his school and community, while all he will gain will

be their pity or their contempt.

We introduce here, for the benefit of those who do

not visit the schools, the work of a single day and of

every day in Mr. Conant's school.

DAILY ORDER OF EXERCISES IN THE CENTRE SCHOOL,
Winter Term.

Reading in Testament, two verses read by each scholar.

Second Class in Written Arithmetic.
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Second Class in Reading and Spelling.

Third Class in Reading and Spelling.

RECESS.

Fourth Class in Reading and Spelling.

Class in History of United States.

Class in Elements of Grammar and Analysis.

First Class in Grammar.

Second Class in Analysis and Parsing.

AFTERNOON.

First Class in Analysis.

First Class in Reading and Spelling.

Second Class in Primary Geography.

First Class in Primary Geography.

Class in Grammar School Geography.

RECESS.

Class in Algebra.

Class in Primary Arithmetic.

Second Class in Mental Arithmetic. -

First Class in Mental Arithmetic.

Third Class in Written Arithmetic.

First Class in Written Arithmetic.

(This recitation was usually heard after school hours.)

It will be seen in a moment that here is work to

thing from morning till night went on like clock-

work. No sooner was one class retiring from recita-

tions, than the next would be seen advancing lightly

and actively to take their places. There was no aim-

less talk, but every word of the teacher went straight

to the point. In reading, errors of pronunciation,

accent, or inflection, were instantly and sharply cor-

rected. Errors in grammar were not overlooked;

double negatives, disagreement of the verb with its

nominative, and the use of "done" for did, received

especial attention.

3
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The examination, though it happened on a most

inclement day, called out as many visitors as the

house would hold. The whole company were highly

gratified by the thoroughness with which everything

was done. Every class and every scholar appeared

before us, all striving in real earnest to do their best

;

and we are glad to say they all did well and most of

them very well. Good progress was made in all the

studies pursued ; in reading, spelling, and grammar,

the improvement was most marked and satisfactory.

The school, take it altogether, was one of unusual

excellence, and teacher and scholars merited and

received the highest commendation.

The scholars themselves got up some pretty songs

and some very appropriate declamations, which gave

a pleasant variety to the examination ; but the main

labor of the teacher—and it was very great—was

spent on the common and useful branches of an every

day education.

EAST SCHOOL.

James E. Billings, Local Committee,

Miss Susan A. Davis has had the charge of this

school for some years. She has established a character

for faithfulness, energy, and enduring patience, of the

most desirable order. Few teachers are so generally

loved and trusted both by parents and scholars.

When a teacher is seen every day performing her

important duties with an abiding feeling of responsi-

bility, not to her employers merely, but to the higher
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powers as well, every one bestows on her their respect

and confidence. A teacher having this manifest ap-

proval of the people and of her own heart, is in a

condition which enables her to do great service in

her school, both to mind and body, morals and man-

ners of her pupils.

This work was done, and well done, by this teacher.

The whole course of the school, and especially the fall

examination, showed excellent progress in study and

development of mind, which were very pleasing to a

large company of visitors.

The winter term opened with this teacher at her

post of duty, as ready and fresh for her work as if

this were her first efibrt. She managed her large

school with care and prudence, and at the time with

a, decision and energy which never faltered. The

results, as we saw them every few days, were of the

most pleasant character.

The school was respectful, orderly, and studious,

deserving the approbation of the committee and the

thanks of the district.

The examination was very fully attended. Parents

^nd other visitors were much pleased with the exer-

cises, the order and good appearance of the pupils.

Indeed they might well be proud of their school.

Thoroughly interested parents cooperating with an

efficient and devoted teacher will make a good school,

even in a small, old, and inconvenient house. This

school was never in a better state than at the present

moment, which, considering its uniform good standing

for many years, we consider high praise of this young
lady teacher, and yet no more than she richly deserves.

We have thus endeavored to give the town a very
brief account of the several schools.
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Of our own doings we shall say but little. They

are already recorded. Our aim has ever been to sup-

port and encourage the teachers ; to give all proper

and needful aid in government and in all their efforts

to keep the school in good working order, leaving

details and execution entirely in the hands of the

person in charge. We have always ventured earnest-

ly to suggest the great propriety of teaching the use-

ful rather than ornamental, the common rather than

the higher studies, and of these we have more partic-

ularly insisted on the most systematic and thorough

training in reading, spelling, and practical grammar.

