
HOUSE No. 1316.

House of Representatives, April 12, 1907.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom were referred
a portion of the annual report of the number of assessed polls,
registered voters, etc., including returns of the 1906 elec-
tions (Pub. Doc. No. 43) ; on the petition (with accom-
panying bill, House, No. 257) of Roland M. Keith for
legislation to provide for the giving of certain notices by
registration officers; on the petition (with accompanying-
bill, House, No. 388) of Allston P. Joyce, city clerk, for
legislation relative to the names of candidates for aldermen
at large on the municipal ballot in the city of Medford ; on
the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 389) of
Richard L. Gay for legislation to provide for changes in the
election laws relative to the nomination of candidates for
elective offices in cases of a tie vote; on the petition (with
accompanying bill, House, No. 549) of Charles Neal Barney,
mayor, for legislation to authorize the city of Lynn to hold
caucuses by precincts; on the petition (with accompanying
bill, House, No. 553) of John H. Carter for legislation to
amend the law relative to the sessions of registrars of voters
in towns; on the petition (with accompanying bill, House,
No. 757) of James S. Keane for legislation relative to state-
ments on nomination papers ; on the petition (with accom-
panying bill, House, No. 901) of William E. Dorman and
another for legislation to authorize the Supreme Judicial

Commomucaltl) o£ iilassadjusetle.
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Court to enforce, by writ of mandamus, the provisions of
the election and caucus laws; on the petition (with accom-
panying bill, House, No. 903) of John S. Baker and others
for legislation to provide for the establishment in the city of
Beverly of a municipal party for the purpose of holding
caucuses; and on the petition (recommitted, with accom-
panying bill, House, No. 392) of Joseph A. Parks for legis-
lation to provide for placing on the voting list names
omitted by error of assessors or otherwise, report the
accompanying bill.

For the committee

EGBERT LUCE.
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AN ACT
To amend the Laws relating to Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of liepresentat
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter eleven of the
2 vised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the

3 paragraph thereof the
1 apply only to a meetin

following: Conventions
of delegates duly chosen in
ir more subdivisions of thecuses representing twe

6 trict for which the convention is hel

1 Section 2. The third paragraph of section fifteei
2 said chapter is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 word “ books ”, in line four, the following: When in
1 formed of the omission of the name of a person

averred to have lived on the first day of May in th
6 rent year at the same place where he lived and was a
7 sessed on the first day of May in the preceding year, they

■hall make due investigation, and, upon
upply the omission on their books, so that said par

10 graph will read as foil

Commomwaltl) of illassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.
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12 assessed person for the correction of any error in their
13 original lists, and whenever informed of any such error,
14 make due investigation, and, upon proof thereof, correct

15 the same on their hooks. When informed of the omission
jf the name of a person who is averred to have lived on

the first day of May in the current year at the same place
18 where he lived and ivas assessed on the first■ day of May

in the preceding year, they shall make due investigation,
0 and, upon proof thereof, supply the omission on their

hooks. They shall cause all applications, certificates and
affidavits received by them under this section to be pre-
served for two years.

1 Section 3. The third paragraph of section nineteen
2 of said chapter is hereby amended by inserting after the

word “ election ”, in the fifth line of said paragraph, the
4 words: and forthwith notify the hoard of registrar

voters of the city or town, if in this Commonwealth, where
6 such person resided on the first day of May, that they hav
7 given such certificate, —so that said paragraph will
8 read

) If the assessors are satisfied that such statements ar

10 true, they shall, in the first case, assess such applicant for
his polls and estate and give him a certificate of asi

12 ment, and in the second, give him a certificate that he has
13 been a resident in such city or town the six months pre-

14 ceding such election, and forthwith notify the hoardssr

registrars of voters of the city or t in this Com

monwealth, where such person resided on t
May, that they have given such certificate.

t da

Section 4. Section thirty-six of said chapter is hereby
amended by striking out in line twenty-four the word

11 The assessors shall, upon the personal application of an
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3 “ two ”, and inserting the word: one, in place thereof,
4 —so that the sentence affected will read:
5 In towns not divided into voting precincts, they shall,
6 not more than twenty days before the annual state elec-
-7 tion, and also not more than twenty days before the an-
-8 nual town meeting, hut in each case on or before the last
9 day fixed for registration, hold sessions in one or more

10 suitable places.

1 Section 5. The third paragraph of section ninety-
-2 three of said chapter is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “ day ”, in the fifth line of said paragraph, the
4 words: —or upon failure so to do, the chairman and
5 secretary of the caucus shall call it together again,
6 that said paragraph will read; —•

7 If a majority of a delegation of a ward or town com-
-8 mittee, or of caucus officers is not elected, or there is a tie
9 vote for candidates for an elective office, the caucus shall

10 at once proceed to another ballot unless some one present
11 entitled to vote objects; in which case the caucus shall
12 adjourn to any subsequent day, or upon failure so to do,
13 the chairman and secretary of the caucus shall call it to-
-14 gether again. The hour and place shall, if practicable,
15 be the same as that named in the call.

