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C0mm0nfo^aIt^ oi P^assac^trsrfts,

Secretary's Department, Boston, Nov. 1, 1890.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In conformity with the requirements of the Public Statutes,

I have the honor to submit herewith the Forty-eighth Annual

Registration Report, relating to the births, marriages and

deaths occurring in Massachusetts, and registered in the several

cities and towns during the year ending Dec. 31, 1889 ; also,

in accordance with the provisions of chapter 194, Acts of 1882,

and of chapter 379, Acts of 1885, the reports, respectively,

relating to libels for divorce in the several counties, and to

returns of deaths, the causes and manner of which have been

investigated by the medical examiners during said period.

The present report, as those of the three previous years, has

been edited by Dr. Samuel W. Abbott, Secretary of the State

Board of Health, whose commentaries, and tabular statements

illustrating the same, have added much to the interest and

utility of the -work.

The statistical tables published in the present report are the

same as those of the previous year, with the exception of

Table XVI. (Occupations), in which the columns representing

the average age at death of persons of different occupations

are restored, a supplementary table being presented for

females.

In the summary observations by the editor, a table has been

introduced containing the death-rate of each county, city and

town in the State for the year 1889, as estimated from the

census of 1890.

Very respectfully,

HENRY B. PEIRCE,
Secretary of the Cormnonwealth.
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REGISTKATION EEPORT. [1889.

Table I. — POPULATION, [1885] —BIRTHS,

General Abstract^ exhibiting, in Connection ivitJi the Population

Deaths registered i7i each County and Toivn in Massachusetts

Children Born, the Nativity of Persons Married, and the Sex,



1889.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 1889.

according to the State Census of 1885,— the Births, Marriages, and

during the year 1889, — distinguishing the Sex and the Parentage of

Nativity, and Aggregate and Average Ages of the Number who Died.

MARRIAGES.



REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table I. — Births^ Marriages^ and Deaths,



1889.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

Registered during the year 1889 — Continued.



REGISTRATION REPORT.

Table I. — Births, Marriages, and Deaths,

[1889.



1889.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.

Registered during the year 1889— Continued.

MARRIAGES.



REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table 1. — Births^ Marriages^ and Deaths^
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Registered during the year 1889— ConMnuecl.
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Table I. — Births^ Marriages^ and Deaths^



1889.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 11

Registered during the year 1889— Continued.

MARRIAGlES.

27
2
2

661
4
15
22
4
1

75
78
17
20
24
39
13
5

7

907
205
97
35
66
71
58

187
8

24
34

341

Nativity.

Am. For.
Am.

Groom,
For.

Groom.

1,626 1,287 480

18



12 REGISTKATION EEPORT. [1889.

Table I. -— Births, Marriages, and Deaths,

Counties and

Towns.

Population,

State Census,

1885.

JSforfoik— Con.

Dover, .

Foxborough,
Franklin,
Holbrook,
Hyde Park,
Medfield,
Medway,
Millis, .

Milton, .

Needham,
Norfolk,
Norwood,
Quincy,
Randolph,
Sharon,

.

Stoughton,
Walpole,
"Wellesley,
Weymouth,
Wrentham,

Plymouth,

Abington,
Bridgewater,
Brockton,
Carver, .

Duxbury,
East Bridgewater
Halifax,
Hanover,
Hanson,
Hingham,
Hull, .

Kingston,
Lakeville,
Marion,
Marshfield,
Mattapoisett
Middleborou
Norwell,
Pembroke,
Plymouth,
Plyrapton,
Rochester,
Rockland,
Scituate,
Warehara,
West Bridgewater,
Whitman,

Suffolk,

Boston,

.

Chelsea,
Revere,

.

Winthrop,

WOKCESTER,

Ashburnham
Athol, .

Auburn,
Barre, .

Berlin, .

Blackstoue

664
2,814
3,983
2,334
8,376
1,594
2,777
683

3,555
2,586
825

2,921
12,145

3,807

1,328
5,173

2,443
3,013
10,740
2,710

81,680

3,827
20,783
1,091

1,924
2,812
530

1,966

1,227

4,375
451

1,570
980
965

1,649
1,215

5,163

1,589

1,313
7,239
600

1,021
4,785
2,350
3,254
1,707

3,595

421,109

390,393
25,709
3,637

1,370

244,039

2,058

4,758
1,268

2,093
899

5,436

BIRTHS.

1



1889.] BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 13

Registered duriyig the year 1889— Continued.

MARRIAGES.



14 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table I. — Births, Marriages, and Deaths

y

Counties and

Towns.

Population,

State Census,

1885.

Worcester— Con.

Bolton, .

Boylston,
Brooktield,
Charlton,
Clinton,
Dana, .

Douglas,
Dudley,
Fitchburg,
Garduer,
Grafton,
Hardwick.
Harvard,
Ilolden,
Hopedale,*
Hubbardston
Lancaster,
Leicester,
Leominster,
Lunenburg,
Mendon,
Milford,
Millbury,
New Braiutree,
Northborough,
Northbridge,
North Brookfield
Oakham,
Oxford,
Pax ton,.
Petersham,
Phillipston,
Princeton,
Royalston,
Rutland,
Shrewsbury
Southborough,
Southbridge
Spencer,
Sterling,
Sturbridge,
Sutton, .

Terapleton,
Upton, .

Uxbridge,
Warren,
Webster,
Westborough,
West Boylston,
West Brookfield
Westminster,
Winchendon,
Worcester, .

834
3,013
1,823
8,94.5

695
2,205
2,742

15,375
7,283

4,498
3,145
1,184

2,471

1,303
2,050
2,923
5,297
1,071

945
9,343
4,555
558

1,853
3,786
4,201
749

2,355
561

1,032
530

1,038

1,153
963

1,450
2,100
6,.500

8,247
1,331

1,980
3,101

2,627
2,265
2,948
4,032
6,220
4,880
2,927
1,747
1,5.56

3.872

F,

11
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Registered during the year 1889 — Concluded.

MARRIAGES.

14

Am.
Groom.

For.
Groom.

11

1

4
267

DEATHS.

17
13
57
22

150
12
35
53

315
158
92
53
24
42
15
30
29
55

17
151
94
10

37
77
60
12
41
14
17
4
16
18
17
26
27

163
117
28
42
72
56

27
69
71

144
138
56
36
31
74

1,532

Sex. Nativity.

For.

28
9

77

7

16
23

149
80

48
29
9

24
5

20
15
28
50
13
7

72
46
5

18
43

27

2
1

95
74
8

32
51

56
11
33
13

17

4
16
13
16
25
22

128
88
24
37
56
48
22
52
58
95
102
42
26
25
60

1,112

Unk
^«-

Agg'te. Av'ge.

17
12
56
22

150
12
34
53

315
158
91
53
23
42
14
30
29
55
95
23
17

151
94
10

37
77

60
12
41
14
17
4
16
18
17

26
27
162
117

883
477

2,129
985

4,591
516

1,427

1,777
10,227

4,420

3,

1,813

1,383

1,617
367

1,896
1,519

2,

4,508
1,009
870

6,767
3,623
371

1,

2,061

2,023
580

2,001

638
1,025
203
711

1,058
938

1,208
1,193

3,

3.405

28



16 KEGISTKATION EEPORT. [1889,

Table II. — BIRTHS. — 1889.

Distinguishing by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the Registered

Number of Children born alive during the year.

'2



1889.] BIKTHS.

Table II. — Continued.

17

« o



18 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table II. — Supplement. BIRTHS.— COLORED.

1889.

Distinguishing by Counties^ by Months^ and by Sex, the Registered

Number of Children other than white born alive during the

Year.

^3
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Table II. — Supplement. — Concluded.

U o



20 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Supplement A.

PLURALITY CASES. 9.



1889.] PLURALITY BIRTHS.

Supplement A. — Concluded.

21



22 REGISTRATION REPORT, [1889.

Supplement B.

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.— 1889

[Included in Tables I. and II.]

C CO



1889.] ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.

Supplement B. — Concluded.

23

"S •



24 EEGISTKATION REPORT. [1889.

Table III. — STILL-BORN.

Distinguisliwg by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the Registered

Number of Still-births during the Year.

1889.

5s



1889.] STILL-BORN.

Table III. — Concluded.

25

t3



26 EEGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table IV.— MARRIAGES.

Distinguishing by Counties and hy Months the Num-

Year and Months.
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Table IV. —MARRIAGES.

her of Marriages Registered during the Year 1889.



n REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table IY. — Supplement. MARRIAGES OF COLORED.

Dlslijigiiishing hjj Counties and by 3Ionths the Number of Marriages

of other than White Registered during the Year.

1889.

[Included in Table IV.]

C to
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Table IV. — Supplement. — Concluded.

29

"2 •



30 KEGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table V.

-

State and Counties

MARRIAGES.

By Age Periods. — 1889.
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Table V.— MARRIAGES.

State and Counties : By Age Periods. — 1889.



32 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table VI. —MARRIAGES.

Exiiihiting the Social Condition and Ages, respectively, of Parties

Married during the Year.

1889.

Aggregate— Of all Conditions.
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Table VI.— Continued.

(B.) First Marriuge of Male, and Subsequent Marriage of

Female.



34 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table VI. — Concluded.

(D.) Subsequent Marriage of Both Parties.



PLACE OF BIRTH OF GROOMS AND BRIDES

BY AGE PERIODS.
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Table VII. — PLACE OF BIRTH OF GROOMS
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AND BRIDES : By Age Periods,
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Table VII. — Continued.

[1889,
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Table VII. — Continued.

[1889.
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By Age Periods.

41
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Table VII. — Concluded.

[1889,
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By Age Periods.

PLACE OP^
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Table VIII. — DEATHS.

Distinguishing by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the Registered

Number of Persons who died during the Year

1889.

S to



1889.] DEATHS.

Table VIII. — Continued.

45

-

1
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Table VIII. — Supplement. DEATHS .
— COLORED.

Disti7iguishing by Coimties^ by Months^ and by Sex^ the Registered

Number of Persons, other than White, who died during the Year

1889.

[Included in Table VIIT.]

•o
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Table VIII.— Concluded.

47

n
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Table IX.— DEATHS BY AGE AND SEX,

Distinguishing by Age and Sex the Number of Deaths registered in each

Population, distinguishing Sex, according to the Census of 1885,— and

State and

Counties.
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AND BY COUNTIES AND TOWNS. — 1889.

County and Town in the State during the year 1889, — in Connection with the

also with the Percentage of the Registered Number of Deaths to the Population.

15
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and



1889.] DEATHS. 51

Age and Sex by Tow7is.

5
to

10
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Table IX.— Continued,

[1889.

Counties and
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889,
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Toivns.

5
to

10
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Toimis.

5
to

10
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Table IX. — Continued.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.

6
tc

10
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex hy Towns.

5
to

10
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Table IX. — Continued.

1

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.

5
to
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889,

Counties and

Towns.

Middlesex— Con

Shirley, .

Somerville,

Stoneham,

Stovjr,

Sudbury, .

Tewksbury,

{St.Almshouse)

Townsend,

Tyngsboroiigh,

Wakefield,

Waltbam,

.

Watertown,

Wayland,

Westford,

Weston, .

Wilmington,

Winchester,

Woburu, .

Nantucket Co

Population — 1885.

1,242

29,971

5,659

976

1,165

2,333

1,846

604

6,060

14,609

6,238

1,946

2,193

1,427

991

4,390

11,750

3,142

Ma.
Fe.

Ma
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma,
Fe

Ma.
Fe.

Ma,
Fe.

Ma,
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma,
Fe.

Ma.
Fe.

Ma,
Fe.

To.
Ma.
Fe.

585
657

14,190

15,781

2,726
2,933

484
492

583
582

1,037

1,296

894
952

299
305

2,882

3,178

6,708

7,901

3,004

3,234

987
959

1,059

1,134

744
683

486
505

2,152

2,238

5,902
5,848

3,142
1,340

1,802

Perct. Persons. Sex.
to Pop.

2-17

2-01

1-54

1-13

1-55

1-50

2-11

2-77

27

602

87

11

18

35

153

39

1-66
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and



1889.] DEATHS, 75



76 REGISTRATION REPORT.

Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Table IX. — Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.

5
to

10
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.

5
to

10
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Table IX.— Continued.

[1889.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.

6
to

10
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Table IX.— Concluded.

Counties and
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Age and Sex by Towns.
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Table X. — CAUSES OF

Distinguishing by Months, by Age, and by Sex, the Registered

arranged), during
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DEATH. — Nosological Arrangement.

Nuniber of Deaths from various Specified Causes (JSfosologically

the Year 1889.
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Table X. — Continued.

[1889,
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Nosological Arrangement.

89

o
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Table X. — Continued.

[1889.
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Nosological Arrayigement.

91

O
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Table X. — Continued.

[1889.

Causes of Death.

11. 1. Diatlietic— Con.

5. Canker (Xoiua),

6. Mortification, .

II. 2. Tubercular,

1. Scrofula, etc , .

— Scrofula,

^
— Celluliiis, .

— Lumbar Abscess,

— Goitre,

2. Tabes Mesenterica,

3. Phthisis (Consumption
of Lungs), .

4. Hj-drocephalus,

Local Diseases, .

III. 1. Nervous System,

1. Cephalitis, .

2. Apoplexy,

3. Paralysis,

4. Insanity,

5. Chorea, .

6. Epilepsy,

i
'• Totals, .

''
' Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Males, .

Totals, .

Males, •

Females,

118
71

47

7,222

3,530

101
45
56

1,051

553
498

5,581
2,666

2,915

266
223

18,187
9,192

8,995

5,393

2,754
2,639

700
630

1,220
595
625

1,146
563
583

?14
99

115

ni
62

49

305 272
280 305

208 212
218 1258

647 759
623 1672

204 !236 272
216 230 241

41

37 52

50 53
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Nosological Arrangement.

1
o
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Table X.— Continued.

[1889.

Causes of Death.

III. 1. Nerwus System— Con.

7. Tetanus,

8. Convulsions, .

9. Brain Diseases, etc.,

— Brain Di

Softening of Brain.

— Locomo. Ataxia,

— Neuralgia,.

III. 2. Organs of Circulatioyi,

1. Pericarditis, .

2. Aneurism,

3. Heart Diseases, etc.,

— Angina Pectoris,

— Embolism,

— Heart Disease, .

— Phlebitis, .

III. 3. Respiratory Organs,

1. Epistaxis,

2. Laryngitis, .

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

! Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

Totals, .

Males, .

Females,

464
422

253
210

282
136
146

121
78

43

36
29

7

24
10
14

3,437
1,698

1,739

118
53
65

39
30

3,280
1,615

1,665

70

40

3,115
1,5.33

1,582

7

3
4

5,093
2,598

2,495

3
1

2

35

124

14

165 119 157

162 139 130

109

128 109

138 109
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table X.— Continued.

[1889,
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table X.— Continued.

[1889,
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table X.— Continued.

[1889.
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Nosological Arrangemeyit.
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Table X. — Continued.
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table X. — Continued.

[1889,
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table X. — Concluded.

[1889.
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Nosological Arrange^nent.

107

1

1





Table XI.

CAUSES OF DEATH
NOSOLOGICALLY ARRANGED

(BY COUNTIES).



no KEGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

Table XL — CAUSES OF

ExMhitmg the Number of Deaths in each County^ from

[Still-births included-f]

CAUSES OF DEATH.
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DEATH. — Nosological Arrangement *

Specified Causes (statistically classified), during the Year 1889.

[Still-births included f]

s
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Table XI. — Continued.

[1889.

CAUSES OF DEATH,

I.— 1. Miasmatic.
Totals,

1. Small-pox,
2. Measles, ....
3. Scarlatina,

4. Diijhtheria,

5. Cerebro-spinal Meningitis,
6. Quinsy, ....
7. Croup, ....
8. Whooping-cough, .

9. Typhoid Fever,* .

10. Erysipelas,
11. Metria (Puerperal Fever),
12. Carbuncle,

13. Influenza,

1-i. Dysentery,
15. Diarrhoea,

16. Cholera Infantum,
17. Cholera, .

18. Ague,
19. Remittent Fever,
20. Kheumatism, .

Totals,

I.— 2. Enthetic.

1. Syphilis, .

2. Stricture Urethra,
3. Hydrophobia, .

4. Glanders,
5. Malignant Pustule,
6. Septicaemia, .

I.— 3. Dieiic.

Totals,

1. Privation,

2. Purpura and Scurvy,
3. Delirium Tremens,

\

4. Intoxication, \

Alcoholism,

I.— Parasitic.

Totals,

1. Thrush,
2. Worms,

State.

7,638

6

171

185
1,780

149
18

484
310

891
176

68

27

299
593

2,156

77

44
33

212

225

54
1

14
1

155

163

3

38
15

107

47

15
1

1

254

1

9

32
18

9

42
7

4

668

14

39
66
5

2

23
24

100
19

6

1

28
31

278
8

6

1

17

21

1

3

1

16

* Including "Fever," Typhus Fever, Continued Fever, and "Bilious" Fever.
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Nosological Arrangement,

113

1,002

17

19

276
11

2

64
27

123
35
7

97

5

5

14
4
1

6

11

2

2



114 REGISTRATION REPORT.

Table XI. — Coutinned.

[1889.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

II.— 1, Diathetic.

Totals,

1. Gout,
2. Dropsy,
3. Anaemia, .

4. Cancer,* .

5. Canker (Noma),
6. Mortification, .

II.— 2. Tubercular.

Totals,

1. Scrofula,

2. Tabes Mesenterica, . .

3. Phthisis (Consumption of Lungs), .

4. Hydrocephalus (Tubercular Meningitis),

III.— 1. Nervous System,

Totals,

1. Cephalitis,

2. Apoplexy,
o. Paralysis,

4. Insanity,

5. Chorea,
6. Epilepsy, . .

7. Tetanus,
8. Convulsions,
9. Brain Diseases, etc., ....

III. — 2. Organs of Circulation.

Totals,

1. Pericarditis, . .

2. Aneurism,
3. Heart Diseases, etc., .

III.— 3. Bespiratory Organs.

Totals,

Epistaxis, .

Laryngitis,

Bronchitis,

Pleurisy, .

Pneumonia,
Asthma, .

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7. Lunq Diseases, etc..

1,778

2

161
161

1,325

11

118

7,222

101

1,051

5,581

489

5,393

1,330

1,220

1,146

214
1

111
22

886
463

3,437

118
39

3,280

5,093

3

81
1,276

95
3,440

85
113

35

4

6

24

1

80

1

6

70
3

91

10

17

38
2

57

3

54

47

57

9

2

43

149

1

10

129
9

179

35
52
37

4

1

1

34
15

100

1

99

193

1

3

42
1

135
5

6

157

20
14
no

13

584

4
118
436
26

485

119
102
100
13

4
1

122
24

261

10

5

246

337

6

100
5

213
7

* Including 766 cases of Cancer part not stated, 207 Cancer of Stomach, 45 Cancer of Bowels,

104 Cancer of Liver, 117 Cancer of Uterus, 58 Cancer of Breast, 5 Cancer of Kidney, and 22 of

Epithelioma.
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Nosological Arrangement.

1
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Table XI.— Continued.

[1889.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

III.— 4. Digestive Orgmis.
Totals,

1

2.

3.

4.

6.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Gastritis,

.

Enteritis,

Peritonitis,

Ascites, ...
Ulceration of Intestines,

Hernia, ...
Ileus,

Intussusception,
Stricture of Intestines,

Fistula, .

Stomach Diseases, etc
,

Pancreas Disease, .

Hepatitis,

Jaundice,
Liver Diseases, etc.,

Spleen Disease,

in.— 9. Urinary Organs.

Totals,

Nephritis (Bright's Disease, etc.),

Ischuria, .

Diabetes,

.

Calculus (Gravel, etc.).

Cystitis, .

Kidney Diseases, etc.,

in.— 6. Generative Organs.

Totals,

Ovarian Dropsy, . . . ,

Uterus Diseases, etc.,

III.— 7. Organs of Locomotion.

Totals,

Arthritis,

Joi7it Diseases, etc.,*

III.— 8. Integumentary System.

Totals,

Phlegmon,
Ulcer,

Skin Diseases, etc., . . . .

State.

2,411

268
710
462
22
34
83
126
16

22
4

193
4

110
86
268

3

1,572

990
4

139

14
125

300

67

33
34

102

4

98

112

85
4

23

39

2

4
10

22

12

3

1

6

9

19

22
3
1

3

2

56

28
1

6

2

3

16

252

15

120

46
2

II

8

3

1

17

12

5

12

119

80

18

7

14

Includmg 53 Disease of Spine, and 20 Hip Disease.
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Nosological Arrangement.
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Table XI.— Concluded.

[1889.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

IV. — 1. Dev Diseases of Children
Totals,

1. Still-born,

2. Infantile, Premature, etc.,*

3. Cyanosis,
4. Spina Bifida, ....
o. Other Malformations,
6. Teething,

IV.— 2. Dev. Diseases of Adults
Totals,

1. Paramenia,
2. Childbirth,!

IV.— .3. Dev. Diseases of Old People.
1. Old Age

IV.— 4 Dev. Di'ieases of Nutrition.
1. AtrojDhy and Debility,

V.— 1. Accident or Negligence.
Totals,

1. Fractures and Contusions,
2. Wounds,
3. Burns and Scalds, ....
4 Poison,
5. Drowning (and Lost at Sea), .

6. Suffocation (and Strangulation),
7. Otherwise,J
8. Casualty,§
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Nosological Arrangement.
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NOTE.

Previously to the adoption, in the Registration Report of

1855, of the present Nosological Arrangement of tables

XL andXIL, the term " Infantile " in those tables included

under a single designation not only all deaths returned under

the several heads "Infantile," '' Premature," or "Premature

Births," but also all ascribed to "Debility "or "Unknown"
causes, if under two years of age.

This plan was continued until the Registration Report of

1868. in which, to secure greater accuracy, the method now
employed was adopted, by which Deaths returned under the

head of "Premature," "Premature Births," or "Infantile," are

stated separately in tables IX. and X., and combined in tables

XI. and XII. Deaths of children under two years, from

"Debility" or " Unknown " cause, are no longer classed as

"Infantile."

See Registration Report of 1868, p. cv, for a fuller explana-

tion.
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Table XIII. — Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts

5
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for each of the TJiirty-three Years, 1857 to 1889.

1865 1867 1868 1871 1872 CAUSES OF DEATH.

27,011

26,340

3,211

6,541

6,443

4,215

930

3,051

43
100
17

1,077

5,464

2,557
160

1,361

137

24,683

24,105

5,856

6,422

6,474

4,378

975

5,765
20
54
17

1,092

5,330

2,334
876

2,024
829
222
31
83
75

2,686
201

1,358
133

23,779

23,301

5,505

6,129

6,344

4,432

891

5,409
36
47
13

1,046
5,<

2,286
891

1,825
882
276
41
78
65

2,771
196

1,341
124

801

18 25

453

26,653

25,189

6,299

7,164

3,865

999

1,142

5,157

2,605
1,020
2,157
887
303
46

1,958
211

'387

893

16
88
2

1,433

27,148

25,713

7,184

4,027

1,042

1,173

5,396

2,576
947

2,231
870
351
29

2,065
254

1,375
333

23

1,412

28,348

6,913

7,185

7,559

4,206

1,135

6,767
47
90

1,306

5,879

2,776
1,004
2,185
987
392
40
97
78

2,118
259

1,444
385

1,015

26

1,324

28,043

6,538

7,272

8,166

4,771

1.296

1,313

5,959

2.855
1,186
2,356
1,1

470
40
93
97

2,465
233

1,554
519

16

1,274

36,302

34,845

10,787

8,042

9,622

5,103

1,291

10,586
37
154
10

1,149
6,593

1,254
2,834
1,182
467
48
114
105

2,594
271

1,664
574

1,147

ALL CAUSES.