A perfect acquaintance with these is absolutely nec-

essary, even to a decent education.

The proposition to have a new school-house in the

West District has been warmly advocated. There are

some objections. If we build a new house there, we
must do the same thing at the South and in the Centre,

for the accomodations are about the same at each

place y and more than this, if a change of house is

really needed in any district, it is in the East. Their

house is more worn, smaller and more inconvenient*

in proportion to the number of scholars than any

other in town ; and finally, with our resources very

much diminished and our expenses heavily increased

by this grievous war, it seems to us very desirable no

outlays of money, except those which are called for

by absolute necessity, should be made at least for the

present.

The school-houses should be kept in good repair,

and made as comfortable as possible. This is good

economy and good policy. The better the condition
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of our houses are the less will they be abused and

defaced. The more comfortable and healthful they

are, so much the more can be done in study and vig-

orous thinking ; for earnest and profitable study can

well be done only when the laws of health are per-

fectly obeyed.

If it is not thought too great an outlay in these

hard times we would earnestly suggest the propriety

of discarding at once the old box stoves and sub-

stituting Chilson's cast iron ventilating stove. We
advocate this all the more readily because we have

had for some years on most of our houses half a ven-

tilator; the upper and more expensive half, but no

provision for admitting pure vital air from the abun-

dant supply in the outer world. It will be seen at

once that our ventilators have been about as useful' as

an old bachelor or half a pair of scissors ; we hope the

town will think best to add the other half, making the

whole affair healthful and perfect.

In view of the possibility that State aid may fail

us in these war times, we hope the town will do their

best in providing the means of carrying on our

schools the coming year ; for although it is a time of

trial and suffering, it is no time to abate our interest

in the cause of universal education. It is no time to

cripple the energies and diminish the usefulness of

the schools for the whole people. If they ever need-

ed it, they especially need fostering now, while the

attention and the heart of the people are absorbed

in other matters.

Present welfare and the future honor of our town
depend in great measure on the success of our efforts

in the diffusion of knowledge.
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Inasmuch as the present rebellion, which shakes

the country to its deep foundations, is the offspring

of ignorance and wickedness, it must be met and

overcome by intelligence and virtue.

We feel certain the town will forgive our frequent

allusions to the war now raging, when they remem-

ber that all we see, or hear, or read, speaks to us of

its sad work
;
warning us with an earnest voice to be

ready for any and every emergency
;
especially when

we miss so many familiar faces from almost every

school, and feel that even now they may be engaged

in the deadly strife of battle. We could never be

reconciled to this state of things were it not for

the bright hope that universal freedom is to be the

grand and final result.

HARRIS COWDREY,

For the Oommittee,
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EXPENSES OF THE SOUTH SCHOOL.

South Acton, Feb. 21, 1862.

Amount received from Town Treasurer, $370 84

Balance on hand from last year, 6 18

$377 02

SPRING TERM.

Miss Martha Harris, 10 wks., at $4 75 per wk., $47 50

" Charlotte C. Faulkner 9 weeks, at $4 00, 36 00

FALL TERM.

" Martha Harris, 10 weeks, $4 75, 47 50
" Charlotte C. Faulkner, 10 weeks, $4 00, 40 00

WINTER TERM.

Mr. F. C. Nash, 11 weeks, at $10 00 per week, 110 00

Miss Charlotte C. Faulkner, 11 weeks, $4 75, 52 25

$333 25

Paid for wood, 28 13

" building fires and sweeping house, 3 00
" washing house, 1 35
" 2 chairs, 2 brooms, 1 50

" lock, pails, and chalk, 1 15

" team to town, 50

$377 02 $368 88
368 88

Balance due the District, $8 14

E. Fuller.
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CENTRE SCHOOL.

Appropriation, $370 85

Received of J. Blodget, 90

$371 75

Paid for wood, 23 00
" Clara Wetherbee, teaching 20 weeks, 75 00

S. A. Dole, " 20 " 92 50

L. Conant, Jr., 12 weeks, winter term, 120 00

" Clara Wetherbee, winter term, 48 00

" care of the house, building fires, etc., 6 78

$365 28
Balance in my hands, $6 47

Harris Cowdeey.

