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COMMISSIONER’S COLUMN 
We’re in a bad drought and it’s hurting farmers. There, I said it! 
 
One thing that I admit caught me off guard me when I started this job was 
how strongly some folks react if I ever even barely acknowledge in the press 
that everything is not proceeding absolutely wonderfully in all segments of 
agriculture. Now two winters in, I expect a press request each late 
February/early March about the upcoming growing season, and I’m much 
more cautious. I said something in the winter of 2015 about a potential issue 

in the approaching growing season, and I was told by more than one disapproving farmer, 
“They’ll remember what you just said [in February] this summer, and it’ll affect business.” 
 
So I’ve tried to walk a fine line this year. Our consistent message has been that despite the 
drought there is a lot of high quality product from our farms and nurseries available in the 
marketplace. At the same time we can’t pretend that there is not a drought happening, or we 
would lose all credibility.  
 
It’s been a challenge, but it’s nothing compared to the challenge that so many of you face this 
year. 
 
As the drought has dragged on, MDAR has made it Priority #1 and devoted increasing resources 
to find the best means to assist farmers. Our Drought Working Group is essentially my office: 
Assistant Commissioner Jason Wentworth, Chief of Staff Alisha Bouchard, Agricultural 
Economist Catherine de Ronde and me, assisted by all divisions and staff as necessary.  
 
Unfortunately, we can’t offer what farmers have been most requesting: rain first, and money 
(in the form of grants, not loans) second. The state has emergency loan funds available, and the 
principal federal program is also loan based. 
 
We have been in constant communication with our industry partners, other agencies within the 
Baker-Polito Administration, and USDA and are working collaboratively to identify every tool 
available. We’ve gathered them in a one stop shopping link just for the agricultural community: 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/drought-resources-for-farmers.html.  We have compiled the 
full range of federal, state, university and non-governmental resources available. Please take a 
few moments to review.  
 
Please particularly take note of the USDA Farm Service Agency programs and the state’s new 
Massachusetts Drought Emergency Loan Fund. The complete Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
website for all things drought related may be found at www.mass.gov/eea/drought/.  
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As we approached the end of the fair season, we came upon the big one, The Big E, seventeen 
days of celebration at one of the most highly attended state fairs in the country with over 1.4 
million visitors this year. 2016 is The Big E’s one hundredth anniversary, making it a very special 
year.  
 
MDAR manages the Massachusetts Building on the Avenue of States, its mission to promote 
Massachusetts agriculture, commerce and tourism. To that end the Building is packed with 
exhibitors and vendors representing for-profits, non-profits, and government agencies. Our 
sister agency, the Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) partnered with the 
National Park Service (NPS) to commemorate NPS’s one hundredth anniversary. 
 
MDAR staff was honored to welcome Governor Baker, Lieutenant Governor Polito, Speaker of 
the House DeLeo, and Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Beaton to the Mass. 
Building. Each visited on a different day and interacted with exhibitors and visitors to the 
building. 
 
Massachusetts Day, September 22 was a busy one for MDAR. We first hosted Secretary 
Beaton’s monthly cabinet meeting with his Commissioners of Agriculture (me), Conservation 
and Recreation (Leo Roy), Energy Resources (Judith Judson), Environmental Protection (Martin 
Suuberg), Fish and Game (George Peterson), Public Utilities (Angela O’Connor); Colonel of 
Mass. Environmental Police (James McGinn); and senior EEA staff.  
 
Following the meeting and the opportunity to tour the building, Sec. Beaton and I hosted a 
speaking program outside the gorgeous building on a beautiful day. As soon as that concluded, 
a day of entertainment from talented Mass. performers commenced in front of the building. 
 
Next on the agenda was a meeting of the Mass. Board of Agriculture to which MDAR provides 
staff support. It’s a public body appointed by the Governor. Created in 1852, it predates the 
establishment of the US Department of Agriculture. 
 
That got us to lunchtime, but I was off to Bradley Airport in nearby Windsor Locks, CT to fly to 
Lincoln, Nebraska for the one hundredth anniversary meeting of the National Association of 
State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA). NASDA serves the fifty states, American Samoa, 
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands as our representative in Washington DC. I arrived just 
in time to see the last quarter of the Thursday night Patriots-Texans game. (Go Pats!) 
 
