
HOUSE No. 2333
House. No. 38, as passed to be engrossed.

AN ACT
To increase the Powers of the Board of Railroad Commissioners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,

as follows:
1 Section 1. Whenever the board of railroad commis-
2 sioners, hereinafter called the board, shall be of opinion,

after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon com-
4 plaint, that the rates, fares or charges or any of them
5 demanded, exacted, charged or collected by any person,
6 firm, association, company or corporation now or hereafter
7 subject to its jurisdiction, and hereinafter called a carrier,
8 for the transportation of persons or property within the
9 commonwealth, or the regulations or practices of such

10 carrier affecting such rates, are unjust, unreasonable, un-
it justly discriminatory or unduly preferential or in any wise
12 in violation of any provision of law, or that the rates, fares
13 or charges or any of them chargeable by any such carrier
14 are insufficient to yield reasonable compensation for the
15 service rendered and are unjust and unreasonable, the
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16 board, with due regard among other things to a reasonable
17 return upon capital, shall determine the just and reason-
-18 able rate's, fares and charges to be charged for the service
19 to be performed, and shall fix the same by order to be
20 served upon every carrier by whom such rates, fares and
21 charges or any of them are thereafter to be observed.

1 Section 2. Whenever the board shall be of opinion,
2 after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon complaint,
3 that the regulations, practices, equipment, appliances, or
4 service of any carrier in respect to transportation of per-
-5 sons or property within the commonwealth are unjust,
6 unreasonable, unsafe, improper or inadequate, the board
7 shall determine the just, reasonable, safe, adequate and
8 proper regulations, practices, equipment, appliances and
9 service thereafter to be in force, to be observed and to be

10 used in such transportation of persons and property, and
11 shall fix and prescribe the same by order to be served upon
12 every carrier to be bound thereby, and thereafter it shall
13 be the duty of every carrier to observe and obey every
14 requirement of every such order so served upon it, and to

15 do everything necessary or proper in order to secure abso-
-16 lute compliance with and observance of every such order
17 by all its officers, agents and employees.

1 Section 3. Whenever the board shall be of opinion,
2 after a hearing had upon its own motion or upon complaint,
3 that the number of men forming a train crew of any train
4 operating in the commonwealth is not sufficient to operate
5 said train for the safety of the public and the employees
6 of the railroad, they shall thereupon order such changes
7 as they may deem necessary.

1 Section 4. The supreme judicial court shall have juris-
-2 diction in equity to enforce compliance with any order
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issued by the board under authority of this act, and shall
hear and determine any proceedings under this act in prefer-
ence to all other civil business except election cases.

5

i

1 Section 5. So much of section nine of chapter four
hundred and sixty-three, Part I, of the acts of the year
nineteen hundred and six, as amended by chapter three
hundred and forty-three of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and nine, and so much of sections one and two
of chapter seven hundred and fifty-five of the acts of the
year nineteen hundred and eleven and of any other act
as is inconsistent herewith, is hereby repealed.
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Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage1

House of Representatives, May 25, 1912.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence

JAMES W. KIMBALL, Clerk.




