
HOUSE No. 2137

Mr. Tyler of Berlin gives notice that he will move to substitut
this bill for the bill printed as House, No. 1481.

AN ACT
Relative to the Use of Signal Devices upon Motor Vehicles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fourteen of chapter five hundred an
2 thirty-four of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nin

1

and section five of chapter six hundred and five of the act
4 of the year nineteen hundred and ten, in amendment thereof
5 shall be amended by striking out therefrom the words “ne
6 bell, horn or other device for signalling shall be soundec i
7 so as to make a harsh, objectionable or unreasonable noise’
Sand substituting therefor the following: every motoi
9 vehicle while being used upon any public way shall be pro-

-10 vided with a suitable bell, horn or other signal device, anc
11 it shall be unlawful for any person to use any device which
12 will not produce an abrupt sound sufficiently loud to be
13 heard above the noise of traffic and to serve as an adequate
14 warning of danger, and it shall be unlawful for any per-
-15 son operating any motor vehicle to make or cause to be
16 made any unnecessary noise with any such bell, horn oi

r

!

r
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17 other signal device, or to use the same except as a wam-
-18 ing of danger, so that the same shall read as follows:
19 Section 14. Every person operating a motor vehicle shall
20 bring the vehicle and the motor propelling it immediately
21 to a stop when approaching a horse or other draft animal
22 being led, ridden or driven, if such animal appears to be
23 frightened and if the person in charge thereof shall signal
24 so to do; and, if travelling in the opposite direction to that
25 in which such animal is proceeding, said vehicle shall re-
-26 main stationary so long as may be reasonable to allow
27 such horse or animal to pass; or, if travelling in the same
28 direction, the person operating shall use reasonable cau-
-29 tion in thereafter passing such horse or other animal. In
30 approaching or passing a car of a street railway which has
31 been stopped to allow 7 passengers to alight or embark, the
32 operator of every motor vehicle shall slow7 down and if it
33 be necessary for the safety of the public he shall bring said
34 vehicle to a full stop. Upon
35 is upon the travelled part of
36 walk, or on approaching any
37 in a thickly settled part of

approaching a pedestrian w7ho
any way and not upon a side-
vehicle upon a public w7ay not
a city or town, or wdiere the

38 operator’s view is obstructed either upon approaching an
39 intersecting way or a curve or corner in a way, every person
40 operating a motor vehicle shall slow down and give a timely
41 signal with his horn or other device for signalling: provided,
42 that every motor vehicle while being used upon any public
43 w7ay shall be provided with a suitable horn or other signal
44 device to serve as a warning of danger. The horns or signals
45 used in or upon automobiles, motor cycles and other motor
46 vehicles shall be uniform in sound and of the ordinary reed
47 horn type, and shall conform in the strength, quality and
48 character of the sound to a standard established by the
49 Massachusetts highway commission, and no other horn or
50 signal by sound shall be used in or upon a motor vehicle
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51 except that as an emergency signal a horn of the Jericho type
52 may be used, which shall conform in strength, quality and
53 character of sound to a standard established by the Mas-
-54 sachusetts highway commission. The said horns of the
55 Jericho type shall be used only in emergencies and on roads
56 not in a thickly settled part of a city or town where the view
57 is obstructed, or where the road is narrow, or where there is
58 a dangerous crossing or intersection of roads. It shall be
59 unlawful for any person operating any motor vehicle to
60 make or cause to be made any unnecessary noise with any
61 such horn or other signal device or to use the same except
62 as a warning of danger except in the case of fire and police
63 department vehicles and ambulances; and provided, further,
64 that no operator of any motor vehicle shall at any time
65 permit any unreasonable amount of smoke to escape from
66 said motor vehicle, nor shall said operator at any time permit
67 said motor vehicle to make any unnecessary noise, by cutting
68 out the muffler or otherwise. The driver of any motor
69 vehicle on any highway approaching a crossing of ways,
60 shall slow down and keep to the right of the intersection
71 of the centres of both ways, when turning to the right, and
72 shall pass to the right of the intersection of the centres of
73 said ways before turning to the left.

1 Section 2. A violation of the provisions of this act
2 by the use of a horn or signal not conforming to the standard
3 above provided for shall be punished by a fine of not less
4 than five dollars or more than one hundred dollars for each
5 offence.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of
2 July in the year nineteen hundred and twelve as far as re-
-3 lates to reed horns, and on the first day of January, nineteen
4 hundred and thirteen, as far as it relates to the emergency
5 horns provided for in this bill.