I learn a lot at these events on various national issues that affect agriculture: animal and plant 
regulations, environmental concerns, trade, immigration, the federal Farm Bill, food safety, 
USDA policies and more. I was very pleased to hear positive comments and inquiries from 
colleagues and national staff about what MDAR is doing in the area of pollinator planning and 
food safety. 
 
NASDA was very fortunate to hear remarks from US Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. His 
visit was brief and my attempt to speak with him directly about our drought issues were 



unsuccessful. I was able to speak with Deputy Secretary Michael Scuse about our issues and 
USDA’s assistance programs.  
 
I couldn’t help but get a small sense of what it’s like to be in serious Big 10 Football country. 
Lincoln is the home of the University of Nebraska. Even though it was an away game while I was 
there, I was almost constantly made very aware of how deeply Nebraska Football is part of the 
culture. Fortunately, they beat Northwestern that weekend. (Go Cornhuskers!) 
 
Now I knew that there would be new experiences associated with this job, but I recently had 
one that just may be the topper. I was contacted by a representative of the Mass. Office of 
International Trade and Investment who informed me that a Danish trade delegation was 
coming to Boston, that Agriculture and Food was one of the four principal categories, and that 
he was seeking some information and referrals.  I slowly came to understand that it wasn’t 
“just” a trade visit, it was a Royal Visit led by Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Mary. 
 
Next thing I know I am invited by the Danish Embassy to a Boston event with the Crown Prince 
Couple and another event for them hosted by Governor Baker at the State House.  
They were not the type of events with which I had any previous experience; there were 
ambassadors, ministers, a variety of Danish officials and business people, not to mention a 
Prince and a Princess, but I did OK. My friend Jim told me before I went that he had one bit of 
important advice for me: “Start with the fork and spoon on the outside, John.” Thanks for the 
tip, Jim. 
 
I was very fortunate to be seated between the Honorary Counsel of the Royal Danish Consulate 
in Boston and the President of the Danish Agriculture & Food Council, so we had plenty of 
conversational topics. I learned about the Council President’s family farm at which he raises 
about 500,000 indoor chickens (broilers) a year and minks. We also discussed various policies, 
particularly our respective agriculture preservation programs. 
 
My Danish tablemates had great interest in the subject of a Mass. agricultural practice that is 
completely unfamiliar to them, cranberry cultivation, which I did my best to explain to them. 
(Many thanks to all my friends within the CCCGA community of growers, who have patiently 
done their best to teach me a little about the art and science they practice, for providing me 
with interesting dinner conversation.) 
 
Please don’t think it’s all gone to my head. I left the event at the State House, walked back to 
the office, immediately changed into a pair of jeans and boots and headed with Sec. Beaton to 
visit a Central Mass. agricultural composting operation. The Royal events were very interesting, 
but I felt a lot more comfortable back on a farm. 
 
I’ve rambled enough. Farmers have worked tremendously hard this year, but many have had 
great difficulty outside of their control. I think many will be glad to see the 2016 season come to 
an end and look forward, as farmers generally do, with great optimism for the coming year. 



 

 
John Lebeaux, Commissioner 

 
 

FOREFRONT

Energy News 
 
MA Farm Energy Program - Energy Audits – Now is a great time - The Massachusetts 

Farm Energy Program has funds to help farms cover audits, energy efficient projects, and select 
renewable energy projects. More information at 413-727-3090, info@massfarmenergy.com, or 
www.massfarmenergy.com, submit a Request Form, and you will be contacted. 

 
MA Farm Energy Program REAP Application Assistance 
Need help preparing your REAP application? The Massachusetts Farm Energy Program is able to 
provide it! Our program recently received a grant to help farms prepare their REAP 
applications, at no cost. But don't wait until the deadline approaches; REAP applications can be 
submitted any time, so contact us now! Next REAP application deadline is October 31, 2016 for 
projects requesting $20,000 or less. 
 

