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House of Repeesentatives, May 27, 1907.

The committee on Railroads, to whom was referred the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 878) of
Francke W. Dickinson, mayor, for legislation to authorize
and require relocations of tracks of railroad companies enter-
ing the city of Springfield and the construction of a bridge
or bridges over the Connecticut river, report the accom-
panying bill.

For the committee

JAMES H. BRYAN.

Commomucaiti) of illassadjusctto.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Improvement of the River Front of

the City of Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Upon petition by the mayor and
2 aldermen of the city of Springfield to the superior
3 court for Hampden county, a commission which
4 shall consist of the members of the board of railroad
5 commissioners may be appointed by said court.
6 Said commission shall receive compensation other
7 than their official salary. The fees and expenses of
8 the commission, in so far as they relate to the aboli-
-9 tion of grade crossings, shall be paid and appor-

-10 tioned under the provisions of sections thirty-two
11 and thirty-four of part one of chapter four hundred
12 and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and
13 six. In so far as they relate to matters other than
14 the abolition of grade crossings, after having been
35 approved by a justice of the superior court, they
16 shall be paid and apportioned as said commis-
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17 sioners may determine by and among the city of
18 Springfield, the New York, New Haven and Hart-
-19 ford Railroad Company, The New York Central and
20 Hudson River Railroad Company and the Boston
21 and Albany Railroad Company. Said commission
22 shall return its decision of all the matters referred
23 to it under the provisions of this act to the superior
21 court for the county of Hampden, the decree of
25 which court confirming such decision shall be final
26 and binding. But no further action shall be taken
27 under this act after said decision is returned to
28 court, unless within two years thereafter said board
29 of park commissioners have made on behalf of the
30 city a binding contract for the purchase or have ac-

-31 quired, as provided in section eight of this act, a

32 substantial portion of the location of the New York,
33 New Haven and Hartford railroad company which
34 lies within the limits stated in section eight.

1 Sectiox 2. Said commission shall, after due
2 notice to the New York Central and Hudson River
3 Railroad Company, to the Boston and Albany Rail-

-4 road Company, to the New York, New Haven and
5 Hartford Railroad Company, to The New Eng-
-6 land Railroad Company, to the Boston and Maine

7 Railroad, to the Connecticut River Railroad Com-
-8 pany and to the city of Springfield, and a hear-
-9 ing, prescribe as a part of the work to be done under

10 the provisions of this act such alterations in the

11 union passenger station in said Springfield and in
12 its approaches and its grounds as in their judg-
-13 ment the safety and convenience of the public and

14 the interests of the railroad companies using said
15 station may require. The Boston and Albany Rail-
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16 road Company shall make such alterations in the
17 manner thus prescribed by the commission within
18 four years after the decision of the commission is
19 confirmed by final decree. The New York, New
20 Haven and Hartford Railroad Company shall be
21 permitted to use said station and grounds upon such
22 terms, conditions and regulations as the parties
23 interested may agree. If they do not agree the
24 board of railroad commissioners upon application
25 of any interested party may from time to time
26 prescribe and determine the same.

1 Section 3. After notice and hearing the eommis-
-2 sioners shall prescribe the location and construction
3 by the New England railroad or its successor, or by
4 such other railroad corporation as they may pre-
-5 scribe, of a railroad connection from the state line
6 of Connecticut on the west side of the Connecticut
7 river to the west approach of the new railroad
8 bridge provided for in this act over the river, and
9 thence over said bridge to a connection with the

10 Boston and Albany railroad at or near the present
11 connection; they shall also prescribe a railroad con-
-12 nection from a point south of the Agawam river
13 from the Central New England railroad to the line
14 to be constructed on the west side of the Connecticut
15 river. The commissioners shall also prescribe the
16 taking by the New York, New Haven and Hartford
17 Railroad Company in fee or otherwise of sufficient
18 land, easements or other rights, whether theretofore
19 appropriated to another public use or not, to give
20 to said railroad company suitable railroad connec-
-21 tions in or near Springfield between its Highland
22 division, so-called, and its Hartford division and
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23 with the Boston and Maine railroad; it being in-
-24 tended hereby that all divisions, including the Cen-
-25 tral New England railroad, of the New York, New
26 Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, shall be
27 connected np in or near the city of Springfield, and a
28 connection with the Boston and Maine railroad be
29 preserved to them; the commissioners shall pre-
-30 scribe the manner in which such connections shall be
31 located and constructed by the corporation which
32 the commissioners prescribe, and such corporation
33 may locate and construct the same as thus pre-
-34 scribed and shall be liable for all damages ocea-
-35 sioned thereby, the same to be secured and recov-
-36 ered in the manner provided by the general law
37 for the securing and recovering of damages caused
38 by the location of railroads.
39 The commissioners shall also, as part of the im-
-40 provements prescribed in this bill, prescribe the
41 taking of such land, whether theretofore appropri-
-42 ated to another public use or not, for freight and
43 other terminal facilities as they may deem public
44 necessity and convenience require to be taken by any
45 of the railroads named in this act, damages therefor
46 to be secured and recovered as provided in the gen-
-47 eral law for the securing and recovering of damages
48 caused by the location of railroads.

