
HOUSE JNo. 081.

Bill accompanying the petition of George M. Poland for legislation
to provide for more speedy trials by jury of contested will and other
cases which originated in the probate courts. Probate and Chancery
February 1.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

AN ACT
To provide for more Speedy Trials of Contested Will and

Other Cases in the Probate Courts.

Be it enacted by the Bennie ind House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
nme, as follows

1 Section 1. Except in matters of partition of lands,
2 and of petitions named in section eighteen of chapter

one hundred and sixty-two of the Revised Laws, when-
4 ever a party to a petition or other matter in a probate
5 court desires a trial by jury upon a question or questions
6 of fact, he shall file his request for a jury in such court
7 within thirty days from the date of the making of the
8 decree of that court unless further time shall be granted ;

!) and the court may frame issues of fact to be tried by a
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Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
sage, but shall not affect any cause now pending upon
appeal to the supreme judicial court. All acts and
parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.4

CONTESTED WILLS [Feb. 1904.

jury and order the same to be so tried in the superior
court in the county, or, at the request of all parties, in
any other county in which said superior court shall sit.
Upon motion made by any party in interest the superior
court shall advance the issues for a speedy trial.

Section 2. If the verdict of the jury upon the issues
admitted is opposed to the decree made by the probate

court, that court may then make a new decree to con-
form to such verdict, or it may affirm its decree, and the
parties shall have similar right of appeal from the last
decree to the supreme judical court as is now provided
by law for appeals to that court, except that upon those
issues there shall be no further trial by jury.