SOUTH EAST SCHOOL.

March 15, 1862.

Length of School, Summer and Fall, each 12 weeks.

" " " Winter, 11 weeks and 4 days.

Money left over last year, $20 96

Received from Town, 220 00

$240 96

Paid Teachers' Salary, 226 19

" for wood, 8 50

Making fires, 3 00

Cleaning house, 1 12

Repairs on house, chalk, dipper, and broom, 1 55

$240 36

Leaving a balance of 60 cents over.

W. A. Wilde.
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EAST SCHOOL.

Paid Miss S. A. Davis, Spring Term, 10 wks.,

$4 75, $47 50
" Miss S. A. Davis, Fall Term, 13 weeks.

$4 75, 61 75
Ik IT* A "1~V • TXT* I m t

Miss S. A. Davis, Winter Term, 16 wks.,

$6 50, 104 00

For wood. 23 05
" building fire. 2 00

washing house, 1 25
" window curtains, in

broom, 30
" pan. 20

cnaiK,

" 2 dippers, 10
" glass and setting, 60

repairing lock and key, 50

$242 56

Beceived of the Town, $220 00

Balance in Committee's hands last year. 29 94

249 94

242 56

Balance in Committee's hands. 7 38

James E. Billings.

WEST SCHOOL.

Appropriation,

July 13, 1862.

$370 85
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SPRING TERM.

Paid Miss Sophia Harris, for 10 weeks, at

$5 00, $50 00
" Miss Mayhew, for 10 weeks, at $4 00, 40 00

FALL TERM.

" Miss Harris, for 10 weeks, at $5 00, $50 00
" Miss Mayhew, for 10 weeks, at $4 00, 40 00

WINTER TERM.

" A. C. Fish, for 11 weeks at $10 00, $110 00
" Miss Mayhew, for 11 weeks at $4 50, 49 50
" Isaac Eeed, for wood, 16 75
" for making fires, 4 00
" for chalk, 25
" for washing floors, 1 50

" for 3 tin dippers, 36
" for 5 brooms, 1 25

$363 61

Leaving in my hands, 7 24

Alden Fuller.

NOETH DISTRICT.

Appropriation, $220 03

Paid for 2 1-2 cords wood, 11 25
" for sawing " 2 81

" Jennie M. Harris, for 18 weeks, 81 00

" L. V. N. Peck, for 3 months, 120 00

" for building fires, 2 00

217 06 $217 06

Balance, $2 97

James Keyes, Committee,
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STATISTICAL TABLE FOE 1861-62.

Districts, NAMES OF TEACHERS.

Length

of

School

in

months.

1

1

Wages

per

month.

1

Amount

of

Wages.

Whole

No.

of

Scholars.

Average

No.

of

Scholars.

No.

over

15

years

of

age.

|

No.

under

5.

|

No.

of

Visitors

at

Exam-

ination.

Not

absent

or

tardy.

|

SPRING.

Centre,

West,

South,

East,

S. East,

North,

1

1

]

S. Augusta Dole,

Clara Wetherbee,
Sophia Harris,

Carrie E. Mayhew,
Martha C. Harris,

^ Lottie C. Faulkner,
S. Augusta Davis,

Nellie J. Fletcher,

Jennie M. Harris,

2^

H

O 1

H
3

2h

$19.00
15.00

20.00

16.00

19.00

16.00

19.00

18.00

19.00

$47.50
37.50

50.00

40.00

47.50
36.00

61.75

54.00

47.50

36

37

36

46
49
46
34
39

32

31

35

31

35
40
34

29

32
26

1

0

1

0

1

0

0

1

1

0

3

0

5

0

9

1

0

2

00
00
00
00
00
00

00

00

00

11

12

4
1

9

9

1

11

7

$161.00 $421.75 335 293 5 20

FALL.