Said New York, New Haven and
2 Hartford Railroad Company is hereby authorized
3 to build a railroad bridge across the Connecticut
4 river from Springfield to West Springfield, and
5 said commission shall prescribe the manner and
6 limits within which said bridge and its approaches
7 shall be constructed, and shall prescribe the taking

1 Sectio
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8 by said railroad company in fee or otherwise of
9 land sufficient for said bridge and its approaches

10 whether theretofore appropriated to another pub-
-11 lie use or not. The decree of the court confirming
12 the report of the commission shall constitute such
13 taking. Said railroad company shall pay all dam-
-14 ages caused by such taking, the same to be secured
15 and recovered in the manner provided by the gen-
-16 eral law for securing and recovering damages
17 caused by the location of railroads.

1 Section 5. Said commission may prescribe the
2 taking by the Boston and Albany Railroad Company
3 of any land or rights in land whether theretofore
4 appropriated to a public use or not which they
5 may deem public convenience and necessity to re-
-6 quire to be taken in carrying out the improvements
7 prescribed by this act and by the commission. Said
8 Boston and Albany Railroad Company shall pay all
9 damages to the parties entitled thereto which the

10 said parties may sustain by the taking of lands,
11 rights or other property in its behalf under the
12 provisions of this act. If the parties interested
13 cannot agree upon said damages any party may
14 have the damages determined by a jury in the su-
-15 perior court for the county of Hampden on petition
16 brought within one year after the final decree of
17 the court affirming the decision of the commission
18 in the same manner as damages may be determined
19 which are caused by
20 locating of railroads.

the taking of land for the

1 Section 6. Said commission may order the
2 abolition of and prescribe the manner in which all
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3 the grade crossings of The New England Rail-
-4 road Company, now operated by the New York,
5 New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company,
6 lessee, between the boundary line dividing the town
7 of East Longmeadow and the city of Springfield
8 and the bridge crossing the tracks of the said rail-
-9 road company at Saint James avenue in said

10 Springfield shall be abolished by alterations so made
11 in such crossings, in the approaches thereto, in the

12 location of the railroad or public ways or in the
13 grades thereof as to avoid crossings at grade. The

14 provisions of sections twenty-nine to forty-five, in-
-15 elusive, of part one of chapter four hundred and
16 sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred and sis

17 and the provisions of section one hundred and fifty-
-18 eight of chapter one hundred and eleven of the Re-
-19 vised Laws, so far as they are applicable thereto,
20 shall apply to all proceedings under this section, ex-

-21 cept as otherwise in this act provided. No consent
22 shall be required of the members of said commission
23 in their capacity as the board of railroad commis-

-24 sioners to their decisions as such commission, under

25 the provisions of section thirty-six of part one of

26 chapter four hundred and sixty-three of the acts of

nineteen hundred and six.

1 Section 7. Said commission shall prescribe the

2 manner and the limits within which Dwight stieet

3 in said Springfield may be extended northerly to

4 Liberty street through land now of the Boston and
5 Albany Railroad Company. Said commission shall

6 prescribe the manner and limits within which Water

7 street in said Springfield may be extended northerly

8 under the railroad tracks and through land now
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9 of the Boston and Albany Railroad Company. Said
10 streets may be extended within the limits so pre-
-11 scribed and the necessary land, easements or other
12 property may be taken therefor. The provisions
13 of law relative to the laying ont of public ways in
14 said Springfield, except as herein otherwise pro-
-15 vided, shall apply thereto, and if the parties inter-
-16 ested cannot agree upon the damages sustained
17 therein, any party may have the damages deter-
-18 mined by a jury in the superior court for the county
19 of Hampden on petition brought within one year
20 after the time the property is entered upon and the
21 work actually begun thereon, in the same manner as
22 damages may be determined which are caused by the
23 taking of land for the laying out of public ways in
24 said Springfield.

