
HOUSE No. 1713

Cbe Commontoealtb of Q^assacfnisetts.

SPECIAL REPORT RELATIVE TO MAKING PAR
KER LULL IN  THE CITY OF BOSTON A PART 
OF THE METROPOLITAN PARK SYSTEM, 
CHAPTER 48 OF THE RESOLVES OF 1911.

The Metropolitan Park Commission presents herewith a 
special report, with surveys and estimates of cost, as to the 
advisability of acquiring, as a part of the metropolitan park 
system, that part of Parker Hill in the city of Boston be
tween Fisher Avenue, Parker Street, Parker Hill Avenue, 
Calumet Street and Iroquois Street to a point at or near Wait 
Street, and thence to said Fisher Avenue, as required by 
chapter 48 of the Resolves of the Legislature of 1911.

The resolve which requires this report is as follows: —
A cts o f  1911, C h a pt er  48.

Resolve to provide foe an I nvestigation and R eport by the 
Metropolitan P ark Commission relative to making P arker 
H ill in  the  City of Boston a P art of the Metropolitan 
P ark System.

Resolved, That the metropolitan park commission is hereby di
rected to make surveys and estimates as to the cost, and to consider 
the advisability of acquiring as a part of the metropolitan park 
system, that part of Parker Hill in the city of Boston between 
Fisher avenue, Parker street, Parker Hill avenue, Calumet street 
and Iroquois street to a point at or near Wait street, and thence 
to said Fisher avenue. The commission shall report to the next 
general court not later than the second Saturday in January.

(The foregoing was laid before the Governor on the fourth day of 
April, 1911, and after five days it had “ the force of a law”, as 
prescribed by the Constitution, as it icas not returned by him with 
his objections thereto within that time.)
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Parker Hill lies wholly within the city of Boston. I t  rises 

abruptly about 150 feet above the surrounding level land of 
the city between the Fens and Huntington Avenue and Rox- 
bury Crossing, and attains a height of approximately 200 feet 
above sea level. I t  is of rounded form, well covered with soil, 
and still has upon it remnants of trees of considerable size, 
which indicate that it would readily lend itself to planting 
and support of the tree and shrub growth of a developed park. 
From its top there is a far distant view of the harbor and of 
all parts of the metropolitan district, and of many hills and 
mountain tops beyond. I t  is not one of the highest hills of 
the metropolitan district, hut is of great interest from the fact 
that, while lying in the midst of a thickly settled part of the 
city, its top is largely unoccupied.

The map which accompanies this report is a compiled plan 
of the portion of the hill required to be considered and esti
mated upon by the resolve. It shows that the westerly por
tion, between Parker Hill and Fisher avenues, is occupied by 
Mellen Street for a short distance, and by a few private 
houses and the buildings of the New England Baptist Hos
pital, and by the foundations of the buildings of the Robert 
B. Brigham Hospital, now in course of erection, and that 
most of the remaining land at this end of the hill appears to 
belong to the two hospitals. Adjoining and east of the land 
of the Brigham Hospital a large area is occupied by Parker 
Hill Reservoir of the city of Boston, which is used as a re
serve reservoir. At the extreme easterly end a portion of the 
hill is occupied by Parker Hill schoolhouse. The few other 
buildings upon the land within the limits prescribed for this 
report are dwellings, of which the majority are three-flat 
houses of recent construction.

The resolve under which this report is made carries no ap
propriation, and, therefore, does not appear to contemplate 
the employment of special experts to prepare estimates of the 
values of the real estate within the limits prescribed for the 
report. The estimate of the cost of land which is included in 
this report is. therefore, based upon the assessed values as 
they appear upon the assessors’ hooks of Boston, with an esti
mated value added for buildings which are not yet assessed.



1912.] HOUSE — No. 1713. 3
After careful consideration of the matter the Board has 

omitted from its estimates the real estate occupied by the 
Parker Hill School, by Parker Hill Reservoir and by the two 
hospitals, and by rhe few private owners west of the hospital 
grounds, because it does not feel that in any event it would 
be advisable to acquire any of these, or to divert them from 
their present public use. The assessed value of the remaining 
real estate, within the limits prescribed by the resolve, includ
ing the estimates for the buildings not yet assessed, appears 
to be $305,000. The area of the land thus estimated, omit
ting streets, is approximately 934,277 square feet, and the 
number of buildings is 23. To the total assessed value of the 
land to be acquired must be added, for purposes of settlement, 
a reasonable amount based upon the probable cost of purchase 
and settlement of claims which would arise out of any takings 
to be made. Xo estimate of the cost of development of the 
lands if acquired is included, because such development might 
very well be postponed for a considerable time, and because it 
does not seem feasible to the Board to prepare at this time 
any plans for development.