DOER Developing New Solar Incentive Program 
(Below from DOER website – www.mass.gov/doer)  
 
The Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER) is in the process of designing a 
new solar incentive program pursuant to Chapter 75 of the Acts of 2016 signed into law by 
Governor Baker on April 11, 2016. DOER is working to create a long-term sustainable solar 
incentive program to promote cost-effective solar development in the Commonwealth and this 
page is designed to provide an overview of past and planned public meetings, relevant 
documents, presentations, and reports related to the new program. 
 
As the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) is in the process of designing a new solar 
incentive program pursuant to Chapter 75 of the Acts of 2016. DOER is working to create a 
long-term sustainable solar incentive program to promote cost-effective solar development in 
the Commonwealth. 

mailto:info@massfarmenergy.com
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With this effort, DOER conducted two public listening sessions to receive verbal and written 
comments on the development of the next solar incentive. The public comments received 
through June 30, 2016 can be viewed in the file below. 
 
Post 1600 MW Solar Program Development Comments (file size 15MB) 
On September 23, 2016, DOER presented its vision for the next generation of solar incentives to 
the public. The meeting took place at the Federal Reserve Building. Over the next couple of 
months, DOER will continue to engage with stakeholders in working towards the final design of 
the program. A copy of the presentation can be found below, as well as a link to an audio 
recording of the meeting. 
 
Next Generation Incentive Straw Proposal   
September 23, 2016 Meeting (audio file size 154MB) 
DOER will be accepting written comments on the proposed program design until October 28, 
2016. Please submit all comments via email to DOER.SREC@state.ma.us.  
 
To stay up to date on the development of this program, please sign up for our Solar PV Contact 
email list, by filling out the form found through this webpage. 
 
Baker-Polito Administration Expands Grants for Clean Heating and Cooling Systems 
(From EEA - September 29, 2016 Press Release) 
 
The Baker-Polito Administration, in conjunction with the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center 
(MassCEC), recently announced the launch of a package of programs that will provide grants of 
up to $250,000 for large, commercial-scale clean heating and cooling systems. The new 
programs, http://www.masscec.com/business/clean-heating-and-cooling, which complement 
the rebates already available for single-family homes, apartments, and condominiums, will 
allow businesses, nonprofits, government entities and multi-family residential facilities across 
the Commonwealth to be eligible for rebates up to $250,000 for biomass heating and ground-
source heat pump projects and $225,000 for air-source pump projects. 
 
For more information, please visit the above Mass Clean Energy website. 
 
For more information on any of the above articles, please feel free to contact Gerry Palano, 
Energy Coordinator, MDAR, 617-626-1706, Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us.  
 

MDAR's Agricultural Business Training Courses 
 
A few spots still available for winter classes, register now! 
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http://www.masscec.com/business/clean-heating-and-cooling
mailto:Gerald.Palano@state.ma.us


1) Exploring The Small Farm Dream - for those thinking about farming as a business, to 

better understand what's involved in owning/operating a farm to determine whether your 
business idea is feasible.  
 
Four guided group sessions and a farmer panel using an acclaimed workbook developed in 
partnership with NESFI and presented by an instructor experienced in starting farm businesses.  
 
Proposed Dates/Location*:  Tuesday evenings 6:00 - 9:00 pm - February 28, March 7, March 14, 
March 21 and March 28, 2017 
 
@ Bristol Community College Fall River campus* 
 
*Dates & location are tentative based on interest.  3 more spots available, application deadline 
extended to Oct 31. 
 

2) Tilling the Soil of Opportunity - for existing farms, to help plan for growth and improve 

decision making on the farm.  
 
The course instructor guides participants through creation of a full business plan during 10 
group sessions and provides individualized technical assistance and confidential one-on-one 
financial planning. The instructor visits each participant’s farm during the course.  You must 
have at least 2 years of documented farm production and income as a for-profit or non-profit 
farming enterprise to take this course. 
 
Next Tilling the Soil course tentatively scheduled for January - March 2017, location TBD based 
on the majority preference of those who send in applications.  
 
Course applications are accepted on a rolling basis until a course is filled. 
 