SPECIFIED CAUSES.

[CLASSES.]

ZYMOTIC DISEASES,

CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASES,

LOCAL DISEASES, .

DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASES,

VIOLENT DEATHS, .

[ORDERS.]
1. Miasmatic Diseases,
2. Enthetic Diseases.
3. DiETic Diseases.
4. Parasitic Diseases.

1. Diathetic Diseases,
2. Tubercular Diseases.

Diseases op—
1. Nervous System,
2. Organs of. Circulation.
3. Respiratory Organs.
4. Digestive Organs.
5. Urinary Organs.
6. Organs of Generation.
7. Organs of Locomotion.
8. Integumentary System.

Developmental Diseases of-
1. Children,
2. Adults.
3. Old People.
4. Diseases of Nutrition.

I.

II.

ni.

IV.

V.

n.

III.

Accident or Negligence,
Battle. .

Homicide. '

Suicide.
Execution.

IV.

V.

1,445

Sudden, Cause unascertained.

Causes not stated, or ill-defined.
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Table XIII. — Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts
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for each of the Thirty-three Years^ 1S57 to 1889. — Continued.

1881
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Table XIII. — Continued.

[1889.

CAUSES OF DEATH. 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1863 1864

Order 1.

1. Sraall-pox, ....
2. Measles, ....
3. Scarlatiua, ....
4. Diphtheria,
5. Cerebro-spinal Meuingitie,

6. Quinsy, ....
7. Croup, ....
8. Whooping-cough,
9. Typhoid Fever, .

10. Erysipelas,
11. Metria (Puerperal Fever),
12. Carbuncle,....
13. Influenza, ....
14. Dysentery,....
15. Diarrhoea, ....
16. Cholera Infantum, .

17. Cholera
18. Ague,
19. Remittent Fever,
20. Rheumatism,

Order 2.

1. Syphilis,

2. Stricture of Urethra,
3. Hydrophobia, .

4. Glanders, .

5. Malignant Pustule, .

6. Septicaemia,

Order 3.

1. Privation,
2. Purpura and Scurvy,
3. Delirium Tremens, ; Alcoholism,
4. Intemperance, S

Order 4.

1. Thrush,
2. Worms,

Order 1.

Gout, .

Dropsy,
Anaemia, .

Cancer,
Noma (Canker),
Mortification,

Order 2,

1. Scrofula,
2. Tabes Mesenterica,
3. Phthisis (Consumption), . . . ,

4. Hydrocephalus (Tubercular Meningitis)

Order 1

1. Cephalitis
2. Apoplexy,
3. Paralysis,
4. Insanity,
5. Chorea,
6. Epilepsy,
7. Tetanus,
8. Convulsions,
9. Brain Diseases, etc

Order 2

1. Pericarditis,

2. Aneurism, .

3. Heart Diseases, etc., .

23
101

2,013

518
280

1,010
137
41
3

92
715
135
631

12
301

1,033
18

51

497
347
901
147
41
2
76

752
175
720

105
224

4,625
409

415
163
331
58
2

138
9

421
185

255
110

1,006
32

42
528
357
932
148
53
5

50
612
151

831

334
224
916
258

37
579
203
937
178
67

3

67
441
274

1.078

29
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Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.
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Table XIII.— Continued.

[1889.

1
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Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.

137

1881
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Table XIII. — Continued.

[1889,

CAUSES OF DEATH. 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1883

Okder 3.

1. Epistaxis, .

2. Laryngitis, .

3. Brouchitie, .

4. Pleurisy,
5. Pneumonia,
6. Asthma,
7. Lung Diseases, etc.,

Order 2.

1. Paramenia,
2. Childbirth, .

1. Old Age,
Order 3.

Order 4.

Gastritis,
Enteritis, .

Peritonitis, .

Ascites,
Ulceration of Intestines,
Hernia,
Ileus, ....
Intussusceplion,
Stricture of Intestines,
Fistula,
Stomach Diseases, etc.,

Pa7]creas Disease,
Hepatitis, .

Jaundice, .

Liver Diseases, etc., .

Spleen Diseases, etc.,

Order 5.

1. Nephritis (Bright's Dis., etc.)

2. Ischuria,
3. Diabetes,
4. Calculus (Gravel, etc.),

5. Cystitis,

6. Kidney Diseases, etc.,

Order 6,

1. Ovarian Dropsy,
2. Uterus Diseases, etc.,

Order 7.

1. Arthritis, .

2. Joint Diseases, etc., .

Order 8,

1. Phlegmon, .

2. Ulcer
3. Skin Diseases, etc., .

Order 1.

1. Still-born, .

2. Infantile, Premature, etc.

3. Cyanosis, .

4. Spina Bifida,
5. Other Malformations,
6. Teething, .

Order 4.

1. Atrophy and Debility,

1

S9
115

1,075
22
3'

1,326
9

1

3
380

1

196

1,199

127

122

1,174
38
33

34
202
16

26
134

74

1,314
28
3

11

353

1,132

4
41

126
1,16'

30

15
110
119

1,333
50
62

50
276
56
19
23
30

70
5

1

2
108

1

31
35
143

36 41
7 13
5 7

739 1,062|

1,280 1,359

27

t
294

3
203 229

1,168 1,101

71 144

18

188
119

1,285
42
53

239

45|
12

^i40'

50|

1

is!

1,017

1,446
25
5

35
321

5

212

185
102

1,140
44
52

20
4
12

285

143

1,1c

148; 148

I

11

197

128
1,724

58
63

20

903
1,259

19
6

10
256

1,391
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Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.

1865
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Table XIII.— Continued.

[1889,
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Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.

141
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Table XIII. —Concluded.

[1889,

CAUSES OF DEATK. 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864

Order 1.

(Accident or Negligence.)
1. FracUires aud Contusioue,

.

2. Wounds,
3. Burns and Scalds,

4. Poison,
5. Drowning (and Lost at Sea), .

6. Saffocation (and Strangulation),
7. Otherwise,
8. ' Casualty," ....

Order 2.

1. Battle,

Order 3.

1. Homicide,

Order 4.

1. Suicide,

1. Execution,
Order 5.

Sudden, cause unascertained.

Causes not specified.

235

27

97

16

482

90
22

210
16
19
195

62

100
13

273
17

25
236

83 113

94

109
18

331
23
85

244

92

82

135
24
197
20
35

290

298

92

38

661

102
29
276
19
43

244

32

691

141

137
26
283
30
33

303

634



1889.] CAUSES OF DEATH. 143

Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.

1865
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Table XIII. —Concluded.

[1889.
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Causes of Death registered in Massachusetts.
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Table XIV.— DEATHS IN EACH TOWN
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FROM SPECIAL CAUSES IN 1889.

1^
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Table XIV.— Continued.
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Deaths in each Town from Special Causes.

2 a>
r > ^ >>

*— ^ c

S ^ a Q

23

28 31

12

278

2
1

3

1

165
1

2
50
4

252

12

4

27

436

19
1

2
3

9
5

187
4

5

87
11

5

6
2
2

10
5

68

697

24
15
26

213

94

100

1

1

1
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Table XIV .— Continued.
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Table XIY.— Continued.
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Deaths in each Town from Special Causes.

If
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Table XIV.— Continued.

[1889.
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Deaths in each Toivn from Special Causes.

i-^
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Table XIV. — Continued.
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Table XIV. — Concluded.

Counties and Towns.
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Table XVI. — OCCUPATIONS. — 1889.

Sliowing the Occupations of Fathers of all Children horyi alive; Occu-

pations of Grooms; and of the Deceased^ both Male and Female;

also Average and Aggregate Ages of Deceased Males.
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Table XVI. — Continued.

169

OCCUPATIOXS OF-

Professional — Con.

Amusements,....
Comedians (actors),
Elocutiouiets, .

Education, ....
Professors,
Teachers, ....

Science,

Architects,
Civil engineers, .

Draughtsmen, .
'.

Surveyors,

Domestic Service.

Boarding and lodging.

Boarding-house keepers.
Hotel employes,
Hotel keepers, .

liestuuraut keepers.
Saloon keepers,
Waiters (restaurant),

Domestic service (private fam
Hies)

Coachmen,
Cooks, ....
Domestic servants, .

Housekeepers, .

Housewives,
Laui.drymeu, .

Personal Service.

Personal Service, .

Barbers, ....
Bar tenders.
Chimney sweepers, .

Engineers,
Firemen (stationary engine).
Janitors
Nurses
Stewards, ....
Undertakers, .

Washerwomen,
Watchmen (71. s.)) •

Trade.

MerchaniH and dealers.

Booksellers,
Butchers, ....
Clothiers (retail dealers cloth

ing), ....
Druggists and apothecarief

(retail dealers), .

Grocers, ....
Junk dealers, .

Liquor dealers,
News dealers, .

Peddlers, ....
Stove dealers, .

Tobacciuists, .

Traders and dealers {n. s.).

24
1

116

16
100

109

27
35
32
15

17
7

44
41
72

118

467

280
125
30

32

1,507

522
92

475
45
108

5

30
44

186

11

349

150
497

18

424

17

1,842

Mar-
riages.

Males,
Fe-

males

26
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Table XVI.— Continued.
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Table XVI. — Continued.

OCCUPATIONS OF-

Agriculture.

Agriculture, .

Fannerp, .

Farm laborers,

.

Gardeners,

Care of animals, etc, .

Drovers (cattle),

The Fisheries.

The fisheries.

Fishermen,

Manufactures.

Agricultural implements

,

Shovel makers.

Arms and ammuiiition.

Fire-arms makers, .

Gunsmiths,
Powder makers,

Artisans' tools.

File makers,
Tool makers.

Boots and shoes, ...
Boot and shoe makers, .

Boot and shoe (manufactur
ers), ....

Shoe binders, etc., .

Shoe cutters.

Shoe lasters.

Boxes (paper and wooden),

Box makers,

Bricks, tiles and sewer pipes.

Brick makers, .

Brooms, brushes and mops.

Brush makers,

Building,

Carpenters,
Carpenters and joiners,
Gas fitters and plumbers
Glaziers, .

Masons,
Painters, .

Paper hangers,

.

Pavers,
Plasterers,
Plumbers,.
Slaters,

Whitewashers,

Carpetings

Carpet factory operatives.

2,251

2,024

Mar-
riages.

32
195

46

3,666

3.114

100

,721

4
118
24

839

,223
59

104
265

1,095

967
18

110

140

1,348

1,083

35

19
166
45

1,841

918

14

7

242
417
22

22
158
29
3

1,237
1

65

Fe-
males.

92

1,303

1,237
1

65

92

Males.

8
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Table XVI. — Continued.
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Table XVI. — Continued.
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Table XVI.— Continued.
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Table XVI. — Continued.

OCCUrATIONS OF-

Fathers.

Manufactures -

Wooden Goods— Con.

Con.

Coopers, . . . .

Laft makers, .

Pail milkers,
Kattan workers,
Tub makers.
Woodturners, .

Wood workers (general),

Woolle7i goods,

Woollen mill carders.
Woollen mill operatives,
Woollen mill spinners, ,

Woollen mill weavers, .

Woollen manufacturers,

,

Wool sorters, .

Worsted goods,

Operatives (worsted mill),

Indefinite f ....
Foremen and overseers {n. s.)

Manufacturers (n. s.)»

Meciianics {n. s.)« •

Operatives {n. s.), .

3/lning, .

Miners,
Quarrymen,

Laborers.

Laborers,

Laborers, .

Apprentices.

Apprentices, .

Apprentices, .

Scholars.

Scholars {public school),

Students.

Students,

Retired.

Retired,

Engineers (railroad),

Flax dressers, .

Gentlemen,
Ladies,
Retired,

Not Productive.

Al)t productive, . . . .

Delinquent
Homeless children (institu-

tion)

46

5,687

418
251
485

4.533

10,263

12

Grooms.

Mar-
kiages

2,037

121
145

2,236

-. 23

Males.
Fe-

males.

125

105

111

44
1

1

8



176 REGISTRATION REPORT.

Table XVI. — Continued.

[1889,
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Table XVI.—Supplement. LONGEVITY OF FEMALP^S.

Showing the Nmnher^ icith their Average and Aggregate Ages, of

Females whose occupations were Specified and Deaths registered

in 1889.

OCCUPATIONS.
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Table XVII.— GENERAL ABSTRACT FOR THE
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS, 1865-1889.

Exhibiting the number of Births^ Marriages and Deaths registered

in the several Counties and Towns in Massachusetts for the Twenty-

Jim years, 1865-89, distinguishiyig the Sex of Children born and

of 2>erso7is who died in each Town, and the Average Age of those

deceased in each County, during the period specified.
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Table XYII. — General Abstract for Twenty-jive Tears— Con.

Counties and

TOWNS.

BiKTHS.

Barnstable County,

Barnstable, .

liouriie,*

Brewster,
Chatham,
Dennis, .

East ham,
Falmouth,
Harwich,
Mash pee,

t

Orleans,
.rrovincetowu,
Sandwich,
Truro, .

Wellfleet,
Yarmouth, ,

Berkshire County,

Adams, .

Alford, .

Becket, .

Cheshire,
Clarksburg, .

Daiton, .

Egremont,
Florida,

.

(xt. Barrington,
Hancock,
Hinsdale,
Lanesborough,
Lee,
Lenox, .

Monterey,
Mt. Washington
New Ashford,
New Marlborough
North Adams, %
Otis,
Peru,
Pittstield,

Richmond, .

Sandisfield, .

Savoy , .

Sheffield,
Stockbridge, .

Tyringham, .

Washington,
W. Stockbridge
Williarastown,
Windsor,

Bristol County,

Acushnet,
Attleborough
Berkley,
Dartmouth
Dighton,
Easton, .

Fairhaven,
Fall River,
Freetown,
Mansfield,
New Bedford,

Per-

sons.

Skx.

1.5,207

1,635
138
535

1,065

1,594
270
942

1,538
175
537

2,812
1,590
637
878
861

42,867

7,994
186
495
868
362

1,075
310
488

2,210
320

1,135
944

2,329
1,454
275
69

85

1,009

5,287
286
179

8,099
549
449
344

1,163
905
316
192

1,236
1,983
271

438
6,996
285

1,637
952

2,329
1,0.56

33,031
564

1,480
16,568

Males. Fem. Unk.

r,8i2

796

285
546

154
460
811
98

273
1,431

829
329
448
482

22,054

4,127
90

263
445
186
536
149
243

1,159
163
564
484

1,175
764
131
33
41
535

2,730
176
89

4,175
263
216
170
640
468
152
104
628

1,020
135

85,411 43,718

240
3,626
142
828
478

1,231
530

16,808
295
729

8,315

828
66

249

116
481
725
77

264
1,-379

761
308
418
379

20,757

3,860
96

229
422
176
539
160
242

1,0.50

157
571
455

1,153
690
143
36
44
474

2,550
110
90

3,912
284
2.33

174
521
435
164
88

607

^56
136

41,590

198
3,356
143
809
466

1,098
526

16,189
266
751

8,235

12

56

Mar-
RIAGKS

Couples.

953
57

252
520
788
121
454
862
59

330

1,071
606
208
402
364

13,406

2,499
62
184

334
166
84

900
78

385
197
777
268
124
41

25
253

1,336
170
60

2,647
110
230
148
409
362
111
65

3.30

600
116

31,379

199
2,091

149
604
407
610
513

11,441
268
500

7,711

Deaths.

Per-

sons.

13,982

1,762
135
520

1,014
1,453
289

1,112

1,198
148

721

.1.894

1,350
490
901
995

28,636

4,620
183
470
573
211

755
329
332

1,762
245
746
483

1,893
733

48
636

2,670
308
188

5,557
301
409
298
982
796
224
170
788

1,337
235

65,641

433
3,847
318

1,473
733

1,512
1,221

25,757
606

1,105

13,492

Skx.

Males. Fem. IJnk.

7,058

852
77

261
5U9
736
1.53

559
593
76

346
1.023
705
256
448
464

14,325

2,345

,86
235
302
111
363
179
205
840
120
369
250
931
364
144
33
28

324
1,309
166
86

2,765
1.54

199
141
499
403
105
80

403
666
120

32,608

210
1,888
160
746
323
771
580

12,826
318
544

906
58

258
504
714
136
552
585
72

375
868
643
234
444
524

14,251

97
233
268
100

149
123
920
125
377
231

144
33
20
312

1,359
142
101

2,775
146
2<»9

157
482
392
118
90
383
661
115

32,990

222
1,957
157
727
407
740
636

12,929
283
560

6,792

Six years only. t Twenty years only. J Twelve years only,
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Table XVII. — General Abstract for Twenty-Jive Years— Con.
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Table XYII. — General Abstract for Twenty-Jive Tears— Con.
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Table XVII. — General Abstract for Tiventy-Jiue Years— Con.

Counties and

Towns.

JhctyijjHhii'e— Con.
Snnthampton,
Ware, .

AVesthampton,
Williamsburg,
Worthiugton,

Middlesex County.

Acton, .

Arlington,
Ashby, .

Ashland,
Ayer,* .

Bedford,
Belrarmt,
Billerica,
Boxborough
Brighton,!
Burlington,
Cambridge,
Carlisle,

Charlestown,!
Chelmsford,
Concord,
Dracut, .

Dunstable,
Everett,!
Fraraingham
Groton, .

Holliston,
Hopkinton,
Hudson,

§

Lexington,
Lincoln,
Littleton,
Lowell,

.

Maiden,
Marlborough
Maynard,*
Mtdford,
Melrose,
iSTatick, .

I:5"ewton,

North Reading
Pepperell,
Heading,
Sherborn,
Shirley,
Somerville,
Stoneham,
Stow,
Sudbury,
Tewksbury,
{State Almshouse)
Townsend,
Tyngsbnrough
Wakefield,
Waltham,
Watertown,
Way land,
Westford,
Weston,
Wilmington
Winchester,
Woburn.
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Table XVII. — General Abstract for Ticenty-Jioe Years— Con.
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Supplement to Table XVIII.

PLURALITY BIRTHS. — Twenty-Five Years, 1865-89,

[Included in Tables XVII. and XVIII]



1889.] PLURALITY BIRTHS. 189

Supplement TO Table XVIII. — Conclucled.

-3
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Table XIX. — STILL-BORN. — Twenty-five Yeaes,

1865-89.

Distivguisldng by Counties, by Months, and by Sex, the Registered

Number of Still-births during the Twenty-Jive Years, 1865-89.

il
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Table XIX.— Concluded.



192 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.



1889.] MARRIAGES. — TWENTY-FIVE YEARS. 193

Table XXL —MARRIAGES. — Twenty-five Years,

1865-89.

Showivg the Social Condition and Ages of Parties Married during

the Twenty-Jive Years, 1865-89.

Aggregate— Of all Conditions.

03
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Table XXI. — Continued.

(B.) First Marriage of Male, and Subsequent Marriage of

Female.

s
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Table XXI. — Concluded.

(D.) Subsequent Marriage of both Parties.
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Divorces in Massachusetts.

1889.
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SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS.





FOETY-EIGHTH EEGISTEATION EEPORT.

(1889.)

The following observations upon the Births, Marriages and Deaths registered in Mas-

sachusetts in 1889, are intended to present a summary of the statistics compiled in the

office of the Secretary of State from the official returns received from the registration

officers of the cities and towns.

Since the summary observations upon the statistics of Births, Marriages and Deaths

of 1889 are compiled in the latter part of the year 1890, and also at a period subsequent

to the taking of the National Census of 1890, the estimates of population for the year

1889 are based upon the recent National Census, the method adopted being that of sub-

tracting one-fifth of the diflference between the Census of 1885 and that of 1890 from the

figures of the latter.

A condensed estimate of the population is presented, since all deductions relative to

rates of births, marriages and deaths must necessarily be founded upon the number of

the population, as the most essential factor. Other important factors which are con-

sidered, are age, sex, nativity, seasons of the year, localities, and density of the popula-

tion ; and, in that division of the Report which relates to mortality, special prominence
is given to the causes of death, and particularly to those causes which have sanitary

significance, some of which are recognized as more or less preventable.

By the provisions of recent statutes, it is also required that the statistics of Divorces,

and the Returns of the Medical Examiners relative to deaths by violence, shall be pub-
lished in the Registration Report.

The number of births returned by the Registration Officers of

Massachusetts for the year 1889 was 57,075, the number of mar-

riages was 20,397 and of deaths 41, 777;. or 2,182 more births,

658 more marriages and 320 less deaths than were recorded in

1888.

The aggregate registration, including 2,021 still-births, was

121,270, which was 2,598 greater than that of 1888.

The excess of living births over the deaths was 15,298, or

2,502 more than that of 1888, and was greater than that of

any previous year since the beginning of registration.

The ratios to the living population for 1889 were as follows,

upon ah estimated population of 2,175,153 :
—

Birth-rcate, . . .
"

. 26*24 to 1,000 of the estimated population.

Marriage-rate (marriages), .9-37 " "

(Persons married),. . .18-75 " "

Death-rate, .... 19*21

Excess of births over deaths, .7*03 " "

These rates would indicate, upon the estimated population,

one child born alive to each 38 persons, one person married to

53 persons and one death to 52 living persons.
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The same data also indicate a daily average of 156 births,

56 marriages and 114 deaths during the year 1889.

In table 1 are presented the population, the number of

births, marriages and deaths, the excess of births over deaths,

the birth, marriage and death rates, and the natural rate of

increase of the population for a period of forty years. By
this table it appears that the birth-rate of 1889 was greater

than that of any year since 1875.

The marriage-rate was greater than that of 1888, but less

than that of 1887.

The death-rate was less than that of any year except 1886

since 1879.

* Table 1. — Births, Marriages and Deaths^ with the Population and
Rates, 1850-1889.
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Table 2. SJwivwg Bates for Periods ending with Census Years,

1853-1885.
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POPULATION.

The followino; summary observations upon the vital statistics

of Massachusetts for the year 1889, having been compiled

immediately after the taking of the National census of 1890,

are based upon the statistics of that census.

The mortality-rates which are given in Table IX. of the fore-

going series of tables are calculated upon the State census of

1885 ; but the rapid growth of the State during the ensuing

years makes the mortality-rates in Table IX. more or less inac-

curate in direct proportion to the rapidity of growth of each

city or town.

In computing the population of the year 1889, one-fifth

of the diiference between the State census of 1885 and the

national census of 1890 is subtracted from the latter in the case

of the State, the counties, and of each city and town in which

there was an increase of population. In the case of those

towns in which there was a decrease, one-fifth of the difference

is added to the population of 1890.

The population of the State for the year 1889 computed by

the foregoing method was 2,175,153.

The statistics of the years 1886, 1887 and 1888 in Table 1

upon page 238 are corrected in accordance with the same

method, and therefore differ slightly from those stated in the

Registration Reports of those years.

The changes in population from 1765 to 1890, together with

the annual rates of increase, as shown by the colonial, national

and State census enumerations, are given in the following

table :
—
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Table 4. — Population of Massachusetts and Annual Rates of
Increase^ 1765-1890, compiled from Colonial, United States and
State Census Reports.*

YEARS.
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BIRTHS.

The number of births registered in 1889 was 57,075, which

was hiro^er than that of any year since the beainnins: of re^-is-

tration in Massachusetts ; and the rate for living births, as

calculated from the estimated population (2G-24), was also

larger than that of any year since 1875. It was consequently

larger than the average rate of either of the five-year periods

(1876-1880 and 1881-1885).

