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The committee on Rules, to whom was referred the follow-
ing order: Ordered, That the Speaker appoint a spe-
cial committee of not less than three members of the
House to investigate the present industrial conditions in
the city of Lawrence. The said committee shall ex-
amine into alleged grievances of the textile workers, whether
organized or unorganized, ascertaining their home en-
vironments and also the wages, surroundings and general
conditions under which they work. They shall ascer-
tain the contention and attitude of the employers, includ-
ing the mill owners, overseers and other supervisors, and
shall also examine into the earnings of the persons, firms
or corporations employing the workers in cotton and
woolen mills and allied industries. The investigation
shall include the ascertainment of the inducements offered,whether in this country or abroad, with a view of securing
such workers, whether such inducements were offered bv nr af
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otherwise secured. They shall also investigate the conduct
of the state and local authorities, including the regular and
special state and municipal police and militia, with reference
to strike breaking. The committee shall endeavor to ascer-
tain whether detectives have incited or sought to incite per-
sons to do acts of violence or otherwise break the laws so as to
create a condition offering an excuse for the use of the militia.
The hearings of the committee shall he public, and the com-
mittee is authorized to require the attendance of witn
and the production of all books and documents and to admin-
ister oaths, and may employ such clerical assistance and may
incur such expenses as may be necessary. Said committee
shall report to the General Court on or before April 1, 1912

report that they have had the matter under constant ad
visement; that there were various negotiations in proc

looking towards a settlement of the matters in dispute; that
in their opinion, any legislative interference seemed likely
to interfere with these negotiations: that a sub-committee
went informally to Lawrence to see in what respect present
legislative action would be advisable; that the information
they received has led to the conclusion that any settlement
of the strike by the Commonwealth must come from the exe
utive or administrative and not from the legislative branch
of the government; that as long as violence exists and the
strike is not settled a legislative inquiry would be futile;
that a legislative inquiry in order to he of any value must be
thorough; that a thorough investigation into the conditions
which prevail in the textile industries of this state will he a
long process which the General Court is not justified in un-
dertaking while it is in session; and that therefore the com
mittee recommend that no investigation he conducted at the
present time and that the order be not adopted
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