If you are interested in either course, complete & send in an application as soon as possible, 
available here:  www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/land-use/agricultural-business-training-
program-abtp.html. Email completed application to mdarfarmviabilityprograms@gmail.com or 
mail to: Melissa Adams, Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Resources, 101 University 
Drive Suite C4, Amherst MA 01002. 
 

Hearings and Public Comment Period for Compost Regulations 
- APR Program Regulations Comment Period Extended   
 

Compost Regulations Hearings: The Commissioner of MDAR will hold a public hearing to 

amend the following regulation: 330 CMR 25.00, Agricultural Composting Program 
(“Regulation”).  All persons desiring to provide oral testimony are hereby notified to appear 
upon the following date and time at the respective designated location:  

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/land-use/agricultural-business-training-program-abtp.html
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Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Richard Cronin Building Room 110, 
Westborough, MA, for a public hearing to be held on October 20, 2016, from 1:00 P.M. to 3:00 
P.M. 
 
In addition to oral testimony, written comments will be accepted at the Hearing and MDAR will 
continue to accept written comments until October 20, 2016, at 5:00 P.M. Written comments 
should be addressed to Gerard Kennedy, Director, Division of Agricultural Conservation and 
Technical Assistance, Department of Agricultural Resources, 251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, 
Boston, MA 02114. The full text of the regulations and background information is available at 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/proposed-amendments-to-regulations.html.  
 
A hard copy of the full text of the regulation and background information are also available 
upon written request made to at the address set forth below.  
 

APR Regulations Open Comment Period Extended: On September 21, 2016, the 

Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources held a public hearing to amend the 
following regulation: 330 CMR 22.00, Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program 
(“Regulation”).  MDAR believes that it is in the public interest to extend the written comment 
period and accept written comments until October 14, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. Written comments 
should be addressed to Gerard Kennedy, Director, Division of Agricultural Conservation & 
Technical Assistance, Department of Agricultural Resources, 251 Causeway Street, Suite 500, 
Boston, MA 02114. The full text of the regulations and background information is available at 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/proposed-amendments-to-regulations.html.  
 
A hard copy of the full text of the regulation and background information are also available 
upon written request made to at the address set forth below:  
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
Attn: Dorothy Du 
Suite 500,  
251 Causeway Street 
Boston, MA 02114 
 

Massachusetts Honey Bee Colony Loss Survey: April 2016 - 
April 2017 
 
The Massachusetts Honey Bee Colony Loss Survey has been updated to serve as a tool for 
Massachusetts honey beekeepers to share data on colony losses that occur during the current 
bee season: April 2016 - April 2017. Participation in this survey is voluntary. Responses will be 
analyzed by MDAR Apiary Program staff, who will then provide a summary of results to the 
beekeeping community after April 2017. Beekeepers willing to submit photos documenting hive 
health issues should send them via email to massapiaryprogram@gmail.com. Photos will be 
reviewed and responses provided in a timely manner. If you have specific questions that you 
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want addressed, please include that information in the email. 

UMass Extension Food Safety Workshops 
 
Product Development: Beyond the Concept: In partnership with the regional 

processing centers in Massachusetts, this 1-day, content-filled course will have food safety and 
product development expert Amanda Kinchla from the University of Massachusetts Food 
Science Department discuss the technical considerations necessary to successfully launch a new 
food product. Do you want to better understand the food safety principles behind your 
process? Do you need help with product development for your current or future food product? 
Propel your business to the next level by delving into product development and food safety. 
 
October 26, Commonweath Kitchen, Dorcester, MA. Click here to register. 
 
November 9, Food Processing Center, Greenfield, MA. Click here to register. 
 

Better Process Control School, November 15-18, UMass Amherst. This course will train 

food processors principles of acidification, and container closure evaluation programs for  low-
acid and acidified canned foods as required by FDA  regulations in CFR 108, 113 and 114. The 
purpose of these regulations is to help ensure the safety of consumers by training producers. 
This course will satisfy both USDA and FDA regulatory requirements. This event is sponsored by 
UMass Extension, Department of Food Science and Grocery Manufacturers Association (GMA 
Science). Click here to register. 
 