The resolve requires the commission to report its conclu
sions as to the advisability of acquiring the top of Parker Hill 
as a part of the metropolitan park system, and careful con
sideration has, therefore, been given to the location, cost, 
probability of usefulness, and other elements which appear 
to have any hearing upon this phase of the matter.

The metropolitan park system was begun and all its ac
quirements and construction since made a part of the system 
have been entered upon in accordance with certain principles 
laid down in the report to the Legislature of 1893 by the pre
liminary or investigating commission, appointed under chap
ter 342 of the Acts of 1892. Adherence to these principles 
has resulted in securing as metropolitan reservations only 
such lands, and in constructing only such driveways and other 
works of development, as are of extraordinary attractiveness 
and usefulness to all parts of the metropolitan parks district, 
and for the most part located in more than one city or town, 
and so beyond the power of any one city or town to acquire 
by its own action. A few exceptions to this course have been
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chiefly those required by the Legislature or made in cases 
where assistance has been given to a city or town which was 
seeking to avail itself of a gift, either of money or of some 
park feature worth preserving, but beyond its sole means to 
acquire even with the assistance of the gift. When Boston 
desired to extend its park system towards Stony Brook and 
the Blue Hills, this Board in 1894 took and paid for a part 
of the land now known as West Roxbury Parkway, from 
Weld Street to Bellevue Hill, and transferred what it thus 
acquired to the city, so that the Boston parks and Bellevue 
Hill might be connected and the system extended to Wash
ington Street in West Roxbury and the Stony Brook Reserva
tion. By this taking and the subsequent taking of land be
tween Stony Brook and Blue Hills reservations, a parkway 
connection has been assured from the center of the city to 
the Great Blue Hill. When Wakefield had the chance of 
securing by gift a part of H art’s Hill, this Board took and 
paid for the rest of the hill, and transferred its takings to the 
town for care and control.

The policy thus outlined has been found a wise one, which 
conserved the resources of the metropolitan district and 
avoided large expenditures merely to secure local benefits or 
satisfy local desires. I f  this policy is to be followed, and it 
seems to this Board to be a wise one to follow, the acquire
ment of Parker Hill as a metropolitan reservation does not 
seem advisable. It has never been looked upon as one of the 
most notable hills, nor as one which was resorted to by the 
people of the metropolitan district generally. It is not as 
high as many other hills already secured and equally available 
to the metropolitan district. One cannot imagine the citizens 
of the southern half of the district turning from Great Blue 
ITill, 635 feet high, or Bellevue Hill, 320 feet high, with their 
pleasing outlook over woodland and lower hills and country, 
to come to Parker Hill, which is little over 200 feet high, 
with an outlook marred for a long distance by surrounding 
housetops and factory chimneys. No more is it likely that 
the citizens of Waltham and near-by towns would leave Pros
pect Hill, 400 feet high, or that those of the northern district 
would leave Pine Hill, 250 feet high, or Bear Hill, 316 feet
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high, or Karri’s Head Hill, 240 feet high, in and near Middle
sex Fells, or Mount Hood in Melrose, or Dungeon Kock in 
Lynn, or the hills of the Lynn Woods, for the view from 
Parker Hill. These hills and some others are either in public 
ownership already or open to public use, and in many cases 
provided with observation towers. Most of them are imme
diately accessible from electric cars, and when reached are 
either higher or more sightly than Parker Hill, or have more 
beautiful natural surroundings.

In  its present condition Parker Hill is remarkable chiefly 
because it is an open space available to a large population of 
a densely populated portion of the city. Although close by 
the Fenway of the Boston park system, it is so unlike that 
beautiful lowland park that, adequately developed with trees 
and shrubs, and with broad open shelters and an observation 
tower, and popularized by occasional hand concerts in sum
mer, it would be of great local interest and comfort, and 
might even draw occasional visitors from other parts of the 
metropolitan district. Parker Hill, therefore, presents an 
opportunity for local rather than metropolitan effort.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM B. DE LAS CASAS. 
EDW IN U. CURTIS.
DAVID N. SKILLINGS.
ELLERTON P. W HITNEY.
EVERETT C. BENTON.

D ec em b e r , 1911.