The rate was also less than those of the periods 1856-1860

and 1871-1875, but was greater than that of the period which

included the years of the Rebellion (1861-1865), and also that

of the period immediately following (1866-1870). In table 6

are presented the number of births and of still-births for a

period of twenty years, and in table 7 the birth-rates for

thirty-nine years, in groups of five years each.
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Table 7. — Shoiving Birth-rates^ 1851-1889.

1851,

1852,

1853,

1854,

1855,

1856,

1857,

1858,

1859,

18G0,

1861,

1862,

1863,

18(»,

1865,

1866,

1867,

1868,

1869,

1870,

Births to 1,000 of Popu-

lation.

28-62
29-00
28-76
29-00
29-01

29-91
30-17
28-97
29-26
29-28

28-63
25-92
24-20
24-17
23-87

26-16
26-17
26-26
25-20
26-25

^28-88

29-51

}> 25-35

}> 26-07

1871,

1872,

1873,

1874,

1875,

1876,

1877,

1878,

1879,

1880,

1881,

1882,

1883,

1884,

1885,

1886,

1887,

1888,

1889,

Births to 1,000 of Popu-

lation.

26-63
28-22
28-21
28-32
26-63

25-51
25-25
24-73
23-46
24-80

24-91
24-72
25-15
25-41
25-12

25-39
25-83
25-93
26-24

!> 27-62

24-74

25-08

The birth-rate of Europe, exclusive of Russia (1865-1883),

was 35-4 to 1,000 of the living population ; that of Russia for

the same period was 49-4, and that of all Europe was 38-7.

The four European groups rank as follows :
—

Eastern Europe (Russia), 49*4

Central Europe, 37-6

Southern Europe, 34-0

North-western Europe, 32-0

The countries having the highest and the lowest birth-rate

are as follows :
—

1. Russia, 1867-78, .

2. Croatia, 1874-80, .

3. Servia, 1879-83, .

4. Hungary, 1865-83,
5. Wurtemberg, 1865-83,

Average, .

Highest.

49-4
45-3
43-6
43-0
42-6
44-8

5. Sweden, 1865-82, .

4 Switzerland, 1870-83,

3. Greece, 1865-82, .

2. Ireland, 1865-83, .

1. France, 1870-82, .

Average, .

Lowest.

30-2
30-2
28-4
26-4
25-4
29-0
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In Table 8 are presented the numbers of births by counties

for a period of twenty years, and the birth-rates of census

years.

In this table the births and birth-rate of each county for any

given year may be compared with those of other counties, and

with those of the State for the same year, and also with the

births and birth-rates of the same county in other years.

These tables show a considerable degree of uniformity in the

l)irth-rates of different counties Avhen the birth-rates of the

same counties are compared for different census years, while

the birth-rates of counties present marked variations when

compared with each other, Suffolk County having the highest

rates and Dukes and Nantucket the lowest.

As compared with the births for 1888, there was an increase

in every county except Barnstable and Berkshire.
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Table 9. — Birth-rates according to Population.
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The statistics of Pittsfield, Chicopee and Marlborough are

added to the present report, these municipalities having become

cities since the date of the last report, making the total num-

ber of incorporated cities twenty-eight.

Table 10. — Births and Birth-rates^ by 3fonths and Quarters^

1888-1889.
'
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Table 11.— Living Births. — By Months, Quarter,

of Six Months. — Twenty Years.

and Periods

Years.
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tember, July, November, March, June, January, May, April,

February.

Table 12. — Births. — Ratio of Males to Females. — Thirty-six

Years. Massachusetts.
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The excess of children born of foreign parents over those of

native parentage was 4,500, which was greater by 1,558 than

the excess of the same chiss in 1888. It was also greater than

that of any year since the beginning of registration. The

excess of foreign births in 1871-1872-1873 and 1874 was

nearly as high as that of 1889.

The number born of mixed parentage was 11,763, which

was 208 greater than that of 1888, and also greater than that

of any previous year.

The excess of native over foreign births was as follows :
—

In Barnstable County, 3*8 to one.

Berkshire " 1-4 "

Dukes " 5-3 "

Essex " ...... 1-1 "

Franklin " 1-7 "

Hampshire " 1-2 "

Nantucket " 42-0 "

Norfolk " " 1-2 "

Plymouth " 2*6 "

The excess of foreign over native births was as follows :
—

In Bristol County,. 1-8 to one.

Hampden " . . . . . . . 1-5 "

Middlesex " 1-2 "

Suffolk - 1-8 "

Worcester " 1-3 "

There was an increase in the ratio of excess of native births

as compared with 1888, in Essex, Franklin, Nantucket and

Plymouth. There was also an increase in the ratio of excess

of foreign over native births in Bristol, Hampden, Middlesex,

Suffolk and Worcester counties as compared with 1888.

There was also an increase, in every county except Berk-

shire, Dukes, Hampshire and Nantucket, in the number of

children who were born of mixed parentage.



1889.] SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS. 255



256 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.



1889.] SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS. 257

Table 14.

—

Percentage* of Native arid Foreign Livivg Births in

1889, and in each of the Previous Nine Years.
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Table 17.— Parentage of Plural Births.— Twenty Years.
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Table 18.— Plural Births. — Twenty Years.

YEARS.
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Table 19.— Illegitimate Living Births registered in Twenty Years.
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Illegitimate Births. — Nativity of Mothers. — In table 20

are presented the statistics relative to the nativity of mothers

of illegitimate children for a period of twenty years.

The ratio of such children born of native mothers in 1889

was 45-9 per cent., which was less than that of 1888 by -9 per

cent., and also less than that of any previous year except 1875

and 1887. It was also less by 5 per cent, than the average of

the twenty-year period (1870-1889).

The ratio of such children born of foreign mothers was less

by 3-1 per cent, than that of 1888, but greater by 4-7 per

cent, than the average of the twenty-year period.

In table 21 is presented the nativity of illegitimate births

in Massachusetts by counties for the year 1889, and also for

the ten-year period (1880-89.) The highest percentages of

such births of native-born mothers occurred in Barnstable,

Dukes, Nantucket, Franklin, Hampshire and Plymouth coun-

ties for the ten-year period, and in the same counties for 1889 ;

and the lowest in Suffolk, Middlesex and Bristol for 1889, and

also for the ten-year period.

In table 22 are presented the statistics relative to the ratio

of illegitimate births to each thousand living births by coun-

ties for the period of ten years (1880-89), by which it appears

that Suffolk county presented the highest ratio, both for the

whole period, and also for the single year 1889. For the

whole period Dukes and Nantucket counties together came

next in order, but for the single year 1889 Dukes county pre-

sented a ratio of but 14-7 per 1,000 and Nantucket 38-5.

The lowest ratios both for the whole period and for the year

1889 were presented in Berkshire, Bristol, Franklin, Hamp-

den, Hampshire, Norfolk and Worcester counties.
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MARRIAGES.

The number of marriao^es registered in Massachusetts in

1889 was 20,397, which was 658 more than the number regis-

tered in 1888, and 864 more than that of 1887, and was also

greater than that of any previous year. The number of per-

sons married for each thousand of the estimated living popu-

lation was 18 76, and the number of marriages to each thousand

was 9-38.

There was one person married to every 53*3 of the esti-

mated population, as compared with one in each 53*7 in 1888

and 52-8 in 1887.

Table 23.
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1870-1879, and -44 greater than that of the decade 1880-1889.

It was also 14 less than the average of the period of thirty-five

years represented in the foregoing table, 1855-1889.

The following table (24) presents the number of marriages

in each county for each year in the period of ten years, 1880-

1889, together with the marriage-rates, or number of marriages

per 1,000 living, for the census years 1875, 1880 and 1885 :
—
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Table 25.— Marriage-rates according to Population.
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being estimated from the national census of 1890. The num-
ber of marriaojes for 1889 is also f^iven.

c5 O
In each of the cities, except Salem, Chelsea, Taunton, Fitch-

burg, Chicopee and Marlborough, the number of registered

marriages was greater than that of 1888.

The statistics of the new cities of Pittsfield, Chicopee and

Marlborough, have been added to this group since the last

year of publication.

Table 26.

—

Marriage and Marriage-rates by Months and Quarters,

1888-1889.

MONTHS.
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Table 27.

—

Marriages given Quarterly for Ten Tears.
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In table 29 are presented the average ages at marriage of all

persons of both sexes for a period of nineteen years, and of

persons married for the first time for the same period. The

average age of each of these classes was higher by a small

fraction of a year than those of the same classes in the pre-

vious year.

The variations for the whole period of nineteen years scarcely

exceed one year between the maximum and minimum ages.

Table
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Table 30. — Persons Married ivlio ivere less than 20 years old.
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Table 32.— Percentages of First and Subsequent Marriages.

1871-89.

First

Marriage.

Second

Marriage.

Third

Marriage.

Fourth

Marriage.

Fifth

Marriage.

Sixth

Marriage.

1871

1872

1873

1874

1875

1876

1877

1878

1879

1880

1881

1882

1883

1884

1885

1886

1887

1888

1889

J
Males,

I
Females,

Males,
Females,

Males,
Females,

Males,
Females,

Males,
Females,

Males,
Females,

Males,
Females,

^
Males,

I
Females,

K Males,

I
Females,

^
Males,

I
Females,

J
Males,

\ Females,

J
Males,

I
Females,

J
Males,

I
Females,

J
Males,

I
Females,

J
Males,

I
Females,

K Males,

\ Females,

^ Males,

\ Females,

J
Males,

I
Females,

J
Males,

I Females,

84-21

89-37

84 96

89 15

84-48

89-30

83 88
89-22

83 03
88 66

82-28

88-06

82-49

88 66

82-38

88 63

83-02

89-62

84-44

89-81

84-58

90-51

84-70

90-22

8441
89-58

84 88
90-14

85 01
9030

85-78

90-83

85 60
90 67

86-30

90 93

86 21
90-41

1414
10-07

13 39
10-27

1408
9-25

14-46

10-18

14-90

1048

15 92
1128

15-43

10 60

15 93
10-57

15-51

9-78

14 07
9 57

14 00
8 82

1369
9-15

14-16

9-56

13-79

9-39

1352
9-18

12 92
8-69

13-17

8-85

12-72

8-65

12-53

8-99

1-39

-43

1-46

•45

1-23

1-33

1-47

•50

1-75

•68

1-55

•51

173

131
-56

1-26

46

1-25

•47

1-25

•57

1-33

•48

1-28

•50

1-16

•42

1-32

•47

1^14

•41

1-11

-44

•90

•38

1^17

•57

•13

•01

•06

•01

•08

•01

•09

•01

12
•03

12
•03

•17

03

•14

•03

•10

•06

•12

•02

•10

•04

•16

•04

•10

•01

•12

•01

•12

•03

•09

•005

•09

01

•06

•03

•08

•02

•01

•01

•01

•01

•05

•02

-01

•02

•03

•02

•01

•02

•02

•005

•005

•01

•02

•005

•01

•01

-
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In table 32 are presented the percentages of first and subse-

quent marriages for a period of nineteen years, by which it

appears that the percentage of first marriages in 1889 was

86-21 for men and 90-41 for women, which diftered but little

from the ratios of the same class for 1888. The ratios of

marriages of widowers and widows also presented but slight

variations from the figures of the preceding year.

Table 33.— Marriages according to Nativity. — Percentages for

Twenty Years.
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Similar contrasts are presented in table 34, in which all

persons married are classified in two groups, with reference

to their nativity.

Table 84. — Proportioyi of Native to Foreign horn Persons Married.*

1870-1889.

YEAKS.
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DIVORCES.

The statute causes for which divorce from the bonds of

matrimony may l^e granted in Massachusetts are as fol-

lows :
—

1. Adultery.

2. Impotency.

3. Sentence to imprisonment at hard labor for five years or more.

4. Desertion for three consecutive years next prior to the filing of

the libel.

5. Separation without consent, refusal to cohabit, and union for

three years with a religious sect or society holding the relation of

husband and wife unlawful.

6. Extreme cruelty.

' 7. Gross and confirmed habits of intoxication.

8. Cruel and abusive treatment.

9. Neglect to provide.

10. Gross and confirmed drunkenness from opium or other drugs.

Of these causes, the one relating to union with a religious

sect holding the relation of husband and wife unlawful is prac-

tically inoperative, since no divorces have been granted upon

this ground for the past twenty-three years at least.

A marriage may- be annulled, and declared void, as provided

by the statutes, in consequence of violation of the provisions of

the laws concerning marriage. (Pub. Stats., chap. 145, sect.

11-)

On pages 284-300 may be found the statistics relating to

divorces in Massachusetts for the period of twenty years end-

ing with 1889.

The number for each county is specified for each year of the

period, the sexes in favor of which they were granted, and

the causes for which they were granted.
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During the entire period of twenty years embraced in the

tables 11,140 divorces were granted, which was 417 more than

w^ere granted in the twenty years ending with 1888.

Sex. — Of the whole number 7,698, or 69-10 per cent., were

granted on complaint of the wife.

Of the divorces granted on account of adultery, 2,995, or

52-9 per cent, were decreed to the wife; of those on account

of desertion 63-5 per cent. ; of those on account of intoxi-

cation 89-1 per cent. ; of those on account of extreme cruelty

99-2 ; of those on account of cruel and abusive treatment 95.6

per cent. ; and of those on account of non-support 100 per cent.

Causes,— Of the whole number of divorces granted in the

period of twenty years ending with 1889, 2,995, or 26-9 per

cent., were granted on account of adultery ; 5,084, or 45-6 per

cent., on account of desertion; 1,343, or 12-1 per cent , on

account of intoxication; 595, or 5-3 percent., on account of

extreme cruelty ; 808, or 7-2 per cent., on account of cruel and

abusive treatment ; and 234, or 2-1 per cent., on account of non-

support.

Counties. — The greatest number of divorces granted in any

county, during the twenty years, was granted in Suffolk, or

26-0 per cent, of the w^iole number ; Essex had 15*15 percent. ;

Middlesex, 15-08, and Worcester, 12-51 per cent, of the whole

number.

The counties having the smallest number were Dukes and

Nantucket, -47 per cent. ; Barnstable, 1-8 per cent. ; Franklin,

1*7 per cent., and Hampshire, 1-8 per cent.

This method of expression, however, has but little meaning.

A much better mode is that of comparing the number of

divorces in each county, with the number of marriages in the

same county, for a similar period of time. The percentages

obtained by this mode may be found on later pages.

The percentages of divorces granted on account of adultery,

as compared wdth the total number decreed in each county, was

as follows, for the twenty years ending with 1889, beginning

with the county having the highest percentages :
—
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Franklin,
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The average marriage rate for the twenty years (1870-1889)

was 18-28 per 1,000 ofthe population. For the ten years (1870-

1879) it was 18-04, and for the following decade (1880-1889)

it was 18-46, an increase of -42 per 1,000 of the population.

Comparing the same periods with reference to the ratio of

divorces to marriages, it appears that there was a slight increase

from one in 29-2 in the former period to one in 29-1 in the

latter.

Table 36.— Ratio of Divorces to Marriages.— Twenty Years.

YEARS.
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Table 37. — Ratio of Total Number of Divorces to Total Number of
Marriages^ by Couyities. — Twenty Years.
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In tables 55 and 56 are presented the statistics relative to divorces

in Massachusetts for the year 1889. The whole number granted

during the year was 756, which was 132 more than the number

granted in 1888, and 40 less than those of 1887. It was also

greater than those of any previous year except 1887, and

greater by 199 than the average of the 20 years, 1870-1899.

Of the whole number granted in 1889, 146, or 19-3 per cent.,

were granted on account of adultery as compared with 20-1

per cent, in 1888, 22-5 per cent, in 1887, and 26-9 per cent,

for the period of twenty years (1870-1889).

The percentage for desertion in 1889 was 50-, as compared

with 48-7 in 1888, 49-9 in 1889, and 45-6 for the whole period

of twenty years.

For intoxication, the percentage in 1889 was 13-4, as com-

pared with 14-2 in 1888, 13-9 in 1887, and 12-1 per cent, as

the annual average of the twenty-year period.

For extreme cruelty, the percentage was 4-8, as compared

with 3-5 in 1888, and 5-3 for the whole period of twenty years.

For cruel and abusive treatment, the percentage was 9-1, as

compared with 7-2 as the annual average of the twenty-year

period, and for neglect or refusal to provide support, it was

2*7, as compared with 2-1 or the annual average.

These ratios are, as compared with the annual averages for

twenty years : for adultery, 7-6 per cent, lower; for desertion,

4-4 per cent, higher; for intoxication, 1-3 higher; for extreme

cruelty, -5 lower; and for cruel and abusive treatment, 1*9

hio^her.

Of the whole number, 432 » or 65.9 per cent., were granted

on complaint of the wife, as compared wkh 69-2 per cent, in

1888, 69-7 per cent, in 1887, and 69-1 per cent, for the period

of twenty years (1870-1889)..

Of the divorces decreed on account of adultery, 46-6 were

granted to w^omen, as compared with 43-7 in 1888, and 51-4

in 1887.

Of those which were granted on account of desertion, 57-2 per

cent, were granted to women, as compared with 65-5 in 1888.

Of those granted on account of intoxication, 88*1 per cent,

were granted to women, as compared with 86-5 in 1888.

All of the divorces on account of extreme cruelty except one,

and all except three of those decreed on account of cruel and

abusive treatment, were granted to women.
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As compared with the total number granted in each county,

the following summary shows the relative rank of each county,

for the prominent causes, for 1889 :
—

Adcltekt.
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missed by agreement, 34 for want of prosecution, 11 in con-

sequence of death of one of the parties, and 47 for other and

unspecified causes.

As compared with the num])er of marriages in the State, the

number of divorces in 1869 was as one to 26-9, as compared

with one to 30-6 in 1888 ; one to 24-6 in 18 s7 ; one to 30-0 in

1886, and one to 29-2 for the twenty years ending with 1888.

(Table 57.)

Table 57.— Ratio of Divorces to Marriages^ by Counties.— 18S9.

COUNTIES.
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In table 58 it appears that the average length of married life

of all libellants in 1889 was 10-99 years, as compared Avith

11-03 in 1888.

Of the suits entered upon the charge of adultery, in 1889,

the average length of married life was 10-39 years : for deser-

tion, it was 11-30 years; for intoxication, 11-25 years; for

extreme cruelty, 9-75 years; for cruel and abusive treatment,

11-04 years, and for non-support, 11-76 years.

With reference to causes of divorce, the length of the mar-

ried life of libellants in case of those entered for adultery was

from one to live years in 18-1 per cent. ; from five to ten years

in 34-9 per cent. ; from ten to twenty years in 38-2 per cent.
;

from twenty to thirty years in 7*4 per cent. In two cases it

had continued more than thirty years.

Of the libellants on account of desertion, 14 per cent, had

been married from one to five years ; 33-9 per cent., from five

to ten years ; 38-3 per cent., from ten to twenty years ; 10-9

per cent., from twenty to thirty years. Eleven had been mar-

ried more than thirty years.

Of the libellants on account of intoxication, 10-7 per cent,

had been married from one to five years ; 26-2 per cent., from

five to ten years; 48-5 per cent., from ten to twenty years;

and 8-7 per cent., from twenty to thirty years. Two had been

married less than one year, and four had been married over

thirty years.

A summary of the statistics relative to the length of married

life of libellants, for the period of eight years ending with 1888,

is presented in table 59. The number of suits entered during

this period was 5,690, and the average length of married life

of those who entered their suits was 11*33 years.

The average for the different causes was as follows : for

adultery, 10-01 years ; for cruel and abusive treatment, 10-21

years; for desertion, 12-04 years; for extreme cruelty, 10-42

years ; for imprisonment, 11-87 years ; impotency, 9-16 years ;

intoxication, 11*94 years; non-support, 12-08 years; nullity

of marriage, 4-69 years.

Of the whole number of libellants, 26, or -45 of one per

cent., had been married less than six months ; 23, or -4 of one

per cent., from six months to one year ; 872, or 15-3 per cent.,
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from one to five years; 1,827, or 32-1 per cent., from five to

ten years ; 2,110, or 37-1 per cent., from ten to twenty years ;

559, or 9-8 per cent., from twenty to thirty years; 163, or

2-9 per cent., over thirty years; and in ten cases the length

of married life was not stated.
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DEATHS.

The number of deaths reported for the year 1889 was 41,777,

which was 320 less than the number returned in 1888, and

1,014 more than the number reported in 1887.

It was greater by 2,738 than the average mortality of the

five years ending with 1888.

Estimating the population in 1889 to have been 2,175,153,

the death-rate for the year was 19-21 per thousand of the living

population, which was less than that of any previous year since

1879, except that of 1886, which was 18-62.

The mortality of infants under one year was 9,105, which

was greater than that of any previous year of registration ; the

greatest infant mortality of the previous fifteen years having

been 8,870 in 1888, and the least, 5,805 in 1879.

The percentage of deaths of children under one year of age

to the total mortality in 1889, was 21-79, as compared with

21-07 in 1888 and 20-89 in 1887.

In table 60 are presented the number of deaths and the death-

rates per 1,000 of the living population for each year, and for

quinquennial periods from 1851 to 1889, inclusive. The death-

rates for all years except census years are estimated. The

average mortality-rate of the thirty-nine years ending with

1889 was 19-41. In this table (60) the estimates for 1886,

1887 and 1888 have also been corrected, and are based upon

calculations made from the estimated populations of those

years, as presented in the table upon page 238.

In table 61 are given the death-rates for the difierent counties

for the five census years (1865-1885), and also the number of

deaths in each county for each year since 1880 ; by this table

it appears that the mortality in each county except Essex,

Middlesex, Norfolk and Sufiblk for the year 1889 was less

than that of the previous year.



10 REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889,

Table 60.— Deaths and Death-rates, 1851-1889.
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In table 62 are presented the mortality-rates of cities and

towns of similar size. By these figures it appears that there

was a decrease in the mortality of Fall River, Cambridge,

Somerville, Chelsea, Taunton, Haverhill, Newton, Fitchburg,

Gloucester, Newburyport, Woburn, and Chicopee, and an

increase in the remaining cities.

Table 62.— Death-rates according to Poindation,
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lation to the mortality-rate. The population, the area of each

group and the density of each are given, together with the

estimated mortality-rate. The densely settled counties are

collected in one group, and the sparsely settled in another.

The former group includes Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex, Bristol,

Norfolk and Hampden counties ; and the latter comprises

Worcester, Plymouth, Hampshire, Berkshire, Barnstable, Nan-

tucket, Franklin and Dukes counties.

Table 63.

—

Relation of the Death-rate to Density of Population^

by Groups of Counties.

COUNTIES.
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Table 64.— Relation of the Mortality-rate to Seasons of the Year, —
1888-1889.
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The excess ofthe mortality of females over males finds but a par-

tial explanation in the excess of the former over the latter ; since,

while this excess ofthe female population over the male amounted

to 8-19 per cent, by the census of 1885, the excess in the mortality

of the female population in the same year was very much less.

In 1889, as well as in 1888, notwithstanding a considerable ex-

cess of females estimated upon the census of 1885, there was an

actual excess in the mortality of males over that of females, the

excess in 1889 amounting to 179, as compared with an excess in

the mortality of females of 105 in 1887, and 74 in 1886. There

had been no excess of mortality of males since 1873, until 1888.

Table 67.

—

Mortality of Males and Females compared.—1852-1889,
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Between the ages of 20 and 30, the deaths of females exceeded

those of males by 179, and for all other ages the deaths of

females exceeded those of males by 637.

In tables (39 and 70 are presented the ratios of deaths at cer-

tain ages, as compared with the total number, for a period of

eighteen years. The percentage of deaths under one year w^as

greater than that of 18j<8, and also greater than the average of

the eighteen years.