FSPCA Preventive Controls for Human Food Certification Training, January 9-11, 

UMass Amherst, MA.  
 
The Current Good Manufacturing Practice, Hazard Analysis, and Risk-based Preventive Controls 
for Human Food FDA regulation is  intended to ensure safe manufacturing/processing, packing 
and  holding of food products for human consumption in the United  States. The regulation 
requires that certain activities must be  completed by a “preventive controls qualified 
individual” who  has “successfully completed training in the development and  application of 
risk-based preventive controls.” This course developed by the FSPCA is the “standardized 
curriculum”  recognized by FDA; successfully completing this course is one  way to meet the 
requirements for a “preventive controls  qualified individual.” To complete the course, a 
participant  must be present for the entire workshop and participate in  the exercises. Click here 
to register.  
 

Vegetable Winter School, Eight 1-day sessions starting January 10 – February 28, Central 

MA. 
 
Leave winter school ready for a Commonwealth Quality Program (CQP) audit and the peace of 
mind that you are prepared to handle the requirements of: the Food Safety Modernization Act 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/product-development-considerations-beyond-the-concept-oct-2016-tickets-27707895060
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/FranklinCountyCommunityDevelo/ProdDevCourse.html
https://www.regonline.com/register/checkin.aspx?MethodId=0&eventsessionId=1c7d13d5f25e4a59959f62be21492f1d&eventID=1853347
https://www.regonline.com/registration/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1887163


(FSMA), EPA Worker Protection Standards (WPS), Nutrient Management Regulations, and 
changes in Employment Law.  Get up to date on research and IPM practices important to 
vegetable growers and gain a competitive advantage in a heavily regulated market.  Each farm 
will get detailed support in developing food safety and nutrient management plans, training 
employees in WPS, developing standard operating procedures compliant with regulations, and 
preparing an employee handbook and a whole farm IPM plan. This course is designed for farm 
owners, managers and employees. Click here for more information. 
 

MassGrown Map - Orchards and Farmstands 
 

As we continue through the Fall, a reminder for farms to check 
your farm information on the Massgrown map to make sure it 
is up to date, www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/map. Send your 
edits to Rick LeBlanc, Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us. If you 
would like to be added to the map, please fill out the two page 

marketing survey (.pdf , .doc ). 
 
Also, let us know about your special farm events! Our 
Agricultural and Culinary Events Calendar is one of our most 
popular Massachusetts grown…and fresher website features. 

Curious locavores and culinary travelers are eager to find a farm, culinary or community event. 

Submit your calendar listings here . Have a favorite farm/family recipe? Send that in as well 
to Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us and we will look to feature it as Recipe of the Month.  We also 
tweet them out from time to time @Massgrown. 
 
"Massgrown and Fresher" price cards and posters are now available. Click here to see our 
various Massachusetts grown…and fresher posters, price cards, and order form. 
 

New Massachusetts Loan Fund Increases Access to Capital for 
Early Stage Farmers and Food Processors Across the State 
 
To help Massachusetts farmers and food processors access financing to start or grow their 
businesses, The Carrot Project has joined forces with the Franklin County Community 
Development Corporation to create the Massachusetts Farm & Food Loan Fund with financial 
backing provided by the Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture (MSPA). 
 
The Carrot Project and the Franklin County CDC (FCCDC) are thrilled with this new partnership, 
which will provide a greater number of farmers and food business owners across the state with 
access to financing. “This is a wonderful opportunity to pair the Carrot Project’s 10 years of 
agricultural expertise with FCCDC’s lending capacity and food business experience to serve the 
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entire Commonwealth,” explains Dorothy Suput, The Carrot Project’s Founder & Executive 
Director. “We are grateful to the MSPA for helping us get this off the ground.” John Waite, 
Executive Director of the FCCDC, adds that “our combined approach to financing and adding 
value through business assistance can now serve farm and food enterprises across the State. 
We have more than 30 years of small business lending experience, so this partnership makes 
sense and offers business assistance and capital to more people.” 
 
