
The past quarter 

has been an 

extremely ac-

tive one for the 

Women in 

Prison Task 

Force.   Co-

chairs Repre-

sentative Kay Khan of Newton, 

right, and Representative Ellen 

Story of Amherst, left, set up a 

series of policy meetings with 

state agency and law-

enforcement 

officials over 

the summer in 

order to col-

laborate on best 

practices for 

serving the 

state’s growing 

female prison 

population. 

    Of primary concern to the task 

force is the efficiency of service 

programming, mental health and 

substance abuse issues, and the 

significance of family connec-

tions specific to the female 

prison population.  Through site 

visits to MCI Framingham and 

in-depth research by Caucus 

interns Matiely Lugo and Kim-

berly Cotter, the task force was 

able to target specific areas of 

concern and address them with 

the aid of responsive officials 

from the Department of Correc-

tion (DOC), the Executive Of-

fice of Public Safety and Secu-

rity (EOPSS), the Department 

of Mental Health (DMH) and 

the Department of Public 

Health (DPH). 

    Most female inmates in Mas-

sachusetts, both pre-sentence 

and convicted, are incarcerated 

at DOC’s Framingham facility 

which is outdated, overcrowded 

and far from home for most.  

Plagued by mental health issues 

far more than the male prison 

population, due in part to the 

lack of personal connections, 

the female population poses a 

unique challenge to the system.  
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    Christmas came early this 

year, July to be exact.  That’s 

when Senator Jennifer Flanagan 

(D Leominster) annually boxes 

up thousands of donated items 

with American Family Link in 

Leominster to be sent to Ameri-

can troops in Iraq and Afghani-

stan.  This year, the Caucus of 

Women Legislators helped out. 

    The “Christmas in July” Mili-

tary Drive garnered hundreds of 

donations ranging from peanut 

butter crackers to Sudoku and 

Crossword Puzzle books—

anything to remind the troops 

that home is not that far away. 

    The Co-Chairs of the Commit-

tee on Veterans Services, Sena-

tor Kenneth Donnelly and Rep-

resentative Harold Naughton, 

along with their Vice-Chairs, 

Senator Harriette Chandler and 

Representative Linda Dean 

Campbell, co-sponsored the 

charitable drive with the Cau-

cus, Senator Flanagan, and 

Representatives Kate Hogan 

and Jennifer Benson. 

  

While proven and effective ser-

vices and placement exist for the 

far larger male population, many 

of the complexities of providing 

similar services for women are 

still under discussion.  Research 

shows that placement closer to 

families and home may be the 

key. 

Under Secretary Mary Beth Hef-

fernan of EOPSS and Suffolk 

County Sheriff Andrea Cabral 

were also among the speakers at 

an informational forum sponsored 

by the Caucus in July on the ten-

year master plan being developed 

for the state’s prison system.  Ac-

cording to Heffernan, addressing 

the distinctive issues surrounding 

the female prison population in 

Massachusetts is of high priority 

in the plan. Cabral concurred, 

adding that women prisoners in 

close proximity to their families 

fare best in the system from her 

experience which both cuts medi-

cal costs and encourages faster 

rehabilitation. 

 

 

Dr. Karen Antman, Dean 

BU Medical School 

Brown Bag Lunch 

October 14th 

 

Former Legislators  

Barbara Hildt, Barbara 

Gardner  

and  

Patricia Walrath 

November 4th 

SAVE THE 

DATE! 



A  Message from the Co-Chairs 

Fox on NCSL Executive Board 
    A member and past chair of the Massa-

chusetts Black Legislative Caucus, she 

serves as Vice-Chairwoman of the Commit-

tee on Environment for the National Black 

Caucus of State Legislators and as an active 

member of the Massachusetts Caucus of 

Women Legislators, she serves on the 

House Special Committee on Child Abuse 

and Neglect as special advisor, on the Cau-

cus Domestic Violence Task Force and the 

Women in Prison Task Force.   

 

    She remains actively involved in her 

community as a member of the Urban 

League Guild of Eastern Massachusetts, the 

NAACP, the MIT Community Fellows Pro-

gram Alumnae Association, and the 

Women’s Service Club and as the founder 

of the Massachusetts Million Women March 

Movement. 
 

 
The Women's Legislative Network of 
NCSL is the professional develop-
ment organization that includes 
every female state legislator in the 
fifty states, United States territories, 
and the District of Columbia. The 
Network began when female legisla-
tors gathered at NCSL meetings in 
the late 1970s. It was formally organ-
ized in 1985 at the Annual Meeting in 
Seattle and later became a core pro-
gram of the NCSL Foundation for 
State Legislatures 

    On July 22, 2009 State Representa-

tive Gloria L. Fox of the 7th Suffolk 

District  accepted the nomination as 

Eastern Represen-

tative on the Ex-

ecutive Board of 

the Women’s Leg-

islative Network 

of the National 

Conference of 

State Legislatures 

(NCSL). 