Table
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of all other deaths was less than that of 1888, greater than the

average.

Table 70.

—

Deaths at Different Ages.—Eighteen Years, 1872-1889.
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Table 7
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Mortality Rates of Counties, Cities and Towns of
Massachusetts for 188i).

In the following table are presented the mortality rates for

1889 of each city and town in the State. These statistics are

given for the reason that the census of 1890, having been taken
at the date of compilation of this report, the estimates of po})u-

lation can be made with much greater prol^ability of accuracy
than was possible before the taking of the census of 1890. The
probability of error in an estimate made for any year between
two census years and based upon the two counts of the popu-
lation, is much less than that which is estimated only upon the

ratio of increase between any two preceding census years.

The mortality-rates given in the tables upon pages 48-84 of

the report (table IX.) are liable to excessive deviations from
the true mortality-rates in consequence of the rapid increase of

many of the cities and towns. In the following table the mor-
tality-rates are expressed as a ratio per 1,000 of the livino-

population. In talkie IX. they are expressed as percentages.

Table 74.

COUNTIES AND TOWNS.

Barnstable County,

Barnstable,
Bourne, .

Brewster,
Chatham,
Dennis, .

Eastham, .

Falmouth,
Harwich, .

Mashpee, .

Orleans, .

Provincetow^n,
Sandwich,
Truro,
Wellfleet,

Yarmouth,

Berkshire County,

Adams,
Alford,

Becket,

Population.

1890.

29,171

4,022

1,401

983
1,949

2,902

602
2,570

2,733

296
1,226

4,642

1,821

918
1,393

1,759

81,078

9,217

301
943

Estimated
Population.

1889.

29,306

4,027

1,394

973
1,965

2,906

609
2,560

2,743

299
1,216

4,610

1,881

929
1,452

1,779

79,628

9,031

309
942

Deaths.

1889.

542

90
26
15

40
66

5
54
40
7

16

87
25
14
27
30

1,328

155
4
24

Death -rate
per 1,000

of Popula-
tion.

1889.

18-49

22-34
18-65
15-41
20-35
22-71
8-21
21-09
14-58
23-41
13-15
18-87
13-29
15-07
18-59
16-86

16-67

17-16
12-94
25-47
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Table 74— Contiuued.

[1889.
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Table 74— Continued.
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Table 74— Continued.

[1889.
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Table 74— Continued.
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Table 74— Continued.

[1889.

COUNTIES AND TOWNS.
Population.

1890.

Estimated
Population.

1889.

Deaths.

1889.

Death-rate
per 1,000
of Popula-

tion.

1889.

Middlesex County — Con.

Medford, .

Melrose, .

Natiek,

Newton, .

North Readin<
Pepperell,
Reading, .

Sherborn,
Shirley, .

Somerville,
Stoneham,
Stow,
Sudbury, .

Tewksbury,
(State Almshouse),
Townsend,
Tyngsborough,
Wakefield,
Waltham,
WatertoAvn,
Wayland,

Westford,
Weston, .

Wilmington,
Winchester,
Woburn, .

Nantucket County,

NoKFOLK County,

Avon,
Bellingham,
Braintree,

Brookline.

Canton, .

Cohasset,

.

Dedham, .

Dover,
Foxborough,
Franklin,

.

Holbrook,
Hyde Park,
Medfield,

.

Med way, .

Minis, .

Milton,
Needham,
Norfolk, .

Norwood,
Quincy, .

Randolph,

11,052

8,500

9,116

24,357

863
3,129

4,081

1,096

1,193

40,117

6,158

908
1,197

1,712

1,739

655
6,970

18,522

7,093

2,577

2,250

1,670

1,213

4,847

13,491

3,268

118,911

1,458

1,334

4,848

12,076

4,521

2,452

7,116

726
2,919

4,824

2,473

10,279

1,594

2,989

781
4,278

3,034
910

3,732

16,711

3,963

10,650

8,020
"8,985

23,438
866

3,021

3,973

1,155

1,203

38,088

6,058

921

1,191

1,836

1,760

645
6,788

17,740

6,922

2,451

2,239

1,622

1,169

4,756

13,143

3,243

115,557

1,458

1,307

4,687

11,500

4,493

2,405

7,021
714

2,898

4,656

2,445

9,893

1,479

2,947

761

4,134

2,945

893
3,572

15,798

3,932

155
121
124
317
13

50
67

25
27

602
87
11

18

35
153
39
10

104
277
111

33
28
22
20
69
229

87

1,877

24
22
70
159
88
40
117
14

58
62
26

152
18

58
13
53
55
14

56
298
76

14-55
15-08
13-80
13-52
15-01
16-55
16-86
21-64
22-44
15-80
14-36
11-94
15-11
19-06

22-16
15-50
15-32
15-61
16-03
13-46
12-50
13-56
17-11
14-50
17-42

26-82

16-24

16-73
16-83
14-99
13-82
19-58
16-63
16-66
19-60
20-01
13-31
10-63
15-36
12-17
19-68
17-08
12-82
18-67
15-67
15-67
18-86
19-32
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Table 74— Continued.

329
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Table 74— Concluded.

[1889.
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Nativity of those whose Deaths loere Registered in 1889,

by Comities.
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As compared with the statistics of previous years, the per-

centage of mortality of the native-born in 1889, to the total

mortality of those whose parentage was known, was less than

that of 1886, 1887 and 1888, and was also less by 2-26 per

cent, than the average of the five years 1881-85.

Deaths ofpersons reported as having lived one hundred years

or more. — In table 77 are presented the names and other

principal data relative to those persons who have died in the

year 1889, who were reported as having attained the age of

one hundred years or more ; and in table 78 are also presented

statistics relative to such decedents for a series of ten years

(1880-1889).

The total number of those reported as having died between

the ages of 100 and 101 during the ten years was 60 ; be-

tween 101 and 102 it was 34; between 102 and 103, 38;

between 103 and 104, 17; between 104 and 105, 10; and be-

tween 105 and 106, 19. Eight were reported to have lived

beyond 110 years.

Of the whole number reported, 71-6 per cent, were females.

Of the whole number, 57-7 per cent, were of foreign birth.

Eighty-nine and seven-tenths per cent, of the whole had

been married.
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

The number of deaths the causes of which were not registered

in 1889, was 490 out of a total of 41.777. This number was

1-17 per cent, only of the whole number of deaths registered,

as compared with 1-28 per cent, in 1888, 1-22 per cent, in

1887 and 1-21 in 1886.

The following table (79) exhibits the percentage of deaths

in which there was a failure to return the causes for a series of

twenty years. This table shows a marked improvement since

1870, the percentage of failure to return the causes of death

having been greatly diminished since that date. The table

evinces a greater care on the part of registration officers dur-

ing the latter years of the period, and also a better discrimina-

tion as to the causes of death on the part of the physicians who
are responsible for the certificates of death.

Table 79.— Deaths from Unknown or Unspecified Causes^ and

Percentages, 1870-1889 (20 Years).
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The statistics of the causes of death are presented by coun-

ties in table 80, divided into five general groups or classes,

together with those whose causes were registered as unknown.
From this table it appears that Nantucket, Berkshire, Barn-

stable and Fianklin counties returned the greatest percentage of

deaths from unknown causes ; and Suffolk, Bristol and Hamp-
den counties returned the least percentage of such cases.

Of the 490 deaths, of which the causes were either not

returned or were of an ill-defined character, 99 were recorded

as deaths from " hemorrhage," 81 from *' tumor," 19 from in-

flammation, and 291 were either returned as from " unknown "

causes, or their causes were not stated in the returns.

Of the class of diseases usually called zymotic^ Hampden,
Suffolk, Bristol and Berkshire returned the highest percentages,

and Dukes, Nantucket and Barnstable the lowest ; the percent-

age in the whole State being 19-23.

As compared with the statistics of the previous year, the

greatest decrease was found in Berkshire County (4-86). The
decrease in other counties was as follows: Barnstable, .-73;

Hampden, 2-17 ; Middlesex, -59 ; Plymouth, 1-09 ; Worcester,

1-20; Norfolk, -75. In the following counties there was an

increase; Bristol, -14; Dukes, 3-80; Essex, 2-89; Hampshire,

1-01 ; Nantucket, 3-93
; Franklin, -93

; Suffolk, 1-09.

In the class of constitutional diseases, Plymouth, Suffolk,

and Norfolk counties returned the highest percentages, and

Nantucket, Berkshire, Hampden, and Hampshire counties the

lowest.

In the class of local diseases, Nantucket, Barnstable, Hamp-
shire and Dukes counties returned the highest percentages, and

Essex, Hampden, Bristol and Suffolk the lowest.

In the class of developmentcil diseases, Nantucket, Dukes,

and Bristol presented the highest percentages, and Suffolk,

Hampshire, Hampden and Middlesex the lowest.

In table 81 are presented the percentages of each class of

diseases, as compared with the total number of deaths from

specified causes for a period of ten years for the State.

The percentage of deaths from each of the three classes of

general causes presented but little variation from those of the

previous year.

The percentage from the class of local diseases was greater
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than the average of the ten-year period 1880-1889, while that

of each of the other o^eneral classes was less.

Table 81.

—

Percentage of Causes of Deaths by Classes.*— Ten

Years.
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Table 82. — Mortality from Prominent Zymotic Diseases. — Ten

Years.
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Small-pox caused but 5 deaths in 1889, one of them given

in the official record being a death from chicken-pox.

Further statistics relative to the foregoing diseases will be

found under their special subjects on later pages.

II. Constitutional Diseases. — There were 5,581 deaths

recorded from consumption in 1889, which was 13'36 per cent,

of the total mortality of the year, as compared with 13-61 in

1888.

The deaths from cancer were 1,325, which was 3-17 of the

total mortality as compared with 3 06 per cent, in 1888.

III. Local Diseases. — In table 83 are presented the sta-

tistics of the principal local diseases.

Table 83. — Mortality from Principal Local Diseases. — Ten Years.
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1887, but was 247 more thim that of 1886, and also 274 more

than the averao^e of the decennial period (1880-1889).

The number of deaths h^ova paralysis was 131 less than that

of 1888, 103 less than that of 1887, 27 more than that of 1886,

and 33 more than the average number for the decennial period.

The number of deaths reported as due to insanity was 214,

which was greater than that of any previous year. It was 10

greater than that of 1888, 69 greater than that of 1887, 63

greater than that of 1886, and 44 'greater than the average of

the decennial period.

The deaths from convulsions were 39 greater than those of 1888,

and also greater than any other year of the decennial period.

The deaths from the group of heart diseases were 3,280, or

219 more than those of 1888, 443 more than those of 1887,

811 more than those of 1886, and 887 more than the average

of the decennial period.

The number of deaths from the principal diseases of the

respiratory organs — pneumonia, bronchitis and pleurisy— was

4,811, which was 349 less than that of 1888, 147 more than that

of 1887.

From hroiicliitis there were 1,276 deaths, which was 50 less

than those of 1888, 64 more than those of 1887, 256 more than

those of 1886, and 242 more than the average of the period.

Yrojn pleurisy there were 95 deaths, which was 23 less than

those of 1888, 9 less than those of 1887, and 5 less than those

of 1886.

From^?ie?/?;io?u*a there were 3,440 deaths, which was 276 less

than those of 1888, 92 more than those of 1887, 604 more than

those of 1886, and 293 more than the average of the decennial

period.

The deaths from. peritonitis were 462, which was 47 more than

those of 1888, 75 more than those of 1887, and 142 more than

those of 1886.

In the group of kidney diseases the number was 1,290, or 28

less than those of 1^88, 170 more than those of 1887, 129 more

than those of 1886, and 240 more than the average of the

period.

Developmental Causes. — The number of deaths reported as

due to the indefinite cause, teething, was 89, which was 27
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less than that of 1888, 2() less than that of 1887, 35 less than

that of 1886, and also less than that of any year since the

beginning of registration.

Table 84. — Mortality from Chief Develojnnental Causes. — Ten

Years.
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If the number of deaths from puerperal fever (68) be added

to the sum of the deaths from these causes, the ratio as com-

pared with the total number of labors reported for 1889 is one

in 205-8, as compared with one in 248-5 in 1888, one in 240-8

in 1887, one in 186-,1 in 1886, and one in 138-5 in 1885.

Deaths from Violence,— The total mortality from the princi-

pal causes due to violence, either homicidal, suicidal or acci-

dental, was 973, which was less than that of 1887 or 1888, but

greater than that of any other year of the decade (1880-1889).
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Most Prominent Causes of Death.— In table 86 is presented

in tabular form the relative position which each of twelve

prominent causes of death held, in its incidence upon the pop-

ulation, for each year of the decennial period (1880-1889).

Consumption and pneumonia proved to be the most destruc-

tive causes of death throughout the period of ten years. Heart

diseases advanced from the fourth place in 1880 to the third

place in the last seven years.

Cholera infontum held the fourth place in 1889, 1888, 1887

and 1886, and varied from the third to the fifth place in the

preceding years.

Old age held the fifth rank in nearly every year of the

period.

Diphtheria changed its position from the fifth place, giadu-

ally receding to the twelfth in 1887, and again advanced to the

sixth in 1889.

Cephalitis advanced from the ninth place to the sixth, which

it occupied in 1885, 1887 and 1888, and dropped to the seventh

in 1889.

Bronchitis has gradually advanced from the twelfth place in

1882 to the eighth in 1888, and dropped to the tenth in

1889.

Kidney diseases held the thirteenth place in 1880, advanced

to the eighth in 1885 and 1886, the eleventh in 1887, and the

ninth in 1888 and 1889.

Paralysis receded from the seventh place in 1880 to the

twelfth in 1889.

Cancer has gradually fallen off from the eighth to the eleventh

place and again risen to the eighth in 1889.

Apoplexy has maintained nearly a uniform rank.

Typhoid fever, which held the fourth rank in 1872 and the

sixth in 1873, has disappeared from the list. If the table were

extended, this disease would hold the fourteenth position, and

tabes mesenterica thirteenth in 1889.

This group of twelve most destructive causes of death con-

stituted 61-39 per cent, of the total deaths of the year 1889, as

compared with 60-18 per cent, in 1887, 60-25 per cent, in

1886, and 59 84 per cent, in 1885.

The other prominent causes of death, in their relative order

in 1889, were as follows :
—
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Deaths.

13 Atroi^hy and debility, . 1,U9
14 Tabes mesenterica, . 1,051

15 Typhoid fever, . . .891
16 Convulsions,. . . . 886

Deaths,

17 Enteritis, . . . .710
18 Diarriioea, . . . .593

19 Hydrocephalus, . . .489

20 Croup, 484

In table 87 are presented the ratios of the most destructive

causes of death, as compared with the total mortality in each

county, in 1889.

In all of the counties except Nantucket and Dukes, con-

sumption was the most prominent cause, heart diseases taking

the first place in Dukes County, and old age in Nantucket.

Pneumonia was the second destructive cause in six counties.

It also held the' third place in three counties, the fourth in

two, and the fifth in one.

Old age was the first in the order of fatality in one county,

the second in one, the third in two counties, the fourth in four,

and the fifth in two counties.

Heart diseases held the first place in one county, the second

place in six counties, the third place in six counties, and the

fourth in one county.

Cholera infantum held the second place in one county, the

third place in one county, the fourth in two counties, and was

most prominent in the fifth place, where it was the most

destructive cause in four counties.

In table 89 are presented the numbers of deaths from the

most destructive causes, at the difierent periods of life,

during 1889.

By this table it appears that consumption was the most

destructive cause of death for all ages between 15 and 50 years.

Cholera infantum was the most destructive cause among chil-

dren under five, and diphtheria, for the next five years.

Heart disease was the chief cause of death from 50 to 80

years.

Pneumonia held the second place as a prominent cause

among children under five years, and for the periods between

30 and 40 years, and 60 and 70 years. Heart diseases held

the second position for ages between 40 and 50 years, and for

all above 80.

Typhoid fever held the second position for ages between 15

and 30. Cephalitis held the second place for children between
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five and ten years. Consumption has dropped from the first

to the second position for ages between 10 and 15 and 50 and

60 years.

Pneumonia was the third prominent cause for ages between

5 and 10, 15 and 30, 40 to 60, and all over 80.

While this table has a certain value for the purpose of com-

paring the destructiveness of certain diseases at definite periods

of life, it has but little significance for the purpose of compar-

ing those periods with each other ; since, as will be seen by a

later table, no account is taken of the number of persons living

at those periods.
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The foregoing tables present the statistics of mortality from

certain specified causes for the year 1889, and also for a period

of twenty-seven years (1863-1889).

These tables present the numbers of deaths from each of ten

diseases, by sex, by months and hy ages, together with the

percentages for each sex, each month and each age-period. To
these tables another was added in 1887, in which the mortality

at each age-period is compared with the number living at such

period. The value of such a table in estimating the actual inci-

dence of any one of the diseases presented in the table is more

fully illustrated in the Forty-sixth Registration Report (1887),

pages 363-365.

The diseases grouped in these tables are small-pox, measles,

scarlet-fever, diphtheria, croup, typhoid fever, dysentery, chol-

era infantum, consumption and pneumonia.

Table 93. — Mortality from Small-pox. —
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Small-pox. — Excluding one case of death from chicken-pox

there were live deaths from this disease during the year, one of

which occurred in Berkshire Count}^ one in Hampshire County,

one in Hampden and two in Suffolk, as compared with eight

deaths in 1888, three deaths from this cause in the State in

1887, none in 1886, and 19 in 1885.

Compared with the living population, the death-rate from

this disease for the twenty years, 1850-1869, was 1-17 per

10,000, and for the twenty years, 1870-1879, it was -QS per

10,000, — a very decided reduction, notwithstanding the seri-

ous epidemic of 1872, in which year occurred nearly one-half

of the deaths reported, from this disease for the second period

in question. The percentage of deaths from this cause to

deaths from all causes for the same periods was -62 of one per

cent, for the former, and -34 of one per cent, for the latter

period.

The following are the average annual ratios of the deaths

from this disease to the population at the different ages of life,

the deaths at each age-period being compared with the persons

living at the same period.

These ratios present results similar to those of other countries

in which vaccination is partially enforced. The large ratio of

deaths of children under 5 years corresponds
Ratio of Deaths from

^

*^

^ ^
Small-pox to 10,000 to the cxperieuce of partially vaccinated

AgrperiJa"!^ ^IfZa. populatlous, and the increasing ratio at the

chmettH, 1863-1889.) agcs 10-30 Undoubtedly indicates a neglect

of re-vaccination at a time when the renewed

susceptibility to small-pox has not been met

by re-vaccination of persons living at those

Ages.
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Table ^i.— Mortality from Measles. — Thirty Years.— 1860-1889.
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Table ^b . -r- Mortality from Scarlet-fever^ by Counties.

1888 and 1889.
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The mortality-rate from this disease for the early period of

life was as follows : For children under 5 years of age, G 95

per 10,000 living at that age in 1889, and 33-9 per 10,000 for

the period of twenty-seven years 1863-1889. For the age-

period 5 to 10 years, it was 2-35 per 10,000 for the year 1889,

and 13-02 for the twenty-seven-year period 1863-1889. These

ratios are very much less than those of the year 1888, and also

less than those of the twenty- six-year period 1863-1888.

The greatest mortality from scarlet-fever in 1889 was in the

month of May, and the least in June and August, the deaths in

the different months being as follows, successively : January,

15 ; February, 14 ; March, 24 ; April, 22 ; May, 28 ; June, 5 ;

eJuly, 8 ; August, 5 ; September, 7 ; October, 19 ; November,

21; December, 17.

Diphtheria and Croup. — The number of deaths from these

combined' causes in 1889 was 2,214, which was 383 greater

than that of 1888, 586 greater than that of 1887, and 656

greater than that of 1886. It was also less than that of 1876,

1877, 1878, 1879, 1880 and 1881.

Table 97.

—

Deaths from Diphtheria and Croup ^ by Counties.

1888 and 1889.

COUNTIES
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thirty years, while that from diphtheria was greater than that

of any year since 1881.

The mortality-rate for diphtheria at the different ages of life is

indicated by the following annual ratios per 10,000 of the pop-

ulation living at the same ages, for the period of twenty-seven

years, 1863-1889 ; 36-87, 19-80, 5-38, 1-66, -80, -58, -36, -34,

.54, -53, -41. These are slightly greater for the earlier ages

of life than those of the period 1863-1888 for the same ages.

The mortality from these combined causes, by months, for

1889, was as follows :
—

January, 189; February, 152; March, 161; April, 175;

May, 190 ; June, 176 ; July, 129 ; August, 155 ; September,

199; October, 255; November, 192; December, 241.

Table 98
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Typhoid Fever. — The number of deaths from this disease

in 1889 was 891, which was 52 less than that of 1888, 31 less

than that of 1887, and 91 more than that of 1886.

The ratio of mortality from typhoid fever to the total mor-

tality was 2-13, which was less than that of 1886, 1887 and

1888, but greater than that of 1885.

Compared with the estimated living population, the ratio

was 4-1 per 10,000, which was less than that of 1887 and

1888. In all of the earlier years, from 1860 to 1877, the

ratios were higher than that of 1889.

Table 99.

—

Mortality from Typhoid Fever.

Thirty Years.

1860-1889.

YEARS.
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Typhoid Fever.

Death-rates per 10,000 for the Population

The relative mortality from typhoid fever at different ages of

life shows a comparatively uniform incidence for the youngest

ages up to 60 years, with a

considerable increase between

the ages of 15 and 30, and a

more decided increase from 60

to the close of life, for the 27

years 1863-1889. For the two

years 1887 and 1888, there is

an increase with considerable

uniformity from the earliest

period up to the age-period

15-30 years, while for the re-

mainder of life up to 70 years, the ratio presents a similar

average rate to that of the period 10-15 years, the ratios

for each period being generally less than those of the group

of years 1863-1889.'

Living
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There were 573 deaths among males, and 378 among females,

which would indicate a ratio of 5-5 per 10,000 for the males,

and 3-7 per 10,000 for the females, as estimated from the census

of 1885.

The deaths by months were as follows :
—

January, 49

February, ....
March, . . .

April,

May,

June,

49
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111 table 102 are presented the death-rates from typhoid

fever per 10,000 of the population, for the census years 1865-

1885, by which it appears that in all the counties there has

been a steady diminution in the mortality from this disease.

The uniformity of such decrease is especially noticeable in the

most populous counties.

Diari'hoeal Diseases. — The number of deaths from this class

of diseases was 56 more than that of 1888, and 301 more than

the average of the ten years (1880-1889). The sum of this

group of diseases, 3,835, was 9*2 per cent, of the total mortality

from all causes, as compared with 8-9 in 1888, 9-1 in 1887,

9-0 in 1886, 8-5 in 1885, and 9-5 in 1884.

Table 103. — Dlarrhceal Diseases. — 18S0-1889.

YEARS.
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Table 104. — Deaths from Dysentery^ by Counties. — 1888-1889.
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the average annual number of deaths in the former Avas 2,130,

and the rate per 10,000 of the livmg population, 13-30 ; and in

the latter period the average annual number of deaths was

20-42, and the mortality-rate 10-46.

As compared with the population living under five years

of age (Census of 1885), the ratio of mortality from cholera

infantum in 1889 was 120-9 per 10,000, while that of the whole

period, 1863-1889, was slightly less (113-2 per 10,000).

Of the whole number of deaths from this cause in 1889, 839

occurred in July, 634 in August, and 333 in September ; or

83-8 of the whole number, as compared with 89-7 per cent, for

the same period in 1888.

There were 1,137 deaths of males from this cause, and 1,019

of females.

Table IOd.—Mortality from Cholera Infantum, 1870-79, 1880-89.
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Table 106.

