
HOUSE No. 2253

Bill accompanying the petition of Charles S. Chace and others for
legislation to establish the North Dighton Fire District. Water Supply.
May 6.

AN ACT
To establish the North Dighton Fire District in the Town of

Dighton.

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of Dighton liable to tax-
-2 ation in that town, and residing within the territory inclosed
3 by the following boundary lines, to wit: beginning at a
4 point on the westerly bank of Three Mile river, so called,
5 at the dividing line between the city of Taunton and town
6 of Dighton; thence westerly following said dividing line
7 across Summer street to a stone post set on the westerly side
8 of Forest street; thence southwesterly along Forest street
9 five hundred feet to a point; thence southerly across Forest

10 street through land of James H. Luther to a point three
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11 hundred feet westerly from the westerly line of Summer
12 street, where the same intersects with Spring street; thence
13 southerly in a line parallel with Summer street and three
14 hundred feet therefrom, to a point three hundred feet west-
-15 erly from the intersection of Summer street and School
16 street; thence still southerly following the same course four
17 hundred feet to a point; thence in a general easterly direction
18 in a line parallel with School street, and four hundred feet
19 southerly from the southerly line thereof to a point four
20 hundred feet westerly from the westerly line of Lincoln
21 avenue; thence southerly in a line parallel with Lincoln
22 avenue and four hundred feet westerly from the westerly
23 line thereof to a point three hundred feet southerly from
24 the southerly line of the extension of Riverside avenue, if
25 said avenue was extended westerly across Lincoln avenue;
26 thence easterly in a line parallel with the extension of River-
-27 side avenue and parallel with Riverside avenue and three
28 hundred feet southerly from the southerly line thereof to a
29 point opposite the southeast corner of the cemetery on River-
-30 side avenue; thence northerly across Riverside avenue
31 along the easterly line of said cemetery in the same course
32 to said Three Mile river; thence up stream following the
33 bank of said Three Mile river to the point of beginning,
34 shall constitute a fire district, and are hereby made a body
35 corporate by the name of the North Dighton Fire District
36 in the Town of Dighton, and said corporation shall have all
37 powers and shall be subject to the duties and liabilities set
38 forth in all general laws now or hereafter in force relating to
39 fire districts, except as is herein otherwise provided.

1 Section 2. The said district may make contracts for a
2 supply of water for the extinguishing of fire and for domestic
3 and other purposes, may establish fountains and hydrants,
4 and may relocate and discontinue the same, may regulate
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5 the use of such water and may fix and collect rates to be paid
6 therefor.
7 Said district may make contracts with the owners of the
8 water mains and hydrants already located within the limits of
9 said district, or that may hereafter be located therein, to

10 rent the same under such terms and conditions as shall be
11 agreed upon.

1 Section 3. The said district may erect amd maintain
2 street lights within its limits, and it may make contracts
3 for lighting its streets with gas or electric lights, when it
4 shall have voted so to do.

1 Section 4. The prudential committee of such district
2 may employ and pay policemen and watchmen for the pro-
-3 tection of property against fire, thieves, and robbers, and
4 for patrolling the streets, when the district shall have voted
5 so to do.

1 Section 5. Said district may, at meetings called for the
2 purpose, raise money by taxation for the purchase of engines
3 and other articles for the extinguishing of fires, for hydrant
4 and water service, for the purchase of land, for the erection
5 and repairs of necessary buildings, for the payment of a
6 proper charge of an insurance company for acting as surety
7 on the official bond which may be given to such district
8 by any of its officers, for all other incidental expenses of
9 the fire department, and for all other purposes necessary

10 under the provisions of this act.
11 The prudential committee of such district may accept an
12 insurance company as sufficient surety upon such bond.

1 Section 6. The first meeting of said district shall,
2 within three months after the passage of this act, be called
3 on petition of ten or more legal voters therein, by a warrant
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4 from the selectmen of the town of Dighton, or from a jus-
-5 tice of the peace, directed to one of the petitioners, requir-
-6 ing him to give notice of the meeting by posting copies of
7 said warrant in two or more public places in said district,
8 seven days at least before the time of the meeting. One of
9 the petitioners shall preside at the meeting until a clerk is

10 chosen and sworn, and the clerk shall preside until a moder-
-11 ator is chosen. The meeting then may proceed to act upon
12 the other articles contained in the warrant.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance
2 by a majority of the voters of said district present and vot-
-3 ing thereon at a district meeting called in accordance with
4 the provisions of section six.