Centre,

West,

South

East,

S. East,

iN onXI,

1

]

' S. Augusta Dole,

Clara Wetherbee,
Sophia Harris,

Carrie E. Mayhew,
Martha C. Harris,

Lottie C. Faulkner,
S. Augusta Davis,
Nellie J. Fletcher,

Jennie M. Harris,

2h
2^

2h
2h

2i

2h
3

2

$18.00
15.00

20.00

16.00

19.00

16.00

19.00

18.00

19.00

$45.00
37-50

50.00

40.00

47.50
40.00

47.50

54.00

38.00

33
38

38

53

47
47
38
40
31

28
35

31

47
39

37

32
36
25

3

0

1

0

2

0

1

1

1

0

0

0

6

0

4

3

0

3

40
50

50
40
50
25

20

9

8

4
5

5

12

1

6

6

22i $160.00 $399.50 366 310 9 16

•WINTER.

Centre,

West,
OOU.T/11,

East,
S East

North,

Luther Conant,
A. Crosby Fish,

Fred. C. Nash,
S. Augusta Davis,
Geo. T. Wiggin,
L. V. N. Peck,

Si
21
21
4

3

3

$40.00
40.00

40.00
26.00

40.00

40.00

$120.00
110.00
110.00
104.00

120.00

120.00

54
57
52
37
39

45

50
55
46
32

40

21

15

4

18

0

0

1

2

30

200
25

60

40

12

7
1

2.

I8h $226.00 $684.00 284 223 08 3

'WINTER PRIMARY.

Centre,
South,
West,

Clara Wetherbee,
Lottie E. Faulkner,
Carrie E. Mayhcw,

3

21
21

16.00

18.00

18.00

$48.00
49.50

49,50

41
52
49

36
44
40

0 20
60

80

5

7
9

sh $52.00 $147.10 142120



TO¥I CLEM'S EEPORT.

In obedience to a vote of the town, the following

report is subjoined. It will be seen that all the

details which by law are required to be collected and

recorded by the Town Clerk, have not been given.

Perhaps it would be improper to do so.

Such items as are of general interest, it is believed,

will be found embodied therein. In this connection,

the attention of those upon whom the responsibility

rests, is called to the importance of having asfulland

perfect returns of all Births, Deaths, and Marriages,

that occur in town, as possible, that our records may
be reliable and complete.

Persons noticing any errors or omissions, will con-

fer a favor by giving notice thereof to the Clerk.

BIRTHS IN ACTON IN 1861.

A son to Orra and Catherine Boncey.

Carrie Etta, daughter of Aaron C. and Harriet

Handley.

Carrie Evelyn, daughter of Edwin and Mary

Fletcher.

Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of John and Eliza A.

Phillips.

Daniel, son of Dennis and Betsey Shehan.

Cora, daughter of Frederick and Sarah Bouil-

lard.

Jan'y 7,—
" 9,

" 11,

16,

« 21,

" 31,
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Feb. 16, Albert L. Brooks, son of Henry and Harriet E.

Brooks.

18, Charles Ellis, son of Charles and Percis P. Eob-

inson.

" 25, Albert P., son of Simon and Nancy D. Robbins.

" 26, A son to Andrew and Eliza Hapgood.

Mar. 16, Lottie Evelina, daughter of Reuben and Caro-

line M. Handley.

" 17, Harry Y., son of Varnum and Sarah L. Tuttle.

" 18, In Townsend, Geo. P., son of Varnum B. and

D. Elizabeth Mead.

Edgar Henry, son of Enoch and Emeline Hall.

Milton Lewis, son of Thomas and Martha Tay-

lor.

12, Usher Jones, son of Francis and Charlotte L.

Brown.

29, A son to Reuben and Lydia Green.

May 4, Loretta Tuttle, daughter of John E. and Emma
E. Hosmer.

" 5, Fred Augustus, son of Augustus and Carrie A.

Hosmer.

5, Charles Eddy, son of George "W. and Caroline

B. Bradford.

16, James William, son of James and Joanna Ogle.

22, David Thomas, son of Richard and Eliza Kins-

ley.

June 15, John, son of Daniel and Elizabeth Jane Mur-

phy.

" 17, Pierce, son of John and Eliza Powers.

July 17, Mary, daughter of Michael and Ellen Phalen.