—

Mortality from Pulmonary Consumption^ by Counties.

— 1888 and 1889.
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In table 107 is given the ratio of the deaths from consump-

tion to the total mortality for a period of ten years, for the

State, and for each county ; by which it appears that in Barn-

stable, Franklin, Hampden, Middlesex and Plymouth counties

the percentage of mortality from consumption was greater than

that of 1888, while in all of the other counties it was less. In

two counties only, Snftblk and Plymouth, did the percentage

exceed 14 per cent, of the total mortality. The lowest ratios

were recorded in Berkshire, Dukes and Nantucket. The great-

est decrease, as compared with the ratios of 1888, was found in

Dukes, Hampshire and Nantucket counties.

In table 108 is presented the mortality at different periods

of life from this disease, together with the total mortality from

all causes for the same periods, for the purpose of comparison.

In parallel columns are also given the ratios of mortality from

the same cause to the population living at each age-period for

the period of twenty-seven years, 1863-1889, and also for the

single year, 1889. By this table it appears that consumption

was most fatal at the age 70 to 80 for the period 1863-89, the age

20 to 30 coming next in order ; while for the year 1889 it fell

most severely upon the age-period 20-30, the following period,

30-40, coming next in the order of fatality. The mortality at

each period of life was less in 1889 than it was for the average

of the whole period at the same ages, except the age-period

10 to 15 years, the greatest differences appearing at the older

age-periods from 50 years to old age.

In the same table is also presented the mortality from the

same disease for the two sexes for each age-period in 1889,

together w^ith the ratio of deaths at each age-period for each

sex, to the population of each sex living at such period. From

this it appears that the mortality was greater among females at

all ages up to the period 20-30 years, and for the older age-

periods the mortality was greater among males.
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Table 109. — Mortality from Pulmonary Consumption^ by Months
and Quarters. — 1889.
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Pneumonia. — The number of deaths from pneumonia in

1889 was 3,440, which indicates a ratio of 15-§ per 10,000 of

the estimated living population, as compared with 18-2 in 1888,

16-6 in 1887, 14-3 in 1886, 17-8 in 1885, and 13-8 in 1884.

As compared with the total mortality, the deaths from pneu-

monia in 1889 were 8-2 per cent.

Table 111 .— Deaths from Pneumonia^ by Counties.—1888 and 1889.
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Pneumonia.
Death-rate from Pneumonia per 10,000

of the Population living at Each
Age-period.

Mortality from Pneumonia at Different Ages. — The com-

ptirative mortality from this disease at the different age-periods

given in table 92 for the twenty-six-year period 1863-1889,

shows a high rate for infancy

rapidly decreasing to the age

10-15, and then increasing with

less rapidity to old age.

The comparative mortality at the

different age-periods maintained a

very uniform variation for the

twenty-six-year period and for the

single year 1889, the ratios in

the latter case for each period of

life being nearly the same as those

of the series of years (1863-1889). In both cases the mor-

tality of old age from this disease is shown to be excessive, a

point which is not made clear in the tables of earlier years.

Ages.
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Whooping-cough. — The deaths from this disease in 1889

were 310, which was 65 more than those of 1888, and 78 more

than those of 1887. They w^ere 60 more than the average of

the decennial period (1880-1889).

Forty per cent, of the deaths from this cause occurred in

Suffolk County. There were no deaths from whooping-cough

in Barnstable, Dukes, Franklin and Nantucket counties.

Brain Diseases. — The number of deaths from the group of

diseases which includes apoplexy, paralysis, softening of the

brain, insanity, cephalitis and other unspecified diseases of the

brain in 1889 was 4,494, which was 28 less than that of 1888,

237 greater than that of 1887, and also greater than that of any

prcAdous year.

Table
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Table 116. — Death-rates from Brain Diseases in Census Years,

and Deaths in 1889,
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cephalitis and unspecified brain diseases, were less than those

of 1888, but in excess of those of previous years.

In table 116 are presented the mortality-rates from each of

the above-named diseases for the Census years 1860-1885, and

the deaths from the same diseases for 1889.

Cancer.— There were 1,325 deaths from cancer in 1889, as

compared with 1,275 in 1888, 1,174 in 1887, 1,104 in 1886,

1,087 in 1885, and 1,060 in 1884.

Table 117.

—

Deaths from Cancer^ and Percentages of Total Mor
tality, by Counties. — 1888 and 1889.

COUNTIES.
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Ninety per cent, of the deaths occurred between the ages of

30 and 80 years, and 8 deaths only occurred among persons

under 20 years of age.

Comparing the mortality from this cause by counties, it

appears that there was an increase in Bristol, Essex, Middle-

sex, Plymouth, Suff'olk and Worcester counties, and in the

remaining: counties there was a decrease.

Table 118.-
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Table 119. — Mortality from Bright's Disease^ Nephritis and Other

Kidney Diseases, and from Dropsy, and Ratios to Total Mor-

tality. Forty Years.
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Table 122. — Deaths from Diseases of Kidyieys, 1880-1889 and

1889, by Age-2:>eriods, with Ratios to Persons living at Each Age.
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the whole number was 1,419 in 1889, or 33-9 per 1,000 of the

total mortality, as compared with 36-2 in 1888, 32-7 in 1887,

36-4 in 1886, 35-0 in 1885, and 33-3 in 1884.

In tables 120 and 121 are presented the numbers of deaths

from kidney diseases in each county for a period of ten years,

and the percentages of thq same to the total mortality. There

was an increase in these ratios, over those of 1888, in Berk-

shire, Dukes and Nantucket, Hampden, Hampshire, Middlesex

and Suffolk.

The slight difference in percentages for the whole State, as

compared with those in table 119, is due to the fact that certain

diseases, not properly classed with kidney diseases, were

classed with kidney diseases in one table in earlier years, which

do not appear in the other. The resulting error is but a slight

one.

Sex and Age.— Of the whole number of deaths from kidney

diseases in 1889, 683, or 54-3 per cent., were males, and 575,

or 45-7 per cent., were females, as compared with 59-5 and

40-5 in 1888, 58-4 per cent, and 41-6 per cent, in 1887, and

56-2 per cent, and 43-8 per cent, in 1886.

In table 122 are presented the statistics relative to this class

of diseases for the year 1889, by ages, and also for the decen-

nial period (1880-1889).

By this table, in which the mortality from kidney diseases at

each period is compared with the population living at that

period, it appears that the fatality diminishes slightly from the

period of infancy to the age-period 10-15 years, and then in-

creases to old age. At nearly all ages the death liability was

greater for the year 1889 than it was for the ten-year period

(1880-1889).

In the report of 1887 a more complete table was presented,

in which the death-rate from kidney diseases per 10,000 living

at each age-period was given separately for each sex, by which

it appeared that the difference in the mortality at different

periods of life was greater among males than among females.

At most age-periods the mortality of females from this cause

was found to be less than that of males at the same periods, a

slight exception occurring at the child-bearing age, 30-40,
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among females, at which age the death liability of the two

sexes was as follows :
—

For males, ten years (1878-1887),

For females, ten years (1878-1887),

3-99 per 10,000

4-05 per 10,000

The greatest diflerences were at the age 70-80 years, at

which period the ratios were as follows :
—

For males, ten years (1878-1887),

For females, ten years (1878-1887),

43-28 per 10,000

17-15 per 10,000

Alcoholism.— The number of deaths registered in 1889 as

having been due to this cause, including delirium tremens, was

122, as compared with 126 in 1888, 111 in 1887, 108 in 1886,

122 in 1885, and 125 in 1884. It was also 13 more than the

average of the ten years (1880-1889).

The ratio as compared with the total mortality was 2-9 per

1,000, which was the same as that of 1880.

The rate per 100,000 of the living population was 5-6, which

was slightly less than that of 1888 (5-9).

Comparing the two decades, the ratio of the latter period

(1880-1889) was 3-10 per 1,000 of the total mortality, and

6*08 per 100,000 of the living population, while the corre-

sponding ratios of the former decade (1870-1879) Avere 2-73

and 5 '44.

Table 123.— Deaths from Alcoholism, 1870-79 and 1880-89.

YEARS.
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Of these 122 deaths from alcoholism, 92, or 75-4 per cent.,

were returned from the populous counties of Suffolk, Middle-

sex and Essex, having but 53-6 per cent, of the population.

Such returns cannot in any sense be regarded as an index of

the prevalence of intemperance, since there can be no doubt

that the desire to spare the feelings of surviving relatives limits

the statement as to this cause of death to those cases where no

disguise is possible.

The undue prominence of the cases reported in the more
populous counties may be regarded as partly due to the public

institutions existins: in those counties.

Old Age. — This title has usually been entered in the noso-

logical table of causes of death under the general class of

developmental diseases. It is needless, however, to state that

old age is neither a disease nor a cause of death, but simpl}^ a

condition or period of life. The record of "death from old

age " upon a certificate usually implies that the cause was either

unknown or not specified.

While 1,873 were recorded in 1889 as having died of " old

age," the greater portion of whom were over 70 years of age,

there were also 3,328 other persons who died of apoplexy,

paralysis, heart disease, pneumonia, cancer, kidney diseases

and violence, after reaching the age of 70 years, none of whom
were included in the former number.

A consideration of the deaths recorded under the group

entitled "old age" has greater significance when compared

with the population than with the total mortality. (See table

on page 321
)

Table 124. — Deaths recorded as Deaths from Old Age, by Counties.

— 1889.
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Sex. — Of the decedents registered under this title in 1889,

1,133, or 60-5 percent., were females, and 740, or 39 5 per

cent., were males.

Season of the Year. — The deaths of this group occurred as

follows : January, 141 ; February, 157 ; March, 148 ; April,

186; May, 157; June, 148: July, 149; August, 146; Sep-

tember, 162; October, 165, November, 149, December, 165.

The months having the greatest number of deaths of this

class were April, October and December, and those having the

least were January and August.

In table 124 are presented the deaths of this class by counties,

by which it appears that the highest ratios of mortality occurred

in Dukes, Nantucket, Barnstable, Plymouth and Norfolk coun-

ties, and the lowest in Suffolk, Hampden, Bristol, Essex and

Middlesex. In all the counties except Barnstable and Nan-
tucket the ratios were less than those of 1888.

Heart Diseases. — The rapid increase in the number of

registered deaths from heart diseases since the beginning of

registration in Massachusetts, suggests a more careful analysis

of the subject than the brief summary which appears upon page

341. The increase appears to be out of proportion to the

increase of population. For the purposes of this inquiry, the

statistics of the census years since and including 1850 and

the year 1889 are herewith presented.

Undoubtedly a better system ofregistration and a more careful

discrimination in the making out of certificates of death, together

with improved means of medical diagnosis, will account for a

part of the increase, but by no means for the whole.

On page 385 may be found a table of deaths from kidney

diseases, in which are also presented the deaths credited to the

indefinite term '* dropsy," for the same period; and in this

table it is shown that, while the deaths from kidney diseases

have rapidly increased, the deaths from dropsy have diminished,

but not to a corresponding degree. (The deaths recorded as

from kidney diseases in Massachusetts in 1850 were but 18, and

those from dropsy were 416 ; while in 1889 the deaths from

kidney diseases as returned were 1,258, and those from dropsy

were but 161). Probably a portion of the deaths returned as

due to dropsv, were deaths from heart disease.
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This factor, however, is much too small to explain the fact

that, in the thirty-five years from 1850 to 1885, the registered

deaths from heart diseases had increased nearly threefold in

their ratio to the total mortality from all causes, and more than

threefold as compared with the living population ; and, during

the four years since the last State census of 1885, there has

been a further and still more rapid increase.

The actual number of deaths from heart diseases had increased

from 352 in 1850 to 2,227 in 1885 and 3,280 in 1889; while

the ratio to the living population increased from 3-54 per 10,000

in 1x50 to 11-46 per 10,000 in 1885 and 15-08 in 1889; and

the percentage of the total mortality from all causes increased

from 2-12 in 1850 to 5-85 in 1885 and 7-85 in 1889.

Sex, — The deaths from these causes were generally less

among w^omen than among men, and the ratios still less ; since

the number of women in each of the census years was consider-

ably greater than that of the men. In two of the census years

only— 1860 and 1875 — were the actual numbers of deaths

from this cause greater among women than among men ; but

in neither of these years did the ratios of such deaths exceed

those of the men.

Ages. — In table 125 is presented the death liability of each

age period to heart disease in each of the census years since

1850 ; by which it appears that the death liability generally

diminishes slightly from the period of infancy (0-5 years) to

the period 10-15 years, after which it increases slowly up to

the age period 20-30, and after that with great rapidity to old

age ; the increase after that period being nearly that of geo-

metrical progression, especially in the years 1850 and 1889.

The increase in the liability of each age period from year to

year also varies considerably, and is most marked in the older

ages; that of infancy being from 3-89 per 10,000 in 1850 to

9-42 in 1889, that of the period 5-10 years from 1-27 to 3-57,

that of the age 10-15 from -82 to 2-89, of 15-20 from -95 to

4-49, of 20-30 from 1-10 to 5-28, of 30-40 from 2-11 to 8-98,

of 40-50 from 4-31 to 16-23, of 50-60 from 8-16 to 30-42, of

60-70 from 16-67 to 62-99, of 70-80 from 32-22 to 134-75, and

of all over 80 from 21-87 to 194-71.

In England the ratio of mortality from the same causes is

still larger, but the increase has been very much less.
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The deaths in England from diseases of the circulatory

organs (a group in which heart diseases constitute at least

nine-tenths of the whole number) were, in the decade 1851-60,

11-80 per 10,000 among men and 13-10 among women. In

the decade 1861-70 they were 13-10 among men and 13-80

among women. In the decade 1871-80 they were 13-10

among men and 13-00 per 10,000 among women. In the

year 1888 they had increased in England to 16-40 per 10,000.

The deaths due to heart diseases, as returned in Census years

and in 1889, were as follows :
—

Table 125.
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The foregoing summary (observations) relate mainly to

those diseases which have had the most destructive effect upon

the population, including the principal diseases of the infec-

tious or so-called '* zymotic" class. There are, however, cer-

tain other diseases included within the same general class,

which are worthy of special comment, although they have but

little influence upon the death-rate.

The number of persons recorded as having died of cholera in

1889 was 77. These cases must necessarily be regarded as

deaths from Cholera morbus, since Asiatic cholera has not

appeared in Massachusetts since 1866.

Malarial Fevers. — From ague and remittent fever there

w^ere reported, in 1889, 77 deaths; of wdiich number 44, or

57-1 per cent., occurred in the five western counties, having

but 26 per cent, of the population. Of these, 12 occurred in

Hampden County, 8 in Hampshire, 3 in Franklin, 15 in

Worcester, and 6 in Berkshire. There were also 8 in Mid-

dlesex, 7 in Bristol, and 7 in Suffolk counties.

The numbers in other recent years, in the State, were as

follows: in 1888, 34; in 1887, 46; in 1886, 32; in 1885, 56;

in 1884, 31; in 1883, 75; in 1882, 42; in 1881, 29; and in

1880, 45. Total in 10 years, 390.

Syphilis.— From this disease there were reported 54 deaths

in 1889 ; of which number 45, or 83.3 per cent., occurred in

Suffolk and Middlesex counties.

Hydrophobia.— Fourteen deaths were reported from this

disease : Three occurred in Bristol County, 6 in Essex, 2 in

Norfolk, and one each in Middlesex, Plymouth and Suffolk

counties.

Glanders.— There was but one death from glanders in 1889 ;

it occurred in Bristol County.

Anthrax or Malignant Pustide. — No deaths were reported

from this cause during the year.
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In table 127 are presented the statistics of mortality from

diarrhoeal diseases for the three months of July, August and

September, for a period of ten years (1880-1889). A brief

meteorological summary is also appended for the same period.

The mortality-rate from these diseases, during the third

quarter of 1889, was greater than that of any previous year

since 1882.

The mean temperature of these months was 67-3, which was

less than that of 1888, but greater than that of 1885, 1886 or

1887.

The mean barometer of the same months was 30*04, which

was greater than that of either of the previous years of the

decade.

The mean humidity was greater than that of any previous

year of the period.

The rainfall was less than that of 1888, but greater than that

of any previous year of the decade except 1882.

In tables 128 and 129 is presented a meteorological sum-

mary of the year 1889, together with the mean monthly tem-

perature for a period often years (1880-1889).
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MEDICAL EXAMI:N^EES' RETURNS.

Under the provisions of chapter 376 of the Acts of 1885, it

is required that such tabular results shall be prepared from the

returns of the medical examiners " as will render them of

practical utility," and these shall annually be reported '*to the

General Court, in connection with the report of the registry

of return of births, marriages and deaths."

During the year 1889, in the seventy-two medical examiner

districts of Massachusetts, there were seventy-three medical

examiners. The third district of Dukes County still remained

vacant during the year.

From the returns of the medical examiners it appears that

the number of deaths from sudden, suspicious and violent causes

which were examined by these officers was 1 ,654, or 3 more than

those of 1888. Of this number, 1,253 were males, 388 were

females, and the sex of 13 was not specified in the returns.

The comparative data for the five years of registration were

as follows :
—
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Suicide. — The deaths from suicide reported by the medical

examiners in 1889 were 199, or 12-03 per cent, of the whole

number as compared with 190, or 11*5 per cent, in 1888 ; 173,

or 11-12 per cent, in 1887 ; and 157, or 11-38 per cent, in 188().

Methods, — Of the whole number, 49 were committed by

shooting, 28 by cutting throat, 30 by drowning, 43 by hanging,

48 by poisoning, and 6 by other modes. Of the 48 suicides by

poisoning, 25 were by the different forms of arsenic, 12 by

prei)arations of opium and 11 by other poisons.

Sex.— Of the 199 deaths reported as suicides, there were

157 males, or 78-89 per cent., and 42 females, or 21-11 per

cent. ; as compared with 76-8 per cent, and 23-2 per cent, in

1888, and 74-6 and 25-4 respectively in 1887.

Of the 72 suicides by shooting and cutting throat, all were

males. Of the 30 by drowning, 18, or 60 per cent., were males.

Of the 43 by hanging, 32, or 74-4 per cent., were males. Of
the 48 by poisoning, 32, or 66-7 per cent., were males.

In the following tables are presented the statistics of suicide

by counties in Massachusetts for a series of twenty years in the

ten-year periods (1870-1889). The ratios to the total mor-

tality are also presented for the same periods.
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By these statistics it appears that there was an increase in

the ratio of deaths from this cause in the latter period, as com-

pared with the former, not only in the State as a whole, but

also in nearly every county, the exceptions being Dukes,

Middlesex, Norfolk and Worcester counties, in each of which

there was a decrease. There were no suicides in Dukes County

during the ten years (1880-1889).

The mortality from suicide in the different counties for the

year 1889 presented the following order :
—

Suffolk,

Middlesex,

Essex,

Worcester,

Bristol,

Norfolk,

Berkshire,

56

36

26

•20

14

13

11

Hampden,
Plymouth,

Franklin,

Hampshire,

Barnstable,

Nantucket,

Dukes,

10

5

8

4

2

1

Recapitulation.

YEARS.
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The principal modes of death from accidental causes were as

follows :
—

By lire-arms and other weapons



40fi REGISTRATION REPORT. [1889.

O'

I

i:^



1889.] SUMMARY OBSERVATIONS. 407

The following cases were deemed worthy of special notice :
—

Deaths by Electricity.

F. F., aged thirty-two. Gloucestej-, Nov. 20, 1889.— This man received a shock while

in the act of shutting off an electric light at the close of his day's work. The day was
rainy, and he took an iron fish gaff to reach the shut-off, which was outside the building,

and unhandy to reach. He probaMy came in contact with the iron fish gaff, which,

being wet, made him a good conductor for the current. He was seen to fall back, made
an unsuccessful attempt. to rise, struggled, and died. His hands were not burned ; a blue

mark was found on the inside of left shoulder, and one or two bruises on the back, made
by the fall.

J. H. N., aged thirty-nine. Westfield. — Employed in engine room of a paper mill,

where he had charge of the engine and dynamo. On the evening of his death he went
to his work at the usual hour, and soon after was found dead a few feet from the dynamo,
by another employee of the mill.

Post-mortem appearances : No marks of violence on the body ; extensive ecchymoses

on the back and sides of the body, and a small quantity of bloody mucus oozing from

his nostrils. Ttie right lobe of the liver and lungs were engorged with blood, and the

heart cavities were entirely empty. All of the vital organs were healthy. No evidence

of death from natural causes.

Inquest verdict : Death caused by shock from an electric-light dynamo.

Carbolic Acid Poisoning.

Child, two years old. South Natick, — Spilled a bottle of strong carbolic acid Into a

chair; sat down in it about 8 a,m,, June 8, A physician was called, who found the

child unconscious. At 1 p.m. he died quietly, without pain or convulsions; sank

gradually away. The whole of the posterior surface of the legs and back excoriated as

high as the region of the kidneys. There were no marks of the poison on the lips or face.

Diagnosis : poisoning by carbolic acid, chiefly if not entirely by absorption through the

cutaneous surface.

Poisoning by Inhalation of Illuminating Gas. — Accidental.

J. L., aged thirty-two. January 15. — L. went to his room in an apartment hotel about

10.45 P.M., January 12 ; next afternoon, at 5.20, odor of gas attracted attention to his room.
He was found lying in a state of stupor on his bed ; gas at burner was lighted, but room
was filled with gas escaping from half-turned cock in a gas-stove in the room. Taken
to hospital. Insensible, cyanosed, gas strong in breath. Respiration, 45; pulse, 120.

Pupils contracted. Oxygen inhaled, restored color, and pupils responded to light ; but he

gradually sank, and died at 11 p.m., January 14. Autopsy found circumscribed pneu-

monia.

I. C, female, aged twenty-three.— Newly aiTived in the country, domestic. Blew the

gas out. Found unconscious. Autopsy showed acute general tuberculosis.

Poisoning by Inhalation of Illuminating Gas. — Suicidal.

W. F, K,, aged thirty-nine, male. — Asphyxia from inhalation of illuminating gas.

A machinist by trade. Has been lodging at for about five months. Had been drink

ing quite heavily for past three days. Came into the house at 9 p.m. yesterday, and

went direct to his room. A lodger in the next room smelled gas when he returned from

his work at 4 a.m. to-day. The proprietress of the house, in investigating the cause

of the leakage of gas, broke into the room, and found K. dead upon the bed. He had
cut a newspaper into strips, and pasted them over the cracks in the door and windows,

had stopped up the key-hole, and had then deliberately taken out the stop-cock from

the gas fixture, and laid himself upon his bed. He was found turned over upon his face

on the bed, his features distorted. He evidently died with a severe struggle.
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Opimn-smoking.

, aged nineteen. June 9. — This girl, of wild, lewd habits, occupied a room at

with two men during the night of June 8, all engaged in opium-smoking. The men
escaped without serious harm, but the girl became fully narcotized, fell into a state of

coma, and died late in the forenoon. One of the young men reported the case to- the

landlord; the other disappeared.

. , aged twenty-four. December 27.— This woman, of loose habits, indulged in

opium-smoking with her paramour from 10.30 p.m. to 2 a.m., in the night of Decem-

ber 26-27. Both parties went to sleep soon after 2 o'clock, according to the man's

statement. "When he awoke, at 8 a.m., he found her in a profound coma; he called a

physician, who found the woman dead on his arrival.

Autopsy : Surface pale, with some livid staining of dependent parts. Pupils not

remarkable. A little white froth at lips. Heart normal. Blood partly clotted and

partly fluid. Lungs not remarkable. Bronchial mu6osa red. Spleen normal. Kid-

neys fully injected, dense, with indistinctness of pyramids. Stomach, pancreas and

intestines normal. Liver injected. Meningeal vessels fully injected. Calcareous plates

in dura at each side of longitudinal sinus. Moderate injection of cerebi-al vessels. Acrid

opium odor in blood and lungs.



