
HOUSE No. 2273

Executive Department, Boston, May 9, 1912.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ
I transmitherewith a letter, dated May Bth, from the Commis-

sioner of Insurance, stating that it will be impossible for him
to determine absolutely what will be an adequate rate of
insurance to cover liability under the Workingmen’s Compensa-
tion Act, and asking that the Legislature authorize him to
withdraw an approval made of such rate if in practice it is
proved to be wrong. The commissioner furthermore asks that
the manner of determining how certain notices of employees
are to be given may be more clearly defined.

These suggestions are submitted to you with the draft of a
bill covering these points.

EUGENE N. FOSS.

Insurance Department, State House,
Boston, May 8, 1912.

To His Excellency, The Governor of the Commonwealth, Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir: The Workmen’s Compensation Act, so-called,

goes into effect on July 1 next. It provides that the companies
insuring against such liability shall file their classification of
risks and the rates pertaining thereto with the Insurance Com-
missioner and that such rates shall not take effect until they
have been approved as adequate by him. It would be impos-
sible for the Commissioner or any one else to determine abso-
lutely what will be adequate rates under the Massachusetts
Workmen’s Compensation Act, owing to the lack of experience
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relating to the business, even were there plenty of time to
study the question; but in view of the fact that July 1 is only
about six weeks away, the consideration of rates, in order that
they may be approved before said date, can be only superficial
and the approval would be subject to errors of judgment which
the Act leaves no opportunity to correct. It seems imperative,
therefore, that the Commissioner be authorized to withdraw
any approval which he may have given and which further
information and the experiences of the companies under the
Act show him to be wrong.

Further, in order to prevent the liability of litigation under
the notice provision of Section 5, Part I of the Compensation
Act and thus eliminate the necessity of taking into special
account said section in considering rates, there should be an
amendment to said section providing the way for determining
how the notice of an employee should be given if he does not
wish to come under the compensation act, in order that there
may be a record thereof and disputes avoided as to whether
such notice was or was not given. There are other substantial
reasons also for this change.

The two matters above referred to only are covered in the
enclosed bill and it seems to me to be imperative for the suc-
cessful working of the compensation Act that it be amended as
suggested herein.

I understand, however, that there is no petition before the
Legislature under which such new legislation can be introduced
and I therefore bring it to your attention for such action as

you may deem expedient.

Respectfully yours

FRANK H. HARDISON,
L



1912.1 HOUSE No. 2271:

AN ACT
Relative to the Insurance of Compensation to Employees for

Personal Injuries received in the bourse of their Employ-
ment.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative.
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same

as followi
1 Section 1. The insurance commissioner may withdraw
2 his approval of any premium or distribution of subscribers
3 given by him to the Massachusetts Employees Insurance
4 Association under the provisions of section seventeen of
5 Part IV of chapter seven hundred and fifty-one of the acts
6 of the year nineteen hundred and eleven, or of any premium
7 or rate under the provisions of section three of Part V of
8 said chapter ’ seven hundred and fifty-one as amended by
9 section chapter

10 of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve

1 Section 2. The notices required by section five of Part I
2 of said chapter seven hundred and fifty-one shall be given

in such manner as the industrial accident board may approve

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twelve.




