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Whether you have thirty square feet of yard or thirty acres, a school athletic field 
or miles of highway grounds to maintain, when spring arrives, the challenge “to 
grow green” and keep it looking good is thrust upon all of us.  However, while 
the aesthetics of lawns and landscapes make spending time outdoors particularly 
pleasurable, we need to re-think how the fertilizers, pesticides, and extra water we 
use for our facilities, fairways, yards and grounds are harmful to our family, our 
neighbors and our environment.  

 
 
 
 
 

To illustrate the extent of pollution produced from just this one human activity, 
the US EPA reports that 80% of all households in the US have private lawns 
totaling approximately 17.7 million acres. In 2003 alone, those homeowners spent 
$38 billion on landscaping activities. A 2004 survey by the National Gardening 
Association also shows that 66 million U.S. homes used chemical pesticides 
and/or fertilizers on their lawns and gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Despite widespread information that harmful landscape practices can pose long-
term risks to human health, pets, waterways, and wildlife (see the sidebar for 
more information), many homeowners and landscapers justify their current 
practices based on the question of whether or not the natural/organic fertilizers, 
weed control products and pesticides really work. However, the more important 
question we should be asking ourselves is “can we afford not to use organics?” 
Do we need the dandelion to die within 24 hours, or can we accept a slightly 
slower schedule that will gradually prevent future weed growth as well? Do we 
need to use thousands of gallons of our precious groundwater annually just to 
boast the greenest lawn on the block?  

 
 
 
 

The good news is that there is a growing selection of organic fertilizers and weed 
control products in the commercial and retail marketplace today that tout the 
same or better high quality results as chemicals. As with any product, some may 
work better than others, so don’t rule out all organics if one did not meet your 
needs.  

Greening Backyard Blooms – Organically! 

Why should you be concerned 
about lawn care? 

Pesticides can kill beneficial microorganisms 
in the soil that are necessary for a healthy 
lawn and can be tracked indoors and residues 
can persist in household dust and carpets. 

There is increasing knowledge of the human 
health and environmental effects from 
pesticides. Children are uniquely vulnerable 
to harmful effects from pesticide exposure. 
The National Cancer Institute reports that 
children are at risk for brain and other 
cancers and are 6 times more likely to 
develop leukemia when lawn pesticides are 
used at home. 

Many pesticides are classified as endocrine 
disruptors, substances that mimic, block, or 
interfere with reproductive and growth 
hormones. The full health effects of exposure 
to endocrine disruptors early in life are 
permanent and irreversible. 

Pets are also at risk for pesticide exposure 
since they play and sleep on grass and 
sometimes ingest it. 

Pesticide runoff pollutes ground and surface 
waters, which threatens the safety of our 
aquatic life and drinking water supplies. 
Many lawn pesticides are highly toxic to 
aquatic organisms.  

Many pesticides remain toxic longer than the 
recommended “24 hour” re-entry period.  

Excerpt from Healthy Lawns Healthy 
Families website, a cooperative effort 
developed with a grant from the Toxic Use 
Reduction Institute at UMASS Lowell. 
www.healthylawnsforhealthyfamilies.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We recommend that you consider one of the two organic product manufacturers 
currently on MA state contract FAC24; Pure Barnyard/Cockadoodle DOO and 
Advanced Marine Technologies (AMT). Both are 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 

listed by the Organic Materials 
Review Institute (OMRI), one of the strictest organic review agencies in the 
country and have been used effectively all over the country for several years. For 
state contract purchases, visit www.comm-pass.com and search under FAC24. 
For personal use, see the following summary and links: 

Cockadoodle DOO includes a line of various Organic Lawn & Garden Products; 
their fertilizers are made with naturally occurring nutrients and the weed control 
products are from corn gluten meal (by-product of corn starch). Their website 
contains lots of useful landscaping information, FAQs on “organic” versus 
“natural” and an extensive list of over 200 retailers in MA by area code. 
www.purebarnyard.com/cockadoodledoo/. 

AMT converts waste material from seafood processing plants creating a useful 
agricultural, commercial and consumer fertilizer. AMT markets this fertilizer 
under the brand name Organic Gem ®. It is a high performance product that gives 
excellent plant growth, rebuilds soil, and offers higher production yields using a 
unique enzymatic cold process that produces a hyper-active bio-stimulant. It can 
be applied with no worries to human health or local water supplies. 
www.organicgem.org/index.html. 

http://www.comm-pass.com/
http://www.purebarnyard.com/cockadoodledoo/
http://www.organicgem.org/0000/organic-gem.php
http://www.organicgem.org/index.html
http://www.healthylawnsforhealthyfamilies.com/


Rainbarrel Vendors on MA Contract FAC31 
 

New England Rain Barrel Company, Peabody, MA 
Joane  Freele, 978-977-3155  
joan@nerainbarrel.com; www.nerainbarrel.com 
 

SkyJuice New England, Stafford, NH 
Sharon England, 207-363-1505 
sengland@skyjuice.us; www.skyjuice.us/html/rain_barrel.html 

Water Savings Opportunity 

No More Water Water Everywhere 

 

As the recent New England 
temperatures herald the unofficial 
start of the summer season, we turn 
on the hose, auto-set the outdoor 
sprinkler systems, open our 
swimming pools, and take numerous 
showers, often without a  
thought to the fact that in many  

parts of the world access to fresh water is literally a life or death 
situation. 