 

    Rep. Fox cur-

rently serves as 

Vice Chair of the House Committee on 

Housing.  In addition she is also a sit-

ting member on the House Committee 

on Ways and Means as well as the 

House Committee on Rules.   
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Dear Colleagues, Staff and Friends, 

  

The summer of 2009 might have started out slowly for those who had time to enjoy the 

outdoors, but we barely noticed; the legislative calendar was full and weighty issues 

sparked vigorous debate.  Amidst it all, the Caucus still found time to progress toward its 

goals of the session.   

 

Both of the Caucus’s active task forces, the Women in Prison Task Force chaired by 

Representative Kay Khan and Representative Ellen Story and the Domestic Violence 

Task Force chaired by Representative Mary Grant and Representative Cory Atkins, advanced significantly toward 

legislative and procedural strategies beneficial to the specific constituencies they serve.  Through well-attended 

meetings with agency officials, advocates and even private attorneys offering hundreds of hours of pro-bono service, 

these admirable legislators have made great strides toward ensuring agency efficiency and the public’s safety.  Their 

commitment and effort is commendable. 

 

Autumn most certainly brings more challenges to the Legislature, and the women of the Caucus are ready.  We look 

forward to working closely with our colleagues in the Caucus in furthering the ongoing progress that’s been made. 

 

Sincerely, 

Senator Patricia D. Jehlen and Representative Alice K. Wolf 

Senator Patricia D. Jehlen (D-
Somerville) and Representative 
Alice K. Wolf (D-Cambridge) 



    At a State House ceremony held on August 12, 

MaryRose Mazzola was presented an Arthur R. Lam-

bert Memorial Scholarship. Speaker of the House 

Robert A. DeLeo and Senator Richard T. Moore, on 

behalf of Senate President Therese Murray, welcomed 

the Lambert family; scholarship recipients and their 

guests; legislators, staff and interns to a ceremony held 

in the historic Senate Reading Room.  

    The family, colleagues and friends of Arthur Lambert 

established the scholarship as a way to honor his com-

mitment to public service, as he was driven by a tireless 

dedication to community, state and country.  This is the 

eighth year the family has honored Arthur’s memory 

with the scholarship.  

    The prestigious award is presented to a student or 

students who have interned in the Massachusetts 

Legislature’s volunteer summer internship pro-

gram and who exemplify a sense of strong 

moral values, a working knowledge of state 

government and a dedicated commitment to 

public service.  Students submitted essays to the 

Lambert family, and the finalists were inter-

viewed by the family, who then selected the 

winners.  

    MaryRose was presented the scholarship by 

Caucus member Representative Mary Grant of 

Beverly and served as an intern in the office of 

Caucus of Women Legislators from June 

through August of 2009.  

Caucus Intern Awarded Lambert Scholarship 
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PARENTS OFTEN 

FIND THEMSELVES 

WITH NO OPTION 

BUT TO SEND A 

SICK CHILD TO 

SCHOOL 

MaryRose Mazzola, Cau-
cus of Women Legislators 
summer intern, with (l-r) 
House Speaker Robert 
DeLeo, David Lambert, 
Senator Richard Moore 
and Representative Mary 
Grant 

Did You 

Know?  
 

62% of confirmed H1N1 
cases impacted chil-
dren under the age of 

18 

H1N1 Sparks “Paid Sick Days” Forum 
The Paid 

Sick Days 

Act, spon-

sored by 

Senator 

Patricia 

Jehlen and 

Representa-

tive Kay  

Khan, was 

the topic of 

timely dis-

cussion as 

Massachu-

setts pre-

pares for what Dr. Paul Chung, Director of 

UCLA/RAND Center for Adolescent Health, 

projected to be a very tough flu season during 

an informational forum sponsored by the Cau-

cus in July. The legislation is primarily con-

cerned with providing all Massachusetts em-

ployees a minimum seven paid sick days an-

nually, to be used for themselves or the care of 

immediate family members and confronts 

what Katie Bethell from MomsRising.org 

called the “systemic problem” of parents un-

able to pay the price of missing work without 

paid leave. 