APPENDIX.
LAWS CONCERNING THE REGISTRATION OF

BIRTHS, MARRIAGES ANI) DEATHS.

[Public Statutes— Chapter 32.]

OF THE REGISTRY AND RETURN OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES
AND DEATHS.

Section 1. The clerk of each city and town shall receive or ob-
tain, and record and index, the following facts concerning the births,

marriages and deaths therein, separately nnmbering and recording
the same in the order in which he receives them, designating in sep-

arate columns as follows :
—

In the record of births, the date of birth, the place of birth, the

name of the child, (if it has any,) the sex and color of the child,

the names and the places of birth of the parents, the occupation of

the father, the residence of the parents, and the date of the record.

In the record of marriages, the date of the marriage, the place of

marriage, the name, residence, and official station of the person by
whom married, the names and the places of birth of the parties, the

residence of each, the age and color of each, the condition of each,

(whether single or widowed,) the occupation, the names of the parents,

and the date of the record. [Amended 1887, 202, § 5.

In the record of deaths, tlie date of the death, the name of the

deceased, the sex, the color, the condition, (whether single, widowed,
or married,) the age, the residence, the occupation, the place of

death, the place of birth, the names and places of birth of the parents,

the disease or cause of death, the place of burial, and the date of the

record. [Amended 1890, 402.] .

Sect. 2. Parents shall give notice to the clerk of their city or

town of the births and deaths of their children ; every householder
shall give like notice of every birth and death happening in his

house ; the eldest person next of kin shall give such notice of the

death of his kindred; the keeper of a workhouse, house of correc-

tion, prison, hospital, or almshouse, except the state almshouse, and
the master or either commanding officer of a ship, shall give like no-

tice of every birth and death happening among the persons under
his charge. Whoever neglects to give such notice for the space of

six months after a birth or death shall forfeit a sum not exceeding
five dollars. [Amended 1888, 63 ; 1888, 306, § 1.]

Sect. 3. A physician who has attended a person during his last

illness shall, when requested within fifteen days after the decease of

such person, forthwith furnish for registration a certificate of the

duration of the last sickness, the disease of which the person died,

Note,— Additional and amendatory laws referred to in brackets will be found upon
succeeding pages.
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and the date of his decease as nearly as he can state the same. If a

physician refuses or neglects to make such certilicate, he shall forfeit

ten doUars to the nse of the town in which he resides. [Amended
1887, 202, § 2.]

Sect. 4. Evei:y sexton, undertaker, or other person having charge
^

of a burial-ground, and every undertaker or superintendent of burials

having charge of the funeral rites preliminary to the interment of a

human body, shall forthwith obtain and return to the clerk of the

city or town in which the deceased resided, or the death occurred,

the facts required by this chapter to be recorded by said officer con-

cerning the deceased, and the person making such return shall receive

from his city or town the fee of twenty-five cents therefor. [Amended
1888, 306, § 2.]

Skct. 5. No human body shall be buried or removed from any

city or town until a proper certificate has been given by the clerk or

registrar to the undertaker, sexton, or other person performing the

burial or removing the body. Such certificate shall state that the

facts required by this chapter have been returned and recorded ; and

no clerk or registrar shall give such certificate or burial permit until

the certificate of the cause of death has been obtained from the phy-

sician, if any, in attendance at the last sickness of the deceased, and

placed in the hands of said clerk or registrar ; and in cities and towns

where there are boards of health, the certificate of the cause of death

shall also be approved by such board before a permit to bury is given

by the registrar or clerk. Upon application, the chairman of the

board of health, or any physician employed by any city or town for

such purpose, shall sign the certificate of the cause of death to the

best of his knowledge and belief, if there has been no physician in

attendance. He shall also sign such certificate, upon application, in

case of death by dangerous contagious disease, or in any other event

when the certificate of the attending physician cannot for good and

sufficient reasons be early enough obtained. In case of death by

violence, the medical examiner attending shall furnish the requisite

medical certificate. Any person violating the provisions of this sec-

tion shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty-five dollars.

Sect. 6. The boards of health of towns and the mayor and alder-

men of cities shall, on or before the first day of July in each year,

license a suitable number of undertakers to take charge of the funeral

rites preliminary to the interment of a human body.

Sect. 7. Physicians and midwives shall on or before the fifth day

of each month report to the clerk of each city and town, except

IJoston, a correct list of all children born therein during the month

next preceding at the birth of which they were present, stating the

l)lace and date of each birth, and the parents' names. [Amended
1883, 158; 1889, 288.]

Sect. 8. The clerk of each city and town shall give public notice

that he is prepared to furnish, to all physicians and midwives apply-

ing therefor, blanks for returns under the preceding section.

Sect. 0. Any physician or midwife neglecting to report such list

for ten days after it is due shall for each offence forfeit a sum not

exceeding twenty dollars.

Sect. \0. The clerk of each city and town shall annually, on or

before the first day of March, transmit to the secretary of the com-
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monwealtb certified copies of the records of the births, marriages,
and deaths which have occurred therein during the year ending on
the last day of the preceding Deceml)er.

Sect. 11. The record of the town clerk relative to a birth, mar-
riage, or death, shall be prima facie evidence, in legal proceedings,
of the facts recorded. A certificate, signed by the town clerk for the

time being, shall be admissible as evidence of such record.

Sect. 12. The clerk of each city and town, (except in such cities

and towns as choose a registrar, in which cases the provisions of this

section shall apply to the registrar,) for receiving or obtaining, re-

cording, indexing, and returning the facts relating to marriages,
births, and deaths occurring therein, shall be entitled to receive from
the city or town for each marriage, fifteen cents ; for each birth, fifty

cents ; for each death returned to him by the persons specified in sec-

tions two, three, and four, twenty cents for each of the first twenty
entries, and ten cents for each subsequent entry ; for each death not
so returned, but by him obtained and recorded, thirty-five cents, as

the same shall be certified by the secretary of the commonwealth ; but
a city or town containing more than ten thousand innabitants may
limit the aggregate compensation allowed to their clerk or registrar.

He shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than one hundred
dollars for each refusal or neglect to perform any duty required of

him by sections one, two, three, four, ten, twelve, fourteen, sixteen,

and eighteen.

Sect. 13. The superintendent of the state almshouse shall obtain,

record, and make return of the facts in relation to the births and deaths
which occur in his institution, in like manner as is required of town
clerks. The clerk of a town in which such almshouse is located shall,

in relation to the births and deaths of persons in said almshouse, be
exempt from the duties otherwise required of him by this chapter.

Sect. 14. The secretary shall at the expense of the commonwealth
prepare and furnish to the clerks of the several cities and towns, and
to the superintendent of the state almshouse, b'ank books of suit-

able quality and size to be used as books of record under this chapter,

blank books for indexes thereto, and blank forms for returns, on paper
of uniform size ; and shall accompany the same with such instruc-

tions and explanations as may be necessary and useful. City and
town clerks shall make such distribution of blank forms of returns

furnished by the secretary as he shall direct.

Sect. 15. The secretary shall cause the returns received by him
for each year to be bound together in one or more volumes with
indexes thereto. lie shall prepare from the returns such tabular

results as will render them of practical utility, make report thereof

annueally to the general court, and do all other acts necessary to carry

into effect the provisions of this chapter.

Sect. 16. A city or town containing more than ten thousand
inhabitants may choose a person other than the clerk to be registiar,

who shall be sworn, and to whom all the provisions of this chapter
concerning clerks shall apply. The returns and notices required to

be made and given to clerks shall be made and given to such registrar

under like i)cnalties.
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Sect. 17. The secretary of the commonwealth shall prosecute, by
an action of tort in the name of the commonwealth, for the recovery

of any penalty or forfeiture imposed by sections two, three, twelve,

sixteen, and eighteen.

Sect. 18. A city or town may make rules and regulations to

enforce the provisions of this chapter, or to secure a. more perfect

registration of births, marriages, and deaths therein.

[St. 1S83, Chapter 124.]

AJi ACT RELATING TO THE REMOVAL AND THE TRANSPORTATION OF
CERTAIN BODIES FOR BURIAL.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Section five of chapter thirty-two of the Public Stat-

utes, relating to the burial or removal of bodies for burial, is amended
by inserting in the eleventh line thereof, after the word " bury," the

words '- or remove."
Sect. 2. No railroad corporation, or other common carrier or

person, shall convey or cause to be conveyed, through or from any
cit}' or town in this commonwealth, the remains of any person who
has died of small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, or typhoid fever,

until such body has been so encased and prepared as to preclude any
danger of communicating the disease to others by its transportation ;

and no local registrar or clerk shall give a permit for the removal of

such body until he has received from the board of health of the city,

or the selectmen of the town where the death occurred, a certificate,

stating the cause of death, and that said body has been prepared in

the manner set forth in this section, which certificate shall be deliv-

ered to the agent or person who receives the body.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved

April 11, 1S88.

[St. 1887, Chapter 335.]

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT RELATING TO THE REMOVAL AND
TRANSPORTATION OF CERTAIN BODIES FOR BURIAL.

Be it en arteel, etc., as folloivs

:

Section two of chapter one hundred and twenty-four of the acts of

the year eighteen hundred and elghty-thi'ee is hereby amended by

adding at the end thereof the following words, namely:— Any
person violating the provisions of this section shall be punished by
fine, not exceeding twenty-five dollars. [Approved May 31, 1887.

[St. 1888, Chapter 306.]

AN ACT RELATING TO THE CERTIFICATES AND REGISTRY OF DEATHS,
AND THE BURIAL AND REMOVAL OF BODIES OF DECEASED PERSONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Section 1. Section three of chapter thirty-two of the Public

Statutes, requiring attending physicians to furnish for registration
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certain facts relating to deceased persons, is amended so as to read
as follows :— Section 3. A physician who has attended a person
during his last illness shall, when requested, forthwith furnish for

registration, a certificate stating, to the best of his knowledge and
belief, the name of the deceased, his age, the disease of which he
died, the duration of his last sickness, and the date of his decease.

If a physician neglects or refuses to make a certificate as aforesaid,

he shall be punished by a fine not exceeding fifty dollars.

Sect. 2. Section five of said chapter, prohibiting the burial or
removal of a human body until a proper certificate is furnished, is

amended so as to read as follows : — Section 5. No undertaker,

sexton or other person shall bury in a city or town or remove there-

from the body of a deceased person until he has received a permit so

to do from the board of health or its duly appouited agent, or, if

there is no board of health in such city or town, from the city or

town clerk. No such permit shall be issued until there has been
delivered to such board, or agent or clerk, as the case may l)e, a sat-

isfactory written statement containing the facts required by this

chapter to be returned and recorded, together with the certificate of

the attending physician, if any, as required by section three of this

chapter, or in lieu thereof a certificate as hereinafter provided. If

there is no attending physician, or if the certificate of the attending
physician ©an not be obtained, for good and sufficient reasons, early

enough for the purpose, the chairman of the board of health or any
physician employed by a city or town for the purpose shall, upon
request of said board, agent or clerk, make such certificate as is

required of the attending physician ; and in case of death by violence

the medical examiner shall, if requested, make the same. AVhen such
satisfactory statement and certificate are delivered to the board of

health or to its agent, the board or agent shall forthwith countersign

and transmit the same to the clerk or registrar for registration. The
person to whom the permit is so given shall thereafter furnish for

registration any other information as to the deceased or to the manner
and cause of the death, as the clerk or registrar may require. Any
person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be punished
by a tine not exceeding fifty dollars. \_Approved May 4, 188S.

[St. 1888, Chapter 63.]

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION TliREE OF CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO OF
THE PUBLIC STATUTES RELATING TO THE FURNISHING, BY PHYSI-
CIANS, OF CERTIFICATES OF DEATH.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Section 1. Section three of chapter thirty-two of the Public

Statutes is hereby amended by striking out after the words "when
requested" in the second line thereof, the words " within fifteen days
after the decease of such person ".

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved

February 27, ISSS.
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[St. 1883, Chapter 168.]

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE RETURNS OF BIRTHS BY PHYSICIANS
AND MIDWIVES.

Be it enacted^ elc , a^i follows

:

Section 1. Section seven of chapter thirty-two of the Piil)lic

Statutes is amended so as to read as follows :
** Section 7. Physi-

cians and midwives shall, on or before the fifth day of each month,
report to the clerk of each city or town, except Boston, a correct
list of all children, born therein during the month next preceding, at

whose birth they were present, stating the date and place of each
birth, the name of the child (if it has any), the sex and color of the
child, the name, place of birth and residence of the parents, and the
occupation of the father. The fee of the physician or midwife shall

be twenty-five cents for each birlh so reported, and shall be paid by
the city or town in which the report is made."

Sect. 2. This act shall take efifect upon its passage. [^Approved
May 5, 1SS3.

[St. 1887, Chapter 202.]

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE RETURN AND RECORD OF BIRTHS
MARRIAGES AND DEATHS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section five of chapter thirty-seven of the Public

Statutes is hereby amended by inserting the word : — deaths,— after

the word '' births" in the fourth line thereof, so that the same shall

read ; — also any records of births, deaths and marriages kept by such
city or town or by a parish within the same.

Sect. 2. Section four of chapter thirty-two of the Public Statutes

is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the words : — all

such returns shall be preserved by said clo.rk or registrar, and filed,

arranged and indexed conveniently for examin.ition and reference.

Sect. 3. Section tweniy-four of cbapter one hundred and forty-

five is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the words :
—

all such returns shall be preserved by said clerk or registrar, and
filed, arranged and indexed conveniently for examination and
reference.

Sect. 4. The provisions of sections two and three of this act

shall apply to all returns of marriages and deaths now in the offices

of town and city clerks and city registrars.

Sect. 5. Section one of chapter thirty-two of the Public Statutes

is hereby amended by inserting after the word ''burial" in the

twentieth line of said section, the words : — if the deceased was a

married woman the name of her husband.
Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved

April 20, 1SS7.
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[St. 1889, Chapter 208.]

AN ACT I>^ RELATION TO THE RETURNS OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS.
Be it enacted, etc., asfollows :

Section 1. The clerk or registrar of each city and town shall on
the first (lay of each mouth make a certified copy of the record of all

deaths and births recorded in the books of said city or town during
the previous mouth, whenever the deceased person or the parents of
the chiid born, were resident in any other city or town in this Com-
monvrealth at the time of said death or birth ; and shall tra^ismit

said certified copies to the clerk or registrar of the city or town in

which such deceased person or parents were resident at the time of
said death or birth, stating in addition the name of the street and
number of the house, if any, where such deceased person or parents
so resided, whenever the same can be ascertained ; aud the clerk or
registrar so receiving such certified copies shall record the same in the
books kept for recording deaths or births. Such certified copies shall

be made upon blanks to be furnished for that purpose by the secretary
of the Commonwealth.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved
April 5, 1889.

[St. 1889, Chapter 224.]

AN ACT RELATING TO CERTIFICATES OF RETURNS OF DEATHS OF
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WHO SERVED IN THE WAR OF THE
REBELLION.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Section 1. A physician who has attended a person in his last

illness in furnishing a certificate for the purposes of registration as
required by section three of chapter thirty-two of the Public Statutes
shall, in case the deceased was a soldier or a sailor who served in the
w\ar of the rebellion, give both the primary and the secondary or im-
mediate cause of death as nearly as he can state the same. If a
physician refuses or neglects to make such certificate he shall forfeit

to the treasurer the sum of ten dollars for the use of the town in

which he resides.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved
April 8, 1889,

[St. 1889, Chapter 288
]

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE RETURNS OF BIRTHS BY PHYSICIANS
AND MIDWIVES.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows:

Section seven of chapter thli-ty-two of the Public Statutes, as
amended by chapter one hundred and fifty-eight of the acts of the
year eighteen hundred and eighty-three, is hereby further amended
by striking out in the second and third lines of said section the words
" except Boston ", so as to read as follows :— Section 7. Physicians
and midwives shall on or before the fifth day of each month report to

the clerk of each city or town a correct list of all children born therein
during the month next preceding, at whose birth they were present,
stating the date and place of each birth, the name of the child (if it

has any), the sex and color of the child, the name, place of birth and
residence of the parents, and the occupation of the father. The fee

of the physician or midwife shall be twenty-five cents for each birth

so reported and shall be paid by the city or town in which the report is

made. [Approved April 26, 1889.
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[Stat. 1890, Chapter 402.]

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE RETURN AND RECORD OF DEATHS.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows :

Section 1. The last clause of section one of chapter thirty-two

of the Public Statutes, as amended by section five of chapter two
hundred and two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

seven, is hereby further amended so that said clause shall read aa

follows: — In the record of deaths, the date of the death, the name
of th^ deceased, the sex, the color, the condition (whether single,

widowed or married,) the age, the residence, the occupation, the place

of death, the ])lace of birth, the names and places of birth of par-

ents, the disease or cause of death, the place of burial, if the de-

ceased was a married woman her maiden name and the name of her
husband, and the maiden name of the mother of any deceased per-

son, and the date of the record.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved
Jane 11, 1890.

[Public Statutes, Chapter 145.]

OF MARRIAGE.

CERTAIN MARRIAGES PROHIBITED.

Section 1. No man shall marry his mother, grandmother, daugh-
ter, granddaughter, step-mother, sister, grandfather's wife, son's

wife, grandson's wife, wife's mother, wife's grandmother, wife's

daughter, wife's granddaughter, brother's daughter, sister's daugh-
ter, father's sister, or mother's sister.

Sect. 2. No woman shall marry her father, grandfather, son,

grandson, step-father, brother, grandmother's husband, daughter's

husband, granddaughter's husband, husband's father, husband's
grandfather, husband's son, husband's grandson, brother's son,

sister's son, father's brother, or mother's brother.

Sect. 3. In all cases in which the relationship mentioned in the

two preceding sections is founded on marriage, the prohibition shall

continue notwithstanding the dissolution by death or divorce of the

marriage on which such relationship is founded, unless the divorce is

for a cause which shows such marriage to have been originally unlaw-
ful or void.

Sect. 4. All marriages contracted while either of the parties has

a former wife or husband living, except as is provided in chapter

one hundred and forty-six, shall be void.

Sect. 5. No insane person or idiot shall be capable of contract-

ing marriage.

Sect. 6. No magistrate or minister shall solemnize a marriage,

when he has reasonable cause to suppose the male to be under the

age of twenty-one years or the female to be under the age of eigh-

teen years, except with the consent of the parent or guardian having
the custody of the minor, if there is any such parent or guardian in

the commonwealth competent to act.
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Sect. 7. Every marriage, solemnized withiu this commoawealtli,
which is prohibited ou account of consanguinity or affinity between
the parties, or on account of either of them having a former wife or
husband living, or when either party was insane or an idiot, shall be
void without a decree of divorce or other legal process.

Sect. 8. Every marriage solemnized when either party was under
the age of consent shall be similarly void, if the parties separate
during such nonage, and do not afterwards cohabit.

Sect. 9. The validity of a marriage shall not be questioned in

the trial of a collateral issue on account of the insanity or idiocy of

either party, but such question shall only be raised in a process in-

stituted to test such validity in the lifetime of both parties.

Sect. 10. When persons resident in this commonwealth, in order
to evade any of the provisions of the first five sections of this chap-
ter, and with an intention of returning to reside in this common-
wealth, go into another state or country and there have their mar-
riage solemnized, and afterwards return and reside here, the marriage
shall be deemed void in this commonwealth.

Sect. 11. When the validity of a marriage is doubted, either

party may file a libel for annulling such marriage, or, when the valid-

ity of a marriage is denied or doubted by either party, the other
party may file a libel for affirming the same. Such libel shall be
filed in the same manner as a libel for divorce, and all the provis-

ions of chapter one hundred and forty-six relative to hbels for di-

vorce, and section twenty-four of said chapter relative to the powers
of the court in relation thereto, shall, so far as applicable, apply to

libels under this section. Upon proof of the nullity or validity of

the marriage, it shall be declared void or affirmed by a decree of the

court, and such decree of nullity may be made notwithstanding the

marriage was solemnized out of the commonwealth, if the libellant

had his domicil in the commonwealth when the marriage was solem-
nized and also when the libel was filed, and such decree affirming a
marriage shall be conclusive upon all persons concerned.

legitimacy, care, etc., of issue of void marriages.

Sect. 12. The issue of a marriage declared void on account of
consanguinity or affinity between the parties shall be deemed to be
illegitimate.

Sect. 13. The issue of a marriage declared void on account of
the nonage, insanity, or idiocy of either party shall be deemed to be
the legitimate issue of the parent who was capable of contracting
the marriage.

Sect. 14. When a marriage is declared void on account of a prior

marriage of either party, and it appears that the second marriage
was contracted in good faith and with the full belief of the parties

that the former husband or wife was dead, that fact shall be stated
in the decree, and the issue of the second marriage, born or begotten
before the commencement of the suit, shall be deemed to be the legiti-

mate issue of the parent capable of contracting the marriage.
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Sect. 15. Upon or after a decree of nullity the court shall have
similar power to make orders concerning the care, custody and main-
tenance of the minor children of the parties as upon a decree of
divorce.

NOTICE OF INTENTION OF MARRIAGE.

Sect.* 16. Persons intending to be joined in marriage in this
commonw^'alth shall before their marriage cause notice of their in-

tention to be entered in the office of the clerk or registrar of the
city or town in which they respectively dwell, or, if they do not
dwell within the commonwealth, in the office of the clerk or registrar
of the city or town in which they propose to have the marriage sol-
emnized. If there is no such clerk or registrar in the place of their
residence, the entry shall be made in an adjoining city or tovfn.

Sect. 17. The clerk or registrar shall deliver to the parties a cer-
tificate under his hand, specifying the time when notice of the inten-
tion of marriage was entered with him, together with all facts in

relation to the marriage which are required by law to be ascertained
and recorded, except those respecting the person by whom the mar-
riage is to be solemnized. Such certificate shall be delivered to the
minister or magistrate before whom the marriage is to be contracted,
before he proceeds to solemnize the same.

Sect. 18. If a clerk or registrar issues such certificate to a male
under the age of twenty-one years, or to a female under the age of

eighteen years, when he has reasonable cause to suppose the person
to be under such age, except upon the application or consent in writ-

ing of the parent, master, or guardian of such person, he shall for-

feit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars ; but if there is no
parent, master, or guardian in this commonwealth competent to act,

a certificate may be issued without such application or consent.

Sect. 19. The clerk or registrar may require of any person apply-

ing for such certificate an affidavit setting forth the age of the parties
;

which affidavit shall be sworn to before a justice of the peace, and
shall be sufficient proof of age to authorize the issuing of the certificate.

Sect. 20. Whoever, when appl3ung for such a certificate, wilfull}?

makes a false statement in relation to the age, residence, parent,

master, or guardian of either of the parties intending marriage,
siiall forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars.

Sect. 21. When a marriage is solemnized in another state between
parties living in this commonwealth, and they return to dwell here,

they shall within seven days after their return file with the clerk or

registrar of the city or town where either of them lived at the time

a certificate or declaration of their marriage, including the facts

concerning marriages required bylaw; and for every neglect so to

do they shall forfeit ten dollars.

BY WnOM AND nOW MARRIAGE MAY BE SOLEMNIZED.

Sect. 22. A marriage may be solemnized by a justice of the peace
or by a minister of the gospel, ordained according to the usage of

his denomination, who resides in the commonwealth and continues

to perform the functions of his office ; but every marriage shall be
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solemnized iu the city or town iu which the person solemnizing it

resides, or iu which one or both of the persons to be iiiurried reside.

