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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative
Massachusetts lias fortunately ever been devoted

to the ideals of humanity, charity and justice. Her ex-
penditures show how very small a part mere material-
ism plays in her legislation.

The Commonwealth spends nearly three million dol-
lars a year in public charities, a million in reformatory
and correctional institutions, a million in various forms
of State relief to veterans, almost entirely to vet-
erans of the civil war, nearly a million on education,
half a million on the judiciary and considerably less
than half a million on the maintenance of law and
order through the militia. The various boards and
commissions, established chiefly for the regulation of
corporate activity and the correction of abuses, cost
altogether, roughly another million. These are the
principal items of annual expenditure.

With the exception of the comparatively modest ap-
propriations for State highways and for expenditures
under the commission of harbors and public lands,
little or nothing is spent by the Commonwealth for the
direct promotion of commerce and transportation as
distinguished from their regulation.
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I desire therefore frankly to call your attention to
the material development of the Commonwealth. We
know of course of various forms of action that could he
taken by the National Government that would benefit
Massachusetts. Liberal appropriations have already
been given for the deepening and development of Bos-
ton harbor.

Has not the time come now, however, when Massa-
chusetts should investigate means of helping herself?
Is it not common sense to prevent depression before it
does appear! Ido not believe that in order to secure
progressive legislation it is necessary to drive invest-
ors away from Massachusetts by misrepresentation of
our actual business conditions.

The Commonwealth is prosperous. The value of
the agricultural produce of the Commonwealth in 1895
was fifty-three millions. In 1905, the last Census year,
it was sixty-four millions, a gain of 21.03 per cent.
Though small in area, Massachusetts is, measured by
value of produce, the first agricultural State in New
England.

The value of our manufactures increased in the
same ten years from $734,652,132, in 1895, to $1,124,-
092,051, in 1905, a gain of 53.01 per cent. In the lead-
ing industries, percentages of gain are shown as fol-
lows, in 1905 as compared with 1895:

Hoots and shoes, . . . , . 42.20
Carpetings, 46.63
Cotton goods, . . . . . . 42.46
Leather, 30.07
Machinery and metal goods, . . . 44.47
Paper, 55.98
Woolen goods, 68.83
Worsted goods, 147.78
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The actual gains and losses in value of product be-
tween 1895 and 1905 as compared with the preceding-
decade are as follows:

1885-1895. 1895-1905.
Boots and shoes, .... +*7,406,548 +151,544,647
Carpetings +910,774 +3,472,679
Cotton goods +32,190,463 +39,749,426
Leather —146,634 +7,725,207
Machinery and metals, . . . +12,092,772 +32,814,673
Paper, +6,731,398 +16,650,408
Woolen goods, .... —2,377,316 +20,216,133
Worsted goods, .... +9,777,848 +30,997,948

It cannot therefore in honesty be denied that man-
ufacturing in Massachusetts is not only prosperous
but infinitely more prosperous than in the immediate
past.

It is the public testimony of one of our largest shoe
manufacturers that only the high rents in Boston, in
themselves a sign of prosperity, prevent the establish-
ment of more shoe factories even in the crowded limits
of our capital city.

Savings bank deposits in Massachusetts increased
in ten years from $439,269,861 to $662,808,312, a gain
of 50.89 per cent. The average deposit in savings
banks per capita for each person of the population
was, in 1885, $141.64: in 1895, $175.69: in 1905, $220.67.
According to the latest figures Massachusetts, except
New York, that Mecca of multi-millionaires, is per
capita the richest State in the Union.

Immigrants at least appreciate, if all citizens do not,
that Massachusetts is a field for enterprise. The half
million added to our population between 1895 and 1905,
in spite of the fact that Massachusetts is with one ex-
ception the most densely populated State in the Union,
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is a larger gain in actual numbers than that shown by
any other State, excepting only those huge tracts em-
braced in the boundaries of New York, Pennsylvania,
Illinois and Texas.

Commerce in long hauls as well as by local trans-
portation of freight and passengers has increased so
fast that the subways and their terminals in Boston
as well as the great railroad stations built so short a
time ago and with an eye to future development, are
already utterly inadequate for the swift increase of
traffic. The Railroad Commission has repeatedly
pointed out this fact and has suggested other needed
improvements, some of which have been adopted.

It is true however that the export trade of Boston
is not developing as fast as it should. It is true also
that the great delay in the transportation of freight
is a serious drawback to an even swifter development
of commerce and manufactures.