    Through stifled tears, Terry Brining, who 

juggles the responsibilities of a school bus 

driver, college student, and single mother of a 

disabled son, recounted her experience with this 

bind during the forum. Last spring her son’s 

chronic medical conditions were aggravated by 

contraction of the flu. Brining, unable to afford 

any alternative, continued to drive her bus so 

that she could provide her young son the medi-

cine which he, in her absence, dosed himself. 

Many Massachusetts parents succumb to these 

same financial pressures. But unlike Brining, 

whose preteen son was old enough to manage, 

albeit unpleasantly, in his mother’s absence, 

these parents often find themselves left with no 

other option than “pumping their children full of 

Tylenol” and sending them to school.  This cre-

ates what Barbara Ferrer PhD., Executive Direc-

tor of the Boson Public Health Commission, 

described as a public health nightmare. 

    In a futile effort to prevent classmate-to-

classmate disease spread during this spring’s 

H1N1 outbreak, school officials sent hundreds 

of sick children home with notices requiring 

them to stay home for seven days. “Two or three 

days later, these sick children were back. Their 

parents couldn’t afford to lose their wages, and 

in some cases, lose their jobs,” said Ferrer. She 

explained that when schools are unable to keep 

sick children out, the Public Health Commission 

must resort to the draconian fix of shutting the 

schools down and, as schools close, parents of 

healthy children are thrown into the “stay or 

earn” bind as well. 

House Caucus Chair Rep. Alice K. 
Wolf introduced the expert panel 
gathered to address the benefits of 
paid sick days 



Continued on page 6 
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Attorney General 

Martha Coakley 

granted key posi-

tions on her US 

Senate campaign to 

two Caucus mem-

bers last month.  

Senate President 

Therese Murray (D-Plymouth) will serve as 

Honorary Finance Committee Chair and Rep-

resentative Katherine Clark (D- Melrose) has 

been named a Finance Committee Co-Chair.  

     “I am honored to be part of Martha Coakley’s 

historic run for U.S. Senate,” said Representative 

Clark. “Massachusetts deserves a leader who will 

work tirelessly to enhance the lives of the work-

ing men and women across the Common-

wealth.  Martha Coakley has proven time and 

again that she is that leader.” 

     Coakley, 56, was born in Lee, MA, and raised 

in North Adams. She is a graduate of Williams 

College in Williamstown, MA, where she was a 

member of the first class admitted to the college 

that included female students.  She received her 

law degree from Boston University School of 

Law in 1979.  Coakley resides in Medford with 

her husband, Thomas F. O’Connor. 

Senator Susan C. Tucker (D-Andover) received The Lisa 

Anne Jenkins Massachusetts Alliance for Families (MAFF) 

Legislator of the Year Award at the Annual Foster and Adop-

tive Parent Recognition Awards Brunch on Sunday, May 

17thfor her lifelong commitment to advocacy and community 

service.               

     Senator Tucker has been the lead legislative advocate for 

granting state college tuition and fee waivers for children who 

age out of DCF care, are adopted from care or are in DCF sponsored guardi-

anship placements.  In addition, she has also authored legislation to protect 

victims of domestic violence, was active in education reform, and was House 

Chair of the Special Commission on Violence Against Children. This is the 

first year this honor has been awarded in memory of Lisa Anne Jenkins, a 

dedicated foster parent, an effective advocate, and active MAFF member 

who passed away in February, 2009. 

The Massachusetts Organization for Addiction Recovery (MOAR) has cho-

sen Senator Marian Walsh (D-West Roxbury) to be the recipient of their 

“Exemplary Leadership Award” this year. 

Senator Walsh has been a strong advocate of substance 

abuse treatment and prevention for many years. During the 

last legislative session she sponsored legislation which 

lifted the exemption of the sales tax on alcohol at off-

premise locations. Upon receiving her award, Sen. Walsh 

emphasized the importance of crafting such public policy to 

effectively address the specific health needs of Massachu-

setts residents. 

     “The people of the Commonwealth deserve a responsive and fair state 

government. The sales tax on alcohol purchased at package stores which is 

then put toward funding for addiction treatment is common sense and re-

sponsible tax policy”, said Sen. Walsh. “There truly can be health care for 

all.”  

Representative Mary Grant (D Beverly) is now Chair of the Leadership Council of the North Shore Housing 

Action Group (NSHAG).  NSHAG is one of the eight regional pilot networks around the state established as a re-

sult of a Special Commission Relative to Ending Homelessness in the Commonwealth. In an effort to restructure 

support systems that serve the homeless, the Patrick-Murray administration has awarded $8 million to the pilot net-

works. The goal is to help better coordinate, integrate and implement innovative services focused on securing perma-

nent housing options for homeless individuals and families, and ultimately lessen the need for emergency assistance 

shelters.  The North Region includes 24 communities from Cape Ann to the Greater Lynn region.  Vice-Chair of this 

group is Representative Steven Walsh (D Lynn). 