Sect. 23. A marriage among the people called Friends or Quakers
may be solemnized in the manner heretofore used and practised iu

their societies.

Sect. 24. Every justice of the peace, minister, and clerk or
keeper of the records of a meeting wherein marriages among Friends
or Quakers are solemnized, shall maUe a record of each marriage
solemnized before him, or in such meeting, and of all facts relating

to the marriage which are required by law to be recorded. He shall

also, between the first and tenth da3^s of each mouth, return a copy
of all such records for the month next preceding to the clerk or reg-
istrar of the city or town in which the marriage was solemnized, and
shall, when one or both of the parties to the marriage resided in a
city or town other than that in which the marriage was solemnized,
return a copy of the record of such marriage to the clerk or registrar
of the city or town in which either party resided, and to the clerks
or registrars of both cities or towns when the parties resided in differ-

ent places. All marriages so returned shall be recorded by the clerk
or registrar, and every person neglecting to make the returns required
by this section shall forfeit for each neglect not less than twenty nor
more than one hundred dollars. [Amended 1887, 202, § 3.]

Sect. 25. A justice of the peace or mmister who joms persons in

marriage contrary to the provisions of this chapter, knowing that

the marriage is not duly authorized, shall forfeit not less than fifty

nor more than one hundred dollars.

Sect. 26. Whoever undertakes to join persons in marriage,

knowing that he is not authorized so to do, shall be imprisoned in

the jail for a term not exceeding six months, or pay a fine of not

less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars.

Sect. 27. No marriage solemnized before a person professing to

be a justice of the peace or a minister of the gospel, or solemnized
in the society of Friends according to the usages of said society,

shall be deemed or adjudged to be void, nor shall the validity thereof

be iu any way affected by want of jurisdiction or authority in such
person or society, or by an omission or by informality in the manner
of entering the intention of marriage, if the marriage is in other

respects lawful, and is consummated with a full belief on the part of

the persons so married, or of either of them, that they have been law-

fully joined in marriage.

Sect. 28. Marriages solemnized in a foreign country by a consul

or diplomatic agent of the United States shall be valid in this com-
monwealth.

evidence of marriage.

Sect. 29. The record of a marriage, made and kept as prescribed

by law by the person before whom the marriage has been solemnized,

or by the clerk or registrar of a city or town, or a copy of such
record duly certified, shall be received in all courts and places as

presumptive evidence of such marriage.

Sect. 30. When a marriage has been solemnized ))y a consul or

cliplomatic agent of the United States, a copy of the record or a cer-
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tificate from such consul or agent shall be presumptive evidence of

Buch marriage.

Sect. 31. When the fact of marriage is required or offered to be
proved before a court, evidence of the admission of such fact by
the party against whom the process is instituted, or evidence of

general repute or of cohabitation as married persons, or any other
circumstantial or presumptive evidence from vvhich the fact may be
inferred, shall be competent.

[Public Statutes, Chapter 199.]

Sect. 17. For lawfully solemnizing and certifying a marriage,

a minister or justice of the peace shall be entitled to receive one

dollar and twenty-five cents.



APPENDIX. 421

LAWS CONCERNING DIYORCE.

[Public Statutes, Chapter 146.]

CAUSES FOR DIVORCE.

Section 1. A divorce from the bond of matrimony may be decreed
for adultery, impotency, extreme cruelty, utter desertion continued for

three consecutive years next prior to the filing of the libel, gross and
confirmed habits of intoxication, cruel and abusive treatment, or, on
the libel of the wife, when the husband, being of sufficient ability,

grossly, or wantonly and cruelly refuses or neglects to provide suitable

maintenance for her.

Sect. 2. Such divorce may also be decreed when either party has
separated from the other without his or her consent and has' united
with a religious sect or society that professes to believe the relation of

husband and wife void or unlawful, and has continued united with
such sect or society for three years, refusing during that term to co-

habit with the other party ; or when either party has been sentenced
to confinement at hard labor for life or for five years or more in the

state prison or in a jai^ or house of correction ; and after a divorce

for such cause, no pardon granted to the party so sentenced shall

restore such party to his or her conjugal rights.

Sect. 3. When a divorce from bed and board under laws hereto-

fore in force or a divorce nisi has been decreed and the parties have
lived separately for three consecutive years next after the decree, a

divorce from the bonds of matrimony may be decreed upon the -peti-

tion of the party in whose favor the previous decree was granted

;

and when the parties have lived separately for five consecutive years
next after such decree, a divorce from the bond of matrimony may
be decreed in favor of either party.

Sect. 4. Except as provided in the following section, no divorce
shall be decreed if the parties have never lived together as husband
and wife in the commonwealth ; nor shall a divorce be decreed for a
cause occurring in another state or country, unless, before such cause
occurred, the parties had lived together as husband and wife in the

commonwealth, and one of them lived in the commonwealth at the

time when the cause occurred.

Sect. 5. AVhen the libellant has resided in the commonwealth for

five years next preceding the filing of the libel, or, if the parties

were inhabitants of the commonwealth at the time of their marriage,
when the libellant has been such an inhabitant for three years next
preceding such filing, a divorce may be decreed for any cause allowed

by law, whether it occurred in the commonwealth or elsewhere, unless

it appears that the libellant has removed into the commonwealth for

the purpose of obtaining a divorce.
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LIBELS FOR DIVORCE.

Sect. 6. Libels for divorce shall be heard and determined in the

supreme judicial court held for a county in which one of the parties

lives, except that, when the libellant has left the county in which the

parties have lived together, the adverse party still living therein, the

libel shall be heard and determined in the court held for that county.

[Amended 1887, 332.]

Sect. 7. Every such libel shall be signed by the libellant, if of

sound mind and of legal age to consent to marriage ; otherwise it

may be signed by the guardian of the libellant or by a person admit-

ted by the court to prosecute the libel as his or her next friend.

Sect. 8. The libel may be presented to the supreme judicial court

or to a justice thereof in any county, in term time or vacation, or it

may be filed in the office of the clerk of said court in vacation.

Sect. 9. The court, justice or clerk may order the adverse party

to be summoned to appear and answer at the court iiaving jurisdic-

tion of the cause, by the publication of the libel or of the substance

thereof, with the order thereon, in one or more newspapers to be

designated in the order, or by delivering to such party an attested

copy of the libel and a summons, or in such other manner as may
seem most proper and effectual ; but when such order is made by a

clerk, the court or any justice thereof may order such additional

notice to be given as may seem proper.

Sect. 10. When the adverse party d'^es not appear, and the notice

of the pendency of the libel is considered by the court to be defective

or insufficient, it may order such further notice as it may consider

proper. [Amended 1890, 370.]

« « » « « « »

Sect. 18. The court before which a libel for divorce is pending

may, without entering a decree of divorce, cause the libel to be con-

tinued upon the docket from time to time, and during such continu-

ance may make such orders and decrees concerning a temporary

separation of the parties, the separate maintenance of the wife, and

the custody and support of minor children, as in its judgment the

interests of the parties and the necessities of the case demand, and

such orders and decrees may be changed or annulled as the court

may determine, and any orders or decrees of said court under this

section shall, while they are in force, supersede any order or decree

of the probate court under section thirty-three of chapter one hun-

dred and forty-seven, and may suspend the right of said court to

act under said section.

Sect. 19. All decrees of divorce shall in the first instance be de-

crees nisi, to become absolute after the expiration of six months from

the entry thereof, on application of either party to the clerk of the

court, and on such application the clerk shall enter a final decree,

unless the court has for sufficient cause, on application of any party

interested, otherwise ordered. [Amended 1882, 223.]

Sect. 20. No libel for divorce on the ground of desertion shall

be defeated by a temporary return or other act done by the party

deserting, if it appears that such return or other act was not made

or done in good faith, but with the intent to defeat the obtaining of

a divorce by the other party.

resumption of former name by wife.

Sect. 21. The court upon granting a divorce to a woman may
allow her to resume her maiden name or the name of any former

husband.



APPENDIX.

RIGHT TO MARRY AGAIN.

Skct. 22. After a divorce from the bond of matrimony either

party may marry again as if the other were dead, except that the
party against whom the divorce was granted shall not marry within
two years from the time of the entry of the final decree of divorce.

* ^ * * * Mf

FOREIGN DIVORCES.

Sect. 41. A divorce decreed in another state or country accord-
ing to the laws thereof, and by a court having jurisdiction of the
cause and of both the parties, shall be valid and effectual in this

commonwealth ; but when an inhabitant of this commonwealth goes
into another state or country to obtain a divorce for a cause which
occurred here while the parties resided here, or for a cause which
would not authorize a divorce by the laws of this commonwealth, a
divorce so obtained shall be of no force or effect in this common-
wealth.

CRISnNAL PROVISIONS.

Sect. 42. If persons divorced from the bond of matrimony co-

habit as husband or wife or live together in the same house, they
shall be deemed to be guilty of adultery.

[Stat. 1882, Chapter 194.]

AN ACT CONCERNING STATISTICS OF DIVORCE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The clerks of courts for the several counties, and of
the supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, shall, annually,
during the month of February, make returns to the secretary of the

Commonwealth in relation to libels for divorce in their respective

counties for the calendar year next preceding. Such returns shall

specify the following details : the number of libels pending at the

beginning of the year ; the number of libels filed within the year

;

the number of divorces granted ; the number of divorces refused ; the

number of libels contested ; the number of libels uncontested ; the

alleged cause for divorce in each case ; the sex of the libellant and
the length of time the parties have been married ; and the number
of cases in which notice has been given to the district-attorney for

prosecution under section forty-four of chapter one hundred and
forty-six of the Public Statutes, and the criminal offence for which
divorce has been granted in such cases.

Sect. 2. The secretary shall furnish the said clerks of courts

with suitable blank forms for the returns provided for in the preced-
ing section.

Sect. 3. The secretary shall annually prepare from said returns

full and complete abstracts and tabular statements of the facts relat-

ing to divorces for each county, and embody such abstracts and
statements, with necessary analyses, in the annual reports to the

legislature relating to the registry of births, deaths and marriages.
Sect. 4. The first return to be made under this act shall include

the details specified in section one, so fai* as practicable, for the years
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eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, eighteen hundred and eighty,

eighteen hundred and eight^^-one, and eighteen hundred and eighty-

two.
Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved

May i, 18S2,

[Stat. 1882, Chapter 223 ]

AN ACT RELATING TO THE MAKING AND ENTERING OF DECREES
OF DIVORCE.

Be it enacted, etc. , as follows

:

Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter one hundred and forty-

six of the Public Statutes is amended so as to read as follows

:

*' Section 19. All decrees of divorce shall in the first instance be

decrees nisi^ to become absolute after the expiration of six months
from the entry thereof, without further notice thereof by publication

or otherwise, on application of either party to the court, or any
justice thereof, in term time or vacation ; and on such application

the court or justice shall make a final decree, unless the court has

for sufficient cause, on application of any party interested, otherwise

ordered."

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. \^Approved

May 15, 1882.

[Stat. 1884, Chapter 219.]

AN ACT RELATING TO DIVORCE IN CASES OF LONG AND UNEX-
PLAINED ABSENCE OF THE LIBELLEE.

Be it enacted^ etc., as follows:

Section 1. A divorce from the bond of matrimony may be de-

creed for any of the causes allowed by law, notwithstanding the fact

that the libellee has been continuously absent for such a period of

time and under such circumstances as would raise a presumption of

death.

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. ^Approved
May 8, 1884,

[Stat. 1887, Chapter 332.]

AN ACT TO ENLARGE THE JURISDICTION OF THE SUPERIOR AND
PROBATE COURTS.

Be it enacted, etc, as folloivs:

Section 1. The superior court shall have e:rclusive original juris-

diction of all causes of divorce and nullity or validity of marriage,

and in such proceedings shall have all powers as to alimony, the

custody of children or otherwise which the supreme judicial court

has heretofore had and exercised.

Sect. 2. The probate coiirts of the several counties shall have

exclusive original jurisdiction of the petitions of married women con-

cerning their separate estate, and of the petitions or applications

concerning the care, custody, education and maintenance of minor

children, ix'ovided for by sections thirty-one, thirty-two and thirty-

eix of chapter one hundred forty-seven of the Public Statutes.
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Sect. 3. All appeals from orders, sentences, decrees or denials
of probate courts on petitions brought under section thirty-three of
chapter one hundred and forty-seven of the Public Statutes, and on
petitions of married women concerning their separate estates, and on
petitions concerning the care, custody, education and maintenance of
minor children provided for by sections thirty-one, thirty-two and
thirty-six of said chapter one hundred and forty-seven, shall here-

after be taken to the superior coqrt, and all proceedings on such
appeals shall be the same, so far as practicable as are now provided
by law on like appeals to the supreme judicial court.

Sect. 4. The supreme judicial court as a court of law, shall con-
tinue to have and exercise the same jurisdiction on exceptions, re-

port, or otherwise, of questions of law arising in all said matters in

the superior court as it has heretofore had and exercised of such
questions arising in the supreme judicial court.

Sect. 5. This act shall not affect any case pending in the supreme
judicial court at the time when it takes effect.

Sect. 6. The superior court shall establish all necessary rules to
regulate the practice under this act. [Approved May 31, 1887.

[Stat. 1887, Chapter 320.]

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT ADVERTISING THE BUSINESS OF PROCURING
DIVORCES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. "Whoever writes, prints or publishes, or solicits an-
other to write, print or publish, any notice, circular or advertisemei\t

soliciting employment in the business of procuring divorces, or offer-

ing inducements for the purpose of procuring such employment shall

be punished by a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars or by im-
prisonment in the house of correction for a term not exceeding six

months.
Sect. 2. The provisions of section one of this act shall not apply

to any person duly admitted as an attorney-at-law in this Common-
wealth. [Approved May 27, 1887.

[Stat. 1889, Chapter 447.]

AN ACT TO PERMIT THE GRANTING OF DIVORCES IN CASES OF THE
EXCESSIVE USE OF OPIUM OR OTHER DRUGS.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows :

A divorce from the bond of matrimony may be decreed for gross

and confirmed drunkenness caused by the voluntary and excessive use

of opium or other drugs. [Ajyproved Jane 7 , 1889.

[Stat. 1890, Chapter 370.]

AN ACT TO AMEND THE PUBLIC STATUTES RELATING TO DIVORCE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows

:

Chapter one hundred and forty-six of the Public Statutes is hereby

amended by adding to the tenth section thereof the following

words : — In all libels for divorce where the cause alleged is

adultery, and where the adverse party does not appear, or is

defaulted, the person alleged to be particeps criminis with the
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libellee may, in the discretion of the court, be allowed to appear

and contest the libel, — so that said section as hereby amended shall

read as follows:— Section 10. When the adverse party does not

appear, and the notice of the pendency of the libel is considered

by the court to be defective or insufficient, it may order such further

notice as it may consider proper. In all libels for divorce where the

cause alleged is adultery, and where the adverse party does not

appear, or is defaulted, the person alleged to be particeps criminis

with the libellee may, in the discretion of the court, be allowed to

appear and contest the libel. [Approved June 5, 1890,
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LAWS RELATING TO MEDICAL
EXAMINERS.

[Public Statutes, Chapter 26.]

OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS.

Section 1. The governor shall nominate, and by and with the

advice and consent of the council shall appoint, in each county able

and discreet men, learned in the science of medicine, to be medical
examiners in each county, and every such nomination shall be made
at least seven days prior to the appointment.

Sect. 2. The number of medical examiners, appointed as pro-

vided in the preceding section, shall be as follows :
—

For the county of Barnstable, three examiners, being one in each
of the three districts iuto which said county is divided for said pur-

pose : namely, district one, composed of the towns of Harwich,
Dennis, Yarmouth, Brewster, Chatham, Orleans, and Eastham ; dis-

trict two, of the towns of Barnstable, Sandwich, Mashpee, and Fal-
mouth ; and district three, of the towns of Provincetowu, Truro, and
Wellfleet.

For the county of Berkshire, four examiners, being one in each of
the four districts into which said county is divided for said purpose.:

namely, district one, composed of the towns of Williamstown,
Clarksburg, Adams, North Adams, Florida,. Savoy, New Ashford,
and Cheshire ; district two, of the towns of Lauesborough, Windsor,
Pittsfield, Dalton, Hiusdale, Peru, and Hancock ; district three, of
the towns of Richmond, Lenox, Washington, Becket, Lee, Stock-
bridge, Tyriugham, and Otis ; and district four, of the towns of
West StockDridge, Alford, Great Barringtou, Monterey, Saudisfield,

New Marlborough, Siieffleld, Egremout, and Mount Washington.
For the county of Bristol, four examiners, being one in each of the

four districts into which said county is divided for said purpose:
namely, district one, composed of the towns of Attleborough, See-
konk, Norton, Mansfield, and Rehoboth ; district two, of the city of
Taunton and the towns of Raynham, Easton, Berkley, and Dighton

;

district three, of the city of Fall River and the towns of Somerset,
Swanzey, Freetown, and Westport ; and district four, of the

city of New Bedford and the towns of Dartmouth, Fairhaven, and
Acushnet.
For the county of Dukes County, three examiners, being one in

each of the three districts into which said county is divided for said
purpose : namely, district one, composed of the towns of Edgartown
and Cottage City ; district two, of the towns of Tisbury and Gosnold

;

and district three, of the towns of Chilmark and Gay Head.
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For the county of Essex, ten examiners, being one in each of the
ten districts into which said county is divided for said purpose

:

namely, district one, composed of the city of Gloucester and the

town of Rockport ; district two, of the towns of Ipswich, Rowley,
Hamilton, and Essex ; district three, of the city of Newburyport and
the towns of Newbury, West Newbury, Amesbury, and Salisbury

;

district four, of the city of Haverhill and the towns of Bradford and
Merrimac ; district five, of the city of Lawrence and the towns of

Methuen, Andover, and North Andover ; district six, of the towns
of Georgetown, Boxford, Topsfield, and Groveland ; district seven,

of the towns of Beverly, Wenham, and Manchester ; district eight, of

the towns of Peabody, Danvers, Middleton, and Lynnfield ; district

nine, of the city of Lynn and the towns of Saugus, Nahant, and
Swampscott ;^ and district ten, of the city of Salem and the town of

Marblehead.
For the county of Franklin, two examiners, being one in each of

the two districts into which said county is divided for said purpose :

namely, the eastern district, composed of the towns of Bernardston,
Erving, Gill, Greenfield, Leverett, Montague, New Salem, Northfield,

Orange, Shutesbury, Sunderland, Warwick, and Wendell ; and the

western district, composed of the towns of Ashfield, Buckland, Charle-

mont, Colrain, Conway, Deerfield, Hawley, Heath, Leyden, Monroe,
Rowe, Shelburne, and Whately. [Amended 1884, 321, §§ 1, 2.]

For the county of Hampden, four examiners, being one in each of

the four districts into which said county is divided for said purpose :

namely, district one, composed of the towns of Brimfield, Holland,

Palmer, Monson, and Wales ; district two, of the city of Springfield

and the towns of Agawam, Chicopee, Longmeadow, Ludlow, West
Springfield, Wilbraham, and Hampden ; district three, of the

city of Holyoke ; and district four, of the towns of Blandford,

Chester, Granville, Montgomery, Russell, Southwick, Tolland, and
Westfield.

For the county of Hampshire, four examiners, being one in each of

the four districts into which said county is divided for said purpose :

namely, district one, composed of the towns of Chesterfield, Cum-
mington, Goshen, Hatfield, Northampton, Plainfield, and Williams-

burgh ; district two, of the towns of Easthampton, Huntington,
Middlefield, Southampton, Westhampton, and Worthington ; district

three, of the towns of Amherst, Granby, Iladley, Pelham, and South
Hadley ; and district four, of the towns of Belchertown, Enfield,

Greenwich, Prescott, and Ware.
For the county of Middlesex, ten examiners, being one in each of

the ten districts into which said county is divided for said purpose :

namely, district one, composed of the city of Cambridge and the

towns of Belmont and Arlington ; district two, of the cities of Mai-
den and Somerville and the towns of Everett and Medford ; district

three, of the towns of Melrose, Stoneham, Wakefield, Wilmington,
Reading, and North Reading ; district four, of the towns of Woburn,
Winchester, Lexington, and Burlington ; district five, of the city of

Lowell and the towns of Dracut, Tewksbury, Billerica, Chelmsford,

and Tyngsborough ; district six, of the towns of Concord, Carlisle,



APPENDIX. 429

Bedford, Lincoln, Littleton, Acton, and Boxborough ; district seven,

of the city of Newton and the towns of Watei,'town, Waltham, and
Weston ; district eight, of the towns of Framingliam, Wayland,

Natick, Sherborn. Holliston, Hopkinton, and Ashland ; district nine,

of the towns of ]Marlborough, Hudson, Maynard, Stow, and Sud-
bury ; and district ten, of the towns of Ayer, Croton, Westford,
Dunstable, Pepperell, Shirley, Townsend, and Ashby.

For the county of Nantucket, one examiner.

For tlie county of Norfolk, nine examiners, being one in each of

the nine districts into which said county is divided for said purpose :

namely, district one, composed of the towns of Dedham, Needham,
AYellesley, Norwood, and Dover ; district two, of the towns of Hyde
Park and Milton ; district three, of the towns of Quincy and Ran-
dolph ; district four, of the towns of Weymouth, Braintree, and Hol-

brook ; district five, of the towns of Stoughton, Canton, Walpole,
and Sharon ; district six, of the towns of Franklin, Foxborough, and
Wrentham ; district seven, of the towns of Medway, Medfield, Nor-
folk, and Bellingham ; district eight, of the town of Brookline ; and
district nine, of the town of Cohasset.

For the county of Plymouth, four examiners, being one in each of

the four districts into which said county is divided for said purpose

:

namely, district one, composed of the city of Brockton and the

towns of West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, Bridgewater, and
South Abington ; district two, of the towns of Abington, Rockland,
Hanover, Hanson, Hingham, South Scituate, and Hull ; district three,

of the towns of Plymouth, Marshfield, Halifax, Kingston, Scituate,

PJympton, Duxbury, and Pembroke ; and district four, of the towns
of Middleborough, Wareham, Mattapoisett, Carver, Rochester, Lake-
ville, and Marion. [Amended 1886, 74.]

For the county of Suffolk, two examiners.

For the county of Worcester, eleven examiners, being one in each
of the eleven districts into which said county is divided for said pur-

pose : namely, district one, composed of the towns of Athol, Peters-

ham, Phillipston, and Royalstou ; district two, of the towns of

Gardner, Templeton, and AVinchendon ; district three, of the city of

Fitchburg and the towns of Ashburnham, Leominster, Lunenburg,
Princeton, and Westminster ; district four, of the towns of Berlin,

Bolton, Clinton, Harvard, Lancaster, and Sterling; district five, of

the towns of Grafton, Northborough, Southborough, and Westbor-
ough ; district six, of the towns of Mendon, Milford, and Upton

;

district seven, of the towns of Blackstone, Douglas, Northbridge, and
Uxbridge ; district eight, of the towns of Charlton, Dudley, Oxford,
Southbridge, Sturbridge, and Webster; district nine, of the towns of

Brookfield, North Brookfield, Spencer, Warren, and West Brookfield

;

district ten, of the towns of Barre, Dana, Hubbardston, Hardwick,
New Braintree, Oakham, and Rutland ; and district eleven, of the

city of Worcester and the towns of Auburn, Boylston, Holden,
Leicester, Millbury, Paxton, Shrewsbury, Sutton, and West
Boylston.