" 25, George Leonard, son of David W. and Harriet

Hosmer.
" 26, Cordelia Elizabeth, daughter of Joel F. and

Sarah E. Haywood.

Aug. 7, Michael, son of John and Julia McCarthy.

" 13, Mary Helen, daughter of James and Margaret

Todd.
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Aug. 25, Frank Ellsworth, son of George M. and Char-

lotte Maria Pike.

Sept. 17, Ellen Elizabeth, daughter of Martin B. and Hen-

rietta Moore.

IT, A son to Henry and Adeline Haynes.

" 17, Mary Spaulding, daughter of Elisha H. and

Mary E. Cutler.

Oct. 8, A son to Gilbert T. and Sarah A. Webber.

26, Albert, son of Thomas and Maria Eussell.

Nov. 1, Margaret, daughter of Thomas and Mary Ann
Dane.

" 9, Harriet Eliza, daughter of John and Laura A.

Johnston.

16, Rosanna, daughter of Marian and Rosa Miner.

Dec. 4, Bernard, son of Michael and Margaret Harring-

ton.

25 males, and 14 females.

Total 39.

MARRIAGES RECORDED IN 1861.

Date of Marriage Names of the Parties.

1. Jan. 20— William E. Newton of Marlborough, and

Nellie A. Wheeler of Acton.

2. Feb. 13— Elias E. Haynes and Abby E. Wright, both

of Concord.

3. Feb. 21 — Asaph Parlin, Jr., and Candace M. Pike, both

of Acton.

4. Feb. 24— Joseph F. Carr of Acton, and Emerline M.
Pierce of Jaffrey, N. H.

5. April 7— T. Frederick Noyes and Sarah C. Livermore,

both of Acton.

6. May 2 — William E. Stearns and Carrie E. Lothrop,

both of Acton.

7. May 8 — James Miller of Sutton, C. E., and Ann
Maria Craven of Sudbury.

r
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8. May 24— Winthrop E. Wood and Lydia Ann Bruce,

both of Acton.

9. June 19—James L. Parker of Acton, and Frances Em-
eline Goding of Sudbury.

10. July S — Calvin Cummings and Eliza A. Brown, both

of Acton.

11. Aug. 2 — Gustavus D. Pike of Topsfield, and Sarah

Jane Tuttle of Acton.

12. Aug, 22—George A. Faxon and Minnie C. Ingalls,both

of Boston.

13. Sept. 1— Samuel Patch, Jr., of "Weston, and Elizabeth

Jane Noyes of Concord.

14. Oct. 11 — David W. Hapgood of Boston, and Ann M.
Stockwell of Acton.

15. Oct. 13 — Albert T. Edmonds and Sarah A. Sawyer,

both of Acton.

16. Oct. 20— Daniel F. Tarbell of Acton, and Georgiana

Saunders of Sudbury.

17. Nov. 7 — Levi Wetherbee and Mrs. Abigail Chafiin,

both of Acton.

18. Dec. 3 — Solomon Fletcher of Groton, and Mary Sophia

Phillips of Acton.

19. Dec. 8 — Charles H. Tuttle of Boston, and Loretta

Tuttle of Acton.

DEATHS IN 1861.
Date of Death.

Jan'y 2 — Mrs. Eunice Conant, wife of Abraham Conant,

Esq., aged 67 years.

Feb'y 16— Hattie Skinner, daughter of Benjamin and Sarah

Skinner, aged 5 years.

" 17— Aaron, son of Charles and Ann Wheeler, aged

2 years 2 months.

" 22— Dolly Smith, widow of Ebenezer Smith, aged 90

years.
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March 1 — Caroline F. Wheeler, daughter of Jona and Mary
A. Wheeler, aged 20 years.

10— Mrs. Betsy Brown, widow of Nath'l G. Brown,

aged 77 years.

16— Charles A. Faulkner, son of Winthrop E. and

Martha A. Faulkner, aged 18 years.

" 18— Lucy Oliver, widow of Abijah Oliver, aged 83

years.

April 11— Calvin F. Piper, son of Calvin W. and Dolly M.
Piper, aged 6 years.

tc 23— Captain Silas Jones, son of Aaron Jones, aged 74

years.