Again, although our manufactures are rapidly in-
creasing, it is true that some Massachusetts capital
that normally should go to increasing plants for cotton
and carpet manufacture in Massachusetts has gone
not only to the construction of such plants in the south,
but even to other New England States.

Remedies for these weak points in the line of gen-
eral advance deserve immediate attention.

The future of Massachusetts in the export trade is
in the export of manufactured goods. Yearly manu-
factures form a larger and larger proportion of our
total exports.

In 1900, the year of the last National census, of total
United States exports valued at $1,394,483,082, but
$484,846,235, represented manufactures. In 1906 out
of total exports of $1,743,864,500, the sum of $686,-
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023,169 represented manufactures. Massachusetts
manufactures the very kind of goods that are wanted
abroad. Cannot we ourselves at least do something to
get the products of our workshops more cheaply from
the shop to sea water ? Can we not make sure that the
port of shipment is a Massachusetts port?

If, however, we are to export manufactures by Bos-
ton ships we must attract these ships by the guarantee
of bulk freight for ballast. We need something more
than better treatment on freight differentials to secure
through shipments of grain and other bulk freight.
We need something more, too, than better tariff con-
ditions. It is idle to seek for more shipments of goods
over trunk tracks incapable of promptly forwarding
and handling even the freight now offered to-day for
shipment.

The crying evil in Massachusetts is lack of sufficient
trackage on trunk lines to handle through freights and
to provide for even more
can get such shipments.

hipments when we do or
die failure to build such

tracks, the lack of intf of investors in providing
the means for such facility a basic fact in the
present unsatisfactory condition of transportation in
Massachusetts.

It may not be generally known to the people of the
Commonwealth that in the last ten years, between 1896
and 1906, an addition of only ten miles of a third track
character, of onlv seventeen miles of a fourth track
character, have been added to the steam trackage of
Massachusetts. Only two hundred and seventeen miles
even of sidings of different kinds have been added in
ten years. Although the lines are notoriously over-

whelmed with traffic in a period of enormous increase
of production, the railroads have as yet failed to fur-
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nisli the trunk lines of track needed to keep pace with
this production and Massachusetts capital has failed
to rise to what on the surface would seem to he a nat-
ural and profitable investment in providing them. An
investigation should at once be made as to the means
of securing more new through steam tracks across the
Commonwealth and not for the benefit of one city
alone but of every Massachusetts city and town.

The brilliant prosperity of cotton mills on tide water
suggests another field for investigation in the possi-
bility of developing tide water lands for manufactur-
ing purposes. We are spending money freely and
wisely in the Metropolitan District in developing cer-
tain river fronts as parks. Why not spend a little in
developing river banks and waste land on tide water
for manufacturing purposes'? May we not create op-
portunities for mills built on sea water, that fuel and
material may be hoisted direct from the coal barge
and the steamer or at least from the lighter into the
mill? The saving thus effected in transportation would
mean the difference between loss and high profit.

The encouragement by development of water powers
or otherwise of the smaller industries, the development
of the small shop requiring but a modest investment
but high industrial skill, is also worthy of examination.

In legislation affecting finance, manufactures and
transportation Massachusetts has ever been careful,
and should continue to be so, of the interests of the
investor, of the travelling public and of labor. I do
not believe that the proper safeguarding of those in-
terests is inconsistent with an expert study of existing
conditions of transportation and industry in Massa-
chusetts, with the avowed object of securing a larger
investment of capital in Massachusetts and of remov-
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ing such obstacles as can safely be removed from the
path of an even more rapid industrial development.
Nothing can help ns more than a candid, dispassionate
investigation and declaration of facts in regard to the
present condition and future possibilities of invest-
ment here at home.

Let us have Massachusetts capital for Massachu-
setts. Let us see. moreover, if there are not means
by which there may be an immigration rather than an
emigration of capital that shall co-operate with the ex-
isting immigration of labor for the further extension
of the industrial leadership of this Commonwealth.

I recommend the authorization of an unpaid Com-
mission on Commerce and Industry, representing law,
transportation, manufactures, capital and labor. This
Commission should be clothed with all powers neces-
sary to secure needed information. It should be com-
posed of disinterested citizens of recognized ability.
It should not be restricted in scope, but should be au-
thorized to extend its study to any line of investigation
bearing upon the future of the industries of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. After careful study of
what opportunities exist now, to-day, for the exploita-
tion and development of our industries, of what needs
to be done, whether by legislation, by executive action
or by other means, their report should be the plain
simple truth told without fear or favor.

CURTIS GUILD, Jr