Representative Jennifer Calla-

han (D-Sutton) was bestowed with 

GOAL’s (Gun Owner’s Action 

League) Legislator of the Year 

Award. 

This past July, Representative Kay Khan was accepted to participate in a conference hosted by the Center for 

Women Policy Studies for the Foreign Policy Institute for State Legislators in Washington D.C. This is the only 

program in the United States that prepares state legislators as policy leaders on US foreign policy and its impact on 

women worldwide, addressing issues such as reproductive rights, peace and security, HIV/AIDS, poverty, interna-

tional trafficking of women and children, and sustainable development.   



Over the course of two days this month, 

stalking survivors, advocates from the Boston Area 

Rape Crisis Center (BARCC) and Jane Doe, Inc., 

law enforcement per-

sonnel from across the 

state, and attorneys 

from Mintz, Levin, 

Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky 

and Popeo, P.C. pushed 

successfully with Sena-

tor Harriette L. Chan-

dler (1st Worcester) and 

Representative Cory 

Atkins (14th Middle-

sex) to renew awareness 

about the need for 

criminally enforceable 

restraining orders for 

victims of stalking, har-

assment and sexual abuse who are not protected by 

the current domestic violence restraining order stat-

ute.  The group of attorneys and advocates are push-

ing for passage of Senator Chandler’s Senate 1611, 

of which Representative Atkins is a co-sponsor. 

       On Wednesday, September 16th, Senator 

Chandler and Representative Atkins hosted a well-

attended informational forum for members of the 

House and Senate, during which representatives 

from Mintz Levin, BARCC and Jane Doe spoke to 

the urgent need for new legislation.  

      Stephanie DeCandia, Manager of System 

Advocacy and Policy Development at BARCC, 

told the forum she knows first-hand how this bill 

will help close this dangerous gap for victims of 

sexual assault and stalking. “A criminally enforce-

able restraining order for these situations creates a 

legal option to interrupt intimidation and harass-

ment and help increase safety for victims.” 

            Senator Chandler and Representative At-

kins, joined by several other influential lawmakers, 

testified in favor of the bill in front of the Joint 

Committee on the Judiciary on the following day.  

Representative Atkins noted that the new legisla-

tion is drafted to protect victims of harassment, 

stalking and sexual assault who are not in domestic 

relationships with their perpetrator and allow those 

victims swift and straightforward access to re-

straining orders, but would protect against those 

who look to abuse the statute.  Also testifying in 

support of the bill were law-enforcement officials 

and advocates, including Sergeant Marion Keating 

of the Marblehead Police Department, Captain 

Mark Hayes of the Boston Police Department, and 

former Chief Justice of the Juvenile Court Martha 

P. Grace. 

              To learn more, call Representative Cory 

Atkins at 617-722-2692 or visit http://

www.janedoe.org/involved/

involved_policy_legislative_SSARO_2009.htm  
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VICTIMS WHO 

ARE NOT IN 

DOMESTIC 

RELATIONSHIPS 

CAN’T GET  

CRIMINALLY 

ENFORCEABLE 

RESTRAING 

ORDERS 

 

Representatives Grant, Dykema, 
Ehrlich, Peake, Khan, Ferrante, 
Hogan, Provost, L’Italien, Gre-
goire and House Majority Leader 
Vallee joined Sen. Harriette Chan-

dler and Rep. Cory Atkins as they 
testified in support of Senate 1611  

THE CAUCUS OF WOMEN LEGISLATORS IS A BIPARTISAN, BICAMERAL GROUP OF FEMALE LEG-

ISLATORS, THE MISSION OF WHICH IS TO ENHANCE THE ECONOMIC STATUS AND EQUALITY 

OF WOMEN AND TO ENCOURAGE AND FOSTER WOMEN IN ALL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 

Legislators Back “Stalking Bill” 

The Caucus of Women Legislators was given the opportunity to provide its members with back packs to distribute to needy children 

in their districts before the school year officially started this year.  The heavy-duty back packs, specially designed for young students,  

were donated by The Office Depot Foundation which partners with various organizations, including the National Foundation for 

Women Legislators.  Caucus Legislators were able to distribute the back packs to non-profit organizations, day camps, schools and 

child services providers throughout their districts in August. 

CAUCUS SENDS BACK PACKS TO NEEDY CHILDREN 

 

165 

&  

COUNTING! 
 