1 Section 6. The first paragraph of section one hun-
dred and nine of said chapter is hereby amended by in
setting after the word “ occupation ”, in the fourth line,

4 the word: or, and by striking out all after the word
5 “ held ”, in the fourth line of said paragraph, —so that

6 said paragraph will read as follows:

7 Section 109. The nomination paper for ai

office shall give the name of the candidate, the street and
9 number, if any, of his residence, and may, in not more



[AprELECTION LAWS.6

10 than eight words, state his occupation or the public offices
11 he has held.

1 Section 7. Section one hundred and forty-three of
2 said chapter, as amended by section four of chapter four
3 hundred and forty-four of the acts of the year nineteen
4 hundred and six, is hereby amended by inserting after
5 the word “ voters ”, in the twelfth line, the following:
6 provided that no more signatures shall be required for
7 any district nomination than are required for a nomina-
8 tion at large, —so that the section will read as fol-
9 lows

Section US. Nominations of candidates for any offices
to be filled by all the voters of the Commonwealth may
be made by nomination papers, stating the facts required
by section one hundred and forty-six and signed in the

10

11
12
13

14 aggregate by not less than one thousand voters for each
15 candidate. Nominations of all other candidates for offices
16 to be filled at a state election, and of all candidates for
17 offices to be filled at a city election, may be made by like
18 nomination papers, signed in the aggregate, for each can-
19 didate, by one voter for every one hundred votes cast for
20 governor at the preceding annual state election in the elec-
-21 toral district or division for which the officers are to be

lint in nr» noco locg fnan titEtt- rmalirion Tinfova •22 elected, but in no case by less than fifty qualified voters;

23 provided that no more signatures shall be required for any
24 district nomination than are required for a nomination at
25 large. Nomination of candidates for offices to be filled at
26 a town election may be made by nomination papers, signed
27 by at least one voter for every fifty votes polled for gov-
28 ernor at the preceding annual state election in such town,
29 but in no case by less than twenty voters. At a first elec-
30 tion to be held in a newly established ward of a city, the
31 number of voters upon a nomination paper of a candi-
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32 date who is to be voted for only in such ward need not
33 evceed fifty; and at a first election in a town the number
34 for the nomination of a candidate who is to be voted for
35 only in such town need not exceed twenty.

1 Section 8. The second paragraph of section one hun-
-2 dred and forty-six of said chapter is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “ and to which shall be added the
4 w’ords ‘ nomination paper or, as abbreviated, ‘ nom.
5 paper ’ ”, also by inserting after the word “ words ”,

6 in the twenty-first line, the word: and , —so that said
7 paragraph will read as follows:
8 If a candidate is nominated otherwise than by a politi-
-9 cal party, the name of a political party shall not be used

10 in his political designation except as describing and pre-
-11 ceding some other name or term which shall not be the
12 name of any party which cast at the last preceding elec-
-13 tion more than three thousand votes for governor; and if
14 so used in case of a candidate nominated by a nomination
15 paper, the political designation shall consist of not more
16 than two words and shall not be changed after having been
17 placed upon the paper. Certificates of nomination and
18 nomination papers for town offices may or may not in-
-19 elude a designation of the party or principle which the
20 candidate represents.

1 Section 9. The first paragraph of section one hun-
2 dred and ninety-seven of said chapter is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “ terms ”, in line six, the fol-
4 lowing: and the names of candidates nominated by
5 wards but to be voted for at large shall be arranged in
6 groups by wards. In the case of the office of representa
7 live in congress, the designation may he “ congressman
8 —so that said paragraph will read as follows:
9 The names of candidates for every state, city and town
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10 office, except the names of candidates for presidential elee-
-11 tors, shall be arranged under the designation of the office
12 in alphabetical order according to the surnames; but the
13 names of candidates for the same office but for different
14 terms of service therein shall be arranged in groups ac-
-15 cording to the length of their respective terms, and the
16 names of candidates nominated by wards hut to he voted
11 for at large shall be arranged in groups by wards. In
18 the case of the office of representative in congress, the
19 designation may be “ congressman.’

Section 10. Section two hundred and four of said
chapter is hereby amended by striking out the words “ one
or more ”, in line seven, and inserting in place thereof
the words: not less than three, —so that the section
will read as follows;

1
9,

4
o

Section 20x[. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall,
at least five days before state elections, transmit to the
registrars printed lists of the names, residences and desig-
nations of candidates to be voted for at each polling place,
substantially in the form of the official ballot, and also
printed copies of any proposed amendment to the constitu-
tion. The registrars shall, upon the receipt thereof, con-
spicuously post in not less than three public places in each
voting precinct or town the lists and copies aforesaid for
such precinct or town.

6

i

s

9

10

11
12
13

14

15

Section 11. Section two hundred and nine of said
chapter is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
the following: No ballots or specimen ballots shall be
delivered by city or town clerks except as provided in this
section.

9

o

3

Section 12. Section two hundred and fourteen of said
liapter is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof

1
)
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3 the following: - All specimen ballots not posted shall be
1 kept in the custody of the presiding officer until after the
5 closing of the polls.