This statewide loan fund is made possible by the generous contribution of the Massachusetts 
Society for Promoting Agriculture to guarantee the loans. MSPA is the second oldest 
agricultural society in America, founded by an act of the Great and General Court in 1792. 
MSPA President John Lee describes the initiation of the loan fund as “a wonderful way to 
leverage the strengths of both The Carrot Project and the Society to the benefit of our local MA 
famers and related agricultural entrepreneurs. Adding value to enterprises will go a long way to 
preserving a thriving agriculture sector across the State.” 
 
The loan fund is available to any and all farm and food enterprises located in Massachusetts 
that engage in the cultivation of farm, forest or aquatic products, or in the processing of such 
locally produced products. Businesses can be urban or rural, and located anywhere within the 
state. The fund can service loans up to $50,000, and can be used for capital and operating 
expenses. For more details, please visit http://thecarrotproject.org/financing/Massachusetts. If 
you would like more information about the loan programs, please contact Dorothy Suput at 
dsuput@thecarrotproject.org.   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS / WORKSHOPS 
 
October 10 - Massachusetts Association of Agricultural Commissions Presents 
Cranberry Day - A tour of Ward Bogs in Carver Isaac in Ward Bogs, 1:00 pm. Ward Bogs, 20 

West St. Carver, MA. Dick Ward (Immediate MAAC Past President) will give us a tour of his bogs 
and answer many questions on cranberries, irrigation, cultivation, crop reports, cranberry 
girdlers, Carver sand, etc. To register, contact Steve Damon (MAAC Vice President for 
Education) at damons_of_gill@yahoo.com.  
 

October 20 - Slow Money Pioneer Valley Entrepreneur Showcase - 5:00 - 8:00 pm, 

Smith College Conference Center, Northampton - Listen to six of our local farm and food 
entrepreneurs who are working to create a stronger, more sustainable food system: Bree-Z-
Knoll Farm, Big Picture Beef, Nutwood Farm, Serio's Market, Simple Gifts Farm, Stoneman 
Brewery. The Slow Money Pioneer Valley Entrepreneur Showcase aims to convene and connect 
local farm and food businesses, individuals, food system folks, and investors interested in 
building a sustainable local and regional food system and to catalyze new investment 
opportunities in the people, businesses and communities that contribute to a sustainable food 
economy. Slow Money Pioneer Valley is organized by the PVGrows Investment Fund, PVGrows 

http://thecarrotproject.org/financing/Massachusetts
mailto:dsuput@thecarrotproject.org
mailto:damons_of_gill@yahoo.com


Network, and the Franklin County CDC -- organizations working to strengthen the local food 
system. More here. 
 

October 25-26 - Babson Food Day - Babson College, Wellesley - Hosts: Food Sol with 

Entrepreneurs in Residence Andrew Zimmern & Gail Simmons. This year’s program will feature 
a dynamic new session on food investing. Babson Food Day funnels and feeds the energy, 
creativity and generosity of eaters and entrepreneurs contributing to a brighter food future. 
Central to the day is Babson’s entrepreneurial method, which we leverage to positively 
influence how eaters think about, select, and consume food, and how entrepreneurs learn, 
connect dots and build.  Full agenda + speakers:  No registration required, no cost to attend 
(save $10 if non-Babson attendees want lunch). Details here. 
 

November 4 - Massachusetts Farm & Sea to School Conference - DoubleTree, 99 

Erdman Way, Leominster.  The conference brings together farm to cafeteria advocates – 
farmers, food service professionals, educators, policy makers, public health advocates, 
community organizers, youth leaders and more – for a day-long event with workshops and 
panel discussions addressing a wide variety of farm to school topics including: local foods 
procurement and promotion; experiential food and nutrition education; food, farm, and 
nutrition policy; growing for the institutional market; local, state, and regional networking. 
Details here. * Producer & Buyer Matchmaking Session - As part of the 
Conference,  Massachusetts Farm to School and MDAR will be hosting a matchmaking session 
for producers to meet with wholesale buyers. This unique session will allow buyers and 
producers to meet one on one to discuss new sales opportunities. Conference attendees will 
include K-12 schools & districts, colleges & universities, and distributors. Farmers and fishermen 
will receive FREE REGISTRATION to the conference and specialty crop producers will also 
receive a transportation stipend. Please contact Dena Stearns at dena@massfarmtoschool.org 
and include your type of business and whether your produce specialty crops to receive your 
discount code for registration. 
 