Caucus members: 

wait for the date 

this fall! 
 

http://www.janedoe.org/involved/involved_policy_legislative_SSARO_2009.htm
http://www.janedoe.org/involved/involved_policy_legislative_SSARO_2009.htm
http://www.janedoe.org/involved/involved_policy_legislative_SSARO_2009.htm
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2009 Co-Chairs 

Representative Alice K. Wolf 

Senator Patricia D. Jehlen 

Treasurer 

Representative Katherine Clark 

Executive Director 

Jessica Leitz 

Members of House 
 

Willie Mae Allen 
Cory Atkins 

Ruth B. Balser 
Jennifer Benson 

Jennifer Callahan 
Linda Dean Campbell 
Christine E. Canavan 

Katherine Clark 
Cheryl A. Coakley-

Rivera 
Geraldine Creedon 
Carolyn Dykema 

Lori Ehrlich 
Ann-Margaret Ferrante 
Linda Dorcena Forry 

Gloria L. Fox 
Colleen M. Garry 
Susan W. Gifford 

Anne M. Gobi 
Mary E. Grant 

Danielle Gregoire 
Patricia A. Haddad 

Lida E. Harkins 
Kate Hogan 
Kay Khan 

Barbara A. L’Italien 
Elizabeth A. Malia 

Sarah Peake 
Alice H. Peisch 

Elizabeth A. Poirier 
Karyn E. Polito 
Denise Provost 

Kathi-Anne Reinstein 
Pam Richardson 

Rosemary Sandlin 
Joyce A. Spiliotis 
Harriett L. Stanley 
Marie P. St. Fleur 

Ellen Story 
Martha M. Walz 

Alice K. Wolf 
 

Members of Senate 
 

Gale D. Candaras 
Harriette L. Chandler 

Sonia Chang-Diaz 
Cynthia Stone Creem 

Susan C. Fargo 
Jennifer L Flanagan 
Patricia D. Jehlen 
Joan M. Menard 
Therese Murray 
Karen E. Spilka 
Susan C. Tucker 

Marian Walsh 

Representative Sarah K. Peake (D Provincetown) was appointed 

to the Massachusetts Creative Economy Council by Speaker 

DeLeo in June.  The Council was established by legislation signed 

by Governor Patrick in October 2008 and is tasked with measuring 

the creative sector’s contributions to the state, developing a state-

wide strategy, and promoting responsive public policies and innovative private sector prac-

tices. 

     The creative sector is broadly defined as the many interlocking industry sectors that cen-

ter on creating and promoting intellectual property products, such as visual and performing 

arts, film, digital media, design, advertising, architecture and tourism.  The creative sector 

strengthens traditional economic sectors, creates new jobs in the technical, service and man-

agement areas, and helps to revitalize downtowns and attract new businesses and residents. 

 

     In August , Representative Peake was honored to be chosen as the Legislative Appointee 

to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission, formed by the 15 Atlantic coast 

states in 1942. 

     Each member state is represented by three Commissioners: the director for the state’s 

marine fisheries and management policy, a state legislator, and an individual appointed by 

the Governor. 

     The vision of the Commission is healthy, self-sustaining populations for all Atlantic coast 

fish species or successful restoration well in progress by the year 2015. 

Representative Geraldine Creedon (D-Brockton) was honored as one of 

Brockton’s “Women of the Year” at the women commission’s annual 

breakfast last month at the Shaw’s Center.  Creedon currently state repre-

sentative for the 11th Plymouth District, has served as a volunteer at her 

children’s schools, on the board of the Fuller Craft Museum, Hospice of 

Greater Boston, a Channel 2 auction volunteer, chairman of the Old Colony 

United Way, on the management board of the Old Colony YMCA youth 

division committee and trustee at Massasoit Community College. Creedon also has been a 

board member of the Charity Guild for 20 years.  

Speaker of the House of Representatives Robert A. DeLeo recently ap-

pointed State Representative Katherine Clark (D-Melrose) to the De-

partment of Early Education and Care Advisory Council. As a legisla-

tive appointee to the statewide council, Representative Clark will serve an 

active role on the Council to provide feedback, input, and recommendations 

on key policy issues under consideration by the Department of Early Edu-

cation and Care (EEC.) 

     The Council will play an important role in shaping key policy issues 

brought before the EEC Board. As the first state in the nation to establish one agency to 

oversee early education and care, the Massachusetts EEC aims to allocate state resources in 

an efficient manner to support families in a way that is responsive to their needs.   

CONTACT US: 
Jessica Leitz 
617-722-2266 

jessica.leitz@state.ma.us 