1 Section 13. Section two hundred and twenty-six of
laid chapter is hereby repealed.

Section 14. Section four hundred and twenty-one of
said chapter, as amended by chapter three hundred and

1

eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and three, is
hereby further amended by inserting after the word1

■quity ”, in the second line thereof, the words: —or by
indamus, so as to read as followsG

Section J+2l. The supreme judicial court and the su-
perior court shall have jurisdiction at law or in equity
or by mandamus to enforce the provisions of this chapter.

Police officers and constables shall arrest without a war-

rant any person detected in the act of violating the caucus

or election laws. A prosecution for the violation of any

0

10

11
12

of the provisions of this chapter shall not, unless the pur-
poses of justice require such disposition, be placed on file

13

14

or disposed of except by trial and judgment according to
the regular course of criminal proceedings. It shall be

disposed of otherwise only upon motion in writing stating

15

1

specifically the reasons therefor and verified by affidavit
if facts are relied on. If the court or magistrate certifiesIf

n writing that he is satisfied that the cause relied on

if public justice require the

motion shall be allowed am
r magistrate shall be filed ii

ists and that the inter!
llowance of the motion

the certificate of the coi rt

tl

1 Section 15. Section
‘our of the n
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is hereby amended by striking out tbe last paragraph
4 thereof and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 No voter who denies the accuracy of his enrolment may
6 deposit his ballot until ho takes the following oath which
7 shall be administered to him by the presiding officer of the

primary

9 You do solemnly swear, or affirm, that you are a regis-
-10 tered voter in this ward (or town), and have the legal
11 right to vote in this primary and that you are a member
12 of the P arty holding the same and are incor-
-13 rectly enrolled as a member of the political
14 party.
15 Such voter may be challenged like any other voter.
16 Any person whose right to vote is challenged for any
17 cause recognized by law shall not be permitted to vote
18 until he has taken the foregoing oath; and the clerk or
19 secretary of the primary shall make a record of the ad-
-20 ministration of said oath to every person who takes the
21 same, which record shall state whether or not said person
22 voted. Said record shall be returned with the proceedings
23 of said primary and shall be prima facie evidence in any
24 court that such person took said oath and voted in said
25 primary.

1 Section 16. Section one of chapter four hundred and
2 forty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and six is
3 hereby amended by striking out the words “ one hundred
4 and sixty-six ”, in the seventh line thereof, and inserting
5 in their place the words: one hundred and sixty-one,
6 so that said section will read as follow

Section 1. A caucus held in a city or town by a politi-
cal party which has adopted the provisions of section
ninety-nine of chapter eleven of the Eevised Laws and

10 of the following thirty-two sections of said chapter, or
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11 the corresponding provisions of earlier laws, and in cities
12 or towns where elections are held in voting precincts
13 under and by virtue of sections one hundred and sixty-

-11 one to one hundred and seventy, inclusive, and of section
15 three hundred and fifty-three of said chapter, shall he
16 held in each of the voting precincts therein: provided
17 that the city or town committee of either of the two chief
18 political parties shall, two weeks at least before the time
19 for holding the caucus, file a written request to the fore-

-20 going effect with the aldermen of the city or the select-
-21 men of the town. In case such request is filed, the alder-
22 men or selectmen shall furnish a polling place in every
23 such precinct for the use of the political party filing such
24 request, in accordance with the provisions of section one
25 hundred and five of said chapter.

1 Section 17. Any association of legal voters which,
2 first, at the preceding city election, polled for mayor at
3 least three per cent, of the whole vote cast in the city for
4 that office, or, second, which files with the city clerk,
5 least sixty days before the annual municipal election

6 petition to be allowed to place caucus nominations on tl
official ballot, which petiti n is signed by a number of

8 registered voters of the cit r , equal to at least three per
i in the city for mayor at’ the9 cent, of the whole vote polle

10 preceding election, shall be deemed a municipal party
11 far as the municipal elections in that city are concer:
12 and a political party within the meaning of chaj
13 of the Revised Laws and amendments thereof
14 same party had at the preceding annual stat ion

15 polled for governor at least three per cent, of the wl
16 vote cast in the Commonwealth for that office. Yotir
17 taking part in the caucuses of any such municipal part
18 by any voter shall not affect his legal right to vote or
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take part in the caucuses of any other political party,
whether national, state or municipal, for any other elec-
tion; and having voted or taken part in the caucuses of
another political party for any previous election, whether
city, state or national, shall not affect his right to vote or
take part in the caucuses of any such municipal party.

Section 18. Whoever wilfully obstructs or interferes
with the transmission of ballots or returns to or from a
polling place shall be punished by imprisonment for not
more than one year.

Section 19. Whoever interferes, or aids or abets any
an election commissioner, city
ifficer, in the performance of
by imprisonment for not more

person in interfering with
or town clerk, or election
his duties shall be punished

than one yejr.

all take effect upon its passage.Section 20. This act sh