1 Section 8. The board of park commissioners
2 of the city of Springfield may acquire, by
3 purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, for the
4 purposes of a public park in fee or otherwise,
5 the whole or any portion or portions not
6 now belonging to the city of Springfield of the
7 tracts of land in the city of Springfield which are
8 described as follows: A tract of land bounded
9 northerly by land of the Boston and Albany

10 Railroad Company, easterly by Water street, south-
-11 erly by Elm street and westerly by the Connecticut
12 river, a certain other tract of laud bounded north-
-13 erly by Mechanic street, easterly by the east line
14 of the location of the New York, New Haven and
15 Hartford Railroad Company, southerly by the
16 boundary line between the city of Springfield and
17 the town of Longmeadow and westerly by the Con-
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18 necticut river; also all land within the location of
19 the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad
20 Company lying between Water street and the Con-
-21 nectient river and all land owned by the New York,
22 New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company ad-
-23 joining any of the said tracts. Said board may lay
24 out streets within the limits of the land so acquired,
25 and may discontinue and occupy for the purposes
26 of a public park all streets and rights of way em-
-27 braced therein. Said land may be contracted for,
28 purchased or taken and expense therefor incurred
29 after an appropriation sufficient for the estimated
30 expense thereof shall have been made by a majority
31 of the members of each branch of the city council
32 of the city of Springfield present and voting thereon.
33 The provisions of sections seven, eight and nine
34 of chapter twenty-eight of the Revised Laws, except
35 as otherwise provided or permitted in this act,
36 shall apply to proceedings under this section. But
37 damages sustained by such taking shall not be pay-
-38 able until the land so taken has been entered upon
39 and possession taken.

7 York, New Haven and
my shall abandon its pres-
the purposes of section

if the land taken under the

1 Section 9. The Ne
2 Hartford Railroad Com]
3 ent location, except foi

4 eleven, within the limits
5 provisions of this act I the said board of park
6 commissioners, and remove its tracks therefrom
7 upon the completion for its use of the improvements
8 herein prescribed to the satisfaction of the board of
9 railroad commissioners.

1 Section 10. The city council of the city of Spring-
-2 field, to meet the expenses to be incurred by the city
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3 of Springfield under the provisions of this act, may
4 incur indebtedness and may issue from time to time
5 notes, bonds or scrip therefor to the amount of the
6 appropriations made therefor, payable within fifty
7 years from the dates of issue and bearing such in-
-8 terest as may be determined by said city council,
9 which shall establish a sinking fund sufficient with

10 the accumulating interest to provide for the pay-
-11 ment of said notes, bonds or scrip at maturity, and
12 such indebtedness shall not be reckoned in deter-
-13 mining the statutory limit of indebtedness of the
14 citv.

1 Section 11. Said New York, New Haven and
2 Hartford Railroad Company may and shall, during
3 the period of fifteen years from and after the pas-
4 sage of this act, maintain, in the territory described
5 in section eight one track, with proper connections
6 with its main tracks and with proper switches and
7 turnouts, for the purpose of transporting to and
8 from the plants of the Springfield Gas Light Com-
-9 pany and the United Electric Light Company all

10 such coal and other freight as may be consigned to
11 or shipped from said plants in the conduct of the
12 business of said companies. The connection be-
-13 tween said track and the main line of said railroad
14 company may, at the option of said company, be
15 made either by means of its present tracks or tracks
16 in substitution therefor or by means of an electric
17 railway. Said track, switches, turn-outs and con-
-18 necting tracks shall be so located and maintained as
19 to afford convenient means of transportation for
20 said freight, and said railroad company shall con-
-21 tinue, for said period of fifteen years or for such
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22 shorter period as said plants or either of them shall
23 remain in their present locations, to transport over
24 said track freight consigned to or shipped from each
25 of said plants.