«f 14— Lena, daughter of Christine and Louisa Her-

mann, aged 2 years.

May 6— Mr. Edward Wetherbee, senior, aged 79 years,

« 22— Mr. Jedediah Tuttle, aged 76 years.

" 24:— John W. Schouler, son of William and Elizabeth

Schouler, aged 2 years.

« 30— William A Schouler, son of William and Susan

Schouler, aged 10 years.

June 4— Edson H., son of Henry and Louisa Barker,

aged 1 year.

<f 12— Mrs. Louisa W. Adams, wife of Nathaniel S.

Adams, aged 48 years.

" 12— Mrs. Clarinda B. Pickens, wife of Bradford

Pickens, aged 31 years.

t( 16— Margaret ConoUy, daughter of Patrick and Kate

ConoUy, aged 3 years.

(( g4— Kate ConoUy, daughter of Patrick and ' Kate

Conolly, aged 17 years 6 months.

July 2S — Ann Conolly, daughter of Patrick and Kate Con

oily, aged 5 years.

Aug't 20— Abraham Conant, Esq., aged 77 years 10 mos.

" 21 — Mr. Joel Wright, aged 68 years 1 month.

« 24— Koscoe P. Walker, son of Samuel and Harriet

Walker, aged 10 years.
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Aug. 28— Francis T. Robbins, son of Francis and Nancy

Bobbins, aged 9 years

Sept'r 9— Harry V., son of Varnum and Sarah L. Tuttle,

aged 5 months.

" 12— Mrs. Abby K. Farnum, daughter of Jonas K. and

Phebe Putney, aged 29 years.

" 13— Mr. Emery P. Smith, aged 29 years 6 months.

" 17— Miss Jennie M. Keith, aged 19 years 1 month.

19— Sargent W, Adams, son of Nathaniel S. and

Lucy W. Adams, aged 22 years.

19— E. Lucian Eobbins, son of Silly and Joanna Rob-

bins, aged 22 years.

Oct'r 1— Mr. Lemuel Hildreth, (a native of "Westford),

aged 80 years.

26— Albert F., son of Simon and Nancy D. Robbins,

aged 8 months.

" 2*7— John Hannon, son of Michael and Mary Hannon,

aged 7 years.

Nov'r 1 — Atwood Mortimer, son of Alonzo L. and Eleanor

Tuttle, aged 3 years 9 months.

" 30— Augustus Hosmer, son of Samuel Hosmer of

Harvard, aged 28 years.

Total, - - - - . - 36

WM. D. TUTTLE, Town Clerk.

5



SELECTMEN'S REPOET,
FROM

FEBRUARY 26, 1861, TO FEBRUARY 26, 1862.

RECEIPTS. $7321 49

EXPENDITURES.

SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.

Paid James Keyes for N. East School, $220 00

James E. Billings, for East School, 220 00

W. A. Wilde, for. S. East School, 220 00

Dr. H. Cowdrey, for Centre School, 370 85

A. Fuller, for West School, 370 85

E. F. Fuller, for South School, 370 84

$1772 54

REPAIRS ON SCHOOL HOUSES.

Paid Jas. Keyes, Jr., for repairs on North

school house. $2 00

G. T. Webber, for stove pipe for the

South school house in 1860, 3 06

Do., for stove and pipe for the South

East school house. 18 74

Eben Davis, for repairs on East school

house. 2 00

A. Fuller, for repairs on West school

house. 3 15

F. Dwight, for labor and material for

South school house, in April, 1861, 5 28

Do., do., in Sept. and Dec, 9 38

$43 61
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SCHOOL BOOKS, FEINTING, Em

Paid for printing report of school commit-

tee for '60, '61, $2S 00

Dr. H. Cowdrey, for school books for

the year '60, 30 00

W. D. Tuttle, for printing and re-

cording by-laws, 4 00

J. Tuttle & Co., for order book, 1 87

B. Tolman, for printing town warrants, 8 50

selectmen's rep't, '61, 7 50
" overseer's do., '61, 4 00

Dr. Cowdrey, for examining teachers,

superintending schools, and writing

report for '60, '61, 60 00

D. Wetherbee, for tax book, 4 00

W. D. Tuttle, express and postage on

books, 2 91

B. Tolman, printing notices, 1 25

" " warrant for town

meeting, 1 50

$153 53

REPAIES ON TOWN BUILDINGS, Etc.