November 5 - Southern New England Livestock Conference - Bristol, Norfolk, 

Plymouth County Agriculture Event, Bristol Aggie, Dighton. Join TLI for the first annual Southern 
New England Livestock Conference. Seminars will cover topics such as animal nutrition, soil 
management for pastures, grazing and pasture management, exploring the rules and 
regulations for livestock farmers, health care and humane treatment of farm animals, adding 
value to your meat products, and much more. Over 20 different seminars including talks for all 
levels from those interested in getting animals for the first time to established livestock 
farmers. There will be an expo where all attendees can peruse resources for livestock farmers, 
including fencing solutions, different feed options, etc. The Livestock Institute’s newly hired 
Chief Operating Officer for their new slaughterhouse and processing facility, Amado Baeza, will 
be the keynote speaker. Details and registration. 
 

November 9 & 10 - Northeast Greenhouse Conference and Expo – Boxborough. 

Featuring two full days of educational concurrent sessions and dedicated tradeshow time. 

http://www.pvgrows.net/working-groups/slow-money-pioneer-valley/?utm_source=2016-09+SMPV+eblast&utm_campaign=2016+Sept+SMPV+eblast&utm_medium=email
http://www.babson.edu/Academics/centers/the-lewis-institute/food-sol/food-day/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.massfarmtoschool.org/conference/
mailto:dena@massfarmtoschool.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/southern-new-england-livestock-conference-tickets-27590803837


NEW! One-day sessions on hydroponics and worker training in Spanish. Hands-on training 
sessions on: (1) Monitoring the greenhouse environment, (2) Monitoring the growing media, 
and (3) Getting the most out of beneficial microbes. The Northeast Greenhouse Conference and 
Expo is sponsored by the Extension programs of the six New England State Universities and 
New York State, and the New England Floriculture, Inc. www.negreenhouse.org.  
 

November 30 - December 2 - New England Grows - Boston Convention & Exhibition 

Center - New England Grows is renowned for its world-class education offerings and innovative 
trend spotting. Founded in 1993 by green industry professionals for green industry 
professionals, the educational conference and exposition gives participants unique access to 
targeted, industry-specific products, information, education and connections. Expo and 
dynamic lineup of learning experiences draws thousands of green industry professionals to 
Boston every year. More here. 
 

March 7 - 9, 2017 - Harvest New England Agricultural Marketing Conference and 
Trade Show, Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge – Save the Date!  
 

For more ag-industry events and workshops, visit and bookmark 
www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/events.   
For culinary and consumer events, click here. 
 

USDA NEWS 
 

USDA Announces Availability of $5 Million in Farm to School 
Grants to Increase Local Foods in Schools 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced last month that up to $5 
million in grant funds is available to help schools create or strengthen farm to school programs 
this school year. Administered by USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service, these annual, competitive 
grants will help further USDA efforts to increase locally sourced foods in America’s school 
meals. 
 
Farm to school programs help form healthy habits and support local economies. The local foods 
offered through farm to school programs help school meal programs fulfill the updated school 
nutrition standards with appealing and diverse offerings. According to the 2015 USDA Farm to 
School Census, schools with robust farm to school programs report reductions in food waste, 
higher school meal participation rates, and increased willingness of the students to try new 
foods, notably fruits and vegetables. In addition, in school year 2013-2014 alone, schools 
purchased more than $789 million in local food from farmers, ranchers, fishermen, and food 
processors and manufacturers. 

http://www.negreenhouse.org/
http://www.newenglandgrows.org/
http://www.harvestnewengland.org/events/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/events/
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/calendar.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/pressrelease/2016/fns-001416


 
USDA’s Farm to School Grants make these outcomes possible by funding school districts, state 
and local agencies, Indian tribal organizations, agricultural producers, and non-profit 
organizations in their efforts to increase local foods served through child nutrition programs, 
teach children about food and agriculture through garden and classroom education, and 
develop schools’ and farmers’ capacities to participate in farm to school. The funds may be 
used for training, supporting operations, planning, purchasing equipment, developing school 
gardens, developing partnerships, and implementing farm to school programs. 
 