According to the World Health Organization, the health and economies 
of at least 80 countries are threatened by water scarcity and over 2 
billion people have no access to clean water; tensions have mounted 
between nations that share water from rivers crossing common borders 
and the World Bank estimates that world-wide demand for water is 
doubling every twenty years. Interestingly enough, the words "river" 
and "rival" share the same Latin root; a rival is "someone who shares the 
same stream." Perhaps this best explains the plethora of public opinion 
expressed in recent years that water will eventually replace oil as the 
most critical resource issue confronting all countries. 

Although our problems in the US are not as dire as in developing 
countries – at least not yet – reports of water concerns are clearly on the 
rise.  This week Miami’s 730 square mile Lake Okeechobee (the second 
largest fresh water lake in the contiguous US) dropped to its lowest level 
on record threatening a key water supply for nearly 5 million people and 
requiring citrus growers to cut their water use in half. In her recent book, 
Pillar of Sand, Sandra Postel forecasts that as the ballooning world 
population depletes water supplies, it likely will render the current 
practice of irrigation incapable of sustaining agriculture to feed the 
world.   

Closer to home on a smaller (but important) scale, the MA Executive 
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs in their landscaping guide 
for residents, estimates that US homeowners use an astounding 40-60% 
of their household water annually on lawns, with the average lawn 
consuming 10,000 gallons, or 32 gallons of water per day to grow grass. 
Slightly extravagant wouldn’t you say when placed in the global 
scheme?  
(http://www.mass.gov/envir/mwrc/pdf/More_Than_Just_Yard.pdf). 

The guide provides a wealth of information ecological landscaping and 
conservation tips, but one easy and economical  water conservation 
measure we want to remind you about here is available for commercial 
and personal use on MA state contract FAC31; Rainbarrels. In 
combination with environmentally preferable landscaping practices, 
rainbarrels provide the opportunity to collect thousands of gallons of 
“free” untreated water per season by diverting a portion of the runoff 
from your roof. They are clean, food-grade containers, easy to install 
and maintain, and connect to hoses or irrigation systems. You can 
multiply the savings by connecting one barrel to another.  

Conserving water can help protect local watersheds, ground water and 
surface water quality as well as our drinking water, while providing a 
sustainable source of water for irrigation. MA and other New England 
states have grant programs that offset some of the purchase price of the 
barrels. Interested agencies, municipalities and citizens may contact the 
MA DEP for information and/or one of the vendors on state contract 
listed below. We encourage you to also visit the websites of the vendors 
for more details on the benefits and usages of rainbarrels. 

 
 
 

 
 

New Executive Order Sets Energy 
Efficiency and Purchasing Goals 
On April 18, 2007, Governor Deval L. Patrick issued a new 
“Leading By Example – Clean Energy and Efficient 
Buildings” Executive Order.  Executive Order No.484 builds 
on a number of current initiatives, including the efforts of the 
State Sustainability Program and the EPP Procurement 
Program, while setting more specific and far-reaching targets 
for state facilities.  The targets for the year 2012 include: 

 25% greenhouse gas emission reductions  
 20% energy reduction  
 15% of energy procured from renewable sources 
 10% reduction in water use  

Even more challenging targets are set in the above-
mentioned areas for 2020 and even for 2050.  The executive 
order sets new standards in the area of purchasing as well.  
Agencies are: 
 Prohibited from purchasing incandescent light bulbs and 

are instructed to buy compact fluorescent bulbs and LED 
lights instead. 

 Instructed to install LED and/or photoluminescent (glow 
in the dark) exit signs, programmable thermostats, and 
lighting motion sensors. 

To help you meet these new requirements, the Operational 
Services Division has negotiated with statewide contractors 
for limited-time reduced prices on lighting and energy 
efficient products mentioned in the executive order.  Two 
statewide contractors won this “bid within a bid” with 
discounts exceeding 40% off the statewide contract prices for 
some products: 

 Graybar Electric was awarded to sell T5 and T8 
fluorescent tubes and photoluminescent exit signs.   

 Standard Electric was awarded to sell compact 
fluorescent light bulbs, LED exit signs and occupancy 
sensors. 

Reduced prices are valid until July 30, 2007.  Download 
the price list and ordering instructions at 
www.mass.gov/Aosd/docs/EPP/final_pricing_2007.xls   

Questions? Contact Dmitriy Nikolayev, Procurement 
Manager, MA Operational Services Division, at 
Dmitriy.Nikolayev@state.ma.us or 617-720-3351. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subscription Information.  EPP Buyer Updates are 
published by the Environmentally Preferable Products 
Purchasing Program at the MA Operational Services 
Division.  Visit us online, subscribe and unsubscribe at 
http://www.mass.gov/epp. 
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