Paid J. M. Wright, 4 1-2 days' labor re-

pairing buildings on town farm, $6 75

Windows and lumber for same, 1 80

J. M. Wright, new hearse house, 125 00

Windows and blinds for same, 6 00

T. G. F. Jones, painting flag-staff and

railing around the monument, 6 08

A. & 0. W. Mead, 7 M. shingles for

the town farm buildings, 21 00

Geo. H, Harris, oiling railing in town hall, 25

' $166 88
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ABATEMENT AND DISCOUNT ON TAXES.

Paid W. E. Conant, abatement on taxes/60, $ 18 90

" " discount on taxes, 248 14

EOADS AND BRIDGES.

Paid J. W. Livermore, breaking roads, '61, $3 00

Nathan Brooks, 52 hours, 6 50

Daniel Fletcher, 342 " " " 42 75

Samuel Hosmer, 59 " " 7 37

L. W. Piper, 61 " « " 7 62

A. L. Tuttle, 198 24 75

Moses Hayward, 135 " " 16 86

Geo. C. AVright, 264 « 33 00

A. A. Tuttle, 108 " " 13 50

J. W. Teel, 157 « 19 62

Charles Wheeler, 44 " 5 50

E. C. Parker, 32 hours' breaking roads, 4 00

Henry Brooks, 106 " " 13 25

Chas. Tuttle, 201 " « « 25 12

Thomas Taylor, 18 " 2 25

W. H. Reed, 10 " " " 1 25

A. S. Fletcher, « 80

J. W. Wheeler, 22 " " 2 75

Francis Kinsley, sluice in road near

D. Wetherbee's, '56, 6 00

Francis Kinsley, interest on same, 1 89
" building road in S.

Acton, 111 00

Henry Haynes, repairs on roads, 1859,

'60, 3 50

Martin Pike, repairs on road near

Robbins' mill, 14 75

D. Harris, repairs and railing bridge

near do., 8 00

Amount carriedforimrd,

$267 04
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Amount broughtforward, $S15 03

H. Brooks, repairs on road near J.

Whitney's, 8 00

Carles Tuttle, repairs on road near

town farm, 12 12

Daniel Fletcher, stone and work on

bridge near the powder mill, 73 S2

Do., repairs on bridge near Dwight's

factory, 2 00

G. "W. Gates, lumber for powder mill

bridge, 29 39

Cyrus Fletcher, lumber and work on

do., 52 41

Geo. L. Prescott, lumber, do., 21 21

1858, 1 89

A. A. Tuttle, repairs on road near E.

C. Brown's, 7 62

E. Davis, railing bridge near L. Davis', 5 00
" repairs on bridge near A.

Chaffin's, 5 00

M. Hannon, grading S. Acton and

Assabet road, 61 00

George Conant, gravel for same, 18 00

Town of Westford, running line and

setting stone post between West-

ford and Acton, 63

Do., between Carlisle and Acton, 2 40

Setting stone posts between Littleton

and Acton, 1 28

S. Fletcher, stone posts for new r'd, 1 60
" " town line, 3 00

railing on Dwight bridge, 75(( (C
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APPROPKIATION FOR SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES.

Paid W. E. Faulkner, for Acton Davis

Guards, $20S 70

W. E. Faulkner, for families of do., 220 15

A. Fuller, reception of do., 334 15

Z. Taylor, for soldier's families, 1039 86

Horace Tuttle,for carrying 23 soldiers

to Lowell on the 16th April, '61, 11 50

$1809 36

SUPPORT OF POOR.

Paid Daniel Tuttle, for support of poor,

'60, '61, $171 00

W. F. Conant, balance as per over-

seers' report, '61, 39 37

TOWN OFFICERS.