1 Section 12. Said United Electric Light Company
may at any time during said period of fifteen years
or thereafter locate, construct and equip an electric

4 light plant in any city or town in which it is now,
5 or hereafter may be, authorized to do business, and
6 may, subject to existing provisions of law, lay con-
7 duits through, and construct poles and wires along
8 and upon, any highways necessary to connect such
9 plant with the lighting system of said company in

10 the city of Springfield; and it may lay cables and
11 wires for the transmission of electricity under and
12 over the waters of the Connecticut river, or upon any
13 highway bridge now or hereafter constructed across
14 said river, and all work done in connection therewith
15 shall be to the satisfaction of the county commis-
-16 sioners of the county of Hampden. And for the
17 purpose of carrying out the authority in this section
18 granted, said company may, subject to existing pro-
-19 visions of law, enter upon and dig up the soil of
20 any streets and ways, and remove or displace tem-
-21 porarily the surface of any such bridge or bridges.
22 In case said company shall establish a plant out-
-23 side the limits of the city of Springfield, as herein-
-24 before authorized, and said city shall thereafter
25 vote to engage in the manufacture or distribution
26 of electricity for light, heat or power, said company
27 shall have all the rights and privileges and be sub-
-28 ject to all the duties and obligations which it would

had and been subject to under the provisions
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10 of Revised Laws, chapter thirty-four, aud acts in
11 amendment thereof and in addition thereto, if its
32 main works or station had continued to be located
33 within the limits of said city; and said works or sta-
-34 tion outside the limits of said city, and the conduits,
35 poles and wires connecting the same with the light-
-36 ing system of said company in said city, shall be
37 included in any property which said city shall be
38 obligated by law to purchase from said company.

1 Section 13. The Springfield Gas Light Company
2 shall have the right to continue to maintain its pres-
-3 ent works at the corner of State and Water streets
4 in said city for the purposes of its business for the
5 period of fifteen years from and after the passage
6 of this act. Said company may at any time during
7 said period of fifteen years, or thereafter, locate,
8 construct and equip a main gas works, for the man-
-9 ufacture of gas and the carrying on of any other

10 business in which it may be authorized to engage,
11 in any town in which it is now, or hereafter may
12 be, authorized to do business, and may, subject to
13 existing provisions of law, construct, lay and main-
-14 tain such mains, pipes, conduits and connections as
15 may be necessary or convenient for the delivery of
16 the gas manufactured by it at such main gas works
17 to and within the limits of the city of Springfield and
18 the towns in which it is or may be authorized to do
19 business. Such mains, pipes, conduits and connec-
-20 tions may be laid in any street or public way in any
21 city or town in which said company is authorized
22 to do business, and in, under or over the waters of
23 the Connecticut river, or upon any highway bridge
24 now or hereafter constructed across said river; and
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25 all work done in connection therewith shall be to the
26 satisfaction of the county commissioners of the
27 county of Hampden. And, for the purpose of carry-
-28 ing out the authority in this section granted, said

29 company may, subject to existing provisions of law,
30 enter upon and dig up the soil of any streets and

1 ways, and remove or displace temporarily the sur
2 face of any such bridge or bridges. In case said

3 company shall establish a main gas works outside
4 of the limits of the city of Springfield, as herein-

35 before authorized, and said city shall thereafter
36 vote to engage in the manufacture or distribution
37 of gas, said company shall have all the rights and
38 privileges, and be subject to all the duties and obli-

) gations which it would have had and been subject
40 to under the provisions of Revised Laws, chapter
41 thirty-four, and acts in amendment thereof, and in
42 addition thereto, if its main gas works had contin-
-43 ued to be located within the limits of said city; and
44 said works outside the limits of said city, and the
45 mains, pipes and conduits connecting the same with
46 the lighting system of said company in said city,
47 shall be included in any property which said city
48 shall be obligated by law to purchase from said
49 company.

1 Section 14. The supreme judicial court or any
2 justice thereof shall have jurisdiction in equity to
3 enforce the provisions of this act.

1 Section 15. Any person or corporation who shall
2 suffer damage to their property by anything re-

3 quired to be done under this act, for the securing
4 and recovering of which provision is not herein-
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5 before specifically made, may recover the same in
6 the manner provided by the general law for the se-
-7 curing and recovering of damages caused by the
8 location of railroads.

1 Section 16. In considering the manner of the
2 acquisition of land for park purposes under the
3 provisions of section eight the board of park com-
-4 missioners of the city of Springfield shall take into
5 account the interests of river navigation.

2 passage.
1 Section 17. This act shall take effect upon its