The Farm to School Grant Program was authorized in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 
2010. To date, USDA has funded 300 projects in all 50 states, DC, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Since its inception in FY2013, more than $20 million has been awarded through the Farm to 
School Grant Program. This year, awards ranging from $20,000 to $100,000 will be distributed 
in four different grant categories: Planning, Implementation, Support Service, and Training. 
Applications are due on grants.gov by December 8, 2016.  
 
Supporting farm to school programs is part of the USDA’s Know Your Farmer, Know Your 
Food  (KYF2) Initiative, which coordinates the Department's work to develop strong local and 
regional food systems. Over the course of the Obama Administration, USDA has invested close 
to $1 billion in 40,000 local food-related projects on farms and in communities across the 
country. You can find local and regional supply chain resources on the newly-revamped KYF2 
website and use the KYF2 Compass  to locate USDA investments in your community. More 
information on how USDA investments are connecting producers with consumers, expanding 
rural economic opportunities, and increasing access to healthy food is available in Chapter IV of 
USDA Results on Medium. 
 
For lists of previously funded projects and summary reports of awards made in FY 2013-2016, 
and for more information on how to apply for FY 2017 funding, visit the grant opportunities 
page. 
 

Pasture, Rangeland and Forage Insurance 
 
A new crop insurance policy can provide livestock and hay producers with protection against 
drought. The Pasteur, Rangeland and Forage is a single peril policy that is designed to provide 
protection based on rainfall near your farm in two month periods.  The grower can insure up to 
100% of his pasture and hay acres at a productivity factor from 60% to 150% of the county base 
value. This production will be distributed in 2 month intervals as determined by the grower.  If 
precipitation falls below the selected trigger level in a 2-month period, your crop insurance 
company will issue an indemnity payment based on the % of production selected for that 
period.  
 
The grower does not have to keep records, report production, losses etc.   

http://www.fns.usda.gov/grant-opportunities/farm-to-school
http://www.fns.usda.gov/grant-opportunities/farm-to-school
http://www.rma.usda.gov/pubs/rme/prfinsprog.pdf


 
The Rainfall Index uses NOAA data for a 17 X 17-mile grid that encompasses your farm. You can 
review the performance of this program at this website   http://maps.agforceusa.com/prf/ri/.  
 
Crop insurance is sold and delivered through private crop insurance agents. A list of crop 
insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers or on the RMA website 
at:  www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/.  
 

 CLASSIFIED / BRIEFS / JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

Central Mass Grown seeks to hire an Executive Director - This is a new position with 
responsibilities including: overseeing the administration, programs and strategic plan of the 
organization.   S/he will work with Central Mass Grown’s consultants, and volunteers and 
potentially growing staff.   Key responsibilities include organizational administration and 
business management, leadership and strategic planning; and oversight of fundraising, 
communications, marketing and community outreach. Applications due October 21, 2016. 
Details here. 
 

About the Farm & Market Report 
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Next issue to be published for December / January. Please send news, calendar and/or 
classified information by November 30 to Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us, or fax to 617-626-
1850. To unsubscribe or change your address, send an e-mail message to 
Richard.LeBlanc@state.ma.us or call 617-626-1759. 
 

 

 
 

      
 

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its 
four divisions – Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal 
Health, and Crop and Pest Services – MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich 
diversity of the Commonwealth’s agricultural community to promote economically and 
environmentally sound food safety and animal health measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in 
energy conservation and production. For more information, visit MDAR’s website at 
mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/MDARCommish. 
 

mailto:richard.leblanc@state.ma.us
mailto:richard.leblanc@state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/agr
http://www.mass.gov/agr
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://energy.blog.state.ma.us/
http://www.mass.gov/agr/massgrown/index.htm
https://twitter.com/mdarcommish

