
HOUSE No. 1191.

The undersigned dissent from the report of the joint
committee on Ways and Means, leave to withdraw, on
the petition of Byron B. Johnson and others for leg
islation relative to the disposition of fees for licenses
and permits issued by the Commonwealth or its agents,
and present the following minority report

We believe that the licensing of the sale of intoxi
ating liquor cannot be justified as a finance measure

for the purpose of raising revenue
High license is tolerated in Massachusetts simply

because, in the opinion of many, the terrible evil of
drunkenness can be more effectively controlled and
lessened by high license and local option than by prc
hibition. If prohibition would abolish drunkennes

al sentiment of our peophwe believe that the moi

would not tolerate the sah f intoxicating liquor within
our borders. Because, it
excessive use of intoxic

the plain truth that the
ating liquor is widespread

mong our population and fills our prisons, our char
itable institutions and our insane asylums with its vie
tims. Therefore, high license is justifiable, not as a
inance measure, but only as a temperance measure
and should be so dealt witl

is claimed that the licensing of the sale of liquor
causes much more drunkenness, and therefore more

pense to the licensing municipality, to meet which
pense these fees should be applied. If this is true

then such community should sell no liepror at all and
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should so vote. It is a question simply of which method
of control results on the whole in less drunkenness and
so in less expense.

Under our present laws one-fourth of the liquor
license fees is paid into the state treasury and three-
fourths is retained by the municipality granting the
license. We believe that the retention of the three-
fourths of these fees by the town or city induces many
citizens thereof to vote on this question as a finance
measure rather than as a pure measure of public policy
in the control of the liquor traffic, which it really is and
ought to be.

We therefore present herewith a bill which provides
that the Commonwealth hereafter shall take one-half
of all liquor license fees. As the town and city budgets
for this year are already made up, we have provided
that the operation of this bill shall be deferred until
next year.

ELMER A. STEVENS
JOSEPH WALKER.
ULYSSES E. MATHEW
ALVIN L. WRIGHT.
WM. F. GARCBLON.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Duties of Treasurers of Cities and

Towns with Respect to Money received for Licenses
for the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors.

enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
Court assembled , and by the authority of thein 6

same, as folio

1 Section 1. The treasurer of a city or town shall,
2 within thirty days after the receipt of money for
3 licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors, make a
4 return of the amount thereof to the treasurer and
5 receiver-general of the Commonwealth, and at the
6 same time shall pay to him one-half of the amount
7 so received, and for neglect thereof he shall pay
8 interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum on
9 the amount of such receipts from the time they be-

-10 come due until they are paid.

1 Section 2. Section forty-five of chapter one hun
2 dred of the Revised Laws is hereby repealed.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of December in the year nineteen hundred and
3 seven.