$210 37

Paid D.W. Tuttle, services as town clerk, $15 00
" collecting and record'g

41 births, 8 20
" recording 42 deaths, 6 20

« " 19 marrriages, 1 90

" issuing 4 dog licenses, 40

Zoheth Taylor, services as selectman, 20 00
" running lines and es-

tablishing bounds between West-

ford, Carlisle, Littleton, Boxboro',

Concord, Acton, 7 00

Zoheth Taylor, receiving and paying

i out aid to soldiers' families, 10 00

Alden Fuller, services as selectman, 17 00

Jonas K. Putney, do., do., 15 00
" " running and estab-

Amount carriedforward, $100 70

m
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.

Amount broughtforward, $100 70

lishing town lines between West-

ford, Carlisle, Littleton, 3 00

Dan'l Wetherbee, services as assessor,

4 days, 6 00

James Tuttle, do., do., 7 days, 10 50

W. D. Tuttle, do., do., 7 1-2 days, 11 25

" " copying taxes, 2 00

" assessor's returns, 1 50

W. F. Conant, collector, 75 00

constable, 4 00

$213 95

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES.

raid Lben. Conant, interest on note, $106 83

W. F. Conant, journey to pay interest. 1 00

George W. Sawyer, tolling bell for 17

deaths in '60, '61, 3 40

Geo. W. Sawyer, tolling bell for 10

deaths in '61, '62, 2 00

Eri Huggins, do., 9 do., '60, '61, 1 80

A. T. Edmonds, do., 6 do., '61, '62, 1 20

J. E. Harris, do., 16 do., '61, '62, 3 20

P. Tenny, for insuring town house. 38 50

W. D. Tuttle, running line between

Acton and Boxboro', 2 00

Do., surveying and making sketch of

burying ground. 5 00

» Sawyer & Edmonds, 10 1-2 gallons

fluid for town hall. 6 30

Do., opening town hall 13 times, 5 85

Do., teachers' institute. 6 00

Do., opening town hall 7 times. 1 17

Do., broom. 42

Amount carriedforward, —
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Amount broughtforward, $ 184 67

Horace Tuttle, opening town hall.

jJ^ teaming safe, ringing bell, etc.. 6 00

C. Twitchell, repairs on hearse. 2 85

Daniel Tuttle, digging graves and at-

tending funerals for 27 persons. 43 74

Do., returning 28 deaths. 2 80

Edwin Sawyer, hearse runners. 30 00

fitting same to body. 1 nn

$^71 06

CONDITION OF THE TREASURY, Feb. 26, 1862.

RECEIPTS.

Balance in the treasury Feb. 26, 1861, $1259 25

State Military Bounty, 1860, 367 00

State, for armory rent, 1860, 50 00

State tax, 1861, 303 00

County tax, 1861, 880 24

Town grant, 1861, 4200 00

Highway deficiencies. 10 57

Overlay on taxes. 164 57

State School Fund, 72 54

Use of town hall. D oZ

Dog tax. 4 00

Town of Boxboro', 2 50

Grass on town common. 1 50

$7321 49

EXPENDITURES.

Paid for support of schools, 1172 54

repairs on school houses. 43 61

school books and printing, 153 53

repairs on town buildings, etc., 166 88

Amount carriedforward, — $2136 56
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Amount brought forward, $2136 56

abatement and discount on taxe3, 26T 04

roads and bridges. 682 15

appropriations for soldiers and aid

of soldiers' families. 1809 36

support of poor, '60, '61, 210 37

town officers, v 213 95

miscellaneous expenses. 271 06

State Tax, 303 00

County Tax, 880 M
$6773 73

Balance in the treasury Feb. 26, 1862, $547 76

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE TOWN,
Fep. 26, 1862. Dr.

To balance, as per report, Feb. 26, '62, $547 76

Amount due from the State for aid fur-

nished families of soldiers, under Act

Chap. 222 of 1861, and payable about

July, '62, 1194 21

Am't due from State for armory rent, '61, 50 00
$1791 97

Cr.

Amount due Eben Conant, on note, $1000 00

Interest on the note, 40 00
$1040 00

Balance in favor of the town, Feb. 26, 1862, $751 97

Without including the balance due as per overseer's report

for 1862.

ZOHETTT TAYLOR, ) Selectmen

ALDEN FULLER, \ of

JONAS K. PUTNEY, ) Acton.