Sect. 3. The governor may also in like manner nominate and
appoint an associate medical examiner for the county of Suffolk,
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who shall, at the request of either of the medical examiners for said

county, perform all the duties and exercise all the powers of a medi-
cal examiner in said county, but he shall not in any year be so
required to serve for more than one month at the request of either of

said medical examiners.

Sect. 4. Said medical examiners and associate medical exam-
iner shall hold their offices for a term of seven years from the time

of their respective appointments, but shall be liable to removal from
oflSce by the governor and council at any time for cause shown.

Sect. 5. Each medical examiner and tbe associate medical exam-
iner for Suffolk County shall, before entering upon the duties of his

office, be sworn and give bond with sureties to the treasurer of the

county, in the sum of five thousand dollars, for the faithful perform-
ance of such duties. If he fails to give such bond for thirty days
after his appointment, such appointment shall be void.

Sect. 6. The superior court shall each year examine into the

sufficiency of all bonds given under the preceding section ; and if it

appears that any such bond is insufficient, said court shall cause a
record of that fact to be made by its clerk, and shall require the

party who gave such bond to give a new one, satisfactory to the

court, wiMiin such time as it shall order.

Sect. 7. A surety on any such bond, or his heirs, executors, or

administrators, may petition the superior court, for the county for

which the officer who gave it was appointed, to be discharged from
such bond, and like proceedings shall thereupon be had as in case of

a similar petition by a surety on a sheriff's official bond.
Sect. 8. If the condition of any such bond is broken to the

injury of any person, the officer who gave it shall be liable to removal
from his office and be subject to like penalties as sheriffs in like

cases, and actions may be brought upon such bonds in like manner
as upon the official bonds of sheriffs.

Sect. 9. In the county of Suffolk each medical examiner shall

receive from the treasurer of the county, in full for all services per-

formed by him, a salary of three thousand dollars a year, and the

associate medical examiner a salary of five hundred dollars ; but if

the said associate medical examiner serves in any year more than
two months at the request of either medical examiner, he shall for

such service^ in excess of two months be paid at the same rate as

such medical examiner, and such compensation shall be deducted
from the salary of the medical examiner in whose stead he serves.

The medical examiners in other counties shall receive fees as fol-

lows : for a view without an autopsy, four dollars ; for a view and
autopsy, thirty dollars ; and for travel, at the rate of five cents a mile

to and from the place of view. [Amended 1885, 379, § 1.]

Sect. 10. Medical examiners shall make examinations, as herein-

after provided, upon the view of the dead bodies of such persons

only as are supposed to have come to their death by violence.

Sect. 11. When a medical examiner has notice that there has

been found, or is lying within his county, the dead body of a person
who is supposed to have come to his death by violence, he shall forth-

with repair to the place where such body lies, and take charge of the
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same ; and if, on view thereof and personal inquiry into the cause
and manner of the death, he deems a further examination necessary,

he shall, upon being thereto authorized in writing by the district-

attorney, mayor, or selectmen of the district, city or town where
such body lies, make an autopsy in the presence of two or more
discreet persons, whose attendance he may compel by subpoena if

necessary, and shall then and there carefully reduce or cause to be
reduced to writing every fact and circumstance tending to show the

condition of the body and the cause and manner of death, together

with the names and addresses of said witnesses, which record he
shall subscribe. Before making such autopsy he shall call the

attention of the witnesses to the position and appearance of the

body.
Sect. 12. If upon such view, personal inquiry, or autopsy, he is

of opinion that the death was caused by violence, he shall at once
notify the district-attorney and a justice of the district, police, or

municipal court for the district or city in which the body lies, or a
trial justice, and shall file a duly attested copy of the record of his

autopsy in such court or with such justice, and a like copy with such
district-attorney ; and shall in all cases certify to the clerk or regis-

trar having the custody of the records of births, marriages, and
deaths in the city or town in which the person deceased came to his

death, the name and residence of the person deceased, if known, or,

when the name and residence cannot be ascertained, a description of

the person deceased, as full as may be, for identification, together

with the cause and manner by and in which he came to his death.

Sect. 13. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold an
inquest, which may be private, in which case any or all persons,

other than those required to be present by the provisions of this

chapter, may be excluded from the place where such inquest is held

;

and said court or trial justice may also direct the witnesses to be

kept separate, so that they cannot converse with each other until

they have been examined. The district-attorney, or some person

designated by him, may attend the inquest and examine all witnesses.

An inquest shall be held in all cases of death by accident upon
a railroad ; and the district-attorney or the attorney-general may,
if he deems it necessary or expedient, direct an inquest to be held

in the case of any other casualty from which the death of a person

results.

Sect. 14. The justice or district-attorney may issue subpojnas for

witnesses, returnable before such court or trial justice. The persons

served with such process shall be allowed the same fees, their

attendance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be

subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in behalf

of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such

court or trial justice.

Sect. 15. The presiding justice or trial justice shall, after hearing

the testimony, draw up and sign a report, in which he shall find and
certify when, where, and by what means the person deceased came to

his death, his name if known, and all material circumstances attend-

ing his death ; and if it appears that his death resulted wholly or in
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part from the unlawful act of any other person or persons, he shall

further state the name or names of such person or persons, if known
to hhn, and he shall file such report with the records of the superior
court in the county wherein the inquest is held.

Sect. 16. If the justice finds that murder, manslaughter, or an
assault has been committed, he may bind over, as in criminal prosecu-
tions, such \vitnesses as he deems necessary, or as the district- attor-

ney may designate, to appear and testify at the court in which an
indictment for such offence may be found or presented.

Sect. 17. If a person charged by the report with the commission
of an offence is not in custody, the justice shall forthwith issue proc-
ess for his apprehension, and such process shall be made returnable
before any court or magistrate having jurisdiction in the premises,
who shall proceed therein in the manner required by law ; but noth-
ing herein shall prevent any justice from issuing such process befoue
the finding of such report, if it is otherwise lawful to issue the same.
[Amended 1887, 310, § 3.]

Sect. 18. If a medical examiner reports that a death was not
caused by violence, and the district-attorney or the attorney-general
is of a contrary opinion, either the district-attorney or the attorney-
general may, notwithstanding such report, direct an inquest to be
held in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, at which
inquest he or some person designated by him shall be present and
examine all the witnesses.

Sect. 19. The medical examiner may, if he deems it necessary,
employ a chemist to aid in the examination of the body or of sub-
stances supposed to have caused or contributed to the death, and
such chemist shall be entitled to such compensation for his services

as the medical examiner certifies to be just and reasonable, the same
being audited and allowed in the manner hereinafter provided. A
clerk, who may be employed to reduce to writing the results of a
medical examination or autopsy, shall be allowed for his services two
dollars per day.

Sect. 20. When a medical examiner views or makes an examina-
tion of the dead body of a stranger, he shall cause the body to be
decently buried ; and if he certifies that he has made careful inquiry,

and that to the best of his knowledge and belief the person found
dead is a stranger having no settlement in any city or town of this

commonwealth, his fees, with the actual expense of burial, shall be
paid from the treasury of the commonwealth. In all other cases the
expense of the burial shall be paid by the city or town, and all other
expenses by the county, wherein the body is found. [Amended 1887,
310, § 1.]

Sect. 21. When services are rendered in bringing to land the
dead body of a person found in any of the harbors, rivers, or waters
of the commonwealth, the medical examiner may allow such compen-
sation for such services as he deems reasonable, but this provision
shall not entitle any person to compensation for services rendered in

searching for a dead body.
Sect. 22. In all cases arising under the provisions of this chapter,

the medical examiner shall take charge of any money or other personal
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property of the deceased, found upon or near the body, and shall

deliver the same to the person or persons entitled to its custody or
possession, or, if not claimed by such person within sixty days, then
to a public administrator to be administered upon according- to law.

Sect. 23. A medical examiner who fraudulently neglects or re-

fuses to deliver any such property to such person within three days
after due demand upon him therefor shall be punished by imprison-
ment in the jail or house of correction not exceeding two years, or

by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars.

Sect. 24. Every medical examiner shall return an account of the

expenses of each view or autopsy, including his fees, to the county
commissioners having jurisdiction over the place where the examina-
tion or view is held, or in the county of Suffolk to the auditor of the

city of Boston, and shall annex to his return the written authority
under which the autopsy was made. Such commissioners or auditor
shall audit such accounts, and certify to the treasurer of the common-
wealth or to the treasurer of the county, as the case may be, what
items in such account are deemed just and reasonable, and such
items shall be paid by said treasurer to the person entitled to receive

the same. [Amended 1887, 310, § 2.]

Sect. 25. The fees of trial justices for the services specified in

this chapter shall be as follows: namely, for receiving and filing

a duly attested copy of the record of an autopsy, fifty cents ; for

each subpoena issued, ten cents ; for each day's attendance in holding
the inquest, five dollars ; for the recognizance of witnesses, twenty
cents ; and for drawing up and filing a report in superior court, five

dollars. The said fees, having been audited by the district-attorney,

shall be paid from the treasury of the county. •

[Stat. 1884, Chapter 321.]

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A MEDICAL
EXAMINER FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF
FRANKLIN.

Be it enacted, etc., asfollows

:

Section 1. There shall be appointed a medical examiner for a
district to be known as the Northern District of the county of Frank-
lin, which shall be composed of the towns of Orange, Warwick, New
Salem and Wendell in the county of Franklin.

Sect. 2. So much of section two of chapter twenty-six of the
Public Statutes as is inconsistent herewith is hereby repealed.

Sect. 3. This act shall take- effect upon its passage. [Approved
June 5, 1884.']

[Stat. 1886, Chapter 74.]

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE NUMBER OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS AND
THE DISTRICTS OF THE SAME IN THE COUNTY OF PLYMOUTH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

So much of section two of chapter twenty-six of the Public Stat-
utes as relates to the county of Plymouth is hereby amended so as to
read:— For the county of Plymouth, five examiners, being one in
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each of the five districts into which said county is divided for said

purpose ; namely, district one, composed of the city of Brockton and
the towns of West Bridgewater, East Bridgewater, Bridgewater and
South Abington ; district two, of the towns of Abington, Rockland,

Hanover, Hanson, South Scituate and Pembroke ; district three, of

the towns of Plymouth, Halifax, Kingston, Plymptou and Duxbury

;

district four, of the towns of Middleborough, Wareham, Mattapoi-

sett, Carver, Rochester, Lakeville and Marion ; and district five, of

the towns of Hinghara, Hull, Scituate and Marshfield. ^Aj^proved

March 1 7, 1886.

[Stat. 1885, Chapter 379.].

AN ACT RELATING TO MEDICAL EXAMINERS.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section nine of chapter twenty-six of the Public

Statutes is amended to read as follows : — Section 9. In the county

of Suffolk each medical examiner shall receive from the treasurer of

the county, in full for all services performed by him, a salary of

three thousand dollars a year, and the associate medical examiner

a salary of five hundred dollars ; but if the said associate medical

examiner serves in any year more than two mouths, at the request

of either medical examiner, he shall, for such service in excess of

two months, be paid at the same rate as such medical examiner, and
such compensation shall be deducted from the salary of the medical

examiner in whose stead he serves. The medical examiners in other

counties shall receive fees as follows : For a view without an autopsy,

five dollars ; for a view and autopsy, thirty dollars ; and for travel,

al; the rate of ten cents a mile to and from the place of view.

Sect. 2. When a medical examiner deems it necessary to have a

physician present at an autopsy as one of the witnesses, as provided

in section eleven of chapter twenty-six of the Public Statutes, such

physician shall be allowed five dollars for his services. Other wit-

nesses required by law to be present at an autopsy shall be allowed

two dollars each.

Sect. 3. Every medical examiner shall, annually, on or before

the first day of March, transmit to the secretary of the common-
wealth certified copies of the records of all deaths which have

occurred during the year ending on the last day of the preceding

December, the cause and manner of which he has investigated, in

accordance with the requirements of chapter twenty-six of the Public

Statutes : provicZecZ, however, if the term of office of any medical ex-

aminer shall end before the said last day of December, he shall send

to the secretary of the commonwealth, within the sixty days next

ensuing upon the expiration of his commission as a medical exam-

iner, certified copies of the records of all deaths officially investigated

by him during that part of the then current calendar year in which

he continued in office.

Sect. 4. Each medical examiner shall be entitled to receive from

the treasury of the commonwealth, for recording and returning the

facts relating to deaths as herein provided, twenty cents for each of

the first twenty entries, and ten cents for each subsequent entry in

any year, as certified by the secretary of the commonwealth, and
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such allowance and payment shall be made to the medical examiners
in Suffolk County for record and returns pursuant to this section,

notwithstanding the limitation to the salary fixed by section nine of

chapter twenty-six of the Public Statutes as amended by this act.

Any medical examiner shall forfeit not less than ten nor more than
fifty dollars for each refusal or neglect to fulfil the requirements of

section three of this act.

Sect. 5. The secretary shall, at the expense of the common-
wealth, prepare and furnish to the several medical examiners, blank

books of suitable quality and size, to be used as books of record

under this act, and blank forms for returns, on paper of uniform
size.

Sect. 6. The secretary shall cause the returns received by him
for each year, in accordance with this act, to be bound together in

one volume, with indexes thereto ; he shall prepare or cause to be
prepared from the said returns such tabular results as will render

them of practical utility, and shall make report thereof annually to

the general court in connection with the report of the registry and
return of births, marriages and deaths required by section fifteen of

chapter thirty-two of the Public Statutes.

Sect. 7. Every medical examiner shall forthwith file with the

district attorney of his district, a report of each autopsy made by
him and of his view and personal inquiry in such case under the pro-

visions of chapter twenty-six of the Public Statutes ; and shall

certify in such report that, in his judgment, the cause and manner
of death could not be ascertained by view and inquiry, and that an
autopsy was necessary for that purpose. The district attorney shall

examine such report, and if of the opinion that such autopsy was
necessary shall, except in the county of Suffolk, so certify to the county
commissioners, having jurisdiction over the place where the autopsy
is held, and no fee for any autopsy shall be certified by the commis-
sioners for payment until such certificate by the district attorney

shall have been filed with said commissioners.

Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved
June 19, 1885.

[Stat. 1887, Chapter 310.]

AN ACT RELATING TO MEDICAL EXAMINERS.
J5e it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section twenty of chapter twenty-six of the Public

Statutes is hereby amended to read as follows : — The medical exam-
iner upon the completion of his autopsy in any case arising under
the provisions of this chapter, or upon the conclusion of his view or

medical examination when an autopsy is deemed unnecessary, shall

deliver the dead body, upon their claim therefor, to one or more of

the persons hereinafter named ; and they shall be entitled thereto as

follows : — First, the husband or wife, as the case may be. Second,
the next of kin. Third, any friend of the deceased. But if the

dead body is unidentified or unclaimed for a period of not less than

forty-eight hours following the view thereof, the medical examiner
shall deliver the body to the overseers of the poor of the city or
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town wherein it is found lying, and said overseers shall decently bury
the same in accordance with the provisions of section seventeen of

chapter eighty-four of the Public Statutes.

Sect, 2. Section twenty-four of chapter twenty-six of the Public
Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows : — Every medi-
cal examiner shall return an account of the expenses of each view
or autopsy, including his fees, to the county commissioners having
jurisdiction over the place where the examination or view is held, or

in the county of Suffolk to the auditor of the city of Boston, and
shall annex to his return the written authority under which the

autopsy was made. Such commissioners or auditor shall audit such
accounts and certify to the treasurer of the county what items in such
account are deemed just and reasonable and such items shall be paid

by said treasurer to the person entitled to receive the same.
Sect. 3. Section seventeen of chapter eighty-four of the Public

Statutes is hereby amended by striking out the words " except such
strangers as are buried by medical examiners under the provisions of

section twenty of chapter twenty-six."

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [^Approved

May 26, 1887,
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STATISTICAL NOSOLOGY.

ADOPTED FOR REGISTRATION IN IVIASSACHUSETTS.

The following plan of a Nomenclature and Classification of Diseases

does not essentially differ from that authorized by the Registrar-

General of England to be used in the preparation of the "Weekly
Return of Births and Deaths in London," and is also, with slight

modifications, identical with that embodied in a report drawn up by

William Farr, Esq., M.D., of London, for the consideration of the

International Statistical Congress which met at Paris in September,

1855 ; which report was printed in the Appendix to the Sixteenth

Registration Report of the Registrar-General, England.

[Note.— This page and those that follow contain two lists of causes of death. The
first— that on the left side— may be called the Tabular List, and comprises all the

heads which it is proposed to admit into the complete tables (IX. and X.), and under
which ALL deaths, from whatever cause, are finally distributed. It represents those

diseases which, under the same terms, or terms strictly synonymous with them, are

found in practice to occur most frequently.

The Supplemental List is subordinate to the first, and contains the principal special

diseases which it may be considered desirable to note. The figures in this list indicate

the corresponding numbers of the tabular list under which such diseases are ultimately

arranged.

Table VIII. includes both the Tabular and Supplemental lists ; Tables IX. and X.
the Tabular list only.]

CAUSES OF DEATH.

TABULAR LIST.

CLASS I.— Zymotic Diseases.

Order 1.— Miasmatic.
L 1.— 1. Small-pox .

2. Measles
3. Scarlatina .

4. Diphtheria .

5. Cerebro-spinal Meningitis
6. Quinsy
7. Croup....
8. Whooping Cough

9. Typhoid (and Infantile Fever)
10. Erysipelas ....
11. Metria (Puerperal Fever) .

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

Of Diseases of Special Character,
or rarely fatal.

I. 1.— 1. Vaccination not stated.
Small-pox (second attack).
After vaccination.
Erysipelas, &c., after vac-

cination.
Chicken-pox.
Miliaria.

3. Angina maligna.
6. " Spotted fever."
6. Mumps.

Tonsillitis.

9. Typhus fever.
10. Pyemia.

Hospital gangrene.
Erythema.

11. Childbed fever.
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TABULAR LIST.

CLASS III.— (Continued.)

Order 2. — Organs of Circulation.

III. 2.— 1. Pericarditis* .

2. Aneurism ....
3. Heart Diseases, &c.

Order 3.— Respiratory Organs.

III. 3.— 1. Epistaxis .

2. Laryngitis
3. Bronchitis
4. Pleurisy
5. Pneumonia
6. Asthma
7. Lung Diseases, &c.

Order 4.— Digestive Organs.

III. 4.— 1. Gasti'itis .

2. Enteritis .

3. Peritonitis

4. Ascites

6. Ulceration of Intestines

6. Hernia
7. Ileus

8. Intussusception
9. Stricture of Intestines

10. Fistula .

11. Stomach Disease, &c.

12. Pancreas Diseases, &c.
13. Hepatitis .

14. Jaundice .

15. Liver Disease, &c. .

16. Spleen Disease, &g. .

Order 5.— Urinary Organs.

in. 5.— L Nephritis (Bright's Dis., (Stc.)

2. Ischuria .

3. Diabetes .

4. Calculus (Gravel, &c.)
5. Cystitis

6. Kidney Disease, &c. .
_^

Order 6.— Generative Organs.

m. 6.— 1. Ovarian Dropsy
2. Disease of Uterus, &c.

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

III. 2.

III. 3,

— 1. Carditis.
Endocarditis.

3. Ilypertrophia.
Angina pectoria
Syncope.
Arteritis.
Phlebitis.
Hydropericardium.

— 2. (Edema glottidis.

4. Empyema.
Ilydrothorax.
Diaphragmitis.
Pneumothorax.

5. Pulmonary apoplexy,
6. Grinders' asthma.

Miners' asthma.
Emphysema.

ni. 4.— 1. Glossit.is.

Stomatitis.
Pharyngitis.
Qisophagitis.

5. Perforation of

—

6. Congenital.
Femoral.
Inguinal.
Scrotal.

Umbilical.
Ventral.

7. Constipation.
9. Strict. oesophagUB.

11. Dyspepsia.
Pyrosis.
Gastralgia.
Haematemesia.
Melasna.
Ha?morrhoidB.

14. Gall-stones.
15. Cirrhosis.

m. 5.— 1. Albuminuria.
5. Cystirrhcea.
6. Diuresis.

Haematuria.
Dis. of prostate.
Dis. of bladder.

ni. 6.— 1. Ovarian tumor.
2. Hysteritis, Metritis (in.

flammation of womb).
Uterine tumor,
Polypus uteri.

Orchitis.
Hydrocele.

*[S«ealBoI. 1.— 20.]
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TABULAR LIST.

CLASS III.— (Continued.)

Order 7.— Organs of Locomotion,

III. 7.— 1. Arthritis . . . .

2. Joint Disease, &c.

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

III. 7.-

Order 8.— Integumentary System.

III. 8.— 1. Phlegmon
2. Ulcer ....
3. Ski7i Diseases, &c. .

CLASS IV.— Developmental Diseases.

Order 1.— Developmental Diseases of
Children.

IV. 1.— 1. Still-born

2. Premature Birth, and Infantile

Debility

3. Cyanosis .

4. Spina Bifida

5. Other Malformations
6. Teething .

Order 2.— Developmental Diseases of
Women.

IV. 2.— 1. Paramenia . . . .

2. Childbirth. (See Metria 1. 1.—9.)

Order ^.—Developmental Diseases of Old
People.

IV. 3.— 1. Old Age

Order 4.— Diseases of Nutrition,

IV. 4.— 1. Atrophy and Debility

-1. Ostitis.

Periostitis.

2. Fragilitas osslum.
Mollities ossium.
Caries. Necrosis.
Exostosis.
Hip disease.
Spine disease.

III. 8.— 1. Abscess (part not stated).
Boil.
Whitlow.

3. Roseola.
Urticaria.
Eczema.
Herpes.
Pemphigus.
Ecthyma.
Impetigo.
Psoriasis, &c.

rv. 1. -2. Atelectasis.
6. Anus imperforatus.

Cleft palate.
Idiocy.

rv. 2.— 1. Chlorosis.
Climacteria.
Menorrhagia.

2. Miscarriage.
Abortion.
Puerperal mania.
Puerperal convulsions.
Phlegmasia doleus.
Cassarian operation.
Estra-uteriue fcetation.

Flooding.
Retention of placenta.
Presentation of placentn.
Deformed pelvis.

Breast abscess.
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TABULAR LIST. SUPPLEMENTAL LIST.

CLASS v.— Violent Deaths.

Order 1.— Accident or Negligence,

1.— 1. Fractures and Contusions
2. Wounds
3. Bums and Scalds
4. Poison
5. Drowning .

6. Suffocation

7. Otherwise*
8. "Casualty"!

Order 2. — Battle.

Order 3.— Homicide.

Order 4.

V. 4.— 1. Wounds
2. Poison
3. Drowning
4. Hanging
5. Otherwise

Order 5.

V. 5.— 1. Hanging

Suicide.

Execution.

Sudden, cause unascertained

I.— 1. Railroad accidents,
6. Lost at sea.
6. Asphyxia.

Strangulation.
7. Exposure."

Cold water.
Frozen.
Heat.
Lightning.
Surgical operation.

NoTK.— Casefl of "infantile ferer" are clawed with.typhoid, relapsing and other continued

fevers, under one name, " typhoid fever ; " of "rheumatic fever," with "rheumatism;" of

"hemorrhage," and "abscess," with the diseases of the part affected (if that is stated, as it

should always be, in the return). As " stricture of the urethra" is almost invariably the result

of gonorrhoea, it is classed as 1.2.— 2. All cases of death returned "unknown," or of which
the cause is not stated, and cases of "tumor," "inflammation," or " hemorrhage," of which the

locality or part affected is not mentioned, are classed as unknown, and therefore not included in

the foregoing table of specified causes.

* Manner stated. f Muiner not stated; return therefore imperfect.
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